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PREFACE. 


IT  is  a queftion  whether  modern  hillory  has  any  thing  more  curious  to  offer  to 
the  attention  of  the  politician,  than  the  progrefs  and  rivalfhipof  the  French 
and  Englifh  empires,  from  the  miniflry  of  Colbert  to  the  revolution  in  France. 
In  the  courfe  of  thofe  130  years,  both  have  figured  with  a degree  of  fplendour 
that  has  attracted  the  admiration  of  mankind. 

In  proportion  to  the  power,  the  wealth,  and  the  refources  of  thefe  nations,  is 
the  interefl  which  the  world  in  general  takes  in  the  maxims  of  political  (eco- 
nomy by  which  they  have  been  governed.  To  examine  how  far  the  lyflem  of 
that  ceconomy  has  influenced  agriculture,  manufactures,  commerce,  and  public 
felicity,  is  certainly  an  inquiry  of  no  flight  importance ; and  fo  many  books  have 
been  compofed  on  the  theory  of  thefe,  that  the  public  can  hardly  think  that  time 
mifemployed  which  attempts  to  give  the  practice. 

The  furvey  which  I made,  fome  years  pafl,  of  the  agriculture  of  England  and 
Ireland  (the  minutes  of  which  I publifhed  under  the  title  of  Tours J,  was  fuch  a 
flep  towards  underflanding  the  flate  of  our  hufbandry  as  I fhall  not  prefume 
to  charadterife ; there  are  but  few  of  the  European  nations  that  do  not  read 
thefe  Tours  in  their  own  language ; and,  notwithftanding  all  their  faults  and 
deficiencies,  it  has  been  often  regreted,  that  no  fimilar  defcription  of  France 
could  be  reforted  to  either  by  the  farmer  or  the  politician.  Indeed  it  could  not 
hut  be  lamented,  that  this  vaft  kingdom,  which  has  fo  much  figured  in  hiftory, 
were  like  to  remain  another  century  unknown,  with  refpedt  to  thofe  circum- 
Itances  that  are  the  objects  of  my  inquiries.  An  hundred  and  thirty  years  have 
palled,  including  one  of  the  molt  adtive  and  confpicuous  reigns  upon  record,  in 
which  the  French  power  and  refources,  though  much  overftrained,  were  for- 
midable to  Europe.  How  far  were  that  power  and  thofe  refources  founded  on 
the  permanent  balls  of  an  enlightened  agriculture  ? How  far  on  the  more  infe- 
cure  fupport  of  manufadtures  and  commerce  ? How  far  have  wealth  and  power 
ana  exterior  fplendour,  from  whatever  caufe  they  may  have  arifen,  refiedted 
back  upon  the  people  the  profperi ty  they  implied  ? Very  curious  inquiries 
yet  refolved  infufficiently  by  thofe  w'hofe  political  reveries  are  fpun  by  their  fire- 
iides,  or  caught  flying  as  they  are  whirled  through  Europe  in  poff-chaifes.  A 
man  who  is  not  practically  acquainted  with  agriculture,  knows  not  how  to  make 
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thofe  inquiries  ; he  fcarcely  knows  how  to  difcriminate  the  circumflances  pro- 
ductive of  mifery,  from  thofe  which  generate  the  felicity  of  a people  ; an  affer- 
tion  that  will  not  appear  paradoxical,  to  thofe  who  have  attended  clofely  to  thefe 
fubjedls.  At  the  fame  time,  the  mere  agricultural,  who  makes  fuch  journies, 
fees  little  or  nothing  of  txke  connection  between  the  practice  in  the  fields,  and  the 
refources  of  the  empire ; of  combinations  that  take  place  between  operations 
apparently  unimportant,  and  the  general  interefl  of  the  hate ; combinations  fo 
curious,  as  to  convert,  in  fome  cafes,  wTell  cultivated  fields  into  fcenes  of  mi- 
fery, and  accuracy  of  hufbandry  into  the  parent  of  national  weaknefs.  Thefe 
are  fubjedls  that  never  will  be  underflood  from  the  fpeculations  of  the  mere 
farmer,  or  the  mere  politician  ; they  demand  a mixture  of  both  ; and  the-  in- 
vestigation of  a mind  free  from  prejudice,  particularly  national  prejudice ; from 
the  love  of  fyflem,  and  of  the  vain  theories  that  are  to  be  found  in  the  clofets  of 
fpeculators  alone,  God  forbid  that  I fhould  be  guilty  of  the  vanity  of  fuppofing 
myfelf  thus  endowed  ! I know"  too  well  the  contrary ; ana  have  no  other  pre- 
tenfion  to  undertake  fo  arduous  a work,  than  that  of  having  reported  the  agri- 
culture of  England  with  fome  little  fuccefs.  Twenty  years  experience,  fince 
that  attempt,  may  make  me  hope  to  be  not  lefs  qualified  for  fimilar  exertions  at 
prefent. 

The  clouds  that  for  four  or  five  years  pafl,  have  indicated  a change  in  the 
political  fky  of  the  French  hemifphere,  and  which  have  fince  gathered  to  fo  fm- 
gular  a florm,  have  rendered  it  more  interefling,  to  know  what  France  was 
previoufly  to  any  change.  It  would  indeed  have  been  matter  of  afeonifhment, 
if  monarchy  had  rifen,  and  had  fet  in  that  region,  without  the  kingdom  having 
had  any  examination  profeffedly  agricultural. 

The  candid  reader  will  not  expect,  from  the  regifters  of  a traveller,  that  mi- 
nute analyfis  of  common  practice,  which  a man  is  enabled  to  give,  who  refides 
fome  months,  or  years,  confined  to  one  fpot ; twenty  men,  employed  during 
twenty  years,  would  nor  effedl  it ; and  fuppofing  it  done,  not  one  thoufandth 
part  of  their  labours  would  be  worth  a perufal.  Some  Angularly  enlightened 
diflridrs  merit  fuch  attention  : but  the  number  of  them,  in  any  country,  is  in- 
confiderable  ; and  the  practices  that  deferve  fuch  a fludy,  perhaps,  ilill  fewer  : 
to  know  that  unlightened  practices  exifl,  and  want  improvement,  is  the  chief 
knowledge  that  is  of  ufe  to  convey  j and  this  rather  for  the  flatefman  than  the 
farmer.  No  reader,  if  he  knows  any  thing  of  my  fituation,  will  expect,  in  this 
work,  wffial  the  advantages  of  rank  and  fortune  are  neceiTary  to  produce — of  fuch 
I had  none  to  exert,  and  could  combat  difficulties  with  no  other  arms  than  un- 


remitted attention,  and  unabating  induflry.  Had  my  aims  been  feconded  by 
that  fuccefs  in  life,  which  gives  energy  to  effort,  and  vigour  to  purfuit,  the  work 
would  have  been  more  worthy  of  the  public  eye ; but  fuch  fuccefs  mufl,  in  this 
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kingdom,  be  fooner  looked  for  in  any  other  path  than  that  of  the  plough ; the 
non  ullus  aratro  dignus  honos , was  not  more  applicable  to  a period  of  confufion 
and  bloodmed  at  Rome,  than  to  one  of  peace  and  luxury  in  England. 

One  circumflance  I may  be  allowed  to  mention,  becaufe  it  will  fhew,  that 
whatever  faults  the  enduing  pages  contain,  they  do  not  flow  from  any  preflump- 
tive  expectation  of  fuccefs  : a feeling  that  belongs  to  writers  only,  much  more 
popular  than  myfeif : when  the  publifher  agreed  to  run  the  hazard  of  printing 
thefe  papers,  and  fome  progrefs  being  made  in  the  journal,  the  whole  MS.  was 
put  into  the  compofitor’s  hand  to  be  examined,  if  there  were  a fufficiency  for  a 
volume  of  fixty  fheets ; he  found  enough  prepared  for  the  prefs  to  fill  140  : and 
I afiure  the  reader,  that  the  fucceffive  employment  of  ftriking  out  and  mutilating 
more  than  the  half  of  what  I had  written,  was  executed  with  more  indifference 
than  regret,  even  though  it  obliged  me  to  exclude  feveral  chapters,  upon  which 
I had  taken  confiderable  pains.  The  publifher  would  have  printed  the  whole  ; 
but  whatever  faults  may  be  found  with  the  author,  he  ought  at  leafi  to  be  ex- 
empted from  the  imputation  of  an  undue  confidence  in  the  public  favour ; fince, 
to  expunge  was  undertaken  as  readily  as  to  compofe. — So  much  depended  in  the 
fecond  part  of  the  work  on  accurate  figures,  that  I did  not  care  to  trufl  to  myfeif, 
but  employed  a fchoolmafler,  who  has  the  reputation  of  being  a good  arithme- 
tician, for  examining  the  calculations,  and  I hope  he  has  not  let  any  material  er- 


rors efcaoe  him.  - 

-L 

The  revolution  in  France  was  a hazardous  and  critical  fubjedr,  but  too  im- 
portant to  be  negledted y the  details  I have  given,  and  the  reflections  I have 
ventured,  will,  I trufl,  be  received  with  candour,  by  thofe  who  con  fiber  how 
many  authors,  of  no  inconfiderable  ability  and  reputation,  have  failed  on  that 
difficult  theme  : the  courfe  I have  fleered  is  fo  removed  from  extremes,  that  I 
can  hardly  hope  for  the  approbation  of  more  than  a few  y and  I may  apply  to 
myfeif,  in  this  inflance,  the  words  of  Swift: — t(  I have  the  ambition,  common 
with  other  reafoners,  to  wifh  at  leafi  that  both  parties  may  think  me  in  the  right  y 
but  if  that  is  not  to  be  hoped  for,  my  next  wifh  fhould  be,  that  both  might 
think  me  in  the  wrong  y which  I would  underiland  as  an  ample  juflification  of 
myfeif,  and  a fare  ground  to  believe  that  1 have  proceeded  at  leafi  with  impar- 
tiality, and  perhaps  with  truth.” 
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TRAVEL 
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THERE  are  two  methods  of  writing  travels  ; to  regifter  the  journey  itfelf, 
or  the  refult  of  it.  In  the  former  cafe,  it  is  a diary,  under  which  head 
are  to  be  claffed  all  thofe  books  of  travels  written  in  the  form  of  letters.  The 
latter  ufually  falls  into  the  fhape  of  eftays  on  diftindt  fubjedts.  Of  the  former 
method  of  compoling,  almoft  every  book  of  modern  travels  is  an  example. 
Of  the  latter,  the  admirable  elfays  of  my  valuable  friend  Mr.  Brofeftor  Sy- 
monds,  upon  Italian  agriculture,  are  the  moll  perfedt  fpecimens. 

It  is  of  very  little  importance  what  form  is  adopted  by  a man  of  real  genius ; 
he  will  make  any  form  ufeful,  and  any  information  interefHng.  But  for  per- 
fons  of  more  moderate  talents,  it  is  of  confequence  to  confider  the  circum- 
flances  for  and  againft  both  thefe  modes. 

The  journal  form  hath  the  advantage  of  carrying  with  it  a greater  degree  of 
credibility ; and,  of  courfe,  more  weight.  A traveller  who  thus  regiilers  his 
obfervations  is  detected  the  moment  he  writes  of  things  he  has  not  feen.  He  is 
precluded  from  giving  ftudied  or  elaborate  remarks  upon  infufiicient  founda- 
tions : If  he  lees  little,  he  muft  regifter  little : if  he  has  few  good  opportuni- 
ties of  being  well  informed,  the  reader  is  enabled  to  obferve  it,  and  will  be  in- 
duced to  give  no  more  credit  to  his  relations  than  the  fources  of  them  appear 
to  deferve : if  he  pailes  fo  rapidly  through  a country  as  neceliarily  to  be  no  judge 
of  what  he  fees,  the  reader  knows  it : if  he  dwells  long  in  places  of  little  or  no 
moment  with  private  views  or  for  private  buiinefs,  the  circumftanee  is  feen  ; 
and  thus  the  reader  has  the  fatisfadlion  of  being  as  la fe  from  impoiition  either 
defigned  or  involuntary,  as  the  nature  of  the  cafe  will  admit:  all  which  advan- 
tages are  wanted  in  the  other  method. 
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But  to  balance  them,  there  are  on  the  other  hand  fome  weighty  inconveni- 
ences ; among  thefe  the  principal  is,  the  prolixity  to  which  a diary  generally 
leads  ; the  very  mode  of  writing  almod  making  it  inevitable.  It  neceffarily 
caufes  repetitions  of  the  fame  fubjects  and  the  fame  ideas ; and  that  flirely  mull 
be  deemed  no  inconfiderable  fault,  when  one  employs  many  words  to  fay  what 
might  be  better  faid  in  a few.  Another  capital  objection  is,  that  fubjedis  of 
importance,  inbead  of  being  treated  de  fiiite  for  ill  nitration  or  comparifon,  are 
given  by  fcraps  as  received,  without  order,  and  without  connection  j a mode 
which  leffens  the  effedt  of  writing,  and  debroys  much  of  its  utility. 

In  "favour  of  com  poling  effays  on  the  principal  objects  that  have  been  ob- 
ferved,  that  is,  giving  the  refult  of  travels  and  not  the  travels  thenifelves,  there 
is  this  obvious  and  great  advantage,  that  the  fubjedts  thus  treated  are  in  as  com- 
plete a date  of  combination  and  illuftration  as  the  abilities  of  the  author  can 
make  them ; the  matter  comes  with  full  force  and  effedt.  Another  admirable: 
circumbance  is  brevity;  for  by  the  rejection  of  all  ufelefs  details,  the  reader  has 
nothing  before  him  but  what  tends  to  the  full  explanation  of  the  fubjedt.:.  of 
the  difad  vantages,  I need  not  fpeak  ; they  are  fufficiently  noted  by  doe  wing  tne 
benefits  of  the  diary  form ; for  proportionably  to  the  benefits  of  the  one,  will 
clearly  be  the  difadvantages  of  the  other. 

After  weighing  the  pour  and  the  centre , I think  that  it  is  not  impracticable 
in  my  peculiar  cafe  to  retain  the  benefits  of  both  thefe  plans. 

With  one  leading  and  predominant  objedt  in  view,  namely  agriculture,  I have 
-conceived  that  I might  throw  each  fubjedt  of  it  into  didindt  chapters,  retaining 
all  the  advantages  which  arife  from  competing  the  refult  only  of  my  travels. 

At  the  fame  time,  that  the  reader  may  have  whatever  fetisfaclion  flows  from 
the  diary  form,  the  obfervations  which  I made  upon  the  face  of  the  countries 
through  which  I paded ; and  upon  the  manners,  cuftoms,  amufements,  towns; 
roads,  feats,  &c.  may,  without  injury,  be  given  in  a journal,  and  thus  fatisfy 
the  reader  in  all  thole  points,  with  which  he  ought  in  candour  to  be  made  ac- 
quainted, for  the  reafons  above  intimated,. 

It  is  upon  this  idea  that  I have  reviewed  my  notes,  and  executed  the  work. 
I now  offer  to  the  public. 


But  travelling  upon  paper,  as  well  as  moving  amongd  rocks  and  rivers,  hath 
its  difficulties.  When  I had  traced  my  plan,  and  begun  to  work  upon  it,  I re- 
jected, without  mercy,  a variety  of  little  circumdances  relating  to  myfelf  only, 
and  of  converlations  with  various  perfons  which  I had  thrown  upon  paper  for 
the  amufement  of  my  family  and  intimate  friends  . For  this  I was  remon  fixated- 
with  by  a perfen,  of  whofe  judgment  I think  highly,  as. having  abfoiutely  fpoiled. 
mv  diary,  by  expunging  the  very  pafiages  that  would  bed  pleafe  the  mafs  of 
common  readers  ; in  a word,  that  I mud  give  up  the  journal  plan  entirely,  cr 

let 
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let  It  go  as  It  was  written.^— To  treat  the  public  like  a friend,  let  them  fee  all,  and 
truil  to  their  candour  for  forgiving  trifles.  He  reafoned  thus : Depend  on  it, 
Young,  that  thofe  notes  you  wrote  at  the  moment , are  more  likely  to  pleafe  than  what 
you  will  now  produce  coolly , with  the  idea  of  reputation  in  your  head, : whatever  you 
Jlrike  out  will  be  what  is  mojl  inter efiing , for  you  will  be  guided  by  the  importance  of 
the  fubjecl ; and  believe  ?ne,  it  is  not  this  conf  deration  that  pleafes  fo  muck  as  a care - 
left  and  eafy  inode  of  thinking  and  writing , which  every  man  exercifes  mojl  when  he 
does  not  compofe  for  the  preji.  That  lam  right  in  this  opinion  you  yourf elf  afford 
a prooj'.  Your  tour  of  Ireland  (he  was  pleafed  to  fay)  is  one  of  the  bejl  accounts 
of  a country  I have  read , yet  it  had  no  great  fuccefs.  Why  f Becaufe  the  chief  part 
of  it  is  a farming  diary , which , however  valuable  it  may  be  to  confult , nobody  will 
read.  If,  therefore,  you  print  your  journal  at  all . print  it  fo  as  to  be  read ; or 
reject  the  method  entirely,  and  confine  yourfelf  to  jet  difer  tat  ions.  Remember  the 

travels  of'  Dr.  — and  Mrs.  , from  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  gather 

one  jingle  Important  idea,  yet  they  were  received  with  applaufe-,  ?iay,  the  bagatelles 
of'  Baretti,  among jl  the  Spanifh  muleteers,  were  read  with  avidity . 

The  high  opinion  I have  of  the  judgment  of  my  friend,  induced  me  to  follow 
his  advice ; in  confequence  of  which,  I venture  to  offer  my  itinerary  to  the 
public,  juft  as  it  was  written  on  the  fpot:  requeuing  my  reader,  if  much  ihould 
be  found  of  a trifling  nature,  to  pardon  it,  from  a reflection,  that  the  chief  ob- 
ject of  my  travels  is  to  be  found  in  another  part  of  the  work,  to  which  he  may 
at  once  have  recourfe,  if  he  with  to  attend  only  to  fubjeCts  of  a more  important 
character. 


J O U R N A L. 

May  15,  lySy. 

^pHE  freight  that  feparates  England,  fo  fortunately  for  her,  from  all  the 
^ reft  of  the  world,  mult  be  croffed  many  times  before  a traveller  ceafes  to 
be  furprifed  at  the  hidden  and  univerfal  change  that  furrounds  him  on  landing 
at  Calais.  The  fcene,  the  people,  the  language,  every  object  is  new ; and  in 
thofe  circumftances  in  which  there  is  molt  refemblance,  a diicriminating  eye 
finds  little  difficulty  in  difcovering  marks  of  diftinCtion. 

The  noble  improvement  of  a fait  marfh,  worked  by  Monf.  Mouron  of  this 
town,  occaiioned  my  acquaintance  fome  time  ago  with  that  gentleman , and  I 
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had  found  him  too  well  informed,  upon  various  important  objects,  not  to  renew 

it  with  plealure.  I fpent  an  agreeable  and  inftructive  evening  at  his  houfe. 

165  miles. 

The  17th.  Nine  hours  rolling  at  anchor  had  fo  fatigued  my  mare,  that  I 
thought  it  neceffary  for  her  to  reft  one  day ; but  this  morning  I left  Calais. 
For  a few  miles  the  country  refembles  parts  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk ; gentle 
hills,  with  fome  inclofures  around  the  houfes  in  the  vales,  and  a diftant  range 
of  wood.  The  country  is  the  fame  to  Boulogne.  Towards  that  town,  I was 
pleafed  to  find  many  feats  belonging  to  people  who  refide  there.  How  often 
are  falfe  ideas  conceived  from  reading  and  report ! I imagined  that  nobody  but 
farmers  and  labourers  in  France  lived  in  the  country ; and  the  firft  ride  I take 
in  that  kingdom  fhews  me  many  country  feats.  The  road  excellent. 

Boulogne  is  not  an  ugly  town  ; and  from  the  ramparts  of  the  upper  part  the 
view  is  beautiful,  though  low  water  in  the  river  would  not  let  me  fee  it  to 
advantage.  It  is  well  known  that  this  place  has  long  been  the  refort  of  great 
numbers  of  perfons  from  England,  whole  misfortunes  in  trade,  or  extravagance 
in  life,  have  made  a reiidence  abroad  more  agreeable  than  at  home.  It  is  ealy 
to  fnppofe  that  they  here  find  a level  of  fociety  that  tempts  them  to  herd  in  the 
fame  place.  Certainly  it  is  not  cheapnefs,  for  it  is  rather  dear.  The  mixture 
©f  French  and  Englifh  women  makes  an  odd  appearance  in  the  ftreets;  the 
latter  are  drefted  in  their  own  faftiion;  but  the  French  heads  are  all  without 
hats,  with  clofe  caps,  and  the  body  covered  with  a long  cloak  that  reaches 
to  the  feet.  The  town  has  the  appearance  of  being  flourifhing  : the  buildings 
good,,  and  in  repair,  with  fome  modem  ones  ; perhaps  as  lure  a teft  of  profpe- 
rity  as  any  other.  They  are  railing  alfo  a new  church,  on  a large  and  expen- 
five  fcale.  The  place  on  the  whole  is  chearful,  the  environs  pleafing,  and  the 
fea-fhore  is  a flat  Fraud  of  firm  fand  as  far  as  the  tide  reaches.  The  high  land 
adjoining  is  worth  viewing  by  thofe  who  have  not  already  feen  the  petrification 
of  clay  ; it  is  found  in  the  Itoney  and  argilaceous  Fate,  juF  as  I defcribed  at 
Harwich.  ( Annals  of  Agriculture , vol.  vi.  p.  218.) — 24  miles. 

The  1 8 th.  The  view  of  Boulogne  from  the  other  fide,  at  the  diftance  of  a mile 
is  a pleafing  landfcape ; the  river  meanders  in  the  vale,  and  fpreads  in.  a fine  reach 
under  the  town,  juF  before  it  falls  into  the  fea,  which  opens  between  two  high 
lands,  one  of  which  backs  the  town. — The  view  wants  only  wood;  for  if  the 
hills  had  more,  fancy  could  fcarcely  paint  a more  agreeable  fcene.  The  country 
improves,  more  inclofed,  and  fome  parts  Frongly  refembling  England.  Some 
fine  meadows  about  Bonbrie,  and  feveral  chateaus.  I am  not  profefledly  in  this 
diary  on  hufbandry,  but  muF  juft  obferve,  that  it  is  to  the  full  as  had  as  the  country 
is  good ; corn  miferable  and  yellow  with  weeds,  yet  all  fummer  fallowed  with  loft 
attention.  On  the  hills,  which  are  at  no  great  diftance  from  the  fea,  the  trees 
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turn  their  heads  from  it,  fhorn  of  their  foliage:  it  is  not  therefore  to  the  S.  W. 
alone  that  we  lhould  attribute  this  effect. — If  the  French  have  not  hufbandry  to 
fhew  us,  they  have  roads ; nothing  can  be  more  beautiful,  or  kept  in  more  gar- 
den order,  if  I may  ufe  the  expreffion,  than  that  which  paffes  through  a fine- 
wood  of  Monf.  Neuvillier’s ; and  indeed  for  the  whole  way  from  Samer  it  is 
wonderfully  formed:  a vaft  caufeway,  with  hills  cut  to  level  vales;  which, 
would  fill  me  with  admiration,  if  I had  known  nothing  of  the  abominable 
eorvees , that  make  me  commiferate  the  oppreffed  farmers,  from  whofe  extorted 
labour  this  magnificence  has  been  wrung.  Women  gathering  grabs  and  weeds 
by  hand  in  the  woods  for  their  cows  is  a trait  of  poverty. 

Pafs  turberries , near  Montreuil,  like  thofe  at  Newbury.  The  walk  round  the 
ramparts  of  that  town  is  pretty : the  little  gardens  in  the  baflions  below  are  lin- 
gular. The  place  has  many  Englifh;  for  what  purpofe  not  eafy  to  conceive,, 
for  it  is  unenlivened  by  thofe  circumflances  that  render  towns  pleafant.  In  a 
fhort  converfation  with  an  Englifh  family  returning  home,  the  lady,  who  is 
young,  and  I conjecture  agreeable,  allured  me  I lhould  find  the  court  of  Ver- 
failles  amazingly  fplendid.  Oh!  how  flie  loved  France! — and  fliould  regret 
going  to  England  if  fhe  did  not  expeCt  boon  to  return.  As  fhe  had  croffed  the 
kingdom  of  France,  I aiked  her  what  part  of  it  pleafed  her  belt;  the  an  Twer 
was,  fuch  as  a pair  of  pretty  lips  would  be  fure  to  utter,  ‘ f Oh  ! Paris  and  V er- 
failles.”  Her  huiband,  who  is  notfo  young,  faid  “ Touraine.”  It  is  probable,,, 
that  a farmer  is  much  more  likely  to  agree  with  the  fentiments  of  the  huiband 
than  of  the  lady,  notwithflanding  her  charms.- 24  miles. 

The  19th.  Dined,  or  rather  fbarved,  at  Bernay,  where  for  the  firft  time  I met 
with  that  wine  of  whofe  ill  fame  I had  heard  fo  much  in  England,  that  of  be- 
ing worfe  than  final!  beer.  No  fcattered  farm-houfes  in  this  part  of  Picardy,, 
ail  being  collected  in  villages,  which  is  as  unfortunate  for  the  beauty  of  a country,, 
as  it  is  inconvenient  to  its  cultivation.  To  Abbeville,  unpieafant,  nearly  flat; 
and  though  there  are  many  and  great  woods,  yet  they  are  uninterefting.  Pals 
the  new  chalk  chateau  of  Monf.  St.  Maritan,  who,  had  he  been  in  England, 
would  not  have  built  a good  houfe  in  that  fituation,  nor  have  projected  his 
walls  like  thofe  of  an  alms-houfe. 

Abbeville  is  faid  to  contain  22,000  fouls;  it  is  old,  and  difagreeably  built; 
many  of  the  houfes  of  wood,  with  a greater  air  of  antiquity  than  I remember  to 
have  ieen;  their  brethren  in  England  have  been  long  ago  demolifhed.  Viewed 
the  manufacture  of  Van  Rohais,  which  was  eftablifhed  by  Louis  XIV.  and  of 
which  Voltaire  and  others  have  lpoken  fo  much.  I had  many  enquiries  con- 
cerning wool  and  woollens  to  make  here ; and,  in  converfation  with  the  manu- 
facturers, found  them  great  politicians,  condemning  with  violence  the  new  com- 
mercial treaty  with  England. 30  miles.. 
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The  2 1 ft.  It  is  the  fame  fiat  and  unpleaiing  country  to  Fiixcourt.— 1 5 miles. 

The  22d.  Poverty  and  poor  crops  to  Amiens  j women  are  now  ploughing 
with  a,  pair  of  horfes  to  fow  barley.  The  difference  of  the  cuftoms  of  the  two 
nations  is  in  nothing  more  (hiking  than  in  the  labours  of  the  fex;  in  England, 
it  is  very  little  that  they  will  do  in  the  fields  except  to  glean  and  make  hay ; the 
firft  is  a party  of  pilfering,  and  the  fecond  of  pleafure : in  France,  they  plough 
and  fill  the  dung-cart.  Lombardy  poplars  feem  to  have  been  introduced  here 
about  the  fame  time  as  in  England. 

Picquigny  has  been  the  fcene  of  a remarkable  tran faction,  that  does  great  ho- 
nour to  the  tolerating  fpirit  of  the  French  nation.  Monf.  Colmar,  a jew, 
bought  the  feignorv  and  eftate,  including  the  viicounty  of  Amiens,  of  the 
Duke  of  Chaulnes,  by  virtue  of  which  he  appoints  the  canons  of  the  cathe- 
dral of  Amiens.  The  bifhop  relifted  his  nomination,  and  it  was  carried  by  ap- 
peal to  the  parliament  of  Paris,  whole  decree  was  in  favour  of  Monf.  Colmar. 
The  immediate  feignory  of  Picquigny,  but  without  its  dependences,  is  refold  to 
-the  Count  d’ Artois. 

At  Amiens,  view  the  cathedral,  faid  to  be  built  by  the  Englifh;  it  is  very 
large,  and  beautifully  light  and  decorated.  They  are  fitting  it  up  in  black 
draoery,  and  a great  canopy,  with  illuminations  for  the  burial  of  the  Prince  de 
Tingry,  colonel  of  the  regiment  of  cavalry,  whole  ftation  is  here.  To  view 
this  was  an  objedt  among  the  people,  and  crouds  were  at  each  door.  I was  re- 
fufed  entrance,  but  fome  officers  being  admitted,  gave  orders  that  an  Englifh 
gentleman  without  fhould  be  let  in,  and  I was  called  hack  from  fome  diftance 
and  defired  very  politely  to  enter,  as  they  did  not  know  at  firft  that  I was  an 
Englishman.  Thefe  are  but  trifles,  but  they  fhew  liberality  ; and  it  is  fair  to  re- 
port them.  If  an  Engliihman  receives  attentions  in  France,  becaufe  he  is  an 
Englishman,  what  return  ought  to  be  made  to  a Frenchman  in  England,  is 
fufiiciently  obvious.  The  chateau  d’eau,  or  machine  for  fupplying  Amiens  with 
water,  is  worth  viewing;  but  plates  only  could  give  an  idea  of  it.  The  town 
abounds  with  woollen  manufactures.  I converted  with  feveral  matters,  who 
-united  entirely  with  thofe  of  Abbeville  in  condemning  the  treaty  of  com- 
merce.  15  miles. 

The  23d.  To  Breteuil  the  country  is  diverfified,  woods  every  where  in  fight 
the  whole  journey. 21  miles. 

The  24th.  A flat  and  uninterefting  chalky  country  continues  almoft  to 
Clermont;  where  it  improves;  is  hilly  and  has  wood.  The  view  of  the 
town,  as  foon  as  the  dale  is  feen,  with  the  Duke  of  Fitzjames’s  plantations,  is 
pretty. 24  miles. 

The  25th.  The  environs  of  Clermont  are  pidturefque.  The  hills  about 
Liancourt  are  pretty ; and  fpread  with  a fort  of  cultivation  I had  never  feen  be- 
fore. 
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fore,  a mixture  of  vineyard  (for  here  the  vines  firb  appear);;  garden,  ana  corn, 
A.  piece  of  wheat ; a fcrap  of  lucerne ; a patch  or  clover  or  vetches  j a bit  of 
vines  ,-  with  cherry,  and  other  fruit-trees  fcattered  among  all,  and  the  whole 
cultivated  with  the  fpade  i it  makes  a pretty  appearance,,  but  muft  form  a poor 
fyftem  of  trifling. 

Chantilly! — magnificence  is  its  reigning  character ; it  is  never  loll.  There 
is  not  tabe  or  beauty  enough  to  foften  it  into  milder  features  : all  but  the  cha- 
teau is  great  and  there  is  fomething  impofing  in  that ; except  the  gallery  of  the 
Great  Conde's  battle,  and  the  cabinet  of  natural  hibory  which  is  rich  in  very 
fine  foesimens,  mob  advantugeoufly  arranged,  it  contains  nothing  that  demands 
particular  notice  j nor  is  there  one  room  which  m England  would  be  called  large* 
The  fiabie  is  truly  great,  and  exceeds  very  much  indeed  any  thing  of  the  kind 
I had  ever  feen.  It  is  y8o  feet  long,  and  40  broad,  and  is  fometimes  filled  witix 
240  Englifb  horfes.  I had  been  fo-accuftomed  to  the  imitation  in  water,  of  the 
weaving  and  irregular  lines  of  nature,  that  I came  to  Chantilly  prepofTebed 


a G-ain ft  the  idea  of  a canal  j but  the  view  of  one  here  is  finking,  and  had  the  ef- 
fect which  magnificent  feenes  imp  refs.  It  ariies  from  extent,,  and  from  the 
right  lines  of  the  water  uniting  with  the  regularity  of  the  objects  in  view.  It 
is^Lord  Kaimes,  I think,  who  fays,  that  the  part  of  the  garden  contiguous  to  the 
houfe  fiiould  partake  of  the  regularity  of  the  building  ; with  much  magnifi- 
cence about  a place,  this,  is  almofi  unavoidable.  The  effect  here,  however,  is 
leffened  by  the  parterre  before  the  cable,  in  which  the  divifions  and  the  dimi- 
nutive jets-d’eau  are  not  of  a fize  to  correfpond  with  tne  magnincence  of 
the  canal.  The  menagerie  is  very  pretty,  and  exhibits  a prodigious  variety  of 
domefiic  poultry,  from  all  parts  of  the  world  ; one  of  the  befi  objects  to  which 
a menagerie  can  be  applied  ; tnele,  and  the  Corfican  bag,  had  all  my  attention..' 
The  hameau  contains  an  imitation  of  an  Englifh  garden ; the  tafte  is  but  juft 
introduced  into  France,  fo  that  it  will  not  band  a critical  examination.  The 
mob  Englifh  idea  I law  is  the  lawn  in  front  or  the  babies  j it  is  large,  of  a 
good  verdure,  and  well  kept ; proving  clearly  that  they  may  have  as  nne  lawns 
in  the  north  of  France  as  in  England.  The  labyrinth  is  the  only  complete  one  I 


hav 


e feen,  and  I have  no  inclination  to  lee  another  : it  is  in  gardening  what  a 


rebus  is- in  poetry.  In: the  Sylvae  are  many  very  fine  and  icarce  plants.  I with 
thofe  perfons  who  view  Chantilly,  and  are  fond  of  tine  trees,  would  not  forget 
to  afk  for  the  great  beech  ■ this  is  the  fineb  I ever  faw ; firait  as  an  arrow,  and, 
as  I guefs,  not  lefs  than  80  or  90  feet  high  ; 40  feet  to  the  firft  branch,  and  1 2 
feet  diameter  at  five  from  the  ground,  it  is  in  all  reipects  one  of  the  fineb 
trees  that  can  any  where  be  met  with.  T wo  others  are  near  it,  but  not  equal  to 

The  fioreft  around  Chantilly,  belonging  to  the  Prince  of 

nd  wide  y the  Paris  road  erodes  it  for  ten 

miles. 


this  fuperb  one. 

;:Conde,  is  immenie,  fpreading  far 
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miles,  which  is  its  leaR  extent.  They  fay  the  capitainerie,  or  paramountihip, 
is  above  100  miles  in  circumference.  That  is  to  fay,  all  the  inhabitants  for  that 
extent  are  peRered  with  game,  without  permifiion  to  deftroy  it,  in  order  to  give 
one  man  diverfion.  Ought  not  thefe  capital neries  to  be  extirpated  ? 

At  Luzarch,  I found  that  my  mare,  from  illnefs,  would  travel  no  fur- 
ther; French  Rabies,  which  are  covered  dung-hills,  and  the  carelefihefs  of 
gar  cons  d'ecuries,  an  execrable  fet  of  vermin,  had  given  her  cold.  I therefore 
deft  her  to  fend  for  from  Paris,  and  went  thither  poR ; by  which  experiment 
I found  that  polling  in  France  is  much  worfe,  and  even,  upon  the  whole,  dearer 
than  in  England.  Being  in  a poR-chaife  I travelled  to  Paris,  as  other  travel- 
lers in  poft-chaifes  do,  that  is  to  fay,  knowing  little  or  nothing.  The  laR  ten 
miles  I was  eagerly  on  the  watch  for  that  throng  of  carriages  which  near  Lon- 
don impede  the  traveller.  I watched  in  vain ; for  the  road,  quite  to  the  gates, 
is,  on  companion,  a perfect  defer t.  So  many  great  roads  join  here,  that  I fup- 
pofe  this  mull  be  accidental.  The  entrance  has  nothing  magnificent;  ill  built 
and  dirty.  To  get  to  the  Rue  de  Varenne  Fauxbourg  St.  Germain,  I had  the 
whole  city  to  crofs,  and  palled  it  by  narrow,  ugly,  and  crouded  lireets. 

At  the  hotel  de  la  Rochefoucauld  I found  the  Duke  of  Liancourt  and  his 
Tons,  the  Count  de  la  Rochefoucauld,  and  the  Count  Alexander,  with  $ny  excel- 
lent friend  Monneur  de  Lazowlki,  all  of  whom  I had  the  pleafure  of  knowing 
in  Suffolk.  They  introduced  me  to  the  Duchefs  D’  FRiffac,  mother  of  the  Duke 
of  Liancourt,  and  to  the  Duchefs  of  Liancourt.  The  agreeable  reception  and 
friendly  attentions  I met  with  from  all  this  liberal  family  were  well  calculated  to 
give  me  the  moil:  favourable  impreflion  * * * * *. 42  miles. 

The  26th.  So  Short  a time  had  I pafied  before  in  France,  that  the  feene 
is  totally  new  to  me.  Till  we  have  been  accuRomed  to  travelling,  we  have 
a propeniity  to  Rare  at  and  admire  every  thing — and  to  be  on  the  fearcli  for  no- 
velty, even  in  circumftances  in  which  it  is  ridiculous  to  look  for  it.  I have 
been  upon  the  full  filly  gape  to  find  out  things  that  1 had  not  found  before,  as  if 
a jftreet  in  Paris  could  be  compofed  of  any  thing  but  houfes,  or  homes  formed  of 
any  thing  but  brick  or  Rone — or  that  the  people  in  them,  not  being  Englifh, 
would  be  walking  on  their  heads.  I fhall  Shake  off  this  folly  as  fa R as  I can,  and 
bend  my  attention  to  mark  the  character  and  difpofition  of  the  nation.  Such 
views  naturally  lead  us  to  catch  the  little  circumRances  which  Sometimes  exprefs 
them ; not  an  eafy  talk,  but  fubjedt  to  many  errors. 

I have  only  one  day  to  pafs  at  Paris,  and  that  is  taken  up  with  buying  necef- 
iaries.  At  Calais  my  abundant  care  produced  the  inconvenience  it  was  meant  to 
avoid ; I was  afraid  of  lofing  my  trunk,  by  leaving  it  at  Defends  for  the  dili- 
gence; fo  I fent  it  to  M.  Mouron’s. — The  confequence  is,  that  it  is  not  to  be 
found  at  Paris,  and  its  contents  are  to  be  bought  again  before  I can  leave  this 

city 
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city  on  our  journey  to  the  Pyrenees.  I believe  it  may  be  received  as  a maxim, 
that  a traveller  fhould  always  truft  his  baggage  to  the  common  voitures  of  the 
country,  without  any  extraordinary  precautions. 

After  a rapid  excursion,  with  my  friend  Lazowfki,  to  fee  many  things,  but 
too  hltiiily  to  form  any  correct  idea,  fpent  the  evening  at  his  brother’s,  where  I 
had  the  pleafure  of  meeting  Monf.  de  Brouiionet,  fecretary  of  the  Royal  So- 
ciety of  Agriculture,  and  Monf.  Defmarets,  both  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences. 
As  Monf.  Lazowfki  is  well  informed  in  the  manufactures  of  France,  in  the 
police  of  which  he  enjoys  a pok  of  coniideration,  and  as  the  other  gentle- 
men have  paid  much  attention  to  agriculture,  the  converfation  was  in  no  flight 
degree  inkrudtive,  and  I regretted  that  a very  early  departure  from  Paris  would 
not  let  me  promife  myfelf  a further  enjoyment  fo  congenial  with  my  feelings, 
as  the  company  of  men,  whole  converfation  {hewed  a marked  attention  to  ob- 
jects of  national  importance.  On  the  breaking  up  of  the  party,  went  with 
Count  Alexander  de  la  Rochefoucauld  port  to  Verfailles,  to  be  prefent  at  the  fete 
of  the  day  following  (Whitfunday)  fleptat  the  Duke  de  Liancourt’s  hotel. 

The  27  th.  Breakfafted  with  him  at  his  apartments  in  the  palace,  which 
are  annexed  to  his  office  of  grand  maker  of  the  wardrobe,  one  of  the  principal 
in  the  court  of  France. — Here  I found  the  duke  furrounded  by  a circle  of  noble- 
men,  among  whom  was  the  Duke  de  la  Rochefoucauld,  well  known  for  his 
attention  to  natural  hiftory  ; I was  introduced  to  him,  as  he  is  going  to  Bagnere  de 
Luchon  in  the  Pyrenees,  where  I am  to  have  the  honour  of  being  in  his  party. 

The  ceremony  of  the  day  was,  the  King’s  invefting  the  Duke  of  Berri,  foil  of 
the  Count  D’Artois,  with  the  cordon  blue.  The  Queen’s  band  was  in  the 
chapel  where  the  ceremony  was  performed,  but  the  mud  cal  effect  was  thin  and 
weak.  During  the  fervice  the  King  wras  feated  between  his  two  brothers,  and 
feemed  by  his  carriage  and  inattention  to  wifh  himfelf  a hunting.  He  would 
certainly  have  been  as  wrell  employed,  as  in  hearing  afterwards  from  his  throne 
a feudal  oath  of  chivalry,  I fuppofe,  or  fome  fuch  nonfenfe,  adrniniflered  to  a 
boy  of  ten  years  old.  Seeing  fo  much  pompous  folly  I imagined  it  was  the 
dauphin,  and  afkedalady  of  fafhion  near  me;  at  which  fhe  laughed  in  my  face, 
as  if  I had  been  guilty  of  the  moft  egregious  idiotifm  : nothing  could  be  done 
in  a w^orfe  manner ; for  the  killing  of  her  expreffion  only  marked  it  the  more. 
I applied  to  Monf.  de  la  Rochefoucauld  to  learn  what  grofs  abfurdity  I had 
been  guilty  of  fo  unwittingly ; when,  forfooth,  it  was  becaufe  the  dauphin, 
as  all  the  world  knows  in  France,  has  the  cordon  blue  put  around  him  as  foon 
as  he  is  born.  So  unpardonable  w7as  it  for  a foreigner  to  be  ignorant  of  fuch  an 
important  part  of  French  hiftory,  as  that  of  giving  a babe  a blue  flobbering  bib 
inftead  of  a white  one  ! 
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After  this  ceremony  was  finifhed,  the  King  and  the  knights  walked  in  a fxsit 
-of  proceffion  to  a fmall  apartment  in  which  he  dined,  faluting  the  Queen  as  they 
palLed.  There  appeared  to  be  more  eafe  and  familiarity  than  form  in  this  part 
of  the  ceremony  ; her  majedy,  who,  by  the  way,  is  the  moll  beautiful  woman  I 
faw  to-day,  received  them  with  a variety  of  expreffion.  On  fome  fhe  fmiled ; to 
others  fhe  talked ; a few  feemed  to  have  the  honour  of  being  - more  in  her  inti- 
macy. Her  return  to  fome  was  formal,  and  to  others  didant.  To  the  gallant  Suf- 
frein  it  was  refpedtful  and  benign.  The  ceremony  of  the  King’s  dining  in 
public  is  more  odd  than  fplendid,  The  Queen  fat  by  him  with  a cover  before 
'her,  but  ate  nothing;  converfing  with  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  and  the  Duke  of 
Liancourt,  who  flood  behind  her  chair.  To  rue  it  would  have  been  a mod  un- 
comfortable meal,  and  were  I a fovereign,  I would  fweep  away  three-fourths  of 
thefe  dupid  forms ; if  Kings  do  not  dine  like  other  people,  they  lofe  much  of 
the  pleafure  of  life ; their  dation  is  very  well  calculated  to  deprive  them  of  much, 
and  they  fubmit  to  nonlenfical  cuftoms,  the  foie  tendency  of  which  is  to  leffen 
the  remainder.  The  only  comfortable  or  amufing  dinner  is  a table  of  ten  or 
twelve  covers  for  the  people  whom  they  like ; travellers  tell  us  that  this  was 
the  mode  of  the  late  King  of  Pruffia,  who  knew  the  value  of  life  too  well  to 
iacrifice  it  to  empty  forms  on  the  one  hand,  or  to  a monadic  refervemn  the  other* 

The  palace  of  Verfailles,  one  of  the  objects  of  which  report  had  given  me  the 
greated  expectation,  is  not  in  the  lead  linking  : I view  it  without  emotion  : the 
imprefiion  it  makes  is  nothing.  What  can  compenfate  the  want  of  unity  ? 
-F rom  whatever  point  viewed,  it  appears  an  afiemblage  of  buildings ; a fplendid 
•quarter  of  a town,  but  not  a fine  edifice ; an  objection  from  wdiich  the  garden 
front  is  not  free,  though  by  far  the  mod;  beautiful. — The  great  gallery  is  the 
fined  room  I have- Teen  ; the  other  apartments  are  nothing  ; but  the  pictures  and 
datues  are  well  known  to  be  a capital  colledlion.  The  whole  palace,  except  the 
chapel,  feems  to  be  open  to  all  the  wrorld ; we  pufhed  through  an  amazing  croud 
of  all  forts  of  people  to  fee  the  procefiion,  many  of  them  not  very  well  dreffed, 
whence  it  appears,  that  no  quedions  are  afked.  But  the  officers  at  the  door  of 
the  apartment  in  which  the  King  dined,  made  a didin  <£t  ion,  and  would. not  per- 
mit all  to- enter  promifcuoufly. 

Travellers  fpeak  much,  even  very  late  ones,  of  the  remarkable  intered  the 
French  take  in  all  that  perfonally  concerns  their  King,  fhewing  by  the  eagernefs 
of  their  attention  not  curiofity  only,  but  love.  Where,  how,  and  in  whom 
thofe  gentlemen  difeovered  this  I know  not. — It  is  either  mifreprefentation,  or 
the  people  are  changed  in  a few  years  more  than  is  credible.  Dine  at  Paris, 
and  in  the  evening  the  Duchefs  of  Liancourt,  who  feems  to  be  one  of  the  bed  of 
' women,  carried  me  to  the  opera  at  St.  Cloud,  where  alfo  we  viewed  the  palace 
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which  the  Queen  Is-  building;  it  is  large,  but  there  is  much  in  the  front  that 
does  not  nleafe  me. 20  miles. 

i 

The  28th.  Finding  my  mare  fiifficiently  recovered  for  a journey,  a point  of 
importance  to  a. traveller  £b  weak  in  cavalry  as  myfelf,  I left  Paris,  accompany- 
ing the  Count  de  la  Rochefoucauld  and  my  friend  Lazowfiki,  and  commencing  a 
journey  that  is  to  crofs  the  whole  kingdom  to  the  Pyrenees.  The  road  to  Or- 
leans is  one  of  the  greatefi  that  leads  from  Paris ; I expected,,  therefore,  to  have 
my  former  impreffion  of  the  little  traffic  near  that  city  removed;  but  on  the  con- 
trary it  was  confirmed;  it  is  a defert  compared  with  thofe  around  London,  lit 
ten  miles  we  met  not  one  Rage  or  diligence;  only  two  msiTageries,  and  very  few 
chaifes;  not  a tenth  of  what  would,  have  been  met  had  we  been  leaving  London 
at  the  fame  hour.  Knowing  how  great,  rich,  and  important  a city  Paris  is,  this, 
circumfiance  perplexes  me  much.  Should  it  afterwards  be  confirmed,  conclu- 
sions in  abundance  are  to  be  drawn., 

For  a few  miles,  the  ficene  is  every  where  Faltered  with  the  {hafts  of  quarries, 
the  Rone  drawn  up  by  lanthorn  wheels  of  a great  diameter.  The  country  diver- 
fified;  and  its-  greateR  want  to  pleafe  the  eye  is  a river ; woods  generally  in  view; 
the  proportion  of  the  French  territory  covered  by  this  production  for  want  of 
coals,  muft  be  prodigious,  for  it  has  been  the  fame  all  the  way  from  Calais.  At 
Arpajon,  the  Marechal  Duke  de  Mouchy  has  a fmali  houfe,  which  has  nothing 
to  recommend  it..- 20.  miles.. 

The  29th..  To.  E Tamps  is.  partly  through  a fiat;  country,  the  beginning  of 
the  famous  Pays  de  Beauce.  To  Toury,  flat  and  difagreeable,  only  two  or  three 


gentlemen’s  feats  in  fight.— — —3 1 miles. 

The  30th.  One  univerfal  fiat,  uninclofed,  unintereRing,  and  even  tedious, 
though  fmali  towns  and  villages  are  every  where  in  fight;  the  features  that 
might  compound  a landfcape  are  not  brought  together.  This.  Pays  de  Beauce 
contains,  by  reputation,  the  cream  of  French  huflxmdry;  the  foil  excellent ; hut 
the  management  all  fallow,  Pafs  through  part  of  the  forefi  of  Orleans  belong- 
ing to  the  duke  of  that  name;  it  is  one  of  the  largeR  in  France. 

From  the  Reepleof  the  cathedral  at  Orleans,  the  profpect  is  very  fine.  Th® 
town  large,  and  its  fuburbs,  of  fingle  Rreets,  extend  near  a league.  The 
vaR  range  of  country,  that  fp reads  on  every  Rde,  is  an  unbounded  plain,  through 
which  the  magnificent  Loire  bends  Lis  fiately  way,  in  fight  for  14 leagues;  the 
whole  fcattered  with  rich  meadows,  vineyards,  gardens,  and  foreRs.  The  po- 
pulation muR  be  very  great;  for,  beRae  the  city,  which  contains  near  40,000 
people,  the  number  of  fmaller  towns  and  villages  Rrewed  thickly  over  the  plain 
is  Rich  as  to  render  the  whole  fcene  animated..  The  cathedral,  from  which  we 
had  this  noble  profpect,  is  a fine  building,,  the  choir  raifed  by  Heniy  IV.  The 
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new  church  is  a pleafing  edifice ; the  bridge  a noble  Structure  of  ffone,  and  the 
firfi  experiment  of  the  fiat  arch  made  in  France,  where  it  is  now  fo  fashionable. 
It  contains  nine,  and  is  410  feet  long,  and  45  wide.  To  hear  fome  English- 
men talk,  one  would  fuppofe  there  was  not  a fine  bridge  in  all  France ; 
not  the  firfi,  nor  the  lafi  error  I hope  that  travelling  will  remove.  There 
are  many  barges  and  boats  at  the  quay,  built  upon  the  river  in  the  Bourbonnois, 
&c.  loaded  with  wood,  brandy,  wine,  and  other  goods;  on  arriving  at  Nantes,,, 
the  veffels  are  broken  up  and  fold  with  the  cargo.  Great  numbers  built  with 
Spruce  fir.  A boat  goes  from  hence  to  that  city,  when  demanded  by  fix  paffen- 
gers,  each  paying  a louis-d’or:  they  lie  on  Shore  every  night,  and  reach  Nantes- 
in  four  days  and  an  half.  The  principal  Street  leading  to  the  bridge  is  a fine  one 
all  bufy  and  alive,  for  trade  is  brifk  here.  Admire  the  fine  acacias  Scattered 
about  the  town. 20  miles. 

The  31ft.  On  leaving  it,  enter  Soon  the  miferable  province  of  Sologne,  which, 
the  French  writers  call  the  trifle  Sologn*.  Through  all  this  country  they  have 
had  Severe  Spring  frofls,  for  the  leaves  of  the  walnuts  are  black  and  cut  off.  I 
Should  not  have  expected  this  unequivocal  mark  of  a bad  climate  after  palling  the 
Loire.  To  La  Ferte  Lowendahl,  a dead  flat  of  hungry  Sandy  gravel,  with  much 
heath.  The  poor  people,  who  cultivate  the  Soil  here,  are  metayers , that  is,  men 
who  hire  the  land  without  ability  to  flock  it;  the  proprietor  is  forced  to  provide 
cattle  and  Seed,  and  he  and  his  tenant  divide  the  produce ; a miferable  fyflem, 
that  perpetuates  poverty  and  excludes  inflrudtion.  At  La  Ferte  is  a handfome 
chateau  of  the  Marquis  de  Coix,  with  Several  canals,  and  a great  command  of 
water.  To  Nonant-le-Fuzelier,  a flrange  mixture  of  Sand  and  water.  Much 
inclofed,  and  the  houfes  and  cottages  of  wood  filled  between  the  fluds  with 
clay  or  bricks,  and  covered  not  with  flate  but  tile,  with  Some  barns  boarded  like, 
thofe  in  Suffolk — rows  of  pollards  in  Some  of  the  hedges;  an  excellent  road  of 
Sand;  the  general  features  of  a woodland  country;  all  combined  to  give  a ffrong 
refemblance  to  many  parts  of  England  ; but  the  hufbandry  is  So  little  like  that 
of  England,  that  the  leafl  attention  to  it  deflroyed  every  notion  of  Similarity.. 
——27  miles. 

June  1.  The  Same  wretched  country  continues  to  La  Loge;  the  fields  are 
Scenes  of  pitiable  management,  as-  the  houfes  are  of  mifery..  Yet  all  this  coun- 
try highly  improveable,  if  they  knew  what  to  do  with  it:  the  property,  perhaps, 
of  Some  of  thofe  glittering  beings,  who  figured  in  the  proceilion  the  other  day 
at  Verfailles.  Heaven  grant  me  patience  while  I See  a country  thus  neglected — * 
and  forgive  me  the  oaths  I Swear  at  the  abfence  and  ignorance  of  the  poffeffors.r — 
Enter  the  generality  of  Bourges,  and  Soon  after  a forefl  of  oak  belonging  to  the 
Count  d’ Artois ; the  trees  are  dying  at  top,  before  they  attain  any  Size.  There. 

the 


VERSON. 


A R G E N T O N. 


*3 

the  miferable.  Sologne  ends ; the  firR  view  of  Verfon  and  its  vicinity  is  fine.  A 
noble  vale  ip  reads  at  your  feet,  through  which  the  river  Cheere  leads,  feen  in 
feveral  places  to  the  diRance  of  fome  leagues,  a bright  fun  burnifhed  the  water, 
like  a firing  of  lakes  amidR  the  £hade  of  a vaft  woodland.  See-  Bourges  to  the 
left. 18  miles. 

The  2d.  Pafs  the  rivets  Cheere  and  Lave ; the  bridges  well  built ; the  flream 
fine,  and  with  the  wood,  buildings,  boats,  and  adjoining  hills,  form  an  animated 
fcene.  Several  new  houfes,  and  buildings  of  good  Rone  in  Verfon ; the  place 
appears  thriving,  and  douhtlefs  owes  much  to  the  navigation.  We  are  now  in 
Berri,  a province  governed  by  a provincial  afiembly,  coniequentiy  the  roads  good, 
and  made  without  corvees.  Vatan  is  a little  town  that  fubfiRs  chiefly  by  {pin- 
ning. We  drank  there  excellent  Sancere  wine,  of  a deep  colour,  rich  flavour,  and 
good  body,  20  f.  the  bottle;  but  in  the  country  10.  An  extend ve  profpedt  be- 
fore we  arrived  at  Chateauroux  where  we  viewed  the  manufactures. 40  miles. 

The  3d.  Within  about  three  miles  of  Argenton  come  upon  a fine  fcene,  beau- 
tiful, yet  with  bold  features ; a narrow  vale  bounded  on  every  fide  with  hills,  co- 
vered with  wood,  all  of  which  are  immediately  under  the  eye,  without  a level 
acre,  except  the  bottom  of  the  vale,  through  which  a river  flows,  by  an  old  cafile 
piCturefquely  fituated  to  the  right;  and  to  the  left,  a tower  riling  out.  of  a wood. 

At  Argenton,  walk  up  a rock  that  hangs  almoR  over  the  town.  It  is  a de- 
licious fcene.  A natural  ledge  of  perpendicular  rock  pulhes  forward  abruptly 
over  the  vale,  which  is  half  a mile  broad,  and  two  or  three  long  : at  one  end 
clofed  by  hills,  and  at  the  other  filled  by  the  town  with  vineyards  riling  above 
it;  the  furrounding  fcene  that  hems  in  the  vale  is  high  enough  for  relief;  vine- 
yards, rocks  or  hills  covered,  with  wood.  The  vale  cut  into  inclofures  of  a 
lovely  verdure,  and  a fine  river  v/inds  through  it,  with  an  outline  that  leaves  no- 
thing to  wilh.  The  venerable  fragments  of  a caRle’s  ruins,  near  the  point  of 
view,  are  well  adapted  to  awaken  reflections  on  the  triumph  of  the  arts  of 
peace  over  the  barbarous  ravages  of  the  feudal  ages,  when  every  clafs  of  fociety 
wTas  involved  in  commotion,  and  the  lower  ranks  were  worfe  flaves  than  at 
prefent. 

The  general  face  of  the  country,  from  Verfon  to  Argenton,  is  an  uninterefi- 
ing  flat  with  many  heaths  of  ling.  No  appearance  of  population,  and  even 
towns  are  thin.  The  husbandry  poor  and  the  people  miferable.  By  the  cir- 
cumRances  to  which  I could  give  attention  I conceive  them  to  be  honeR  and  .. 
induRrious ; they  feem  clean;  are  civil,  and  have  good  countenances.  They 
appear  to  me  as  if  they  would  improve  their  country,  if  they  formed  the  part  of 
a lyfiem,  the  principles  of  which  tended  to  national  profperity. 18  miles* 

The  4th.  Pafs  an  incloied  country,  which  would  have  a better  appearance  if 
the  oaks  had  not  loir  their  foliage  by  infects,  whofe  webs  'hang  over  the  buds, 
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Read  of  reading  their  memoirs,  are  not  able  to  read  at  all.  They  can  however 
fee  • and  if  a farm  was  eflablifhed  in  that  good  cultivation  which  they  ought  to 
copy,  fomething  would  be  prefen  ted  from  which  they  might  learn.  I afked 
particularly  if  the  members  of  this  fociety  had  land  in  their  own  hands,  from 
which  it  might  be  judged  if  they  knew  any  thing  of  the  matter  themfelves  : I 
was  allured  that  they  had  ^ but  the  converfation  prefently  explained  it : they 
had  metayers  around  their  country-feats,  and  this  was  confidered  as  farming 
their  own  lands,  fo  that  they  affume  fomething  of  a merit  from  the  identical 
circumftance,  which  is  the  curfe  and  ruin  of  the  whole  country.  In  the 
agricultural  converfations  we  have  had  on  the  journey  from  Orleans,  I have 
not  found  one  perfon  who  feemed  fenlible  of  the  mifchief  of  this  fyftem. 

The  y th.  No  chefnuts  for  a league  before  we  reach  Piere  Buffiere,  they 
fay  becaufe  the  balls  of  the  country  is  a hard  granite ; and  they  affert  alfo  at 
Limoge,  that  in  this  granite  there  grow  neither  vines,  wheat,  nor  chefnuts,  but 
that  on  the  fofter  granites  thefe  plants  thrive  well : it  is  true,  that  chefnuts  and 
this  granite  appeared  together  when  we  entered  Limolin.  The  road  has  been 
incomparably  line,  and  much  more  like  the  well  kept  alleys  of  a garden  than 
a common  high  way.  See  for  the  fir  ft  time  old  towers,  that  appear  numerous 
in  this  country. — . — 33  miles. 

The  8th.  Pafs  an  extraordinary  fpedtacle  for  Englifh.  eyes,  of  many  houfes 
loo  good  to  be  called  cottages,  without  any  glafs  windows.  Some  miles  to  the 
right  is  Pompadour,  where  the  King  has  a flud ; there  are  all  kinds  of  horfes, 
but  chiefly  Arabian,  Turkilh,  and  Englifh.  Three  years  ago  four  Arabians 
■were  imported,  which  had  been  procured  at  the  expence  of  72,000  livres 
(3149I.)  the  price  of  covering  a mare  is  only  three  livres  to  the  groom  j 
the  owners  are  permitted  to  fell  their  colts  as  they  pleafe,  but  if  thefe 
come  up  to  the  ftandard  height,  the  King’s  officers  have  the  preference,  pro- 
vided they  give  the  price  offered  by  others.  Thefe  horfes  are  not  faddled  'till 
fix  years  old.  They  pafture  all  day,  but  at  night  are  confined  on  account  of 
wolves,  which  are  fo  common  as  to  be  a great  plague  to  the  people.  A horfe 
of  fix  years  old,  a little  more  than  four  feet  fix  inches  high,  is  fold  for  70 1.  ; 
and  15I.  has  been  offered  for  a colt  of  one  year  old.  Pafs  Uzarch  $ dine  at 
Douzenac  3 between  which  place  and  Brive  meet  the  firfl  maiz,  or  Indian  corn. 

The  beauty  of  the  country,  through  the  34  miles  from  St.  George  to  Brive,  is 
fo  various,  and  in  every  refpect  fo  flriking  and  interelfing,  that  I fhall  attempt 
no  particular  defcription,  but  cbferve  in  general,  that  I am  much  in  doubt,  whe- 
ther there  be  any  thing  comparable  to  it  either  in  England  or  Ireland.  It  is  not 
that  a fine  view  breaks  now  and  then  upon  the  eye  to  compenfate  the  tra- 
veller for  the  dulnefs  of  a much  longer  diffridt  3 but  a quick  fucceffion  of  land- 
fcapes,  many  of  which  'would  be  rendered  famous  in  England,  by  the  refort  of 
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travellers  to  view  them.  The  country  is  all  hill  or  valley  ; the  hills  are 
very  high,  and  would  be  called  with  us  mountains,  if  wafle  and  covered  with 
heath ; but  being  cultivated  to  the  very  tops,  their  magnitude  is  leffened  to 
the  eye.  Their  forms  are  various  : they  fwell  in  beautiful  femi-globes  ; they 
project  in  abrupt  mafies,  which  inclofe  deep  glens  : they  expand  into  amphi- 
theatres of  cultivation  that  rife  in  gradation  to  the  eye : in  fome  places  toiled  into 
a thouiand  inequalities  of  furface ; in  others  the  eye  repoles  on  fcenes  of  the 
foftell  verdure.  Add  to  this  the  rich  robe,  with  which  nature’s  bounteous  hand 
has  dreifed  the  dopes,  with  hanging  woods  of  chefnut.  And  whether  the 
yales  open  their  verdant  bofoms,  and  admit  the  fun  to  illumine  the  rivers  in 
their  comparative  repofe  ; or  whether  they  be  elofed  in  deep  glens,  that  afford  a 
paflage  with  difficulty  to  the  water  rolling  over  their  rocky  beds,  and  dazzling 
the  eye  with  the  lufbre  of  cafcades ; in  every  cafe  the  features  are  interelting 
and  characteriftic  of  the  fcenery.  Some  views  of  lingular  beauty  rive  tied  us  to 
the  fpots ; that  of  the  town  of  Uzarch,  covering  a conical  hill,  riling  in  the  hol- 
low of  an  amphitheatre  of  wood,  and  furrounded  at  its  feet  by  a noble  river,  is 
unique.  Derry  in  Ireland  has  fomething  of  its  form,  but  wants  fome  of  its 
richeft  features.  The  water- fcenes  from  the  town  itfelf,  and  immediately  after 
palling  it,  are  delicious.  The  immenfe  view  from  the  defcent  to  Douzenach  is 
equally  magnificent.  To  all  this  is  added  the  fineffc  road  in  the  world,  every 
where  formed  in  the  perfect  manner,  and  kept  in  the  higheft  prefervation,  like 
the  well  ordered  alley  of  a garden,  without  duft,  land.  Hones,  or  inequality, 
firm  and  level,  of  pounded  granite,  and  traced  with  inch  a perpetual  command 
of  profped:,  that  had  the  engineer  no  other  object  in  view,  he  could  not  have  exe- 
cuted it  with  a more  finilhed  taite. 

The  view  of  Brive,  from  the  hill,  is  fo  fine,  that  it  gives  the  expectation  of  a 
beautiful  little  town,  and  the  gaiety  of  the  environs  encourages  the  idea ; but,  on 
entering,  fach  a contrail  is  found  as  difgults  completely.  Cloie,  ill  built, 
crooked,  dirty.  Hanking  Hreets,  exclude  the  fun,  and  almoll  the  air,  from  every 
habitation,  except  a few  tolerable  ones  on  the  promenade. 34  miles. 

The  9th.  Enter  a different  country,  with  the  new  province  of  Quercy,  which 
is  a part  of  Guienne ; not  near  fo  beautiful  as  Limolin,  but,  to  make  amends,  it  is 
far  better  cultivated.  Thanks  to  maiz,  which  does  wonders ! Pafs  Noailles,  on 
the  fummit  of  a hish  hill,  the  chateau  of  the  Marlhal  Duke  of  that  name. — * 
Enter  a calcareous  country,  and  lofe  chefnuts  at  the  lame  time. 

In  going  down  to  Souillac,  there  is  a profpect  that  mull  univerlally  pleale : 
it  is  a bird’s-eye  view  of  a delicious  little  valley,  funk  deep  amongil  lome  very 
bold  hills  that  inclofe  it ; a margin  of  wild  mountain  contrails  the  extreme 
beauty  of  the  level  furface  below,  a fcene  of  cultivation  flattered  with  fine  wal- 
nut  trees ; nothing  can  apparently  exceed  the  exuberant  fertility  of  this  fpot. 
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Souillac  is  a little  town  in  a- thriving  date,  having  home  rich  merchants. 
They  receive  leaves  from  the  mountains  of  Auvergne  by  their  river  Dordonne, 
which  is  navigable  eight  months  in  the  year ; tlieie  they  export  to  Bourdeaux 
and  Libourn 5 alfo  wine,  corn,  and  cattle,  -and  import  fait  in  great  quantities.  It 
is  not  in  the  power  of  an  Engliili  imagination  to  figure  the  animals  that  waited 
upon  us  here,  at  the  Chapeau  Rouge.  Some  things  that  called  themfelves  by  the 
courtefy  of  Souillac  women,  but  in  reality  walking  dung-hills .- — But  a neatly  dreffed. 
clean  waiting  girl  at  an  inn  will  he  looked  for  in  vain  in  France. — 34  miles. 

The  i otbu  Crofs  the  Dordonne  by  a ferry ; the  boat  well  contrived  for  driv- 
ing in  at  one  end  and  out  at  the  other,  without  the  abominable  operation,  com- 
mon in  England,  of  beating  horfes  till  they  leap  into  them ; the  price  is  as  great 
a contrail,  as  the  excellence ; we  paid  for  an  Englifh  whifky,  a French  cabriolet, 
one  faddle-horfe,  and  fix  perrons,  no  more  than  50 /I  (2s..  id.)  I have  paid 
haif-a-crown  a wheel  in  England  for  execrable  ferries,  nailed  over  at  the  hazard 
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of  the  horfes  limbs  .— This  river  runs  in  a very  deep  valley  between  two  ridges  of 
high  hills  : extenfive  views,  all  fcattered  with  villages  and  fiiigle  houfes ; an  ap- 
pearance of  great  population.  Chefnuts  on  a calcareous  foil,  contrary  to  the 
Limoiin  maxim. 

Pafs  Peyrac,  and  meet  many  beggars,  which  we  had  not  done  before.  All 
the  country,  girls  and  women,,  are  without  fhoes  or  dockings-;  and  the  plough- 
men at  their  work  have  neither  fahots  nor  feet  to  their  dockings.  This  is.  a 
poverty,  that  Strikes  at  the  root  of  national  profperity ; a large  confumption 
among  the  poor  being  of  more  coniequence  than  among  the  rich  : the  wealth 
of  a nation  lies  in  its  circulation  and  confumption  ; and  the  cafe  of  poor  people 
abftaining  from  the  ufe  of  manufactures  of  leather  and  wool  ought  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  an  evil  of  the  firfl.  magnitude..  It  reminded  me  of  the  mifery  of 
Ireland.,  Pais-  Pont-de-Rodez,  and  come  to  high  land,  whence  an  im- 
menfe  and  fingular  profpeCt  of  ridges,  hills,  vales,  and  gentle  Hopes,  riling - 
one  beyond  another  in  every  direction,  with  few  maiTes  of  wood,  but  many 
fcattered  trees.  At  lead  forty  miles  are  tolerably  dilrindl  to  the  eye,  and  .with— 
-out  a level  acre  ; the  fun,  on  the  point  of  letting,  illumined  part  of  it,  and 
difolaved  a vail  number  of  villages  and  fcattered  farms..  The  mountains  of 
Auvergne,,  at  the  didance  of  1,00  miles,  added  to  tile  view..  Pafs  by  feverai 
cottages,,  exceedingly  well  built,  of  done,  and  frate  or  tiles,  yet  without  any  glafs 
to  the  windows  ; can  a country  be  likely  to  thrive  where  the  great,  object  is  to 
fpare  manufactures,  r Women  picking  weeds  into  their  aprons  for  their  cows, 
another  fign  of  poverty  I obferved,  during  the  whole  way  from.  Calais. — — - 
30  miles.. 

The  1 1 th.  See  for  the  find  time  the  Pyrenees-,. at  the  dlflanee  of  1 50  miles. — - 
To  me,  who  had  never  leen  an  object  farther  than  60  or  70,  I mean  the  Wick- 
low 


C A H O R $.— ■ V ENT1LLAC. 


4 -9 


low  mountains,  as  I was  goingout  of  Holyhead,  this  was  interefting. 
ever  the  eye  wandered  in  fearch  cf  new  objects  it  was  fore  to  reft  there 
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nere- 

Their 


magnitude,  their  fnowy  height,  the  line  of  reparation  between  two  great  king- 
doms, and  the  end  cf  our  travels  altogether  account  for  this  effedt.  Towards 
Cahors  the  country  changes,  and  has  fomething  of  a lavage  afpect ; yet  houfes 
are  feen  every  where,  and  one-third  of  it  under  vines. 

That  town  is  bad ; the  flreets  neither  wide  nor  ftrait,  but  the  new  road  is  an 
improvement.  The  chief  objects  of  its  trade  and  refource  are  vines  and  brandies. 
The  true  Yin  de  Cahors,  which  has  a great  reputation,  is  the  produce  of  a range 
of  vineyards,  very  rocky,  on  a ridge  of  hills  full  to  the  fouth,  and  is  called  Vin 
de  Grave,  becaufe  growing  on  a gravelly  foil.  In  plentiful  years,  the  price  of 
good  wine  here  does  hot  exceed  that  of  the  calk;  laft  year  it  was  fold  at  ios.  6d. 
a barique,  or  8d.  a dozen.  We  drank  it  at  the  Trois  Rois  from  three  to  ten 
years  old,  the  latter  at  30^  (is.  3d.)  the  bottle ; both  excellent,  full  bodied, 
great  fpirit,  without  being  fiery,  and  to  my  palate  much  better  than  our  ports. 
I liked  it  fo  well,  that  I eftablifhed  a correfpondence  with  Monf.  Andoury,  the 
innkeeper  *.  The  heat  of  this  country  is  equal  to  the  production  of  itrong  wine. 
This  was  the  moil  burning  day  we  had  experienced. 

On  leaving  Cahors,  the  mountain  of  rock  riles  fo  immediately,  that  it  leems 
as  if  it  would  tumble  into  the  town.  The  leaves  of  walnuts  are  now  black  with 
frofts  that  happened  within  a fortnight.  On  enquiry,  I found  they  are  fubjedt  to 
thefe  frofts  all  through  the  fpring  months ; and  though  rye  is  femetiities  killed 
by  them,  the  mildew  in  wheat  is  hardly  known ; — -a  fade  Sufficiently  deft ruciive 
of  the  theory  of  frofts  being  the  caufe  of  that  diftemper.  It  is  very  rare  that 
any  fnow  falls  here.  Sleep  at  V entillac. —22  miles. 

The  1 2th.  The  fhape  and  colour  of  the  peafants  houfes  here  add  a beauty  to 
the  country  ^ they  are  Square,  white,  and  with  rather  flat  roofs,  but  few  win- 
drows. The  peafants  are  for  the  moil  part  land-proprietors.  Immenfeview  of 
the  Pyrenees  before  us,  of  an  extent  and  height  truly  fublime : near  Perges, 
a rich  vale,  that  feems  to  reach  uninterruptedly  to  thofe  mountains,  is  a 
glorious  fcenery ; one  vaft  flieet  of  cultivation ; every  where  chequered  with 
thefe  well  built  white  houfes  ; — the  eye  lofing  itfelf  in  the  vapour,  which  ends 
only  with  that  ftupendous  ridge,  whole  fno w-capped  heads  are  broken  into  the 
boldeft  outline.  The  road  to  Cauflade  leads  through  a very  flne  avenue  of  fix 
rows  of  trees,  two  of  them  mulberries,  which  are  the  flrft  we  have  feen  . Thus 
we  have  travelled  almoft  to  the  Pyrenees  before  wre  met  with  an  article  of  culture 
which  fome  want  to  introduce  into  England.  The  vale  here  is  all  on  a dead 
level  • the  road  finely  made,  and  mended  with  gravel.  Montauban  is  old,  but 


* I fince  had  a barique  of  him  ; but  whether  he  fent  bad  wine,  which  I am  not  willing  to  believe, 
or  that  k came  through  bad  hands,  I know  not.  It  is  however  fo  had,  as  to  be  item  for  folly. 
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not  ill  built.  There  are  many  good  houfes,  without  forming  handfome  fireetjo- 
It  is  faid  to  be  very  populous^  and  the  eye  confirms  the  intelligence.  The  ca- 
thedral is  modern,,  and  pretty  well  built,  but  too  heavy.  The  public  college, 
the  ferninary,  the  bifhop’s  palace,  and  the  houfe  of  the  firfl  prefident  of  the  court 
of  aids  are  good  buildings ; the  laid  large,  with  a mold  fhewy  entrance..  The 
promenade  is  finely  fituated ; built  on  the  highefl  part  of  the  rampart,  and  com- 
manding that  noble  vale,  or  rather  plain,  one  of  the  richefl  in  Europe,  which 
extends  on  one  fide  to  the  fea,  and  in  front  to  the  Pyrenees;  whofe  towering 
maifes,  heaped  one  upon,  another,  in  a ftupendous  manner,  and  covered  with  fnow, 
offer  a variety  of  lights  and  fhades  from  undented  forms,  and  the  immenfity  of 
their  projections..  This  profpedt,  which  contains  a femi-circle  of  an  hundred 
miles  diameter,  has  an  oceanic  valtnefs,  in  which  the  eye  lofes  itfelf;  an  almofd 
boundlefs  fcene  of  cultivation ; an  animated,  but  confufed  mafs  of  infinitely  varied 
parts — melting  gradually  into,  the  diflant  cbfcure,  from  which  emerges  the 
amazing  frame  of  the  Pyrenees,  rearing  their  filvered  heads  far  above  the  clouds. 
At  Montauban,  I met  Capt.  Plampin,  of  the  royal  navy ; he  was  with  Major 
Grew,  who  has  a houfe  and  family  here,  to  wdiich  he  politely  carried  us ; it  is 
fweetly  fituated  on  the  fkirts  of  the  town,  commanding  a fine  view ; they  were 
fo  obliging  as  to  refolve  my  enquiries  upon  fome  points,  of  which  a refidence 
made  them  complete  judges;.  Living  is  reckoned  cheap  here;  a family  was 
named  to  us,,  whofe  income  was  fjppofed.  to  be  about  1500  louis  a-year,  and 
who  lived  as  handfomely  as  i-n  England  on  5000I.  The  comparative  deamefs 
and  cheapnefs  of  different  countries  is  a fubjecl  of  confiderable  importance,  but 
difficult  to  analize..  As  I conceive  the  Englifh  to  have  made  far  greater  advan- 
ces in  the  ufeful  arts,  and  in.  manufactures,  than  the  French  have  done,  Eng- 
land ought  to  he  the  cheaper  country.  What  we  meet,  with  in  France,  is  a 
cheap  modi  of  living , which  is  quite  another  conlideration.- 30  miles. 

The  1 3th.  Pafs  Grifolles,  where  are  well  Built  cottages  without  glafs,  and  feme 
with  no  other  light  than  the  door.  Dine  at  Pompinion,  at  the  Girand  Scleil,  ail 
uncommonly  good  inn, where. Capt.  Plampin,  who  ^accompanied  us  thus  far,  took 
his  leave..  Here  we  had.  a violent  florin  of  thunder  and  lightning,  with  rain 
much. heavier  I thought  than  I had  known  in  England;. but, .when  we.  fet  out  for 
Toulouze,  I,  was  immediately  convinced . that  fuch  a violent  fhov/er  had  never 
fallen  in  that  kingdom ; for  the  deitruClion  it  had  poured  on  the  noble  fcene  of 
cultivation, which  but  a moment  before  was.  finding  with  exuberance,  was  ter- 
rible to  behold.  Alb  now  one  fcene  of  diifrefs  :.the  fined:  crops  of  wheat  beaten 


fo  fiat-  to.,  the.  ground,  that  X queffion  whether  they  can  ever  rife  again ; other, 
fields  To  inundated,  , that  we  were  actually  in  doubt  whether  we  were  looking  on 
what  was  lately  land, or  always  water.  The  ditches  had  been  filled  rapidly  with, 
mud,  liad  overflowed  the  road, and  fwept  dirt  and  gravel. over  the  crops. 
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Crofs  one  of  the  fineffc  plains  of  wheat  that  is  any  where  to  be  feen;  the  ftorm, 
therefore,  was  fortunately  partial.  Pafs  St.  Jorry;  a noble  road,  but  not  better 
than  in  Limofin.  It  is  a deiert  to  the  very  gates  of  Toulouze;  meet  not  more 
perfons  than  if  it  were  100  miles  from  any  town. 31  miles. 

The  14th.  View  the  city,  which  is  very  ancient  and  very  large,  but  not 
peopled  in  proportion  to  its  fize:  the  buildings  are  a mixture  of  brick  and  wood, 
and  have  confequently  a melancholy  appearance.  This  place  has  always  prided 
itfelf  on  its  tafte  for  literature  and  the  line  arts.  It  has  had  a univerfity  fince 
1215:  and  it  pretends  that  its  famous  academy  of  Jeux  Floraux  is  as  old  as-  1323-. 
It  has  alfo  a royal  academy  of  fciences,  another  of  painting,  fculpture,  and  archi- 
tecture. The  church  of  the  Cordelliers  has  vaults,  into  which  we  defcended, 
that  have  the  property  of  preferving  dead  bodies  from  corruption  ; we  faw  many 
that  they  afiert  to  be  500  years  old.  If  I had  a vault  well  lighted,  that  would 
preferve  the  countenance  and  phyfiognomy  as  well  as  the  nefli  and  bones,  I 
fhould  like  to  have  it  peopled  with  all  my  anceftors ; and  this  defire  would,  I 
fuppofe,  be  proportioned  to  their  merit  and  celebrity ; but  to  one  like  this,  that 
preferves  cadaverous  deformity,  and  gives  perpetuity  to  death,  the  voracity  of  a 
common  grave  is  preferable.  But  Toulouze  is  not  without  objedts  more  inter- 
efting  than  academies;  thefe  are  the  new  quay,  the  corn  mills,  and  the  canal  de 
Brien.  The  quay  is  of  a great  length,  and  in  all  re  {pedis  a noble  work:  the 
houfes  intended  to  be  built  will  be  regular  like  thofe  already  eredied,  in  a ftile 
aukward  and  inelegant.  The  canal  de  Brien,  fo  called  from  the  archbhhop  of 
Toulouze,  afterwards  prime  minifter  and  cardinal,  was  planned  and  executed  in 
order  to  join  the  Garonne  here  with  the  canal  of  Languedoc,  which  is  united  at  two 
miles  from  the  town  with  the  fame  river.  The  necefiity  of  fuch  a junction  arifes 
from  the  navigation  of  the  river  in  the  town  being  abfoiutely  impeded  by  the 
wear  which  is  made  acrofs  it  in  favour  of  the  corn  mills.  It  pafles  arched 
under  the  quay  to  the  river,  and  one  fiuice  levels  the  water  writh  that  of  the  Lan- 
guedoc canal.  It  is  broad  enough  for  feveral  barges  to  pafs  abreafL  Thefe  under- 
takings have  been  well  planned,  and  their  execution  is  truly  magnificent:  there  is 
however  more  magnificence  than  trade;  for  while  the  Languedoc  canal  is  alive 
with  commerce,  that  of  Brien  is  a defert. 

Among  other  things  we  viewed  at  Toulouze,  was  the  houfe  of  Monf.  du  Bar  re, 
brother  of  the  hufband  of  the  celebrated  countefs.  By  feme  tranfadlions,  favour- 
able to  anecdote,  which  enabled  him  to  draw  her  from  obfeurity,  and  afterwards 
to  marry  her  to  his  brother,,  he  contrived  to  make  a pretty  confiderable  fortune. 
On  the  firld  floor  is  one  principal  and  complete  apartment,  containing  ieven  or 
eight  rooms,  fitted  up  and  furnhhed  with  fiich  profufion  of  expence,  that  if  a fond 
lover,  at  the  head  of  a kingdom’s  finances,  were  decorating  for  his  miftrefs,  he 
Gould  hardly  give  in  large  any  thing  that  is  not  here  to  be  feen  on  a moderate 
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fcals.  T®  thofe  who  are  fond  of  gilding  here  is  enough  to  fatiate;  fo  much 
that  to  an  Englilh  eye  it  has  too  gaudy  an  appearance.  But  the  glafles  are  large 
and  numerous.  The  drawing-room  very  elegant  (gilding  always  excepted).— 
Here  I remarked  a contrivance  which  has  a plealing  effeff ; that  of  a looking- 
glafs  before  the  chimnies,  inffead  of  thofe  various  fcreens  ufed  in  England:  it 
Tides  backwards  and  forwards  into  the  wall  of  the  room.  There  is  a portrait  of 
Madame  du  Barre,  which  is  faid  to  be  very  like ; if  it  really  is,  one  would  par- 
don a Kino-  feme  follies  committed  at  the  Ihrine  of To  much  beauty. — As  to  the 

O v 

garden,  it  is  beneath  all  contempt,  except  as  an  objeff  to  make  a man  Tare  at 
the  efforts  to  which  folly  can  arrive:  in  the  fpace  of  an  acre,  there  are  hills  of 
genuine  earth,  mountains  of  pafte-board,  rocks  of  canvafs  : abbees,  cows,  Iheep, 
and  fhepherdefies  in  lead;  monkeys  and  peafants,  afies  and  altars,  in  Tone.  Fine 
ladies  and  blackfmiths,  parrots  and  lovers,  in  wood.  Windmills  and  cottages, 
Chops  and  villages,  nothing  excluded  except  nature. 

The  15th,  Meet  Highlanders,  who  put  me  in  mind  of  thofe  of  Scotland  ; 
law  them  firft  at  Monfauban;  they  have  round  flat  caps,  and  loofe  breeches  : 

Pipers,  blue  bonnets,  and  oat-meal,  are  found/'  fays  Sir  James  Stuart,  “ in 
Catalonia,  Auvergne  and  Swabia,  as  well  as  in  Lochabar/’  Many  of  the  women 
here  are  without  ftockings.  Meet  them  coming  from  the  market,  with  their 
fhoes  in  their  bafkets.  The  Pyrenees,  at  fixty  miles  diTance,  appear  now  fo 
diTinff,  that  one  would  guefs  it  not  more  than  fifteen;  the  lights  and  Trades  of 
the  fnow  are  ieen  clearly. — 


— 30  miles. 

The  1 6th.  A ridge  of  hills  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Garonne,  which  began  at 
Toulouze,  became  more  and  more  regular  veTerday;  and  is  undoubtedly  the 
moT  diitant  ramification  of  the  Pyrenees,  reaching  into  this  vaT  vale  quite  to 
Toulouze,  but  no  farther.  Approach  the  mountains ; the  lower  ones  are  all  culti- 
vated, hut  the  higher  feem  covered  with  wood : the  road  now  is  had  all  the  way. 
Meet  many  waggons,  each  loaded  with  two  calks  of  wine,  quite  backward  in  the 
carriage,  and  as  the  hind  wheels  are  much  higher  than  the  fore  ones,  it  Chews 
that  thefe  mountaineers  have  more  fenfe  than  John  Bull.  The  wheels  of  thele 
waggons  are  all  Ihod  with  wood  inTead  of  iron.  Here,  for  the  firT  time,  fee 
rows  of  maples,  with  vines,  trained  in  feToons,  from  tree  to  tree;  they  are  con- 
duffed  by  a rope  of  bramble,  vine  cutting,  or  willow.  They  give  many  grapes, 
i>ut#bad  wine.  Pafs  St.  Martino,  and  then  a large  village  of  well  built  houfes, 
without  a fingle  glafs  window. 30  miles. 

The  17th.  St.  Gaudens  is  an  improving  town,  with  many  new  houfes,  fome- 
ihing  more  than  comfortable.  An  uncommon  view  of  St.  Bertrand  ; you  break 
at  once  upon  a vale  funk  deep  enough  beneath  the  point  of  view  to  command 
every  hedge  and  tree,  with  that  town  cluTered  round  its  large  cathedral,  on  a 
riling  ground ; if  it  had  been  built  purpofely  to  add  a feature  to  a lingular  pro- 
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fpe €t,  it  could  not  have  been  better  placed.  The  mountains  rile  proudly 
around,  and  give  their  rough  frame  to  this  exquifite  little  picture. 

Crofs  the  Garonne,  by  a new  bridge  of  one  fine  arch,  built  of  hard  blue  lime- 
ftone.  Medlars,  plumbs,  cherries,  maples  in  every  hedge,  with  vines  trained. — 
Stop  at  LaureiTe ; after  which  the  mountains  almoft  clofe,  and  leave  only  a nar- 
row vale,  the  Garonne  and  the  road  occupying  fome  portion  of  it.  Immenfe 
quantities  of  poultry  in  all  this  country  ; molt  of  it  the  people  fait  and  keep  in 
greafe.  We  tailed  a foup  made  of  the  leg  of  a goofe  thus  kept,  and  it  was  not 
nearly  fo  bad  as  I expected. 

Every  crop  here  is  backward,  and  betrays  a want  of  fun  ; no  wonder,  for  we 
have  been  long  travelling  on  the  banks  of  a rapid  river,  and  muft  now  be  very 
high,  though  ftill  apparently  in  vales.  The  mountains,  in  palling  on,  grow  more 
interefting.  Their  beauty,  to  northern  eyes,  is  very  lingular ; the  black  and 
dreary  proipects  which  our  mountains  offer  are  known  to  every  one ; but  here 
the  climate  cloaths  them  with  verdure,  and  the  highefl  fummits  in  fight  are 
covered  with  wood  ; there  is  fnow  on  ftill  higher  ridges  - 

Quit  the  Garonne  fome  leagues  before  Sirpe,  where  the  river  Nefte  falls  into 
it.  The  road  to  Bagnere  is  along  this  river,  in  a very  narrow  valley,  at  one  end  of 
which  is  built  the  town  of  Luchon,  the  termination  of  our  journey  ; which  to  me 
has  been  one  of  the  moft  agreeable  1 ever  undertook ; the  good  humour  and  good 
fenfe  of  my  companions  are  well  calculated  for  travelling;  one  renders  a journey- 
pleaiing,  and  the  other  inftr active. — Having  now  crofted  the  kingdom,  and 
been  in  many  French  inns,  I fball  in  general  obferve,  that  they  are  on  an  average 
better  in  two  reipects,  and  worfe  in.  all  the  reft,  than  thole  in  England.  We 
have  lived  better  in  point  of  eating  and  drinking  beyond  a queftion,  than  we 
fhould  have  done  in  going  from  London  to  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  at  double 
the  expence.  But  if  in  England  the  beft  of  every  thing  is  ordered,  without  any 
attention  to  the  expence,  we-  fhould  for  double  the  money  have  lived  better- 
than  we  have  done  in  France  ; the  common  cookery  of  the  French  gives  great 
advantage-  It  is  true,  they  roaft  every  thing  to  a chip,  if  they  are  not  cau- 
tioned: but  they  give  fuch  a number  and  variety  of  diihes,  that  if  you  do  not 
like  fome,  there  are  others  to  pleafe  your  palate-  The  deiert  at  a French 
inn  has  no  rival  at  an  Englifli  one;  nor  are  the  liqueurs  to  be  defpifed. — 
We  fome  times  have  met  with  bad  wine,  but,  upon  the  whole,  far  better 
than  fuch  port  as  Englifh. inns  give.-  Beds  are  better  in  France;  in  England 
they  are  good  only  at  good  inns ; and  we  have  none  of  that,  torment,  which  is 
lb  perplexing  in  England,  to  have  the  (beets  aired  ; for  we  never  trouble  our 
heads  about  them,  doubtlefs  on  account  of  the  climate.  After  thefe  two 
points,  all  is  a blank.  You  have  no  parlour  to  eat  in;  only  a room  with  two,  three, 
or  four  beds  ,.  _ Apartments  badly  fitted  up ; the.  walls  white-wafhed ; or  paper  cf 
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different  forts  in  the  fame  room ; or  tapeffry  fo  old,  as  to  be  a fit  nidus  for  moth$ 
and  fpiders ; and  the  furniture  fuch,  that  an  Englifh  innkeeper  would  light  his  fire 
with  it.  For  a table,  you  have  every  where  a board  laid  on  crofs  bars,  which 
are  fo  conveniently  contrived,  as  to  leave  room  for  your  legs  only  at  the  end.— 
Oak  chairs  with  rufh  bottoms,  and  the  back  univerfally  a dired:  perpendicular, 
that  defies  all  idea  of  reft  after  fatigue.  Doors  give  mufic  as  well  as  entrance ; 
the  wind  whiffles  through  their  chinks  ; and  hinges  grate  difcord.  Windows 
admit  rain  as  well  as  light ; when  fhut  they  are  not  eafy  to  open  ; and  when 
open  not  eafy  to  fh.ut.  Mops,  brooms,  and  fcrubbing-brufhes  are  not  in  the 
catalogue  of  the  neceffaries  of  a French  inn.  Bells  there  are  none ; the  jille 
muff  always  be  bawled  for  ,*  and  when  fhe  appears,  is  neither  neat,  well  dreffed, 
nor  handfome.  The  kitchen  is  black  with  fmoke  ; the  maffer  commonly  the 
cook,  and  the  lefs  you  fee  of  the  cooking,  the  more  likely  you  are  to  have  a 
ftomach  to  your'  dinner ; but  this  is  not  peculiar  to  France.  Copper  utenfils  al- 
ways in  great  plenty,  but  not  always  well  tinned.  The  miff  refs  rarely  claffes 
civility  or  attention  to  her  guefts  among  the  requifites  of  her  trade. — — 30  miles. 

The  28th.  Having  been  now  ten  days  fixed  in  our  lodgings,  which  the  Count 
de  la  Rochefoucauld’s  friends  had  provided  for  us ; it  is  time  to  minute  a few 
particulars  of  our  life  here.  Monf.  Lazo  wiki  and  myfelf  have  two  good  rooms  on 
a ground  floor,  with  beds  in  them,  and  a fervant’s  room,  for  4 liv.  (3s.  -6d.)  a-day. 
W e are  fo  unaccuftomed  in  England  to  live  in  our  bed-chambers,  that  it  is  at 
firff  aukward  in  France  to  find  that  people  live  no  where  elfs:  At  all  the  inns  I 
have  been  in,  it  has  been  always  in  bed-rooms ; and  here  I find,  that  every  body, 
let  his  rank  be  what  it  may,  lives  in  his  bed-chamber.  This  is  novel  ; our  Eng- 
liih  cuffom  is  far  more  convenient,  as  well  as  more  pleafing.  But  this  habit  I 
clafs  with  the  ceconomy  of  the  French.  The  day  after  we  came,  I was  intro- 
duced to  the  La  Rochefoucauld  party,  with  whom  we  have  lived ; it  confifts  of 
the  Duke  and  Duchefs  de  la  Rochefoucauld,  daughter  of  the  Duke  de  Chabot ; 
her  brother,  the  Prince  de  Laon  and  his  Princefs,  the  daughter  of  the  Duke  de 
Montmorenci ; the  Count  de  Chabot,  another  brother  of  the  Duchefs  de  la 
Rochefoucauld;  the  Marquis  D’Aubourval,  who,  with  my  two  fellow-travellers 
and  myfelf,  make  a party  of  nine  at  dinner  and  fupper.  A traiteur  ferves  our 
table  at  4 liv.  a head  for  the  two  meals,  two  courfes  and  a good  defert  for  din- 
ner; for  fupper  one  courfe  and  a defert : the  whole  very  well  ferved,  with  every 
thing  good  in  feafon  : the  wrine  feparate,  at  6f.  (3d.)  a bottle.  With  difficulty 
the  Count’s  groom  found  a ffabk.  Hay  is  little  ffiort  of  5I.  Englifh  per  ton; 
©ats  much  the  fame  price  as  in  England,  but  not  fo  good:  ftraw  dear,  and  fo 
fi£arce,  that  very  often  there  is  no  litter  at  all. 

The  States  of  Languedoc  are  building  a large  and  handfome  bathing  houfe,  to 
contain  various  Separate  cells,  with  baths,  and  a large  common  room,  with  two 
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arcades  to  walk  in,  free  from,  fun  and  rain.  The  prefen  t baths  are  horrible  holes ; 
the  patients  lie  up  to  their  chins  in  hot  fulphureous  v/ater,  which,  with  the 
beaftly  dens  they  are  placed  in,  one  would  think  fuffieient  to  caufe  as  many 
diftempers  as  they  cure.  They  are  reforted  to  for  cutaneous  eruptions.  The 
life  led  here  has  very  little  variety.  Thofe  who  bathe,  or  drink  the  waters, 
do  it  at  half  after  five  or  fix  in  the  morning ; but  my  friend  and  myfelf  are 
early  in  the  mountains,  which  are  here  fiupendous ; we  wander  among  them 
to  admire  the  wild  and  beautiful  fcenes  which  are  to  be  met  with  in  almoit 
every  direction . The  whole  region  of  the  Pyrenees  is  of  a nature  and  afpeCt  fo 
totally  different  from  every  thing  that  I had  been  accuftomed  to,  that  thefe  ex- 
curfions  were  productive  of  much  amufement.  Cultivation  is  here  carried  to  a 
coniiderabie  perfection  in  feveral  articles,  efpecially  in  the  irrigation  of  meadows : 
we  feek  out  the  moil  intelligent  peafants,  and  have  many  and  long  con verfa dons 
with  thofe  who  underhand  French,  which  however  is  not  the  cafe  with  all,  for 
the  language  of  the  country  is  a mixture  of  Catalan,  Provencal,  and  French. — 
This,  with  examining  the  minerals  (an  article  for  which  the  Duke  de  la  Roche- 
foucauld likes  to  accompany  us,  as  he  poffeiTes  a confiderable  knowledge  in  that 
branch  of  natural  hiftory),  and  with  noting  the  plants  with  which  we  are  ac- 
quainted, ferves  well  to  keep  our  time  employed  fumciently  to  our  take.  The 
ramble  of  the  morning  finilhed,  we  return  in  time  to  drefs  for  dinner,  at  half  after 
twelve  or  one:  then  adjourn  to  the  drawing  room  of  Madam  de  la  Rochefou- 
cauld, or  the  Countefs  of  Grandval  alternately,  the  only  ladies  who  have  apart- 
ments large  enough  to  contain  the  whole  company.  None  are  excluded;  as  the 
firff  thing  done,  by  every  perfon  who  arrives,  is  to  pay  a morning  vifit  to  each 
party  already  in  the  place ; the  vifit  is  returned,  and  then  every  body  is  of  courie 
uainted  at  thefe  aflemblies,  which  bit  till  the  evening  is  cool  enough  for 
There  is  nothing  in  them  but  cards,  trick-track,  chefs,  and  fome- 
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times  mufic ; but  the  great  feature  is  cards : I need  not  add,  that  I abfented 
myfelf  often  from  thefe  parties,  which  are  ever  mortally  infipid  to  me  in  Eng- 
land, and  not  iefs  fo  in  France.  In  the  evening,  the  company  fplits  into 
different  parties,  for  their  promenade,  which  bids  till  half  an  hour  after 
eight;  fupper  is  ferved  at  nine:  there  is,  after  it,  an  hour’s  con  verb  tion  in  the 
chamber  of  one  of  our  ladies ; and  this  is  the  belt  part  of  the  day, — for  the  chat 
is  free,  lively,  and  unaffected;  and  uninterrupted,  unlefs  on  a poft-dav,  when 
the  duke  has  fuch  packets  of  papers  and  pamphlets,  that  they  make  us  all  po- 
liticians. All  the  world  are  in  bed  by  eleven. 

In  this  arrangement  of  the  day,  no  circumffance  is  fo  objectionable  as  that  of 
dining  at  noon,  the  confequence  of  eating  no  breakfaft ; for  as  the  ceremony  of 
dreffing  is  kept  up,  you  muff  be  at  home  from  any  morning’s  excurfion  by 
twelve  o’clock.  This  iingle  circumffance,  if  adhered  to,  would  be  fufiicient 
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to  deftroy  any  purfuits,  except  the  moft  frivolous.  Dividing  the  day  exactly  in 
halves,  deftroy s it  for  any  expedition,  enquiry,  orbufinefs  that  demands  feven  or 
eight  hours  attention,  uninterrupted  by  any  calls  to  the  table  or  the  toilette : calls 
which,  after  fatigue  or  exertion,  are  obeyed  with  refrefhment  and  with  pleafiire. 
W e drefs  for  dinner  in  England  with  propriety,  as  the  reft  of  the  day  is  dedicated  to 
eafe,  to  converfe,  and  relaxation  : but  by  doing  it  at  noon,  too  much  time  is  loft. 
What  is  a man  good  for  after  his  filk  breeches  and  ftockings  are  on,  his  hat  under 
his  arm,  and. his  head  bien poudret — Can  he  botanize  in  a watered  meadow  ? — Can 
he  clamber  the  rocks  to  mineralize  ? — Can  he  farm  with  the  peafant  and  the 
ploughman  ? — He  is  in  order  for  the  converfation  of  the  ladies,  which  to  be  fure  is 
in  every  country,  but  particularly  in  France,  where  the  women  are  highly  culti- 
vated, an  excellent  employment;  but  it  is  an  employment  that  never  relifhes 
better  than  after  a day  fpent  in  active  toil  or  animated  purfuit ; in  fomething  that 
has  enlarged  the  fphere  of  our  conceptions,  or  added  to  the  ftores  of  our  know- 
ledge.-— I am  induced  to  make  this  obfervation,  beeaufe  the  noon  dinners  are  cuf- 
tomary  all  over  France,  except  with  perfons  ef  confiderable  fafhion  at  Paris. 
They  cannot  be  treated  with  too  much  ridicule  or  feverity,  for  they  are  abfo- 
lutely  hoftile.  to  every  view  of  fcience,  to  every  fpirited  exertion,  and  to  every 
uleful  purfuit  in  life. 

Living  in  this  way,  however,  with  feveral  perfons  of  the  frit  fafhion  in  the 
kingdom,  is  an  ebjeCt  to  a foreigner  felicitous  to  remark  the  manners  and 
character  of  the  nation.  I have  every  reafon  to  be  pleafed  with  the  experi- 
ment, as  it  affords  me  a conftani  opportunity  to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  an  unaf- 
fected and  polifhed  fociety,  in  which  an  invariable  fweetnefs  of  difpofition,  mild- 
nefs  of  character,  and  what  in  Englifh  we  emphatically  call  good  temper , emi- 
nently prevail: — teeming  to  arife at  leaft  I conjecture  it,  from  a thoufand 

little  namelefs  and  peculiar  circumftances — not  refulting  entirely  from  the  per- 
fonal  character  of  the  individuals,  but  apparently  holding  of  the  national  one.— 
Beiides  the  perfons  I have  named,  there  are  among  others  at  our  affemblies,  the 
Marquis  and  Marchionefs  de  Hautfort ; the  Duke  and  Duchefs  de  Ville  (this 
du chefs  is  among  the  good  order  of  beings)  ; the  Chevalier  de  Peyrac ; Monf. 
i’Abbe  Baftard;  Baron  de  Serres;  Vifcountefs  Duhamel ; the  Bifhops  of  Croire 
and  Montauban  ; Monf.  de  la  Marche;  the  Baron  de  Montagu,  a chefs  player ; 
the  Chevalier  de  Cheyron;  and  Monf.  de  Bellecomb,  who  commanded  in  Pondi- 
cherry, and  was  taken  by  the  Englifh.  There  are  alfo  about  half  a dozen  young 
officers,  and  three  or  four  abbees. 

If  I may  hazard  a remark  on  the  converfation  of  French  aflemblies,  from 
what  I have  known  here,  I fhould  praile  them  for  equanimity  but  condemn 
them  for  inidpidity.  All  vigour  of  thought  feems  fo  excluded  from  expref- 
fion,  that  characters  of  ability  and  of  inanity  meet  nearly  on  a par:  tame  and 
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elegant,  uninteresting  and  polite,  the  mingled  mafs  of  communicated  ideas 
has  powers  neither  to  offend  nor  inffrudt  $ where  there  is  much  poiifh  of  cha- 
racter there  is  little  argument ; and  if  you  neither  argue  nor  difcufs,  what  is  con- 
vention ? — Good  temper,  and  habitual  eafe,  are  the  Arff  ingredients  in  private 
fociety ; but  wit,  knowledge,  or  originality,  muff  break  their  even  furface  into 
fome  inequality  of  feeling,  or  converfation  is  like  a journey  on  an  endlefs  flat. 

Of  the  rural  beauties  we  have  to  contemplate,  the  valley  of  Larbouffe,  in  a 
nook  of  which  the  town  of  Luchon  is  fltuated,  is  the  principal,  with  its  far- 
rounding  accompanyment  of  mountain.  The  range  that  bounds  it  to  the  north 
is  bare  of  wood  but  covered  with  cultivation ; and  a large  village,  about  three 
parts  of  its  height,  is  perched  on  a ffeep,  that  aimed  makes  the  unaccuftomed 
eye  tremble  with  apprehenflon,  that  the  village,  church,  and  people  will  come 
tumbling  into  the  valley.  Villages  thus  perched,  like  eagles  nefes  on  rocks,  are 
a general  circumfliance  in  the  Pyrenees,  which  appear  to  be  wonderfully  peopled. 
The  mountain,  that  forms  the  weftern  wall  of  the  valley,  is  of  a prodigious 
magnitude.  Watered  meadow  and  cultivation  rife  more  than  one-third  the 
height.  A forefl  of  oak  and  beech  forms  a noble  belt  above  it  ^ higher  dill  is  a 
region  of  ling ; and  above  all  fnow.  From  whatever  point  viewed,  this  moun- 
tain is  commanding  from  its  magnitude,  and  beautiful  from  its  luxuriant  foliage. 
The  range  which  clofes  in  the  valley  to  the  eafl  is  of  a character  different  from 
the  others  5 it  has  more  variety,  more  cultivation,  villages,  forefts,  glens,  and 
cafcades.  That  of  Gouzat,  which  turns  a mill  as  foon  as  it  falls  from  the  moun- 
tain, is  romantic,  wdtli  every  accompanyment  neceffary  to  give  a high  degree  of 
pidturefque  beauty.  There  are  features  in  that  of  Montauban,  which  Claude 
Loraine  would  not  have  failed  transfufing  on  his  canvafs  ; and  the  view  of  the 
vale  from  the  chefnut  rock  is  gay  and  animated.  The  termination  of  our  val- 
ley to  the  fouth  is  fliriking ; the  river  Nefte  pours  in  inceffant  cafcades  over  rocks 
that  feem  an  eternal  refi fiance.  The  eminence  in  the  centre  of  a fmall  vale, 
on  which  is  an  old  tower,  is  a wild  and  romantic  fpot ; the  roar  of  the  waters 
beneath  unites  in  effedt  with  the  mountains,  whofe  towering  foreffs,  flnifhing  in 
fnow,  give  an  awful  grandeur,  a gloomy  greatnefs  to  the  fcene ; and  feem  to 
raife  a barrier  of  reparation  between  the  kingdoms,  too  formidable  even  for  ar- 
mies to  pafs.  But  what  are  rocks,  and  mountains,  and  fnow,  when  oppofed  to 
human  ambition  ? — In  the  recedes  of  the  pendent  woods,  the  bears  And  their 
habitation,  and  on  the  rocks  above,  the  eagles  have  their  nefls.  All  around  is 
great ; the  fublime'  of  nature,  with  impoiing  majefty,  impreffes  awe  upon  the 
mind  ; attention  is  rivetted  to  the  fpot ; and  imagination,  with  all  its  excurfive 
powers,  feeks  not  to  wander  beyond  the  fcene. 

Deepens  the  murmurs  of  the  falling  floods, 

And  breathes  a browner  horror  o’er  the  woods. 
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To  view  thefe  fcenes  tolerably,  is  a bufmefs  of  fome  days ; and  fuch  is  the  cli- 
mate here,  or  at  lead  has  been  fince  I was  at  Bagnere  de  Luchon,  that  not  more 
than  one  day  in  three  is  to  be  depended  on  for  fine  weather.  The  heights  of  the 
mountains  is  fuch,  that  the  clouds,  perpetually  broken,  pour  down  quantities  of 
rain.  From  June  26th  to  July  2d,  we  had  one  heavy  fbower,  which  lafted  with- 
out intermiffion  for  fixty  hours.  The  mountains,  though  fo  near,  were  hidden 
to  their  bafes  in  the  clouds.  They  do  not  only  arrefi  the  fleeting  ones,  which 
are  pafiing  in  the  atmofphere,  but  feem  to  have  a generative  powder ; for  you  fee 
fmall  ones  at  firft,  like  thin  vapour  riling  out  of  glens,  forming  on  the  fides 
of  the  hills,  and  increafing  by  degrees,  till  they  become  clouds  heavy  enough  to 
reft  on  the  tops,  or  elfe  rife  into  the  atmofphere,  and  pafs  away  with  others. 

Among  the  original  tenants  of  this  immenfe  range  of  mountains,  the  firft 
in  point  of  dignity,  from  the  importance  of  the  mifchief  they  do,  are  the 
bears.  There  are  both  forts,  carnivorous  and  vegetable-eaters ; the  latter 
are  more  mifchievous  than  their  more  terrible  brethren,  coming  down  in  the 
night  and  eating  the  corn,  particularly  buck-wheat  and  maiz  ; and  they  are  fo 
nice  in  choofing  the  fweeteft  ears  of  the  latter,  that  they  trample  and  fpoil  infi- 
nitely more  than  they  eat.  The  carnivorous  bears  w^age  w'ar  againft  the  cattle 
and  fheep,  fo  that  no  ftock  can  be  left  in  the  fields  at  night.  Flocks  rnuft  be 
watched  by  ihepherds,  wrho  have  fire-arms,  and  the  afiiftance  of  many  ftout  and 
fierce  dogs  ; and  cattle  are  ftiut  up  in  ftables  every  night  in  the  year.  Sometimes, 
by  accident,  they  wander  from  their  keepers,  and  if  left  abroad,  they  run  a con- 
fiderable  rifque  of  being  devoured.- — The  bears  attack  thefe  animals  by  leaping 
on  their  back,  force  the  head  to  the  ground,  and  thruft  their  paws  into  the  body 
in  the  violence  of  a dreadful  hug.  There  are  many  hunting,  days  every  year  for 
deftroying  them ; feveral  parishes  joining  for  thatpurpofe,.  Great  numbers  of  men 
and  boys  form  a cordon,  and  drive  the  wood  where  the  bears  are  known  or 
la  (peeled  to  be-  They  are  the  fatteft  in  winter,  when  a good  one  is  worth  three 
iouis.  A bear  never  ventures  to  attack  a wolf ; but  feveral  wolves  together,  wdien 
hungry,  will  attack  a bear,  and  kill  and  eat  him.  W olves  are  here  only  in  win- 
ter. In  rummer,  they  are  in  the  very  remoteft  parts  of  the  Pyrenees — the  moft 
diftant  from  human  habitations they  are  here,  as  every  where  elfe  in  France, 
dreadful  to  (heep. 

A part  of  our  original  plan  of  travelling  to  the  Pyrenees,  was  an  excurfion  into 
Spain.  Our  landlord  at  Luchon  had  before  procured  mules  and.  guides  for  per- 
jfons  travelling  on  bufmefs  to  Saragofia  and  Barcelona,  and  at  our  requeft  wrote 
to  Vielle,  the  firft  Spanifti  town  acrofs  the  mountains,  for  three  mules  and  a con- 
ductor, who  fpeaks  French  ; and  being  arrived  according  to  appointment,  wTe  let 
out  on  our  expedition. 
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July  10th.  My  friend  and  myfelf  are  mounted  on  the  two  heft  mules, 
which  are,  however,  but  imali ; his  fervant,  with  our  baggage,  is  on  a third* 
and  the  owner  of  the  mules,  our  conductor,  marches  on  foot,  boafti'ng  that 
his  legs  are  good  for  fifteen  leagues  a day ; this  is  his  bufinefs  ; but  we  are  not 
a little  difiaopointed  to  find  his  French  is  pretty  much  that  of  a Spanifh:  cow,  if 
I may  me  a common  French  expreffion.  From  Bagnere  to  Luchon,  we 
afcended  ineeffantly,  and,  in  our  way,  viewed  the  paftures  in  the  French  moun- 
tains, which  the  .Spanifh  fiock-mafters  hire  for  their  ftieep  in  fummer ; which, 
in  emigrating,  make  thirteen  days  march  every  year  from  the  lower  parts  of  Ca- 
talonia, The  management  of  thefe  flocks  is  an  object  which  mult  be  explained 
eliewhere.  Having  fatisfied  ourfelves  with  the  examination,  we  returned  to 
the  direct  road  for  Vielle,  which  quits  the  river  Nefce,  about  a league  from 
Bagnere  5 it  enters  foon  after  one  of  the  moft  wooded  regions  of  the  Pyrenees* 
and,  at  the  mine  time,  the  moil  romantic.  The  way  fo  bad,  that  no  horfes 
but  thofe  of  the  mountains  could  pafs  it  ; but  our  mules-  trod  iecurely  amidft 
rolling  hones  on  the  edges  of  precipices  of  a tremendous  depth ; but  though 
fure  footed,  they  are  not  free  from  humbling ; and,  when  they  happen  in  thole 
fituations  to  trip  a little,  they  electrify  their  riders  in  a manner  not  altogether 
fo  pleafantlyas  Mr.  Walker.  Pafs  the  frontier  line  which  divides  France  from 
Spain,  and  hill  riling  on  the  mountains,  we  fee  the  Spanifh  valley  of  Aran,  with 
the  river  Garonne  winding  through  it  in  a beautiful  manner.  The  town  of 
Bohofe  and  the  Spanifh  cuftom-houfe  are  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains.  This 
valley  of  Aran  is  richly  cultivated  ; nothing  fcarcely  can  be  finer  than  the  view 
of  it  from  heights  fo  great  as  to  render  the  common  objects  interehing ; the 
road  leads  under  trees,  whofe  natural  arches  prefent,  at  every  ten  paces,  new 
lam dfc apes.  The  thick  woods  give  fine  malies  of  fhade ; the  rocks-  large,  and 
every  outline  bold;  and  the  verdant  vale,  that  is  fpread  far  below  at  your  feet,  has 
all  the  features  of  beauty,  in  contrail  to  thefublimity  of  the  furrounding  moun- 
tains. Defcend  into  this  vale,  and  halt  at  our  fir  ft  Spanifh  inn.  No  hay, 
no  corn,  no  meat,  no  glals  in  the  windows  ; but  cheap,  eggs  and  bread,  and 
fome  fmall  trout,  1 fy.  (jd.\  Englifh). 

Follow  hence  the  Garonne,  which  is  already  a fine  river,  but  very  ra- 
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pid ; the  inhabitants  of  the  mountains  float  trees  to  their  law-mills,  which 
are  at  work  cutting  boards.  The  whole  valley  of  Aran  is  well  cultivated  and 
highly  peopled  ; it  is  a journey  of  eight  hours,  or  about  forty  Englifh  miles  in 
length,  and  has  thirty-two  villages,  or  rather  little  towns,  which  have  a pretty 
appearance,  the  walls  being  well  built,  and- the  roofs  well  Hated;  but-,  on  en- 
tering, the  fpedtacie  changes  at  once,  for  we  found  tliem  the  abodes  of  poverty 
and  wretchednefs.;  not  one  window  of  glafs  to  be  ieen  in  a whole  town;  fcarcely 
any  chimnies;  the  rooms  cf  both  floors  vomiting  the  irneke  out  of  the  windows. 
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Arrive  at  Vielle,  the  capital  of  this  valley,  and  the  pafiage  from  the  part  of 
France  we  had  left,  to  Barcelona;  a circumftance  which  has  given  it  fome 
trifling  refources.  We  were  here  informed,  that  we  could  not  go  into  Spain 
without  a paflport:  we  waited,  therefore,  on  the  commandant,  lieutenant- 
colonel  and  knight  of  Calatrava,  who  preiides  over  the  whole  valley,  and  its 
thirty- two  towns  ; his  home  was  the  only  one  we  had  feen  in  this  part 
that  had  glafs  windows.  In  his  ante-room,  under  a canopy  of  ftate,  hung 
the  King’s  picture.  We  were  received  with  the  Spanifh  formality,  and 
alTured,  that  a few  months  ago  there  was  an  order  to  fend  every  foreigner, 
found  without  a pafsport,  to  the  troops,  which  thews  well  enough  the 
number  of  foreigners  here.  On  each  fide  of  his  excellency’s  bed  was  a brace 
of  piflols,  and  a crucifix  in  the  middle ; we  did  not  aik  in  which  he  puts  the 
moil  confidence. 

At  Bagnere  wre  W’ere  told  that  the  inn  at  Vielle  wras  good.  We  found 
the  lower  floor  a liable,  from  which  we  mounted  to  a black  kitchen,  and, 
through  that,  to  a baking  room,  with  a large  batch  of  loaves  for  an  oven,  which 
was  heating  to  receive  them.  In  this  room  wrere  two  beds  for  all  the  travellers 
who  might  happen  to  come ; if  too  numerous,  flraw  is  fpread  on  the  floor, 
and  you  may  reft  as  you  can.  No  glafs  to  the  windows,  and  a large  hole  in 
the  cieling  to  clamber  into  the  garret  above  it,  where  the  window’s  were 
without  fhutters  to  keep  out  either  rain  or  wind.  One  of  the  beds  w’as  occu- 
pied, fo  that  my  companion  laid  on  a table.  The  houfe,  however,  afforded 
eggs  for  an  cmlet,  good  bread,  thick  wine,  brandy,  and  fowls  killed  after  we 
arrived.  The  people  very  dirty,  but  civil 26  miles. 

The  nth.  Left  Vielle,  and  took  that  route  to  Barcelona,  which  is  by  the 
■ports  (pafiage  acrofs  the  mountains)  of  Piafs ; another  fomewhat  fhorter  being 
reprefented  as  exceedingly  fteep  and  difficult,  and  the  country  to  that  city  worfe. 
Pals  feveral  of  the  thirty- two  villages  of  the  valley  of  Aran,  that  croud  on  each 
other,  fo  that  the  population  mull  be  very  great.  It  refills  here,  from  the  di- 
vifion  of  property,  and  from  the  plenty  of  cattle  and  fuel  yielded  by  the  moun- 
tains belonging  to  every  parifh. 

Pafs  Arteas  and  jafa ; crofs  the  river  that  falls  into  the  Garonne;  there  is  a fine 
view/ of  the  mountains  over  the  former  of  there  places,  of  wmod,  rock,  andfnow\ 
The  trees  floating;  down  the  Garonne  firrike  their  ends  againfl  the  rocks  in  it,  and 
make  a molt  Angular  nolle,  very  much  like  thunder.  Pafs  Salardeau  and  Tra- 
doze,  which  is  the  lafl  village  of  the  valley,  and  near  it  the  fource  of  the  river 
Garonne  to  the  left ; but  a ftream  to  the  right,  which  we  pafied,  feems  rather 
larger.  All  the  villages  wre  have  feen  appear  equally  w/retehed  ; chimnies  too 
great  a luxury  to  look  for  in  any  of  them.  Vafi:  rocks  of  granite  are  rolled  pro- 
mifcuoufly  from  the  mountains,  and  innumerable  fp rings  pour  down  their  fides. 

We 
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We  then  mounted  to  the  very  top  of  the  Pyrenees,  much  above  fome  of  the  re- 
maining fnow,  and  from  the  fummit  have  a tremendous  view  of  ridges  of 
mountains,  one  beyond  another,  in  Catalonia,  many  of  them  with  fnowy  tops, 
to  the  distance  of  fifty  or  fixty  miles.  It  took  us  four  hours  and  three  quar- 
ters to  get  to  the  top  of  the  highefl  ridge ; yet,  when  we  began  to  afcend,  we 
muff  have  been,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  rapidity  of  the  Garonne  for 
feveral  hundred  miles  from  hence  to  Bourdeaux,  on  fome  of  the  highefl  land 
in  Europe.  No  wTood  at  the  top,  but  paflurage,  amongfl  rocks  of  micaceous 
fchiflus,  for  great  herds  of  cows  and  oxen  that  breathe  the  pure  air  of  this  ele- 
vated region. 

The  iprings  we  now  meet  with  flow  towards  the  Mediterranean ; pafs 
a church  that  Bands  by  itfelf  in  the  defcent,  and  a beautiful  cafcade  of  five  or 
fix  different  falls,  which  pour  down  a torrent  not  lefs  than  five  hundred  feet 
amongfl  wood ; a vail  rock  above  it;  the  whole  a great  but  favage  view.  The 
trees  here  (pines)  are  finer  than  on  the  French  hills;  they  are  all  cut  for  the 
Touloufe  market,  being  carried  over  the  mountains,  and  floated  down  the  Ga- 
ronne ; from  which  we  may  draw  conclufions  on  the  comparative  demand  of 
the  two  kingdoms. 

Pafs  a fpot  where  an  earthquake  threw  down  part  of  a mountain,  flopped  a 
Bream,  and  formed  a large  pond  : it  mull  have  been  a dreadful  convulfion,  for 
the  fpot  is  now  a wafle  of  immenfe  fragments  of  rock,  large  as  cottages,  that 
are  tumbled  about  in  fuch  ruinous  confufion  as  to  be  truly  horrible  to  view. 
The  tradition  is,  that  four  men  and  their  mules  were  buried  under  them.  Come 
to  the  valley  of  Efleredano,  where  wheat  - and  rye  are  cut.  Every  fcrap  on  the 
defcent  is  cultivated ; it  commands  an  extenfive  favage  view  of  mountains,  with 
patches  of  culture  fcattered  about  the  declivities.  The  profpect  down  the  vale 
beautiful. 


Grofs  an  arch  at  the  junction  of  two  rivers,  on  which  rafters  are  now  formed 
of  plank  and  trees,  and  floated  down.  Reach  Scullow ; the  inn  fo  bad,  that 
our  guide  would  not  permit  us  to  enter  it ; we  therefore  went  to  the  houfe  of 
the  cure.  A fcene  followed  fo  new  to  Englifh  eyes,  that  we  could  not  refrain 
from  laughing  very  heartily.  As  our  reverend  hoft  had  a chimney  in  his  kit- 
chen, we  did  not  quarrel  with  the  want  of  glafs  in  his  windows  : he  ran  to  the 
river  to  catch  trout ; a man  brought  fome  chickens,  that  were  put  to  death  on 
the  fpot.  For  light,  they  kindled  fpl inters  of  pine,  and  two  merry  wenches 


and  three  or  four  men  col  leered  to  flare  at  us,  as  well  as  we  at  them,  were  pre- 
fently  bufy  to  fatisfy  our  hunger.  They  gave  us  red  wine,  fo  dreadfully  pu- 
trid: of  the  boraccio,  that  I could  not  touch  it ; and  brandy,  poifbned  with 


annifeed.  What  then  were  we  to  do  ? Seeing  our  diflrefs,  they  brought  out 


bottle  of  rich,  excellent  white  win; 
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but  when  we  came  to  examine  the  beds,  there  was  but  one  to  be  found.  My 
friend  would  again  do  the  honours,  and  infilled  on  my  taking  it : he  made  his 
on  a table,  and  what  with  bugs,  fleas,  rats,  and  mice,  flept  not.  I was  not 
attacked ; and  though  the  bed  and  a pavement  might  be  ranked  in  the  fame  clafs 
of  foftnefs — fatigue  converted  it  to  down.  This  town  and  its  inhabitants 
appeared  equally  wretched  ; the  fmoke  holes,  inftead  of  chimnies,  the  total 
want  of  glafs  windows,  the  chearfulnefs  of  which,  to  the  eye,  is  known  only 
by  the  want ; the  drefs  of  the  women  all  black,  with  cloth  of  the  fame  colour 
about  their  heads,  and  hanging  half  down  their  backs,  no  Ihoes,  no  {lockings  ; 
the  effedt,  upon  the  whole,  as  difmal  and  lavage  as  their  rocks  and  mountains. 
-32  miles. 

The  1 2th.  The  hills  on  each  flde  are  now  almoll  clofe,  and  juft  admit 
the  river,  the  road,  and  a fcrap  of  meadow.  The  rocks  lamellated  fchif- 
tus,  fome  micaceous.  Lavender,  for  the  firft  time,  fpontaneous.  Pafs 
.Briafca,  a village  perched  on  a mountain  like  an  eagle’s  neft.  Come  to  La- 
hourfel,  where  is  an  iron  work,  fteel  and  iron  made  at  the  fame  time,  and 
the  furnace  blown  by  the  fall  of  water  limply,  without  bellows.  The  water 
falls  about  ten  feet,  and,  by  its  motion,  drives  the  air  into  a fort  of  tunnel,  which 
points  to  the  centre  of  the  furnace ; the  bottom  of  the  mafs  of  melted  metal 
is  fteel ; the  middle  of  it  foft,  and  the  upper  part  hard  iron.  They  burn  char- 
coal made  of  pine  wood.  Pafs  Rudafs  on  the  top  of  a rocky  mountain,  and 
come  prefently  to  vines  and  fruit-trees,  yet  fnow  in  light.  As  we  defcend 
to  the  vale,  every  fpot  is  cultivated  that  is  capable  of  it.  Crofs  the  river  to 
Realo,  a long  town  with  many  {hops,  in  which  hemp  fabrics  feem  a principal 
article.  Hedges  of  pomegranates  in  bloflom.  Dine  at  a dreadful  auberge, 
which,  inftead  of  fatisfying,  offended  all  the  fenfes  we  were  mailers  of. 

Hitherto,  in  Catalonia,  we  have  feen  nothing  to  confirm  the  character  given 
.of  that  province ; for  fcarcely  any  thing  has  a tolerable  appearance ; the  towns 
and  the  country  appear  equally  poor  and  miierable. 

Come  to  Jare,  whole  environs  wear  a better  countenance,  on  account  of  an 
immenfe  falt-work  belonging  to  the  King.  Here  firft  meet  with  olives,  and 
•going  up  the  mountain,  which  is  all  of  pudding-ftc-ne,  find  it  cut  into  ter- 
races Supported  by  walls,  and  planted  with  vines,  mulberries,  and  olives. 

The  road  then  led  through  a pafs  in  the  mountains,  which  prefented,  I 
think,  without  exception,  the  moil  ftriking  fcene  that  I had  ever  beheld.  Ire- 
member  the  imprelilon  that  the  ocean  made  on  me  the  firft  time  I faw  it,  and 
believe  it  to  have  been  weaker  than  this ; I fhall  not  fpend  many  words  in  at- 
tempting to  defcribe  what  the  pencil  itfelf  in  the  hands  of  a mailer  would  fail 
to  convey  an  adequate  idea.  The  pafs  is  above  a mile  long ; the  rocks  feem 
■rent  afunder  to  make  way  for  the  river,  which  en  tirely  fills  the  bottom  of  the 
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chafm.  The  road  was  cut  out  of  the  rock,  and  was  wrought  with  gunpow- 
der, a work  of  prodigious  labour  and  expence.  It  paffes  on  heights  that  vary 
the  fcene,  and  that  give  a depth  below  the  eye  enough  to  be  interefling. 
The  mountains  of  fione,  which  rife  on  either  lide,  are  the  moft  tremendous  in 
their  height,  magnitude,  and  pendent  form,  that  imagination  can  conceive. 
Were  all  the  rocks  of  England  piled  on  one  another,  they  would  form  but 
pigmy  heaps,  compared  with  thefe  gigantic  and  flupendous  maffes.  Rocks 
are  commonly,  even  in  their  mod:  bold  appearances,  detached  parts  of  moun- 
tains i and,  however  great  in  themfelves,  have  maffes  above  them,  which 
leffen  their  effed:.  It  is  other  wife  here  : if  we  fuppofe  the  fkeletons  of  moun- 
tains laid  bare  to  the  eye,  it  will  be  but  a vague  idea.  Vaftnefs  of  iize,  per- 
pendicularity of  form — pendent — and  protruding — every  circumftance  that 
can  give  a power  to  inanimate  nature,  to  command  and  arrefl  attention,  is  fpread 
forth  with  an  impofing  magnificence  through  every  feature  of  this  fublime 
fcenery. 

Pafs  Coolagafe,  the  features  of  the  country  now  begin  to  relax ; the  moun- 
tains are  not  fo  high,  and  the  vales  are  wider.  Arrive  at  La  Pobla,  after  a fa- 
tiguing journey  of  thirty-fix  Englifh  miles,  more  than  half  of  which,  as  in  ge- 
neral, we  made  on  foot.  Here  we  fared  fumptuoufly,  for  report  made  the  inn  fo 
bad,  that  we  took  refuge  with  a fhopkeeper.  It  feems  an  extraordinary  circum- 
fiance,  that  in  thefe  parts  of  Spain  you  ride  to  the  door  of  a private  houfe, 
defire  lodging  and  food,  and  pay  of  courfe  what  they  demand.  However,  it 
muff  always  be  taken  into  the  account  of  our  fare,  that  the  wine  of  all  the 
country  is  fo  poifoned  with  the  boraccio,  that  water  is  the  beft  beverage,  unlefs 
annifeed  brandy  fhould  be  to  your  tafte.  Salads  alfo,  a principal  difh  with 
them,  are  not  eatable,  by  reafon  of  the  oil  of  the  country  being  ftrong  and 
rancid  ; a quality  which  the  inhabitants  feem  to  think  effential  to  good  oil,  for 
they  every  where  gave  it  the  higheft  praifes.  This  town  has  fome  good  houfes 
with  glafs  windows  ; and  we  faw  a well  dreffed  young  lady,  attended  in  a gal- 
lant manner  by  two  monks. 36  miles. 

The  13th.  Leave  La  Pobla,  and  crofs  the  river,  which  is  fixty  yards 
wide ; it  compenfates,  by  the  ufe  made  of  its  waters  in  irrigation,  the  mis- 
chief it  does  in  floods,  for  we  paffed  two  large  tradls  deftroyed  by  it.  The 
mountains  around  of  bold  and  interefling  features  ; the  country  in  general  a 
mixture  of  cultivation  and  wafle,  for  fome  fpace  pleafing  enough  to  the  eye  j 
but  they  have  no  meadows,  fo  that  our  mules  have  met  with  nothing  like  hay ; 
ftraw  and  barley  are  their  food ; and  they  tell  us,  that  all  over  Spain  it  is  the 
fame  thing,  with  fome  exceptions  in  watered  lands  for  lucerne.  Much  corn 
threfhing  every  where. 
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The  road  leads  by  Monte  Efquieu,  the  whole  of  which  confifts  of  a whitedlonc 
and  argilaceous  marie.  Look  back  over  a great  profpedt,  but  deftitute  of  wood. 
Ourcalo  a poor  place  : there,  as  every  where  elfe,  the  firft  floor  is  a liable,  which 
is  cleaned  out  not  more  than  once  or  twice  a year,  when  the  land  is  ready  to 
receive  the  dung.  The  delicious  effluvia  given  to  the  reft  of  the  houfe,  in  fo 
hot  a climate,  may  be  conjectured  : rifing  into  the  kitchen  and  the  chambers, 
it  there  meets  with  fuch  a variety  of  other  unfavory  effences,  as  to  form  com- 
pounds liifflcient  to  puzzle  the  moft  dextrous  of  the  aerial  philofophers  to  ana- 
lize.  All  their  white  wine  here  is  boiled.  Defcend  mountains  terraced  for 
olives,  which  grow  well  on  rocks,  but  add  no  beauty  to  them  ; infomuch  that 
cloathing  a country  with  this  moft  ugly  of  all  trees  adds  nothing  to  the  plea- 
fure  of  the  eye. 

Pafs  in  fight  of  St.  Roma,  and  crofs  a diftridt  of  fhells,  and  a large  wafte 
entirely  covered  with  lavender. 

Pafs  up  a hill  which  commands  a vaft  profpeCt  of  diftant  mountains,  W.  S.  W. 
they  are  in  Arragon ; very  high  • and  feen  one  beyond  another  to  a great  diftance ; 
alfo  the  fnowy  ones  of  the  Pyrenees  which  we  have  left.  Following  the  road,  we 
fee  it  opening  to  an  immenfe  view  of  what  at  firft  appears  to  be  a plain,  a great 
range  of  country  towards  the  fea ; but  it  is  all  broken  in  mountainous  ridges,  which 
feem  low,  merely  on  companion  with  the  greater  heights  from  which  we  view 
them.  The  Pyrenees  in  one  great  chain  to  the  left,  and  the  mountains  of  Tor- 
tola to  the  right.  Defcend  to  Fulca,  where  we  flop  for  the  night  at  an  inn  kept 
by  a coniiderable  farmer,  and  meet,  for  Spain,  with,  tolerable  accommodation. 
We  had  here,  in  the  evening,  a moft  tremendous  tempeft.  The  lightning 
which  I have  feen  in  England  has  been  a mere  glimmering,  compared  with 
the  dreadful  corufcations  of  this  ardent  and  eledtric  atmofphere.  A range  of 
the  Pyrenees  was  in  fight  for  one  hundred  miles  in  a line  ; the  forked  ftafhes  of 
the  lightning  darted  in  ftreams  of  fire  to  the  length  of  half  that  extent,  and  much 
of  it  from  an  immenfe  height.  The  colour  was  of  the  brighteft  whitenefs  ; the 
fcene  was  great,  awful,  and  fublime. 28  miles. 

The  14th.  In  the  morning  the  hemifphere  was  all  heavy  with  clouds,  and 
Jome  rain  fell ; we  expreffed  apprehenfions  of  being  wet,  but  our  landlord  faid 
wre  fhouid  have  a very  fine  day ; we  had  confidence,  and  it  proved  a clear 
burning  one. 

Here  I may  obferve,  that  in  above  one  hundred  miles  in  Catalonia,  we  have 
feen  but  two  houfes  that  appeared  decidedly  to  be  gentlemen’s,  one  the  gover- 
nor’s at  Viella,  and  the  other  in  the  town  of  La  Pobla ; and  in  the  fame  line  of 
country  not  more  than  one  acre  probably  in  two  hundred  is  cultivated.  Thus  far, 
therefore,  we  have  experienced  an  entire  difappointment  in  the  expectation  of 
finding  this  province  a garden. 
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Pafs  the  fide  of  a mountain  covered  with  rofemary,  box,  and  brambles,  and 
defcend  into  a rich  vale  to  the  town  of  Pous.  Crofs  the  river  Segre  by  a 
moft  commodious  ferry  boat,  much  better  executed  and  contrived  for  carriages 
and  horfes,  than  any  I have  feen  in  England.  I have  eroded  the  Thames,  the 
Severn,  and  the  Trent,  but  never  faw  any  in  which  the  horfes  were  not  forced 
to  leap  through  a narrow  cut  in  the  fide  of  the  boat  to  the  imminent  danger  of 
being  lamed:  and  I have  known  both  cows,  oxen,  and  horfes  killed  in  the  ope- 
ration. A carriage  may  be  driven  in  and  out  of  this  ferry  boat  without  taking 
off  a horfe,  or  a perfon  moving  from  his  feat.  The  boat  erodes  the  river  by  a 
great  rope  pading  over  a lan thorn  wheel.  The  care  and  attention  given  to  irri- 
gation here  cannot  be  exceeded.  Much  filk  winding. 

They  threfh  their  corn  by  driving  mules  in  the  oriental  method  on  a circu- 
lar floor  of  earth  in  the  open  air;  a girl  drives;  three  and  four  men  turn  the 
ftraw,  move  it  away,  and  fupply  the  floor. 

Pafs  a wafte  of  marie,  with  ftrata  of  talc  in  feme  places  clear  and  tranfparent, 
firming,  and  breaking  in  thin  flakes. — Deferts  for  feveral  miles.  Pafs  Ribel- 
les,  a village  whofe  white  church  and  houfes,  on  the  pinnacle  of  a rocky  hill, 
have  a Angular  efFedt  in  the  midft  of  an  uncultivated  dreary  trade.  Dine  at  Se- 
navia;  the  day  exceflively  hot,  and  the  flies  fo  innumerable,  as  to  be  a per- 
fect plague.  They  have  a good  contrivance  for  keeping  them  oft  the  table  you 
eat  at,  which  is  a moveable  and  very  light  frame  of  canvafs,  fufpended  from  the 
cieling  by  two  pivots,  and  a girl  keeps  pulling  it  backwards  and  forwards  while 
you  are  at  table  : the  motion  it  gives  the  air  drives  oft  the  flies.  Where  this 
invention  is  not  adopted,  fhe  ufes  a hand-flapper  for  the  fame  purpofe,  fanning 
in  a droll  manner,  and  far  from  difagreeable,  when  the  girl  is  pretty.  Pafs 
many  watered  grounds,  with  peaches,  apples,  and  ripe  pears.  Pomegranates  in 
the  hedges  as  large  now  as  walnuts  in  the  fhell.  To  Biofca  moftly  defert  hills, 
but  with  fome  broad  vales.  No  where  ^any  wood  to  be  feen,  except  olives,  and 
evergreen  oaks,  which  are  almoft:  as  fad  as  olives.  Towards  Tora  the  coun- 
try is  more  cultivated,  and  has  fome  fcattered  houfes,  which  I note  as  a new 
e ire u m fiance.  Pafs  Cafile  Follit.  The  country  improves  to  Calaf,  where 
we  arrived  after  a burning  journey  of  40  Englifh  miles,  having  been  fourteen 
hours  on  our  mules. — 


-4.0  miles. 


The  15th. — Sunday.  To  mafs  at  four  in  the  morning:  the  church  almofi 
full  of  muleteers;  it  was  evident  that  we  were  in  Spain,  from  the  fervency  of 
devotion  with  which  they  beat  their  breafis  at  fome  of  the  refponfes  in  the  ier- 
vice.  How  far  this  violent  attention  to  religion  is  connected  with  the  wafie 
ftate  of  their  province,  I fhall  leave  to  others  to  determine.  One  thing,  which 
iurorifed  me  a good  deal,  was  feeing  Great  numbers  of  men  going  out  of  town 
with  reap -hooks  to  cut  their  corn,  juft  as  on  any  other  day;  this  mult  be  with  the 
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leave  of  their  priefts ; and  to  give  fuch  permifiion,  fpeaks  more  liberality  than 
I had  been  taught  to  expedt. 

Crofs  a great  wafte,  and  mount  a hill,  from  whence  an  extenfive  view  over  a 
naked  country;  and,  for  the  fir  ft  time,  we  fee  Montferrat,  the  outline  of  which 
is  interefting.  Dine  at  Camprat,  in  the  midft  of  a rocky  country,  of  a favage 
afpedt,  with  fo  many  waftes,  that  not  one  acre  in  an  hundred  is  cultivated. 
Arrive  at  the  foot  of  Montferrat,  which,  from  the  defcription  given  of  it  by 
Mr.  Thicknefs,  was  one  object  of  our  journey. 

It  is  a remarkably  ifolated  mountain,  but  of  an  immenfe  balls.  An  admi- 
rable winding  road  is  made,  by  which  we  mounted  to  the  convent ; to  make  this 
way  was  a great  effort  in  a country  where  fo  few  good  roads  are  to  be  found. 
Much  of  this  is  hewn  out  of  the  live  rock.  In  other  refpedts,  it  is  one  of  the 
moft  lingular  in  the  world.  On  the  right  hand  is  a wall  of  mountain  fringed 
with  wood,  at  the  top  of  which  are  thofe  ftupendous  rocks,  which  render  it 
famous : to  the  left  a precipice  horrible  for  depth,  but  all  covered  with  plants, 
which  in  England  are  fought  with  anxiety  and  expence  for  adorning  Ihrubberies 
and  gardens ; and  vegetation  here  has  the  luxuriance  which  may  be  expedted  in 
one  of  the  lineft  climates  of  the  world.  The  road  fo  level,  and  thefe  beautiful 
plants  fo  thick,  that  they  altogether  refemble  the  alley  of  a decorated  ground. 
The  Icenery  on  which  you  look  is  every  where  uncommon ; fuch  a confulion 
of  {hades  and  malfes ; fuch  a tumult  of  forms,  that  the  eye  wanders  with  a kind 
of  amazement  from  part  to  part,  without  being  able  to  repofe  in  the  quiet  com- 
mand of  any  diftindt  objedt. 

We  arrived  at  the  convent  in  time  for  the  evening  hymns  and  mulic.  The 
church  is  fplendid,  fome  of  the  pidtures  fine,  and  the  multitude  of  offerings  of 
diamonds,  rubies,  and  ail  other  precious  ftones,  with  the  quantity  of  gold  and 
filver  lamps,  vafes,  &c.  are  the  laft  objedts  for  me  to  dwell  on,  fince  they  never 
raife  any  other  emotion  in  my  bofom  than  of  difguft.  I hate  the  folly  that 
gives  r and  if  the  monks  are  honeft,  I hate  the  folly  that  receives. 

On  our  arrival  we  were  conducted  to  a neat,  plain  apartment  in  the  convent, 
of  two  rooms  furnifhed  with  mere  neceffaries,  and  we  were  fupplied  by  the  fer- 
vants  with  fuch  food  and  wine  as  we  requefted,  at  a very  moderate  expence.  To 
this  ufeful  fpecies  of  hofpitality,  we  were  obliged  for  a comfortable  night’s  reft. 

■ 27  miles. 

The  1 6th.  The  principal  objedt  which  had  induced  us  to  take  Montferrat 
in  our  way,  was  the  amazing  profpect  commanded  from  the  top  of  the  moun- 
tain, and  from  the  various  hermitages  defcribed  by  Mr.  Thicknefs.  This  morn- 
ing we  walked  up  the  hill,  but  the  weather  proved  fo  perverfe  to  our  views,  both 
in  mounting  and  defcending,  that  we  were  the  whole  time  in  the  clouds.  I 
ihouid  moft  willingly  have  ftaid  two  or  three  days  here,  and  waited  for  a better 

timej- 


SPAIN. 


37 

time 3 but  my  friend  was  in  fuch  a burry  to  return  to  Bagnere  to  the  Count  de- 
la  Rochefoucauld,  that  we  mull  have  feparated,  had  I done  it.  In  fuch  tours  as 
thefe,  it  is  always  belt  to  take  a fuperfiuity  of  time ; a thing  very  difficult  to  do 
when  one  travels  in  company;  and  that  of  Monf.  L.  was  much  too  valuable 
and  interefting  to  me  to  allow  fuch  a quemon  for  a moment.  All  we  could  do 
in  our  elevated  fituation,  was  to  mortify  ourfelves  with  imagining  the  prodigious 
profpect  before  us,  without  a poiiibility  of  feeing  five  hundred  yards,  for  the 
clouds  were  beneath  as  well  as  around  us.  We  flopped  at  one  of  the  hermi- 
tages, the  inhabitant  of  which,  a Maltefe  of  a gentleman-like  deportment  and 
manners,  received  us  hofpitably  and  politely,  fetting  out  bread,  wine,  and  fruit. 
He  lamented  our  ill  luck,  telling  us  that  the  ifland  of  Majorca  was  diflinctly  to 
be  feen  from  his  little  garden,  which  we  viewed  with  pleafure,  but  fhouid  have 
been  better  pleafed  to  have  feen  Majorca.  But  though  the  diflant  profpect  was 
thus  excluded,  we  had  the  opportunity  to  examine  and  admire  the  uncommon 
and  ftriking  form  of  the  rocks,  of  which  this  moil:  interefling  mountain  is  com- 
peted ; the  whole  feems  one  vaft  mafs  of  pudding  flone. 

Leave  the  convent,  and  take  the  road  for  Barcelona,  which,  in  richnefs  of 
vegetable  accompanyment,  is  inferior  to  that  by  which  we  came;  we  were  feve- 
ral  miles  defeending.  Pafs  Orevoteau,  where  is  a hedge  of  aloes  four  feet  high : 
here  we  are  in  a high  road,  for  we  meet  for  the  firfl  time  a cabriolet.  Pafs  a 
wretched  floney  defert,  which  yields  only  aromatic  plants,  fcattered  with  dif- 
mal  evergreen  oaks.  Efparagarais  the  firfl  manufacturing  town  we  met  with  ; 
woollen  cloths,  fluffs,  and  laces : the  town  is  near  a mile  long.  Near  Marto— 
rell,  fee  the  triumphal  arch,  faid  to  be  built  by  Annihal;  it  has  been  lately  re- 
paired. In  that  town  every  one  is  employed  in  lace  making;  they  have,  however, 
another  occupation  not  quite  fo  agreeable  to  the  eye,  that  of  picking  vermin  out 
of  each  other’s  heads,  in  which  numbers  of  them  were  employed;  nor  can  any  thing 
be  more  ftinking  or  filthy  than  their  perfons,  or  more  dirty  than  their  houfes : to 
view  either,  is  enough  to  imprefs  the  idea,  that  cleanlinefs  is  one  of  the  firfl  of 
the  virtues,  and  doubly  fo  in  fuch  a hot  climate.  No  new  houfes  in  any  of  thefe 
towns.  The  country  is  difagreeahle,  and  rendered  worfe  by  many  beds  of  tor- 
rents, without  a drop  of  water;  arid  and  hurtful  to  the  eye.  Apricots,  plumbs,, 
melons.  See.  ripe,  and  fold  in  the  flreets. 

Come  to  a noble  road,  which  they  are  making  at  the  expence  of  the  King  ; 
fifty  or  fixty  feet  wide,  and  walled  on  the  fide  to  fuppert  the  earth,  of  which  it 
is  formed.  The  country  now  is  far  more  populous  and  better  built,  many  vines, . 
and  much  cultivation. 

It  will  probably  be  found,  that  the  great  reputation  of  this  province  has  arifen 
from  the  improvements  in  the  lower,  fiat,  and  irrigated  parts;  if  fo,  it  ought  to- 
be  diferiminated ; for  by  far  the  larger  part  of  it  is  mountainous,  not  lefs  in  pro-* 
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portion,  I fhould  conceive,  than  feven-eighths.  Pafs  a large  paper  mill ; and  con- 
tinuing on  the  fame  fine  road,  join  another  equally  great  and  well  made,  that 
leads  to  Villa  Franca.  Turn  to  the  left  for  Barcelona,  and  crofs  a bridge  of 
ted  granite,  a folid,  durable,  and  noble  work,  440  paces  long ; but,  though  built 
only  eight  years  ago,  is  in  a bad  and  inelegant  ftile.  Now  meet  a great  number 
of  carts  and  carriages,  drawn  by  very  fine  mules,  and  mark  every  appearance  of 
approaching  a great  city.  Within  two  or  three  miles  of  it,  there  are  many  villas 
and  good  buildings  of  all  forts,  fpreading  to  the  right  and  left,  and  feen  all  over 
the  country.  I have  been  at  no  city  fince  we  left  Paris,  whofe  approach  carries 
fuch  a face  of  animation  and  chearfulnefs ; and  confidering  Paris  as  the  capital 
cf  a great  kingdom,  and  Barcelona  as  that  of  a province  only,  the  latter  is  more 
finking  beyond  all  comparifon.  This  noble  road  does  honour  to  the  prefent 
King  of  Spain ; it  is  carried  in  an  even  line  over  all  narrow  vales,  fo  that  you 
have  none  of  the  inconveniencies  which  otherwife  are  the  effedt  of  hills  and 
declivities.  A few  palm  trees  add  to  the  novelty  of  the  profpedt  to  northern 
eyes.  The  firft  view  of  the  town  is  very  fine,  and  the  fituation  truly  beautiful. 
The  laft  half  mile  we  were  in  great  hafte  to  be  in  time  for  the  gates,  as  they  are 
fhut  at  nine  o’clock.  We  had  had  a burning  ride  of  forty  miles,  and  were  a good 
deal  fatigued,  yet  forced  to  undergo  a ridiculous  fearch,  as  every  thing  pays  an 
entree  to  government  on  going  into  the  town ; and  we  had  frill  two  miles  I 
believe  to  pafs,  firft  to  the  French  Crown,  which  inn  was  full,  and  then  to  La 
Fonde , where  we  found  good  quarters. 

My  friend  thought  this  the  moft  fatiguing  day  he  had  ever  experienced : the  ex- 
ceffive  heat  opprefted  him  much ; and,  indeed,  travellers  in  general  are  much 
more  prudent  than  to  ride  during  the  whole  day  in  the  middle  of  July,  choofing 
rather  to  expofe  themfelves  to  fatigue  here  in  the  morning  and  evening  only. 
But  after  a fucceflion  of  dog  holes,  with  perpetual  ftarving  and  mortification  in 
the  mountains,  the  contrail:  of  this  inn  was  great.  It  is  a very  good  one,  with 
many  waiters,  adtive  and  alert  as  in  England.  A good  fupper,  with  feme  excel- 
lent Mediterranean  fifh;  ripe  peaches ; good  wine;  the  moft  delicious  lemonade 
in  the  world;  and  good  beds,  all  tended  to  revive  us;  but  Monf.  Lazowfki  was 


too  much  fatigued  for  enjoying  them. — —40  miles. 

The  17th.  View  the  town,  which  is  large,  and  to  the  eye,  in  every  ftreet, 
jemarkably  populous : many  of  them  are  narrow,  which  may  be  expected  in  an 
old  town;  but  there  are  alfo  many  others  broader,  with  good  homes ; yet  one 
cannot  on  the  whole  confider  it  as  well  built,  except  as  to  public  edifices,  which 


are  erected  in  a magnificent  ftile.  There  are  feme  configerable  openings,  which, 
though  not  regular  fquares,  are  ornamental,  and  have  a good  effedfc  in  fetiing  off 
the  new  buildings  to  the  beft  advantage.  One  quarter  of  the  city,  called  Bar- 
celouetta,  is  entirely  new,  and  perfectly  regular;  the  ftfeets  cutting  each  other  at 
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right  angles  ; but  the  houies  are  all  fmail  and  low,  being  meant  for  the  refidence 
of  Tailors,  little  fhop -keepers,  ana  artizans : one  front  of  this  new  town  faces  the 
quay.  The  fcreets  are  lighted,  but  the  dull  fo  deep  in  fome  of  them,  efpecially 
the  broader  ones,  that  I know  not  whether  they  are  all  paved.  The  governor’s 
houfe  and  the  new  fountain  are  on  a fcale,  and  in  a bile,  which  Thews,  that  there 
are  no  mean  ideas  of  embellilhrnent  here.  The  royal  foundry  for  cannon  is 
very  great.  The  buildings  fpacious,  and  every  thing  feems  executed  in  a man- 
ner that  proves  no  expence  was  fpared.  The  guns  cab  are  chiefly  brafs : they 
are  folid  ; and  fome  24  pounders  boring ; perhaps  in  all  mechanics  the  moil  curi- 
ous operation,  and  which  can  never  be  viewed  without  paying  fome  homage  to 
the  genius  that  find  invented  it.  In  time  of  war  300  men  are  employed  here; 
but  at  prefent  the  number  is  not  conflderable. 

But  the  object  at  Barcelona  which  is  the  moil  linking,  and  which,  accord- 
ing to  my  knowledge  at  lead,  has  no  where  a rival,  is  the  quay.  The  delign 
and  execution  are  equally  good.  I guefs  it  about  half  a mile  long.  A low  plat- 
form of  done  is  built  but  a few  feet  above  the  water,  clofe  to  which  the  fhips  are 
moored ; this  is  of  breadth  diffident  for  goods  and  packages  of  all  forts  in  load- 
ing and  unloading  the  veflels.  A row  of  arched  warehoufes  open  on  to  this  plat- 
form, and  over  thofe  is  the  upper  part  of  the  quay  on  a level  with  the  dreet ; and 
for  the  convenience  of  going  up  or  down  from  one  to  the  other,  there  are  gently 
doping  ways  for  carriages,  and  alfo  dair-cafes.  The  whole  is  mod  folidly  erebled 
in  hewn  done,  and  finifhed  in  a manner,  that  difcovers  a true  fpirit  of  mag- 
nificence in  this  mod  ufefui  fort  of  public  works.  The  road  by  which  we  tra- 
velled for  feveral  miles — the  bridge  by  which  we  palled  the  river — and  this  quay, 
are  works  that  will  do  lading  honour  to  the  prefent  King  of  Spain.  There  are 
now  about  140  ihips  in  the  harbour;  but  the  number  fometimes  much  larger. 

It  is  impoffible  to  view  fuch  admirable  vcorks  as  the  quay  of  Barcelona,  with- 
out regretting  the  enormous  dims  waded  in  war  and  bioodlhed.  No  quarrel 
happens  between  two  nations,  but  it  cods  twenty  fuch  quays;  a thouland  miles 
of  magnificent  road;  an  hundred  bridges;  the  pavement,  lights,  fountains,  palaces, 
and  public  ornaments  of  fifty  cities.  To  tell  a prince  or  a parliament  (the  latter 
wants  this  leficn  to  the  full  as  much  as  the  former),  that  a war  is  as  ablurd  as  it 
is  cruel,  for  it  will  cod  fo  much  money  in  figures,  makes  not  the  lead  imprefi- 
don ; they  never  fee  the  money,  and  the  expence  is  of  fomething  ideal ; but  to 
tell  the  King  of  Spain  that  it  would  cod  the  Efcurial,  St.  Ildefonfo,  his  palace  at 
Madrid,  and  all  the  roads  in  his  kingdom,  and  he  would  think  very  ferioufiy  be- 
fore he  engaged  in  it.  To  reafon  with  a Britidi  parliament,  when  her  noify  fac- 


tious orators  are  bawling  for  the  honour 


of  the  Britifh  lion,  for  the  rights  of 


commerce,  and  freedom  of  navigation  ; that  is,  for  a war — that  fuch  a war  v/ill 
cod  an  hundred  millions  derling,  and  they  are  deaf  to  you.  But  let  it  cod  them 
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thole  roads  on  which  they  roll  fo  luxurioufly,  the  public  bridges,  and  the  great 
edifices  that  decorate  the  capital,  and  our  other  cities,  if  the  members  were 
willing  at  fuch  a price  to  hazard  a war,  the  people  would  probably  pull  down 
their  houfes.  Yet  the  cafes  are  precifely  the  fame;  for  if  you  fpend  the  money 
that  would  form  and  build  fuch  things,  you  in  effedt  fpend  the  things  them- 
felves.  A very  little  calculation  would  Ihew,  that  the  expence  of  our  three  lajft 
wars,  which  had  no  other  effedt  whatever  but  to  fpill  blood  and  fill  gazettes, 
would  have  made  the  whole  ifiand  of  Great  Britain  a garden ; her  whole  coaft  a 
quay;  and  have  converted  all  the  houfes  in  her  towns  into  palaces,  and  her  cot- 
tages into  houfes.  But  to  return. 

The  manufactories  at  Barcelona  are  confiderable.  There  is  every  appearance 
as  you  walk  the  ftreets  of  great  and  active  indufhy  : you  move  no  where  without 
hearing  the  creak  of  flocking  engines.  Silk  is  wrought  into  handkerchiefs, 
though  not  on  fo  great  a fcaleas  at  Valencia;  dockings,  laces,  and  various  fluffs. 
They  have  alfo  fome  woollen  fabrics,  but  not  confiderable.  T he  chief  bufinefs 
of  the  place  is  that  of  commifiion;  the  amount  of  the  trade  traniadtod  is  confi- 
derable, though  not  many  lhips  belong  to  the  port. 

The  induftry  and  trade,  however,  which  have  taken  root,  and  profpered  in  this 
city,  have  withflood  the  continued  fyflem  of  the  court  to  deal  feverely  with  the 
whole  province  of  Catalonia.  The  famous  efforts  which  the  Catalans  made  to 
place  a prince  of  the  Houle  of  Auflria  on  the  throne  of  Spain,  were  not  foon 
forgotten  by  the  princes  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  to  their  difhonour.  Heavy 
taxes  have  been  laid  on  the  people ; and  the  whole  province  continues  to  this  day 
difarmed ; fo  that  a nobleman  cannot  wear  a fword,  unlefs  privileged  to  do  it  by 
grace  or  office ; and  this  gees  fo  far,  that  in  order  to  be  able  to  fhew  this  mark  of 
diflindtion,  they  are  known  to  get  themfelves  enrolled  as  familiars  of  the  inqui- 
sition, an  office  which  carries  with  it  that  licence.  I note  this  corredtly  accord- 
ing to  the  information  given  me;  but  I hope  the  perfon  who  gave  it  wTas  mif- 
taken.  For  the  nobility  to  ftoop  to  fiich  a meannefs,  and  the  court  to  drive  men 
to  fuch  unworthy  means  of  diflindricn,  fourfcore  years  after  their  offence,  which 
was  fidelity  to  the  prince  whom  they  efleenled  their  lawful  fevereign,  fuch  an  adt 
refledls  equal  difhonour  upon  the  nobility  and  the  crown.  The  mention  of  the 
inquifition  made  us  enquire  into  the  prefers  t fate  of  that  holy  office,  and  we  were 
informed,  that  it  was  now  formidable  only  to  perfons  of  very  notorious  ill  fame ; 
and  that  whenever  it  does  act  again  ft  offenders,  an  inquifitor  comes  from  Madrid 
to  conduct  the  procefs.  From  the  expreffions,  however,  which  were  ufed,  and 
the  initances  given,  it  appeared  that  they  take  cognizance  of  cafes  not  at  all  con- 
nected with  faith  in  religion  ; and  that  if  men  or  women  are  guilty  of  vices,  which 
rdnder  them  offenfive,  this  was  the  power  that  inter  poled ; an  account,  in  my 
opinion,  by  no  means  favourable  for  the  cjrcumitance,  which  was  fiippofed  molt 
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to  limit  their  power,  was  the  explicit  nature  of  the  offence,  viz.  being  againff 
the  Catholic  faith,  and  by  no  means  againff  public  morals,  to  tenure  which  is 
an  object  for  very  different  judicatures  in  every  country. 

The  markets  here  are  now  full  of  ripe  figs,  peaches,  melons,  and  the  more 
common  fruits  in  great  profufion.  I bought  three  large  peaches  for  a penny, 
and  our  laquais  de  place  laid,  that  I gave  too  much,  and  paid  like  a foreigner;- 
but  they  have  not  the  flavour  of  the  fame  fruit  in  England.  In  the  gardens 
there  are  noble  orange  trees  loaded  with  fruit,  and  all  forts  of  garden  vegetables 
in  the  greateft  plenty.  The  climate  here  in  winter  may  be  conjectured  from 
their  having  green  peafe  every  month  in  the  year. 

View  the  very  pretty  fort  to  the  fouth  of  the  town,  which  is  on  the  fummit 
of  a Till  that  commands  a vaff  profpedt  by  fea  and  land.  It  is  exceedingly  well 
built  and  well  kept.  Notwithstanding  this  fort  to  the  fouth,  and  a citadel  to 
the  north  of  the  town,  corfairs  in  time  of  war  have  cut  filling  vefiels  out  of  the 
road,  and  very  near  the  ffiore. 

In  the  evening  to  the  play ; the  theatre  is  very  large,  and  the  feats  on  the  two 
fides  of  the  pit  (for  the  centre  is  at  a lower  price)  extremely  commodious 3 each 
feat  is  feparate,  fo  that  you  fit  as  in  an  elbow  chair.  A Spanifn  comedy  was  re- 
preiented,  and  an  Italian  opera  after  it.  We  were  furprized  to  find  clergymen 
in  every  part  of  the  houfe;  a circumftance  never  feen  in  France.  Twicea  week 
they  have  an  Italian  opera,  and  plays  the  other  evenings.  ' In  the  centre  of  the 
pit  on  benches  the  common  people  feat  themfelves,  I faw  a biackfmith,  hot 
from  the  anvil,  with  his  fhirt  fleeves  tucked  above  his  elbows,  who  enyoyed  the 
entertainment  equally  with  the  beff  company  in  the  boxes,  and  probably  much 
more.  Every  well  dreffed  perfon  was  in  the  French  fafhionj  but  there  were 
many  who  ffill  retained  the  Spanish  mode  of  wearing  their  hair  without  powder, 
in  a thick  black  net  which  hangs  down  the  back : nothing  can  have  a worfe 
effect,  or  appear  more  offenfive  in  fo  hot  a climate. 

The  1 8 th.  On  leaving  the  town  we  were  fearched  again,  which  feems  both  ufe- 
lefs  and  burthenfome.  Enter  immediately  an  extraordinary  fcene  of  watered  culti- 
vation, fo  fine,  that  I fuppofe  it  has  given  the  general  reputation  to  the  whole 
province.  The  Indian  fig,  called  here  jigua  de  Maura,  grows  fix  or  feven  feet 
high,  very  branching  and  crooked 3 the  arms  at  bottom  as  thick  as  the  thigh 
of  a common  man  3 thefe  and  many  aloes  in  the  hedges.  At  Ballalo,  two  hours 
from  Barcelona,  meet  with  the  firff  vineyards,  but  the  hills  here,  for  the  moff 
part,  come  down  to  the  fea  3 and  where  they  do  not,  the  vale  is  not  more  than 
half  a mile  wide.  Lycium  in  the  hedges  3 oranges  in  the  gardens  3 a few  palm 
trees  with  vines  around  them.  All  here  inclofed,  and  the  men  mending  gaps  in 
their  hedges.  The  appearance  of  induftry  on  this  coaft  is  as  great  as  poffible. 

Numbers  of  fifhing  boats  and  nets,  with  rows  of  good  white  houfes  on  the  fea 
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fide  • and  while  the  men  are  active  in  their  fisheries,  the  women  are  equally 
bufy  in  making  lace.  Dine  at  Gremah  : many  large  villages  and  icattered 
houfes  all  the  way.  Wherever  there  is  an  opening  in  the  mountains,  more  dif- 
tant  and  {bill  higher  ones  are  feen  ; a circumftance  which  unites  with  the  vaft 
view  from  Montferrat,  and  fhews  that  all  behind  is  mountainous,  and  that  the 
vales  are  no  where  large.  Pafs  a valley,  part  highly  cultivated,  but  the  reft 
for  a. quarter  of  a mile  of  breadth  totally  ruined  by  a torrent.  Reach  Mar- 
taro,  a.,  large  town  of  white  and  clean  well  built  houfes,  the  ftreets  eroding 
each  other  at  right  angles.  The  inhabitants  appear  exceedingly  induftrious  ; 
there  are  feme  flocking  engines,  and  lace  makers  at  every  corner.  Every  home, 
has  one  large  door,  which  feryes  both  for  door  and  window  to  that  room  ; an 
undoubted  proof  of  the  warmth  of  the  climate.  I am  forry  to  add,  that  here 
alio  the  induftry  of  catching  vermin  in  each  other’s  heads  is  very  active. 

Pafs  Arenys,  a large  town,  where  fhipbuilding  feems  a bufinefs  of  feme  con- 
fequence : making  thread  lace  univerfal  here;  the  thread  comes  from  France. 
Cane.t-,  another  large  town,  employed  in  fhipbuilding,  fiihing,  and  making 
lace..  All  thefe  towns  are  well-built,  with  an  equal  appearance  of  general  in- 
duftry,  and  its  infeparable  companion,  private  comfort.  Every  ferap  of  flat  land 
well  cultivated,  and  the  hills  covered  with  vines. 

At.Callella,  a large  town  like  the  former,  full  of  induftry,  but  the  inn  no 
better  than  in  the. mountains,  a ftinking,  dirty,  dreadful  hole,  without  any  thing 
to  eat  or  drink  but  for.  muleteers ; yet  we  are  now  in  the  high  road  from  Paris 
to  Madrid.— — 36  miles,. 

The  19th.  Leave  Cailella,  and  in  lefs  than  a league  come  to  Pineda,  ano- 
ther large  town,  and  pafs  Malgrat,  which  is  not  fo  well  built  as  the  preceding, 
but  much  lace  made  in  it. 

The  road  here  turns  from  the  fea  into  an  inclofed  woodland.  Pomegranates 
make  very  fine  thick  hedges.  There  are  old  caftles  on  the;  hills  to  defend  the 
coaft  againft  the  Africans.  Houfes  icattered  every  where,  a feature  eftential  to 
a fine  country,  and  an  agreeable  landscape.  Poplars  planted  in  fome  fields, 
and  vines  trained  from  one  to  another.  From  reading  accounts  of  this  huf- 
bandry,  I had  formed  an  idea  that  it  muft  be  fingularly  beautiful  to  fee  feftoons 
of  vines  hanging  from  tree  to  tree  ; but  ..there  is  nothing  either  pleafingor  ftrik- 
ing  in  it.  The.  Pyrenees-; are.. now  in  front,  with  very  high  mountains  to.  the 
left,  with  their  heads  in  the  clouds. 

- Pafs  for  feveral  miles  a country  much  mixed  with  waftes  ; and  come  to  a very 
large  one  fp  reading  over  feveral  ex  ten  five  hills  for  many  miles,  that  prefents  an 
extraordinary  fpeftacle  to  northern  eyes.  It  is  a thicket  of  aromatic  plants, 
and  beautiful  flowering  flirubs,  with  but  a final  1 mixture  of  plants  common  in 
England.  Largo  fpreading  myrtles  three  or  four  feet  high,  jefiamins,  honey 
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rmifances  here  even  worfe  than  heath  with  us,  for  we  fee  neither  Bleep  nor  goats. 
Pais  Goronota,  and  many  wafles  for  fome  miles  on  gentle  Hopes,  and  come 
again  to  a thick  woodland  inclofed  country,  like  fome  parts  of  England.  Many 
hedges  of  the  yellow  bloflomed  prickly  acacia,  which  anfwers  well  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  Reach  'Girona,  an  old  town  walled  and  fortified  with  fome  redoubts, 
and  a fort  on  the  hill  above  it  j but  not  kept  up,  nor  indeed  would  it  flop  an 
army  half  an  hour.  Plere  is  a cathedral  and  a biihop,  who  gave  us  his  blefling 
as  we  pafied  him,  drawn  in  his  coach  by  fix  mules.  His  revenue  is  24,000 
French  livres  5 there  are  curies,  who  have  from  1200  to  3000  livres.  They 
tithe  no  live  flock.  They  have  no  manufactures  of  any  confequence,  and  no 
refource  but.  that  of  agriculture ; yet,  what  is  extraordinary,  Caflilian  and 
French  workmen  come  hither  for  employment. 36  miles. 

Snow  is  on  the  Pyrenees  as  well  as  at  Bagnere  de  Luchon. 

July  21.  Leave  Junquerras,  where  the  countenances  and  manners  of 
the  people  would  make  one  believe  all  the  inhabitants  were  fmugglers.  Come  to 
a mod  noble  road,  which  the  King  of  Spain  is  making  j it  begins  at  the  pillars  that 
mark  the  boundaries  of  the  two  monarchies,  joining  with  the  French  road  : it  is 
admirably  executed.  Here  take  leave  of  Spain  and  re-enter  France  ;■  the  con- 
trail is  finking.  When  one  erodes  the  fea  from  Dover  to  Calais,  the  preparation 
and  circumflance  of  a naval  callage  lead  the  mind  by  fome  gradation  to  a change  •: 
but  here,  without  going  through  a town,  a barrier,  or  even  wail,  you  enter  a 
new  world.  From  the  natural  and  miferable  roads  of  Catalonia,  you  tread  at 
once  on  a noble  caufeway,  made  with  all  the  folidity  and  magnificence  that  dif- 
linguilh  the  highways  of  France.  Inflead  of  beds  of  torrents  you  have  well  built 
bridges ; and  from  a country  wild,  defert,  and  poor,  we  found  ourfelves  in  the 
midfl  of  cultivation  and  improvement.  Every  other  circumflance  fpoke  the 
fame  language,  and  told  us  by  figns  not  to  be  miflaken,  that  fome  great  and  ope- 
rating caufe  worked  an  eftedl  too  clear  to  be  mifunderflood.  , The  more  one  fees, 
the  more  I believe  we  fhall  be  led  to  think,  that  there  is  but  one  all-powerful 
caufe  that  inifigates  mankind,  and  that  is  Government  ! — -Others  form  excep- 
tions, and  give  lhades  of  difference  and  difrindlion,  but  this  adls  with  permanent 
and  uni  verbal  force.  The  prefent  inflance  is  remarkable  ; for  Rouffillon  is  in 
fadt  a part  of  Spain  ; the  inhabitants  are  Spaniards  in  language  and  in  cufloms  ; 
but  they  are  under  a French  government. 

Great  range  of  the  Pyrenees  at  a diflance.  Meet  flrepherds  that  fpeak  the  Ca- 
talan. The  cabriolets  we  meet.are  Spaniflm  The  farmers  threfh  their  com  like 
the  Spaniards.  The  inns  and  the  hordes  are  the  fame.  Reach  Perpignan  ; there  I 
parted  with  Monf.  Lazowfki.  He  returned  to  Bagnere  de  Luchon,  but  I had 
planned  a tour  in  Languedoc,  to  fill  up  the  time  to  fpare.' — * — '.15  miles. 
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The  22cl.  The  Duke  de  la  Rochefoucauld  had  given  me  a letter  to  Monf. 
Barri  de  Lafieufes,  major  of  a regiment  at  Perpignan,  and  who,  he  faid,  un- 
derfiood  agriculture,  and  would  be  glad  to  converfe  with  me  on  the  lubjed:.  1 
fallied  out  in  the  morning  to  find  him,  but  being  Sunday,  he  was  at  his  country- 
feat  at  Pia,  about  a league  from  the  town.  I had  a roafiing  walk  thither,  over 
a dry  ftoney  country  under  vines.  Monf  Madame,  and  Mademoifelle  de 
Lafieufes,  received  me  with  great  politenefs.  I explained  the  motives  of  my 
coming  to  France,  which  were  not  to  run  idly  through  the  kingdom  with 
the  common  herd  of  travellers,  but  to  make  myfelf  a mailer  of  their  agricul- 
ture ; that  if  I found  any  thing  good  and  applicable  to  England,  I might  copy 
it.  He  commended  the  defign  greatly ; faid  it  was  travelling  with  a truly  laud- 
able motive  but  exprefied  much  ailonifhment,  as  it  was  fo  uncommon ; 
and  was  very  fure  there  was  not  a fingle  Frenchman  in  all  England  on  fiich  an 
errand.  He  defired  I would  fpend  the  day  with  him.  I found  the  vineyard  the 
chief  part  of  his  hufbandry,  but  he  had  fome  arable  land,  managed  in  the  lingu- 
lar manner  of  that  province.  He  pointed  to  a village  which  he  faid  was  Rive- 
falta,  which  produced  fome  of  the  moil  famous  wine  in  France ; at  dinner  I 
found  that  it  merited  its  reputation.  In  the  evening  returned  to  Perpignan,  after 
a day  fertile  in  ufeful  information. — — 8 miles. 

The  23d.  Take  the  road  to  Narbonne.  Pafs  Riveialta.  Under  the  moun- 
tain there  is  the  largefl  lpring  I ever  law.  Otters- Pool  and  Holywell  are 
bubbles  to  it.  It  rifes  at  the  foot  of  the  rock,  and  is  able  to  turn  immediately 
many  mills  5 being  at  once  rather  a river  than  a fpring.  Pafs  an  uninterrupted 
flat  wafte,  without  a fingle  tree,  houfe,  or  village  for  a confiderable  difiance  : by 
much  the  uglieft  country  I have  feen  in  France.  Great  quantities  of  corn  every 
where  treading  out  with  mules,  as  in  Spain.  Dine  at  Sejean,  at  the  Soleil,  a- 
good  new  inn^  where  I accidentally  met  with  the  Marquis  de  Trefian.  He  told 
me,  that  I mufi  be  a lingular  perfon  to  travel  fo  far  with  no  other  objed:  than 
agriculture  : he  never  knew  nor  heard  of  the  like  j but  approved  much  of  the 
plan,  and  wiflied  he  could  do  the  fame. 

The  roads  here  are  fiupendous  works.  I palled  a hill,  cut  through  to  eafe  a 
defcent,  that  was  all  in  the  folid  rock,  and  eoft  90,000  liv.  (3,937b)  yet  it  extends 
but  a few  hundred  yards  . Three  leagues  and  an  half  from  Sejean  to  Narbonne 
coft  1 ,8oo,ooo  liv.  (78,750b)  Thefe  ways  are  fuperb  even  to  a folly.  Enormous 
fu ms  have  been  fpent  to  level  even  gentle  Hopes.  The  caufeways  are  raifed 
and  walled  on  each  fide,  forming  one  folid  mafs  of  artificial  road,  carried 
acrofs  the  vallies  to  the  height  of  fix,  feven,  or  eight  feet,  and  never  lefs  than  50' 
wide.  There  is  a bridge  of  a fingle  arch>  and  a cauieway  to  it,  truly  magnificent , 
we  have  not  an  idea  of  what  fiich  a road  is  in  England.  The  traffic  of  the  way. 
however,  demands  no  fuch  exertions  3 one- third  of  the  breadth  is  beaten,  one 
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third  rough,  and  one-third  covered  with  weeds.  In  36  miles,  I have  met  one 
cabriolet,  half  a dozen  carts,  and  fome  old  women  with  afles.  For  what  all  this 
wafle  of  treafure  ? — In  Languedoc,  it  is  true,  thefe  works  are  not  done  by 
corvees  ; but  there  is  an  injuftice  in  levying  the  amount  not  far  fhort  of  them. 
The  money  is  railed  by  tailles,  and,  in  making  the  affeffment,  lands  held  by  a 
noble  tenure  are  fo  much  eafed,  and  others  by  a bale  one  fb  burthened,  that 
120  arpents  in  this  neighbourhood,  held  by  the  former,  pay  90  liv.  and  400 
pofiefied  by  a plebeian  right,  which  ought  proportionally  to  pay  300  liv.  is, 
inflead  of  that,  aiTeiied  at  1400  liv.  At  Narbonne,  the  canal  which  joins  that 
of  Languedoc  deferves  attention ; it  is  a very  fine  work,  and  will,,  they  fay,  be 
finifhed  next  month.- — -36  miles. 

The  24th.  Women  without  dockings,  and  many  without  fhoes  ; but  if  their 
feet  are  poorly  clad,  they  have  a fuperb  confolation  in  walking  upon  magnificent 
eaufeways  : the  new  road  is  50  feet  wide,  and  50  more  digged  away  or  deftroyed 
to  make  it. 

The  vintage  itfelf  can  hardly  be  fuch  a feene  of  adlivity  and  animation  as  this 
univerfal  one  of  treading  out  the  corn,  with  which  all  the  towns  and  villages  in 
Languedoc  are  now  alive.  The  corn  is  all  roughly  flacked  around  a dry  firm 
l'pot,  where  great  numbers  of  mules  and  horfes  are  driven  on  a trot  round  a 
centre,  a woman  holding  the  reins,  and  another, . or  a girl  or  two,  with  whips 
drive;  the  men  fupply  and  clear  the  floor;  other  parties  are  dreffing,  by 
throwing  the  corn  into  the  air  for  the  wind  to  blow  away  the  chaff.  • Every 
foul  is  employed,  and  with  fuch  an  air  of  cheerfulnefs,  that  the  people  feem  as 
well  pleafeb  with  their  labour,  as  the  farmer  himfelf  with  his  great  heaps  of 
wheat.  The  feene  is  uncommonly  animated  and  joyous.  I flopped  and  alighted 
often  to  fee  their  method ; I was  always  very  civilly  treated, . and  my  wiflies 
for  a good  price  for  the  farmer,  and  not  too  good  a one  for  the  poor,  well  re- 
ceived. This  method,  which  entirely  faves  barns,  depends  abfolutely  on  cli- 
mate : from  my  leaving  Bagnere  de  Luchon  to  this  moment,  all  through  Cata- 
lonia, RouffiHon,  and  this  part  of  Languedoc,  there  has  been  nothing  like  rain  ; 
but  one  unvarying  clear  bright  fky  and  burning  fun,  yet  not- at  all  fuffocating, 
or  to  me  even  unpleafant.  I alked  whether  they  were  not  fometimes  caught 
in  the  rain  ? they  faid,  very  rarely  indeed  ; but  if  rain  did  come,  , it  is  feldom 
more  than  a heavy  fhower,  which  a hot  fun  quickly  fucceeds  and  dries  every 
thing  fpeedily. 

The  canal  of  Languedoc  is  the  capital  feature  of  all  this  country.  The  moun- 
tain through  which  it  pierces  is  infulated,  in  the  midfl  of  an  extended  valley, 
and  only  half  a mile  from  the  road.  It  is  a noble  and  flupendous  work,  goes 
through  the.  hill  about  the  breadth  of  three  toiles,  and  was  digged  without 
fhafts. 


Leave 


46 


"BEZIER 


5. 


Leave  the  roach  and  crofting  the  canal,  follow  it  to  Beziers-  nine  fluicegates 
let  the  water  down  the  hill  to  join  the  river  at  the  town.- — A noble  work  i The 
port  is  broad  enough  for  four  large  veffels  to  lie  abreaib;  the  greatell  of  them 
carries  from  90  to  100  tons.  Many  of  them  were  at  the  quay,  feme  in  motion, 
and  every  fign  of  an  animated  bufinefs.  This  is  the  heft  fight  I have  feen  in 
France,  Here  Louis  XIV.  thou  art  truly  great! — Here,  with  a generous 
and  benignant  hand,  thou  difpenfeft  eafe  and  wealth  to  thy  people! — Si  fie 
omnia , thy  name  would  indeed  have  been  revered ! To  effect  this  noble  work, 
of  uniting  the  two  feas,  lefs  money  was  expended  than  to  befiege  Turin,  or  to 
feize  Strafbourg  like  a robber.  Such  an  -employment  of  the  revenues  of  a great 
kingdom  is  the  only  laudable  way  of  a monarch’s  acquiring  immortality  ? all 
other  means  make  their  names  furvive  with  thole  only  of  the  incendiaries,  rob- 
:bers,  and  violators  of  mankind.  The  canal  palfes  through  the  river  for  about 
half  a league,  feparated  from  it  by  walls  which  are  covered  in  floods ; and  then 
turns  off  for  Cette.  Dine  at  Beziers.  Knowing  that  Monf,  l’Abbe  Rozier, 
.the  celebrated  editor  of  the  Journal  Phyfique,  and  who  is  now  publifhing  a dic- 
tionary ofhufbandry,  which  in  France  has  much  reputation,  lived  and  farmed 
near  Beziers,  I enquired  at  the  inn  the  way  to  his  houfe.  They  told  me  that  he 
had  deft  Beziers  two  years,  but  that  the  houfe  was  to  be  feen  from  the  ftreet, 
and  accordingly  they  (hewed  it  me  from  fomething  of  a fquare  open  on  one  fide 
to  the  country;  adding,  that  it  belonged  now  to  a Monf.  de  Rieufe,  who  had 
purchafed  the  effate  of  the  Abbe.  To  view  the  farm  of  a man  celebrated  for  his 
writings,  was  an  objedt,  as  it  would  at  leaf;  enable  me,  in  reading  his  book,  to 
underftand  better  the  alluflons  he  might  make  to  the  foil,  fituation,  and  other 
circumflances.  I was  forry  to  hear,  at  the  table  d’hote,  much  ridicule  thrown 
on  the  Abbe  Rozier’s  hufbandry,  that  it  had  beaucoup  de  j ant afie  mais  rien  folide ; 
in  particular,  they  treated  his  paving  his  vineyards  as  a ridiculous  circumRanoe. 
■Such  an  experiment  feemed  remarkable,  and  I was  glad  to  hear  of  it,  that  I might 
defire  to  fee  thefe  paved  vineyards.  The  Abbe  here,  as  a farmer,  has  juR  that 
• character  which  every  man  will  be  fure  to  have  who  departs  from  the  methods  of 
his  neighbours  ; for  it  is  not  in  the  nature  of  countrymen,  that  any  body  fhould 
come  among  them  who  can  prefume  with  impunity  to  think  for  himfelf.  I 
afked  why  he  left  the  country  ? and  they  gave  me  a curious  anecdote  of  the 
bifhop  of  Beziers  cutting  a road  through  the  Abbe’s  farm,  at  the  expence  of  the 
province,  to  lead  to  the  houfe  of  his  (the  bifhop’s)  miftrefs,  which  occafioned 
fiuch  a quarrel,  that  Monf.  Rozier  could  Ray  no  longer  in  the  country.  This  is 
-a  pretty  feature  of  a government : that  a man  is  to  be  forced  to  fell  his  eRate,  and 
driven  out  of  a country,  becaufe  bifhops  make  love — I fuppofe  to  their  neigh- 
bours wives,  as  no  other  love  is  fafhionable  in  France.  Which  of  my  neigh- 
bours 
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hours  wives  will  tempt  the  bifliop  of  Norwich  to  make  a road  through  my 
farm,  and  drive  me  to  fell  Bradfield  ? — I give  my  authority  for  this  anecdote, 
the  chat  of  a table  d’hote : it  is  as  likely  to  be  falfe  as  true ; but  Languedocian 
bifhops  are  certainly  not  Englifh  ones.* — Monf.  de  Rieufe  received  me  politely, 
and  fatisfied  as  many  of  my  enquiries  as  he  could  ; for  he  knew  little  more  of  the 
Abbe’s  husbandry  than  common  report,  and  what  the  farm  itfelf  told  him.  As  to 
paved  vineyards,  there  was  no  fuch  thing:  the  report  mull:  have  taken  rife  from 
a vineyard  of  Burgundy  grapes,  which  the  Abbe  planted  in  a new  manner; 
he  fet  them  in  a curved  form,  in  a fofs,  covering  them  only  with  flints  inflead  of  : 
earth;  this  fucceeded  well . I walked  over  the  farm,  which  is  beautifully  iituated, 
on  the  flope  and  top  of  a hill,  which  commands  Beziers,  its  rich  vale,  its  navi- 
gation, and  a fine  accompaniment  of  mountains.  . 

Beziers  has  a fine  promenade ; and  is  becoming,  they  fay,  a favourite  refidenee 
for  the.  Englifh,  preferring  the  air  to  that  of  Montpellier.  Take  the.  road  to 
Pezenas.  It  leads  up  a hill,  which  commands,  for  fome  time,  a view  of  the 
Mediterranean..  Through  all  this  country,  but  particularly  in  the  olive  grounds,, 
the  cricket  f cicala ) makes  a conflant,  fharp,  monotonous  noife ; a more  odious 
companion  on  the  road  can  hardly  be  imagined.  Pezenas  opens  on  a very  fine 
country,  a vale  of  fix  or  eight  leagues  extent  all  cultivated;  a beautiful  . mixture 
of  vines,  mulberries,  olives,  towns,  and  fcattered  houfes,  with  a great  deal  of 
fine  lucerne;  the  whole  bounded  by  gentle  hills,  cultivated  to  their. tops. — At 
flipper,  at  the  table  d’hote,  we  were  waited  on . by  a female  without  dices  or 
Bookings*  exquifitely  ugly,  .and  difiufing  odours  not  of  rofes  : there  were,  how- 
ever, a croix  de  St.  .Louis,  and  two  or  three  mercantile -looking  people,  who 
prated  with  her  very  familiarly  : at  an  ordinary  of  farmers,  at  the  pooreB  and  re- 
moteit  market  village  in  England,  fuch  an  animal  would  not  be  allowed  by  the 
landlord  to  enter  his  hcufe;  or  by  the  guefis  their  room. 32  miles.  . 

The.  25th. . The  road,  in  eroding  a.  valley  to  and  from  a bridge,  is  a magni- 
ficent walled  caufeway,  more  than  a mile  long,  ten  yards  wide,  and  from  eight 
to  twelve  feet  high;  with  flone.  polls  on  each  Bde  at  every  fix  yards — a prodigi- 
ous work. — 1 know  nothing  more  firiking  to  a traveller  than  ..the  roads  of  Lan- 
guedoc : we  have  not  in  England  a conception  of  fuch  exertions  ; they  are  iplen- 
dfd  and  Biperb;  and  if  I could  free  my  mind  of  the.  recollection  of  the  unjuft 
taxation  which  pays  them,  I fhould  travel  with  admiration  at  the.  magnificence 
difplayedby  the  States  cf  this  province.  The  police  of  theie  .roads  is  however  , 
execrable — lor  I icarcely  meet  a cart  but  the  driver  is  aileep  in  it*. 

^ JL 

Taking;  the  road  to  Montpellier,  pais  throne h a pleaiing  country;  -andbv  an— 

O i-'l  vW  -L  O J y J. 

other  immenfe  walled  caufewav,  twelve  vards  broad  and  three  high,  leading  clofe 
to  the  fea.  To  Gigean,  .near  Frontignan  and  Montbafin,  famous  for  their  muf- 
cat  wines . — -Approach  Montpellier;  the  environs,  for  near  a league,  are  delicious,. 
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and  more  highly  ornamented  than  any  thing  I have  feen  in  France.— Villas  well 
built,  clean,  and  comfortable,  with  every  appearance  of  wealthy  owners,  are  fpread 
thickly  through  the  country.  They  are,  in  general,  pretty  fquare  buildings; 
ibme  very  large.  Montpellier,  with  the  air  rather  of  a great  capital  than  of  a 
provincial  town,  covers  a hill  that  fwelis  proudly  to  the  view.- — But  on  entering 
it,  you  experience  a difappoin truer- 1 from  narrow,  ill-built,  crooked  ftreets,  but 
full  of  people,  and  apparently  alive  with  bufinefs;  yet  there  is  no  coniiderabl* 
manufacture  in  the  place;  the  - principal  are  verdigreafe,  filk  handkerchiefs, 
blankets,  perfumes,  and  liqueurs . The  great  object  for  a ftranger  to  view  is 
:tlie  promenade,  or  fquare,  for  it  partakes  of  both,  called  the  Perou. — There  is 
a magnificent  aqueduct  on  three  tires  of  arches  for  fupplying  the  city  with  water, 
from  a hill  at  a confiderable  difiance ; a very  noble  work ; a chateau  d’eau  receives 
tiie  water  in  a circular  bafon,  from  which  it  falls  into  an  external  refervoir,  to 
fupply  -the  city,  and  the  jets  d’eau  that  cool  the  air  of  a garden  below,  the  whole 
in  a fine  fquare  confiderably  elevated  above  the  furrounding  ground,  wailed  in 
with  a balluftrade,  and  other  mural  decorations,  and  in  the  centre  a good  equef- 
trian  ftatue  of  Louis  XIV.  There  is  an  air  of  real  grandeur  and  magnificence 
in  this  ufeful  work,  that  firuck  me  more  than  any  thing  at  Verfailles.  The  view 
is  alfo  iingularly  beautiful.  To  the  iouth,  the  eye  wanders  with  delight  over  a 
rich  vale,  fpread  with  villas,  and  terminated  by  the  fea.  To  the  north,  a feries 
of  cultivated  hills.  On  one  fide,  the  vaft  range  of  the  Pyrenees  trend  away  till 
loft  in  remotenefs.  On  the  other,  the  eternal  fnows  of  the  Alps  pierce  the 
clouds.  The  whole  view  one  of  the  moil  ftupendous  to  be  feen,  when  a clear 
iky  approximates  thefe  diftant  objects. 32  miles. 

The  26th.  The  fair  of  Beaucaire  fills  the  whole  country  with  bufinefs  and 
motion;  meet  many  carts  loaded;  and  nine  diligences  going  or  coming.  Yefter- 
day  and  to-day  the  hotteft  I ever  experienced ; we  had  none  like  them  in  Spain 
—the  flies  much  worfe  than  the  heat. 30  miles. 

The  27th.  The  amphitheatre  of  Nifmes  is  a prodigious  work,  which  fhews 
how  well  the  Romans  had  adapted  thefe  edifices  to  the  abominable  ules  to  which 
they  were  eredted.  The  convenience  of  a theatre  that  could  hold  17000  fpec- 
tators  without  confufion ; the  magnitude ; the  maffive  and  fubftantial  manner  in 
which  it  is  built  without  mortar,  that  has  withftood  the  attacks  of  the  weather, 
and  the  worfe  depredations  of  the  barbarians  in  the  various  revolutions  of  fixteen 
centuries,  all  ftrike  the  attention  forcibly. 

I viewed  the  Maifon  Quarre  laft  night;  again  this  morning,  and  twice  more 
in  the  day;  it  is  beyond  all  comparifon  the  moil  light,  elegant,  and  pleafing 
building  I ever  beheld.  Without  any  magnitude  to  render  it  impofing ; with- 
out any  extraordinary  magnificence  to  furprize,  it  rivets  attention.  There  is  a 
magic  harmony  in  the  proportions  that  charms  the  eye.  One  can  fix  on  no 

particular 
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particular  part  of  pre-eminent  beauty;  it  is  one  perfedt  whole  of  fymmetry  and 
grace.  What  an  infatuation  in  modern  architects,  that  can  overlook  the  chalte 
and  elegant  fimplicity  of  tails,  manifefl  in  fuch  a work,  and  yet  rear  fuch  piles 
of  laboured  foppery  and  heavinefs  as  are  to  be  met  with  in  France  ! The  temple 
of  Diana,  as  it  is  called,  and  the  ancient  baths,  with  their  modern  reiteration, 
and  the  promenade,  form  part  of  the  fame  feene,  and  are  magnificent  decorati- 
ons of  the  city.  I was,  in  relation  to  the  baths,  in  ill  luck,  for  the  water  was 
all  drawn  off,  in  order  to  clean  them  and  the  canals. — The  Roman  pavements 
are  Angularly  beautiful,  and  in  high  prefer vation.  My  quarters  at  Nifmes  were 
at  the  Louvre,  a large,  commodious,  and  excellent  inn— the  houfe  was  aim c-it  as 
much  a fair  from  morning  to  night  as  JBeaucaire  itfelf  could  be.  I dined  and 
fiupped  at  the  table  d’hote ; the  cheapnefs  of  thefe  tables  fuits  my  finances,  and  one 
lees  fomething  of  the  manners  of  the  people ; we  fat  down  from  twenty  to  forty 
at  every  meal,  moil  motley  companies  of  French,  Italians,  Spaniards,  and  Ger- 
mans, with  a Greek  and  Armenian;  and  I was  informed,  that  there  is  hardly  a 
nation  in  Europe  or  Ana,  that  has  not  merchants  at  this  great  fair,  chiefly  for 
raw  filk,  of  which  many  millions  in  value  are  fold  in  four  days:  all  the  other 
commodities  of  the  world  are  to  be  found  there. 

One  circumftance  I mufl  remark  on  this  numerous  table  d’hote,  bec'aufe  it 
has  ftruck  me  repeatedly,  which  is  the  taciturnity  of  the  French.  I came  to 
the  kingdom  expecting  to  have  my  ears  conftantly  fatigued  with  the  infinite  vo- 
lubility and  fpirits  of  the  people,  of  which  fo  many  perfons  have  written,  fitting, 
I fuppofe,  by  their  Englifii  fire-fides.  At  Montpellier,  though  15  perfons  and 
fiome  of  them  ladies  were  prefent,  I found  it  impofiible  to  make  them  break 
their  inflexible  filence  with  more  than  a monofyllahle,  and  the  whole  company 
fat  more  like  an  afiembly  of  tongue-tied  quakers,  than  the  mixed  company  of 
a people  famous  for  loquacity.  Herealfo,  at  Nifmes,  with  a different  party  at 
every  meal  it  is  the  fame;  not  a Frenchman  will  open  his  lips.  To-day  at 
dinner,  hopelefs  of  that  nation,  and  fearing  to  lofe  the  ufe  of  an  organ  they  had 
fo  little  inclination  to  employ,  I fixed  myfelf  by  a Spaniard,  and  having  been  fo 
lately  in  his  country,  I found  him  ready  to  converge,  and  tolerably  communica- 
tive ; and  indeed  we  had  more  convention  than  thirty  other  perfons  maintained 
among  themfelves. 

The  28th.  Early  in  the  morning  to  the  Pont  du  Gard,  through  a plain  co- 
vered with  vail  plantations  of  olives  to  the  left,  but  much  wafte  rocky  land. 
At  the  firil  view  of  that  celebrated  aqueduct,  I was  rather  difap pointed,  having 
expedted  fomething  of  greater  magnitude;  but  icon  found  the  error:  I was,  on 
examining  it  more  nearly,  convinced  that  it  pofiefied  every  quality  that  ought  to 
make  a ftrong  imprefiion.  It  is  a ftupendous  work;  the  magnitude,  and  the 
mafiiye  folidity  of  the  architecture,  which  may  probably  endure  two  or  three 
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thoufand  years  more,  united  with  the  undoubted  utility  of  the  undertaking,  to 
give  us  a high  idea  of  the  fpirit  of  exertion  which  executed  it  for  the  fupply  of  a 
provincial  town : the  furprife,  however,  may  ceafe,  when  we  conftder  the  nations 
enflaved  that  were  the  workmen. — Returning  to  Nifmes,  meet  many  merchants 
returning  from  the  fair ; each  with  a child’s  drum  tied  to  his  cloak-bag : my  own 
little  girl  was  too  much  in  my  head  not  to  love  them  for  this  mark  of  attention 
to  their  children ; — but  why  a drum  ? Have  they  not  had  enough  of  the  mili- 
tary in  a kingdom,  where  they  are  excluded  from  all  the  honours,  refpedt,  and 
emolument,  that  can  flow  from  the  fword  ? — I like  Nifmes  much;  and  if  the 
inhabitants  be  at  all  on  a par  with  the  appearance  of  their  city,  I fhould  prefer 
it  for  a refldence  to  moft,  if  not  all  the  towns  I have  feen  in  France.  The 
theatre,  however,  is  a capital  point,  in  that  Montpellier  is  faid  to  exceed  it.— — 
24  miles. 

The  29th.  Pafs  flx  leagues  of  difagreeable  country  to  Sauve.  Vines  and 
olives.  The  chateau  of  Monf.  Sabbatier  ftrikes  in  this  wild  country;  he  has  in- 
clofed  much  with  dry  walls,  planted  many  mulberries  and  olives,  which  are 
young,  thriving,  and  well  inclofed,  yet  the  foil  is  fo  Roney,  that  no  earth  is  vift- 
ble;  fome  of  his  walls  are  four  feet  thick,  and  one  of  them  twelve  thick  and 
five  high,  whence  it  feems,  he  thinks  moving  the  ftones  a necefiary  improve- 
ment, which  I much  queftion.  He  has  built  three  or  four  new  farm-houfes  ; 

I fuppofe  he  refides  on  this  eftate  for  improving  it.  I hope  he  does  not  fer<ve ; 
that  no  moon-fhine  purfuit  may  divert  him  from  a conduct  honourable  to  him- 
felf,  and  beneficial  to  his  country. — Leaving  Sauve,  I was  much  firuck  with  a 
large  traft  of  land,  feemingly  nothing  but  huge  rocks;  yet  moft  of  it  inclofed 
and  planted  with  the  moft  induftrious  attention.  Every  man  has  an  olive, 
a mulberry,  an  almond,  or  a peach-tree,  and  vines  fcattered  among  them ; fo 
that  the  whole  ground  is  covered  with  the  oddeft  mixture  of  thefe  plants  and 
bulging  rocks,  that  can  be  conceived.  The  inhabitants  of  this  village  deferve 
encouragement  for  their  induftry;  and  if  I were  a French  minifter,  they  fhould 
have  it.  They  would  foon  turn  all  the  deferts  around  them  into  gardens*. 
Such  a knot  of  aftive  hufbandmen,  who  turn  their  rocks  into  fcenes  of  fertility, 
becaufe  I fuppofe  their  own,  would  do  the  fame  by  the  waftes,  if  animated 
by  the  fame  omnipotent  principle.  Dine  at  St.  Hyppolite,  with  eight  protef-  - 
tant  merchants  returning  home  to  Rouverge,  from  the  fair  of  Beaucaire;  as  we 
parted  at  the  fame  time,  we  travelled  together ; and  from  their  converfation,  I 
learned  fome  circumftances  of  which -I  wanted  to  be  informed;  they  told  me 
alfo,  that  mulberries  extend  beyond  Vigan,  but  then,  and  efpecially  about  Mil- 
haud, almonds  take  their  place,  and  are  in  very  great  quantities. 

My  Rouverge  friends  prefled  me  to  pafs  with  them  to  Milhaud  and  Rodez, 
afiuring  me,  that  the  cheapnefs  of  their  province  was  fo  great,  that  it  would 

tempt 


MONTADIER. 


IGNORANC  E. 


5i 

tempt  me  to  live  fome  time  amongft  them.  That  I might  have  a houfe  at 
Milhaud,  of  four  tolerable  rooms  on  a floor  furniihed,  for  1 2 louis  a-year ; and 
live  in  the  utmoft  plenty  with  all  my  family,  if  I would  bring  them  over,  for 
100  louis  a-year:  that  there  were  many  families  of  noblefie,  who  fiibnfted  on 
50,  and  even  on  25  a-year.  Such  anecdotes  of  cheapnefs  are  only  curious  when 
confidered  in  a political  light,  as  contributing  on  one  hand  to  the  welfare  of  indi- 
viduals • and  on  the  other,  as  contributing  to  the  profperity,  wealth,  and  power 
of  the  kingdom ; if  I fhould  meet  with  many  fuch  inftances,  and  alio  with  others 
dire&dy  contrary,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  coniider  them  more  at  large. — 30  miles. 

The  30th.  Going  out  of  Gange,  I was  furprifed  to  find  by  far  the  greateft 
exertion  in  irrigation  which  I had  yet  feen  in  France;  and  then  pafs  by  fome 
deep  mountains,  highly  cultivated  in  terraces.  Much  watering  at  St.  Lau- 
rence. The  fcenery  very  interefting  to  a farmer.  From  Gange,  to  the  moun- 
tain of  rough  ground  which  I croffed,  the  ride  has  been  the  molt  interefting 
which  I have  taken  in  France;  the  efforts  of  induflry  the  moft  vigorous;  the 
animation  the  moft  lively.  An  activity  has  been  here,  that  has  fwept  away  ail 
difficulties  before  it,  and  has  cloathed  the  very  rocks  with  verdure.  It  would  be 
a difgrace  to  common  fenfe  to  afk  the  caufe : the  enjoyment  of  property  muft  have 
done  it.  Give  a man  the  fecure  poffeffion  of  a bleak  rock,  and  he  will  turn  it 
into  a garden ; give  him  a nine  years  leafe  of  a garden,  and  he  will  convert  it  into 
a defert.  To  Montadier,  over  a rough  mountain  covered  with  box  and  lavender; 
it  is  a beggarly  village,  with  an  auberge  that  made  me  almoft  fhrink.  Some  cut- 
throat figures  were  eating  black  bread,  whofe  vifages  had  fo  much  of  the  gailies 
that  I thought  I heard  their  chains  rattle.  I looked  at  their  legs,  and  could  not 
but  imagine  they  had  no  bufinefs  to  be  free.  There  is  a fpecies  of  countenance 
fo  horribly  bad,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  be  miftaken  in  one’s  reading.  I was 
quite  alone,  and  abfolutely  without  arms.  Till  this  moment,  I had  not  dreamt 
of  carrying  piftols:  I fhould  now  have  been  better  fatisfied,  if  I had  had  them. 
The  mafter  of  the  auberge,  wffio  feemed  firft  coufin  to  his  guefts,  procured  for 
me  fome  wretched  bread  with  difficulty,  but  it  was  not  black. — No  meat,  no 
eggs,  no  legumes,  and  execrable  wine  : no  com  for  my  mule;  no  hay;  no  ftraw; 
no  grafs : the  loaf  fortunately  was  large ; I took  a piece,  and  diced  the  reft  for 
my  four-footed  Spaniffi  friend,  who  ate  it  thankfully,  but  the  aubergifte  growl- 
ed.— Defcend  by  a winding  and  excellent  road  to  Maudieres,  where  a vaft  arch 
is  thrown  acrofs  the  torrent.  Pafs  St.  Maurice,  and  crofs  a ruined  foreft  amongft 
fragments  of  trees.  Defcend  three  hours,  bv  a moft  noble  road  hewn  out  of  the 
mountain  fide  to  Lodeve,  a dirty,  ugly,  ill  built  town,  with  crooked  clofe  ft  rests, 
hut  populous,  and  very  induftrious. — Here  I drank  excellent  light  and  pieafmg 
white  wine,  at  cyC  a bottle. 36  miles. 
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which  fhares  with  Carcaffonne,  the  fabric  of  Londrins,  for  the  Levant  trade.—** 
Crofs  much  wade  to  Beziers. — I met  to-day  with  an  indance  of  ignorance  in  a 
well  dreffed  French  merchant,  that  furprized  me.  He  had  plagued  me  with 
abundance  of  tirefome  foolifh  quedions,  and  then  afked  for  the  third  or  fourth 
time  what  country  I was  of.  I told  him  I was  a Chinefe.  How  far  off  is  that 
country  ? — I replied,  200  leagues.  Deux  cents  lieux!  Diablel  c eft  un  grand 
chemin  ! The  other  day  a Frenchman  afked  me,  after  telling  him  I was  an  Eng- 
lifhman,  if  we  had  trees  in  England  ? — I replied,  that  we  had  a few.  Had  we 
any  rivers  ?— Oh,  none  at  all.  Ah  ma  foi  eft  bien  trifle l This  incredible  igno- 
rance, when  compared  with  the  knowledge  fo  univerfally  diffeminated  in  Eng- 
land, is  to  be  attributed,  like  every  thing  elfe,  to  government. 40  miles. 

August  i . Leave  Beziers,  in  order  to  go  to  Capedan  by  the  pierced  moun- 
tain.. Crofs  the  canal  of  Languedoc  feveral  times ; and  over  many  wades  to 
Bleraville.  The  Pyrenees  now  full  to  the  left,  and  their  roots  but  a few  leagues 
off.  At  Carcaffonne  they  carried  me  to  a fountain  of  muddy  water,  and  to  a 
gate  of  the  barracks ; but  I was  better  pleaded  to  fee  feveral  large  good  houfes 
of  manufacturers,  that  fhew  wealth. 40  miles. 

The  2d.  Pafs  a conliderable  convent,  with  a long  line  of  front,  and  rife  to 
Fanjour.* 16  miles. 

The  jd.  At  Mirepoix  they  are  building  a mod  magnificent  bridge  of  feven 
fat  arches,  each  of  64  feet  fpan,  which  will  cod  1,800,000  liv.  (78,75,0!.) ; it 
has  been  twelve  years  erecting,  and  will  be  finilhedin  two  more.  The  weather 
for  feveral  days  has  been  as  fine  as  poflible,  but  very  hot;  to-day  the  heat  was  fo 
diiagreeable,  that  I reded  from  twelve  to  three  at  Mirepoix;  and  found  it  fo 
burning,  that  it  was  an  effort  to  go  half  a quarter  of  a mile  to  view  the  bridge. 
The  myriads  of  flies  were  ready  to  devour  me,  and  I could  hardly  fupport  any 
light  in  the  room.  Riding  fatigued  me,  and  I enquired  for  a carriage  of  fome 
fort  to  carry  me,  while,  thefe.  great  heats  fhould  continue;  I had  done  the  fame 
at  Carcaffonne ; but  nothing  like  a cabriolet  of  any  fort  was  to  be  had.  When 
it  is  recollected  that  that  place  is  one  of  the  mold  confiderable  manufacturing 
towns  in  France,  containing  15,000  people,  and  that  Mirepoix  is.  far  from 
being  a mean  place,  and  ■ yetnot  a voiture  of  any  kind  to  be  had,  how  will  am 
Englishman  blefs  himfelf  for  the.  univerfal  conveniences  that  are  fpread  through 
his  own  country,  in  which  I believe  there  is  not  a town  of  1500  people  in  the 
kingdom  where  pod  chaifes  and  . able  hones  are- not  to  be  had  at  a moment’s 


w 


inline ! What  a , contrail  l 


This  confirms 


the  Err 


ry 

itiCC 


traffic,  on  the  roads  even  around  Paris  itfelf. 


The  h 

the  hotted  day 


eat  was  10  great  that 


burning:  rav 

O j 


that 


dedueihle  from  the  little 
Circulation  is  dagnant  in  France. — • 
left  Mirepoix  difordered  with  it : this  was  by  far.' 

x * 

hernilphere  feemed  aimed  in  a flame  with  , 
ndered  it  impoffible  to  turn  one’s  eyes  within  many  degrees  of 

. the 


that  I ever  felt. 


INNS. 


ST.  G E RONDS.- 


53 


the  radiant  orb  that  now  blazed  in  the  heavens. — Crofs  another  fine  new  bridge 
of  three  arches ; and  come  to  a woodland,  the  firfi  I had  feen  for  a great  difiance. 
Many  vines  about  Pamiers,  which  is  fituated  in  a beautiful  vale,  upon  a fine 
river.  The  place  itfelf  is  ugly,  fiinking,  and  ill  built ; with  an  inn  ! Adieu, 
Monf.  Gafcit ; if  fate  fend  me  to  fuch  another  houfe  as  thine — be  it  an  expia- 
tion for  my  fins  !— — 28  miles. 

The  4th.  Upon  leaving  Amous,  there  is  the  extraordinary  fpedxacle  of  a river 
ifiuing  out  of  a cavern  in  a mountain  of  rock  5 on  eroding  the  hill  you  fee  where 
it  enters  by  another  cavern. — It  pierces  the  mountain.  Molt  countries,  however, 
have  infiances  of  rivers  pafiing  under  ground.  At  St.  Geronds  go  to  the  Croix 
Blanche,  the  moft  execrable  receptacle  of  filth,  vermin,  impudence,  and  impo- 
fition  that  ever  exercifed  the  patience,  or  wounded  the  feelings  of  a traveller. 
A withered  hag,  the  daemon  of  beaftlinefs,  prefides  there.  I laid,  not  reft- 
ed,  in  a chamber  over  a ftable,  whofe  efiluviae  through  the  broken  floor 
were  the  leaft  onenfive  of  the  perfumes  afforded  by  this  hideous  place.— 
It  could  give  me  nothing  but  two  ftale  eggs,  for  which  I paid,  exclufive 
of  ail  other  charges,  20/I  Spain  brought  nothing  to  my  eyes  that  equalled 
this  fink,  from  which  an  Englifh  hog  would  turn  with  difgufi.  But  the  inns 
all  the  way  from  Nifmes  are  wretched,  except  at  Lodeve,  Gange,  Carcaflfonne, 
and  Mirepoix.  St.  Geronds  muft  have,  from  its  appearance,  four  or  five  thou- 
fand  people.  Pamiers  near  twice  that  number.  What  can  be  the  circulating 
connection  between  fuch  mafles  of  people  and  other  towns  and  countries, 
that  can  be  held  together  and  fupported  by  fuch  inns  ? There  have  been 
writers  who  look  upon  fuch  obfervations  as  arifing  merely  from  the  petu- 
lance of  travellers,  but  it  thews  their  extreme  ignorance.  Such  circumfiances 
are  political  data.  We  cannot  demand  all  the  books  of  France  to  be  opened 
in  order  to  explain  the  amount  of  circulation  in  that  kingdom  ; a politician  muft 
therefore  colled:  it  from  fuch  circumfiances  as  he  can  afeertain ; and  among 
thefe,  traffic  on  the  great  roads,  and  the  convenience  of  the  houfes  prepared  for 
the  reception  of  travellers,  tell  us  both  the  number  and  the  condition  of  thoft 
travellers  ; by  which  term  I chiefly  allude  to  the  natives,  who  move  on  bufinefs 
or  pleafure  from  place  to  place;  for  if  they  be  not  confiderable  enough  to  caufe 
good  inns,  thole  who  come  from  a difiance  will  not,  which  is  evident  from  the 
bad  accommodations  even  in  the  high  road  from  Calais  to  Rome.  On  the 
contrary,  go  in  England  to  towns  that  contain  1500,  2000,  or  3000. people,  in 
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what  are  properly  called  travellers,  yet  you  will  meet  with  neat  inns,  well 
ct relied  and.  clean  people  keeping  them,  good  furniture,  and  a refrefhing  civi- 
lity ; your  fenfes  may  not  be  gratified,  but  they  will  not  be  offended  ; and  if  you 
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ia  fpite  of  a heavy  tax,  it  will  be  ready  to  carry  you  whither  you  pleafe.  Are- 
no  political  conclufions  to  be  drawn  from  this  amafing  contrail:  ? It  proves 
that  fuch  a population  in  England  have  connections  with  other  places  to  the 
amount  of  fupporting  fuch  houfes.  The  friendly  clubs  of  the  inhabitants,  the 
vifits  of  friends  and  relations,  the  parties  of  pleafure,  the  refort  of  farmers,  the 
intercourie  with  the  capital  and  with  other  towns,  form  the  fupport  of  good 
inns  ; and  in  a country  where  they  are  not  to  be  found,  it  is  a proof  that  there 
is  not  the  lame  quantity  of  motion ; or  that  it  moves  by  means  of  lefs  wealth, 
lefs  confumption,  and  lefs  enjoyment.  In  this  journey  through  Languedoc,  I 
have  palled  an  Incredible  number  of  fpiendid  bridges,  and  many  fuperb  caufe- 
ways.  But  this  only  proves  the  abfardity  and  opprefiion  of  government. 
Bridges  that  coil:  70  or  8©,oool.  and  imtnenfe  caufeways  to  conned:  towns,  that 
have  no  better  inns  than  fuch  as  I have  deforibed,  appear  to  be  grofs  abfurdi- 
ties.  They  cannot  be  made  for  the  mere  ufe  of  the  inhabitants,  becaufe  one- 
fourth  of  the  expence  would  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  real  utility.  They,  are 
therefore  objeds  of  public  magnificence,  and  confequentiy  for  the  eye  of  tra- 
vellers. But  what  traveller,  with  his  perfon  forrounded  by  the  beggarly  filth 
of  an  inn,  and  with  all  his  fenfes  offended,  will  not  condemn  fuch  inconfift- 
encies,  and  will  not  wifh  for  more  comfort  and  lefs  appearance  of  fplendour  ? 
30  miles. 

The  5th.  To  St.  Martory  is  an  almofl  uninterrupted  range  of  well  inclofed 
and  well  cultivated  country. — ‘For  an  hundred  miles  paid,  the  women  generally 
without  fhoes,  even  in  the  towns  ; and  in  the  country  many  men  alfo. — The 
heat  yefterday  and  to-day  as  intenfe  as  it  was  before  : there  is  no  bearing  any 
light  in  the  rooms ; all  mufc  be  fhut  clofe,  or  none  are  tolerably  cool : in 
going  out  of  a light  room  into  a dark  one,  though  both  to  the  north,  there  is 
a very  fenfibie  coolnefs ; and  out  of  a dark  one  into  a roofed  balcony,  is  like  go- 
ing into  an  oven.  I have  been  advifed  every  day  not  to  flir  till  four  o’clock. 
From  ten  in  the  morning  till  five  in  the  afternoon,  the  heat  makes  all  exercife 
moil  uncomfortable  ^ and  the  flies  are  a curie  of  Egypt.  Give  me  the  cold  and 
fogs  of  England,  rather  than  fuch  a heat,  fhculd  it  be  lading.  The  natives,  how- 
ever, affert,  that  this  intenfity  has  now  continued  as  long  as  it  commonly  does, 
namely,  four  or  five  days ; and  that  the  greated  part  even  of  the  hotted  months  is 
much  cooler  than  the  weather  is  at  prefent. — In  250  miles  diflan t,  I have  met  on 
the  road  two  cabriolets  only,  and  three  miserable  things  like  old  English  one- 
horfe  chaifes  ; not  one  gentleman  j though  many  merchants,  as  they  call  them- 
felves,  each  with  two  or  three  cloak-bags  behind  him  : — a fcareity  of  travellers 


that  is  amazing.™- — 28  miles. 

The  6th.  To  Bagnerede  Luchon,  rejoining  my  friends,  and 
have  a little  reft  in  the  cool  mountains,  after  fo  burning  a ride.- 
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The  10  th.  Findingour  party  not  yet  ready  to  fet  out  on  their  return  to  Paris, 
I determined  to  make  ufe  of  the  time  there  was  yet  to  fpare,  ten  or  eleven  days, 
in  a tour  to  Bagnere  de  Bigorre,  to  Bayonne,  and  to  meet  them  on  the  way  to 
Bourdeax,  at  Auch.  This  being  fettled,  I mounted  my  Englhh  mare,  and  took 
my  laft  leave  of  Luchon. — 28  miles. 

The  1 1 tli.  Pais  a convent  of  Bernardine  monks,  who  have  a revenue  of  30,000  liv. 
Itis  fituated  in  a vale,  watered  by  a charming  chryftal  Bream,  and  fome  hills,  cover- 
ed with  oak,  {heller  it  behind. — Arrive  at  Bagnere,  which  contains  little  worthy 
of  notice,  but  it  is  much  frequented  by  company  on  account  of  its  waters.  To 
the  valley  of  Cam'pan,  of  which  I had  heard  great  things,  and  which  yet  much 
furpafied  my  expectation.  It  is  quite  different  from  all  the  other  vales  I have 
feen  in  the  Pyrenees  or  in  Catalonia.  The  features  and  the  arrangement  novel* 
In  general  the  richly  cultivated  dopes  of  thofe  mountains  are  thickly  inclofed  * 
this,  on  the  contrary,  is  open.  The  vale  itfelf  is  a fiat  range  of  cultivation  and 
watered  meadow,  Tpread  thickly  with  villages  and  fcattered  houfes.  The  eaftera 
boundary  is  a rough,  Beep,  and  rocky  mountain,  and  affords  paflurage  to  goats* 
and  fheep  ; a contrail  to  the  weftern,  which  forms  the  lingular  feature  of 
the  fcene.  It  is  one  noble  fiieet  of  corn  and  grafs  uninclofed,  and  interfered 
only  by  lines  that  mark  the  divinon  of  properties,  or  the  channels  that  conduct 
water  from  the  higher  regions  for  irrigating  the  lower  ones ; the  whole  is  one 
matchlefs  Hope  of  the  richelt  and  mod  luxuriant  vegetation.  Here  and  there 
are  fcattered  fome  final!  makes  of  wood,  which  chance  has  grouped  with  won- 
derful happi mis  for  giving  variety  to  the  fce'ne.  The  fealbn  of  the  year,  by 
mixing  the  rich  yellow  of  ripe  corn  with  the  green  of  the  watered  meadows* 
added  greatly  to  the  colouring  of  the  landfcape,  which  is  upon  the  whole  the: 
mod  exquifite  for  form  and  colour  that  my  eye  has  ever  been  regaled  with. — . 
Take  the  road  to  Lourde,  where  is  a cable  on  a rock,  garrifoned  for  the  mere 
purpofe  of  keeping  Bate  prifoners,  fent  hither  by  lettres  de  cachet . Seven  or 
eight  are  known  to  be  here  at  prefect  5 thirty  have  been  here  at  a time ; and 
many  for  life — torn  by  the  relentleis  h and  of  iealdus  tyranny  from  the  bolom 
of  domeftic  comfort;  from  wives,  children,  friends,  and  hurried  for  crimes 
unknown  to  themfelves — more  probably  for  virtues — to  languish  in  this  detefted 
abode  of  mifery — and  die  of  defpair.  Oh,  liberty  t liberty! — and  yet  this  is 
the  mildefi:  government  of  any  coniiderable  country  in  Europe,  our  own  ex- 
cepted. The  difpenlations  cf  providence  feem  to  have  permitted  the  human 
race  to  exifi:  only  as  the  prey  of  tyrants,  as  it  has  made  pigeons  for  the  prey  of 
hawks. — -35  miles. 

The  1 2th.  Pau  is  a considerable  town,  that  has  a parliament  and  a linen  ma- 
nufacture; but  it  is  more  famous  for  being  the  birth-place  of  Henry  IV. 

I viewed 


M O N E N G, 


-A  N S P A N. 


5 6 

I viewed  the  caftle,  and  was  fhewn,  as  all  travellers  are,  the  room  in  which 
that  amiable  prince  was  born,  and  the  cradle,  the  fheli  of  a tortoife,  in  which 
he  was  nurfed.  What  an  effedl  on  pofierity  have  great  and  diftinguifhed  ta- 
lents ! This  is  a confiderabie  town,  but  I quefiiion  whether  any  thing  would  ever 
carry  a ftranger  to  it  but  its  poiTeffing  the  cradle  of  a favourite  character. 

Take  the  road  to  Moneng,  and  come  prefen tly  to  a fcene  which  was  fo 
new  to  me  in  France,  that  I could  hardly  believe  my  own  eyes.  A fucceflion 
of  many  well  built,  tight,  and  comfortable  farming  cottages,  built  of 
hone,  and  covered  with  tiles  5 each  having  its  little  garden,  inclofed  by 
dipt  thorn  edges,  with  plenty  of  peach  and  other  fruit-trees,  fome  fine 
oaks  fcattered  in  the  hedges,  and  young  trees  nurfed  up  with  fo  much 
care,  that  nothing  but  the  foftering  attention  of  the  owner  could  efredt  any 
thing  like  it.  To  every  houfe  belongs  a farm,  perfectly  we!!  inclofed,  with 
grafs  borders  mown  and  neatly  kept  around  the  corn  fields,  with  gates  to  pals 
from  one  inclofure  to  another.  The  men  are  all  drefied  with  red  caps,  like  the 
highlanders  of  Scotland.  There  are  fome  parts  of  England  (where  fmall  yeo- 
men ftill  remain)  thatrefemble  this  country  of  Bearne ; but  we  have  very  little 
that  is  equal  to  what  I have  feen  in  this  ride  of  twelve  miles,  from  Pau  to  Mon- 
eng. It  is  all  in  the  hands  of  little  proprietors,  without  the  farms  being  fo 
finall  as  to  occafion  a vicious  and  miferable  population.  An  air  of  neatnefs, 
warmth,  and  comfort  breathes  over  the  whole.  It  is  vifible  in  their  new 
built  houfes  and  fiables  in  their  little  gardens ; in  their  hedges  j in  the 
courts  before  their  doors  3 even  in  the  coops  for  their  poultry,  and  the  fizies  for 
their  hogs.  A peafant  does  not  think  of  rendering  his  pig  comfortable,  if  his 
own  happinefs  hang  by  the  thread  of  a nine  years  leafe.  We  are  now  in  Bearn e, 
within  a few  miles  of  the  cradle  of  Henry  IV.  Do  they  inherit  thefe  blefiings 
from  that  good  prince  ? The  benignant  genius  of  that  good  monarch  feeins  to 
reign  Tfcill  over  the  country ; each  peafant  has  the  fowl  in  the  pot. — 34  miles. 

The  13  th.  The  agreeable  fcene  of  ye  herd  ay  continues  ; many  fmall  pro- 
perties ; and  every  appearance  of  rural  happinefs.  Navareen  is  a fmall  walled 
and  fortified  town,  confiding  of  three  principal  fireets,  which  crofs  at  right 
angles,  with  a fmall  fquare.  From  the  ramparts  there  is  the  view  of  a fine 
country.  The. linen  fabric  ipreads  through  it.  To  St.  Palais  the  country  is 
moitly  incloled,  and  much  of  it  with  thorn-hedges,  admirably  trained,  and 
kept  neatly  clipped. — 25  miles. 

The  14th.  Left  St.  Palais,  and  took  a guide  to  conduct  me  four  leagues  to 
Anfpan.  Fair  day,  and  the  place  crouded  with  farmers  ; I faw  the  foup  prepared 
for  what  we  fhould  call  the  farmer’s  ordinary.  There  was  a mountain  of  fliced 
bread,  the  colour  of  which  was  not  inviting  5 ample  provision  of  cabbage,  greafe, 
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and  water,  and  about  as  much  meat  for  fome  fcores  of  people,  as  half  a dozen 
Englifh  farmers  would  have  eaten,  and  grumbled  at  their  hod  for  fhort  com- 
mons.  26  miles. 

The  1 5th.  Bayonne  is  by  much  the  prettied:  town  I have  feen  in  France;  the 
houfes  are  not  only  well  built  of  Hone,  but  the  dreets  are  wide,  and  there  are 
many  openings  which,  though  not  regular  fquares,  have  a good  effect.  The 
river  is  broad,  and  many  of  the  houfes  being  fronted  to  it,  the  view  of  them 
from  the  bridge  is  fine.  The  promenade  is  charming;  it  has  many  rows 
of  trees,  whofe  heads  join  and  form  a fhade  delicious  in  this  hot  climate. 
In  the  evening,  it  was  thronged  with  well  dreffed  people  of  both  fexes : and 
the  women,  through  all  the  country,  are  the  handfomeft  I have  feen  in  France. 
In  coming  hither  from  Pau,  I faw  what  is  very  rare  in  that  kingdom, 
clean  and  pretty  country  girls;  in  mod  of  the  provinces,  hard  labour  de- 
droys  both  perfon  and  complexion.  The  bloom  of  health  on  the  cheeks  of  a 
well  dreffed  country  girl  is  not  the  word:  feature  in  any  landfcape.  I hired  a 
chaloup  for  viewing  the  embarkment  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  By  the  water 
fpreading  itfelf  too  much,  the  harbour  was  injured  ; and  government,  to  contract 
it,  has  built  a wall  on  the  north  bank  a mile  long,  and  another  on  the  fouth 
fhore  of  half  in  length.  It  is  from  ten  to  twenty  feet  wide,  and  about  twelve 
high,  from  the  top  of  the  bafe  of  rough  done,  which  extends  twelve  or  fifteen 
feet  more.  Towards  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  it  is  twenty  feet  wide,  and  the 
Hones  on  both  fides  erampt  together  with  irons.  They  are  now  driving  piles  of 
pine  16  feet  deep,  for  the  foundation.  It  is,  on  the  whole,  a work  of  great  ex- 
pence, magnificence,  and  utility. 

The  1 6th.  To  Dax  is  not  the  bed:  way  to  Auch,  but  I had  a mind  to  fee  the 
famous  wade  called  Les  Landes  de  Bourdeaux , of  which  I had  long  heard  and 
read  fo  much.  I was  informed,  that  by  this  route,  I fhould  pafs  through  more 
than  twelve  leagues  of  them.  They  reach  almod  to  the  gates  of  Bayonne ; but 
broken  by  cultivated  fpots  for  a league  or  two.  Thefe  landes  are  fandy  tracts 
covered  with  pine  trees,  cut  regularly  for  refin.  Hidorians  report,  that  when 
the  Moors  were  expelled  from  Spain,  they  applied  to  the  court  of  France  for 
leave  to  fettle  on  and  cultivate  thefe  landes ; and  that  the  court  was  much  con- 
demned for  refuting  them.  It  feems  to  have  been  taken  for  granted,  that  they 
could  not  be  peopled  with  French;  and  therefore  ought  rather  to  be  given  to 
Moors,  than  to  be  left  wade. — At  Dax,  there  is  a remarkably  hot  fpring  in  the 
middle  of  the  town.  It  is  a very  fine  one,  bubbling  powerfully  out  of  the 
ground  in  a large  bafon,  w'alled  in ; it  is  boiling  hot ; it  tades  like  common  water, 
and  I was  told  that  it  was  not  impregnated  with  any  mineral.  The  only  ufe  to 
which  it  is  applied  is  for  wafhing  linen.  It  is  at  all  feafons  of  the  fame  heat, 
and  in  the  fame  quantity. 27  miles. 
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The  17th.  Pafs  a dirtridt  of  fand  as  white  as  fnow,  and  fo  loofe  as  to  blow;  yet 
it  has  oaks  two  feet  in  diameter,  by  reafon  of  a bottom  of  white  adhefive  earth' 
like  marl.  Pafs  three  rivers,  the  waters  of  which  might  be  applied  in  irrigation,, 
yet  no  ufe  made  of  them.  The  Duke  de  Bouillon  has  vad  podeffions  in  thefe 
lands.  A Grand  Seigneur  will  at  any  time,  and  in  any  country,  explain  the  rea- 
fon of  improveable  land  being  left  wafte; 29  miles. 

The  1 8 th.  As  dearnefs  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  general  feature  of  all  money 
exchanges  in  France,  it  is  but  candid  to  note  indances  to  the  contrary.  At 
Aire,  they  gave  me,  at  the  Croix  d’Or,  foup,  eels,  fweet-bread,  and  green- peas,, 
a pigeon,  a chicken,  and  veal-cutlets,  with  a dedert  of  bifcuits,  peaches,  nedta^ 
fines,  plumbs,  and  a glafs  of  liqueur , with  a bottle  of  good  wine,  all  for  40 fi. 
(2od.)  oats  for  my  mare  20 f.  and  hay  1 of.  At  the  lame  price  at  St.  Severe,  I 
had  a fupper  lad;  night  not  inferior  to  it.  Every  thing  at  Aire  feemed  good  and. 
clean;  and  what  is  very  uncommon,  I had  a parlour  to  eat  my  dinner  in,  and  was . 
attended  by  a neat  well  drelfed  girl.  The  lad  two  hours  to  Aire  it  rained  fo 
violently,  that  my  filk  furtout  was  an  infufficient  defence ; and  the  old.  landlady 
was  in  no  hade  to  give  me  dre  enough  to  be  dried. 3.5  miles.. 

The  3.9th.  Pafs  Beek,  which  feems  a flouridling  little  place,  if  we  may  judge 
by  the  building  of  new  houfes.  The  Clef  d’Or  is  a large,  new,,and< good  inn.. 

In  the  270  miles,  from  Bagnere  de  Luchon  to  Auch,.a  general  obfervation  I 
may  make  is,  that  the  whole,  with  very  few  exceptions,  is  inclofed;,and  that  the 
farm-houfes  are  every  where  fcattered,  indead  of  Being,  as  in  many  parts  of. 
France,  collected  in  towns.  I have  feen  fcarcely  any  gentlemen’s  country-leats- 
that  feem  at  all  modern ; and,  in  general,  they  are  thin  to  a furprifing  degree.  I 
have  not  met  with  one  country  equipage,  nor  any  thing  like  a gentleman  riding 
to  fee  a neighbour.  Scarcely  a gentleman  at  alb.  At  Auch,  met  by  appointment 
my  friends,  on  their  return  to  Paris.  The  town  is  almod  without  'manufactures 
or  commerce,  and  is  fupported  chiefly  by  the  rents  of  the  country.  But  they 
have  many  of  the  noblefie  in  the  province,  too  poor  to  live  here;  fome  indeed 
fo  poor,  that  they  plough  their  own  fields  ; and  thefe  may  poffibly  be  much 
more  edimable  members  of  fociety,  than  the  fools:  and  knaves  who  laugh  at: 
them. 31  miles.. 

The  20th.  Pafs  Fleuran,  which  contains  many  good  houfes,  and  go  through 
a populous  country  to  Leitour,  a bifhoprick,  the  diocefan  of  which  we  left  at 
Bagnere  de  Luchon.  The  fituation  is  beautiful  on  the  point  of  a ridge  of  hills*  - 
’———20  miles. 

The  2 2d.  By  Leyrac,  through  a fine  country,  to  the  Garonrre,  which  we: 
crofs  by  a ferry.  This  river  is-  here  a quarter  of  a mile  broad,  with  every  appear- 
ance of  commerce.  A large  barge  palled  loaded  with  cages  of  poultry;  of  fuch 
confequence  throughout  the  extent  of  this  navigation  is  the  confumption  of  the 
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great  city  of  Bourdeaux ! The  rich  vale  continues  to  Agen,  and  is  very  highly 
cultivated;  but  has  not  the  beauty  of  the  environs  of  Leitour.  If  new  buildings 
be  a criterion  of  the  flourifhing  fate  of  a place,  Agen  prospers.  The  biihop 
has  raifed  a magnificent  palace,  the  centre  of  which  is  in  a good  tafe;  but  the 
junction  with  the  wings  not  equally  happy . 23  miles. 

The  23d.  Pafs  a rich  and  highly  cultivated  vale  to  Aguillon;  much  hemp, 
and  every  woman  in  the  country  employed  on  it.  Many  neat  well  built  farm- 
houfes  on  finall  properties,  and  all  the  country  very  populous.  View  the  chateau 
of  the  Due  ’Aguillon,  which,  being  in  the  town,  is  badly  fituated,  according  to 
all  rural  ideas  3 but  a town  is  ever  an  accompanyment  of  a chateau  in  France,  as 
it  was  formerly  in  moll  parts  of  Europe;  it  fee  ms  to  have  refilled  from  a feudal 
arrangement,  that  the  Grand  Seigneur  might  keep  his  Haves  the  nearer  to  his 
call,  as  a man  builds  his  fables  near  his  houfe.  This  edifice  is  a confiderable 
one,  built  by  the  prefent  Duke ; begun  about  twenty  years  ago,  when  he  was 
exiled  here  during  eight  years.  i\nd,  thanks  to  that  banifhment,  the  building 
went  on  nobly ; the  body  of  the  houfe  done,  and  the  detached  wings  almof 
finifhed.  But  as  foon  as  the  fentence  was  reverfed,  the  Duke  went  to  Paris, 
and  has  not  been  here  fince,  confequently  all  now  fands  fill.  It  is  thus  that 
banifhment  alone  will  force  the  French  nobility  to  execute  what  the  Englifi  do 
for  pleafure' — refide  upon  and  adorn  their  ef  ates.  There  is  one  magnificent  cir- 
cumfance,  namely,  an  elegant  and  fpacious  theatre;  it  fills  one  of  the  wings. 
The  orchef  ra  is  for  twenty-four  muficians,  the  number  kept,  fed,  and  paid,  by 
the  Duke  when  here.  This  elegant  and  agreeable  luxury,  which  falls  within  the 
compafs  of  a very  large  fortune,  is  known  in  every  country  in  Europe  except 
England : the  poffelTors  of  great  ef  ates  here  preferring  horfes  and  dogs  very 
much  before  any  entertainment  a theatre  can  yield.  T o Tonnance, 25  miles. 

The  24th.  Many  new  and  good  country  feats  of  gentlemen,  well  built,  and 
let  off  with  gardens,  plantations,  6cc.  Thefe  are  the  efedts  of  the  wealth  of 
Bourdeaux.  Thefe  people,  like  other  Frenchmen,  eat  little  meat;  in  the  town 
ofLevrac  five  oxen  only  are  killed  in  a year;  whereas  an  Englilh  town  with  the 
fame  population  would  confume  two  or  three  oxen  a week.  A noble  view  to- 
wards Bourdeaux  for  many  leagues,  the  river  appearing  in  four  or  five  places. 
Reach  Langon,  and  drink  oi  its  excellent  white  wine. 32  miles. 

The  25th.  Pals  through  Barfac,  famous  alfo  for  its  wines.  They  are  now 
ploughing  with  oxen  between  the  rows  of  the  vines,  the  operation  which  .gave 
Tull  the  idea  of  horfe- hoeing  corn.  Great  population,  and  country  feats  all 
the  wav.  At  Caf  res  the  country  changes  to  an  uninteref  ing  flat.  Arrrive  at 
Bourdeaux,  through  a continued  village. 70  miles. 

The  26th.  Much  as  I had  read  and  heard  of  the  commerce,  wealth,  and 


magnificence  of  this  city,  they  greatly  iurpafied  my  expeditions.  Paris  did  not 
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anfwer  at  all,  for  it  is  not  to  be  compared  to  London ; but  we  mull  not 
name  Liverpool  in  competition  with  Bourdeaux.  The  grand  feature  here, 
of  which  I had  heard  moft,  anfwers  the  leaff ; I mean  the  quay,  which  is  re- 
fpectabie  only  for  length,  and  its  quantity  of  bufinefs,  neither  of  which,  to 
the  eye  of  a ftranger,  is  of  much  confequence,  if  devoid  of  beauty.  The  row 
of  houfes  is  regular,  but  without  either  magnificence  or  beauty.  It  is 
a dirty.  Hoping,  muddy  fhore;  parts  without  pavement,  incumbered  with 
filth  and  ftones;  barges  lie  here  for  loading  and  unloading  the  ffdps,  which 
cannot  approach  to  what  fhould  be  a quay.  Here  is  all  the  dirt  and  difagree- 
able  circumffances  of  trade,  without  the  order,  arrangement,  and  magnificence 
of  a quay.  Barcelona  is  unique  in  this  reipedt.  When  I prefumed  to  find  fault 
with  the  buildings  on  the  river,  it  muft  not  be  fuppofed  that  I include  the 
whole;  the  crefcent  which  is  in  the  fame  line  is  better.  The  place  royale , with 
the  ffatue  of  Louis  XV.  in  the  middle,  is  a fine  opening,  and  the  buildings 
which  form  it  regular  and  handfome.  But  the  quarter  of  the  chapeau  rouge 
is  truly  magnificent,  confining  of  noble  houfes,  built,  like  the  reft  of  the  city, 
of  white  hewn  ftone.  It  joins  the  chateau  trompette , which  occupies  near  half 
a mile  of  the  fhore.  This  fort'  is  bought  of  the  king,  by  a company  of  fpecu- 
lators,  who  are  now  pulling  it  down  with  an  intention  of  building  a fine 
fquare  and  many  new  ffreets,  to  the  amount  of  1800  houfes.  I have  feen  a 
defign  of  the  fquare  and  the  ftreets,  and  it  would,  if  executed,  be  one  of  the 
moft  fplendid  additions  to  a city  that  is  to  be  feen  in  Europe.  This  great  work 
Hands  Hill  at  prefent  through  a fear  of  refiimptions.  The  theatre,  built  about 
ten  or  twelve  years  ago,  is  by  far  the  mofi  magnificent  in  France.  I have  feen 
nothing  that  approaches  it.  The  building  is  infulated ; and  fills  up  a fpace  of 
306  feet  by  165,  one  end  being  the  principal  front,  containing  a portico  the 
whole  length  of  it;  of  twelve  very  large  Corinthian  columns.  The  entrance  from 
this  portico  is  by  a noble  veHibule,  which  leads  not  only  to  the  different  parts  of 
the  theatre,  but  alfo  to  an  elegant  oval  concert-room  and  falcons  for  walking 
and  refrefhments . The  theatre  itfelf  is  of  a vaff  fize;  in  ffiape  the  fegment  of 
an  oval.  The  effablifhment  of  adtors,  actreffes,  fingers,  dancers,  orcheffra,  &c. 
fpeaks  the  wealth  and  luxury  of  the  place.  I have  been  affured,  that  from  thirty 
to  fifty  louis  a night  have  been  paid  to  a favourite  adtrefs  from  Paris.  Larrive, 
the  firff  tragic  adtor  of  that  capital,  is  now  here,  at  500  liv.  (21I.  12s.  6d.)  a 
night,  with  two  benefits.  Dauborval,  the  dancer,  and  his  wife  (the  Mademoi- 
felle  Theodore  of  London)  are  retained  as  principal  ballet-maffer  and  firff 
female  dancer,  at  a falary  of  28,000  liv.  (1225L).  Pieces  are  performed  every 
night,  Sundays  not  excepted,  as  every  where  in  France.  The  mode  of  living 
that  takes  place  here  among  merchants  is  highly  luxurious.  Their  houfes  and 
effablifhments  are  on  expend ve  fcales.  Great  entertainments,  and  many  ferved 
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on  plate:  High  play  is  a much  worfe  thing; — and  the  fcandalous  chronicle  fpeaks 
of  merchants  keeping  the  dancing  and  tinging  girls  of  the  theatre  at  falaries 
which  ought  to  import  no  good  to  their  credit.  This  theatre,  which  does  fb 
much  honour  to  the  pleafures  of  Bourdeaux,  was  railed  at  the  expence  of  the 
town,  and  coif  270, cool.  The  new  tide  corn  mill,  erected  by  a company,  is 
very  well  worth  viewing.  A large  canal  is  digged  and  formed  in  mafbnry  of 
hewn  hone,  the  walls  four  feet  thick,  leading  under  the  building  for  the  tide 
coming  in,  to  turn  the  water  wheels.  It  is  then  conducted  in  other  equally 
well  formed  canals  to  a refer  voir;  and  when  the  tide  returns  it  gives  motion  to 
the  wheels  again.  Three  of  thefe  canals  pafs  under  the  building  for  contain- 
ing 24  pairs  of  hones.  Every  part  of  the  work  is  on  a fcale  of  folidity  and 
duration,  admirably  executed*  The  eftimate  of  the  expence  is  8,000,000  liv. 
(3 50,000!.)  ; but  I know  not  how  to  credit  fuch  a fum.  How  far  the  eredtion 
of  fleam  engines  to  do  the  fame  bufineis  would  have  been  found  a cheaper  me- 
thod, I fhall  not  enquire ; but  I fhould  apprehend  that  the  common  water  mills, 
on  the  Garonne,  which  hart  without  fuch  enormous  expences  for  their  power, 
mufl  in  the  common  courfe  of  events  ruin  this  company.  The  new  houfes, 
that  are  building  in  all  quarters  of  the  town,  mark,  too  clearly  to  be  mifunder- 
flood,  the  profperity  of  the  place.  The  fkirts  are  every  where  compofed  of  new 
flreets;  with  flill  newer  ones  marked  out,  and  partly  built.  Thefe  houfes  are 
in  general  fmall,  or  on  a middling  fcale,  for  inferior  tradefmen.  They  are  all 
of  white  flone,  and  add,  as  they  are  ftnifhed,  much  to  the  beauty  of  the  city. 
I enquired  into  the  date  of  thefe  new  flreets,  and  found  that  four  or  five  years 
were  in  general  the  period : that  is  to  fay,  fince  the  peace ; and  from  the  colour 
of  the  flone- of  thofe  flreets  next  in  age,  it  is  plain  that  the  fpirit  of  building 
was  at  a flop  during  the  war.  Since  the  peace  they  have  gone  on  with  great 
activity.  What  a fa  tire  on  the  government  of  the  two  kingdoms,  to  permit 
in  one  the  prejudices  of  manufacturers  and  merchants,  and  in  the  other  the  infi- 
dious  policy  of  an  ambitious  court,  to  hurry  the  two  nations  into  wars  that  check 
beneficial  works,  and  fpread  ruin  where  private  exertion  was  bufied  in  deeds  of 
profperity  ! The  rent  of  houfes  and  lodgings  rifes  every  day;  they  complain  that 
the  expences  of  living  have  increafed  in  ten  years  full  30  per  cent. — There  can 
hardly  be  a clearer  proof  of  an  advance  in  profperity. 

The  commercial  treaty  with  England  being  a fubjedl  too  interefling  not  to 
demand  attention,  we  made  the  neceffary  enquiries. — Here  it  is  confidered  as  a 
wife  meaiure,  that  tends  equally  to  the  benefit  of  both  countries. 

We  went  twice  to  fee  Larrive  perform  his  two  capital  parts  of  the  Black 
Prince  in  Monf.  du  Beiloy’s  Piere  le  Cruel,  and  PhiloTete,  which  gave  me  a 
very  high  idea  of  the  French  theatre.  The  inns  at  this  city  are  excellent;  the 
hotel  dWngleterre  and  the  Prince  of  Afturias;  at  the  latter  we  found  every  ac- 
commodation 
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commodation  to  be  wilhed,  but  with  an  inconfifience  that  cannot  be  too  much 
condemned : we  had  very  elegant  apartments,  and  were  ferved  on  plate,  yet  the 
neceflary-houfe  the  lame  temple  of  abomination  that  is  to  be  met  in  a dirty 
village. 

The  28th.  Leave  Bourdeaux; — crofs  the  river  by  a ferry,  which  employs 
twenty-nine  men  and  fifteen  boats,  and  lets  at  18,000  liv.  (7-87I.)  a year.  The 
view  of  the  Garonne  is  very  fine,  appearing  twice  as  broad  as  the  Thames  at 
London;  and  the  number  of  large  Ihips  lying  in  it,  makes  it,  I fuppofe,  the 
rlcheji  water  view  that  France  has  to  boaflr.  Hence  to  the  Dordonne,  a noble 
river,  though  much  inferior  to  the  Garonne ; the  ferry  lets  at  6000  liv.  Reach 
Cavignac. 20  miles. 

The  29th.  To  Barbefieux,  fituated  in  a beautiful  country,  finely  diverfified 
and  wooded ; the  marquifate  of  which,  with  the  chateau,  belongs  to  the  Duke 
de  la  Rochefoucauld,  whom  we  met  here;  he  inherits  this  eflate  from  the  fa- 
mous Louvois,  the  minifier  of  Louis  XIV.  In  thefe  thirty-feven  miles  of 
country,  lying  between  the  great  rivers  Garonne,  Dordonne,  and  Charente,  and 
eonfequently  in  one  of  the  heft  parts  of  France  for  markets,  the  quantity  of 
wafie  land  is  furprifing ; it  is  indeed  the  predominant  feature.  Much  of  thefe 
waftes  belonged  to  the  prince  de  Soubife,  who  would  not  fell  any  part  of  them. 
Thus  it  is  whenever  you  Humble  on  a.  Grand  Seigneur,  even  one  who  was  worth 
millions,  you  are  fare  to  find  his  property  a defect.  The  Duke  of  Bouillon’s 
and  this  Prince’s  are  two  of  the  greateH  properties  in  France;  and  all  the  figns 
I have  yet  feen  of  their  greatnefs,  are  wades,  landes , deferts,  fern,  ling — Go  to 
their  refidence,  wherever  it  may  be,  and  you  would  probably  find  them  in  the 
midi!  of  a forefi,  very  well  peopled  with  deer,  wild  boars,  and  wolves.  Oh! 
if  I were  the  legiflator  of  France  for  a day,  I would  make  fuch  great  lords  fkip ! * 
We  dipped  with  the  Duke  de  la  Rochefoucauld;  the  provincial  affemhly  of 
Saintonge  is  foon  to  meet,  and  this  nobleman,  being  the  preildent,  is  waiting 
for  their  aifembling. 

The  30th.  Through  a chalk  country,  well  wooded,  though  without  inclo- 
fures,  to  Angouleme,;  the  approach  to  that  town  is  fine ; the  country  around  be- 
ing beautiful  with  the  fine  river  Charente,  here  navigable,  flowing  through  it. 

-25  miles. 

The  31ft.  Quitting  Angouleme,  pafs  through  a country  almoft  covered  with 
vines,  and  acrofs  a noble  wood  belonging  to  the  Duchds  d’Anville,  mother  of 
the  Duke  de  la  Rochefoucauld,  to  Yerteul,  a chateau  of  the  fame  Lady,  built 
in  1459,  where  we  found  every  thing  that  travellers  could  wifih  in  a hofpitable 

* I can  allure  the  reader  that  thefe  fentiments  were  thofe  of  the  moment;  the  events  that  have 
taken  place  almoft  induced  me  to  ftrike  many  fuch  paffages  out,  but  it  is  fairer  to  all  parties  to  leave 
them. 
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manfion.  The  Emperor  Charles  V.  was  entertained  here  by  Anne  de  Polignac, 
widow  of  Francis  II.  Count  de  la  Rochefoucauld,  and  that  Prince,  faid  aloud*. 
n avoir  jamais  ete  en  maifon  qui  fentit  mieux  fa  grande  vertu  bohnetete  & feig — 
neurie  que  celle  la. — It  is  excellently  kept;  in  thorough  repair,  fully  furnifhed, 
and  all  in  order*  which  merits  praife,  confidering  that  the  family  rarely  are  here 
for  more  than  a few  days  in  a year,  having  many  other  and  more  coniiderable 
feats  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom.  If  this  juft  attention  to  the  interefts  of 
pofterity  were  more-  general,  we  fhould  not  fee  the  melancholy  fpectacle  of 
ruined  chateaus  in  fo  many  parts  of  France.  In  the.  gallery  is  a range  of  portraits 
from  the  tenth  century ; by  one  of  which  it  appears,  that  this  eftate  came  by  a 
Mademoifelle  la  Rochefoucauld,  in  1470.  The  park,  woods,  and  river  Cha- 
rente  here,  are  fine  1.  the  laft  abounds  greatly  in  carp,  tench  and  perch.  It  is  at 
any  time  eafy  to  get  from  50  to  100  brace  of  fifh  that  weigh  from  three  to  iolb. 
each  r we  had  a brace  of  carp  for  fupper,  the  fweeteft,  without  exception,  I ever 
tailed.  If  I pitched  my  tent  in  France,  I fhould  choofe  it  to  be  by,  a river  that 
gave  fuch  ffih.  Nothing  provokes  one  fo  much  in  a country  refidence  as  a 
lake,,  a river,  or  the  fea  within  view  of  the  windows,  and  a dinner  every  day 
without  fifh,  which  is  fo  common  in  England. 27  miles. 

September  ift.  Pafs  Caudec,  Ruffec,  Maifons-Blanches,  and  Chaunay. 
At  the  fir  ft.  of  thefe.  places,  view  a very  fine  flour-mill  built  by  the  late  Count 
de  Broglio,  brother  of  the  Marechal  de  Broglio,  one  of  theableft  and  moft  ac- 
tive officers  in  the  French  fervice.  In  his  private  capacity,,  his  undertakings 
were  of  a national  kind;  this  mill,  an  iron  forge,  and  the  project  of  a naviga- 
tion, proved,  that  he  had  a difpofition  for  every  exertion  that  could,  according 
to  the  prevalent  ideas  of  the  times,  benefit  his  country;  that  is  to  fay,  in  every 
way  except  the  one  in  which  it  would  have  been  effective — practical  agriculture. 
This  day’s-  journey  has  been,  with  fome  exceptions,  through  a poor,,  dull,  and 
difagreeable  country. 35  miles. 

The  2d.  Poitou,  from  what  I fee  of  an  unimproved,  poor,  and  ugly 
country.  Itfeems  to  want,  communication,  demand,  and  activity  of  all,  kinds  ; 
nor  does  it,,  on.  an. average,,  yield  the  half  of  what  it  might.  The  lower  part  of 
the  province  is  much  richer  and  better.  Arrive  at  Poitiers,  which  is  one  of  the 
work  built  towns  I have  feen  in  France ; very  large  and  irregular, ..and  contain- 
ing fcarcely  any  thing  worthy  of  notice,  except  the  cathedral,  which  is  well 
built,  and  very  well  kept.-  The  fineft.  thing- by  fan  in  the  town  is  the  prome- 
nade, which  is  the  moft  extenfive  I have  feen ; it  occupies  a coniiderable  fpace 
of  ground,  with  gravelled  walks,  &c.  excellently  kept. 1.2  miles-. 

The  3d.  A white  chalky  country  to  Chateaurault,  open , an d ih inly  peopled, 

though  not.  without  country-feats.  That. town  has  fome  animation,  by  reaion 
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of  its  navigable  river,  which  falls  into  the  Loire.  There  is  a confiderable  cutlery 
manufacture : we  were  no  fooner  arrived,  than  our  apartment  was  full  of  the 
wives  and  daughters  of  manufacturers,  each  with  her  box  of  knives,  fciffars, 
toys,  &c.  and  with  fo  much  civil  folicitude  to  have  fomething  bought,  that  had 
we  wanted  nothing  it  would  have  been  impoflible  to  let  fo  much  urgency  prove 
vain.  It  is  remarkable,  as  the  fabrics  made  here  are  cheap,  that  there  is  fear cely 
any  divifion  of  labour  in  this  manufacture ; it  is  in  the  hands  of  diftinCt  and 
unconnected  workmen,  who  go  through  every  branch  on  their  own  account, 
and  without  afiiftance,  except  from  their  families. — *—25  miles. 

The  4th.  Pafs  a better  country,  with  many  chateaus,  to  Les  Ormes,  where 
we  ftopt  to  fee  the  feat  built  by  the  late  Count  de  Voyer  d’Argenfon.  This 
chateau  is  a large  handfome  edifice  of  ftone,  with  two  very  confiderable  wings 
for  offices  and  Grangers’  apartments:  the  entrance  is  into  a neat  veftibule,  at 
the  end  of  which  is  the  faloon,  a circular  marble  room,  extremely  elegant  and 
well  furniffied:  in  the  drawing-room  are  paintings  of  the  four  French  vic- 
tories of  the  war  of  1 744 : in  every  apartment  there  is  a ftrong  diipofition  to 
Englifh  furniture  and  modes.  This  pleafing  refidence  belongs  at  prefent  to 
'the  Count  d’Argenfon.  The  late  Count  who  built  it  formed  with  the  prefent 
Duke  of  Grafton,  in  England,  the  fcheme  of  a very  agreeable  party.  The 
Duke  was  to  go  over  with  his  horfes  and  pack  of  fox-hounds,  and  live  here  for 
fome  months,  with  a number  of  friends.  It  originated  in  the  propofal  to  hunt 
French  wolves  with  Englifii  fox-dogs.  Nothing  could  be  better  planned  than 
the  fcheme,  for  Les  Ormes  is  large  enough  to  have  contained  a numerous 
party  3 but  the  Count’s  death  deftroyed  the  plan.  This  is  a fort  of  intercourle 
between  the  nobility  of  two  kingdoms,  which  I am  furprifed  does  not  take 
place  fometimesj  it  would  vary  the  common  feenes  of  life  very  agreeably,  and 
be  productive  of  fome  of  the  advantages  of  travelling  in  the  moll  eligible  way. 
— - — 23  miles. 

The  5th.  Through  a dead  flat  and  unpleafant  country,  but  on  the  fineft 
road  I have  feen  in  France- — nor  does  it  feem  poffible  that  any  fhould  be  finer; 
not  arifing  from  great  exertions,  as  in  Languedoc,  but  from  being  laid  flat 
with  admirable  materials.  Chateaus  are  fcatiered  every  where  in  this  part  of 
Touraine;  but  farm  houfes  and  cottages  thin,  till  you  come  in  fight  of 
the  Loire,  the  banks  of  which  feem  one  continued  village.  The  vale, 
through  which  that  river  flows,  may  he  three  miles  over ; a dead  level  of 
burnt  ruffe t meadow. 

The  entrance  of  Tours  is  truly  magnificent,  by  a new  flreet  of  large  houfes, 
built  of  hewn  white  ftone,  with  regular  fronts.  This  fine  ftreet,  which  is 
wide,  and  with  foot  pavements  on  each  fide,  is  cut  in  a ftrait  line  through 
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the  whole  city  to  the  new  bridge,  of  fifteen  fiat  arches,  each  of  feventy-five 
feet  fpan.  It  is  altogether  a noble  exertion  for  the  decoration  of  a provincial 
town.  Some  houfes  remain  yet  to  be  built,  the  fronts  of  which  are  done; 
fome  reverend  fathers  are  fa  ti  she  a with  their  old  habitations,  and  do  not  choofe 
the  expence  of  filing  up  the  elegant  defign  of  the  Tours  projectors;  they 
ought,  however,  to  be  unroofed  if  they  will  not  comply,  for  fronts  without 
houfes  behind  them  have  a ridiculous  appearance.  From  the  tower  of  the 
cathedral  there  is  an  extenfive  view  of  the  adjacent  country ; but  the  Loire, 
for  fo  confi derable  a river,  and  for  being  boaf  ed  as  the  mof  beautiful  in  Eu- 
rope, exhibits  fuch  a breadth  of  fhoals  and  fands  as  to  be  almof  iuhverfive  of 
beauty.  In  the  chapel  of  the  old  palace  of  Louis  XL  Les  Pleiiis  les  Tours,  are 
three  pictures  which  deferve  the  traveller’s  notice ; a holy  family,  St.  Catharine, 
and  the  daughter  of  Llerod ; they  feem  to  be  of  the  heft  age  of  Italian  art. 
There  is  a very  fine  promenade  here ; long  and  admirably  ihaded  by  four  rows 
of  noble  and  lofty  elms,  which  for  fhelter  againf  a burning  fun  can  have  no 
fuperior;  parallel  with  it  is  another  on  the  rampart  of  the  old  walls,  which 
looks  down  on  the  adjacent  gardens ; but  thefe  walks,  of  which  the  inhabit- 
ants have  long  boafed,  are  at  prefen t objedts  of  melancholy ; the  corporation 
has  offered  the  trees  to  fale,  and  I was  allured  they  would  be  cut  down  the  en- 
filing  winter. — One  would  not  wonder  at  an  Engliih  corporation  facrificing  the 
ladies’  walk  for  plenty  of  turtle,  venifon,  and  madeira ; hut  that  a French  one 
fhould  have  fo  little  gallantry,  is  inexcufable. 

- The  9th.  The  Count  de  la  Rochefoucauld  having  a feverifh  complaint 
when  he  arrived  here,  which  prevented  our  proceeding  on  the  journey,  it  be- 
came the  fecond  day  a confirmed  fever ; the  belt  phyfician  of  the  place  was 
called  in,  whole  conduct  I liked  much,  for  he  had  recourfe  to  very  little  jahyfick, 
but  much  attention  to  keep  his  apartment  cool  and  airy;  and  feemed  to  have 
great  confidence  in  leaving  nature  to  throw  off  the  malady  that  opprefled  her. 
Who  is  it  that  fays  there  is  a great  difference  between  a good  phyfician  and  a 
bad  one ; yet  very  little  between  a good  one  and  none  at  all  ? 

Among  other  excurkons,  I took  a rjde  on  the  banks  of  the  Loire  toward^. 
Saumur,  and  found  the  country  the  fame  as  near  Tours  ; but  the  chateaus  not 
fo  numerous  or  good.  Where  the  chalk  hills  advance  perpendicularly  towards 
the  river,  they  prefent  a moff  lingular  l'pectacle  of  uncommon  habitations  ; for 
a great- number  of  houfes  are  cut  out  of  the  white  rock,  fronted  with  mafonry, 
and  holes  cut  above  for  chimnies,  fo  that  you  fometimes  know  not  where  the 
houfe  is  from  which  you  fee  the  fmoke  iffuing.  Thefe  cavern-houfes  are  in 
fome  peaces  in  tires  one  above  another.  Some  with  little  fcraps  of  gardens  have 
a pretty  effect.  In  general,  the  proprietors  occupy  them ; but  many  are  let  at 
10,  12,  and  1 5 liv.  a year.  The  people  I tallied  with  feemed  wreli  fatisfied  with 
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their  habitations,  as  good  and  comfortable  : a proof  of  the  drynefs  of  the  cli- 
mate. In  England  the  rheumatifm  would  be  the  chief  inhabitant.  Walked 
to  the  Benedidtine  convent  of  Marmoutier,  of  which  the  Cardinal  de  Rohan, 
at  prefent  here,  is  abbot. 

The  i oth.  Nature,  or  the  Tours  dodior,  having  recovered  the  count,  we  fet  for- 
ward on  our  journey.  The  road  to  Chanteloup  is  made  on  an  embankment,  that 
fecures  a large  level  tradtfrom  floods.  The  country  more  uninterefting  than  I 
could  have  thought  it  pofiible  in  the  vicinity  of  a great  river. — View  Chanteloup, 
the  magnificent  feat  of  the  late  Duke  de  Choifeul.  It  is  fituated  on  a riling 
ground,  at  fome  difiance  from  the  Loire,  which  in  winter,  or  after  great  floods, 
is  a fine  cbjedt,  but  at  prefent  is  fcarcely  feen.  The  ground-floor  in  front 
confifls  of  feven  rooms  : the  dining-room  of  about  thirty  by  twenty,  and 
the  drawing-room  thirty  by  thirty-three : the  library  is  feventy-two  by  twen- 
ty, fitted  up  by  the  prefent  poiTefifor,  the  Duke  de  Penthievre,  with  very 

beautiful  tapeflry  from  the  Gobelins. -In  the  pleafure-ground,  on  a hill 

commanding  a very  extenfive  profpedt,  is  a Chinefe  pagoda,  120  feet  high,  built 
by  the  duke,  in  commemoration  of  the  perfons  who  vifited  him  in  his  exile. 
On  the  walls  of  the  firfi:  room  in  it  their  names  are  engraven  on  marble  tablets. 
The  number  and  rank  of  the  perfons  do  honour  to  the  duke  and  to  themfeives. 
The  idea  was  a happy  one.  The  foreft  you  look  down  on  from  this  building  is 
very  extenfive  $ they  fay  eleven  leagues  acrofs  : ridings  are  cut  pointing  to  the 
pagoda  ^ and  when  the  duke  was  alive,  thefe  glades  had  the  mifchievous  anima- 
tion of  a vafl  hunt,  fupported  fo  liberally  as  to  ruin  the  mafter  of  it,  and  transfer 
red  the  property  of  this  noble  eflate  and  refidence  from  his  family  to  the  1 
hands  I mould  wifh  to  fee  it  in— a prince  of  the  blood.  Great  lords  love  too 
much  an  environ  of  foreft,  boars,  and  huntfmen,  in  dead  of  marking  their  refi- 
dence by  the  accompanyment  of  neat  and  wrell  cultivated  farms,  clean  cottages, 
and  happy  peafants.  In  fiich  a method  of  fhewing  their  magnificence,  rearing 
forefts,  gilding  domes,  or  bidding  afpiring  columns  rife,  might  be  wanted  $ 
but  they  would  have,  initead  of  them,  erections  of  comfort,  eftablifhments  of  eafe, 
and  plantations  of  felicity : and  their  harvefi,  in  dead  of  the  fiefh  of  boars,  would  be 
in  the  voice  of  chearful  gratitude — they  would  fee  public  prosperity  flourish  on  its 
belt  bails  of  private  happinefs. — As  a farmer,  there  is  one  feature  which  Shews  the 
Duke  de  Choifeul  had  fome  merit  5 he  built  a noble  cow-houfe ; a platform  leads 
along  the  middle,  between  two  rows  Gf  mangers,  with  flails  for  feventy-two, 
and  another  apartment,  not  fo  large,  for  others,  and  for  calves.  He  imported 
1 20  very  fine  Swifs  cows,  and  vifited  them  with  his  company  every  day,  as  they 
were  kept  conftantly  tied  up.  To  this  I may  add  the  belt  built  fheep-boufe  I 
have  feen  in  France:  and  I thought  I faw  from  the  pagoda  part  of  the  farm 
better  laid  out  and  ploughed  than  common  in  the  country,  fo  that  he  probably 
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imported  fome  ploughmen. — This  has  merit  in  it  • but  it  Was  all  the  merit 
of  hanifhment.  Chanteloup  would  neither  have  been  built,  nor  decorated, 
nor  furnifhed,  if  the  duke  had  not  been  exiled.  It  was  the  lame  with  the 
Duke  d’Aguipon.  Thefe  minifters  would  have  abominated  the  country,  in- 
Read  of  rearing  fuch  edifices,  or  forming  Rich  efiablifhments,  if  they  had  not 
both  been  fent  from  Verfailles.  View  the  manufacture  of  Reel  at  Amboife, 
eftablhhed  by  the  Duke  de  Choifeul.  Vineyards  the  chief  feature  of  agricul- 
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The  1 ith.  To  Blois,  an  old  town,  prettily  fituated  on  the  Loire,  with  a good 
Rone  bridge  of  eleven  arches.  We  viewed  the  caRle,  for  the  hiilorical  monu- 
ment it  affords  that  has  rendered  it  fo  famous.  They  fhew  the  room  where  the 
council  affembled,  and  the  chimney  in  it  before  which  the  Duke  of  Guile  was 
handing  when  the  king’s  page  came  to  demand  his  prefence  in  the  royal  clofet : 
the  door  he  was  entering  when  Rabbed : the  tapeftry  he  was  in  the  aft  of  turn- 
ing afide : the  tower  where  his  brother  the  cardinal  differed;  with  a hole  in  the 
floor  into  the  dungeon  of  Louis  XL  of  which  the  guide  tells  many  horrible 
Rories,  in  the  fame  tone,  from  having  told  them  fo  often,  in  which  the  fellow  in 
W eRminRer  Abbey  gives  his  monotonous  hiRory  of  the  tombs.  The  beR  cir- 
cumRance  attending  the  view  of  the  fpots,  or  the  walls  within  which  great, 
daring,  or  important  actions  have  been  performed,  is  the  impreffion  they  make 
on  the  mind,  or  rather  on  the  heart  of  the  fpedtator,  for  it  is  an  emotion  of  feel- 
ing, rather  than  an  effort  of  refection.  The  murders,  or  political  executions 
oeroetrated  in  this  caRle,  though  not  unintereRing,  were  inflicted  on,  and  caufed 
by  men  who  command  neither  our  love,  nor  our  veneration . The  character  of  the 
period,  and  of  the  men  that  figured  in  it,  were  alike  difguRing.  Bigotry  and 
ambition,  equally  dark,  infidious,  and  bloody,  allow  no  feelings  of  regret. 
Quit  the  Loire,  and  pafs  to  Chambord.  The  quantity  of  vines  is  great ; they 
have  them  very  flourifhing  on  a fat  poor  blowing  fand.  How  well  fatisfied 
would  my  friend  Le  Blanc  be  if  his  pooreR  fands  at  Cavenham  gave  him  100 
dozen  of  good  wine  per  acre  per  annum ! See  at  one  coup  2000  acres  of 
them.  View  the  royal  chateau  of  Chambord,  built  by  that  magnificent  prince 
Francis  I.  and  inhabited  by  the  late  Marechal  de  Saxe.  I had  heard  much 
g£  this  caRle,  and  it  more  than  anfwered  my  expectation.  It  gives  a great  idea 
of  the  fplendour  of  that  prince.  Comparing  the  centuries,  and  the  revenues  o i 
Louis  XIV.  and  Francis  I.  I prefer  Chambord  infinitely  to  Verfailles.  The 
apartments  are  large,  numerous,  and  well  contrived.  I admired  the  Rone 
flair- cafe  in  the  centre  of  the  liouie,  which,  being  in  a double  fpiral  line,  con- 
tains two  diRinct  ftair-cafes,  one  above  another,  by  which  means  people  are 
going  up  and  down  at  the  fame  time,  without  feeing  each  ether.  The  four 
apartments  in  the  attic,  with  arched  Rone  roofs,  were  in  no  mean  taRe.  One  oi 


K 2 


A-* 


63 


C H A M B O R D. 


there  Count  Saxe  turned  into  a neat  well  contrived  theatre.  W e were  fhewn  the 
apartment  which  that  great  foldier  occupied,  and  the  room  in  which  he  died. 
Whether  in  his  bed  or  not  is  yet  a problem  for  anecdote  hunters  to  folve.  A 
report  not  uncommon  in  France  was,  that  he  was  run  through  the  heart  in 
a duel  with  the  Prince  of  Conti,  who  came  to  Chambord  for  that  pur- 
pofe ; and  great  care  was  taken  to  conceal  it  from  the  king  (Louis  XV.),  who 
had  fuch  a friendihip  for  the  marechal,  that  he  would  certainly  have  driven  the 
prince  out  of  the  kingdom.  There  are  feveral  apartments  modernized,  either  , 
for  the  marechal  or  for  the  governors  that  have  reiided  here  fince.  In  one  there 
is  a fine  picture  of  Louis  XIV.  on  horfsback.  Near  the  caflle  are  the  barracks 
for  the  regiment  of  1500  horfe,  formed  by  Marechal  de  Saxe,  and  which  Louis 
XV.  gave  him,  by  appointing  them  to  garrifon  Chambord  while  their  colonel 
made  it  his  refidence.  He  lived  here  in  great  fplendour,  and  highly  refpe&ed 
by  his  fovereign,  and  the  whole  kingdom. — The  duration  of  the  caftle  is  bad ; 
it  is  low,  and  without  the  lead  profpect  that  is  interefting ; indeed  the  whole 
country  is  fo  flat  that  a high  ground  is  hardly  to  be  found  in  it.  From  the  battle- 
ments we ‘law  the  environs,  of  which  the  park  or  foreft  forms  three-fourths ; it 
contains  within  a wail  about  20,000  arpents,  and  abounds  with  all  forts  of  game 
to  a degree  of  profufion.  Great  tracks  cf  this  park  are  wafte  or  under  heath,  &c. 
or  at  leaf:  a very  imperfect  cultivation  : I could  not  help  thinking,  that  if  the 
King  of  France  ever  formed  the  idea  of  eflablifhing  one  compleat  and  perfect 
farm  under  the  turnip  culture  of  England,  here  is  the  place  for  it.  Let  him 
afiign  the  chateau  for  the  refidence  of  the  director  and  all  his  attendants;  and 
the  barracks,  which  are  now  applied  to  no  ufe  whatever,  for  flails  for  cattle, 
and  the  profits  of  the  wood  would  be  fufficient  to  flock  and  fupport  the  whole 
undertaking.  What  comparifon  between  the  utility  of  fuch  an  eftablifliment. 
and  that  of  a much  greater  expence  applied  here  at  prefent  for  fupporting  a 
wretched  haras  (flud),  which  has  not  a tendency  but  to  mifchief!  I may 
recommend  fuch  agricultural  eflablifhments,  but  they  never  were  made  in  any 
country,  and  never  will  be,  till  mankind  are  governed  on  principles  abfolutely 
contrary  to  thofe  which  prevail  at  prefent- — until  fomething  more  he  thought  re- 
quifitefor  a national  husbandry  than  academies  and  memoirs.— 35  miles. 

The  1 2th.  In  two  miles  from  the  park  wall  regain  the  high  road  on  the 
Loire.  In  difcourle  with  a vigneron,  we  were  informed  that  if  froze  this  morn- 
ing hard  enough  to  damage  the  vines ; and  I may  obferve,  that  for  four  or  five 
days  pafi  the  weather  has  been  conflantly  clear,  with  a bright  fun,  and  fo  cold 
a north-eafl  wind  as  to  referable  much  our  cold  clear  weather  in  England  in 
April ; we  have  all  our  great  coats  on  the  whole  day.  Dine  at  Clarey,  and  view 
fhe  monumentof  that  able  but  bloody  tyrant  Louis  XI.  in  white  marble  ; he 
is  represented  in  a kneeling  poflure,  praying  forgi venefs,  I fuppofe,  which 
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doubtlefs  was  promifed  him.  by  his  prisirs  for  his  bafeneiTes  and  hi 
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Reach  Orleans.- 

The  13th.  Here  my  companions,  wanting  to  return  as  foon  as  poffible  to 
Paris,  took  the  direct  road  thither  ; but,  having  travelled  it  before,  I pre- 
ferred that  by  Petivier  in  the  way  to  Fontainbleau.  One  motive  for  my  taking 
this  road  was  its  palling  by  Denainvilliers,  the  feat  of  the  late  celebrated 
Monf.  du  Hamel,  where  he  made  thole  experiments  in  agriculture  which 
he  has  recited  in  many  of  his  works.  At  Petivier  I was  juft  by  it  and  walked 
thither  for  the  pleafure  of  viewing  grounds  I had  read  of  fo  often,  coniidering 
them  with  a fort  of  .claffic  reverence.  His  homme  d?  affaire,  v/ho  conducted 
the  farm,  being  dead,  I could  not  get  many  particulars  to  be  depended  upon. 
Monf.  Fougeroux,  the  prefent  pofleffor,  was  not  at  home,  or  I fhould  douht- 
lefs  have  had  all  the  information  I wifhed.  I examined  the  foil,  a principal 
point  in  all  experiments,  when  conclufions  are  to  be  drawn  from  them ; 
and  I took  alfo  notes  of  the  common  hufbandry.  Learning  from  the  la- 
bourer who  attended  me  that  the  drill-ploughs,  &c.  were  yet  in  being, 
on  a loft  in  one  of  the  offices,  I viewed  them  with  pleafure,  and  found 
them,  as  well  as  I can  remember,  very  accurately  reprefented  in  the  plates 
which  their  ingenious  author  has  given.  I was  glad  to  find  them  laid  up 
in  a place  out  of  common  traffic,  where  they  may  remain  fafe  till  fome  other 
farming  traveller,  as  enthufiafHc  as  myfelf,  may  view  the  venerable  re- 
mains of  a ufeful  genius.  Plere  is  a ftove  and  bath  for  drying  wheat,  which 
he  has  defcribed  alfo.  In  an  inclofure  behind  the  houfe  is  a plantation  of 
various  curious  exotic  trees,  finely  grown,  alfo  feveral  rows  of  afh,  elm,  and 
poplar  along  the  roads,  near  the  chateau,  all  planted  by  Monf.  du  Hamel.  It 
gave  me  ftill  greater  pleafure  to  find  that  Denainvilliers  is  not  an  inconfiderable 
eftate.  The  lands  extend ve;  the  chateau  refpe&able ; with  offices,  gardens, 
&,c.  that  prove  it  the  refidence  of  a man  of  fortune ; from  which  it  appears, 
that  this  indefatigable  author,  however  he  might  have  failed  in  fome  of  his 
purfuits,  met  with  that  reward  from  his  court  which  did  it  credit  to  beffow ; 
and  that  he  -was  not,  like  others,  left  in  obfcurity  to  the  iimple  rewards  which 
ingenuity  can  confer  on  itfelf.  Four  miles  before  Mai  (herbs  a fine  plantation 
of  a row  of  trees  on  each  fide  the  road  begins,  formed  by  Monf.  de  Malfherbs, 
and  is  a ftriking  inftance  of  attention  to  the  decorating  of  an  open  country.  More 
than  two  miles  of  them  are  mulberries.  They  ]oin  his  other  noble  plantations 
at  Malfherbs,  which  contain  a great  variety  of  the  moft  curious  trees  that  have 
been  introduced  in  France. 16  miles. 

The  14th.  After  palling  three  miles  through  the  foreft  of  Fontainbleau,  ar- 
rive at  that  town,  and  view  the  royal  palace,  which  has  been  fo  repeatedly  added 
to  by  feveral  kings,  that  the  fhare  cf  Francis  I.  its  original  founder,  is  not 
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eafily  afcertained.  He  does  not  appear  to  fuch  advantage  as  at  Chambord.  This 
has  been  a favourite  with  the  Bourbons,  from  there  having  been  fo  many  Nim- 
rods  of  that  family.  Of  the  apartments  which  are  fhewn  here,  the  king’s,  the 
queen’s,  monfieur’s,  and  madame’s,  are  the  chief.  Gilding  feems  the  prevalent 
decoration:  but  in  .the  queen’s  cabinet  it  is  well  and  elegantly  employed.  The 
painting  of  that  delicious  little  room  is  exquilite  ; and  nothing  can  exceed  the 
extremity  of  ornament  that  is  here  with  tafte  bellowed.  The  tapeftries.  of 
Beauvais  and  the  Gobelins  are  feen  in  this  palace  to  great  advantage.  I liked  to 
fee  the  gallery  of  Francis  I.  prefer ved  in  its  ancient  hate,  even  to  the  andirons  in 
the  chimney,  which  are  thofe  that  ferved  that  monarch.  The  gardens  are  no- 
thing ; and  the  grand  canal,  as  it  is  called,  not  to  be  compared  with  that  at 
Chantilly.  In  the  pond  that  joins  the  palace  are  carp  as  large  and  as  tame  as 
the  Prince  of  Conde’s.  The  landlord  of  the  inn  at  Fontainbleau  thinks  that 
royal  palaces  Ihould  not  be  feen  for  nothing;  he  made  me  pay  10  liv.  for  a din- 
ner, which  would  have  coil  me  not  more  than  half  the  money  at  the  liar  and 
garter  at  Richmond.  Reach  Meulan. 34  miles. 

The  1 5th.  Crofs,  for  a confiderable  diftanee,  the  royal  oak  foreft  of  Senar.— - 
About  Montgeron,  all  open  fields,  which  produce  corn  and  partridges  to  eat  it, 
for  the  number  is  enormous.  There  is  on  an  average  a covey  of  birds  on  every 
two  acres,  befides  favourite  fpots,  where  they  abound  much  more.  At  St. 
George  the  Seine  is  a much  more  beautiful  river  than  the  Loire.  Enter  Paris 
once  more,  with  the  fame  obfervation  I made  before,  that  there  is  not  one- 
tenth  of  the  motion  on  the  roads  around  it  that  there  is  around  London,  To  the 
hotel  de  la  Rochefoucauld.— — 20  miles. 

The  1 6th.  Accompanied  the  Count  de  la  Rochefoucauld  to  Liancourt.' - 

38  miles. 

I went  thither  on  a vifit  for  three  or  four  days ; but  the  whole  family 
contributed  fo  generally  to  render  the  place  in  every  refpedt  agreeable, 
that  i Raid  more  than  three  weeks.  At  about  half  a mile  from  the  chateau 
is  a range  of  hill  that  was  chiefly  a neglected  wafie : the  Duke  of  Lian- 
court has  lately  converted  this  into  a plantation,  with  winding  walks, 
benches,  and  covered  feats,  in  the  Engliih  Ryle  of  gardening.  The  fitua- 
tion  is  very  fortunate.  Theie  ornamented  paths  follow  the  edge  of  the  de- 
clivity to  the  extent  of  three  or  four  miles.  The  views  they  command  are  every 
where  pleating,  and  in  fome  places  great.  Nearer  to  the  chateau  the  Duchefs 
of  Liancourt  has  built  a menagerie  and  dairy  in  a pleafing  tafte.  The  cabinet  and 
ante-room  are  very  pretty ; the  falcon  elegant,  and  the  dairy  entirely  conftrucled 
of  marble.  At  a village  near  Liancourt,  the  duke  has  eftablifhed  a manufac- 
ture of  linen  and  Rails  mixed  with  thread  and  cotton,  which  promifes  to  be  of 
confiderable  utility;  there  are  25  looms  employed,  and  preparations  making  for 
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more.  As  the  fpinning  for  thefe  looms  is  alio  eftabliffied,  it  gives  employment 
to  great  numbers  of  hands  who  were  idle,  for  they  have  no  fort  of  manufacture 
in  the  country  though  it  is  populous.  Such  efforts  merit  great  praife.  Con- 
nected with  this  is  the  execution  of  an  excellent  plan  of  the  duke’s  for  eftablifh- 
ing  habits  of  induftry  in  the  riling  generation.  The  daughters  of  the  poor  people 
are  received  into  an  inftitution  to  be  educated  to  ufeful  induftry  : they  are  in- 
flrudted  in  their  religion,  taught  to  write  and  read,  and  to  fpin  cotton  : are  kept  till 
marriageable,  and  then  a regulated  proportion  of  their  earnings  given,  them  as  a 
marriage  portion.  There  is  another  eftablifhment  of  which  1 am  not  fo  good  a 
judge;  it  is  for  training  the  orphans  of  foldiers  to  be  foldiers  themfelves.  The 
Duke  of  Liancourt  has  railed  fome  conftderable  buildings  for  their  accommoda- 
tion well  adapted  to  the  purpofe.  The  whole  is  under  the  fuperin  tendance  of  a 
worthy  and  intelligent  officer,  Monf.  le  Roux,  captain  of  dragoons,  and  Croix  de 
St.  Louis,  who  examines  every  thing  himfelf.  There  are  at  prefent  1 20  boys,  all 
drelfed  in  uniform. — My  ideas  have  all  taken  a turn  which  I am  too  old  to 
change : I ffiould  have  been  better  pleaded  to  fee  120  lads  educated  to  the  plough, 
in  habits  of  culture  fuperior  to  the  prefent ; but  certainly  the  eftablifhment  is 
humane,  and  the  conduct  of  it  excellent. 

The  ideas  I had  formed,  before  I came  to  France,  of  a country  reft- 
deuce  in  that  kingdom,  1 found  at  Liancourt  to  be  far  from  correct.  I 
expected  to  find  it  a mere  transfer  of  Paris  to  the  country,  and  that  all  the 
burthenfome  forms  of  a city  were  preferved,  without  its  pleafures ; but  I 
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neat  nobleman’s  houfe  in  England,  than  would  com- 


was  deceived 
to  the  habit 
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monly  be  conceived.  A breakfaft  of  tea  for  thofe  who  chofe  to  repair  to  it ; 
riding,  fporting,  planting,  gardening,  till  dinner,  and  that  not  till  half  after 
two  o’clock,  inftead  of  ttieir  old  taftiioned  hour  or  twelve ; muiic,  cneis,  and  the 
other  common  aniulements  ot  a rendezvous -room,  with  an  excellent  Horary 
of  {even  or  eight  thoufand  volumes,  were  well  calculated  to  make  the  time  pafs 
agreeably;  aaad  to  prove  tiiat  there  is  a great  approximation,  in  tne  modes  or 
living  at  orelent  in  the  different  countries  of  Europe.  Amufetnents,  in  truth, 
ought  to  be  numerous  wdthin  doors  ; for,  111  iuch  a climate,  none  are  to  be  de- 
pended on  without:  the  rain  that  has  fallen  here  is  hardly  crembie.  1 have 
f( 
by 
it 
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in  fucceffion  of  fuch  inceffantly  heavy  rain,  that  I could  not  go  an  hundred  yards 
from  the  houfe  to  the  duke’s  pavilion,  witnout  danger  Ci  quite  wet.  1 01 

ten  days  more  rain  fell  here,  I am  conndent,  had  there  been  a gauge  to  meaffire  it, 
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than  ever  fell  in  England  in  thirty.  The  prefent  fafhion  in  France,  of  palling 
feme  time  in  the  country,  is  new ; at  this  time  of  the  year,  and  for  many  weeks 
pad:,  Paris  is,  comparatively  fpeaking,  empty.  Every  body  who  has  a coun- 
try-feat is  at  it  ; and  fuch  as  have  none  vifit  others  who  have.  This  re- 
markable revolution  in  the  French  manners  is  certainly  one  of  the  beil  cuftoms 
they  have  taken  from  England ; and  its  introduction  was  effected  the  eafier,  be- 
ing afdfted  by  the  magic  of  RoulTeau’s  writings.  Mankind  are  much  indebted 
to  that  fplendid  genius,  who,  when  living,  was  hunted  from  country  to  country, 
to  feek  an  afvlum,  with  as  much  venom  as  if  he  had  been  a mad  dog ; thanks  to 
the  vile  fpirit  of  bigotry,  which  has  not  yet  received  its  death’s  wound.  Women 
of  the  firft  fafhion  in  France  are  mow  afhamed  of  not  nurfing  their  own  children; 
and  flays  are  univerfally  proferibed  from  the  bodies  of  the  poor  infants,  which 
were  for  fo  many  ages  tortured  in  them,  as  they  are  ftill  in  Spain.  The  country 
reiidence  may  not  have  effects  equally  obvious ; but  they  will  be  no  lets  fure  in 
the  end,  and  in  all  refpe&s  beneficial  to  every  clafs  in  the  hate. 

The  Duke  of  Liancourt  being  preiident  of  the  provincial  affembly  of  the 
election  of  Clermont,  and  palling  feveral  days  there  in  bufinefs,  afked  me  to 
dme  with  the  aiiembly,  as  he  faid  there  were  to  be  fome  coniiderable  farmers 
prefent.  Theie  alfemblies  were  to  me  interefting  to  fee.  I accepted  the  invi- 
tation with  pleafure.  Three  coniiderable  farmers,  renters,  not  proprietors  of 
land,  were  members,  and  prefent.  I watched  their  carriage  narrowly,  to  fee 
their  behaviour  in  the  prefence  of  a great  lord  of  the  fir  ft  rank,  coniiderable 
property,  and  high  in  royal  favour ; and  it  was  with  pleafure  thatT  found 
them  behaving  with  becoming  eafe  and  freedom,  and  though  modeft,  and  with- 
out any  thing  like  flippancy,  yet  without  any  obfequioufnefs  often  five  to  Eng- 
ideas.  They  itarted  their  opinions  freely,  and  adhered  to  them  with  be- 
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coming  confidence.  A more  lingular  IpeCtacle,  was  to  fee  two  ladies  prefent  at  a 
dinner  oi  this  fort,  with  five  or  fix  and  twenty  gentlemen;  fuch  a thing 
could  not  happen  m England.  To  fay  that  the  French  manners,  in  this 
refpect,  are  better  than  our  own,  is  the  abortion  of  an  obvious  truth.  If 
the  ladies  be  not  prefent  at  meetings  where  the  converfation  has  the  greateft 
probability  of  turning  on  fubjeCts  of  more  importance  than  the  frivolous  to- 
pics of  common  difcourfe,  tiie  fex  mlifl  either  remain  cn  the  one  hand  in  ip-- 
norance,  or,  on  the  other,  be  filled  with  the  foppery  of  education,  learned, 
affeCted,  and  forbidding.  The  conversation  of  men,  not  engaged  in  triflin 
purfuits,  is  the  belt  fchool  for  the  education  of  a woman. 

The  political  converfation  of  every  company  I have  feen  has  turned  much  more 
on  the  affairs  of  Holland  than  cn  thofe  of  France.  The  preparations  going  on 
for  a war  with  England  are  in  the  mouths  of  all  the  world;  but  the  finances 
e in  fuch  a itate  oi  derangement,  that  the  people  belt  informed  afiert 
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a war  to  be  import!  ble;  the  Marquis  of  Verac,  the  late  French  ambaiTador  at  the 
Hague,  who  was  fent  thither,  as  the  Engliih  politicians  afiert,  exprefsly  to  bring 
about  a revolution  in  the  government,  has  been  at  Liancourt  three  days.  It 
may  eafily  be  fuppofed,  that  he  is  cautious  in  what  he  fays  in  Rich  a mixed  com- 
pany ; but  it  is  plain  enough,  that  he  is  well  perfuaded  that  that  revolution, 
change,  or  leffening  the  Stadtholder’s  power;  that  plan,  in  a word,  whatever  it 
was,  for  which  he  negotiated  in  Holland,  had  for  fome  time  been  matured  and 
ready  for  execution,  almoR  without  a poffibility  of  failure,  had  the  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes  confented,  and  not  ipun  out  the  buhnefs  by  refinement  on  refinement,  to 
make  himfelf  the  more  necefiary  to  the  French  cabinet;  and  it  unites  with  the 
idea  of  fome  feniible  Dutchmen,  with  whom  I have  converted  on  the  fubjedt. 

During  my  hay  at  Liancourt,  my  friend  Lazowfki  accompanied  me  on  a little 
excurfion  of  two  days  to  Ermenonyille,  the  celebrated  feat  of  the  Marquis  de  Gi- 
rard on.  We  parted  by  Chantilly  to  Morefountain,  the  country-feat  of  Monf.  de 
Morefountain,  pre^oji  des  mere  bands  of  Paris ; the  place  has  been  mentioned  as 
decorated  in  the  Engliih  Ryle.  It  coniiRs  of  two  feenes  ; one  a garden  of  wind- 
ing walks,  and  ornamented  with  a profulion  of  temples,  benches,  grottos, 
columns,  ruins,  and  I know  not  what : I hope  the  French  who  have  not  been 
in  England  do  not  confider  this  as  the  Engliih  tafte.  It  is  in  fadt  as  remote 
from  it  as  the  moR  regular  Ryle  of  the  laR  age.  The  water  view  is  fine.  There 
is  a gaiety  and  chearfulnefs  in  it  that  contraR  well  with  the  brown  and  unplea  - 
fing  hills  that  furround  it,  and  which  partake  of  the  waRe  character  of  the  worR 
part  of  the  furrounding  country.  Much  has  been  done  here;  and  it  wants  but 
few  additions  to  be  as  perfect  as  the  ground  admits . 

Reach  Ermenonville,  through  another  part  of  the  Prince  of  Conde’s  foreR, 
which  joins  the  ornamented  grounds  of  the  Marquis  Girardon.  This  place, 
after  the  refidence  and  death  of  the  perfecuted  but  immortal  Roulfeau,  whofe 
tomb  every  one  knows  is  here,  became  fo  famous  as  to  be  reforted  to  very  gene- 
rally. It  has  been  deferibed,  and  plates  pub li (lied  of  the  chief  views ; to  enter 
into  a particular  defeription  would  therefore  be  tirefome ; I ihall  only  make  one 
or  two  obfervations,  which  I do  not  recoiled!  have  been  touched  on  by  others. 
It  coniiRs  of  three  diRindt  water  feenes ; or  of  two  lakes  and  a river.  We  were 
firR  Ihewn  that  which  is  fo  Famous  for  the  fmall  ills  of  poplars,  in  which  repofes 
all  that  was  mortal  of  that  extraordinary  ana  inimitable  writer.  This  feene  is 
as  well  imagined,  and  as  well  executed  as  could  be  wifhed.  The  water  is  be- 
tween forty  and  fifty  acres;  hills  rife  from  it  on  both  fides,  and  it  is  fefiiciently 
clofed  in  by  tall  wood  at  both  ends,  to  render  it  fequeftered.  The  remains  of 
departed  genius  Ramp  a melancholy  idea,  from  which  decoration  would  depart 
too  much,  and  accordingly  there  is  little.  We  viewed  the  feene  in  a Rill  even- 
ing. The  declining  fun  threw  a lengthened  {hade  on  the  lake,  and  filence 
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ieemed  to  repofe  on  its  unruffled  bofom;  as  fome  poet  fays,  I forget  who.  The 
worthies  to  whom  the  temple  of  philofophers  is  dedicated,  and  whofe  names 
are  marked  on  the  columns,  are  Newton,  Lucem. — Descartes,  Nil  in  rebus 
inane . — Voltaire,  Ridiculum. — Rousseau,  Naturam. — And  on  another  un- 
finifhed  column,  §£uis  hoc perficiet ? The  other  lake  is  larger-  it  nearly  fills  the 
bottom  of  the  vale,  around  which  are  fome  roi  h,  rocky,  wild,  and  barren  fand 
hills;  either  broken  or  ipread  with  heath;  in  fome  places  wooded,  and  in  others 
(battered  thinly  with  junipers.  The  character  of  the  fcene  is  that  of  wild  and 
undecorated  nature,  in  which  the  hand  of  art  was  meant  to  be  concealed  as  much 
as  was  confiffent  with  eafe  of  accefs.  The  laft  fcene  is  that  of  a river,  which 
is  made  to  wind  through  a lawn,  receding  from  the  houfe,  and  broken  by  wood  : 
the  ground  is  not  fortunate;  it  is  too  dead  a flat,  and  no  where  viewed  to  much 
advantage. 

From  Ermenonville  we  went,  the  morning  after,  to  Braffeufe,  the  feat  of 
Madame  du  Pont,  filter  of  the  Duchefs  of  Liancourt.  What  was  my  furprife 
at  finding  this  Yifcountefs  a great  farmer  ! A French  lady,  young  enough  to 
enjoy  all  the  pleafures  of  Paris,  living  in  the  country,  and  .minding  her  farm, 
was  an  unlocked  for  fpeCtacle.  She  has  probably  more  lucerne  than  any  other 
perfon  in  Europe — 250  arpents.  She  gave  me,  in  a moll  unaffected  and  agree- 
able manner,  intelligence  about  her  lucerne  and  dairy ; but  of  that  more  elfewhere. 
^Returned  to  Liancourt  by  Pont,  where  there  is  a handfomehridge,  of  three  arches, 
the  conffruCtion  uncommon,  each  pier  confiffing  of  four  pillars,  with  a towing- 
path  under  one  of  the  arches  Tor  the  barge-horfes,  the  river  being  navigable. 

Amongff:  the  morning  amuiements  I partook  at  Liancourt  was  ,/a  chajff'e . In 
deer  fhooting,  the  fportfirren  place  themfelves  at  diftances  around  a wood,  then 
beat  it,  and  feldom  more  than  one  in  a company  gets  a Ihot;  it  is  more  tedious 
rthan  is  eaiily  conceived  : like  angling,  incefiant  expectation,  and  perpetual  difap^ 
pointment.  Partridge  and  hare  {hooting  are  almoft  as  different  from  that  of  Eng- 
land. We  took  this  diverfion  in  the  fine  vale  of  Catnoir,  five  or  fix  miles  from 
Liancourt;  arranging  ourfelves  in  a file  at  about  thirty  yards  from  perfbn  to  per- 
Ton,  and  each  with  affervant  and  a loaded  gun,  ready  to  prefent  when  his  matter 
fires : thus  we  marched  acrofs  and  acrofs  the  vale,  treading  up  the  game.  Four 
or  five  brace  of  hares,,  and  twenty  brace  of  partridges  were  the  Xp oils  of  the  day., 
I like  this  mode  of  fhooting  but  little  better  than  waiting  for  deer.  The  heft 
circumftance  to  me  of  exercife  in  company  (it  was  not  fo  once)  is  the  feffivity  of 
the  dinner  at  the  clofe  of  the  day.  To  enjoy  this,  it  muff:  not  be  pufhed  to  great 
fatigue.  Good  lpirits,  after  violent  exercife,  are  always  the  affectation  of  .filly 
young  folks  ( I remember  being  that  fort  of  fool  myfelf  when  I was  young),  but 
with,  fome  thing  more  than  moderate,  the  exhilaration  of  body  is  in  unifon  writh 
cthe.fiow  of  .temper,  and  agreeable  company,  is  then  delicious.  On  fuch  days  as 

thefe 


LIANCOUR  T. FAR  I S,  75 

thefe  we  were  too  late  for  the  regular  dinner,  and  had  one  by  ourfelves,  with  no 
other  dreffing  than  the  refreshment  of  clean  linen ; and  thefe  were  not  the  repafls 
when  the  duchefs’s  champaigne  had  the  word:  flavour.  A man  is  a poor  crea- 
ture who  does  not  drink  a little  too  much  on  fuch  occafions  : mais  prenez-y~ 
garde:  repeat  it  often ; and  you  may  make  it  a mere  drinking  party,  the  luitre 
of  the  pleafare  fades,  and  you  become  what  was  an  Englifh  fox-hunter.  One 
day  while  we  were  thus  dining  a V Anglois,  and  drinking  the  plough,  the  chace, 
and  I know  not  what,  the  Duchefs  of  Liancourt  and  fome  of  her  ladies  came 
in  fport  to  fee  us.  It  was  a moment  for  them  to  have  betrayed  ill-nature  in 
the  contempt  of  manners  not  French,  which  they  might  have  endeavoured  to 
conceal  under  a laugh : — but  nothing  of  this  ; it  was  a good  humoured  curiofity 
a natural  inclination  to  fee  ethers  pleafed  and  in  fpirits.  I/s  out  ete  de  grands 
ehaffeurs  aujourd ’ hui,  faid  one.  Oh!  Us  s’ applaudijjent  de  leurs  exploits . Do 
they  drink  the  gun  ? laid  another.  Leurs  maitrejjes  certainementy  added  a third. 
J'aime  d les  voir  e?i  gaiete ; il  y a quelque  ckofe  dd  aimable  dans  tout  ceci.  To 
note  fuch  trifles  may  feem  fuperfluous  to  many : but  what  is  life  when  trifles  are 
withdrawn?  They  mark  the  temper  of  a nation  better  than  objects  of  impor- 
tance. In  the  moments  of  council,  victory,  flight,  or  death,  mankind,  I fup- 
pofe,  are  nearly  the  fame.  Trifles  diferiminate  better,  and  the  number  is  infi- 
nite that  gives  me  an  opinion  of  the  good  temper  of  the  French.  I am  fond 
neither  of  a man  nor  a recital  that  can  appear  only  on  ftilts,  and  drefled  in  holiday 
geers.  It  is  every-day  feelings  that  decide  the  colour  of  our  lives  ; and  he  who 
values  them  the  moll  plays  the  belt  for  the  flake  of  happinefs.  But  it  is  time 
to  quit  Liancourt,  which  I do  with  regret.  Take  leave  of  the  good  old  Du- 
chefs d’Efliffac,  whofe  hofpitality  and  kindnefs  ought  ever  to  be  remembered. 
—51  miles. 

The  9th,  10th,  and  nth.  Return  by  Beauvais  and  Pontoife,  and  enter  Paris 
for  the  fourth  time,  confirmed  in  the  idea  that  the  roads  immediately  leading 
to  that  capital  are  defects,  comparatively  fpeaking,  with  thofe  of  London.  By 
what  means  can  the  connection  be  carried  on  with  the  country  ? The  French 
mull  be  the  moft  itationary  people  upon  earth,  when  in  a place  they  muff  reft 
without  a thought  of  going  to  another;  or  the  Englifh  mufr  be  the  moil  rel- 
iefs ; and  find  more  plea!  ire  in  moving  from  one  place  to  another,  tha  in  retir- 
ing to  enjoy  life  in  either.  If  the  French  nobility  went  only  to  dieir  country 

feats  when  exiled  thither  by  the  court,  the  roads  could  not  be  mow  folitary. * 

25  miles. 

The  1 2th.  My  intention  was  to  take  lodgings ; but  on  arriving  at  the  hotel 
de  la  Rochefoucauld,  I found  that  my  hofpitable  duchefs  was  the  fame  perfbn 
at  the  capital  as  in  the  country;  (he  had  ordered  an  apartment  to  be  ready  for 
me.  It  grows  fo  late  in  the  feafon,  that  I hall  make  no  other  flay  here  th'n 
what  will  be  neceffary  for  viewing  public  buildings.  This  will  unite  well 
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enough  with  delivering  fome  letters  I brought  to  a few  men  of  feience  ; and  it  will 
leave  me  the  evenings  for  the  theatres,  of  which  there  are  many  in  Paris.  In 
throwing  on  paper  a rapid  coup  d'ceii , of  what  I fee  of  a city,  fo  well  known  in 
England,  I fball  be  apt  to  delineate  my  own  ideas  and  feelings,  perhaps  more 
than  the  objedls  themfelves;  and  be  it  remembered,  that  I profefs  to  dedicate  this 
carelefs  itinerary  to  trifles,  much  more  than  to  objects  that  areof  real  confequence. 
From  the  tower  of  the  cathedral,  the  view  of  Paris  is  complete.  It  is  a vafl: 
city,  even  to  the  eye  that  has  feen  London  from  St.  Paul’s ; a circular  form 
gives  an  advantage  to  Paris ; but  a much  greater  is  the  atmofphere.  It  is  now 
fo  clear,  that  one  would  fuppofe  it  the  height  of  fummer : the  clouds  of  coal- 
fmoke,  that  envelope  London,  always  prevent  a difiindt  view  of  that  capital,  but 
I take  it  to  be  one-third  at  leaf!  larger  than  Paris.  The  buildings  of  the  parlia- 
ment-houfe  are  disfigured  by  a gilt  and  taudry  gate,  and  a French  roof.  The 
hotel  des  Monoies  is  a fine  building;  and  the  facade  of  the  Louvre  one  of  the 
moft  elegant  in  the  world,  becaufe  they  have  (to  the  eye)  no  roofs ; in 
proportion  as  a roof  is  feen,  a building  fuffers.  I do  not  recollect  one  edifice, 
of  diftinguiihed  beauty  (unlefs  with  domes)  in  which  the  roof  is  not  fo  flat  as 
to  be  hidden,  or  nearly  fo.  What  eyes  then  muft  the  French  architects  have 
had,  to  have  loaded  fo  many  buildings  with  coverings  of  a height  deftruCtive  of 
all  beauty?  Put  fuch  a roof  as  we  fee  on  the  parliament-houfe  or  on  the  Thuil- 
leries,  upon  the  fapade  of  the  Louyre,  and  where  would  its  beauty  be? — At 
night  to  the  opera,  which  I thought  a good  theatre,  till  they  told  me  it  was 
built  in  fix  weeks;  and  then  it  became  good  for  nothing  in  my  eyes,  for  I fup- 
pofe it  will  be  tumbling  down  in  fix  years.  Durability  is  one  of  the  eflentials 
of  building : what  pleafure  would  a beautiful  front  of  painted  pafteboard  give  ? 
The  Alcelle  of  Gluck  was  performed;  that  part  by  Mademoifelle  St.  Hubert!, 
their  fir  ft  finger,  an  excellent  act  refs.  As  to  fcene-s,  dreffes,  decorations,  dancing, 
&c.  this  theatre  is  much  fuperior  to  that  in  the  Hay  market. 

The  1.3th.  Acrofs  Paris  to  the  rue.  des  blancs  Manteaux,  to  Monf.  Brouf- 
fonet,  fecretary  of  the  Society  of  Agriculture;  he  is  in  Burgundy.  Called  on 
Mr.  Cook  from  London,  who  is  at  Paris  with  his  drill-plough,  waiting  for  wea- 
ther to  fhew  its  performance  to  the  Duke  of  Orleans : this  is  a French  idea,  im- 
proving Francs  by  drilling.  A man  ihould  learn  to  walk  before  he  learns  to 
dance.  There  is  agility  in  cutting  capers,  and  it  may  be  done  with  grace;  but 
W'here  is  the  necefli ty  to  cut  them  at  all?  There  has  been  much  rain  to-day; 
and  it  is  almoft  incredible  to  a perfon  ufed  to  London,  how  dirty  the  ftreets  of 
Paris  are,  and  how  horribly  inconvenient  and  dangerous  walking  is  without  a 
foot -pavement..  We  had  a large  party  at  dinner,  with  politicians  among 
them,  and  fome,  interefi:ing  converfation  on  the  prefent  irate  of  France.  The 
feeling  of  every  body  feems  to  be  that  the  archbifhop  will  not  be  able  to  do  any 
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filing  towards  exonerating  the  Rate  from  the  burthen  of  its  prefen t . lation  y 
fome  think  that  he  has  not  the  inclination  ; others  that  he  has  not  the  courage  • 
others  that  he  has  not  the  ability.  By  fome  he  is  thought  to  be  attentive  only 
to  his  o .vn  intereft ; and  by  others,  that  the  finances  are  too  much  deranged  lo 
be  within  the  power  of  any  lyRem  to  recover,  Ihort  of  the  Rates -general  of  the 
kingdom  ; and  that  it  is  impoiflble  for  fuch  an  affembly  to  meet  without  a revo- 
lution in  the  government  enfiiing.  All  feem  to  think  that  fomething  extraor- 
dinary will  happen  ; and  a bankruptcy  is  an  idea  not  at  all  uncommon.  But  who 
is  there  that  will  have  the  courage  to  make  it  ? 

The  14th.  To  the  benedictine  abbey  of  St.  Germain,  to  fee  pillars  of  African 
marble,  &c.  It  is  the  richeR  abbey  in  France  : the  abbot  has  300,000  liv..  a 
year  ( 1 3, 1 25I.)  I ole  my  patience  at  feeing  fuch  revenues  thus  beRowed  ; con- 
fiftent  with  the  fpirit  of  the  tenth  century,  but  not  with  that  of  the  eighteenth. 
What  a noble  farm  would  a fourth  of  this  income  eRabiiih  ! what  turnips,, 
what  cabbages,  what  potatoes,  what  clover,  what  Rieep,  what  wool  l — Are  not 
thefe  things  better  than  a fat  ecclefiaRic  ? If  an  active  Englilh  farmer  were 
mounted  behind  this  abbot,  I think  he  would  do  more  good  to  France  with  half 
the  income  than  half  the  abbots  of  the  kingdom  with  the  whole  of  theirs.  Pafs 
the  BaRiie ; another  pleafant  object  to  make  agreeable  emotions  vibrate  in  a. 
man’s  bofom.  I fearch  for  good  farmers,  and  run  my  head  at  every  turn  againft 
monks  and  Rate  prifons. — To  the  arfenal,  to  wait  on  Monf.  Lavoifier,  the 
celebrated  chemiR,  whofe  theory  of  the  non-exiRence  of  phlogiRon  has  made 
as  much  noife  in  the  chemical  world  as  that  of  Stahl,  which  eRablithed  its 
exiRence.  Dr.  PrieRley  had  given  me  a letter  of  introduction.  I men- 
tioned in  the  courfe  of  converfation  his  laboratory,  and  he  appointed  Tuefday. 
By  the  Boulevards,  to  the  Place  Louis  XV.  which  is  not  properly  a fquare,  but 
a very  noble  entrance  to  a great  city.  The  facades  of  the  two  buildings  erected 
are  highly  finiRied.,  The  union  of  the  Place  Louis  XV.  with  the  champs 
Elifees,  the  gardens  of  the  Thuilleries  and  the  Seine  is  open,  airy,  elegant, 
and  fuperb ; and  is  the  moR  agreeable  and  beR  built  part  of  Paris ; here 
one  can  be  clean  and  breathe  freely.  But  by  far  the  fineR  thing  I have  yet  leen. 
at  Paris  is  the  Halle  aux  bleds , or  corn  market : it  is  a vaR  rotunda ; the  roof 
entirely  of  wood,  upon  a new  principle  of  carpentry,  to  defcribe  which  would 
demand  plates  and  long  explanations ; the  gallery  is  1 ro  yards  round,  confe- 
quently  the  diameter  is  as  many  feet : it  is  as  light  as  if  fufpended  by  the  fairies. 
In  the  grand  area,  wheat,  peafe,  beans,  lentils,  are  Rored  and  fold.  In  the  fur- 
rounding divdiions,  flour  on  wooden  Rands.,  You  pais  by  Rair-cafes  doubly 
winding  within  each  other  to  fpacicus  apartments  for  rye,,  barley,  oats,  &c. 
The  whole  is  fo  well  planned,  and  lb  admirably  executed,  that  I know  of  no 
public  building  that  exceeds  it  either  m France  or  England.  And  if  an.  appro- 
priation. 
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priation  of  the  parts  to  the  conveniencies  wanted,  and  an  adaptation  of  every  cir=* 
cumftance  to  the  end  required,  in  union  with  that  elegance  which  is  confident 
with  ufe,  and  that  magnificence  which  refults  from  liability  and  duration,  be 
the  criteria  of  public  edifices,  I know  nothing  that  equals  it : — it  has  but  one 
fault,  and  that  is  fituation  ; it  fhouid  have  been  upon  the  banks  of  the  river,  for 
the  convenience  of  unloading  barges  without  land  carriage.  In  the  evening,  to 
the  Comedie  Italienne ; the  edifice  fine  and  the  whole  quarter  regular  and  new, 
built,  a private  fpeculation  of  the  duke  de*  Choifeul,  whofe  family  has  a box 
entailed  for  ever. — L/Aimant  jaloux.  Here  is  a young  finger,  Mademoifelle 
Renard,  with  fo  fweet  a voice,  that  if  fhe  fung  Italian,  and  had  been  taught 
in  Italy,  would  have  made  a delicious  performer 

To  the  tomb  of  Cardinal  de  Richlieu,  which  is  a noble  production  of  genius  : 
by  far  the  finelt  llatue  I have  feen.  Nothing  can  be  imagined  more  eafy  and 
graceful  than  the  attitude  of  the  cardinal,  nor  can  nature  be  more  expreffive 
than  the  figure  of  weeping  fcience.  Dine  with  my  friend  at  the  Palais  Royal 
at  a coffee-home ; well  dreffed  people ; every  thing  clean,  good,  and  well 
ferved  : but  here,  as  every  where  elfe,  you  pay  a good  price  for  good  things  ; we 
ought  never  to  forget  that  a low  price  for  bad  things  is  not  cheapnefs.  In  the 
evening  to  IFcole  des  Peres , at  the  Comedie  Frangaife , a crying  larmoyant  thing. 
This  theatre,  the  principal  one  at  Paris,  is  a fine  building,  with  a magnificent 
portico.  After  the  circular  theatres  of  France,  how  can  any  one  relifh  our  ill- 
contrived  oblong  holes  of  London  ? 

The  1 6th.  To  Monf.  Lavoifier,  by  appointment.  Madame  Lavcifier,  a 
lively,  fenfible,  fcientific  lady,  had  prepared  a dejeune  Anglois  of  tea  and  coffee; 
but  her  converfation  on  Mr.  Kirwan’s  Efiay  on  Phlogiffon,  which  fhe  is  tranilat- 
ing  from  the  Engldh,  and  on  other  fubjedis,  which  a woman  of  underffanding, 
who  works  with  her  hufoand  in  his  laboratory,  knows  how  to  adorn,  'was  the 
heft  repaft.  That  apartment,  the  operations  of  which  have  been  rendered  fo  in- 
terefting  to  the  philofophical  world,  I had  pleafure  in  viewing.  In  the  apparatus 
for  aerial  experiments,  nothing  makes  fo  great  a figure  as  the  machine  for  burning 
inflammable  and  vital  air,  to  make,  or  depofit  water  ; it  is  a fplendid  machine. 
Three  veffels  are  held  in  fufpenfion  with  indexes  for  marking  the  immediate 
variations  of  their  weights  ; two,  that ‘are  as  large  as  half  hogfheads,  contain  the 
one  inflammable,  the  other  the  vital  air,  and  a tube  of  communication  pafles  to 
the  third,  where  the  t o airs  unite  and  burn ; by  contrivances,  too  complex  to 
defcribe  without  Hates,  the  lofs  of  weight  of  the  two  airs,  as  indicated  by  their 
refpective  balances,  equal  at  every  mere-  at  to  the  gain  in  the  third  veilel  from  the 
formation  or  depofition  of  the  v it  not  being  yet  afeertained  whether  the 
w7ater  be  actually  made  or  depof  red.  If  accurate  (of  which  I muff  confefs  I have 
little  conception),  it  is  a noble  machine.  Monf.  Lavoifier,  when  the  ffrudture 
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of  it  was  commended,  faid,  Mats  oui  monjieur , & mane  par  un  artijle  Fran  pis  / 
with  an  accent  of  voice  that  admitted  their  general  inferiority  to  ours.  It  is  well 
known  that  we  have  a coniiderable  exportation  of  mathematical  and  other  curious 
inftruments  to  every  part  of  Europe,  and  to  France  amo&gfl  the  red.  Nor  is 
this  new,  for  the  apparatus  with  which  the  French  academicians  meafured  a 
degree  in  the  polar  circle  was  made  by  Mr.  George  Graham  Another  engine 
Monf.  Lavoiiier  die  wed  us  was  an  eleCtrical  apparatus  inclofed  in  a balloon,  for 
trying  electrical  experiments  in  any  fort  of  air.  His  pond  of  quickfilver  is  conii- 
derable, containing  2501b.  and  his  water  apparatus  very  great,  but  his  furnaces 
did  not  feem  lo  well  calculated  for  the  higher  degrees  of  heat  as  fome  others  f 
have  feen.  I was  glad  to  find  this  gentleman  fplendidly  lodged,  and  with  every 
.appearance  of  a man  of  coniiderable  fortune.  This  ever  gives  one  pleafure : the 
employments  of  a State  can  never  be  in  better  hands  than  of  men  who  thus  apply 
the  fuperfluity  of  their  wealth.  From  the  ufe  that  is  generally  made  of  money* 
.-one  would  think  it  the  abidance  of  all  others  of  the  lead  confequence  in  effect- 
ing any  buiinefs  truly  ufeful  to  mankind,  many -of  the  great  difcoyeries  that 
have  enlarged  the  horizon  of  fcience  having  been  in  this  refpeCt  the  refult  0# 
means  feemingly  inadequate  to. the  end  : the  energic  exertions  of  ardent -minds, 
hurding  from  obfcurity,  and  breaking  the  bands  inflicted  by  poverty,  per- 
haps by  didrefs.  To  the  hotel  des  invalids,  the  major  of  which . eftabli  jfhment 
had  the  goodnefs  to  fhew  the  whole  of  it.  In  the  evening  to  Monf.  Lo- 
mond,  a very  ingenious  and  inventive  mechanic,  who  has  made  an  improve- 
ment of  the  jenny  for  fpinning  cotton.  Common  machines  are  faid  to  make 
too  hard  a thread  for  certain  Fabrics,  but  this  forms  it  loofe  and  fpongy.  In 
-electricity  he  has  made  a remarkable  dilcovery : you  write  two  or  three  words, 
on  a paper ; he  takes.it  vyith  him  into  a room,  and  turns  a machine  inclofed  in 
a cylindrical  cafe,  at  the  top  of  which  is  an  electrometer,  a fmall  fine  pith  ball  j 
a wire  connects  with  a fimilar  cylinder  and  electrometer  in  a aidant  apartment  5 
and  his  wife,  by  remarking  .the  correipondmg  motions  of  the  ball,  writes  down 
-the  words  they  indicate  : from  which  it  appears  that  he  has  formed  an  alphabet 
of  motions.  As  the  length  of  the  wire  makes  no  difference  in  the  effect,  a cor- 
yefpondence  might  be  carried  on  at  any  didance  : within  and  without  a bedeged 
• town,  for  indance  ; or  for  a purpofe  much  more  worthy,  and  a thoufand  times 
more  harmiefs,  between  two  lovers  prohibited  or  prevented  from  any  better 
connection.  Whatever, the  ufe  may  be,  the  invention  is  beautiful.  Mond 
Lomond  has  many  other  curious  machines,  all  the  entire  work  of -his  own 
hands  : mechanical  invention  feems  to  be  in  him  a natural  propenfity.  In  the 
evening  to  the  Comedie  Frdncaife.  Mola  did  the  Bourru  Mienfaifant,  and  it  is 
mot  eafy  for  acting  to 'be  carried  tc  greater  perfection. 

T he  1 7th.  To  Monf  T Abbe  Metlior,  adronomer  royal,  -and  of  the  Academy 
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of  Sciences,  View  the  exhibition,  at  the  Louvre,  of  the  Academy’s  paintings. 
For  one  hiRory  piece  in  our  exhibitions  at  London  here  are  ten;  abundantly 
more  than  to  balance  the  difference  between  an  annual  and  biennial  exhi- 
bition. Dined  to-day  with  a party,  whofe  converfation  was  entirely  po- 
litical. Monf.  de  Calonne’s  Requite  au  Roi  is  come  over,  and  all  the  world  are 
reading  and  difputing  on  it.  It  feems,  however,  generally  agreed  that,  without 
exonerating  himfelf  from  the  charge  of  the  agiotage,  he  has  thrown  no  inconfi- 
derable  load  on  the  ihoulders  of  the  archbifhop  of  Toulouze,  the  prefent  premier, 
who  will  be  puzzled  to  get  rid  of  the  attack.  But  both  thefe  miniRers  were 
condemned  on  all  hands  in  the  lump ; as  being  abfolutely  unequal  to  the  diffi- 
culties of  fo  arduous  a period.  One  opinion  pervaded  the  wdiole  company,  that 
they  are  on  the  eve  of  fome  great  revolution  in  the  government : that  every 
thing  points  to  it : the  confufion  in  the  finances  great ; with  a deficit  impoffible 
to  provide  for  without  the  Rates -general  of  the  kingdom,  yet  no  ideas  formed  of 
what  would  be  the  ccnfequence  of  their  meeting  : no  minifler  exifHng,  or  to 
be  looked  to  in  or  out  of  power,  with  fuch  decifive  talents  as  to  promife  any 
other  remedy  than  palliative  ones  : a prince  on  the  throne,  with  excellent  dif- 
pofitions,  but  without  the  refources  of  a mind  that  could  govern  in  fuch  a mo- 
ment without  minifbers  : a court  buried  in  pleafure  and  difiipation ; and  add- 
ing to  the  difbrefs,  inflead  of  endeavouring  to  be  placed  in  a more  independent 
iituation  : a great  ferment  among  if  all  ranks  of  men,  who  are  eager  for  fome 
change,  without  knowing  what  to  look  to,  or  to  hope  for  : and  a ftrong  leaven 
of  liberty,  increafing  every  hour  iince  the  American  revolution  ; altogether  form 
a combination  of  circumlbances  that  promife  ere  long  to  ferment  into  motion, 
if  fome  mafler  hand,  of  very  fuperior  talents,  and  inflexible  courage,  be  not  found 
at  the  helm  to  guide  events,  inflead  of  being  driven  by  them.  It  is  very  remark- 
able, that  fuch  converfation  never  occurs,  but  a bankruptcy  is  a topic : the 
curious  queflion  on  which  is,  would  a bankruptcy  occafion  a civil  war , and  a 
total  overthrow  ofi  the  government  f The  anfwers  that  I have  received  to  this 
queflion  appear  to  bejufl : fuch  a meafiire,  conducted  by  a man  of  abilities,  vi- 
gour, and  frmnefs,  would  certainly  not  occafion  either  one  or  the  other.  But 
the  fame  meafure,  attempted  by  a man  of  a different  character,  might  pcffibly 
do  both.  All  agree,  that  the  Rates  of  the  kingdom  cannot  aflemble  without 
more  liberty  being  the  confequence;  but  I meet  with  fo  few  men  who  have  any 
juR  ideas  of  freedom,  that  I queflion  much  the  fpecies  of  this  new  liberty  that 
is  to  arife.  They  know  not  how  to  value  the  privileges  of  the  people  : as 
to  the  nobility  and  the  clergy,  if  a revolution  added  any  thing  to  their  fcale,  I 
think  it  would  do  more  mifchief  than  good 

* Intranfc  ibing  thefe  papers  for  the  prefs,  Ifmile  at  fome  remarks  and  circumftances  which  events 
have  iince  placed  in  a flnguiar  pofition  ; but  I alter  none  of  thefe  paiTages  ; they  explain  what  were 
the  opinions  in  France,  before  the  revolution,  on  topics  of  importance;  and  the  events  which  have 
fmce  taken  Diace  render  them  the  more  interefting.  June,  1790. 
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The  1 8th.  To  the  Gobelins,  which  is  undoubtedly  the  firft  manufacture  of 
tapeftry  in  the  world,  and  fuch  an  one  as  could  be  fupported  by  a crowned 
head  only.  In  the  evening  to  that  incomparable  comedy  La  Metromanie , of 
Pyron,  and  well  adted.  The  more  I fee  of  it,  the  more  I like  the  French 
theatre ; and  have  no  doubt  in  preferring  it  far  to  our  own.  Writers,  adtors, 
buildings,  fcenes,  decorations,  mufic,  dancing,  take  the  v/hole  in  a mafs,  and 
it  is  unrivalled  by  London.  We  have  certainly  a few  brilliants  of  the  firft  wa- 
ter 5 but  throw  all  in  the  fcales,  and  that  of  England  kicks  the  beam.  I write 
this  paffage  with  a lighter  heart  than  I fhould  do  were  it  giving  the  palm  to  the 
French  plough. 

The  19th.  To  Charenton,  near  Paris,  to  fee  I'Ecole  Veierinaire,  and  the 
farm  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Agriculture.  Monf.  Chabert,  the  diredteur-gene- 
ral,  received  us  with  the  moil  attentive  politenefs.  Monf.  Flandrein,  his  affift- 
ant,  and  fon-in-law,  I had  had  the  pleafiire  of  knowing  in  Suffolk.  They  fhewed 
the  whole  veterinary  eflablifhment,  and  it  does  honour  to  the  government  of 
France.  It  was  formed  in  1766  : in  1783  a farm  wras  annexed  to  it,  and  four 
other  profefibrfliips  eftablifhed ; two  for  rural  (Economy,  one  for  anatomy,  and 
another  for  chemiftry. — I was  informed  that  Monf.  d’Aubenton,  who  is  at  the 
head  of  this  farm  with  a falary  of  6000  liv.  a year,  reads  ledtures  of  rural  (Econo- 
my, particularly  on  fheep,  and  that  a flock  was  for  that  purpofe  kept  in  exhibi- 
tion. There  is  a fpacious  and  convenient  apartment  for  dhTedting  horfes  and 
other  animals ; a large  cabinet,  where  the  molt  interefting  parts  of  all  do- 
meflic  animals  are  preferved  in  fpirits  : and  alfo  of  fuch  parts  of  the  bodies 
that  mark  the  vifible  effedt  of  difiempers.  This  is  very  rich.  This,  with  a 
fimilar  one  near  Lyons,  is  kept  up  (exclufive  of  the  addition  of  1783),  at  the 
moderate  expence,  as  appears  by  the  writings  of  M.  Necker,  of  about  60, oca 
liv.  (2600I.)  Whence,  as  in  many  other  inftances,  it  appears  that  the  mofl  ufe- 
ful  things  cof:  the  lead.  There  are  at  prefent  about  one  hundred  eleves  from 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  as  vrell  as  from  every  country  in  Europe,  except 
England  • a ft  range  exception,  confidering  how  grofsly  ignorant  our  farriers  are ; 
and  that  the  whole  expence  of  fupporting  a young  man  here  does  not  exceed 
forty  louis  a year  $ nor  more  than  four  years  neceffary  for  his  complete  in- 
ftrudtion.  As  to  the  farm,  it  is  under  the  condudt  of  a great  naturaliff,  high 
in  royal  academies  of  fcience,  and  whofe  name  is  celebrated  through  Europe 
for  merit  in  fuperior  branches  of  knowdedge.  It  would  argue  in  me  a want  of 
judgment  in  human  nature,  to  expect  good  pradiice  from  fuch  men.  They 
would  probably  think  it  beneath  their  purfuits  and  fituation  in  life  to  be  good 
ploughmen,  turnip-hoers,  and  fhepherds  I fhould  therefore  betray  my  own 
ignorance  of  life,  if  I v/ere  to  exprefs  any  furprize  at  finding  this  farm  in  a fitua- 
tion  that — I had  rather  forget  than  deferibe.  In  the  evening,  to  a field  much 
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more  fiiccefsfully  cultivated,  Mademoifelie  St.  Hubert!,  in  the  Penelope  of 
Picini. 

The  20th.  To  the  Ecole  Milk  air  e , eftahlifhed  by  Louis  XV.  for  the  educa- 
tion of  140  youths,  the  fons  of  the  nobility;  fuch  eftablifhments  are  equally 
ridiculous  and  unjuft.  To  educate  the  fon  of  a man  who  cannot  afford  the  edu- 
cation himfelf,  is  a grofs  injuftice,  if  you  do  not  fecure  a fituation  in  life  anfwer- 
able  to  that  education.  If  you  do  fecure  fuch  a ntuation,  you  deftroy  the  refult 
of  the  education,  becaufe  nothing  but  merit  ought  to  give  that  fecurity.  If  you 
educate  the  children  of  men,  who  are  well  able  to  give  the  education  themfelves, 
you  tax  the  people  who  cannot  afford  to  educate  their  children,  in  order  to  eafe 
thofe  who  can  well  afford  the  burthen  ; and,  in  fuch  inftitutions,  this  is  fire 
to  be  the  cafe.  At  night  to  F Ambigu  Comique , a pretty  little  theatre,  with 
plenty  of  rubbifh  on  it.  Coffee-houfes  on  the  boulevards,  mufic,  noife,  and 
Jilles  without  end;  every  thing  but  fcavengers  and  lamps.  The  mud  is  a foot 
deep ; and  there  are  parts  of  the  boulevards  without  a fmgle  light. 

The  2 1 ft.  Monf.  de  Brouffonet  being  returned  from  Burgundy,  I had  the 
pl'eafure  of  palling  a couple  of  hours  at  his  lodgings  very  agreeably,  lie  is  a 
man  of  uncommon  activity,  and  poffefled  of  a great  variety  of  ufeful  knowledge 
in  every  branch  of  natural  hiftory ; and  he  fpeaks  Englifh  perfectly  well.  It  is 
very  rare  that  a gentleman  is  feen  better  qualified  for  a poft  than  Monf.  de. 
Brouffonet  for  that  which  he  occupies,  of  fecretary  to  a Royal  Society. 

The  2 2d.  To  the  bridge  of  Neuile,  faid  to  be  the  fineft  in  France.  It  is  by  far 
the  moft  beautiful  one  I have  any  where  feen.  It  confifts  of  five  vaft  arches ; flat, 
from  the  Florentine  model;  and  all  of  equal  fpan ; a mode  of  building  incompa- 
rably more  elegant,  and  more  ftriking  than  our  fyftem  of  different  fized  arches. 
T o the  machine  at  Marly ; which  ceafes  to  make  the  leaft  impreffion.  Madame 
d'u  Barrels  refidence,  Lufienne,  is  on  the  hill  juft  above  this  machine ; fhe  has 
built  a pavilion  on  the  brow  of  the  declivity,  for  commanding  the  profpedt,  fitted 
up  and  decorated  with  much  elegance.  There  is  a table  formed  of  Seve  porce— 
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lain,  exquintely  done.  I forget  how  many  thoufand  louis  dors  it  coft.  The 
French,  to  whom  I fpoke  of  Lufienne,  exclaimed  againft  miftreiies  and  extra- 
vagance, with  more  violence  than  reafon  in  my  opinion.'  Who,  in  common 
fenfe,  would  deny  a king  the  amufementof  a miftrefs,  provided  he  did  not  make 
a bufinefs  of  his  play- thing  ? Mais  Frederic  le  Grand  avoit-iiune  maitrejfe , lui 
fafoit-il  baiir  des  ■pavilions , et  les  meubloit-U  de  tables  de  porcelains  I No  : but  he 
had  that  which  was  fifty  times  worfe : a king  had  better  make  love  to  a hand- 
fome  woman  than  to  one  of  his  neighbour’s  provinces.  The  king  of  Pruftia’s 
miftrefs  coft  an  hundred  millions  fteriing,  and  the  lives  of  500,000  men;  and 
before  the  reign  of  that  miftrefs  is  over,  may  yet  coft  as  much  more.  The 
greateft  genius  ana  ta  rents  are  lighter  than  a feather,  weighed  philolophically, 
if  rapine,  war,  and  conqueft  be  the  effects  of  them. 
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To  St.  Germain’s,  the  terrace  of  which  is  very  fine.  Monf.  de  Broufionet 
met  me  here,  and  we  dined  with  Monf.  Breton,  at  the  Marechal  due  de  Noailles, 
who  has  a good  collection  of  curious  plants.  Here  is  the  fineR  fophora japo- 


nic a I have  feen.- 


10  miles. 


The  23d.  To  Trianon,  to  view  the  Queen’s  Javelin  Anglais . I had  a letter  to 
Monf.  Richard,  which  procured  admittance.  It  contains  about  ico  acres,  difi- 
pofed  in  the  taile  of  what  we  read  of  in  books  of  Chinefe  gardening,  whence 
it  is  fuppofed  the  Englifh  Ryle  was  taken.  There  is  more  of  Sir  William 
Chambers  here  than  of  Mr.  Brown — more  effort  than  nature— and  more  expence 
than  tafle.  It  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  any  thing  that  art  can  introduce  in  a gar~ 
den  that  is  not  here;  woods,  rocks,  lawns,  lakes,  rivers,  klands,  cafeades, 
grottos,  w'alks,  temples,  and  even  villages.  There  are  parts  of  the  defign  very 
pretty,  and  well  executed.  The  only  fault  is  too  much  crouding  ; which  has 
led  to  another,  that  of  cutting  the  lawn  by  too  many  gravel  walks,  an  error  to 
be  feen  in  almoft  every  garden  I have  met  with  in  France.  But  the  glory  of  La 
Petite  Trianon  is  the  exotic  trees  and  Ik  rubs . The  world  has  been  fuccefsfully 
rifled  to  decorate  it.  Here  are  curious  and  beautiful  ones  to  pleafe  the  eye  of 
ignorance;  and  to  exercife  the  memory  of  fcience.  Of  the  buildings,  the  temple 
of  love  is  truly  elegant. 

Again  to  Verfailles.  In  viewing  the  King’s  apartment,  which  he  had 
not  left  a quarter  of  an  hour,  with  thole  flight  traits  of  diforder  that  fhew- 
ed  he  lived  in  it,  it  was  amufing  to  fee  the  blackguard  figures  that  were 
walking  uncontrouled  about  the  palace,  and  even  in  his  bed-chamber ; men 
whofe  rags  betrayed  them  to  be  in  the  laR  Rage  of  poverty,  and  I was  the  only 
perfon  that  flared  and  wondered  how  they  got  thither.  It  is  impoilible  not 
to  like  this  carelefs  indifference  and  freedom  from  fufpicion.  One  loves  the 
mailer  of  the  houfe,  who  would  not  be  hurt  or  offended  at  feeing  his  apartment 


thus  occupied,  if  he  returned  fiiddenly ; for  if  there  were  danger  or  tins.,  the  m- 


trufion  would  be  prevented.  This  is  certainly  a feature  of  that  good  temper 
which  appears  to  me  fo  vifible  every  where  in  France.  I deiired  to  fee  the 
Queen’s  apartments,  but  I could  not.  Is  her  majeRy  in  it?  No.  Why  then  not 
fee  it  as  well  as  the  King’s  ? Ma foi , Monf.  c eft  un  autre  chafe.  Ramble  through 
the  gardens,  and  by  the  grand  canal,  with  ahfoiute  aRoniiliment  at  the  exaggera- 
tions of  writers  and  travellers.  T here  is  magnificence  in  the  quarter  of  the 
orangerie,  but  no  beauty  any  where ; there  are  feme  flatues  good  enough 
to  be  winded  under  cover.  The  extent  and  breadth  of  the  canal  are  nothing  to 
the  eye;  and  it  is  not  in  Rich  good  repair  as  a farmer’s  horie-pond.  The  me- 
nagerie is  well  enough,  but  nothing  great.  Let  thole  who  deiire  that  the  build- 
ings and  eflablifhments  or  Louis  Xl  v - Would  continue  the  impreuion  made  by 
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the  writings  of  Voltaire,  go  to  the  canal  of  Languedoc,  and  by  no  means  to 
V erfaiiles.  Return  to  Paris. 14  miles. 

The  24th.  With  Monf.  de  Brouffonet  to  the  King’s  cabinet  of  natural  hif~ 
tory  and  the  botanical  garden,  which  is  in  beautiful  order.  Its  riches  are  well 
known,  and  the  politenefs  of  Monf.  Thouin,  which  is  that  of  a mod;  amiable 
difpoiition,  renders  this  garden  the  fcene  of  other  rational  pleafures  befides  thofe 
of  botany.  Dine  at  the  Invalides,  with  Monf.  Parmentier,  the  celebrated  author 
of  many  (Economical  works,  particularly  on  the  boulangerie  of  France.  This 
gentleman,  to  a coniiderable  mafs  of  ufeful  knowledge,  adds  a great  deal  of  that 
fire  and  vivacity  for ‘which  his  nation  has  been  diftinguifhed,  but  which  I have 
not  recognized  fo  often  as  I expedted. 

The  25th.  This  great  city  appears  to  be  in  manyrefpedts  the  mod:  ineligible 
and  inconvenient  for  the  refidence  of  a perfon  of  fmall  fortune  of  any  that 
I have  feen ; and  by  far  inferior  to  London.  The  flreets  are  very  narrow,  and 
many  of  them  crouded,  nine-tenths  dirty,  and  all  without  foot-pavements. 
Walking,  which  in  London  is  fo  pleafant  and  fo  clean,  that  ladies  do  it  every 
day,  is  here  a toil  and  fatigue  to  a man,  and  an  impoflibility  to  a well  dr  died 
woman.  The  coaches  are  numerous,  and,  what  is  much  worfe,  there  is  an 
infinity  of  one-horfe  cabriolets,  wThich  are  driven  by  young  men  of  fafhion 
and  their  imitators,  alike  fools,  with  fuch  rapidity  as  to  be  real  nuifances, 
and  render  the  flreets  exceedingly  dangerous,  without  an  incelfant  caution.  I 
faw  a poor  child  run  over  and  probably  killed,  and  have  been  myfelf  many  times 
blackened  with  the  mud  of  the  kennels.  This  beggarly  pra&ice,  of  driving  a 
one-horfe  booby  hutch  about  the  flreets  of  a great  capital,  flows  either  from 
poverty  or  a wretched  and  defpicable  (Economy ; nor  is  it  poflible  to  fpeak  of  it 
with  too  much  feverity.  If  young  noblemen  at  London  were  to  drive  their 
chaifes  in  flreets  without  foot- ways,  as  their  brethren  do  at  Paris,  they  would 
fpeedily  and  juflly  get  very  well  threfhed,  or  rolled  in  the  kennel.  This  circum- 
ftance  renders  Paris  an  ineligible  refidence  for  perfons,  particularly  families 
that  cannot  afford  to  keep  a coach ; a convenience  which  is  as  dear  as  at  Lon- 
don. The  fiacres , hackney-coaches,  are  much  worfe  than  at  that  city  3 and 
chairs  there  are  none,  for  they  would  be  driven  down  in  the  flreets.  To  this  cir- 
cumflance  alfo  it  muff  be  afcribed,  that  all  perfons  of  fmall  or  moderate  fortune 
are  forced  to  drefs  in  black,  with  black  Lockings , the  dufky  hue  of  this  in  com- 
pany is  not  fo  difagreeable  a circum fiance  as  being  too  great  a diflindiion ; 
too  clear  a line  drawn  in  company  between  a man  that  has  a good  fortune,  and 
another  that  has  not.  With  the  pride,  arrogance,  and  ill  temper  of  Englifh 
wealth  this  could  not  be  borne ; but  the  prevailing  good  humour  of  the  French 
eafes  all  fuch  untoward  circumflances.  Lodgings  are  not  half  fo  good  as  at 
London,  yet  confiderably  dearer.  If  you  do  not  hire  a whole  fuit  of  rooms  at 
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an  hotel,  you  muft  probably  mount  three,  four,  or  five  pair  of  flairs > and  in  ge- 
neral have  nothing  but  a bed-chamber.  After  the  horrid  fatigue  of  the  flreets, 
flich  an  elevation  is  a delectable  circumftance.  You  mull  fearch  with  trouble 
before  you  will  be  lodged  in  a private  family,  as  gentlemen  ufiiaily  are  at  Lon- 
don, and  pay  a higher  price.  Servants  v/ages  are  about  the  fame  as  at  that  city* 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Paris  fhould  have  thefe  difadvantages,  for  in  other  re- 
fpedts  I take  it  to  be  a moil  eligible  residence  for  luch  as  prefer  a great  city* 
The  fociety  for  a man  of  letters,  or  who  has  any  fcientific  purfuit,  cannot  be  ex- 
ceeded. The  intercourfe  between  fuch  men  and  the  great,  which,  if  it  be  not 
upon  an  equal  footing,  ought  never  to  exiil  at  all,  is  refpeCtable.  Perfons  of  the 
higheft  rank  pay  an  attention  to  fcience  and  literature,  and  emulate  the  character 
they  confer.  I fhould  pity  the  man  who  expedted,  without  other  advantages  of 
a very  different  nature,  to  be  well  received  in  a brilliant  circle  at  London,  be- 
caufe  he  was  a fellow  of  the  Royal  Society.  But  this  would  not  be  the  cafe 
with  a member  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris  j he  is  fure  of  a good  recep- 
tion every  where.  Perhaps  this  contrafl  depends  in  a great  meafure  on  the 
difference  of  the  governments  of  the  two  countries.  Politics  are  too  much  at- 
tended to  in  England  to  allow  a due  refpedt  to  be  paid  to  any  thing  elfe  y 
and  fhould  the  French  eftablifh  a freer  government,  academicians  will  not 
he  held  in  fuch  effimation,  when  rivalled  in  the  public  efleem  by  the  orators  who 
hold  forth  liberty  and  property  in  a free  parliament. 

The  28th.  Quit  Paris,  and  take  the  road  to  Flanders.  Monf.  de  Brouffonet 
was  fo  obliging  as  to  accompany  me  to  Dugny,  to  view  the  farm  of  Monf. 
Crette  de  Palluel,  a very  intelligent  cultivator.  Take  the  road  to  Senlis  : at 
Dammertin,  I met  by  accident  a French  gentleman,  a Monf.  du  Pre  du  St. 
Cotin.  Hearing  me  converfing  with  a farmer  on  agriculture,  he  introduced 
himfeif  as  an  amateur,  gave  me  an  account  of  feveral  experiments  he  had  made 
on  his  eftate  in  Champagne,  and  promifed  a more  particular  detail  j in  which  he 
was  as  good  as  his  word. 22  miles. 

The  29th.  Pafs  Nanteul,  where  the  Prince  of  Conde  has  a chateau,  to 
Villes-Coterets,  in  the  midlt  of  immenfe  forefts  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Or- 
leans. The  crop  of  this  country,  therefore,  is  princes  of  the  blood ; that  is  to 
fay,  hares,  pheafants,  deer,  boars  I 26  miles. 

The  30th.  Soiffons  feems  a^poor  town,  without  manufactures,  and  chiefly 
fupported  by  a corn-trade,  which  goes  hence  by  water  to  Paris  and  Rouen.— 
25  miles. 

The  31ft.  Coucy  is  beautifully  fituated  on  a hill,  with  a fine  vale  winding 
beiide  it.  At  St.  Gobin,  which  is  in  the  midft  of  great  woods,  I viewed  the 
fabric  of  plate-glafs  the  greatef!  in  the  world.  I was  in  high  luck,  arriving 

about  half  an  hour  before  they  began  to  run  glades  for  the  day.  Pafs  La  Fere. 

Reach 
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CANAL  OF  PICARDY, 


Reach  St.  Quintin,  where  are  confiderable  manufactures  that  employed  me 
all  the  afternoon.  From  St.  Gobin,  are  the  moft  beautiful  (late  roofs  I have 
any  where  feen.- 30  miles. 

November  i . Near  Belle  Angloife  I turned  afide  half  a league  to  view  the 
canal  of  Picardy,  of  which  I had  heard  much.  In  palling  from  St.  Quintin  to 
Cambray  the  country  rifes,  fo  that  it  was  neceflary  to  carry  it  in  a tunnel  un- 
der ground  for  a confiderable  depth,  even  under  many  vales  as  well  as  hills. 
In  one  of  thefe  vallies  there  is  an  opening  for  vifiting  it  by  an  arched  flair-cafe, 
on  which  I defcended  134  fleps  to  the  canal,  and,  as  this  valley  is  much  below 
the  adjacent  and  other  hills,  the  great  depth  at  which  it  is  digged  may  be  con- 
ceived. Over  the  door  of  the  defcent,  is  the  following  infcription : — L 'ann. 
1781 . >Monf.  le  Comte  dy  Agay  etant  intendant  de  cette  province,  Monf.  Lau- 

rent de  Lionni  etant  airedleur  de  Tancien  & nouveau  canal  de  Bicardie,  & Monf. 
de  Cbarnprofe  infpeBeur , Jofeph  II.  Empereur  Roi  des  Romanies,  a pare ouru  en 
batteau  le  canal fans  ter  ram  depuis  cet  endroit  jufjues  au  puii.  No.  20,  A 28,  & 
a temoigni fa  fatisf aciion  di avoir  vu  cet  ouvrage  en  ces  termes:  “ Je  pais  fier  d’etre 
hemme , quand  je  vois  qiiun  de  mes  femblables  a oje  imaginer  & executer  un  ouvrage 
aujf  vajle  et  aujji  bar  die.  Cette  idea  me  leve  fame.” — Thefe  three  MeFieurs  lead 
the  dance  here  in  a very  French  Fyle.  The  great  Jofeph  follows  humbly  in 
their  train ; and  as  to  poor  Louis  XVI.  at  whole  expence  the  whole  was  done, 
thefe  gentlemen  certainly  thought  that  no  name  lefs  than  that  of  an  emperor 
ought  to  be  annexed  to  theirs.  When  inferiptions  are  fixed  to  public  works, 
no  names  ought  to  be  permitted  but  thole  of  the  king,  whofe  merit  patronizes, 
and  of  the  engineer  or  artifl  whofe  genius  executes  the  Work.  As  to  a mob  of 
intendants,  directors,  and  infpedtors,  let  them  be  forgotten.  The  canal  at  this 
place  is  ten  French  feet  wide  and  twelve  high,  hewn  entirely  cut  of  the  chalk 
rock,  imbedded,  in  which  are  many  flints— no  mafonrv.  There  is  only  a fmall 
part  fin  idled  of  ten  tones  long  for  a pattern,  twenty  feet  broad  and  twenty  high. 
Five  thoufand  toifes  are  already  done  in  the  manner  of  that  part  which  I viewed; 
and  the  whole  diflance  underground,  when  the  tunnel  will  be  complete,  is  7020 
toifes  (each  fix  feet)  or  about  nine  miles.  Jt  has  already  coft  1,200,000  liv. 
(52,5001  ) and  there  want  2,500,000  liv.  (109,375].)  to  complete  it;  fo  that  the 
total  eflimate  is  near  four  millions.  It  is  executed  by  fhafts.  At  prefen t there 
are  not  above  five  or  fix  inches  of  water  in  it.  This  great  work  has  flood  flill  en- 
tirely fince  the  adminiftration  of  the  Archbi&op  of  Toulouze.  When  we  fee 
fuch  works  Hand  Fill  for  want  of  money,  we  {hall  reafonably  be  inclined  to  afk. 
What  are  the  Lr vices  that  continue  fupplied  ? and  to  conclude,  that  among# 
kings,  and  miniFers,  and  nations,  ceconomy  is  the  firfl  virtue : — without  it, 
genius  is  a meteor;  vi&ory  a found;  and  all  courtly  fplendour  a public  robbery. 

At 
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At  Cambray,  view  the  manufacture.  Thefe  frontier  towns  of  Flanders  are  built 
in  the  old  dyle,  but  the  itreets  broad,  handfome,  well  paved,  and  lighted.  I need 
not  obferve,  that  all  are  fortified,  and  that  every  dep  in  this  country  has  been  ren- 
dered famous  or  infamous  according  to  the  Feelings  of  the  fpeCtator,  by  many  of 
the  bloodied  wars  that  have  diigraced  and  exhauded  chridendom.  At  the  hotel 
de  Bourbon  I was  well  lodged,  fed,  and  attended : an  excellent  inn. — 22  miles. 

The  2d.  Pafs  Bouchafiie  to  Valenciennes,  another  old  town,  which,  like  the 
red  of  the  Flemhh  ones,  manifefts  more  the  wealth  of  former  than  of  prefen  t 
times . — •' — - 1 8 miles . 

The  3d,  to  Orchees ; and  the  4th  to  Lille,  which  is  furrounded  by  more 
windmills  for  fqueezing  out  the  oil  of  colefeed,  than  are  probably  to  be  feen  any 
where  elfe  in  the  world.  Pafs  fewer  drawbridges  and  works  of  fortification 
here  than  at  Calais ; the  great  drength  of  this  place  is  in  its  mines  and  other 
fouteraines.  In  the  evening  to  the  play. 

The  cry  here  for  a war  with  England  amazed  me.  Every  one  I talked  with  laid,, 
it  was  beyond  a doubt  the  Engliih  had  called  the  Prufiian  army  into  Holland  3 and 
that  the  motives  in  France  for  a war  were  numerous  and  manifed.  It  is  eafy  enough 
to  difcover,  that  the  origin  of  all  this  violence  is  the  commercial  treaty,  which  is 
execrated  here,  as  the  mod  fatal  broke  to  their  manufactures  they  ever  experienced.  , 
Thefe  people  have  the  true  monopolizing  ideas:  they  would  involve  four-and- 
fwenty  millions  of  people  in  the  certain  miferies  of  a war,  rather  than  fee  the 
filtered  of  thofe  who  confume  fabrics,  preferred  to  the  filtered  of  thofe  who  • 
make  them.  The  advantages  reaped  by  four-and- twenty  millions  of  confumers are. 
iuppofedto  be  lighter  than  a feather,  compared  with  the  inconveniences  fudained  by 
half  a million  of  manufacturers.  Meet  many  final!,  carts  in  the  town,  drawn  each 
bv  a dog : I was  told  by  the  owner  of  one,  what  appears  to  me  incredible,  that  his 
dog  would  draw  ycoib.  half  a league.  The  wheels  of  thefe  carts  are  very  high, 
relative  to  the  height  of  the  dog,  fo  that  his  died  is  a good  deal  below  the  axle. 
The  6th.  In  -leaving  Lille,,  the  reparation  of  a bridge  made  me  take  a road 
on  the  banks  of  the  canal,  clofe  under  the  works  of  the  citadel.  They  appear  to 
be  very  numerous,  and  the  filiation  exceedingly  advantageous,  on  a gently, riling 
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o' round,  iurroundeet  by  low  watry  meadows,  which  may  with  eaie  be.  drowned. 


Pafs  Darmen  tiers,  a large  paved  town.  Sleep  at  Mont  Cafiel. 30  miles 

The  yth.  Cafiel  is  on.  the  fummit  of  the  only  hill  in  Flanders 
now  repairing  the  baton  at  Dunkirk,  fo  famous  in  hidory  for  an  impericufnefs  in 
England,  which  fhe  mud  have  paid  d 
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Dunkirk,  Gibraltar,  and 
the  fiatue  of  Louis  XIV.  in  the  Place  de  ViStoire,  I place  in  the  fame  political, 
clafs  of  national  arrogance.  Many  men  are  now  at. work  on  this  baton,  and, 
when  unfilled,  it  will  not  contain  more  than  twenty  or  twenty -five  frigates  ^ 
and  appears  to  an  unlearned  eye,  a ridiculous  objeCt  tor  the  jealouiy  of  a great 
nation,  unlefs  .it  profeiTed  to  be  jealous. of  privateers.- — i made  enquiries  concern- 
ing 
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ing  the  import  of  wool  from  England,  and  was  adured  that  it  was  a very  trifling 
objeCt.  I may  here  obferve,  that  when  I left  the  town,  my  little  cloak-bag  was 
examined  as  fcrupuloufly,  as  if  I had  jud  left  England  with  a cargo  of  prohibited 
goods,  and  again  at  a fort  two  miles  off.  Dunkirk  being  a free  port,  the  cudom- 
houfe  is  at  the  gates.  What  are  we  to  think  of  our  woollen  manufacturers  in 
England,  when  fuing  for  their  wool-bill,  of  infamous  memory,  they  brought  one 
Thomas  Wilkinfon  from  Dunkirk  quay,  to  the  bar  of  the  Engiifh  Houfe  of 
Lords  to fuoear , that  wool  paffes  from  Dunkirk  without  entry,  duty,  or  any  thing 
being  required,  at  double  cudom-houfes,  for  a check  on  each  other,  where  they 
examine  even  a cloak-bag  ? On  fuch  evidence,  did  our  legislature,  in  the  true 
fhop-keeping  Ipirit,  pafs  an  aCt  of  fines,  pains,  and  penalties  againii  all  the  wool- 
growers  of  England.  Walk  to  Roflendal  near  the  town , where  Monf.  le  Brun 
has  an  improvement  on  the  Dunes,  which  he  very  obligingly  fhewed  me.  Be- 
tween the  town  and  that  place  is  a great  number  of  neat  little  houfes,  built 
each  with  its  garden,  and  one  or  two  fields  enclofed  of  mod;  wretched  blowing 
dune  fand,  naturally  as  white  as  fnow,  but  improved  by  indudry.  The  magic 
of  property  turns  fand  to  gold. — — 18  miles. 

The  8th.  Leave  Dunkirk,  where  the  Concierge  a good  inn,  as  indeed  I 
have  found  all  in  Flanders.  Pafs  Gravelline,  which,  to  my  unlearned  eyes, 
deems  the  dronged  place  I have  yet  feen,  at  lead  the  works  above  ground  are 
more  numerous  than  at  any  other.  Ditches,  ramparts,  and  drawbridges  with- 
out end.  This  is  a part  of  the  art  military  I like  : it  implies  defence.  If 
Gengifchan  or  Tamerlane  had  met  with  fuch  places  as  Gravelline  or  Lifle  in 
their  way,  where  would  their  conqueds  and  extirpations  of  the  human  race 

have  been  ?- Reach  Calais.  And  here  ends  a journey  wdiich  has  given 

me  a great  deal  of  pleafure,  and  more  information  than  I fliould  have  ex- 
pected in  a kingdom  not  fo  well  cultivated  as  our  own.  It  has  been  the  fird 
of  my  foreign  travels ; and  has  with  me  confirmed  the  idea,  that  to  know 
our  own  country  well,  we  mud  fee  fomething  of  others.  Nations  figure  by 
comparifon ; and  thofe  ought  to  be  edeemed  the  benefaCtors  of  the  human 
race,  who  have  mod  edablifhed  public  profperity  on  the  bails  of  private  happi- 
nefs.  To  afcertain  how  far  this  has  been  the  cafe  with  the  French,  has  been 
one  material  objeCt  of  my  tour.  It  is  an  enquiry  of  great  and  complex  range ; 
but  a fingle  excursion  is  too  little  to  trud  to.  I mud  come  again  and  again  be- 
fore I venture  conclufions. 2 5 miles. 

Wait  at  Deifeins  three  days  for  a wind  (the  Duke  and  Duchefs  of  Glouceder 
are  in  the  fame  inn  and  fituation)  and  for  a pacquet.  A captain  behaved  fhab- 
bily : deceived  me,  and  was  hired  by  a family  that  .would  admit  nobody  but 
themfelves  : — I did  not  afk  what  nation  this  family  was  of. — Dover — London 
- — Bradfield; — and  have  more  pleafure  in  giving  my  little  girl  a French  doll, 
than  in  viewing  Yerfailies. 

1788. 
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1788. 

THE  long  journey  I had  laft  year  taken  in  France  mggefted  a variety  of 
refledlions  on  the  agriculture,  and  on  the  fources  and  progrefs  of  nation^po- 
fperity  in  that  kingdom;  in  fpifc  ofmyfelf,  thefc  raeas  rermentea  m my 
and  while  I was  drawing  concluiions  relative  to  the  poimcat  fete  of  ^ g‘«- 
country,  in  every  circumftance  connected  wita  its  huioandry,  I iOu„^  ~ - * 
moment  of  my  reflection,  the  importance  of  making  as  regular  a *a, . ey  °*  1 

“s  was  poliible  for  a traveller  to  efiba.  Thus  mitigated,  I determined  to 
attempt  finifhing  what  1 had  fortunately  enough  begun.  ^ 

Ju l v to  Left  Bradiield ; and  arrived  at  Calais.  161  ffiins,  ^ 

August  5.  The  next  day  I took  the  road  to  St.  Omers.  Pafs  the  bridge 
Sans  Pareil,  which  ferves  a double  purpoie,  pafiing  two  {beams  tit  once , 
it  has  been  praifed  beyond  its  merit,  and  colt  more  than  it  was  wmtn. 
Omers  contains  little  deferving  notice;  and,  if  I could  direct  tne  legmaiuies,  01 
England  and  Ireland,  ihould  contain  ftill  lefs : — -why  are  cataoucs  to  emigia te  111 
order  to  be  ill  educated  abroad,  inftead  of  being  allowed  indurations  tnat  would 
educate  them  well  at  home  ? The  country  is  feen  to  advantage  mom  St.  Ber- 
lin’s fleeple. 2.^  mues.  __  _ ^ 

The  7 th.  The  canal  of  St.  Omers  is  carried  up  a hill  by  a femes  of  fiuices.  i o 

Aire,  and  Lilliefs,  and  Bethune,  towns  well  known  in  military  dory.— 25  miles. 

The  8th.  The  country  changes,  now  a champaign;  fiom  .bedlam  to  vmras 
an  admirable  gravel  road.  At  the  laft  town  there  is  nothing  but  the  great 
and  rich  abbey  of  Var,  and  this  they  would  not  (hew  me— it  was  not  tne  right 

day or  fome  frivolous -excufe.  The  cathedral  is  nothing.  1 7-2-  m|-es*  ■ 

The  9th.  Market-day;  coming  out  of  the  town  I met  at  lead:  an  hundred 
affes,  fome  loaded  with  a hag,  others  a fack,  but  all  apparently  with  a trifling 
burthen,  and  fwarms  of  men  and  women.  This  is  ^called  a ^market,  being 
plentifully  fupplied;  but  a great  proportion  of  all  the  labour  of  a country  is 
idle  in  the  midft  of  harveft,  to  (apply  a town  which  in  England  would  be  fed 
by  -A  of  the  people:  whenever  this  fwarm  of  triders  buz  in  a market,  T take 
a"  minute  and  vicious  divifion  of  the  foil  for  granted.  Here  my  only  Compa- 
nion de  voyage , the  Englifti  mare  that  carries  me,  difclofes  by  her  eye  a fecret 
not  the  moil  agreeable,  that  (he  is  going  rapidly  blind.  She  is  mooned; 
but  our  fool  of  a Bury  farrier  allured  me  I was  fare  for  aoove  a twelvemonth; 
It  muft  be  confefled  this  is  one  of  thofe  agreeable  fituations  which  not  jnany 
will  believe  a man  would  put  himfelf  into.  Ma  Joy  ! tms  is  a piece my 
good  iuck; — the  journey  at  bed  is  but  a drudgery,  that  others  are  paid  for  per- 
forming on  a good  horfe,  and  1 pay  myfelf  for  doing  it  on  -a  blind  one  A £hali 
feel  this  inconvenience  perhaps  at  the  expence  of  my  necK.  20  miles. 

The  10th.  To  Amiens.  Mr.  Fox  dept  here  laft  night,  and  it  was  ^muf- 
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ing  to  hear  the  converfation  at  the  table  d’hote ; they  wondered  that  fo  great 
a man  Ihould  not  travel  in  a greater  ftyle: — I afked  what  was  his  ftyle?  Mon- 

fieur  and  Madame  were  in  an  Englilh  poft-chaife,  and  the  fille  and  valet  de 

chambre  in  a cabriolet,  with  a French  courier  to  have  horfes  ready.  What 
would  they  have  ? but  a Ryle  both  of  comfort  and  amufement  ? A plague  on 
a blind  mare ! — But  I have  worked  through  life ; and  he  talks. 

The  1 1 th.  By  Poix  to  Aufnale ; enter  Normandy. 25  miles. 

The  1 2th.  Thence  to  Newchatel,  by  far  the  fined:  country  fince  Calais. 

Pafs  many  villas  of  Rouen  merchants. —40  miles. 

The  13th.  They  are  right  to  have  country  villas-— to  get  out  of  this  great 
ugly,  Finking,  clofe,  and  ill  built  town,  which  is  full  of  nothing  but  dirt  and 
indufiry.  What  a picture  of  new  buildings  does  a flourifhing  and  manufacturing 
town  in  England  exhibit ! The  choir  of  the  cathedral  is  furrounded  by  a mod 
magnificent  railing  of  folid  brafs.  They  fhew  the  monument  of  Rollo,  the 
fir  ft  Duke  of  Normandy,  and  of  his  fon ; of  William  Longfword  5 alio  thoie  of 
Richard  Cceur  de  Lion  ; his  brother  Henry;  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  regent  of 
France;  of  their  own  King  Henry  V.;  of  the  Cardinal  d’Amboife,  miniiter  of 
Louis  XII.  The  altar-piece  is  an  adoration  of  the  fhepherds,  by  Philip  of 
Champagne.  Rouen  is  dearer  than  Paris,  and  therefore  it  is  necefiary  for  the 
pockets  of  the  people  that  their  bellies  ihould  be  wholefomely  pinched.  At  the 
table  d’hote,  at  the  hotel  pomfne  dn  pin  we  fat  down,  fixteen,  to  the  following  hin- 
der, afoup,  about  31b.  of  bouilli,  one  fowl.  One  duck,  a fmall  fricaifee  of  chicken, 
a rote  of  veal,  of  about  alb.  and  two  other  fmall  plates  with  a fallad  : the  price 
45/  and  20/  more  for  a pint  of  wine;  at  an  ordinary  of  2od.  a head  in  England 
there  would  be  a piece  of  meat  which  would,  literally  fpeaking,  outweigh  this 
whole  dinner  ! The  ducks  were  fwept  clean  fo  quickly,  that  I moved  from  table 
without  half  a dinner.  Such  tables  d’hotes  are  among  the  cheap  things  of  France ! 
Of  all  fombres  and  trijles  meetings  a French  table  d’hote  is  foremoR;  for  eight  mi- 
nutes a dead  filence,  and  as  to  the  politenefs  of  addremng  a converfation  to  a foreigner, 
he  will  look  for  it  in  vain.  Not  a fingle  word  has  any  where  been  faid  to  me  unlefs 
to  anfw^er  fome  quefiion : Rouen  not  lingular  in  this.  The  parliament-houfe  here 
is  fhut  up,  and  its  members  exiled  a month  pail  to  their  country  feats,  becaufe  they 
would  not  regiller  the  edidt  for  a new’  land-tax.  I enquired  much  into  the  com- 
mon fentiments  of  the  people,  and  found  that  the  King  perfonally  from  having 
been  here,  is  more  popular  than  the  parliament,  to  whom  they  attribute  the  gene- 
ral dearnefs  of  every  thing.  Called  on  Monf.  d’Ambournay,  the  author  of  a 
treatife  on  ufing  madder  green  inflead  of  dried,  and  had  the  plealure  of  a long 
converfation  wdth  him  on  various  farming  topics,  interelling  to  my  enquiries. 

The  14th.  ToBarentin,  through  abundance  of  apple  and  pear-trees,  and  a 
country  better  than  the  hulbandry;  to  Yveot  richer,  but  miferable  manage- 
ment.— 21  miles. 
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The  15th.  Country  the  fame  to  Bolbec;  their  inclofures  remind  me  of 
Ireland,  the  fence  is  a high  broad  parapet  bank,  very  well  planted  with  hedges 
and  oak  and  beech  trees.  All  the  way  from  Rouen  there  is  a feattering  of  coun- 
try feats,  which  I am  glad  to  fee ; farm-houfes  and  cottages  every  where,  and 
the  cotton  manufacture  in  all.  Continues  the  fame  to  Harfieur.  To  Havre 
de  Grace,  the  approach  ftrongly  marks  a very  flourishing  place : the  hills  are 
almoft  covered  with  little  new  built  villas,  and  many  more  are  building ; feme 
are  fo  clofe  as  to  form  almoft  Streets,  and  confiderabie  additions  are-  alfe  making 
to  the  town. 30  miles. 

The  1 6 th.  Enquiries  are  not  neceffary  to  find  out  the  profperity  of  this  town ; 
it  is  nothing  equivocal : fuller  of  motion,  life,  and  activity,  than  any  place  I 
have  been  at  in  France.  A houfe  here,  wrhich  in  1779  let  without  any  fine  on 
a leafe  of  fix  years  for  240  liv.  per  annum,  was  lately  let  for  three  years  at  600 
liv.  which  twelve  years  pafl  was  to  be  had  at  24  liv.  The  harbour’s  mouth  is 
narrow'  and  formed  by  a mole,  but  it  enlarges  into  two  oblong  bafons  of  greater 
breadth ; thefe  are  full  of  Ships,  to  the  number  of  feme  hundreds,  and  the 
quays  around  are  thronged  with  bufinefs,  all  hurry,  buflle,  and  animation. 
They  fay  a fifty  gun  fhip  can  enter,  but  I fuppofe  without  her  guns.  What  is 
better,  they  have  merchant-men  of  five  and  fix  hundred  tons  : the  Slate  of  the 
harbour  has  however  given  them  much  alarm  and  perplexity ; if  nothing  had 
been  done  to  improve  it,  the  mouth  would  have  been  filled  up  with  land,  an 
increasing  evil ; to  remedy  which,  many  engineers  have  been  confulted.  The 
want  of  a back  water  to  wafh  it  out  is  fo  great,  that  they  are  now,  at  the  King’s 
expence,  forming  a moil  noble  and  magnificent  work,  a vafl  bafon,  walled  off 
from  the  ocean,  or  rather  an  inclofure  of  it  by  folid  mafonry,  700  yards  long, 
five  yards  broad,  and  10  or  12  feet  above  the  furface  of  the  fea  at  high  water; 
and  for  400  yards  more  it  confifls  of  two  exterior  walls,  each  three  yards  broad, 
and  filled  up  feven  yards  wide  between  them  with  earth ; by  means  of  this  new 
and  enormous  bafon,  they  will  have  an  artificial  back-water,  capable,  they  cal- 
culate, of  fweeping  out  the  harbour’s  mouth  clean  from  all  obflrudlions.  It  is 
a work  that  does  honour  to  the  kingdom.  The  view  of  the  Seine  from  this  mole 
is  flriking;  it  is  five  miles  broad,  with  high  lands  for  its  oppofite  fhore;  and  the 
chalk  cliffs  and  promontories,  that  recede  to  make  way  for  rolling  its  vail  tri- 
bute to  the  ocean,  bold  and  noble. 

Wait  on  Monf.  l’Abbe  Dicquemarre,  the  celebrated  naturalifl,  where  I had 
alio  the  pleafure  of  meeting  Mademoifelle  le  Mahon  le  Golft,  author  of  home 
agreeable  performances  ; among  others,  Entretien  fur  le  Havre.  1781,  when  the 
number  of  fouls  was  eilimated  at  25,000.  The  next  day  Monf.  le  Reifeicourt, 
captain  of  the  corps  royals  du  Genie , to  whom  alfo  I had  letters,  introduced  me 
to  Meffrs.  Hombergs,  who  are  ranked  amongil  the  mold  confiderabie  mer- 
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chants  of  France.  I dined  with  them  at  one  of  their  country-houfes,  meeting  a 
numerous  company  and  fplendid  entertainment.  Thefe  gentlemen  have  wives 
and  daughters,  coufins  and  friends,  cheerful,  pleafing,  and  well  informed.  I 
did  not  like  the  idea  of  quitting  them  fo  foon,  for  they  feemed  to  have  a fociety 
that  would  have  made  a longer  refidence  agreeable  enough.  It  is  no  bad  preju- 
dice furely  to  like  people  that  like  England ; moil  of  them  have  been  there.— 
Nous  avons  affur intent  en  France  de  belles , d' agr cables  et  de  bonnes  chofeSj,  mais  on 
tr ouve  line  telle  energie  dans  voire  nation  — — 

The  1 8th.  By  the  paflage-packet,  a decked  veiTel,  to  Honfleur,  leven  and  a 
half  miles,  which  we  made  with  a ftrong  north  wind  in  an  hour,  the  river  be- 
ing rougher  than  I thought  a river  could  be.  Honfleur  is  a fmall  town,  full  of 
induflry,  and  a baton  full  of  chips,  with  home  Guinea- men  as  large  as  at  Havre. 
At  Pont  au  de  Mer,  wait  on  Monf.  Martin,  director  of  the  manufadhire  royale 
of  leather.  I faw  eight  or  ten  Englilhmen  that  are  employed  here  (there  are 
40  in  all),  and  converfed  with  one  from  York  (hire,  who  told  me  he  had  been 
deceived  into  coming ; for  though  they  are  well  paid,  yet  they  find  things  very 
dear,  inftead  of  very  cheap,  as  they  had  been  given  to  underftand. — 20  miles. 

The  19th.  To  Pont  PEveque,  towards  which  town  the  country  is  richer, 
that  is,  has  more  paihirage;  the  whole  has  lingular  features,  compofed  of  orchard 
inclofures,  with  hedges  fo  thick  and  excellent,  though  compofed  of  willow, 
with  but  a fprinkling  of  thorns,  that  one  can  fcarcely  fee  through  them  : cha- 
teaus are  Scattered,  and  fome  good,  yet  the  road  is  villainous.  Pont  PEveque 
is  fituated  in  the  Pays  d’Auge,  celebrated  for  the  great  fertility  of  its  paffures.  To 
Liiieux,  through  the  fame  rich  difirici,  fences  admirably  planted,  and  the  coun- 
try thickly  inclofed  and  wooded. — -At  the  hotel  d’Angleterre,  an  excellent  inn, 
new,  clean,  and  well  furnifhed ; and  I was  well  ferved  and  well  fed. — 26  miles. 


The  20th.  To  Caen  ; the  road  paffes  on  the  brow  of  a hill,  that  commands 
s rich  valley  of  Corbon,  Bill  in  the  Pays  d’Auge,  the  molt  fertile  of  the 
whole,  all  is  under  fine  Pcidtu  bullocks,  which  would  figure  in  the  counties  of 
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Leicefter  or  Northampton. — r — 28  miles. 


The  2 1 a 


The  Marquis  de  Guerchy,  whom  I had  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  in 
Suffolk,  being  colonel  of  the  regiment  of  Artois,  quartered  here,  I waited  on 
him  $ he  introduced  me  to  his  lady,  and  remarked,  that  as  it  was  the  fair  of 
Guibray,  and  himfelf  going  thither,  I could  not  do  better  than  accompany  him, 
fince  it  was  the  fecond  fair  in  France.  I readily  agreed  : in  our  way,  we  called 
at  Bon,  and  dined  with  the  Marquis  of  Turgot,  elder  brother  of  the  juflly  cele- 
brated comptroller- general : this  gentleman  is  author  of  fome  memoirs  on  plant- 
ing, publifhed  in  the  Trimeffres  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Paris ; he  lliewed  and 
explained  to  us  all  his  plantations,  but  chiefly  prides  himfelf  on  the  exotics ; 
and  I was  lorry  to  find  in  proportion  not  to  their  promifed  utility,  but  merely 
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to  their  rarity.  I have  not  found  this  uncommon  in  France  j and  it  is  far  from, 
being  fo  in  England.  I wifhed  every  moment  for  a long  walk  to  change  the 
converfation  from  trees  to  hufbandry,  and  made  many  efforts,  but  all  in  vain. 
In  the  evening  to  the  fair  play-houfe — Richard  Cceur  de  Lion  - and  I could  not 
but  remark  an  uncommon  number  of  pretty  women.  Is  there  no  antiqua- 
rian that  deduces  Englifh  beauty  from  the  mixture  of  Norman  blood  ? or  who 
thinks,  with  Major  Jar  dine,  that'  nothing  improves  fo  much  as  eroding  ? to 
read  his  agreeable  book  of  travels,  one  would  think  none  wanted,  and  yet  to 
look  at  his  daughters,  and  hear  their  mufic,  it  would  be  impoffible  to  doubt 
his  fyffcem.  Supped  at  the  Marquis  d’Ecougal’s,  at  his  chateau  a la  Frenaye . 
If  thefe  French  marquixTes  cannot  fhew  me  good  crops  of  corn  and  tur- 
nips, here  is  a noble  one  of  fomething  elie> — of  beautiful  and  elegant  daugh- 
ters, the  charming'  copies  of  an  agreeable  mother  : the  whole  family  I pro- 
nounced at  the  nrit  fight  amiable  : they  are  chearful,  pleafing,  interefting  : I 
I want  to  know  them  better,  but  it  is  the  fate  of  a traveller  to  meet  op- 
portunities of  pleafure,  and  merely  fee  to  quit  them.  After  fupper,  while  the 
company  were  at  cards,  the  marquis  convened  on  topics  interefting  to  my  en- 
jquirie  s . — 2 2 \ miles  * 

The  2 2d.  At  this  fair  of  Guibray,  merchandize  is  fold,  they  fay,  to  the 
amount  of  fix  millions  (262,500!.)  but  at  that  of  Beaucaire  to  ten  : I found  the 
quantity  of  Englifh  goods  confiderable,  hard  and  queen’s  ware  ^ cloths  and 
cottons.  A dozen  of  common  plain  plates,  3 liv.  and  4 liv.  for  a French  imi- 
tation, but  much  worfe  1 1 afked  the  man  (a  Frenchman)  if  the  treaty  of  com- 
merce would  not  be  very  injurious  with  fuch  a difference- — C’ eft  precifement  le  con- 
trmre  JS/Tonj. \ — quelque mau'uaife  que  fit  cette -imitation  y on  n a encore  rien  fait  a aujji 

bten  en  France  $ i'annee  proebame  on  f era  inieux — nous  perfeclionnerons —et  en 

Jin  nous  /’ emporterons  fur  vous. — I believe  he  is  a very  good  politician,  and  that, 
without  competition,  it  is  not  ponibie  to  perfect  any  fabric.  A dozen  with 
blue  or  green  edges,  Englifh,  5 liv,  $f  Return  to  Caen  j dine  with  the  Mar- 
quis of  Gtierchy,  lieutenant-colonel,  major,  ccc.  of  the  regiment,  and  their 
wives  prefen t a large  and  agreeable  company,.  View  the  Abbey  of  Benedic- 
tines, founded  by  William  the  Conqueror.  It  is  a fplendid  building,  fubftau- 
tial,  mafly,  and  magnificent,  with  very  large  apartments,  and  ftone  flair- cafes 
worthy  of  a palace.  Sup  with  Monf.  du  Menu,  captain  of  the  corps  de  Genie y 
to  whom  I load  letters  > he  had  introduced  me  to  the  engineer  employed  on  the 
new  port,  which  will  bring  fhips  of  three  or  four  hundred  tens  to  Caen,  a 
noble  work,  and  among  thole  which  do  honour  to  France. 

The  23d.  Monf.  de  Guerchv  and  the  Abbee.  de accompanied  me  to 


view  Harcourt,  the  feat  of  the  Duke  d’Harcourt,  governor  of  Normandy,  and  of 
*ne  Dauphin  j 1 had  heard  it  called  the  fineft  Englifh  garden  in  France,  but 
-Ermenonville  will  not  allow  that  claim,  though  not  near  its  equal  as  a refidenee. 
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Found  at  laR  a horfe  to  try  in  order  to  profecute  my  journey  a little  lei's  like  Don 
Quixotte,  but  it  would  by  no  means  do ; an  uneafy  Rumbling  beaR,  at  a price 
that  would  have  bought  a good  one ; fo  my  blind  friend  and  I muR  jog  on  Rill 
further. 30  miles. 

The  24th.  To  Bayeux  ; the  cathedral  has  three  towers,  one  of  which  is  very 
light,  elegant,  and  highly  ornamented. 

The  2 5th.  In  the  road  to  Carentan,  pafs  an  arm  of  the  fea  at  IRigny,  which 
is  fordable.  At  Carentan  I found  myfelf  fo  ill,  from  accumulated  colds  I fup- 
pofe,  that  I w*as  ferioufly  afraid  of  being  laid  up — not  a bone  without  its  aches  ; 
and  a horrid  dead  leaden  weight  all  over  me.  I went  early  to  bed,  waffled 
down  a dofe  of  antimonial  powders,  which  proved  fudorific  enough  to  let  me 
profecute  my  journey.- 23  miles. 

The  26th.  To  Volognes ; thence  to  Cherbourg,  a thick  woodland,  much 
like  Suffex.  The  Marquis  de  Guerchy  had  deiired  me  to  call  on  Monf.  Dou- 
merc,  a great  improver  at  Pierbutte  near  Cherbourg,  which  I did ; but  he  was 
then  at  Paris  : however  his  bailiff,  Monf.  Baillio,  with  great  civility  Riewed 
me  the  lands,  and  explained  every  thing. 30  miles. 

The  27th.  Cherbourg.  I had  letters  to  the  Duke  de  Beuvron,  who  commands 
here ; to  the  Count  de  Chavagnac,  and  M.  de  Meufnier,  of  the  Academy  of 
Sciences,  and  tranffator  of  Cook’s  Voyages ; the  count  is  in  the  countiy.  So 
much  had  I heard  of  the  famous  works  eredting  to  form  a harbour  here,  that  I 
was  eager  to  view  them  without  the  lofs  of  a moment : the  duke  favoured  me 
with  an  order  for  that  purpefe ; I therefore  took  a boat,  and  rowed  acrofs  the  ar- 
tificial harbour  formed  by  the  celebrated  cones.  As  it  is  pofiible  that  this  iti- 
nerary may  be  read  by  perfons  that  have  not  either  time  or  inclination  to  feek 
other  books  for  an  account  of  thefe  works,  I will  in  a few  words  iketch  the 
intention  and  execution.  The  French  poffefs  no  port  for  fhips  of  war  from 
Dunkirk  to  BreR,  and  the  former  is  capable  of  receiving  frigates  only.  This  de- 
ficiency has  been  fatal  to  them  more  than  once  in  their  wars  with  England, 
whofe  more  favourable  coaR  affords  not  only  the  Thames,  but  the  noble  harbour 
of  Portfrnouth.  To  remedy  the  want,  they  planned  a mole  acrofs  the  open  bay 
of  Cherbourg ; but  to  inclofe  a fpace  fiafficient  to  protedt  a fleet  of  the  line, 
would  demand  fo  extended  a wall,  and  fo  expofed  to  heavy  leas,  that  the  ex- 
pence would  be  far  too  great  to  be  thought  of ; and  at  the  fame  time  the  fuc- 
cefs  too  dubious  to  be  ventured.  The  idea  of  a regular  mole  was  therefore  given 
up,  and  a partial  one,  on  a new  plan,  adopted ; this  was  to  eredt  in  the  fea,  in  a 
line  where  a mole  is  wanted,  infulated  columns  of  timber  and  mafonry,  of  fo 
vaR  a fize,  as  to  refiR  the  violence  of  the  ocean,  and  to  break  its  waves  iuffi- 
ciently  to  permit  a bank  being  formed  between  column  and  column.  Thele 
have  been  called  cones  from  their  form.  They  are  140  feet  diameter  at  the 
bafe  j 60  diameter  at  the  top,  and  60  feet  vertical  height,  being,  when  funk 
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in  the  fiea,  30  to  34  feet,  immerfed  at  the  low  water  of  high  tides.  Thefe  enor- 
mous broad-bottomed  tubs  being  conhructed  of  oak,  with  every  attention  to 
hrength  and  folidity,  when  flnithed  for  launching,  were  loaded  with  hone  juh 
Sufficient  for  linking,  and  in  that  hate  each  cone  weighed  1000  tons  (of  2000  lb.) 
To  float  them,  flxty  empty  calks,  each  of  ten  pipes,  were  attached  around  by 
cords,  and  in  this  hate  of  buoyancy  the  enormous  machine  was  floated  to  its 
dehined  fpot,  towed  by  numberlefs  veflels,  and  before  innumerable  fpedtators. 
At  a figiial,  the  cords  are  cut  in  a moment,  and  the  pile  links  : it  is  then  filled 
inhantly  with  hone  from  veflels  ready  attending,  and  capped  with  mafonry.  The 
contents  of  each  filled  to  within  four  feet  of  the  fiirface  only,  2500  cubical  toiies 
of  hone*.  A vah  number  of  vehels  are  then  employed  to  forma  bank  of  hone 
from  cone  to  cone,  vifible  at  low  water  in  neap  tides.  Eighteen  cones,  by  one 
account,  but  33  by  another,  would  complete  the  work,  leaving  only  two  en- 
trances, commanded  by  two  very  fine  new-built  forts,  Roy  ale  and  d’ Artois 9 
thoroughly  well  provided,  it  is  faid,  (for  they  do  not  fhew~  them,)  with  an  appara- 
tus for  heating  canon  balls.  The  number  of  cones  will  depend  on  the  dihances 
at  which  they  are  placed.  I found  eight  finifhed,  and  the  ikeleton  frames  of 
two  more  in  the  dock-yard ; but  all  is  hopped  by  the  Archbifhop  of  Toulouze, 
in  favour  of  the  ceconomical  plans  at  prefent  in  {peculation.  Four  of  them, 
the  lah  funk,  being  moh  expofed,  are  now  repairing,  having  been  found  too 
weak  to  refih  the  fury  of  the  horms,  and  the  heavy  weherly  feas.  The  lah  cone 
is  much  the  moh  damaged,  and,  in  proportion  as  they  advance,  they  will  be  hill 
more  and  more  expofed,  which  gives  rife  to  the  opinion  of  many  Skilful  en- 
gineers, that  the  whole  fcheme  will  prove  fruitlefs,  unlefs  fuch  an  expence  is 
behowed  on  the  remaining  cones  as  would  be  fufficient  to  exhauh  the  revenues  of 
a kingdom.  The  eight  already  erected  have  for  fome  years  given  a new  appear- 
ance to  Cherbourg;  new  houfes,  and  even  hreets,  and  fuch  a face  of  adfivity  and 
animation,  that  the  hop  to  the  works  was  received  with  blank  countenances. 
They  fay,  that,  quarry-men  included,  3000  were  employed.  The  effect  of  the 
eight  cones  already  eredted,  and  the  bank  of  hone  formed  between  them,  has  been 
to  give  perfect  fecurity  to  a considerable  portion  of  the  intended  harbour.  T wo 
40  gun  ihips  have  lain  at  anchor  within  them  thefe  eighteen  months  pah,  by  way 
of  experiment,  and  though  fuch  horms  have  happened  in  that  time  as  have  put 
all  to  fevere  trials,  and,  as  I mentioned  before,  considerably  damaged  three  of 
the  cones,  yet  thefe  ihips  have  not  received  the  fmalleft  agitation ; hence  it  is  a 
harbour  for  a fmall  fleet  without  doing  more.  Should  they  ever  proceed 
with  the  reh  of  the  cones,  they  muh  be  built  much  hronger,  perhaps  larger,  and 


far  greater  precautions  taken  in  giving  them  firmnefs  and  folidity  : it  is  alfo  a 
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queflion,  whether  they  mull  not  be  funk  much  nearer  to  each  other 3 at  all  events, 
the  proportional  expence  will  be  nearly  doubled 3 but  for  wars  with  England,  the 
importance  of  having  a fecure  harbour,  fo  critically  fituated,  they  confider  as  equal 
almoit  to  any  expence  3 at  lead  this  importance  lias  its  full  weight  in  the  eyes  of 
the  people  of  Cherbourg.  I remarked,  in  rowing  acrofs  the  harbour,  that  while 
the  fea  without  the  artificial  bar  was  fo  rough,  that  it  would  have  been  unpieafant 
for  a boat,  within  it  was  quite  fmooth.  I mounted  two  of  the  cones,  one  of  which 
has  this  infcriptkm : — Louis  XVI. — Sur  ee  premiere  com  ecboue  le  6 Juin  1784,  a 
vu  Tirnmerfion  de  celui de  l' eft,  k 23  Juin  1786. — On  the  whole, ' the  undertaking 
is  a prodigious  one,  and  does  no  trilling  credit  to  the  fpint  or  enterprize  ot  the 
prefent  age  in  France.  The  fervice  of  the  marine  is  a favourite  3.  whether 
juflly  or  not,  is  another  queftion  3 ana  this  harbour  ihews,  that  when  this  great 
people  undertake  any  capital  works,  that  are  ready  favourites,  they  fina  inventive 
genius  to  plan,  and  engineers  of  capital  talents  to  execute  whatever  is  oevilea, 
in  a manner  that  does  honour  to  their  kingdom.  ihe  Duke  de  Eeuvron  had 
afked  me  to  dinner,  but  I found  that  if  I accepted  his  invitation,  it  would  then 
take  me  the  next  day  to  view  the  glais  manufacture ; 1 preferred  therefore  bufi- 
nefs  to  pleafure,  and  taking  with  me  a letter  from  that  nobleman  to  fecure  a 
fight  of  it,  I rode  thither  in  the  afternoon  3 it  is  about  three  miles  from  Cher- 
bourg. Monf.  de  Puye,  the  director,  explained  every  thing  to  me  in  the  moil 
obliging  manner.  Cherbourg  is  not  a place  for  a refidence  longer  than  necef- 
fary  3 I was  here  fleeced  more  infamoufiy  than  at  any  other  town  in  France  3 the 
two  beflt  inns  were  full  3 I was  obliged  to  go  to  the  barque , a vile  hole,  little 
better  than  a hog-ity  3 where,  for  a miferable  dirty  wretched  chamber,  two 


a bill  of  3 1 
even  the  vex 

This  is  a fpecies  of  profligacy  which  abates  the  national  character.  Calling,  as 
I returned,  on  Monf.  Baillo,  I ihe^ed  hidl  tlie  biil>  at  which  he  exclaimed  for 
Lmpofition,  and  faid  the  man  and  wo^an  were  going  to  leave  off  their  trade  3 and 
no  wonder,  if  they  had  made  a praftiCe  01  deecmg  otners  in  that  manner.  Let 
no  one  go  to  Cherbourg  without  makmg  a bargain  for  every  thing  he  has,  even  to 
the  ftr aw  and  liable 3 pepper,  fait,  taole-cioui.  -10  mnes. 

The  2 8th,  return  to  Carentan  3 and  tlie  29tn>  Pabs  through  a rich  and  thickly  in- 
clofed  country,  to  Coutances,  capital 01  L^e diilrict  caked  tne  Cotentm.  X hey  buiiu 
in  this  country  the  bell  mud  lioufes  ^nd  barns  - ever  iaw>  excellent  habitations, 
even  of  three  ilories,  and  all  of  Wltil  confiderable  barns  and  otner  oiticcs. 

irth  (the  bed  for  the  purpofe  *s  a racb  brown  loam)  is  well  kneaded  with 
firav,  3 ana  being  fpread  about  four  Tones  tnien  on  tne  ground,  is  cut  in  fo  Liams 
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of  nine  inches,  and  thefe  are  taken  with  a fhovel  and  tolled  to  the  man  on  the 
wall  who  builds  it;  and  the  wall  built,  as  in  Ireland,  in  layers,  each  three  Ret 
high,  that  it  may  dry  before  they  advance.  The  thicknefs  about  two  feet.  They 
make  them  project  about  an  inch,  which  they  cut  off  layer  by  layer  perfectly 
fmooth.  If  they  had  the  Engliih  way  of  white- wailiing,  they  would  look  as 
well  as  our  lath  and  plunder,  and  are  much  more  durable.  In  good  houfes  the 
doors  and  windows  are  in  ftone  work.* no  miles. 

The  30th.  A fine  fea  view  of  the  Ides  of  Chaufee,  at  five  leagues  diilant ; 
and  afterwards  Jeffey,  clear  at  about  forty  miles,  with  that  of  the  town  of  Grand- 
val  on  a high  peninfula : entering  the  town,  every  idea  of  beauty  is  loft;  a clofe, 
nafty,  ugly,  ill  built  hole : market  day,  and  myriads  of  bribers,  common  at  a 
French  market.  The  bay  of  Cancalle,  all  along  to  the  right,  and  St.  Michael’s 
rock  riling  out  of  the  fea,  conically,  with  a cattle  on  the  top,  a moll  lingular 
and  pictureique  object. — - — 30  miles. 

The  3 1 it.  At  Pont  Oriin,  enter  Bretagne;  there  feems  here  a more  minute 
diviiion  of  farms  than  before.  There  is  a long  itreet  in  the  epifcopal  town  of 
Doll,  without  a glafs  window;  a horrid  appearance.  My  entry  into  Bretagne 
gives  me  an  idea  of  its  being  a miierable  province.- 22  miles. 

September  1 ft.  To  Combourg,  the  coun try  has  a favage  aipe-tt ; hufbandry 
not  much  further  advanced,  at  ieaft  in  {kill,  than  among  the  Hurons,  which 
aooears  incredible  amidit  inclofures ; the  people  almoit  as  wild  as  their  country, 
and  their  town  of  Combourg  one  of  the  moil  brutal  filthy  places  that  can  be  feen ; 
mud  houfes,  no  windows,  and  a pavement  fo  broken,  as  to  impede  all  paffengers, 
but  eafe  none— yet  here  is  a chateau,  and  inhabited;  who  is  this  Monf.  de 
Chateaubriant,  the  owner,  that  has  nerves  ftrung  fora  refidence  amidftfuch  filth 
and  poverty  ? Below  this  hideous  heap  of  wretchednefs  is  a fine  lake,  furrounded 
by  well  wooded  inclofures.  Coming  out  of  Hede,  there  is  a beautiful  lake  be- 
longing to  Monf.  de  Blafiac,  intendant  of  Poidtiers,  with  a fine  accompany- 
ment  of  wood.  A very  little  cleaning  wrouid  make  here  a delicious  fcenery. 
There  is  a chateau,  with  four  rows  of  trees,  and  nothing  elfe  to  be  feen  from 
the  windows  in  the  true  French  fcyle.  Forbid  it,  tafde,  that  this  fhould  be  the 
houfe  of  the  owner  of  that  beautiful  water;  and  yet  this  Monf.  de  BlafTac  has 
made  at  Poictiers  the  fined:  promenade  in  France!  But  that  talie  which  draws 
a flrait  line,  and  that  which  traces  a weaving  one,  are  founded  on  feelings  and 
ideas  as  feparate  and  diftinct  as  painting  and  muiic — as  poetry  or  fculpture. 
The  lake  abounds  with  fifh,  pike  to  361b.  carp  to  241b.  perch  plb.  and  tench  51b. 
To  Rennes  the  fame  ftrange  wild  mixture  of  defert  and  cultivation,  half  favage, 
half  human.' 3 1 miles. 

The  2d.  Rennes  is  well  built,  and  has  two  good  fquares;  that  particularly 
oi  Louis  XV.  where  is  his  flatue.  The  parliament  being  in  exile,  the  home 
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is  not  to  be  feen.  The  Benedidines  garden,  called  the  Tab  our,  is  worth  view- 
ing. But  the  object  at  Rennes  moft  remarkable  at  prefent  is  a camp,  with  a 
marihal  of  France  (de  Stainville,)  and  four  regiments  of  infantry,  and  two  of 
dragoons,  clofe  to  the  gates.  The  difcontents  of  the  people  have  been  doubled, 
fir  if  on  account  of  the  high  price  of  bread,  and  fecondly  for  the  banifhment  of 
the  parliament.  The  former  caufe  is  natural  enough;  but  why  the  people  fhould 
love  their  parliament  was  what  I could  not  underif  and,  fince  the  members,  as 
well  as  of  the  Rates,  are  all  noble,  and  the  dift inction  between  the  noblejje  and 
roiuriers  no  where  if ronger,  more  offenfive,  or  more  abominable  than  in  Bre- 
tagne. They  allured  me,  however,  that  the  populace  have  been  blown  up  to 
violence  by  every  art  of  deception,  and  even  by  money  diftributed  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  The  commotions  rofe  to  fuch  a height  before  the  camp  was  eftabliihed, 
that  the  troops  here  were  utterly  unable  to  keep  the  peace.  Monf.  Argentaife*. 
to  whom  I had  brought  letters,  had  the  goodnefs,  during  the  four  days 
I was  here,  to  fhew  and  explain  every  thing  to  be  feen.  I find  Rennes  very 
cheap ; and  it  appears  the  more  fo  to  me  jufc  come  from  Normandy,  where 
every  tiling  is  extravagantly  dear.  The  table  d’hote,  at  th q grand  maif on,  is  well 
ferved ; they  give  two  courfes,  containing  plenty  of  good  things,  and  a very 
ample  regular  deftert : the  flipper  one  good  courfe,  with  a large  joint  of  mut- 
ton, and  another  good  deftert ; each  meal,  with  the  common  wine,  40 f and  for 
20  more  you  have  very  good  wine,  inftead  of  the  ordinary  fort ; 3 of  for  the 
horfe  : thus,  with  good  wine,  it  is  no  more  than61iv.  10 f a day,  or  5s.  iod. 
Yet  a camp  of  which  they  complain  has  rafted  prices  enormoufly. 

The  5th.  To  Montauban.  The  poor  people  feem  poor  indeed;  the  chil- 
dren terribly  ragged,  if  poftible  worfe  clad  than  if  with  no  cloaths  at  all ; as  to 
fhoes  and  ftockings  they  are  luxuries.  A beautiful  girl  of  fix  or  feven  years 
playing  with  a flick,  and  fmiling  under  fuch  a bundle  of  rags  as  made  my  heart 
ache  to  fee  her : they  did  not  beg,  and  when  I gave  them  any  thing,  feemed 
more  furprized  than  obliged.  One  third  of  what  I have  feen  of  this  province 
leems  uncultivated,  and  nearly  all  of  it  in  mifery.  What  have  kings,  and  mi- 
nifters,  and  parliaments,  and  ftates,  to  anfwer  for,  feeing  millions  of  hands 
that  would  be  induftrious,  yet  idle  and  ftarving,  through  the  execrable  maxims 
of  defpotifm,  or  the  equally  deteftable  prejudices  of  a feudal  nobility?  Sleep  at 
at  the  lion  d’or,  at  Montauban,  an  abominable  hole. — - — 20  miles. 

The  6th.  The  fame  inclofed  country  to  Brooms;  but  near  that  town  im- 
proves to  the  eye,  from  being  more  hilly.  At  the  little  town  of  Lambalie,  there 
are  above  fifty  families  of  nohlefte  that  live  in  winter,  who  reticle  on  their  eftates 
in  the  fummer.  There  is  probably  as  much  foppery  and  nonfenle  in  their  circles, 
and  for  what  I know  as  much  happinefs,  as  in  thole  of  Paris.  Both  would  be 
better  employed  in  cultivating  their  lands,  and  rendering  the  poor  induftrious* 
30  miles. 
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The  7th . Upon  leaving  Lamhalle,  the  country  immediately  changes . The  Mar- 
quis d’Urvoy,  whom  I met  at  Rennes,  and  who  has  a good  eftate  at  St.  Brieux,  gave 
me  a letter  for  his  agent,  who  anfwered  my  queftions. 1 2f  miles. 

The  8th.  To  Guingamp,  a fombre  inclofed  country.  Pafs  Chateaulandrin, 
and  enter  Bas  Bretagne.  One  recognizes  at  once  another  people,  meeting  num- 
bers who  have  not  more  French  than  je  ne  fat  pas  cs  que  vans  dites , or  je 
nentend  rien . Enter  Guingamp  by  gateways,  towers,  and  battlements,  apparently 
of  the  oldefl  military  architecture ; every  part  denoting  antiquity,  and  in  the  heft 
prefervation.  The  poor  people’s  habitations  are  not  fo  good;  they  are  miferable 
heaps  of  dirt;  no  glafs,  and  fcarcely  any  light ; but  they  have  earth  chimnies. 
I was  in  my  fir  ft  lleep  at  Belleiile,  when  the  aubergifte  came  to  my  bediide,  un- 
drew a curtain,  that  I expedted  to  cover  me  with  fpiders,  to  tell  me  that  I had 
line  jument  Angloife  fuperbe , and  that  a feigneur  wifhed  to  buy  it  of  me:  I gave 
him  half  a dozen  flowers  of  French  eloquence  for  his  impertinence,  when  he 
thought  proper  to  leave  me  and  his  fpiders  at  peace.  There  was  a great  chajje 
aiiembled.  Thefe  Bas  Bretagne  feigneurs  are  capital  hunters,  it  feems,  who  fix 
on  a blind  mare  for  an  object  of  admiration-  A-propos  to  the  breeds  of  hones  in 
France ; this  mare  coif  me  twenty- three  guineas  when  hordes  were  dear  in  Eng- 
land, and  had  been  fold  for  fixteen  when  they  were  rather  cheaper ; her  figure 
may  therefore  be  guefied ; yet  fhe  was  much  admired,  and  often  in  this  journey ; 
and  as  to  Bretagne,  fhe  rarely  met  a rival.  That  province,  and  it  is  the  fame 
in  parts  of  Normandy,  is  infeflced  in  every  liable  with  a pack  of  garran  poney 
ftallions,  fufficient  to  perpetuate  the  miferable  breed  that  is  every  where  feen. 
This  villainous  hole,  that  calls  itfelf  the  grand  maifon , is  the  belt  inn  at  a poif 
town  on  the  great  road  to  Brefi,  at  which  marfhals  of  France,  dukes,  peers, 
counteftes,  and  fo  forth,  mull  now  and  then,  by  the  accidents  to  which  long 
journies  are  fubjedt,  have  found  themfelves.  What  are  we  to  think  of  a coun- 
try that  has  made,  in  the  eighteenth  century,  no  better  provifion  for  its  tra- 
vellers ! 30  miles. 

The  9th.  Morlaix  is  the  moft  lingular  port  I have  feen.  It  has  but  one 
feature,  a vale  juft  wide  enough  for  a fine  canal  with  tv/o  quays,  and  two  rows  of 
boules;  behind  them  the  mountain  rifes  fteep,  and  woody  on  one  fide;  on  the 
other  gardens,  rocks,  and  wood;  the  effect  romantic  and  beautiful.  Trade 
now  very  dull,  but  fiourifhed  much  in  the  war. — — 20  miles. 

The  10th.  Fair  day  at  Landervifier,  which  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  feeing 
numbers  of  Bas  Bretons  collected,  as  well  as  their  cattle.  The  men  drefs  in 
great  trowfer-like  breeches,  many  with  naked  legs,  and  moft  with  wooden  Ihoes, 
ftrong  marked  features  like  the  Welch,  with  countenances  a mixture  of  half 
energy,  half  lazinefs ; their  perfons  ftout,  broad,  and  fquare.  The  women  fur- 
rowed without  age  by  labour,  to  the  utter  extinction  of  all  foftnefs  of  fex.  The 
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eye  difcovers  them  at  fird  glance  to  be  a people  abfolutely  diliindl  from  the 
French.  Wonderful  that  they  fbould  be  found  fo,  with  diftinct  language, 
manners,  drefs,  &c.  after  having  been  fettled  here  1 300  years.- 35  miles. 

The  1 1 th.  I had  refpedtable  letters,  and  to  refpedtable  people  at  Bred,  in  order 
to  fee  the  dock-yard,  but  they  were  vain .;  Monf.  le  Chevalier  de  Tredairne 
particularly  applied  for  me  earnedly  to  the  commandant,  but  the  order,  contrary 
to  its  being  fhewn  either  to  Frenchmen  or  foreigners,  was  too  ftridt  to  be  re- 
laxed without  an  exp  refs  direction  from  the  minider  of  the  marine,  given  very 
rarely,  and  to  which,  when  it  does  come,  they  pay  but  an  unwilling  obedience. 
Monf.  Tredairne,  however,  informed  me,  that  Lord  Pembroke  raw  it  not  long 
iince  by  means  of  inch  an  order : and  he  remarked  himfelf,  knowing  that  I 
could  not  fail  doing  the  fame,  that  it  was  drange  to  fhew  the  port  to  an  Englifh 
general  and  governor  of  Portfmouth,  yet  deny  it  to  a farmer.  He  however 
allured  me,  that  the  Duke  of  Chartres  went  away  but  the  other  day  without 
being  permitted  to  fee  it.  Gretry’s  mufic  at  the  theatre,  which,  though  not 
large,  is  neat  and  even  elegant,  was  not  calculated  to  put  me  in  good  humour 5 
it  was  Panurge. — Bred:  is  a well  built  town,  with  many  regular  and  handlome 
llreets,  and  the  quay  where  many  men  of  war  are  laid  up,  and  other  fhipping,  has 
much  of  that  life  and  motion  which  animates  a fea-port. 

The  1 2 th.  Return  to  Landernau,  where,  at  the  Due  de  Chartres , which  is  the 
belt:  and  cleaned;  inn  in  the  bilhopric,  as  I was  a going  to  dinner,  the  landlord 
told  me,  there  was  a Monjieur  un  homme  comme  il faut , and  the  dinner  would  he 
better  if  we  united  ; de  tout  ?non  cceur.  He  proved  a Bas  Breton  noble,  with  his 
fword  and  a little  miferable  but  nimble  nag.  This  feigneur  was  ignorant  that 
the  Duke  de  Chartres,  the  other  day  at  Bred:,  was  not  the  duke  that  was  in  Monf. 


d’Orvillier’s  fleet.  -Take  the  road  to  Nantes. — * — 25  miles. 

The  13th.  The  country  to  Chateaulin  more  mountainous;  one -third  wafte. 
All  this  region  far  inferior  to  Leon  and  T raguer ; no  exertions,  nor  any  marks 
of  intelligence,  yet  ali  near  to  the  great  navigation  and  market  of  Bred  water, 
and  the  foil  good.  Quimper,  though  a bilhopric,  has  nothing  worth  feeing  but 
its  promenades,  which  are  among  the  fined;  in  France. 25  miles. 

The  1 4th . Leaving  Quimper,  there  feem  to  be  more  cultivated  features ; but  this 
only  for  a moment;  wades — wades — wades. — Reach  Quimperiay. — 27  miles. 

The  15th.  The  fame  fombre  country  to  F Orient,  but  with  a mixture  of 
cultivation  and  much  wood. — I found  FOrient  fo  full  of  fools,  gaping  to  fee  a 
man  of  war  launched,  that  I could  get  no  bed  for  myfelf,  nor  liable  for  my  boric 
at  the  epee  royale.  At  the  cheval  blanc , a poor  hole,  I got  my  horfe  crammed 
among  twenty  others,  like  herrings  in  a barrel,  but  could  have  no  bed.  The 
Duke  de  Brifiac,  with  a fuiteof  officers,  had  no  better  fuccefs.  If  the  governor 
of  Paris  could  not,  without  trouble,  get  a bed  at  V Orient,  no  wonder  Arthur 
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Young  found  obftacles.  I went  diredtly  to  deliver  my  letters,  found  Monf. 
Befne,  a merchant,  at  home ; he  received  me  with  a frank  civility  better  than  a 
million  of  compliments ; and  the  moment  he  understood  my  Situation,  offered 
■ me  abed  in  his  houfe,  which  I accepted.  The  Tourville,  of  84  guns,  was  to 
be  launched  at  three  o’clock,  but  put  off  till  the  next  day,  much  to  the  joy  of 
the  aubergiSles,  &c.  who  were  well  pleafed  to  fee  Such  a fwarm  of  Strangers 
kept  another  day.  I wiShed  the  Ship  in  their  throats,  for  I thought  only  of 
my  poor  mare  being  fqueezed  a night  among  the  Bretagne  garrans ; Sixpence, 
however,  to  the  garcon,  had  effects  marvelloufly  to  her  eafe.  The  town  is  mo- 
dern, and  regularly  built,  the  Streets  diverge  in  rays  from  the  gate,  and  are 
eroded  by  others  at  right  angles,  broad,  handfomely  built,  and  well  paved  j with 
manyhoufes  that  make  a good  figure.  But  what  makes  1’ Orient  more  known, 
is,  being  the  appropriated  port  for  the  commerce  of  India,  containing  all  the 
Shipping  and  magazines  of  the  company.  The  latter  are  truly  great,  and  fpeak 
the  royal  munificence  from  which  they  arofe.  They  are  of  feveral  ftories,  and 
all  vaulted  in  Slone,  in  a fplendid  Style,  and  of  vail  extent.  But  they  want,  at 
leafl  at  prefent,  like  fo  many  other  magnificent  eSlabliShments  in  France,  the 
vigour  and  vivacity  of  an  active  commerce.  The  bufinefs  tranfadting  here 
feems  trifling.  Three  84  gun  Ships,  the  Tourville,  1’Eole,  and  jean  Bart,  with 
a 32  gun  frigate,  are  upon  the  Slocks,  They  allured  me,  that  the  Tourville  has 
been  only  nine  months  building : the  Scene  is  alive,  and  fifteen  large  men  of  war 
being  laid  up  here  in  ordinary,  with  home  Xndiamen  and  a few„  traders,  render 
the  port  a pleafing  Spectacle.  There  is  a beautiful  round  tower,  100  feet  high, 
of  white  Stone,  with  a railed  gallery  at  top  5 the  proportions  light  and  agree- 
able ; it  is  for  looking  out  and  making  Signals.  My  hoipi table  merchant  I find 
a plain  unaffected  character,  with  Some  whimSical  originalities,  that  make  him 
more  interesting ; he  has  an  agreeable  daughter,  who  entertains  we  with  Sing- 
ing to  her  harp.  The  next  morning  the  Tourville  Quitted  her  frocks,  to  the 
mufic  of  the  regiments,  and  tfie  Shouts  of  ihoufands  collected  to  fee  it.  Leave 
rOrient.  Arrive  at  Hennehon. yf  miles. 

The  17th.  To  Auray,  the  eighteen  pooreSl  miles  I have  yet  feen  m Bre- 
tagne. Good  houfes  of  Slone  and  Slate,  without  glafs.  Auray  has  a little  port, 
and  Some  Sloops,  which  always  give  an  air  of  life  to  a town.  To  Vannes,  the 
country  varied,  but  landes  the  more  permanent  feature.  \ annes-  is  not  an  in- 
considerable town,  but  its  greateil  beauty  is  its  port  and  promenade,. 

The  1 8th.  To  Mufiliac.  Belleifle  with  the  Smaller  ones,  d’Hedic  and 
d’Honat,  are  in  fight.  Mufiliac,  if  it  can  boail  of  nothing  elle,  may  at  leafl 
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h S fourths 


102 


AUVERGNAC, 


fourths  of  a peck  of  corn,  and  the  whole  56 f 2 f to  the  file  and  two  to  the  gar- 
den, in  all  2s.  6d.  Pafs  landes — landes — landes — to  la  Roche  Bernard.  The 
view  of  the  river  Villaine  is  beautiful  from  the  boldnefs  of  the  fhores  ; there  are 
no  infipid  fiats  ; the  river  is  two-thirds  of  the  width  of  the  river  Thames  at  Weil- 
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minfter,  and  would  be  equal  to  any  thing  in  the  world  if  the  fhores  were 
woody,  but  they  are  the  favage  wadies  of  this  country.- 33  miles. 

The  19th.  Turned  afxde  to  Auvergnac,  the  feat  of  the  Count  de  la  Bourdo- 
naye,  to  wThom  I had  a letter  from  the  Duchefs  d’Anville,  as  a perfon  able  to 
give  me  every  fpecies  of  intelligence  relative  to  Bretagne,  having  for  five-and- 
twenty  years  been  firft  fyndic  of  the  nobleffe.  A fortuitous  jumble  of ' rocks 
and  fteeps  could  fcarcely  form  a worfe  road  than  thefe  five  miles  : could  I put  as 
much  faith  in  two  bits  of  wood  laid  over  each  other,  as  the  good  folks  of  the 
country  do,  I fhould  have  eroded  myfelf,  but  my  blind  friend,  with  the  mo  ft 
incredible  fure-footednefs,  carried  me  fafe  over  ftich  places,  that  if  I had  not  been 
in  the  conftant  habit  of  the  fadtile,  I fhould  have  fliuddered  at,  though 
guided  by  eyes  keen  as  Eclipfe’s  ; for  I fuppofe  a fine  racer,  on  whole  velocity  fo 
many  fools  have  been  ready  to  lofe  their  money,  muft  have  good  eyes,  as  well  as 
good  legs.  Such  a road,  leading  to  feveral  villages,  and  one  of  the  firft  noblemen 
of  the  province,  fhews  what  the  ftate  of  fociety  muft  be; — no  communication— 
no  neighbourhood — no  temptation  to  the  expences  which  flow  from  fociety  ; a 
mere  feclufion  to  fave  money  in  order  to  fpend  it  in  towns.  The  count  received 
me  with  great  poliienels  ; I explained  to  him  my  plan  and  motives  for  travelling 
in  France,  which  he  was  pleafed  very  warmly  to  approve,  exprefling  his  furprife 
that  I fhould  attempt  fo  large  an  undertaking,  as  fuch  a furvey  of  France,  unfup- 
ported  by  my  government ; I told  him  he  knew  very  little  of  our  government, 
if  he  fuppofed  they  would  give  a fhilling  to  any  agricultural  project  or  projector; 
that  whether  the  minuter  were  whig  or  tory  made  no  difference,  the  party  of 
the  plough  never  yet  had  one  on  its  fide;  and  that  England  has  had  many 
Colberts,  but  not  one  Sully.  This  led  to  much  interefting  converfation  on  the  ba- 
lance of  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  commerce,  and  on  the  means  of  en- 
couraging them;  and,  in  reply  to  his  enquiries,  I made  him  underftand  their  re- 
lations in  England,  and  how  our  husbandry  ilourifhed  in  fpite  of  our  minifters, 
merely  by  the  protection  which  civil  liberty  gives  to  property  : and  confequently 
that  it  was  in  a poor  fituation,  comparatively  with  what  it  would  have  been  in, 
had  it  received  the  fame  attention  as  manufactures  and  commerce.  I told  M.  de 
la  Bourdonaye  that  his  province  of  Bretagne  feemed  to  me  to  have  nothing  in 
it  but  privileges  and  poverty;  he  fmiled,  and  gave  me  fome  explanations  that  are 
important ; but  no  nobleman  can  ever  probe  this  evil  as  it  ought  to  be  done,  re- 
fill ting  as  it  does  from  the  privileges  going  to  themfelves,  and  the  poverty  to  the 
people.  He  ihewed  me  his  plantations,  which  are  very  fine  and  well  thriven, 
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ana  fhelter  him  thoroughly  on  every  fide,  even  from  the  S.  W.  fo  near  to  the 
fea  i from  his  walks  we  fee  Belleifle  and  its  neighbours,  and  a little  file  or  rock 
belonging  to  him,  which  he  fays  the  King  of  England  took  from  him  after  Sir 
Edward  Hawke’s  viftory,  but  that  his  majefty  was  kind  enough  to  leave  him 
his  ifland  after  one  night’s  pofiefiion. — — 20  miles. 

The  20  th.  Take  my  leave  of  Monfieur  and  Madame  de  la  Bourdonaye,  to 
whole  politenefs  as  well  as  friendly  attentions  I am  much  obliged.  Towards 
Nazaire  there  is  a fine  view  of  the  mouth  of  the  Loire,  from  the  rifing  grounds, 

• but  the  headlands  that  form  the  embouchure  are  low,  which  takes  off  from  that 
greatnefs  of  the  effect  which  highlands  give  to  the  mouth  of  the  Shannon. 
The  fweiiing  bofom  of  the  Atlantic  boundlefs  to  the  right.  Savanal  is  poverty 


itfelf.. 


“33  miles. 


The  2 1 ft.  Come  to  an  improvement  in  the  mldft  of  thefe  deferts,  four  good 
houfes  of  ftone  and  flats,  and  a few  acres  run  to  wretched  grafs,  which  have 
been  tilled,  but  all  fa  age,  and  become  almoft  as  rough  as  the  reft.  I was'  after- 
wards informed  that  this  improvement,  as  it  is  called,  was  wrought  by  Englifh- 
men,  at  the  expence  of  a gentleman  they  ruined  as  well  as  themfelves. — I 
demanded  how  it  had  been  done  ? Pare  and  burn,  and  few  wheat,  then  rye,  and 
then  oats.  Thus  it  is  for  ever  and  ever  ! the  fame  follies,  the  fame  blundering, 
the  fame  ignorance  * and  then  all  the  tools  in  the  country  faid,  as  they  do  now, 
that  thefe  waftes  are  good  for  nothing.  To  my  amazement  find  the  incredible 
circumftance,  that  they  reach  within  three  miles  of  the  great  commercial 
city  of  Nantes  ! This  is  a problem  and  a leftbn  to  work  at,  but  not  at  prefent. 
Arrive — go  to  the  theatre,  new  built  of  fine  white  ftone,  having  a magnificent 
portico  of  eight  elegant  Corinthian  pillars  in  front,  and  four  others,  to  feparate 
the  portico  from  a grand  vefiibule.  Within,  all  is  gold  and  painting,  and  a coup 
d’ ceil  at  entering,  that  ftruck  me  forcibly.-  It  is,  I believe,  twice  as  large  as 
Drury-Lane,  and  five  times  as  magnificent.  It  was  Sunday,  and  therefore  full. 
Mon  Dzeu  ! cried  I to  myfelf,  do  all  the  waftes,  the  deferts,  the  heath,  ling, 
furz,  broom,  and  bog,  that  I have  palled  for  300  miles,  lead  to  this  fpectacle  ? 
What  a miracle,  that  all  this  fplendour  and  wealth  of  the  cities  in  France  fhould 
be  fo  unconnected  with  the  country  ! There,  are  no  gentle  tranfitions  from  eafe. 
to  comfort,  from  comfort  to  wealth  you  pafs  at. once  from  beggary  to  profufion, 
— from  mifery  in  mud  cabins  to  Mademoifeile  St.  Hubert!  in  fplendid * fpedtacles 
at  500  liv.  a night  (21I.  17s.  6d.)  The  country  deferted,  or  if  a gentleman  in 
it,  you  find  him  in  fome  wretched  hole,  to  fave  that  money  which  is  lavished 
with  profufion  in  the  luxuries  of  a capital.* — —20  miles. 

The  2 2d.  Deliver  my  letters.  As  much  as  agriculture  is  the  chief  objeft  of 
my  journey,  it  is  necefiary  to  acquire  fach  intelligence  of  the  ftate  of  commerce, 
as  can  be.  beft  done  from  merchants,  for  abundance,  of  ufeful  information  is  to. 
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be  gained,  without  putting  any  queftions  that  a man  would  be  cautious  of  anger- 
ing, and  even  without  putting  any  queftions  at  all.  Monf.  Riedy  was  very 
polite,  and  fatisfied  many  of  my  enquiries ; I dined  once  with  him,  and  was 
pleafed  to  find  the  converfation  take  an  important  turn  on  the  relative  fituations 
of  France  and  England  in  trade,  particularly  in  the  Weft-Indies.  I had  a letter 
alfo  to  Monf.  Epivent,  conjilier  in  the  parliament  of  Rennes,  whofe  brother, 
Monf.  Epivent  de  la  Villefhoifnet,  is  a very  confiderable  merchant  here. 
was  not  pofiible  for  any  perfon  to  be  more  obliging  than  thefe  two  gentlemen  • 
their  attentions  to  me  were  marked  and  friendly,  and  rendered  a few  days  .refidence 
here  equally  inftrubtive  and  agreeable.  The  town  has  that  fign  of  profperity  of 
new  buildings,  which  never  deceives.  The  quarter  of  the  comedie  is  magnifi- 
cent, all  the  ftreets  at  right  angles  and  of  white  ftone.  I am  in  doubt  whether 
the  hotel  de  Henri  IV.  is  not  the  fineft  inn  in  Europe : Deffein’s  at  Calais  is  larger, 
but  neither  built,  fitted  up,  nor  furnifhed  like  this,  which  is  new.  It  coft 
400,000!.  liv.  (17, 500!.  furnifhed,  and  is  let  at  1 4,000  liv.  per  arm.  (612I.  10s.) 
wfith  no  rent  for  the  firft  year.  It  contains  60  beds  for  mafters,  and  25  ftalls  for 
horfes.  Some  of  the  apartments  of  two  rooms,  very  neat,  are  6 liv.  a day ; one 
good  3 liv.  but  for  merchants  5 liv.  per  diem  for  dinner,  ftipper,  wine,  and 
chamber,  and  3 5 f for  his  horfe.  It  is,  without  comparifon,  the  firft  inn  I have 
feen  in  France,  and  very,  cheap . It  is  in  a fmall  fquare  clore  to  the  theatre,  as 
convenient  for  pleafare  or  trade  as  the  votaries  of  either  can  with.  The  theati*e 
coft  450,000  liv.  and  lets  to  the  comedians  at  17,000  liv.  a year ; it  holds,  when 
full,  to  the  value  of  120  louis  dor.  The  land  the  inn  ftands  on  was 
bought  at  9 liv.  a foot:  in  feme  parts  of  the  city  it  fells  as  high  as  15  liv. 
This  value  of  the  ground  induces  them  to  build  fe  high  as  to  be  deftrudtive  of 
beauty.  The  quay  has  nothing  remarkable  ; the  river  is  choaked  with  iilands, 
but  at  the  furtheft  part  next  to  the  fea  is  a large  range  of  houfes  regularly 
fronted.  An  inftitution  common  in  the  great  commercial  towns  of  France,  but 
particularly  ffourifhing  in  Nantes,  is  a chambre  de  lediure , or  what  we  fhould  call  a 
book-club,  that  does  not  divide  its  books,  but  forms  a library.  There  are  three 
rooms,  one  for  reading,  another  for  converfation,  and  the  third  is  the  library ; 
good  fires  in  winter  are  provided,  and  wax  candles.  Meffrs.  Epivent  had  the 
goodnefs  to  attend  me  on  a water  expedition,  to  view  the  eftablifhment  of  Mr. 
Wilkinfen,  for  boring  cannon,  in  an  ifland  in  the  Loire  below  Nantes.  Until 
that  well  known  Englifh  manufacturer  arrived,  the  French  knew  nothing  of  the 
art  of  calling  cannon  folid,  and  then  boring  them.  Mr.  Wilkinfon’s  machinery, 
for  boring  four  cannons,  is  now  at  work,  moved  by  tide  wheels  ; but  they  have 
erected  a fleam  engine,  with  a new  apparatus  for  boring  feven  more;  M.  de 
la  Motte,  who  has  the  direction  of  the  whole,  {hewed  us  alfo  a model  of  this 
engine,  about  fix  feet  long,  five  high,  and  four  or  five  broad ; which  he  worked 
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for  us,  by  making  a fmall  fire  under  the  boiler  that  is  not  bigger  than  a large 
tea-kettle ; one  of  the  bed  machines  for  a travelling  philofopher  that  I have  feen. 
Nantes  is  as  enfiammee  in  the  caufe  of  liberty,  as  any  town  in  France  can  he  ; 
the  converfations  I witnefled  here  prove  how  great  a change  is  effected  in  the 
minds  of  the  French,  nor  do  I believe  it  will  be  pofiible  for  the  prefen  t govern- 
ment to  lab  half  a century  longer,  unlefs  the  cleared:  and  mod:  decided  talents 
be  at  the  helm.  The  American  revolution  has  laid  the  foundation  of  another  in 
France,  if  government  do  not  take  care  of  itfelf  *.  Upon  the  23d  one  of  the 
twelve  prifoners  from  the  Baftile  arrived  here-— he  was  the  mod:  violent  of  them 
all— and  his  imprifonment  has  been  far  enough  from  filencing  him. 

The  25th.  It  was  not  without  regret  that  I quitted  a fociety  both  intelli- 
gent and  agreeable,  nor  diould  I feel  comfortably  if  I did  not  hope  to  fee  MefFrs. 
Epivents  again ; I have  little  chance  of  being  at  Nantes,  but  if  they  come  a 
fecond  time  to  England,  I have  a promife  of  feeing  them  at  Bradfield,  The 
younger  of  thefe  gentlemen  fpent  a fortnight  with  Lord  Shelburne  at  Bowood, 
which  he  remembers  with  much  pleafure ; Colonel  Barreand  Dr.  Prieitley  were 
there  at  the  fame  time.  To  Ancenis  is  all  inclofed:  for  feven  miles  many 
feats. — - — 22-1  miles. 

The  26th.  To  the  fcene  of  the  vintage  I had  not  before  been  witnefs  to  fo 
much  advantage  as  here;  lad  autumn  the  heavy  rains  made  it  a melancholy  bu- 
finefs.  At  prelent,  all  is  life  and  activity.  The  country  all  thickly  and  well 
inclofed.  Glorious  view  of  the  Loire  from  a village,  the  lad  of  Bretagne, 
where  is  a great  barrier  acrofs  the  road  and  cudom-houfes,  to  fearch  every 
thing  coming  thence.  The  Loire  here  takes  the  appearance  of  a lake  large 
enough  to  be  interebing.  There  is  on  both  fides  an  accompanyment  of  wood, 
which  is  not  univerfal  on  this  river.  The  addition  of  towns,  beeples,  wind- 
mills, and  a great  range  of  lovely  country,  covered  with  vines ; the  character 
gay  as  well  as  noble.  Enter  Anjou.  Pafs  St.  George.  For  ten  miles  quit 
the  Loire  and  meet  it  again  at  Angers.  Letters  from  Monf.  de  Broufionet;  but 
he  is  unable  to  inform  me  in  what  part  of  Anjou  was  the  refidence  of  the  Mar- 
quis de  Tourbiily;  to  find  out  that  nobleman’s  farm,  where  he  made  thofe  ad- 
mirable improvements,  which  he  defcribes  in  the  Memoire  fur  les  defrichemens , 
was  fuch  an  objedt  to  me,  that  I was  determined  to  go  to  the  place,  let  the  dis- 
tance out  of  my  way  be  what  it  might.- — — 30  miles. 

The  27th.  Among  my  letters,  one  to  Monf.  de  la  Livoniere,  perpetual  fe- 
cretary  of  the  Society  of  Agriculture  here.  I found  he  was  at  his  country-feat, 
two  leagues  off  at  Mignianne.  On  my  arrival,  he  was  fitting  down  to  dinner 

* It  wanted  no  great  fpirit  of  prophecy  to  foretel  this ; but  latter  events  have  fliewn  that  I was 
very  wide  of  the  mark  when  I talked  of  fifty  years. 
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with  his  family  ; not  being  pail  twelve,  I thought  to  have  efcaped  this  awkward- 
nefs ; but  both  he  himfelef  and  Madame  prevented  all  embarraffment  by  very 
unaffectedly  defiring  me  to  partake  with  them ; and  making  not  the  lead  de- 
rangement either  in  table  or  looks,  placed  me  at  once  at  my  eafe,  to  an  indif- 
ferent dinner,  garnifhed  with  fo  much  chearfulnefs,  that  I found  it  a repaft  more 
to  my  tafte  than  the  mofl  fplendid  tables  could  afford.  An  Englifh  family  in 
the  country,  fimilar  in  fituation,  taken  unawares  in  the  fame  way,  would  receive 
you  with  an  unquiet  hofpitality,  and  an  anxious  politenefs ; and  after  waiting 
for  a hurry-fcurry  derangement  of  cloth,  table,  plates,  fldeboard,  pot,  and  fpit, 
would  give  you  perhaps  fo  good  a dinner,  that  none  of  the  family,  between 
anxiety  and  fatigue,  could  fupply  one  word  of  converfation,  and  you  would 
depart  under  cordial  wifhes  that  you  might  never  return.  This  folly,  fo  com- 
mon in  England,  is  never  met  with  in  France:  the  French  are  quiet  in  their 
houfes,  and  do  things  without  effort. — Monf.  Livoniere  converfed  with  me 
much  on  the  plan  of  my  travels,  which  he  commended  greatly,  but  thought  it 
very  extraordinary  that  neither  government,  nor  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  nor 
the  Academy  of  Agriculture,  fhould  at  leafl  be  at  the  expeitce  of  my  journey. 
This  idea  is  purely  French ; they  have  no  notion  of  private  people  going  out  of 
their  way  for  the  public  good,  without , being  paid  by  the  public ; nor  could  he 
well  comprehend  me,  when  I told  him  that  every  thing  is  well  done  in  England, 
except  what  is  done  with  public  money.  I was  greatly  concerned  to  find  that 
he  could  give  no  intelligence  concerning  the  refidence  of  the  late  Marquis  de 
Tourbilly,  as  it  would  be  a provoking  circum fiance  to  pafs  through  all  the 
province  without  finding  his  houfe,  and  afterward  hear  perhaps  that  I had  been 
ignorantly  within  a few  miles  of  it.  In  the  evening  return  to  Angers. — 20  miles. 

The  28th.  To  La  Fleche.  The  chateau  of  Duretal,  belonging  to  the 
Duchefs  d’Efliffac,  is  boldly  fituated  above  the  little  town  of  that  name,  and  on 
the  banks  of  a beautiful  river,  the  Hopes  to  'which  that  hang  to  the  fouth  are 
covered  with  vines.  The  country  chearful,  dry,  and  pleafant  for  refidence.  I 
enquired  here  of  feveral  gentlemen  for  the  refidence  of  the  Marquis  de  Tour- 
billy,  but  all  in  vain.  The  30  miles  to  La  Fleche  the  road  is  a noble  one,  of 
gravel,  fmooth,  and  kept  in  admirable  order.  La  Fleche  is  a neat,  clean,  little 
town,  not  ill  built,  on  the  navigable  river  that  flows  to  Duretal;  but  the  trade 
is  inconfiderable.  My  fir  ft  bufinefs  here,  as  every  wrhere  elfe  in  Anjou,  was 
to  enquire  for  the  refidence  of  the  Marquis  de  Tourbilly.  I repeated  my  en- 
quiries till  I found  that  there  wras  a place  not  far  from  La  Fleche,  called  Tour- 
billy, but  not  what  I wanted,  as  there  was  no  Monf.  de  Tourbilly  there, 
hut  a Marquis  de  Galway,  who  inherited  Tourbilly  from  his  father.  This 
perplexed  me  more  and  more;  and  I renewed  my  enquiries  with  fo  much  eager- 
nefs,  that  feveral  people,  I believe,  thought  me  half  mad.  At  laft  I met  with 
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sn  ancient  lady  who  folved  my  difficulty;  die  informed  me,  that  Tourhiily, 
about  twelve  miles  from  La  Fleche,  was  the  place  I was  in  fearch  of:  that  it 
belonged  to  the  marquis  of  that  name,  who  had  written  fome  books  the  be- 
lieved; that  he  died  twenty  years  ago  infolvent;  that  the  father  of  the  prefent 
Marquis  de  Galway  bought  the  edate.  This  was  fufficient  for  my  purpofe ; I 
determined  to  take  a guide  the  next  morning,  and,  as  I could  not  vifit  the  mar- 
quis, at  lead:  fee  the  remains  of  his  improvements.  The  news,  however,  that 
he  died  infolvent,  hurt  me  very  much ; it  was  a bad  commentary  on  his  book, 
and  I forelaw,  that  whoever  I Ihould  find  at  Tourbilly,  would  be  full  of  ridicule 

on  a hulbandry  that  proved  the  lofs  of  the  edate  on  which  it  was  practifed. 

30  miles. 

The  29th.  This  morning  I executed  my  project ; my  guide  was  a countryman 
with  a good  pair  of  legs,  who  conducted  me  acrofs  a range  of  fuch  ling  wades 
as  the  marquis  fpeaks  of  in  his  memoir.  They  appear  boundlefs  here;  and 
I was  told  that  I could  travel  many — many  days,  and  fee  nothing  elfe : what 
fields  of  improvement  to  make,  not  to  lofe  edates ! At  laid  we  arrived  at  Tourbilly, 
a poor  village,  of  a few  fcattered  houfes,  in  a vale  between  two  riling  grounds, 
which  are  yet  heath  and  wade ; the  chateau  in  the  midft,  with  plantations  of  fine 
poplars  leading  to  it.  I cannot  eafily  exprefs  the  anxious  inquifitive  curiofity  I felt 
to  examine  every  fcrap  of  the  ellate ; no  hedge  or  tree,  no  bulh  but  what  was 
interelling  to  me;  I had  read  the  tranllation  of  the  marquis’s  hillory  of  his 
improvements  in  Mr.  Mill’s  hulbandry,  and  thought  it  the  moil  interelling 
morfel  I had  met  with,  long  before  I procured  the  original  Memoire  fur  les  defri~ 
chemens ; and  determined,  that  if  ever  I Ihould  go  to  France,  to  view  improve- 
ments the  recital  of  which  had  given  me  fuch  pleafure.  I had  neither  letter  nor 
introduction  to  the  prefent  owner,  the  Marquis  de  Galway.  I therefore  dated 
to  him  the  plain  faCt,  that  I had  read  Monf.  de  T ourbilly’s  book  with  fo  much 
pleafure,  that  I wifhed  much  to  view  the  improvements  defcrihed  in  it;  he 
anfwered  me  direCtly  in  good  Englilh,  received  me  with  luch  cordiality  of  polite- 
nefs,  and  fuch  expreffions  of  regard  for  the  purport  of  my  travels,  that  he  put 
me  perfectly  in  humour  with  myfelf,  and  confequently  with  all  around  me. 
He  ordered  breakfad  a V Anglois ; gave  orders  for  a man  to  attend  us  in  our  walk, 
who  I defired  might  be  the  olded  labourer  to  be  found  of  the  late  Marquis  de 
Tourbilly ’s.  I was  plealed  to  hear  that  one  was  alive  who  had  worked  with  him 
from  the  beginning  of  his  improvement.  At  breakfad  Monf.  de  Galway  intro- 
duced me  to  his  brother,  who  alfo  fpoke  Englilh,  and  regretted  that  he  could 
not  do  the  fame  to  Madame 'de  Galway,  who  was  confined  to  her  chamber:  he 
then  gave  me  an  account  of  his  father’s  acquiring  the  edate  and  chateau  of  Tour- 
billy. His  great-grand-father  came  to  Bretagne  with  King  James  II.  when  he 
fied  from  the  Englilh  throne;  fome  of  the  fame  family  are  dill  living  in  the 
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county  of  Cork,  particularly  at  Lotta.  His  father  was  famous  in  that  province 
for  his  fkill  in  agriculture ; and,  as  a reward  for  an  improvement  he  had  wrought 
on  the  landes , the  hates  of  the  province  gave  him  a wafte  trad:  in  the  ifland 
of  Belleifle,  which  at  prefent  belongs  to  his  fon.  Hearing  that  the  Marquis 
de  Tourbilly  was  totally  ruined,  and  his  eftates  in  Anjou  to  be  fold  by  the  cre- 
ditors, he  viewed  them,  and  finding  the  land  very  improveable,  made  the  pur- 
chafe,  giving  about  15,000  louis  d’ors  for  Tourbilly,  a price  which  made  the 
acquifition  highly  advantageous,  notwithfeanding  his  having  bought  feme  law- 
fuits  with  the  efeate.  It  is  about  3000  arpents,  nearly  contiguous,  the  feigneury 
of  two  parifhes,  with  the  haute  jufiice , &c.  a handfome,  large,  and  convenient 
chateau,  offices  very  compleat,  and  many  plantations,  the  work  of  the  celebrated 
man  concerning  whom  my  enquiries  were  direded.  I was  almofe  breathlefs 
on  the  quefeion  of  fo  great  an  improver  being  ruined!  “ You  are  unhappy  that 
a man  fhould  be  ruined  by  an  art  you  love  fo  much.”  Precifely  fo.  But  he 
eafed  me  in  a moment,  by  adding,  that  if  the  marquis  had  done  nothing  but 
farm  and  improve,  he  had  never  been  ruined.  One  day,  as  he  was  boring  to 
find  marl,  his  ill  fears  difcovered  a vein  of  earth,  perfectly  white,  which  on  trial 
did  not  effervefce  with  acids.  It  feruck  him  as  an  acquifition  for  porcelain — 
he  fhewed  it  to  a manufacturer — it  was  pronounced  excellent : the  marquis’s 
imagination  took  fire,  and  he  thought  of  converting  the  poor  village  of  Tour- 
billy into  a town,  by  a fabric  of  china — he  went  to  work  on  his  own  account 
— railed  buildings — and  got  together  all  that  was  neceffary,  except  fkill  and 
capital. — In  fine,  he  made  good  porcelain,  was  cheated  by  his  agents,  and  peo- 
ple, and  at  lafe  ruined.  A foap  manufactory,  which  he  efeablifhed  alfo,  as  well 
as  fome  law-fuits  relative  to  other  eftates,  had  their  fhare  in  caufing  his  misfor- 
tunes : his  creditors  feized  the  efeate,  but  permitted  him  to  adminifeer  it  till  his 
death,  when  it  was  fold.  The  only  part  of  the  tale  that  leffened  my  regret 
tvas,  that,  though  married,  he  left  no  family ; fo  that  his  allies  will  fleep  in 
peace,  v/ithout  his  memory  being  reviled  by  an  indigent  pofeerity.  His  an- 
ceftors  acquired  the  efeate  by  marriage  in  the  fourteenth  century.  His  agri- 
cultural improvements,  Monf.  Galway  obferved,  certainly  did  not  hurt  him  ; 
they  were  not  well  done,  nor  well  fupported  by  himfelf,  but  they  rendered  the 
efeate  more  valuable ; and  he  never  heard  that  they  had  brought  him  into  any 
difficulties.  I cannot  but  obferve  here,  that  there  feems  a fatality  to  attend 
country  gentlemen  whenever  they  attempt  trade  or  manufactures.  In  England  I 
never  knew  a man  of  landed  property,  with  the  education  and  habits  of  landed 
proprietors,  attempt  either,  but  they  were  infallibly  ruined;  or,  if  not  ruined, 
confiderahly  hurt  by  them.  Whether  it  be  that  the  ideas  and  principles  of  trade 
have  iomething  in  them  repugnant  to  the  fentiments  which  ought  to  flow 
from  education — or  whether  the  habitual  inattention  of  country  gentlemen 
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to  fmall  gains  and  brings,  which  are  the  foul  of  trade,  render  their  fucceis  im~ 
pobible;  from  whatever  it  may  arile,  the  fadt  is,  not  one  in  a million  fucceeds. 
Agriculture,  in  the  improvement  of  their  ebates,  is  the  only  proper  and  legiti- 
n mate  fphere  of  their  indubry  - and  though  ignorance  renders  this  fometimes 
dangeious,  yet  they  can  with  fafety  attempt  no  other.  The  old  labourer,  whole 
-name  is  Piron  (as  propitious  I hope  to  farming  as  to  wit),  being  arrived,  we 
dallied  forth  to  tread  what  to  me  was  a fort  of  clabic  ground.  I lhall  dwell  but 
little  on  the  particulars  : they  make  a much  better  figure  in  the  Msmoire  fur  les 
defrichemens  than  at  Tourbilly;  the  meadows,  even  near  the  chateau,  are  yet 
very  rough;  the  general  features  are  rough:  but  the  alleys  of  poplars,  of  which 
he  fpeaks  in  the  memoirs,  are  nobly  grown  indeed,  and  do  credit  to  his  memory; 
they  are  60  or  70  feet  high,  and  in  girt  a foot : the  willows  are  equal.  Why  were 
they  not  oak  ? to  have  tranfmitted  to  the  farming  travellers  of  another  century 
the  pleafure  I feel  in  viewing  the  more  perifhable  poplars  of  the  prefent  time — • 
the  caufeways  near  the  cable  mult  have  been  arduous  works.  The  mulberries 
are  in  a bate  of  neglect ; Monf.  Galway’s  father  not  being  fond  of  that  culture, 
debroyed  many,  but  fome  hundreds  remain,  and  I was  told  that  the  poor  people 
had  made  as  far  as  251b.  of  blk,  but  none  attempted  at  prefent.  The  meadows 
had  been  drained  and  improved  near  the  chateau  to  the  amount  of  50  or  60 
arpents,  they  are  now  rubiy,  but  yet  valuable  in  fuch  a country.  Near  them  is 
a wood  of  Bourdeaux  pines,  fown  3 5 years  ago,  and  now  worth  five  or  fix  liv* 
each.  I walked  into  the  boggy  bit  that  produced  the  great  cabbages  he  men- 
tioned, it  joins  a large  and  mob  improveable  bottom.  Piron  informed  me 
that  the  marquis  pared  and  burnt  about  100  arpents  in  all,  and  folded  250 
bleep.  On  our  return  to  the  chateau,  Monf.  de  Galway,  finding  what  an  enthu- 
liab  I was  in  agriculture,  fearched  among  his  papers  to  find  a manufcript  of  the; 
Marquis  de  Tourbilly’s,  written  with  his  own  hand,  which  he  had  the  goodnefs 
to  make  me  a prefent  of,  and  which  I brail  keep  amongb  my  curiofities  in  agri- 
culture. The  polite  reception  I had  .met  from  Monf.  Galway,  and  the  friendly 
attention  he  had  given  to  my  views,  entering  into  the  fpirit  of  my  purfuit,  and 
wilhing  to  promote  it,  would  have  induced  me  very  cheerfully  to  have  accepted 
his  invitation  of  remaining  fome  days  with  him ; had  I not  been  apprehenfive 
that  the  moment  of  Madame  Galway’s  being  in  bed,  would  render  fuch  an  un- 
looked for  vifit  inconvenient.  I took  my  leave  therefore  in  the  evening-,  and 
returned  to  La  Fleche  by  a different  road.- 25  miles. 

The  30th.  A quantity  of  moors  to  Le  Mans;  they  abured  me  at  Guerces^ 
that  they  are  here  60  leagues  in  circumference,  with  no  great  interruptions..  At 
Le  Mans  I was  unlucky  in  Monf.  Tournai,  fecretary  to  the  Society  of  Agricul- 
ture, being  ahfent. 28  miles. 

October  i.  Towards  Alencon,  the  country  a contrab  to  what  I palTed: 
yeberday;  good  land,  well  inclofed,  well  built,  and  tolerably  cultivated^  with 
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marling.  A noble  road  of  dark  coloured  Rone,  apparently  ferruginous,  that 
binds  well.  Near  Beaumont  vineyards  in  light  on  the  hills,  and  thefe  are  the 
laR  in  thus  travelling  northwards;  the  whole  country  finely  watered  by  rivers 
and  Rreams,  yet  no  irrigation.^ 30  miles. 

The  2d.  Four  miles  to  Nouant,  of  rich  herbage,  under  bullocks. — 28  miles. 

The  3d.  From  Gace  towards  Bernay.  Pafs  the  Marechal  Due  de  Brog- 
lio’s  chateau  at  Broglio,  which  is  furrounded  by  fuch  a multiplicity  of  dipt 
hedges,  double,  treble,  and  quadruple,  that  he  mull  half  maintain  the  poor  of 
the  little  town  by  clipping. 25  miles. 

The  4th.  Leave  Bernay;  where,  and  at  other  places  in  this  country,  are 
many  mud  walls,  made  of  rich  red  loam,  thatched  at  top,  and  well  planted  with 
fruit  trees : a hint  very  well  worth  copying  in  England,  where  brick  and  Rone 
are  dear.  Come  to  one  of  the  richefi  countries  in  France,  or  indeed  in  Eurone. 
There  are  few  finer  views  than  the  firfi  of  Elbeuf,  from  the  eminence  above  it, 
which  is  high;  the  town  at  your  feet  in  the  bottom;  on  one  fide  the  Seine  pre- 
fents  a noble  reach,  broken  by  wooded  ifiands,  and  an  immenfe  amphitheatre  of 
hill,  covered  with  a prodigious  wood,  furrounding  the  whole. 

The  5th.  To  Rouen,  where  I found  the  hotel  royal , a contrafi  to  that  dirty, 
impertinent,  cheating  hole  the  pomme  de  pin.  In  the  evening  to  the  theatre, 
which  is  not  fo  large  I think  as  that  of  Nantes,  but  not  comparable  in  elegance 
or  decoration;  it  is fombre  and  dirty.  Gretry’s  Caravanne  de  Caire , the  mufic 
of  which,  though  too  much  chorus  and  noife,  has  fome  tender  and  pleafing  paf- 
fages.  I like  it  better  than  any  other  piece  I have  heard  of  that  celebrated  com- 
pofer.  The  next  morning  waited  on  Monf.  Scanegatty,  profeJJ'eur  de  phyjiyue 
dans  la  Societe  Roy  ale  dd  Agriculture ; he  received  me  with  politenefs.  He  has 
a confiderable  room  furnifhed  with  mathematical  and  philosophical  infiruments 
and  models.  He  explained  fome  of  the  latter  to  me  that  are  of  his  own  inven- 
tion, particularly  one  of  a furnace  for  calcining  gypfum,  which  is  brought  here 
in  large  quantities  from  Montmartre.  Waited  on  Meffrs.  Midy,  Roffecand  Co. 
the  moR  confiderable  wool  merchants  in  France,  who  were  fo  kind  as  to  fhew 
me  a great  variety  of  wools,  from  moR  of  the  European  countries,  and  permitted 
me  to  take  fpecimens.  The  next  morning  I went  to  Darnetal,  where  Monf. 
Curmer  fhewed  me  his  manufacture.  Return  to  Rouen,  and  dined  with  Monf. 
Portier,  diredleur  general  des  fermes , to  whom  I had  brought  a letter  from  the 
Due  de  la  Rochefoucauld.  The  converfation  turned,  among  other  fubjedts,  on 
the  want  of  new  Rreets  at  Rouen,  on  companion  with  Havre,  Nantes,  and  Bour- 
deaux ; at  the  latter  places  it  was  remarked,  that  a merchant  makes  a fortune  in 
ten  or  fifteen  years,  and  builds ; but  at  Rouen,  it  is  a commerce  of  ceconomy,  in 
which  a man  does  not  grow  rich  fo  foon,  and  therefore  unable  with  prudence  to 
make  the  fame  exertions.  Every  perfon  at  table  agreed  in  another  point  which 
was  difcuiled,  that  the  wine  provinces  are  the  pooreR  in  all  France : I urged  the 
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produce  being  greater  per  arpent  by  far  than  of  other  lands ; they  infilled  how- 
ever on  the  fad:  as  generally  known  and  admitted.  In  the  evening  at  the  theatre, 
Madame  du  Frefne  entertained  me  greatly ; fhe  is  an  excellent  adirefs,  never  over- 
does her  parts,  and  makes  one  feel  by  feeling  herfelf.  The  more  I fee  of  the  French 
theatre,  the  more  I am  forced  to  acknowledge  the  fuperiority  to  our  own,  in  the 
number  of  good  performers,  and  in  the  fewnefs  of  bad  ones ; and  in  the  quantity 
of  dancers,  fingers,  and  perfons  on  whom  the  bufinefs  of  the  theatre  depends, 
all  eflablifhed  on  a great  fcale.  I remark,  in  the  fentiments  that  are  applauded, 
the  fame  generous  feelings  in  the  audience  in  France,  that  have  many  times  in 
England  put  me  in  good  humour  with  my  countrymen.  We  are  too  apt  to 
hate  the  French ; for  myfelf  I fee  many  reafons  to  be  pleafed  with  them ; attri- 
buting faults  very  much  to  their  government ; perhaps  in  our  own,  our  rough- 
nefs  and  want  of  good  temper  are  to  be  traced  to  the  fame  origin. 

The  8 th.  My  plan  had  for  fome  time  been  to  go  direddy  to  England,  on 
leaving  Rouen,  for  the  pod-offices  had  been  cruelly  uncertain.  I had  received 
no  letters  for  fome  time  from  my  family,  though  I had  written  repeatedly  to 
urge  it;  they  paffed  to  a perfon  at  Paris  who  was  to  forward  them;  but  fome 
careleffnefs,  or  other  caufe,  impeded  all,  at  a time  that  others,  direded  to  the 
towns  I paffed,  came  regularly ; I had  fears  that  fome  of  my  family  were  ill,  and 
that  they  would  not  write  bad  news  to  me  in  a fituation  where  knowing  the 
worfl  could  have  no  influence  in  changing  it  for  better.  But  the  defire  I had  to 
accept  the  invitation  to  La  Roche  Guyon,  of  the  Duchefs  d’Anville  and  the 
Due  de  la  Rochefoucauld,  prolonged  my  journey,  and  I fet  forward  on  this  fur- 
ther excurfion.  A truly  noble  view  from  the  road  above  Rouen ; the  city  at 
orje  end  of  the  vale,  with  the  river  flowing  to  it  perfectly  chequered  with 
ifles  of  wood.  The  other  divides  into  two  great  channels,  between  which  the 
vale  is  all  fpread  with  iilands,  fome  arable,  fome  meadow,  and  much  wood  on 
all.  Pafs  Pont  1’Arch  to  Louviers.  I had  letters  for  the  celebrated  manufac- 
turer Monf.  Decretot,  who  received  me  with  a kindnefs  that  ought  to  have  fome 
better  epithet  than  polite;  he  fhewed  me  his  fabric,  unqueflionably  the  jfirfl 
woollen  one  in  the  world,  if  fuccefs,  beauty  of  fabric,  and  an  inexhauflible  in- 
vention to  fupply  with  tafle  all  the  cravings  of  faTxcy,  can  give  the  merit  of  fuch 
fuperiority.  Perfection  goes  no  further  than  the  Vigonia  cloths  of  Monf.  De= 
cretot,  at  no  liv.  (4I.  16s.  3d.)  the  aulne.  He  fhewed  me  his  cotton-mills 
alfo,  under  the  direction  of  two  Englifhmen.  Near  Louviers  is  a manufacture 
of  copper-plates  for  the  bottoms  of  the  King’s  fhips ; a colony  of  Englifhmen. 
I flipped  with  Monf.  Decretot,  palling  a very  pleafant  evening  in  the  comoany 
of  fome  agreeable  ladies. 1 y miles. 

The  9th.  By  Gaillon  to  Vernon;  the  vale  flat  rich  arable.  Among  the 
»otes  I had  long  ago  taken  of  objects  to  fee  in  France,  was  the  plantation  of 
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mulberries,  and  the  filk  eflablilhment  of  the  Marechal  de  Belleiile,  at  Bifiy, 
near  Vernon ; the  attempts  repeatedly  made  by  the  fociety  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  arts,  at  London,  to  introduce  filk  into  England,  had  made  the 
limilar  undertakings  in  the  north  of  France  more  interefting.  I accordingly 
made  all  the  enquiries  that  were  necefiary  for  difcovering  the  iuccefs  of  this 
meritorious  attempt.  Billy  is  a line  place,  purchafed  on  the  death  of  the  Due 
de  Belleiile  by  the  Due  de  Penthievre,  who  has  but  one  amufement,  which  is 
that  of  varying  his  relidence  at  the  numerous  feats  he  polfelTes  in  many  parts  of 
the  kingdom.  There  is  fomething  rational  in  this  taile;  I fhould  like  myfelf 
to  have  a fcore  of  farms  from  the  vale  of  Valencia  to  the  Highlands  of  Scot- 
land, and  to  vifit  and  diredt  their  cultivation  by  turns.  From  Vernon,  crofs 
the  Seine,  and  mount  the  chalk  hills  again ; after  which  to  La  Roche  Guyon, 
the  moll  lingular  place  I have  feen.  Madame  a’Anville  and  the  Due  de  la 
Rochefoucauld  received  me  in  a manner  that  would  have  made  me  pleafed  with 
the  place  had  it  been  in  the  midh  of  a bog.  It  gave  me  pleafure  to  find  alfo  the 
Duchefs  de  la  Rochefoucauld  here,  with  whom  I had  palled  fo  much  agreeable 
time  at  Bagnere  de  Luchon,  a thoroughly  good  woman,  with  that  fimplicity  of 
character,  which  is  too  often  banilhed  by  pride  of  family  or  foppery  of  rank. 
The  Abbe  Rochon,  the  celebrated  aftronomer,  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  with 
fome  other  company,  which,  with  the  domellics  and  trappings  of  a grand  feig- 
neur,  gave  La  Roche  Guyon  exadtly  the  refemblance  of  the  relidence  of  a great 
lord  in  England.  Europe  is  now  fo  much  allimilated,  that  if  one  go  to  a houfe 
where  the  fortune  is  15  or  2o,oool.  a-year,  we  lhall  find  in  the  mode  of  living 
much  more  refemblance  than  a young  traveller  wall  ever  be  prepared  to  look 
for.- — —23  miles. 

The  10th.  This  is  one  of  the  moll;  lingular  places  I have  been  at.  The 
chalk  rock  has  been  cut  perpendicularly,  to  make  room  for  the  chateau.  The 
kitchen,  which  is  a large  one,  vafi:  vaults,  and  extenlive  cellars  (which,  by  the 
way,  are  magnificently  filled),  with  various  other  offices,  are  all  cut  out  of  the 
rock,  with  merely  fronts  of  brick;  the  houfe  is  large,  containing  thirty-eight 
apartments , The  prefent  duchefs  has  added  a handfome  faloon  of  forty -eight  feet 
long,  and  well  proportioned,  with  four  fine  tablets  of  the  Gobelin  tapefixy,  alfo 
a library  well  filled.  Here  I was  fhewn  the  ink-fland  that  belonged  to  the 
famous  Louvois,  the  minifier  of  Louis  XIV.  known  to  be  the  identical  one 
from  which  he  figned  the  revocation  of  the  edidt  of  Nantes,  and  I fuppofe 
alfo  the  order  to  Turenne  to  burn  the  Palatinate.  This  Marquis  de  Louvois 
was  grandfather  to  the  two  Duchefies  d’Anviile  and  d’Efliffac,  who  inherited  all 
his  eitate,  as  wrell  as  their  own  family  fortune  of  the  houfe  of  La  Roche- 
foucauld, from  which  family  I conceive,  and  not  from  Louvois,  they  inhe- 
rited their  difpofitions.  From  the  principal  apartment,  there  is  a balcony  that 

leads 


ROUEN. 


*T3 

leads  to  the  walks  which  terpentine  up  the  mountain.  Like  moft  French  feats, 
there  is  a town,  and  a great potager  to  remove,  before  it  would  be  confonant  with 
Englifh  ideas.  Bifty,  the  Due  de  Penthievre’s,  is  juft;  the  lame ; before  the 
chateau  there  is  a gently  falling  vale  with  a little  ftream  through  it,  that  admits 
of  the  greateft  improvements  in  refpedt  to  lawn  and  water,  but  in  full  front  of 
the  houfe  they  have  placed  a great  kitchen-garden,  with  walls  enough  for  a 
fortrefs.  The  houfes  of  the  poor  people  here,  as  on  the  Loire  in  Touraine, 
are  burrowed  into  the  chalk  rock,  and  have  a lingular  appearance : here  are 
two  ftreets  of  them,  one  above  another ; they  are  after  ted  by  fome  to  be  whole- 
fome,  warm  in  winter,  and  cool  in  fummer ; but  others  thought  they  were  bad 
for  the  health  of  the  inhabitants.  The  Due  de  la  Rochefoucauld  had  the  kind- 
nefs  to  order  his  fteward  to  give  me  all  the  information  I wanted  relative  to  the 
agriculture  of  the  country,  and  to  fpeak  to  fuch  perfons  as  were  neceftary  on  points 
that  he  was  in  doubt  about.  At  an  Englifh  nobleman’s  houfe,  there  would  have 
been  three  or  four  farmers  afked  to  meet  me,  who  would  have  dined  with  the  fa- 
mily amongft  ladies  of  the  firft  rank.  I do  not  exaggerate,  when  I fay,  that  I have 
had  this  at  leaft  an  hundred  times  in  the  firft  houfes  of  our  iflands.  It  is,  how- 
ever, a thing  that,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  manners  in  France,  would  not  be  met 
with  from  Calais  to  Bayonne,  except  by  chance  in  the  houfe  of  fome  great  lord 
that  had  been  much  in  England*,  and  then  not  unlefs  it  were  afked  for.  The 
nobility  in  France  have  no  more  idea  of  pradtifing  agriculture,  and  making  it  an 
objedt  of  converfation,  except  on  the  mere  theory,  as  they  would  fpeak  of  a loom 
or  a bowfprit,  than  of  any  other  objedt  the  moft  remote  from  their  habits  and 
purfuits.  I do  not  fo  much  blame  them  for  this  negledt,  as  I do  that  herd  of 
vifionary  and  abfurd  writers  on  agriculture,  who,  from  their  chambers  in  cities, 
have,  with  an  impertinence  almoft  incredible,  deluged  France  with  nonfenfe  and 
theory,  enough  to  difguft  and  ruin  the  whole  nobility  of  the  kingdom. 

The  1 2th.  Part  with  regret  from  a fociety  I had  every  reafon  to  be  pleafed 
with. 35  miles. 

The  1 3th.  The  20  miles  to  Rouen,  the  fame  features.  Firft  view  of  Rouen 
fudden  and  ftriking ; but  the  road  doubling,  in  order  to  turn  more  gently  down 
the  hill,  prefents  from  an  elbow  the  fineft  view  of  a town  I have  ever  feen  ; the 
whole  city,  with  all  its  churches  and  convents,  and  its  cathedral  proudly  riling  in 
the  midft,  fills  the  vale.  The'  river  prefents  one  reach,  crofted  by  the  bridge, 
and  then  dividing  into  two  fine  channels,  forms  a large  ifland  covered  with  wood ; 
the  reft  of  the  vale  full  of  verdure  and  cultivation,  of  gardens  and  habitations,  finifh 
the  feene,  in  perfect  unifon  with  the  great  city  that  forms  the  capital  feature. 
Wait  on  Monf.  d’Ambournay,  fecretary  of  the  Society  of  Agriculture,  who  was 

* I once  knew  it  at  the  Due  de  Liancourt’s. 
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abfent  when  I was  here  before ; we  had  an  interetting  converfation  on  agricul- 
ture, and  on  the  means  of  encouraging  it.  I found  from  this  very  ingenious 
gentleman,  that  his  plan  of  ufing  madder  green,  which  many  years  ago  made 
fo  much  noiie  in  the  agricultural  world,  is  not  practtifed  at  prefen t any  where  ; 
but  he  continues  to  think  it  perfectly  practicable.  In  the  evening  to  the  play, 
where  Madame  Cretal,  from  Paris,  acted  Nina ; and  it  proved  the  richett  treat  I 
have  received  from  the  French  theatre.  She  performed  it  with  an  inimitable  ex- 
preffion,  with  a tendernefs,  a naivete , and  an  elegance  withal,  that  mattered 
every  feeling  of  the  heart,  againtt  which  the  piece  was  written : her  expreffion 
is  as  delicious,  as  her  countenance  is  beautiful ; in  her  acting,  nothing  over- 
charged, but  all  kept  within  the  fimplicity  of  nature.  The  houfe  was  crouded, 
garlands  of  flowers  and  laurel  were  thrown  on  the  ftage,  and  fhe  was  crowned 
by  the  other  actors,  but  modeftly  remoyed  them  from  her  head,  as  often  as  they 
were  placed  there. — 20  miles. 

The  1 4th.  Take  the  road  to  Dieppe.  Meadows  in  the  vale  well  watered,  and 
hay  now  making.  Sleep  at  Tote. — 17-f  miles. 

The  15th.  To  Dieppe.  I was  lucky  enough  to  find  the  paffage-boat  ready 
to  fail;  go  on  board  with  my  faithful  fure- footed  blind  friend.  I fliall  pro- 
bably never  ride  her  again,  but  all  my  feelings  prevent  my  felling  her  in 
France. — Without  eyes  fhe  has  Carried  me  in  fafety  above  1500  miles;  and 
for  the  rett  of  her  life  fhe  {hall  have  no  other  matter  than  myfelf ; could  I 
afford  it,  this  fhould  be  her  latt  labour : fome  ploughing,  however,  on  my  farm, 
ihe  will  perform  for  me,  I dare  fay,  chearfully. 

Landing  at  the  neat,  new-built  town  of  Brighthelmttone,  offers  a much 
greater  contratt  to  Dieppe,  which  is  old  and  dirty,  than  Dover  does  to  Calais ; 
and  -in  the  cattle  inn  I feemed  for  a while  to  be  in  fairy  land ; but  I paid  for  the 
-enchantment.  The  next  day  to  Lord  Sheffield’s,  a houfe  I never  go  to,  but  to  re- 
ceive equal  pleafure  and  inttructtion.  I longed  to  make  one  for  a fhort  time  in  the 
evening  library  circle,  but  I took  it  ftrangely  into  my  head,  from  one  or  two  ex- 
preflions,  merely  accidental,  in  the  converfation,  coming  after  my  want  of  letters 
to  France,  that  I had  certainly  lofi  a child  in  my  abfence ; and  I hurried  to  London 
next  morning,  where  I had  the  pleafure  of  finding  my  alarm  a falfe  one ; letters 
enow  had  been  written,  but  all  failed . To  Bradfield  3 — 202  miles . 
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IN  my  two  preceding  journies,  the  whole  wedern  half  of  France  had  been 
eroded  in  various  directions ; and  the  information  I had  received,  in  making  them, 
had  made  me  as  much  a mailer  of  the  general  huibandry,  the  foil,  management  and 
productions,  as  could  be  expeCted,  without  penetrating  in  every  corner,  and  redd- 
ing long  in  various  ilations ; a method  of  furveying  fuch  a kingdom  as  France,  that 
would  demand  feveral  lives  inilead  of  years.  The  eailern  part  of  the  kingdom  re- 
mained unexamined.  The  great  mafs  of  country,  formed  by  the  triangle,  whofe 
three  points  are  Paris,  Straibourg  and  Moulins,  and  the  mountainous  region  S.  E. 
of  the  lail  town,  prefented  in  the  map  an  ample  fpace,  which  it  would  be  neceflary 
to  pafs  before  I could  have  fuch  an  idea  of  the  kingdom  as  I wifhed  to  acquire  ; 
I determined  to  make  this  third  effort,  in  order  to  accomplifh  a delign  which 
appeared  more  and  more  important,  the  more  I reflected  on  it ; and  lefs  likely 
to  be  executed  by  thofe  whofe  powers  are  better  adapted  to  the  undertaking 
than  mine.  The  meeting  of  the  States  General  of  France  alfo,  who  were 
now  affembled,  made  it  the  more  neceffary  to  lofe  no  time ; for,  in  all  human 
probability,  that  affembly  will  be  the  epoch  of  a new  conflitution,  which  will 
have  new  effects,  and,  for  what  I know,  attended  with  a new  agriculture 
and  to  have  the  regal  fun,  in  fuch  a kingdom,  both  rife  and  fet  without  the  terri- 
tory being  known,  mull  of  neceffity  be  regretted  by  every  man  folicitous  for 
real  political  knowledge.  The  events  of  a century  and  half,  including  the  bril- 
liant reign  of  Louis  XIV.  will  for  ever  render  the  fources  of  the  French  power 
intereffing  to  mankind,  and  particularly  that  its  Hate  may  be  known  previoudy  to 
the  eflablifhment  of  an  improved  government,  as  the  comparifon  of  the  effeCts 
of  the  old  and  new  lyffem  will  be  not  a little  curious  in  future. 

June  2.  To  London.  At  night.  La  Generojita  d' Alejfandro,  by  Tarchi,  in 
which  Signor  Marched  exerted  his  powers,  and  fung  a duet,  that  made  me 
for  fome  moments  forget  all  the  Iheep  and  pigs  of  Bradfield.  I was,  however, 
much  better  entertained  after  it,  by  dipping  at  my  friend  Dr.  Burney’s,  and  meet- 
ing Mifs  Burney ; how  feldom  is  it  that  we  can  meet  two  characters  at  once  in 
whom  great  celebrity  deduCts  nothing  from  private  amiablenefs  ? How  many 
dazzling  ones  that  we  have  no  dedre  to  live  with ! give  me  fuch  as  to  great  ta- 
lents add  the  qualities  that  make  us  with  to  Jhut  up  doors  with  them. 

The  3d.  Nothing  buzzing  in  my  ears  but  the  fete  given  lad  night  by  the 
Spanifli  ambaffador.  The  bell  fete  of  the  prefent  period  is  that  which  ten  mil- 
lions of  people  are  giving  to  themfelves. 

The  feaft  of  reafon  and  the  flow  of  foul, 
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The  animated  feelings  of  bofoms  beating  with  gratitude  for  the  efcape  of  one  com- 
mon calamity,  and  the  thrilling  hope  of  the  continuance  of  common  bleffings. 
Meet  at  Mr.  Songa’s  the  Count  de  Berchtold,  who  has  much  good  fenfe  and 
many  important  views : — Why  does  not  the  Emperor  call  him  to  his  own  coun- 
try, and  make  him  a minifler  ? The  world  will  never  be  well  governed  till 
princes  know  their  fubjedts.  v 

The  4th.  To  Dover  in  the  machine,  with  two  merchants  from  Stockholm, 
a German  and  a Swede;  we  fhall  be  companions  to  Paris.  I am  more  likely 
to  learn  fomething  ufeful  from  the  conversation  of  a Swede  and  a German,  than 
from  the  chance  medley  Englifhmen  of  a fiage- coach. 72  miles. 

The  5 th.  Pafiage  to  Calais ; 14  hours  for  reflection  in  a vehicle  that  does 
not  allow  one  power  to  refleCt.— 21  miles. 

The  6th.  A Frenchman  and  his  wife,  and  a French  teacher  from  Ireland, 
full  of  foppery  and  affectation,  which  her  own  nation  did  not  give  her,  were  our 
company,  with  a young  good-natured  raw  countryman  of  hers,  at  whom  fhe 
played  off  many  airs  and  graces.  The  man  and  his  wife  contrived  to  produce  a 
pack  of  cards,  to  banifh,  they  faid,  V emiye  of  the  journey ; but  they  contrived 
alfo  to  fleece  the  young  fellow  of  five  louis.  This  is  the  firft  French  diligence 
I have  been  in,  and  fhall  be  the  laft ; they  are  deteftabie.  Sleep  at  Abbeville. — 
78  miles. 

Thefe  men  and  women,  girls  and  boys,  think  themfelves  (except  the  Swede) 
very  chearful  becaufe  very  noify  ; they  have  ftunned  me  with  finging ; my  ears 
have  been  fo  tormented  with  French  airs,  that  I would  almoft  as  foon  have  rode 
the  journey  blindfold  on  an  afs.  This  is  what  the  French  call  good  fpirits ; no 
truly  chearful  emotion  in  their  bofoms ; filent  or  finging ; but  for  conver- 
sation they  had  none.  I lofe  all  patience  in  fuch  company.  Heaven  fend  me  a 
blind  mare  rather  than  another  diligence  1 We  were  all  this  night,  as  well  as  all 
the  day,  on  the  road,  and  reached  Paris  at  nine  in  the  morning. 102  miles. 

The  8 th.  To  my  friend  Lazowfki,  to  know  where  were  the  lodgings  I had 
written  him  to  hire  me,  but  my  good  Duchefs  d’Efliffac  would  not  allow  him 
to  execute  my  commifiion.  I found  an  apartment  in  her  hotel  prepared  for  me. 
Paris  is  at  prefent  in  fuch  a ferment  about  the  States  General,  now  holding  at 
Verfaiiles,  that  converfation  is  abfolutely  abforbed  by  them.  Not  a word  of  any 
thing  elfe  talked  of.  Every  thing  is  confidered,  and  juflly  fo,  as  important  in 
fuch  a crifis  of  the  fate  of  four-and-twenty  millions  of  people.  It  is  now  a feri- 
ous  contention  whether  the  representatives  are  to  be  called  the  Commons  or  the 
Tiers  Etaty  they  call  themfelves  fleadily  the  former,  while  the  court  and  the 
great  lords  rejeCt  the  term  with  a fpecies  of  apprehenfion,  as  if  it  involved  a 
meaning  not  eafily  to  be  fathomed.  But  this  point  is  of  little  confequence  com- 
pared with  another,  that  has  kept  the  Hates  for  fome  time  in  inactivity,  the  veri- 
fication 
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fication  of  their  power  feparately  or  in  common.  The  nobility  and  the  clergy 
demand  the  former,  but  the  Commons  deadily  refufe  it ; the  reafon  why  a 
circumftance,  apparently  of  no  great  confequence,  is  thus  tenacioufly  regarded, 
is,  that  it  may  decide  their  fitting  for  the  future  in  feparate  houfes  or  in  one. 
Thofe  who  are  warm  for  the  intered  of  the  people  declare  that  it  will  be  im- 
pofiible  to  reform  fome  of  the  groffed  abufes  in  the  fiate,  if  the  nobility,  by  fitting 
in  a feparate  chamber,  fhall  have  a negative  on  the  wifhes  of  the  people  : and 
that  to  give  fuch  a veto  to  the  clergy  would  be  dill  more  prepofierous ; if  there- 
fore, by  the  verification  of  their  powers  in  one  chamber,  they  fhall  once  come 
together,  the  popular  party  hope  that  there  will  remain  no  power  afterwards  to 
feparate.  The  nobility  and  clergy  forefee  the  fame  refult,  and  will  not  therefore 
agree  to  it.  In  this  dilemma  it  is  curious  to  remark  the  feelings  of  the  moment. 
It  is  not  my  bufinefs  to  write  memoirs  of  what  paries,  but  I am  intent  to  catch, 
as  well  as  I can,  the  opinions  of  the  day  moil  prevalent.  While  I remain  at  Paris, 
I fhall  fee  people  of  all  defcriptions,  from  the  coffee-houfe  politicians  to  the 
leaders  in  the  dates  ; and  the  chief  object  of  fuch  rapid  notes  as  I throw  on  paper, 
will  be  to  catch  the  ideas  of  the  moment  ^ to  compare  them  afterwards  with  the 
abtual  events  that  fhall  happen,  will  afford  amufement  at  lead.  The  mod  pro- 
minent feature  that  appears  at  prefent  is,  that  an  idea  of  common  intered  and 
common  danger  does  not  feem  to  unite  thofe,  who,  if  not  united,  may  find  them- 
felves  too  weak  to  oppofe  the  danger  that  mud  arife  from  the  people  being  fen- 
fible  of  a drength  the  refult  of  their  weaknefs.  The  king,  court,  nobility, 
clergy,  army,  and  parliament,  are  nearly  in  the  fame  fituation.  All  thefe  con-, 
fider,  with  equal  dread,  the  ideas  of  liberty,  now  afloat ; except  the  fird,  who, 
for  reafons  obvious  to  thofe  who  know  his  charader,  troubles  himlelf  little, 
even  with  circumdances  that  concern  his  power  the  mod  intimately.  Among 
the  red,  the  feeling  of  danger  is  common,  and  they  would  unite,  were  there  a. 
head  to  render  it  eafy,  in  order  to  do  without  the  dates  at  all.  That  the  com- 
mons themfelves  look  for  fome  fuch  hodile  union  as  more  than  probable,  appears 
from  an  idea  which  gains  ground,  that  they  will  find  it  necefiary,  fhould  the  other 
two  orders  continue  to  unite  with  them  in  one  chamber,  to  declare  themfelves 
boldly  the  reprefentatives  of  the  kingdom  at  large,  calling  on  the  nobility  and 
clergy  to  take  their  places — and  to  enter  upon  deliberations  of  bufinefs  with- 
out them,  fhould  they  refufe  it.  All  converfation  at  prefent  is  on  this  topic,  but 
opinions  are  more  divided  than  I fhould  have  expected.  There  feem  to  be  many* 
who  hate  the  clergy  fo  cordially,  that  rather  than  permit  them  to  form  a didincd 
chamber,  they  would  venture  on  a new  fydem,  dangerous  as  it  might  prove. 

The  9th.  The  bufinefs  going  forward  at  prefent  in  the  pamphlet  fhops  of 
Paris  is  incredible.  I went  to  the  Palais  Royal  to  fee  what  new  things  were  pub- 
lifhed,  and  to  procure  a catalogue  of  all.  Every  hour  produces  fomething  new. 
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Thirteen  came  out  to-day,  fix  teen  yederday,  and  ninety-two  lafl  week.  We 
think  fometimes  that  Debrett’s  or  Stockdale’s  (hops  at  London  are  crouded* 
but  they  are  mere  deferts,  compared  to  Defein’s,  and  fome  others  here,  in  which 
one  can  fcarcely  fqueeze  from  the  door  to  the  counter.  The  price  of  print- 
ing two  years  ago  was  from  27  liv.  to  30  liv.  per  Iheet,  but  now  it  is  from  60  liv. 
to  80  liv.  This  fpirit  of  reading  political  tracts,  they  fay,  fpreads  into  the  pro- 
vinces, fo  that  all  the  prelfes  of  France  are  equally  employed.  Nineteen- 
twentieths  of  thefe  productions  are  in  favour  of  liberty,  and  commonly  violent 
againft  the  clergy  and  nobility ; I have  to-day  befpoken  many  of  this  defcription, 
that  have  reputation ; but  enquiring  for  fuch  as  had  appeared  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  queftion,  to  my  afloniihment  I find  there  are  but  two  or  three  that  have  merit 
enough  to  be  known.  Is  it  not  wonderful,  that  while  the  prefs  teems  with  the 
mod:  levelling  and  even  feditious  principles,  which  put  in  execution  would  over- 
turn the  monarchy,  nothing  in  reply  appears,  and  not  the  lead:  flep  is  taken  by 
the  court  to  redirain  this  extreme  lieentioufnefs  of  publication  ? It  is  eaiy  to 
conceive  the  fpirit  that  mud:  thus  be  raided  among  the  people.  But  the  coffee- 
houfes  in  the  Palais  Royal  prefent  yet  more  lingular  and  aftonilhing  fpedtacles ; 
they  are  not  only  crouded  within,  but  other  expectant  crouds  are  at  the  doors 
and  windows,  lidening  a gorge  deployed  to  certain  orators,  who  from  chairs  or 
tables  harangue  each  his  little  audience : the  eagernefs  with  which  they  are 
heard,  and  the  thunder  of  applaufe  they  receive  for  every  fen timent  of  more  than 
common  hardinefs  or  violence  againd  the  prefent  government,  cannot  eafily  be 
imagined.  I am  all  amazement  at  the  minidry  permitting  fuch  neds  and  hot- 
beds of  fedition  and  revolt,  which  dideminate  amongd  the  people,  every  hour, 
principles  that  by  and  by  mud  be  oppofed  with  vigour,  and  therefore  it  feems 
little  fhort  of  madnefs  to  allow  the  propagation  at  prefent. 

The  10th.  Everything  confpires  to  render  the  prefent  period  in  France 
critical : the  want  of  bread  is  terrible  : accounts  arrive  every  moment  from 
the  provinces  of  riots  and  didurbances,  and  calling  in  the  military,  to  pre- 
ferve  the  peace  of  the  markets.  The  prices  reported  are  the  fame  as  I found 
at  Abbeville  and  Amiens  $f.  (2|d.)  a pound  for  white  bread,  and  to 
for  the  common  fort,  eaten  by  the  poor  : thefe  rates  are  beyond  their  facul- 
ties, and  occadon  great  mifery.  At  Meudon,  the  police,  that  is  to  fay 
the  intendant,  ordered  that  no  wheat  fhould  be  fold  in  the  market  without  the 
perfon  taking  at  the  fame  time  an  equal  quantity  of  barley.  What  a dupid 
and  ridiculous  regulation,  to  lay  obdacles  on  the  fupply,  in  order  to  be  better 
fupplied , and  to  fhew  the  people  the  fears  and  apprehenfions  of  government, 
creating  thereby  an  alarm,  and  railing  the  price  at  the  very  moment  they  with 
to  link  it ! I have  had  fome  conversation  on  this  topic  with  well  informed  per- 
fons,  who  have  allured  me,  that  the  price  is,  as  ufual,  much  higher  than  the 
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proportion  of  the  crop  demanded,  and  there  would  have  been  no  real  fcarcity 
If  Mr.  Necker  would  have  let  the  corn-trade  alone  •,  but  his  edicts  of  reRriCtion, 
which  have  been  mere  comments  on  his  book  on  the  legiflation  of  corn,  have 
operated  more  to  raife  the  price  than  all  other  caufes  together.  It  appears  plain 
to  me,  that  the  violent  friends  of  the  commons  are  not  difpleafed  at  the  high 
price  of  com,  which  feconds  their  views  greatly,  and  makes  any  appeal  to  the 
common  feeling  of  the  people  more  eafy,  and  much  more  to  their  purpofe  than 
if  the  price  were  low.  Three  days  paR,  the  chamber  of  the  clergy  contrived  a 
cunning  proportion  ; it  was  to  fend  a deputation  to  the  commons,  propohng  to 
name  a commiffion  from  the  three  orders  to  take  into  confideration  the  mifery  of 
the  people,  and  to  deliberate  on  the  means  of  lowering  the  price  of  bread.  This 
would  have  led  to  the  deliberation  by  order,  and  not  by  heads,  confequently  muR. 
be  rejected,  but  unpopularly  fo  from  the  fituation  of  the  people  : the  commons 
were  equally  dextrous ; in  their  reply,  they  prayed  and  conjured  the  clergy  to 
join  them  in  the  common  hall  of  the  hates  to  deliberate,  which  was  no  fooner 
reported  at  Paris  than  the  clergy  became  doubly  an  objeCt  of  .hatred  and  it 
became  a queRion  with  the  politicians  of  the  Caffe  de  Foy , whether  it  were  not 
lawful  for  the  commons  to  decree  the  application  of  the  eflates  of  the  clergy 
towards  eafing  the  aiftrefs  of  the  people. 

The  i ith.  I have  been  in  much  company  all  day,  and  cannot  but  remark*, 
that  there  feem  to  be  no  fettled  ideas  of  the  belt  means  of  forming  a new  con- 
Ritution.  YeRerday  the  Abbe  Syeyesmsdea  motion  in  the  houfe  of  commons,, 
to  declare  boldly  to  the  privileged  .orders,  that  if  they  will  not  join  the  commons, 
the  latter  will  proceed  in  the  national  bufinefs  without  them ; and  the  houfe  de- 
creed it,  with  a fmall  amendment.  This  caufes  much  converfation  on  what  will 
be  the  confequence  of  fuch  a proceeding  ; and,  on  the  contrary,  on  what  may 
flow  from  the  nobility  and  clergy  continuing  Readily  to  refuie  to  join  the  com- 
mons, and  fhould  they  fo  proceed,  to  proteR  againft  all  they  decree,  and  appeal 
to  the  king  to  diffolve  the  Rates,  and  recal  them  in  fuch  a form  as  may  be 
practicable  for  bufinefs.  In  thefe  moR  intereRing  difcufRons,  I find  a general 
ignorance  of  the  principles  of  government ; a Rrange  and  unaccountable  appeal, 
on  one  fide,  to  ideal  and  vifionary  rights  of  nature  ; and,  on  the  other,  no 
fettled  plan  that  ihall  give  fecurity  to  the  people  for  being  in  future  in  a much 
better  fituation  than  hitherto ; a fecurity  abfolutely  neceffary.  But  the  nobility, 
with  the  principles  of  great  lords  that  I converfe  with,  are  moR  difguRingly  te- 
nacious of  all  old  rights,  however  hard  they  may  bear  on  the  people  ; they  will 
not  hear  of  giving  way  in  the  leaR  to  the  fpirit  of  liberty  beyond  the  point  of 
paying  equal  land-taxes,  which  they  hold  to  be  all  that  can  with  reafon  be  de- 
manded. The  popular  party,  on  the  other  hand,  feem  to  confider  all  liberty  as 
depending  on  the  privileged  claffes  being  loR,  and  outvoted  in  the  order  of  the 
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commons,  at  leafl  for  making  the  new  contention ; and  when  I urge  the  great 
probability,  that  fhould  they  once  unite,  there  will  remain  no  power  of  ever 
feparating  them  ; and  that  in  fuch  cafe,  they  will  have  a very  queftionable  con- 
Ritution,  perhaps  a very  bad  one  $ I am  always  told,  that  the  firR  object  muft 
be  for  the  people  to  get  the  power  of  doing  good ; and  that  it  is  no  argument 
again#  fuch  a conduct  to  urge  that  an  ill  ufe  may  be  made  of  it.  But  among  fuch 
men,  the  common  idea  is,  that  any  thing  tending  towards  a feparate  order,  like 
our  houfe  of  lords,  is  abfolutely  inconfiRent  with  liberty ; all  which  feems  per- 
fectly wild  and  unfounded. 

The  1 2th.  To  the  royal  fociety  of  agriculture,  which  meets  at  the  hotel 
de  noille,  and  of  which  being  an  ajfocie',  I voted,  and  received  a jetton , which 
is  a fmall  medal  given  to  the  members,  every  time  they  attend,  in  order  to  in- 
duce them  to  mind  the  buiinefs  of  their  inteution ; it  is  the  fame  at  all  royal 
academies,  &c.  and  amounts,  in  a year,  to  a conliderable  and  ill-judged  ex- 
pence } for  what  good  is  to  be  expected  from  men  who  would  go  merely  to  receive 
their  jetton  ? Whatever  the  motive  may  be,  it  feems  well  attended  : near  thirty 
were  prefent ; among  them  Parmentier,  vice-prefident,  Cadet  de  Yaux,  Fourcroy, 
Tillet,  Defmarets,  Brouffonet,  fecretary,  and  Crete  de  Palieul,  at  whofe  farm 
I w^as  twro  years  ago,  and  who  is  the  only  practical  farmer  in  the  fociety.  The 
fecretary  reads  the  titles  of  the  papers  prefented,  and  gives  fome  little  account 
of  them ; but  they  are  not  read  unlefs  particularly  interelHng ; then  memoirs 
are  read  by  the  members,  or  reports  of  references  ; and  when  they  difcufs  or 
debate,  there  is  no  order,  but  all  fpeak  together  as  in  a warm  private  conven- 
tion. The  Abbe  Raynal  has  given  them  1200  liv.  (52I.  10s.)  for  a premium 
on  fome  important  fubjedt ; and  my  opinion  was  afked  what  it  fhould  be  given 
for.  Give  it,  I replied,  in  fome  way  for  the  introduction  of  turnips.  But  that 
they  conceive  to  be  an  objedt  of  impoffible  attainment ; they  have  done  fo  much, 
and  the  government  fo  much  more,  and  all  in  vain,  that  they  confider  it  as  a hope- 
lefs  objedt.  I did  not  tell  them  that  all  hitherto  done  has  been  abfolute  folly ; and 
that  the  right  w^ay  to  begin,  was  to  undo  every  thing  done.  I am  never  pre- 
fent  at  any  focieties  of  agriculture,  either  in  France  or  England,  but  I am  much 
in  doubt  with  myfelf  whether,  when  bed;  conducted,  they  do  mo#  good  or  mif- 
chief  $ that  is,  whether  the  benefits  a national  agriculture  may  by  great  chance 
owe  to  them,  are  not  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  harm  they  effect,  by  turn- 
ing the  public  attention  to  frivolous  objects,  inftead  of  important  ones,  or  dreff- 
ing  important  ones  in  fuch  a garb  as  to  make  them  trifles  ? The  only  fociety  that 
could  be  really  ufeful  would  be  that  which,  in  the  culture  of  a large  farm,  fhould 
exhibit  a perfedt  example  of  good  hufbandry,  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  as  would  re- 
fort to  it ; confequently  one  that  fhould  eonfiR  folely  of  pradtical  men  ; and 
then  query  whether  many  good  cooks  w'ould  not  fpoil  a good  difh. 
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The  ideas  of  the  public  on  the  great  buiinefs  going  on  at  Verfailles  change 
daily  and  even  hourly.  It  now  feems  the  opinion,  that  the  commons,  in 
their  late  violent  vote,  have  gone  too  far ; and  that  the  union  of  the  nobility, 
clergy,  army,  parliament,  and  King,  will  be  by  far  too  powerful  for  them ; 
fuch  an  union  is  faid  to  be  in  agitation  j and  that  the  Count  d’ Artois,  the 
Queen,  and  the  party  ufually  known  by  her  name,  are  taking  Reps  to  efFefi  it, 
againft  the  moment  when  the  proceedings  of  the  commons  ftiall  make  it  necef- 
fary  to  act  with  unity  and  vigour.  The  abolition  of  the  parliaments  is  a topic 
of  common  converfation  among  the  popular  leaders,  as  a ftep  eflentially  necefiary  ^ 
becaufe,  while  they  exiit,  they  are  tribunals  to  which  the  court  can  have  refort, 
ftiould  they  be  inclined  to  take  any  ftep  againft  the  exiftence  of  the  Rates : thole 
bodies  are  alarmed,  and  fee  with  deep  regret,  that  their  refufal  to  regifter  the 
royal  edids  has  created  a power  in  the  nation  not  only  hoftile,  but  dangerous 
to  their  exiftence.  It  is  now  very  well  known  and  underftood  on  all  hands, 
that  ftiould  the  King  get  rid  of  the  Rates,  and  govern  on  any  tolerable  principles, 
his  edidts  would  be  enregiftered  by  all  the  parliaments.  In  the  dilemma  and 
apprehenfion  of  the  moment,  the  people  look  very  much  to  the  Due  d’ Orleans,  as 
to  a head ; but  with  palpable  and  general  ideas  of  diftruft  and  want  of  confi- 
dence ; they  regret  his  character,  and  lament  that  they  cannot  depend  on  him  in 
any  fevere  and  difficult  trial : they  conceive  him  to  be  without  fteadinefs,  and 
that  his  greateft  apprehenfion  is  to  be  exiled  from  the  plealures  of  Paris,  and 
tell  of  many  Ifttleneues  he  pradtifed  before,  to  be  recalled  from  banifhment. 
They  are,  however,  fo  totally  without  a head,  that  they  are  contented  to  look 
to  him  as  one ; and  are  highly  pleafed  with  what  is  every  moment  reported,  that 
he  is  determined  to  go  at  the  head  of  a party  of  the  nobility,  and  verify  their 
powers  in  common  with  the  commons.  All  agree,  that  had  he  firmnefs,  in 
addition  to  his  vaft  revenue  of  feven  millions  a year  (306,250!.)  and  four  more 
(175,000!.  ) in  reverfion,  after  the  death  of  his  father-in-law,  the  Due  de  Pen- 
thievre,  he  might,  at  the  head  of  the  popular  caufe,  do  any  thing. 

The  1 3th.  In  the  morning  to  the  King’s  library,  which  I had  not  leen  when 
before  at  Paris ; it  is  a vaft  apartment,  and,  as  all  the  world  knows,  nobly  filled. 
Every  thing  is  provided  to  accommodate  thofe  who  wi£h  to  read  or  tranferibe— 
of  whom  there  were  fixty  or  leventy  prefent.  - Along  the  middle  of  the  rooms 
are  giafs  cafes,  containing  models  of  the  inftruments  of  many  trades  preferved 
for  the  benefit  of  pofterity,  being  made  on  the  moft  exadt  fcale  of  propor- 
tion ; among  others  the  potter’s,  founder’s,  brickmaker’s,  chymift’s,  &c.  &c.  and 
lately  added  a very  large  one  of  the  Englixh  garden,  moft  miferably  imagined  % 
but  with  all  this  not  a plough,  or  an  iota  of  agriculture  j yet  a farm  might  be 
much  eafier  reprefented  than  the  garden  they  have  attempted,  and  with  infinitely 

more  ufe.  I have  no  doubt  but  there  may  arife  many  cafes,  in  which  the  pre- 
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fervation  of  inffiruments,  unaltered,  may  be  of  confiderable  utility ; I think  I tee 
clearly,  that  ftich  a ufe  would  refult  in  agriculture,  and,  if  fo,  why  not  in  other 
arts  ? Thefe  cafes  of  models,  however,  have  fo  much  the  air  of  children’s  play- 
houfes,  that  I would  not  anfwer  for  my  little  girl,  if  I had  her  here,  not  crying 
for  them.  At  the  Duchefs  d’Anville’s,  where  meet  the  Archbithop  of  Aix, 
Bilhop  of  Blois,  Prince  de  Laon,  and  Due  and  Duchefs  de  la  Rochefoucauld, 
the  three  laft  of  my  old  Bagnere  de  Luchon  acquaintance.  Lord  and  Lady 
Camelford,  Lord  Eyre,  &c.  Sec. 

All  this  day  I hear  nothing  but  anxiety  of  expectation  for  what  the  criiis  in  the 
Rates  will  produce.  The  embarralfment  of  the  moment  is  extreme.  Every  one 
agrees  that  there  is  no  miniitry : the  Queen  is  clofely  connecting  herfelf  with  the 
party  of  the  princes,  with  the  Count  d’ Artois  at  their  head ; who  are  all  fo  adverfe 
to  Monf.  Necker,  that  every  thing  is  in  confufion : but  the  King,  who  is 
perfonally  the  honeReffi  man  in  the  world,  has  but  one  with,  which  is  to  da- 
right  ^ yet,  being  without  thofe  deciiive  parts  that  enable  a man  to  forefee 
difficulties  and  to  avoid  them,  finds  himfelf  in  a moment  of  fuch  extreme  per- 
plexity, that  he  knows  not  what  council  to  take  refuge  in : it  is  laid  that  Monffi 
Necker  is  alarmed  for  his  power,  and  anecdote  reports  things  to  his  difadvan- 
tage,  which  probably  are  not  true  r — of  his  trimming — and  attempting  ta 
connect  himfelf  with  the  Abbe  de  Vermont,  reader  to  the  Queen,  who  has 
great  influence  in  all  affairs  in  which  he  chufes  to  interfere  3 this  is  hardly 
credible,,  as  that  party  are  known  to  be  exceedingly  adverfe  to  Monf.  Necker  j 
and  it  is  even  faid,  that,  as  the  Count  d’ Artois,  Madame  de  Polignac,  and  a 
few  others  were,  but  two  days  ago,  walking  in  the  private  garden  of  Verfailles, 
they  met  Madame  Necker,  and  defeended  even  to  hilling  her:  if  half  this  be 
true,  it  is  plain  enough  that  this  minifler  muft  fpeedily  retire.  All  who  adhere 


to.  the.  antient  confutation,  or  rather  government,  confider  him  as  their  mortal 


enemy  y they  affert,  and  truly,  that  he  came  in  under  circumRanees  that  would 
have  enabled  him  to  do:  every  thing  he  pleafed- — he  had  King  and  kingdom  at 
command* — but  that  the  errors  he  was  guilty  of,  for  want  of  fbme  fettled  plan, 
have  been  the  caufe.  of  all  the  dilemmas  experienced  finee.  They  aecule  him 
heavily  of  affembling  the  notables,,  as  a falfe  ffiep  that  did  nothing  but  mifehief : 
and  affert  that  his  letting  the  King  go  to  the  Rates  -general,  before  their  powers 
were  verified*  and  the  neeefiary  Reps  taken  to  keep  the  orders  feparate,  after 
giving  double  the  representation  to  the  tiers  to  that  of  the  other  two- orders,  was 
madnefs and  that  he  ought  to  have-  appointed  eommiflaries  to  have  received 
the  verification  before  admittance.-  They  accufe  him  further  of  having  done 
all  this  through  an  exceiiive  and  infufferable  vanity,,  which  gave  him  the 
idea  of  guiding  the  deliberation  of  the  Rates  by  his  knowledge  and  reputation-. 
It  is  exprefsiy  affert edv  however,  by  M- Necker’ s molt  intimate  friends,  that 
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lie  has  adted  with  good  faith,  and  that  he  has  been  in  principle  a friend  to 
the  regal  power,  as  well  as  to  an  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the 
people.  The  worft  thing  I know  of  him  is  his  fpeech  to  the  Rates  on 
their  aftembling,  — - a great  opportunity,  but  loft,  — no  leading  or  mafterly 
views, — no  decifion  on  circumftances  in  which  the  people  ought  to  be  re- 
lieved, and  new  principles  of  government  adopted; — it  is  the  fpeech  you 
would  expect  from  a banker’s  clerk  of  fome  ability.  Concerning  it  there  is  an 
anecdote  worth  inferting;  he  knew  his  voice  would  not  enable  him  to  go  through 
the  whole  of  it,  in  fo  large  a room,  and  to  fo  numerous  an  affemblv  ; and 
therefore  he  had  fpoken  to  Monf.  de  Brouftonet,  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  and 
fecretary  to  the  Royal  Society  of  Agriculture,  to  be  in  readinefs  to  read  it  for  him. 
He  had  been  prefent  at  an  annual  general  meeting  of  that  fociety,  when  Monf.  de 
Brouftonet  had  read  a difcourfe  with  a powerful  piercing  voice,  that  was  heard 
diftinctly  to  the  greateft  diftance.  This  gentleman  attended  him  feveral  times 
to  take  his  inftructions,  and  to  be  fure  of  underftanding  the  interlineations  that  were 
made,  even  after  the  fpeech  was  finifhed.  M.  de  Brouftonet  was  with  him  the 
evening  before  the  affembly  of  the  Rates,  at  nine  o’clock : and  next  day, 
when  he  came  to  read  it  in  public,  he  found  Rill  more  corrections  and  altera- 
tions, which  Monf,  Necker  had  made  after  quitting  him;  they  were  chiefly  in 
Ryle,  and  fhewed  how  very  folicitous  he  was  In  regard  to  the  form  and  deco- 
ration of  his  matter  : the  ideas  in  my  opinion  wanted  this  attention  more  than 
the  Ryle.  Monf.  de  Brouftonet  himfeif  told  me  this  little  anecdote.  This 
morning  in  the  Rates  three  curees  of  Poitou  have  joined  themfelves  to  the  com- 
mons, for  the  verification  of  their  powers,  and  were  received  with  a kind  of 
madnefs  of  applaufe ; and  this  evening  at  Paris  nothing  elfe  is  talked  of.  The 
nobles  have  been  all  day  in  debate,  without  coming  to  any  conclufion,  and 
have  adjourned  to  Monday. 

The  14th.  To  the  King’s  garden,  where  Monf.  Thouin  had  the  goodnefs 
to  ftiew  me  fome  fmall  experiments  he  has  made  on  plants  that  promife  greatly 
for  the  farmer,  particularly  the  lathy rus  biennis  *,  and  the  melilotus  fyberica 
which  now  make  an  immenfe  figure  for  forage  ; both  are  biennial ; but  will 
laft  three  or  four  years  if  not  feeded ; the  Achillcea  fyberica  and  an  qflragalus 
appear  good ; he  has  promifed  me  feeds.  The  Chinefe  hemp  has  perfected 
its  feeds,  which  it  had  not  done  before  in  France.  The  more  I fee  of  Monf. 
Thouin  the  better  I like  him ; he  is  one  of  the  moft  amiable  men  I know. 

To  the  repofitory  of  the  royal  machines,  which  Monf.  Vandermond  fhewed  and 
explained  to  me,  with  great  readinefs  and  politenefs.  What  Rruck  me  moR  was 
Monf.  Vaucuffon’s  machine  for  making  a chain,  which  I was  told  Mr.  Watt  of 
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Birmingham  admired  very  much,  at  which  my  attendants  feemed  not  difpleafech 
Another  for  making  the  cogs  indented  in  iron  wheels.  There  is  a chaff  cut- 
ter, from  an  Englifh  original ; and  a model  of  the  nonfeniical  plough  to  go 
without  horfes ; thefe  are  the  only  ones  in  agriculture.  Many  of  very  inge- 
nious contrivance  for  winding  filk,  &c.  In  the  evening  to  the  theatre  Fran - 
pis,  the  Siege  of  Calais,  by  Monf.  de  Belloy,  not  a good,  but  a popular  per- 
formance. 


It  is  now  decided  by  the  popular  leaders,  that  they  will  move  to-morrow  to 
declare  all  taxes  illegal  not  railed  by  authority  of  the  Bates  general,  and  to  grant 
them  for  a term  only,  either  for  two  years,  or  for  the  duration  of  the  prefent 
fefilon  of  the  Bates.  This  plan  is  highly  approved  at  Paris  by  all  friends  of  li- 
berty; and  it  is  certainly  a rational  mode  of  proceeding,  founded  on  juB  prin- 
ciples, and  will  involve  the  court  in  a great  dilemma. 

The  i cth.  This  has  been  a rich  day,  and  fuch  an  one  as  ten  years  ago  none 
could  believe  would  ever  arrive  in  France;  a very  important  debate  being  expected 
on  what,  in  our  houfe  of  commons,  would  be  termed  the  Bate  of  the  nation, 
my  friend  Monf.  Lazowfki  and  myfelf  wrereat  Verfailles  by  eight  in  the  morn- 
ing. We  went  immediately  to  the  hall  of  the  Bates  to  fecure  good  feats  in  the 
gallery ; we  found  fome  deputies  already  there,  and  a pretty  numerous  audience 
colleded.  The  room  is  too  large;  none  but  Stentorian  lungs,  or  the  BneB 
cleareB  voices  can  be  heard ; however  the  very  fize  of  the  apartment,  which 
admits  2000  people,  gave  a dignity  to  the  fcene.  It  was  indeed  an  intereBing 
one.  The  fpedacle  of  the  reprefen  tatives  of  twenty-five  millions  of  people,  juB 
emerging  from  the  evils  of  200  years  of  arbitrary  power,  and  riling  to  the 
bleffings  of  a freer  conBitution,  alfembled  with  open  doors  under  the  eye  of  the 
public,  was  framed  to  call  into  animated  feelings  every  latent  fpark,  every 
emotion  of  a liberal  bofom.  To  banifh  whatever  ideas  might  intrude  of  their 
being  a people  too  often  hoBile  to  my  own  country, — and  to  dwrell  with  pleafure 
on  the  glorious  idea  of  happinefs  to  a great  nation — of  felicity  to  millions  yet  un- 
born. Monf.  PAbbe  Syeyes  opened  the  debate.  Fie  is  one  of  the  moB  zealous 
(ticklers  for  the  popular  caufe ; carries  his  ideas  not  to  a regulation  of  the  pre- 
fent government,  which  he  thinks  too  bad  to  be  regulated  at  all,  but  wiBies 
to  fee  it  abfolutely  overturned,  being  in  fad;  a violent  republican  : this  is  the 
character  he  commonly  bears,  and  in  his  pamphlets  he  feems  pretty  much 
to  juftify  fuch  an  idea.  He  fpeaks  ungracefully,  and  uneloquently,  but 
logically,  or  rather  reads  fo,  for  he  read  his  fpeech,  which  was  prepared. 
His  motion  was  to  declare  the  affembly  the  reprefen  tatives  known  and  veri- 
fied of  the  French  nation,  admitting  the  right  of  all  abfent  deputies  (the 
nobility  and  clergy^)  to  be  received  among  them  on  the  verification  of  their 


powers.  Monf.  de  Mirabeau  fpoke  without  notes,  for  near  an  hour,  with  a 
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warmth,  animation,  and  eloquence,  that  entitles  him  to  the  reputation  of  an  un- 
doubted orator.  He  oppofed  the  words  known  and  verified , in  the  proportion  of 
Abbe  Syeyes,  with  great  force  of  reafoning ; and  propofed,  in  lieu,  that  they  fhould 
declare  themfelves  limply  Feprefen tatives  du  peuple  Francois:  that  no  veto 
fhould  exill  againfi:  their  refolves  in  any  other  alfembly : that  all  taxes  are 
illegal,  but  fhould  be  granted  during  the  prefent  fefiion  of  the  dates,  and  no 
longer  : that  the  debt  of  the  king  fhould  become  the  debt  of  the  nation,  and 
be  fecured  on  funds  accordingly.  Monf.  de  ivlirabeau  was  well  heard,  and  his 
propoiition  much  applauded.  Monf.  de  Mounier,  a deputy  from  Dauphine,  of 
great  reputation,  and  who  has  publifhed  fome  pamphlets,  very  well  approved 
by  the  public,  moved  a different  refolution,  to  declare  themfelves  the  legiti- 
mate reprefentatives  of  the  majority  of  the  nation  : that  they  fhould  vote  by 
head  and  not  by  order : and  that  they  fhould  never  acknowledge  any  right  in 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  clergy  or  nobility  to  deliberate  feparately.  Monf. 
Rabaud  St.  Etienne,  a protefant  from  Languedoc,  alfo  an  author,  who  has 
written  on  the  prefent  affairs,  and  a man  of  confiderable  talents,  made  like  wife 
his  proportion,  which  was  to  declare  themfelves  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
people  of  France  ; to  declare  all  taxes  null ; to  regrant  them  during  the  fitting 
of  the  hates  ; to  verify  and  confolidate  the  debt ; and  to  vote  a loan.  All  which 
were  well  approved  except  the  loan,  which  was  not  at  ail  to  the  feeling  of  the 
aiTemhly.  This  gentleman  fpeaks  clearly  and  with  precifon,  and  only  pafiages 
of  his  fpeech  from  notes.  Monf.  Bernarve,  a very  young  man,  from  Grenoble, 
fpoke  without  notes  with  great  warmth  and  animation.  Some  of  his  periods 
were  fo  well  rounded,  and  fo  eloquently  delivered,  that  he  met  with  much  ap- 
plaufe,  feveral  members  crying — -bravo  l 

In  regard  to  their  general  method  of  proceeding,  there  are  two  circum dances 
in  which  they  are  very  deficient : the  fpectators  in  the  galleries  are  allowed  to 
interfere  in  the  debates  by  clapping  their  hands,  and  by  other  noify  exprefiions 
of  approbation:  this  is  grofsly  indecent;  it  is  alfo  dangerous ; for,  if  they 
be  permitted  to  exprefs  approbation,  they  are,  by  parity  of  reafon,  allowed 
exprefiions  of  diffent ; and  they  may  hifs  as  'well  as  clap ; which,  it  is  faid, 
they  have  fometimes  done  : — this  would  be,  to  over-rule  the  debate,  and  in- 
fluence the  deliberations.  Another  circumflance,  is  the  want  of  order  among 
themfelves ; more  than  once  to-day  there  vtere  an  hundred  members  on  their 
legs  at  a time,  and  Monf.  Baillie  abfolutely  without  power  to  keep  order. 
This  arifes  very  much  from  complex  motions  being  admitted ; to  move  a decla- 
ration relative  to  their  title,  to  their  powers,  to  taxes,  to  a loan,  &c.  6sc.  all  in 
one  propofition,  appears  to  Englifh  ears  prepoflerous,  and  certainly  is  fo.  Spe- 
cific motions,  founded  on  iingle  and  fimple  propofitions,  can  alone  produce  or- 
der in  debate ; for  it  is  endieis  to  have  five  hundred  members  declaring  their 

reafons 


PARIS. 


116 


reafons  of  afient  to  one  part  of  a complex  proportion,  and  their  difient  to  an- 
other part.  A debating  affembly  Should  not  proceed  to  any  bufinefs  whatever 
till  they  have  fettled  the  rules  and  orders  of  their  proceedings,  which  can  only 
be  done  by  taking  thofe  of  other  experienced  affemblies,  confirming  them  as 
they  find  ufeful,  and  altering  fuch  as  require  to  be  adapted  to  different  circum- 
stances. The  rules  and  orders  of  debate  in  the  houfe  of  commons  of  England, 
as  I afterwards  took  the  liberty  of  mentioning  to  Monf.  Rabaud  St.  Etienne, 
might  have  been  taken  at  once  from  Mr.  Hatfel’s  book,  and  would  have  faved 
them  at  leaf!  a fourth  of  their  time.  They  adjourned  for  dinner.  Dined  our- 
felves  with  the  Due  de  Liancourt,  at  his  apartments  in  the  palace,  meeting  twenty 
deputies.— I fat  by  M.  Rabaud  St.  Etienne,  and  had  much  converfation  with 
him  ; they  all  lpeak  with  equal  confidence  on  the  fall  of  defpotifm.  They  fore- 
fee, that  attempts  very  adverfe  to  the  fpirit  of  liberty  will  be  made,  but  the  fpirit 
of  the  people  is  too  much  excited  at  prefen t to  be  crufhed  any  more.  Finding 
that  the  quefiion  of  to-day’s  debate  cannot  be  decided  to-day,  and  that  in  all 
probability  it  will  be  unfinished  even  to-morrow,  as  the  number  that  will  fpeak 
on  it  is  very  great,  return  in  the  evening  to  Paris. 

The  16th.  To  Dugny,  ten  miles  from  Paris,  again  with  Monf.  de  Broufib- 
net,  to  wait  on  Monf.  Crete  de  PalieuI,  the  only  practical  farmer  in  the  Society 
of  Agriculture.  M.  Broufibnet,  than  whom  no  man  can  be  more  eager  for  the 
honour  and  improvement  of  agriculture,  was  defirous  that  I fhould  witnefs  the 
practice  and  improvements  of  a gentleman  who  ftands  fo  high  in  the  lift  of  good 
French  farmers.  Called  firft  on  the  brother  of  Monf.  Crete  who  at  prefen t 
has  the  fofie,  and  consequently  1 40  horfes ; walked  over  his  farm,  and  the 
crops  he  Shewed  me  of  wheat  and  oats  were  on  the  whole  very  fine,  and  Some 
of  them  Superior  but  I muft  confers  I Should  have  been  better  pleaded  with 
them  if  he  had  not  had  his  ftables  fo  well  filled  with  a view  different  from  that 
of  the  farm.  And  to  look  for  a courfe  of  crops  in  France  is  vain ; he  lows 
white  com  twice,  thrice,  and  even  four  times  in  fiicceffion.  At  dinner,  &c. 
had  much  converfation  with  the  two  brothers,  and  with  fome  other  neighbour- 
ing cultivators  prefent,  on  this  point,  in  which  I recommended  either  turnips  or 
cabbages,  according  to  the  foil,  for  breaking  their  rotations  of  white  corn.  But 
every  one  of  them,  except  Monf.  de  Broufibnet,  was  againft  me ; they  de- 
manded, Can  we  fow  wheat  after  turnips  and  cabbages  r On  a fmall  portion 
you  may  and  with  great  fuccefs. ; but  the  time  of  confirming  the  greater  part  of 
the  crop  renders  it  impoSfihle.  Float  is  fujficient , if  we  cannot  fow  wheat  after 
them , they  cannot  be  good  in  France.  This  idea  is  every  where  nearly  the  fame 
in  that  kingdom.  I then  Said,  that  they  might  have  half  their  land  under 
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their  own  courfes  more  profitable.  But  tbe  moil  intereFing  circumfiance  of 
their  farms  is  the  chicory  ( cbicorium  intybus J.  I had  the  fatisfaction  to  find, 
that  Monf.  Crete  de  Palieul  had  as  great  an  opinion  of  it  as  ever  3 that  his  bro- 
ther had  adopted  it 3 that  it  was  very  flouriihing  on  both  their  farms,  and  on 
thofe  of  their  neighbours  alfo  : I never  fee  this  plant  but  I congratulate  myfelf 
on  having  travelled  for  fomething  more  than  to  write  in  my  clofet  3 and  that 
the  introduction  of  it  in  England  would  alone,  if  no  other  refult  had  flowed 
from  one  man’s  exiFence,  have  been  enough  to  fhew  that  he  did  not  live  in 
vain.  Of  this  excellent  plant,  and  Monf.  Crete’s  experiments  on  it,  more  elfe- 
where. 

The  17th.  Converfation  turns  on  the  motion  of  1*  Abbe  Syeyes  being  accepted, 
though  that  of  the  Count  de  Mirabeau  better  relifhed.  But  his  character  is  a dead 
weight  upon  him  3 there  is  a iufpicion  that  he  has  received  100,000  liv.  from, 
the  Queen  3 a blind,  improbable  report,-  for  his  conduct  would  in  every  proba- 
bility be  very  different  had  any  fuch  tranfaction  taken  place  : but  when  a man’s 
life  has  not  palled  free  from  grofs  errors,  to  ufe  the  mildeft  language,  fufpicions- 
are  ever  ready  to  fix  on  him,  even  when  he  is  as  free  from  what  ought  at  the 
moment  to  give  the  imputation,  as  the  moil  immaculate  of  their  pa- 
triots. This  report  brings  out  others  from  their  lurking  holes  3 that  he 
puhlifhed,  at  her  inFigation,  the  anecdotes  of  the  court  of  Berlin  3 and  that 
the  King  of  Pruffia,  knowing  the  caufes  of  that  publication,  circulated  the 
memoirs  of  Madame  de  la  Motte  all  over  Germanv.  Such  are  the  eternal 
tales,  fufpicions,  and  improbabilities  for  which  Paris  has  always  been  fa- 
famous.  One  clearly,  however,  gathers  from  the  complexion  of  conver- 
fation, even  on  the  moF  ridiculous  topics,  provided  of  a public  nature,  how 
far,  and  for  what  reafon,  confidence  is  lodged  in  certain  men.  In  every  com- 
pany, of  every  rank,  you  hear  of  the  Count  de  Miraheau’s  talents  3 that  he  is  one 
of  the  fir fl  pens  of  France,  and  the  find  orator  3 and  yet  that  he  could  net  carry 
from  confidence  fix  votes  on  anv  queftion  in  the  Fates.  His  writings,  how- 
ever,  fpread  in  Paris  and  the  provinces  : he  puhlifhed  a journal  of  the  Fates, 
written  for  a few  days  with  fuch  force,  and  fuch  feverity,  that  it  was  filenced. 
by  an  exprefs  edict  of  government.  This  is  attributed  to  Monf.  Necker,  who 
was  treated  in  it  with  fo  little  ceremony,  that  his  vanity  was  wounded  to  the 
quick.  The  number  of  fubferibers  to  the  journal  was  fuch,  tnat  I have  heard, 
the  profit  to  Monf.  Mirabeau  calculated  at  80,000  liv.  (3500I.)  a year,. 
Since  its  fupprefiion,  he  publishes  once  or  twice  a week  a fmali  pampnlet,  to 
anfwer  the  famepurpofe  oi  giving  an  account  or  tne  donates,  or  rather  ooierva— 
tions  on  them,  entitled,  1,  2,  3,  &-€.  TjCttre  de  Co?ni  s de  aueau  afes  Cornmet - 
tans , which,  though  violent,  farcaFic?  ana  revere,  the  court  has  not  .nought 
proper  to  ltop,  refpeCting,  I fuppofe,  its  title,  it  is  a weak  and  imferable  con  - 
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dud:,  to  tingle  out  any  particular  publication  for  prohibition,  while  the  prefs 
groans  with  innumerable  productions,  whofe  tendency  is  abfolutely  to  overturn 
the  prefent  government ; to  permit  fuch  pamphlets  to  be  circulated  all  over  the 
kingdom,  even  by  the  pods  and  diligences  in  the  hands  of  government,  is  a 
blindnefs  and  folly,  from  which  there  are  no  effeCts  that  may  not  be  expeCted. 
In  the  evening  to  the  comic  opera;  Italian  muiic,  Italian  words,  and  Italian 
performers ; and  the  applaufe  fo  incedant  and  rapturous,  that  the  ears  of  the 
French  mud  be  changing  apace.  What  would  Jean  Jacques  have  laid,  could 
he  have  been  a witnefs  to  fuch  a fpeCtacle  at  Paris  ! 

The  1 8th.  Yederday  the  commons  decreed  themfelves,  in  confequence  of 
the  Abbe  Syeyes’s  intended  motion,  the  title  of  AJf'emblee  Nationale ; and  alfo, 
confidering  themfelves  then  in  activity,  the  illegality  of  all  taxes  ; but  granted 
them  during  the  feffion,  declaring  that  they  would,  without  delay,  deliberate 
on  the  confoliaating  of  the  debt ; and  on  the  relief  of  the  mifery  of  the  people. 
Thefe  deps  give  great  fpirits  to  the  violent  partizans  of  a new  conditution,  but 
amongd  more  fober  minds,  I fee  evidently  an  apprehendon,  that  it  will  prove 
a precipitate  meafure.  It  is  a violent  dep,  which  may  be  taken  hold  of  by  the 
court,  and  converted  very  much  to  the  people’s  difadvantage.  The  reafoning  of 
Monf.  de  Mirabeau  againd  it  was  forcible  and  jud — Si  je  voulois  employer  contre 
les  autres  motions  les  armes  dont  on  fe  fert  pour  attaquer  la  mienne , ne  pourrois-je 
pas  dire  a mon  tour  : de  quelque  maniere  que  vous-vous  qualifiez , que  vous  foyez  les 
reprefentans  connus  & verifies  de  la  nation , les  reprefentans  de  25  millions  dlhommes , 
les  reprefentans  de  la  majorite  du  peuple , dujjiez-vous  merne  vous  appeller  V Afj'em- 
bleb  Nationale , les  etats  genbraux,  empbcberez-vous  les  claffies  privilegiebs  de  continuer 
des  afemblees  que  fa  majefie  a reconnues  f Les  empecherez-vous  de  prendre  des  de- 
liberationes  1 Les  empeeberez-vous  de  prefendre  au  veto  1 Lmpecberez-vous  le 
Roi  de  les  recevoir  l De  les  reconnoitre , de  leur  continuer  les  memes  titres  quil  leur 
a donnes  jufqu  a prefent  l Lnfin9  empecherez-vous  la  nation  dl appeller  le  clerge, 
le  clerge , la  noble fie,  la  noblefje  ? 

T o the  Royal  Society  of  Agriculture,  where  I gave  my  vote  with  the  red,  who 
were  unanimous  for  electing  General  Walhington  an  honorary  member ; this 
was  a propofal  of  Monf.  de  Broudonet,  in  confequence  of  my  having  adured 
him,  that  the  general  was  an  excellent  farmer,  and  had  correfponded  with  me 
on  the  fubjeCt.  Abbe  Commerel  was  prefent ; he  gave  a pamphlet  on  a new 
projeCt,  the  cboux  afauebe , and  a paper  of  the  feed. 

The  19th.  Accompanied  Monf.  de  Broudonet  to  dine  with  Monf.  de  Par- 
mentier,  at  the  hotel  des  invalids.  A preddent  of  the  parliament,  a Monf.  Mailly, 
brother-in-law  to  the  chancellor,  was  there  $ Abbe  Commerel,  See.  See.  I 
remarked  two  years  ago,  that  Monf.  Parmentier  is  one  of  the  bed  of  men,  and 
beyond  all  quedion  underdands  every  circumdance  of  the  boulangerie  better  than 
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any  other  writer,  as  his  productions  clearly  manifeft.  After  dinner,  to  the 
plains  of  Sablon,  to  fee  the  fociety’s  potatoes  and  preparation  for  turnips,  of 
which  I fhall  only  fay  that  I wifh  my  brethren  to  flick  to  their  fcientijir  i arm- 
ing, and  leave  the  practical  to  thofe  who  underhand  it.  What  a fad  thing  for 
philosophical  hufbandmen  that  God  Almighty  created  flich  a thing  as  couch 
f triticum  repens.) 

The  20th.  News  ! — News ! — Every  one  ftares  at  what  every  one  might  have 
expected,  A meffage  from  the  King  to  the  prefi dents  of  the  three  orders,  that 
he  fhould  meet  them  on  Monday  j and,  under  pretence  of  preparing  the  hall  for 
the  feance  royale , the  French  guards  were  placed  with  bayonets  to  prevent  any 
of  the  deputies  entering  the  room.  The  circumftances  of  doing  this  ill-judged 
act  of  violence  have  been  as  ill-ad vi fed  as  the  act  itfelf.  Monf.  Bailly  received 
no  other  notice  of  it  than  by  a letter  from  the  Marquis  de  Breze,  and  the  depu- 
ties met  at  the  door  of  the  hall,  without  knowing  that  it  was  fhut.  Thus  the 
feeds  of  difguft  were  fown  wantonly  in  the  manner  of  doing  a thing,  which 
in  itfelf  was  equally  impaiatable  and  unconftitutional.  The  refolution  taken 
on  the  Spot  was  a noble  and  firm  one ; it  was  to  afiembly  inflantly  at  the  Jeu 
de  paume , and  there  the  whole  afiembly  took  a folemn  oath  never  to  be  difiblved 
but  by  their  own  confent,  and  to  confider  themfelves,  and  aft  as  the  National 
Afiembly,  let  them  be  wherever  violence  or  fortune  might  drive  them  y and 
their  expectations  were  fo  little  favourable,  that  expreifes  were  Cent  off  to 
Nantes,  intimating  that  the  National  AiTembly  might  pofiibly  find  it  neceffary 
to  take  refuge  in  fome  aiflant  city.  This  meffage,  and  placing  guards  at  the 
hall  of  the  fiates,  are  the  refult  of  long  and  repeated  councils,  held  in  the  King’s 
prefence  at  Marly,  where  he  has  been  fhut  up  for  fome  days,  feeing  nobody ; 
and  no  perfon  admitted,  even  to  the  officers  of  the  court,  without  jealoufy  and 
circumfpeftion.  The  King’s  brothers  have  no  feat  in  the  council,  but  the  Count 
d’ Artois  incefiantly  attends  the  refolutions,  conveys  them  to  the  Queen,  and  has 
long  conferences  with  her.  When  this  news  arrived  at  Paris,  the  Palais  Royal 
was  in  a flame,  the  coffee-houfes,  pamphlet-fhops,  corridores,  and  gardens  were 
crouded, — alarm  and  apprehenfion  fat  in  every  eye, — the  reports  that  were  cir- 
culated eagerly,  tending  to  fhew  the  violent  intentions  of  the  court,  as  if  it  were 
bent  on  the  utter  extirpation  of  the  French  nation,  except  the  party  of  the 
Queen,  are  perfectly  incredible  for  their  grofs  abfurdity : yet  nothing  was  fo 
glaringly  ridiculous,  but  the  mob  fwallowed  it  with  undiferiminating  faith.  It 
was,  however,  curious  to  remark,  among  people  of  another  defeription  (for 
I was  in  feveral  parties  after  the  news  arrived),  that  the  balance  of  opinions  was 
clearly  that  the  National  Afiembly,  as  it  called  itfelf,  had  gone  too  far — had  been 
too  precipitate — and  too  violent — had  taken  fleps  that  the  mafs  of  the  people 
would  not  fupport.  From  which  we  may  conclude,  that  if  the  court,  having 
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feen  the  tendency  of  their  late  proceedings,  fhall  purfuea  firm  and  politic  plan, 
the  popular  caufe  will  have  little  to  boafe. 

The  2 1 ft.  It  is  impoflible  to  have  any  other  employment  at  fo  critical  a mo- 
ment, than  going  from  houfe  to  houfe  demanding  news ; and  remarking  the 
opinions  and  ideas  moll  current. . The  prefent  moment  is,  of  all  others,  perhaps 
that  which  is  moll  pregnant  with  the  future  deiliny  of  France.  The  Rep  the 
commons  have  taken  of  declaring  themfelves  the  National  Afiembly,  independent 
of  the  other  orders,  and  of  the  King  himfelf,  precluding  a difib] ution,  is  in  fact 
an  affumplion  of  all  the  authority  in  the  kingdom.  They  have  at  one  feroke 
converted  themfelves  into  the  long  parliament  of  Charles  I.  It  needs  not  the 
afiiflance  of  much  penetration  to  fee  that  if  fetch  a pretenfion  and  declaration  be 
not  done  away.  King,  Lords,  and  Clergy  are  deprived  of  their  lhares  in  the 
legifiature  of  France.  So  bold,  and  apparently  defperate  a feep,  equally  deftruc- 
tive  to  the  royal  authority,  the  parliaments,  and  the  army,  and  to  every  interefe 
in  the  realm,  can  never  be  allowed.  If  it  be  not  oppofed,  all  other  powers  will 
lie  in  .ruins  around  that  of  the  commons.  With  what  anxious  expectation  mull 
one  therefore  wait  to  fee  if  the  crown  will  exert  itfelf  firmly  on  the  occafion, 
with  fueh  an  attention  to  an  improved  fyfeem.  of  liberty,  as  is  abfolutely  necef- 
iary  to  the  moment  1 All  things  confedered,  that  is,  the  characters  of  thofe  who 
are  in  pofifefiion  of  power,  no  well  digefted  fyfeem  and  feeady  execution  are  to  be 
looked  for.  In  the  evening  to  the  play ; Madame  Rocquere  performed  the  Queen 
•in  Hamlet  ; it  may  eafily  be  fuppofed  how  that  play  of  Shakefpeare  is  cut  in 
pieces.  It  has  however  effect  by  her  admirable  a ting. 

The  2 2d.  To  Yerfailles  at  fix  in  the  morning,  to  be  ready  for  the  feance 
royals.  Breakfailing  with  the  Due  de  Lian court,  we  found  that  the  King  had 
put  oft  going  to  the  feates  till  to-morrow  morning.  A committee  of  council 
was  held  lafe  night,  which  iat  till  midnight,  at  which  were  prefent  Monfieur 
and  the  Count  d’Artois  for  the  firfe  time : an  event  confidered  as  extraordinary, 
and  attributed  to  the  influence  of  the  Queen.  The  Count  d’ Artois,  the  deter- 
mined enemy  of  Monfi.  Necker’s  plans,  oppofed  his  fyfeem,  and  prevailed  to 
-have  the  feance  put  off  to  give  time  for  a council  in  the  King’s  prefenee  to-day. 
From  the  chateau  we  went  to  find  out  the  deputies;  reports  were  various  where 
they  were  aifemBling.  To  the  Re  colei s,  where  they  had  been,  but  finding  it 
incommodious,  they  went  to  the  church  of  St.  Louis,  whither  we  followed 
them,  and  were  in  time  to  fee  M.  Bailly  take  the  chair,  and  read  the  King’s 
letter,  putting  off  tho  feance  till  to-morrow.  The  fpeftacle  of  this  meeting 
was  lingular, — the  crowd  that  attended  in  and  around  the  church  was  great — • 
and  the  anxiety  and  fufpenfe  in  every  eye,  with  the  variety  of  exprefiion  that 
flowed  from  different  views  and  different  characters,  gave  to  the  countenances 
of  ail  the  world  an  imprefeion  I had  never  witnefeed  before.  The  only  bufinels 
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of  importance  tranfaffed,  but  which  laRed  till  three  o’clock,  was  receiving  the 
oaths  and  the  dgnatures  of  fome  deputies,  who  had  not  taken  them  at  the  yeu 
de  paume.-,  and  the  union  of  three  bifhops  and  150  of  the  deputies  of  the  clergy, 
who  came  to  verify  their  powers,  and  were  received  by  fucb  applaufe,  with  fuch 
clapping  and  fhouting  from  all  prefent,  that  the  church  refounded.  Apparently 
the  inhabitants  of  V erfailles,  which  having  a population  of  60,000  people  can 
afford  a pretty  numerous  mc-b,  are  to  the  lad:  perfon  in  the  intereR  of  the  com- 
mons; remarkable,  as  this  town  is  abfolutely  fed  by  the  palace;  and  if  the 
caufe  of  the  court  be  not  popular  here,  it  is  eafy  to  fuppofe  what  it  mud:  be 
in  all  the  red:  of  the  kingdom.  Dine  with  the  Due  de  Liancourt,  in  the  pa- 
lace, a large  party  of  nobility  and  deputies  of  the  commons,  the  Due  d’Orleans 
amcngR  them;  the  Bifhoo  of  Rodez,  Abbe  Syeyes,  and  Monf.  Rabaud  St. 
Etienne.  This  was  one  of  the  mod:  itriking  inftances  of  the  impredion  made 
on  men  of  different  ranks  by  great  events.  In  the  fireets,  and  in  the  church  of 
St.  Louis,  fuch  anxiety  was  in  every  face,  that  the  importance  of  the  moment 
was  written  in  the  phydognomy ; and  all  the  common  forms  and  falutations  of 
habitual  civility  loft  in  attention:  but  amcngR  a clafs  fo  much  higher  as  thole  I 
dined  with,  I was  ftruck  with  the  difference.  There  were  not,  in  thirty  per- 
fons,  five  in  whole  countenances  you.  could  guefs  that  any  extraordinary  event 
was  yoiny  forward  : more  of  the  converfation  wTas  indifferent  than  I fhould  have 
expected.  Had  it  all  been  fo,  there  would  have  been  no  room  for  wonder;  but 
obfervations  were  made  of  the  greateR  freedom,  and  fo  received  as  to  mark  that 
there  was  not  the  lead:  impropriety  in  making  them.  In  fuch  a cafe,  would  not 
one  have  expected  more  energy  of  feeling  and  expreifion,  and  more  attention  in 
converfation  to  the  crifis  that  muff  in  its  nature  dll  every  bofom?  Yet  they  ate, 
and  drank,  and  fat,  and  wra!ked,  loitered,  and  fmirked  and  fmiled,  and  chatted 
with  that  eafy  indifference,  that  made  me  Rare  at  their  indpidity.  Perhaps 
there  is  a certain  nonchalance  that  is  natural  to  people  of  fafhion  from  long  habit, 
and  which  marks  them  from  the  vulgar,  who  have  a thoufand  afperities  in  the 
expredion  of  their  feelings,  that  cannot  be  found  on  the  polifhed  furface  of  thofe 
whofe  manners  are  fmoothed  by  fociety,  not  worn  by  attrition.  Such  an  obfer- 
vation  would  therefore  in  all  common  cafes  be  unjuR;  but  I confefs  the  prefent 
moment,  which  is  beyond  all  queRion  the  moR  critical  that  France  has  feen 
from  the  foundation  of  the  monarchy,  dnee  the  council  was  adembled  that  muR 
dually  determine  the  King’s  conduct,  was  Rich  as  might  have  accounted  for  a 
behaviour  totally  different.  The  preience  of  the  Due  d’Orleans  might  do  a 
little,  but  not  much;  his  manner  might  do  more;  for  it  was  not  without  fome 
difguR,  that  I obferved  him  feveral  times  playing  off  that  fmali  iort  of  wit,  and 
flippant  readinefs  to  titter,  which,  I fuppofe,  is  a part  or  his  character,  or  it 
would  not  have  appeared  to-day.  From  his  manner,  he  feemed  not  at  all  dii- 
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pleafed.  The  Abbe  Syeyes  has  a remarkable  phyfiognomy,  a quick  rolling  eye  ; 
penetrating  the  ideas  of  other  people,  but  fo  cautioufly  referved  as  to  guard  his 
own.  There  is  as  much  character  in  his  air  and  manner  as  there  is  vacuity  of 
it  in  the  countenance  of  Monf.  Rabaud  St.  Etienne,  whofe  phyfiognomy,  how- 
ever, is  far  from  doing  him  juHice,  for  he  has  undoubted  talents.  It  feems 
agreed,  that  if  in  the  council  the  Count  d’Artois  carries  his  point,  Monf.  Nec- 
ker,  the  Count  de  Monlmorin,  and  Monf.  de  St.  Pried:  will  reiign;  in  which 
cafe  Monf.  Necker’s  return  to  power,  and  'in  triumph,  will  inevitably  happen. 

— Evening:. — The  plan  of  the 


Such  a turn,  however,  mull  depend  on  events. — 

Count  d’Artois  accepted;  the  King  wdll  declare  it  in  his  fpeech  to-morrow. 
Monf  Necker  demanded  to  reiign,  but  was  refuted  by  the  King.  All  is  now 
anxiety  to  know  what  the  plan  is. 

The  23d.  The  important  day  is  over:  in  the  morning  Verfailles  teemed 
filled  with  troops:  the  ffreets,  about  ten  o’clock,  were  lined  with  the  French 
guards,  and  fome  Swifs  regiments.  See.  : the  hall  of  the  Hates  was  furrounded, 
and  centinels  fixed  in  all  the  pafiages,  and  at  the  doors ; and  none  but  deputies 
admitted.  This  military  preparation  was  ill  judged,  for  it  feemed  admitting 
the  impropriety  and  unpopularity  of  the  intended  mearure,  and  .the  expectation, 
perhaps  fear,  of  popular  commotions.  They  pronounced,  before  the  King  left 
the  chateau,  that  his  plan  was  adverle  to  the  people,  from  the  military  parade 
with  which  it  was  ulhered  in.  The  contrary,  however,  proved  to  be  the  fact; 
the  propo  fit  ions  are  known  to  all  the  world  : the  plan  was  a good  one;  much  was 
granted  to  the  people  in  great  and  elfential  points ; and  as  it  was  granted  before 
they  had  provided  for  there  public  neceffi ties  of  finance,  which  occafiened  the 
•Hates  being  called  together;  and  coniequently  left  them  at  full  power  in  future 
to  procure  for  the  people  all  that  opportunity  might  prefent,  they  apparently 
-ought  to  accept  them,  provided  fome  lecurity  be  given  for  the  future  meetings 
of  the  Hates,  without  which  all  the  reH  would  be  infecure;  but  as  a little  nego- 
tiation may  eafily  fiecure  this,  I apprehend  the  deputies  will  accept  them  condi- 
tion ally  : the  me  of  foldiers,  and  fome  imprudencies  in  the  manner  of  forcing 
the  King’s  fyHem,  relative  to  the  interior  conHitution,  and  afiembling  of  the 
deputies,  as  well  as  the  ill-blood  which  had  had  time  to  brood  for  three  days 
paH  in  their  minds,  prevented  the  commons  from  receiving  the  King  with  any 
exprefiions  of  applaufe ; the  clergy,  and  feme  of  the  nobility,  cried  vive  le  Rot ! 
hut  treble  the  number  of  mouths  being  fiient,  took  off  all  effect.  It  feems 
they  had  previouily  determined  to  fufemit  not  to  violence:  when  the  King  was 
gone,  and  the  clergy  and  nobility  retired,  the  Marquis  de  Breze  waiting  a 
moment  to  fee  if  they  meant  to  obey  the  King’s  exprefs  orders,  to  retire  alio  to 
another  chamber  prepared  for  them,  and  perceiving  that  no  one  moved,  addreffed 
them, — Mejfieurs.,  tvous  connoifjez  les .intent ions  du  RoL  A dead  iilence  enfued; 
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and  then  it  was  that  luperior  talents  bore  the  fway,  that  overpowers  in  critical 
moments  all  other  condderations . The  eyes  of  the  whole  affembly  were  turned 
on  the  Count  de  Mirabeau,  who  indantly  replied  to  the  Marquis  de  Breze — 
Qui,  Monjieur , nous  avons  entendre  les  intentions  quon  a fuggerees  au  Roi,  & 
vous  qui  ne  fauriez  etre  fori  organe  aupres  des  etats  generaux , vous  qui  n avez  id 
ni  place , ni  voix.,  ni  droit  de  parler , vous  n etes  pas  fait  pour  nous  rapeller  fan 
difcours. . dependant  pour  eviter  toute  equivoque , & tout  delai,  je  vous  declare 
que  f I'&n  vous  a charge  de  nous  faire  fortir  d’ici , vous  devez  demander  des  ordres 
four  employer  la  force,  car  nous  ne  quitter  ons  nos  places  que  par  la  puifance  de  la 
baionette. — On  which  there  was  a general-cry  of — Tel  ef  ie'vau  de  V Affembled 
They  then  immediately  paffed  a confirmation  of  their  preceding  arrets  3 and,  on 
the  motion  of  the  Count  de  Mirabeau,  a declaration  that  their  perfons,  indivi- 
dually and  collectively,  were  facred ; and  that  all  who  made  any  attempts  againft 
them  fhould  be  deemed  infamous  traitors  to  their  country. 

The  24th.  The  ferment  at  Paris  is  beyond  conception;  10,000  people  have 
been  all  this  day  in  the  Palais  Royal ; a full  detail  of  yederday’s  proceedings 
was  brought  this  morning,  and  read  by  many  apparent  leaders  of  little  parties,, 
with  comments  to  the  people..  To  my  furprife,  the  King’s  propofitions  are  re- 
ceived with  univerfal  difguff  Pie  faid  nothing  explicit  on  the  periodical  meet- 
ing of  the  dates ; he  declared  all  the  old  feudal  rights  to  be  retained  as  pro- 
perty. Thefe,  and  the  change  in  the  balance  of  reprefentation  in  the  provincial 
affemblies,  are  the  articles  that  give  the  greated  offence.  But,  indead  of  looking 
to,  or  hoping  for  further  conceflions  on  thefe  points,  in  order  to  make  them 
-more  confonant  to  the  general  withes,  the  people  feem,  with  a fort  of  phrenzy, 
to  reject  all  idea  of  compromife,  and  to  infiff  on  the  .iteceffity  of  the  orders 
uniting,  that  full  power  may  confequently  refide  in  the  commons,  to  effeft  what 
•they  call  the  regeneration  of  the  kingdom;  a favourite  term,  to  which  they 
affix  no  precife  idea,  but  add  the  indefinite  explanation  of  the  general  reform 
of  all  abufes.  They  are  alfo  full  of  fufpicions  at  M.  Necker’s  offering  to 
refign,  to  which  circumdance  they  feem  to  look  more  than  to  much  more  efien- 
tial  points.  It  is  plain  to  me,  from  many  conventions  and  harangues  I have 
been  witnefs  to,  that  the  eonflant  meetings  at  the  Palais  Royal,  which  are  car- 
ried to  a degree  of  licentioufnefs  and  fury  of  liberty,  that  is  fcarcely  credible, 
united  with  the  innumerable  inflammatory  publications  that  have  been  hourly 
appearing  fince  the  affembly  of  the  dates,  have  fo  heated  the  people's  expecta- 
tions, and  given  them  the  idea  of  fuch  total  changes,  that  nothing  the  King  or 
court  could  do,  would  now  fatisfy  them;  confequently  it  would  be  idlenefs  itfelf 
to  make  conceflions  that  ate  not  Readily  adhered  to,  not  only  to  be  obferved  by 
the  King,  but  to  be  enforced  on  the  people,  and  good  order  at  the  fame  time 
redored.  But  the  Rumbling- block  to  this  and  every  plan  that  can  be  deviled, 

as 


*34 


PARIS. 


as  the  people  know  and  declare  in  every  corner,  is  the  fituation  of  the  hnances^ 
which  cannot  poffibly  be  reRored  but  by  liberal  grants  of  the  Rates  on  the  one 
hand,  or  by  a bankruptcy  on  the  other.  It  is  well  known,  that  this  point  has 
been  warmly  debated  in  the  council:  Monf.  Necker  has  proved  to  them,  that  a 
bankruptcy  is  inevitable,  if  they  break  with  the  Rates  before  the  finances  are 
reRored;  and  the  dread  and  terror  of  taking  Rich  a Rep,  which  no  minifier 
would  at  prefent  dare  to  venture  on,  has  been  the  great  difficulty  that  oppofed 
itfelf  to  the  projects  of  the  Queen  and  the  Count  d’ Artois.  The  meafure  they 
have  taken  is  a middle  one,  from  which  they  hope  to  gain  a party  among  the 
people,  and  render  the  deputies  unpopular  enough  to  get  rid  of  them  : an 
expectation,  however,  in  which  they  will  infallibly  be  miRaken.  If,  on  the 
fide  of  the  people  it  be  urged,  that  the  vices  of  the  old  government  make  a new 
fyfiem  neceffary,  and  that  it  can  only  be  by  the  firmefi  meafures  that  the  people 
can  be  putin  poiieffion  of  the  bleffings  of  a free  government;  it  is  to  be  replied,, 
on  the  other  hand,  that  the  perfonal  character  of  the  King  is  a juR  foun- 
dation for  relying  that  no  meafures  of  aCtual  violence  can  be  ferioufly  feared : 
that  the  Rate  of  the  finances,  under  any  poffible  regimen,  whether  of  faith  or 
bankruptcy,  muR  fecure  their  exiRence,  at  ieafi  for  time  fufficient  to  fecure  by 
negotiation,  what  may  be  hazarded  by  violence;  that  by  driving  things  to  ex- 
tremities, they  rifque  an  union  between  ail  the  other  orders  of  the  Rate,  with 
the  parliaments,  army,  and  a great  body  even  of  the  people,  who  mufi  difap- 
prove  of  all. extremities ; and  when  to  this  is  added  the  poffibility  of  involving  the 
kingdom  in  a civil  war,  now  fo  familiarly  talked  of,  that  it  is  upon  the  lips  of 
all  the  world,  wTe  muR  confefs,  that  the  commons,  if  they  Readily  refute  wffiat 
is  now  held  out  to  them,  put  immenfe  and  certain  benefits  to  the  chance  of  for- 
tune, to  that  hazard  which  may  make  poRerity  curie,  infiead  of  blefs,  their  me- 
mories as  real  patriots,  who  had  nothing  in  view  but  the  happinefs  of  their 
country.  Such  an  incefiant  buz  of  politics  has  been  in  my  ears  for  fome  days 
pafi,  that  I wrent  to-night  to  the  Italian  opera,  for  relaxation.  Nothing  could 
be  better  calculated  for  that  effect,  than  the  piece  performed.  La  Villanella  Ra- 
pt t a , by  Bianchi,  a delicious  competition.  Can  it  be  believed,  that  this  people, 
wffio  fo  lately  valued  nothing  at  an  opera  but  the  dances,  and  could  hear  no- 
thing but  a fquall — now  attend  with  feeling  to  Italian  melodies,  applaud  with 
tafie  and  rapture,  and  this  without  the  meretricious  aid  of  a fingde  dance!  The 
mufic  of  this  piece  is  charming,  elegantly  playful,  airy,  and 'pleafing,  with  a 
duet,  between  Signora  Mandini  and  Vigagnoni,  of  the  firft  lufire.  The  former 
k a moR  fafeinating  finger— her  voice  nothing,  but  her  grace,  expreffion,  foul, 
all  Rrung  to  exquifite  fenfibility. 

The  25th.  The  critieifms  that  are  made  on  Monf.  Necker’s  con  duff,  even 
by  his  friends,  if  above  the  level  of  the  people,  are  fevere.  It  is  pofitively  af- 
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fcrted,  that  Abbe  Syeyes,  Meflrs,  Mounier,  ChapelKer,  Bernave,  Target,  Tou- 
r-ette,  Rabaud,  and  other  leaders,  were  almofe  on  their  knees  to  him,  to  infill 
peremptorily  on  his  refignation  being  accepted,  as  they  were  well  convinced  that 
his  retreat  would  throw  the  Queen’s  party  into  infinitely  greater  difficulties  and 
embarrafiment  than  any  other  circumftance.  But  his  vanity  prevailed  over  all 
their  efforts,  to  lifeen  to  the  infidious  perfuafions  of  the  Queen,  wdio  fpoke  to 
him  in  the  ffyle  of  afidng  it  as  a requefi,  that  he  would  keep  the  crown  on  the 
King’s  head;  at  the  fame  time  that  he  yielded  to  do  it,  contrary  to  the  interefe 
of  the  friends  of  liberty,  he  feemed  fb  pleated  with  the  huzzas  of  the  mob  of 
Verfailles,  that  it  did  much  mifchief.  The  minifters  never  go  to  and  from  the 
King’s  apartment  on  foot,  acrois  the  court,  which  Monf.  Necker  took  this  on- 
portunity  of  doing,  though  he  himfelf  had  not  done  it  in  quiet  times,  in  order 
to  court  the  flattery  of  being  called  the  father  of  the  people,  and  moving  with 
an  immeme  and  fhouting  multitude  at  his  heels.  Nearly  at  the  time  that  the 
Queen,  in  an  audience  almoff  private,  fpoke  as  above  to  M.  Necker,  the  received 
the  deputation  from  the  nobility,  with  the  Dauphin  in  her  hand,  whom  ihe  pre- 
fented  to  them,  claiming  of  their  honour,  the  protection  of  her  fen’s  rights; 
clearly  implying,  that  if  the  .feep  the  King  had  taken  was  not  feeadily  purfued, 
the  monarchy  would  be  loft,  and  the  nobility  funk.  While  M.  Necker’s  mob 
was  heard  through  every  apartment  of  the  chateau,  .the  King  paiTed  in  his 
coach  to  Marly,  through  a dead  and  mournful  filence — and  that  juft  after  hav- 
ing given  to  his  people,  and  the  caufe  of  liberty,  more  perhaps  than  ever  any 
monarch  had  done  before.  Of  fetch  materials  are  all  mobs  made— -fo  impof- 
fible  is  it  to  fatisfy  in  moments  like  thefe,  when  the  heated  imagination  drefies 
every  vifionary  project  of  the  brain  in  the  bewitching  colours  of  liberty.  I 
feel  great  anxiety  to  know  what  will  he  the  refeilt  of  the  deliberations  of  the 
commons,  after  their  firft  protefis  are  over,  againft  the  military  violence  which 
was  fo  unj  ufeifiably  and  injudicioufiy  ufed.  Had  the  King’s  propofition  come 
after  the  fetpplies  were  granted,  and  on  any  inferior  queftion,  it  wuuld  be  quite 
another  affair;  but  to  offer  this  before  one  bulling  is  granted,  or  a feep  taken, 

makes  all  the  difference  imaginable. Evening. — 'The  conduct  of  the  court 

is  inexplicable,  and  without  a plan:  while  the  late  feep  was  taken,  to  fecure  the 
orders  fitting  feparate,  a great  body  of  the  clergy  had  been  permitted  to  go-  to 
the  commons,  and  the  Due  d’Orleans,  at  the  head  of  forty-feven  of  the  nobility, 
has  done  the  fame.:  and,  what  is  equally  a proof  of  the  unfeeadinefe  of  the 
court,  the  commons  are  in  the  common  hall  of  the  feates,  contrary  to  the  ex- 
press command  of  the  King.  The  fade  is,  the  feance  royale  was  repugnant  to 
the  perfonal  feelings  of  the  King,  and  he  was  brought  to  ft  by  the  council,  with, 
much  difficulty;  and  when  it  afterwards  became  necefeary,  as  it  did  every  hour, 
.to  give  new  and  effective  orders  to  feipport  the  fyfeem  then  laid  down,  it  was 
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requifite  to  have  a new  battle  for  every  point ; and  thus  the  fcheme  was  only 
opened,  and  not  perfifted  in  : — this  is  the  report,  and  apparently  authentic  : it  is 
eafy  to  fee,  that  that  hep  had  better,  on  a thoufand  reafons,  not  have  been  taken 
at  all,  for  all  vigour  and  effect  of  government  will  be  loft,  and  the  people  he 
more  aftiiming  than  ever.  Yefterday,  at  Verfailles,  the  mob  was  violent — they 
infulted,  and  even  attacked  all  the  clergy  and  nobility  that  are  known  to  be  ftre- 
nuous  for  preferving  the  feparation  of  orders.  The  Biftiop  of  Beauvais  had  a 
ftone  on  his  head,  that  almoft  ftruck  him  down  *.  The  Archbiihop  of  Paris 
had  all  his  windows  broken,  and  forced  to  move  his  lodgings  ; and  the  Cardinal 
de  la  Rochefoucauld  hift'ed  and  hooted.  The  confulion  is  fo  great,  that  the 
court  have  only  the  troops  to  depend  on ; and  it  is  now  faid  confidently,  that  if 
an  order  be  given  to  the  French  guards  to  fire  on  the  people,  they  will  refufe; 
obedience:  this  aftonilhes  all,  except  thofe  who  know  how  they  have  been  dif- 
gufted  by  the  treatment,  conduct,  and  manoeuvres  of  the  Due  de  Chatelet,  their 
colonel : fo  wretchedly  have  the  affairs  of  the  court,  in  every  particular,  been 
managed ; fo  miferable  its  choice  of  the  men  in  offices,,  even  fuch  as  are  the 
moft  intimately  connected  with  its  fafety,  and  even  exiftence.  What  a leftbn 
to  princes,  how  they  allow  intriguing  courtiers,  women,  and  fools,  to  interfere, 
or  aftume  the  power  that  can  be  lodged,  with  iafety,  only  in  the  hands  of  ability 
and  experience ! It  is  afterted  exprefsly,  that  thefe  mobs  have  been  excited  and 
inftigated  by  the  leaders  of  the  commons,  and  fome  of  them  paid  by  the  Due 
d’ Orleans.  The  diffraction  of  the  miniftry  is  extreme. — At  night  to  the  theatre 
Fran  pis-,  the  Earl  of  Eftex,  and  the  Maifon  de  Moliere . 

The  26th.  Every  hour  that  palies  feems  to  give  the  people  frelh  fpirit:  the 
meetings  at  the  Palais  Royal  are  more  numerous,  more  violent,  and  more  af- 
fured ; and  in  the  afifembiy  of  electors,  at  Paris,  for  fending  a deputation  to  the 
National  Aftembly,  the  language  that  was  talked,  by  all  ranks,  of  people,  was 
nothing  lefs  than  a revolution  in  the  government,  and  the  eflablifhment  of  a 
free  conftitution : what  they  mean  by  a free  conftitution,  is  eafily  underflood — 
a republic ; for  the  doctrine  of  the  times  runs  every  day  more  and  more  to  that 
point;  yet  they  profefs,  that  the  kingdom  ought  to  he  a monarchy  too;  or,  at 
leaf!,  that  there  ought  to  be  a king.  In  the  ftreets  one  is  ftunned  by  the 
hawkers  of  feditious  pamphlets,  and  deferiptions  of  pretended  events,  that  all 
tend  to  keep  the  people  equally  ignorant  and  alarmed.  The  fupinenefs,  and 
even  limpidity  of  the  court,  is  without  example : the  moment  demands 
the  greateft  aecifion — and  yefterday,  while  it  was  actually  a queftion,  whether 

* If  they  had  treated  him  more  feverely,  he  would  not  have  been  an  objedt  of  much  pity.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  Society  of  Agriculture  in  the  country,  where  common  farmers  were  admitted  to  dine 
with  people  of  the  fir  it  rank,  this  proud  fool  made  difficulties  of  fitting  down  m fuch  company. 
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he  ’fHould  be  a Doge  of  Venice,  or  a King  of  France,  the  King  went  a hunting ! 
The  fpectacle  of  the  Palais  Royal  prefen  ted  this  night,  till  eleven  o’clock,  and., 
as  we  afterwards  heard,  almoft  till  morning,  is  curious.  The  croud  was  pro- 
digious, and  fire-works  of  all  forts  were  played  oft,  and  all  the  building  was 
illuminated  : thefe  were  faid  to  be  rejoicings  on  account  of  the  Due  d’Orleans 
and  the  nobility  joining  the  commons ; but  united  with  the  excefiive  freedom, 
and  even  licentioufnefs  of  the  orators,  who  harangue  the  people ; with  the 
general  movement  which  before  was  threatening,  all  this  buttle  and  noife, 
which  will  not  leave- them  a moment  tranquil,  has  a prodigious  effedt  in  pre- 
paring them  for  whatever  purpofes  the  leaders  of  the  commons  lhall  have  in 
view ; confequently  they  are  grofsly  and  diametrically  oppofite  to  the  interefts 
of  the  court;— but  all  thefe  are  blind  and  infatuated.  It  is  now  underftood  by 
every  body,  that  the  King’s  offers,  in  the  feance  royale>  are  out  of  the  queffion. 
The  moment  the  commons  found  a relaxation,  even  in  the  trifling  point  of  af- 
fembling  in  the  great  hall,  they  diffegarded  all  the  reft,  and  confidered  :the 
.whole  as  null,  and  not  to  be  taken  notice  of,  unlefs  enforced  in  a manner  of 
which  there  were  no  figns.  They  lay  it  down  for  a maxim,  that  they  have  a right 
to  a great  deal  more  than  what  the  King  touched  on,  but  that  they  will  accept 
of  nothing  as  the  conceilion  of  power  : they  will  affume  and  fecure  all  to  them- 
ffelves,  as  matters  of  right.  Many  perfons  I talk  with,  feem  to  think  there  is 
nothing  extraordinary  in  this, — but  it  appears,  that  fuch  pretenfions  are  equally 
dangerous  and  inadmifiible,  and  lead  directly  to  a civil  war,  which  would  be 
the  height  of  madnefs  and  folly,  when  public  liberty  might  certainly  be  fe- 
cured,  without  any  fuch  extremity.  If  the  commons  are  to  affume  every  thing 
.as  their  right,  what  power  is  there  in  the  ffate,  Ihort  of  arms,  to  prevent  them 
from  affuming  what  is  not  their  right  ? They  mitigate  the  people  to  the  moll 
extenilve  expectations,  and  if  they  be  not  gratified,  all  muft  be  confulion ; 
and  even  the  King  himfelf,  ealy  and  lethargic  as  he  is,  and  indifferent  to 
power,  will  by  and  by  be  ferioufly  alarmed,  and  ready  to  lifien  to  meafures, 
to  which  he  will  not  at  prefent  give  a moment’s  attention.  All  this  feems  to 
point  ffrongly  to  great  confulion,  and  even  civil  commotions;  and  to  make  it 
apparent,  that  to  have  accepted  the  King’s  offers,  and  made  them  the  founda- 
tion of  future  negociation,  would  have  been  the  wifeff  conduct — and  with  that 
idea  I fhall  leave  Paris. 


The  27th.  The  whole  bufinefs  now  feems  over,  and  the  revolution  complete. 


The  King  has  been  frightened  by  the  mobs  into  overturning  his  own  a dr  of  the 
feance  royale , by  writing  to  the  preiidents  of  the  orders  of  the  nobility  and  clergy, 
requiring  them  to  join  the  commons, — in  direct  contradiction  to  what  he  had  or- 


dained before.  It  was  reprelented  to  him,  that  the  want  of  bread  was  fo  great  in 


every  part  of  the  kingdom,  that  there  was  no  extremity  to  which  the  people  might 
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not  be  driven  : that  they  were  nearly  flarving,  and  confequently  ready  to  liflen 
to  any  fuggeflions,  and  on  the  qui  vive  for  all  forts  of  mifchief : that  Paris  and 
Verfailles  would  inevitably  be  burnt ; and,  in  a word,  that  all  forts  of  mifery 
and  confufion  would  follow  his  adherence  to  the  fyflem  announced  in  the  feance 
royale . His  apprehenlions  got  the  better  of  the  party,  who  had  for  fome  days 
guided  him  and  he  was  thus  induced  to  take  this  hep,  which  is  of  fuch  im- 
portance, that  he  will  never  more  know  where  to  hop,  or  what  to  refufe  5 or  ra- 
ther he  will  find,  that  in  the  future  arrangement  of  the  kingdom,  his  fituation 
will  be  very  nearly  that  of  Charles  I.  afpedtator,  without  power,  of  the  effective 
refolutions  of  a long  parliament.  The  joy  this  Rep  occafioned  wTas  infinite  the 
whole  affembly,  uniting  with  the  people,  hurried  to  the  chateau.  Vive  le  Roi 
might  have  been  heard  at  Marly : the  King  and  Queen  appeared  in  the  balcony, 
and  were  received  with  the  loudefl  fhouts  of  applaufe  the  leaders,  who  governed 
thefe  motions,  knew  the  value  of  the  conceflion  much  better  than  thofe  who 
made  it.  I have  to-day  had  converfation  with  many  perfons  on  this  bufinefs ; 
and,  to  my  amazement,  there  is  an  idea,  and  even  among  many  of  the  nobility, 
that  this  union  of  the  orders  is  only  for  the  verification  of  their  powders,  and  for 
making  the  constitution , which  is  a new  term  they  have  adopted ; and  which 
they  ufe  as  if  a conflitution  were  a pudding  to  be  made  by  a receipt.  In  vain 
I have  alked,  wdiere  is  the  power  that  can  feparate  them  hereafter,  if  the  com- 
mons infill  on  remaining  together,  which  may  be  fuppofed,  as  fuch  an  arrange- 
ment will  leave  all  the  power  in  their  hands  ? And  in  vain  I appeal  to  the 
evidence  of  the  pamphlets  written  by  the  leaders  of  that  affembly,  in  which 
they  hold  the  Englifh  conflitution  cheap,  becaufe  the  people  have  not  power 
enough,  on  account  of  that  of  the  Crown  and  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  The  event 
now  appears  fo  clear,  as  not  to  be  difficult  to  predict : all  real  power  will  be 
henceforward  in  the  commons ; having  fo  much  inflamed  the  people  in  the  exer- 
cife  of  it,  they  will  find  themfelves  unable  to  ufe  it  temperately ; the  court  can- 
not fit  to  have  their  hands  tied  behind  them  the  clergy,  nobility,  parliaments, 
and  army,  wall,  when  they  find  themfelves  in  danger  of  annihilation,  unite 
in  their  mutual  defence  > but  as  fuch  an  union  will  demand  time,  they  will  find 
the  people  armed,  and  a bloody  civil  war  mufl  be  the  refult.  I have  more  than 
once  declared  this  as  my  opinion,  but  do  not  find  that  others  unite  in  it*.  At 
all  events,  however,  the  tide  now  runs  fo  ftrongly  in  favour  of  the  people,  and 

* I may  remark  at  prefent,  long  after  this  was  written,  that,  although  I was  totally  miflaken  in 
my  prediction,  yet,  on  a revifion,  I think  I had  a reafonable  ground  for  it,  and  that  the  co?nmon  courfe  of 
events  would  have  produced  fuch  a civil  war,  to  which  everything  tended,  from  the  moment  the  com- 
mons rejected  the  King’s  propofitions  of  the fiance  royale , which  I now  think,  more  than  ever,  that  they 
ought,  with  qualifications,  to  have  accepted.  The  events  that  followed  were  as  little  to  be  thought 
of  as  of  myfelf  being  made  King  of  France. 
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the  condud  of  the  court  feems  to  be  fo  weak,  divided,  and  blind,  that  little  can 
happen  that  will  not  clearly  be  dated  from  the  prefent  moment.  Vigour  and  abili- 
ties would  have  turned  every  thing  on  the  fide  of  the  court ; for  the  great  mafs 
of  nobility  in  the  kingdom,  the  higher  clergy,  the  parliaments,  and  the  army, 
were  with  the  crown ; but  this  defertion  of  the  condud,  that  was  necefiary  to 
fecure  its  power,  at  a moment  fo  critical,  muft  lead  to  all  forts  of  pretenfions. 
At  night  the  fire-works,  and  illuminations,  and  mob,  and  noife,  at  the  Palais 
Royal  increafed ; the  expence  muft  be  enormous ; and  yet  nobody  knows  with 
certainty  whence  it  arifes : fhops  there  are,  however,  that  for  1 2 feus,  give  as 
many  fquibs  and  ferpents  as  would  coil  five  livres.  There  Is  no  doubt  of  its 
being  the  Due  d’Orleans’  money:  the  people  are  thus  kept  in  a continual  fer- 
ment, are  for  ever  aflembled,  and  ready  to  be  in  the  laffc  degree  of  commotion 
whenever  called  on  by  the  men  they  have  confidence  in.  Lately  a company  of 
Swifs  would  have  crufhed  all  this  : a regiment  would  do  it  now  if  led  with  firm- 
nefs  ; but,  let  it  lad  a fortnight  longer,  and  an  army  will  be  requifite. — At 
the  play,  Mademoifelle  Conta,  in  the  Mifanthrope  of  Moliere,  charmed  me.  She 
truly  a great  adrefs ; eafe,  grace,  perfon,  beauty,  wit,  and  foul.  Pvlola  did  the 
mifanthrope,  admirably.  I will  not  take  leave  of  the  theatre  Francois  without 
once  more  giving  it  the  preference  to  all  I have  ever  feen. 

I fhall  leave  Paris  truly  rejoiced  that  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  have  it  un- 
doubtedly in  their  power  fo  to  improve  the  conditution  of  their  country,  as  to  ren- 
der all  great  abufes  in  future,  if  not  impoffible,  at  lead  exceedingly  difficult,  and 
confequently  will  edablifh  to  all  ufeful  purpofes  an  undoubted  political  liberty  ; 
and,  if  they  effed:  this,  it  cannnot  be  doubted  but  that  they  will  have  a thoufand 
opportunities  to  fecure  to  their  fellow-fubjeds  the  invaluable  bleifing  of  civil 
liberty  alfo.  The  date  of  the  finances  is  fuch,  that  the  government  may  eafily 
be  kept  virtually  dependent  on  the  dates,  and  their  periodical  exiftence  abfo- 
lutely  fecured.  Such  benefits  will  confer  happinefs  on  25  millions  of  people  -3  a 
noble  and  animating  idea,  that  ought  to  fill  the  mind  of  every  citizen  of  the 
world,  whatever  be  his  country,  religion,  or  purfuit.  I will  not  allow  myfelf  to 
believe  for  a moment,  that  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  can  ever  fo  far  forget 
their  duty  to  the  French  nation,  to  humanity,  and  their  own  fame,  as  to  differ 
any  inordinate  and  impradicable  views, — any  vifionary  or  theoretic  fydems,— - 
any  frivolous  ideas  of  fpeculative  perfedion ; much  lefs  any  ambitious  private 
views,  to  impede  their  progrefs,  or  turn  afide  their  exertions,  from  that  fecurity 
which  is  in  their  hands,  to  place  on  the  chance  and  hazard  of  public  commotion 
and  civil  war,  the  invaluable  blefiings  which  are  certainly  in  their  power.  I 
will  not  conceive  it  poffible,  that  men,  who  have  eternal  fame  within  their  grafp, 
will  place  the  rich  inheritance  on  the  call  of  a die,  and,  lofing  the  venture,  be' 
damned  among  the  word  and  mod  profligate  adventurers  that  ever  disgraced 
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humanity. — -The  Due  de  Liancourt  having  made  an  immenfe  collection  of  pamph- 
lets, buying  every  thing  that  has  a relation  to  the  prefent  period ; and,  among 
the  reft,  the  cahiers  of  all  the  diftriCts  and  towns  of  France  of  the  three  or- 
ders ; it  was  a great  objeCt  with  me  to  read  thefe,  as  I was  fure  of  finding  in 
them  a reprefentation  of  the  grievances  of  the  three  orders,  and  an  explanation 
of  the  improvements  wifhed  for  in  the  government  and  adminiflration  ; thefe 
cahiers  being  inflructions  given  to  their  deputies,  I have  now  gone  through 
them  all,  with  a pen  in  hand,  to  make  extracts,  and  fhall  therefore  leave 
Paris  to-morrow. 

The  28th.  Having  provided  myfelf  a light  French  cabriolet  for  one  horfe, 
or  gig  Anglois,  and  a horfe,  I left  Paris,  taking  leave  of  my  excellent  friend, 
Monf.  Lazowfki,  whofe  anxiety  for  the  fate  of  his  country  made  me  rc- 
fpeCt  his  character  as  much  as  I had  reafon  to  love  it  for  the  thoufand  atten- 
tions I was  in  the  daily  habit  of  receiving  from  him.  My  kind  proteCtrefs, 
the  Duchefs  d’Efliffac,  had  the  goodnefs  to  make  me  promile,  that  I 
would  return  again  to  her  hofpitable  hotel,  when  I had  finifhed  the  journey 
I was  about  to  undertake.  Of  the  place  I dined  at  on  my  road  to  Nangis,  I 
forget  the  name,  but  it  is  a peft-houfe  on  the  left,  at  a fmall  diflance  out  of  the 
road.  It  afforded  me  a bad  room,  bare  walls,  cold  raw  weather,  and  no  fire ; 
for,  when  lighted,  it  fmoked  too  much  to  be  borne ; — I was  thoroughly  out  of 
humour : I had  paffed  fome  time  at  Paris  amidfl  the  fire,  energy,  and  animation 
of  a great  revolution.  And  for  thofe  moments  not  filled  by  political  events,  I 
had  enjoyed  the  refources  of  -liberal  and  inflrudling  converfation ; the  amufe- 
ments  of  the  firft  theatre  in  the  world,  and  the  fafeinating  accents  of  Mandini, 
had  by  turns  folaced  and  charmed  the  fleeting  moments  : the  change  to  inns, 
and  thofe  French  inns;  the  ignorance  in  all  perfons  of  thofe  events  that  were 
now  palling,  and  which  fo  intimately  concerned  them;  the  deteflable  circum- 
fiance  of  having  no  newfpapers,  with  a p refs  much  freer  than  the  Englifh,  alto- 
gether formed  fuch  a contrail,  that  my  heart  funk  with  depreffion.  At  Guignes, 
an  itinerant  dancing- mailer  was  fiddling  to  fome  children. of  tradefmen ; to 
relieve  my.fadnefs,  I became  a fpeClator  of  their  innocent  pleafures,  and,  with 
great  magnificence,  I gave  four  1 2 f pieces  for  a cake  for  the  children,  which 
made  them  dance  with  frefli  animation  ; but  my  hofl,  the  poflmafler,  who  is  a 
furly  pickpocket,  thought  that  if  I was  fo  rich,  he  ought  alfo  to  receive  the 
benefit,  and  made  me  pay  9 liv.  lof-  for  a miferable  tough  chicken,  a cutlet,  - a 
fallad,  and  a bottle  of  lorry  wine.  Such  a dirty,  pilfering  difpofition,  did  not 
tend  to  bring  me  into  better  humour. 30  miles. 

The  29th.  To  Nangis,  the  chateau  of  which  belongs  to  the  Marquis  de 
.Guerchy,  who  lail  year  at  Caen  had  kindly  made  me  promife  to  fpend  a few 
days  here.  A houfe  almofl  full  of. company,  and  fome  of  them  agreeable,  with 
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the  eagernefs  of  Monf.  de  Guerchy  for  farming,  and  the  amiable  naivete  of  the 
marchionefs,  whether  in  life,  politics,  or  a farm,  were  well  calculated  to  bring 
me  into  tune  again.  But  I found  myfelf  in  a circle  of  politicians,  with  whom  I 
could  agree  in  hardly  any  other  particular,  except  the  general  one  of  cordially 
wifhing  that  France  might  edablifh  an  indedrudtible  fydem  of  liberty  3 but  for 
the  means  of  doing  it,  we  were  far  as  the  poles  afunder.  The  chaplain  of  Monf. 
de  Guerchy’s  regiment,  who  has  a cure  here,  and  whom  I had  known  at  Caen, 
Monf.  l’Abbe  de r~,  was  particularly  drenuous  for  what  is  called  the  regenera- 

tion of  the  kingdom,  by  which  it  is  impoflible,  from  the  explanation,  to  under- 
hand any  thing  more  than  a theoretic  perfection  of  government 3 quedionable  in 
its  origin,  hazardous  in  its  progrefs,  and  vilionary  in  its  end 3 but  always  pre- 
fen ting  itfelf  under  a moft  fufpicious  appearance  to  me,  becaufe  all  its  advocates, 
from  the  pamphlets  of  the  leaders  in  the  National  Aflfembly,  to  the  gentlemen 
who  make  its  panegyric  at  prefent,  affeCt  to  hold  the  conditution  of  Eng- 
land cheap  in  refpeCt  of  liberty:  and  as  that  is  unquedionably,  and  by  their 
own  admiffion  the  bell  the  world  ever  faw,  they  profefs  to  appeal  from  practice 
to  theory,  which,  in  the  arrangement  of  a queilion  of  fcience,  might  be  admit- 
ted, though  with  caution  3 but,  in  edablifhing  the  complex  intered  of  a great 
kingdom,  in  fe curing  freedom  to  25  millions  of  people,  feems  to  me  the  very 
acme  of  imprudence,  the  very  quinteflence  of  infanity.  My  argument  was  an 
appeal  to  the  Englifh  confutation  3 take  it  at  once,  which  is  the  buflnefs  of  a 
Angle  vote  3 by  your  poffefljon  of  a real  and  equal  j*e prefen tation  of  the  people, 
you  have  freed  it  from  its  only  great  objection  3 in  the  remaining  circum dances, 
which  are  but  of  fmall  importance,  improve  it — but  improve  it  cautioufly  3 for 
furely  that  ought  to  be  touched  with  caution,  which  has  given,  from  the  mo- 
ment of  its  edablifhment,  felicity  to  a great  nation  3 which  has  given  greatnels 
to  a people  deflgned  by  nature  to  be  little  3 and,  from  being  the  humble  copiers 
of  every  neighbour,  has  rendered  them,  in  a dngle  century,  rivals  of  the  mod 
fuccefsful  nations  in  thofe  decorative  arts  that  embellifli  human  life  3 and  the 
maders  of  the  world  in  all  thofe  that  contribute  to  its  convenience.  I was 
commended  for  my  attachment  to  what  I thought  was  liberty  3 but  anfwered, 
that  the  King  of  France  mud  have  no  veto  on  the  will  of  the  nation  3 and  that 
the  army  mud  be  in  the  hands  of  the  provinces,  with  an  hundred  ideas  equally 
impracticable  and  prepoderous.  Yet  thefe  are  the  fentiments  which  the  court 
has  done  all  in  its  power  to  fp read  through  the  kingdom  3 for  will  poderity 
believe,  that  while  the  preXs  has  fwarmed  with  inflammatory  productions,  that 
tend  to  proye  the  bleflings  of  theoretical  condition,  and  fpeculative  licentiouf- 
nefs,  not  one  writer  of  talents  has  been  employed  to  refute  and  confound  the 
falhionable  doctrines,  nor  the  lead  care  taken  to  difleminate  works  of  another 
^complexion?  By  the  way,  when  the  court  found  that  the  dates  could  not  be 
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afTembled  on  the  old  plan,  and  that  great  innovations  mull  accordingly  be 
made,  they  ought  to  have  taken  the  conditution  of  England  for  their  model ; 
in  the  mode  of  affembling,  they  fhould  have  thrown  the  clergy  and  nobles  into 
one  chamber,  with  a throne  for  the  King,  when  prefent.  The  commons  fhould 
have  adembled  in  another,  and  each  chamber,  as  in  England,  fhould  have 
verified  its  powers  to  itfelf  only.  And  when  the  King  held  a feance  royals , the 
commons  fhould  have  been  fent  for  to  the  bar  of  the  lords,  where  feats  fhould 
have  been  provided ; and  the  King,  in  the  edidt  that  confHtuted  the  dates,  fhould 
have  copied  from  England  enough  of  the  rules  and  orders  of  proceeding  to  pre- 
vent thofe  preliminary  difcufiions,  which  in  France  loll  two  months,  and  gave 
time  for  heated  imaginations  to  work  upon  the  people  too  much.  Ey  taking 
fuch  fleps,  fecurity  would  have  been  had,  that  if  changes  or  events  unforefeen 
arofe,  they  would  at  lead  be  met  with  in  no  fuch  dangerous  channel  as  another 
form  and  order  of  arrangement  would  permit. 1 5 miles. 

The  30th.  My  friend’s  chateau  is  a confiderable  one,  and  much  better  built 
than  was  common  in  England  in  the  fame  period,  200  years  ago ; I believe, 
however,  that  this  fuperiori ty  was  univerfal  in  France,  in  all  the  arts.  They  were, 
I apprehend,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.  far  beyond  us  in  towns,  houfes,  dreets, 
roads,  and,  in  fhort,  in  every  thing.  We  have  fince,  thanks  to  liberty,  con- 
trived to  turn  the  tables  on  them.  Like  all  the  chateaus  I have  feen  in  France, 
it  dands  clofe  to  the  town,  indeed  joining  the  end  of  it;  but  the  backyNw/,  by 
means  of  fome  very  judicious  plantations,  has  entirely  the  air  of  the  country,  with- 
out the  fight  of  any  buildings.  There  the  prefent  marquis  has  formed  an  Englifh 
lawn,  with  fome  agreeable  winding  walks  of  gravel,  and  other  decorations,  to 
fkirt  it.  In  this  lawn  they  are  making  hay ; and  I have  had  the  marquis,  Monf. 
1 Abbe,  and  fome  others  on  the  dack  to  fhew  them  how  to  make  and  tread  it : 
fuch  hot  politicians ! — it  is  well  they  did  not  fet  the  dack  on  fire.  Nangis  is 
near  enough  to  Paris  for  the  people  to  be  politicians  ; the  perruquier  that  dreffed 
me  this  morning  tells  me,  that  every  body  is  determined  to  pay  no  taxes,  fhould 
the  National  Affembly  fo  ordain. — But  the  foldiers  will  have  fomething  to  fay. 
No,  Sir,  never: — be  adored  as  v/e  are,  that  the  French  foldiers  will  never  fire 
on  the  people : but,  if  they  fhould,  it  is  better  to  be  fhot  than  darved.  He 
gave  me  a frightful  account  of  the  mifery  of  the  people ; whole  families  in  the 
utmod  didrefs  ; thofe  that  work  have  a pay  infufficient  to  feed  them — and  many 
that  find  it  difficult  to  get  work  at  all.  I enquired  of  Monf.  de  Guerchy  con- 
cerning this,  and  found  it  true.  By  order  of  the  magidrates  no  perfbn  is 
allowed  to  buy  more  than  two  buihels  of  wheat  at  a market,  to  prevent  mono- 
polizing. It  is  clear  to  common  fenfe,  that  all  fuch  regulations  have  a diredt 
tendency  to  increafe  the  evil,  but  it  is  in  vain  to  reafon  with  people  wdiofe  ideas 
are  immoveably  fixed.  Being  here  on  a market-day,  I attended,  and  faw  the 

wheat 


N A N G I S.' C OLUMIERS. 


I4J 


wheat  fold  out  under  this  regulation,  with  a party  of  dragoons  drawn  up  before 
the  market- crofs  to  prevent  violence.  The  people  quarrel  with  the  bakers, 
aliening  the  prices  they  demand  for  bread  are  beyond  the  proportion  of  wheat* 
and  proceeding  from  words  to  fcuffiing,  raife  a riot,  and  then  run  away  with 
bread  and  wheat  for  nothing:  this  has  happened  at  Nangis,  and  many  other 
markets ; the  confequence  was,  that  neither  farmers  nor  bakers  would  fupply 
them  till  they  were  in  danger  of  If  arving,  and  prices  under  fuch  circumfiances 
muff  neceffarily  rife  enormoufly,  which  aggravated  the  mifchief,  till  troops 
became  really  neceffary  to  give  fecurity  to  thofe  who  fupplied  the  markets. 
I have  been  lifting  Madame  de  Guerchy  on  the  expences  of  living  5 our 
friend  Monf.  L’Abbe  joined  the  converfation,  and  I collect  from  it,  that  to 
live  in  a chateau  like  this,  with  fix  men -Servants,  five  maids,  eight  horfes,  a 
garden,  and  a regular  table,  with  company,  but  never  to  go  to  Paris,  might 
be  done  for  1000  louis  a year.  It  would  in  England  coif  2000  3 the  mode 
of  living  (not  the  price  of  things)  is  therefore  cent,  per  cent,  different.*— 
There  are  gentlemen  (noblelfe)  who  live  in  this  country  on  6 or  8000  liv. 
(262I.  to  350I.),  that  keep  two  men,  two  maids,  three  horfes,  and  a cabriolet ^ 
there  are  the  fame  in  England,  but  they  are  fools.  Among  the  neighbours  who 
vifited  Nangis  was  Monf.  Trudaine  de  Montigny,  with  his  new  and  pretty 
wife,  to  return  the  firft  vifit  of  ceremony  : he  has  a fine  chateau  at  Montigny, 
and  an  efiate  of  4000  louis  a year.  This  lady  was  Mademoifelle  de  Cour  Breton, 
niece  to  Madame  Calonne ; flie  was  to  have  been  married  to  the  fon  of  Monf* 
Lamoignon,  but  much  again  11  her  inclinations ; finding  that  common  refufals 
had  no  avil,  fhe  determined  on  a very  uncommon  one,  which  was  to  go  to 
church,  in  obedience  to  her  father’s  orders,  but  to  give  a folemn  no  infiead  of  a 
yea.  She  was  afterwards  at  Dijon,  and  never  ftirred  but  fhe  was  received  with 
huzzas  and  acclamations  by  the  people  for  refilling  to  be  allied  with  la  Cour 
Pleniere ; and  her  firmnefs  was  every  where  fpoken  of  much  to  her  advantage. 
Monf.  la  Luzerne,  nephew  to  the  French  ambalfador  at  London,  was  there* 
and  who  informed  me,  that  he  had  learned  to  box  of  Mendoza.  No  one 
can  fay  that  he  has  travelled  without  making  acquifitions.  Has  the  Due 
d’ Orleans  alfo  learned  to  box  ? The  news  from  Paris  is  bad : the  commotions 
increafe  greatly  : and  fuch  an  alarm  has  fpread,  that  the  Queen  has  called  the 
Marechal  de  Broglio  to  the  King’s  clofet ; he  has  had  feveral  conferences  : the 
report  is,  that  an  army  will  be  collected  under  him.  It  may  be  now  neceffary  s 
but  woeful  management  to  have  made  it  fo. 

Jul  y 2 . To  Meaux.  Monf.  de  Guerchy  was  fo  kind  as  to  accompany  me  to 
Columiers ; I had  a letter  to  Monf.  Anvee  Dumee.  Pafs  Rofoy  to  Maupertius, 
through  a country  chearfully  diverfified  by  woods,  and  fcattered  with  villages  % 
and  fingle  farms  fpread  every  where  as  about  Nangis,  Maupertius  feems  fo  have 
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been  the  creation  of  the  Marquis  de  Montefquioeu,  who  has  here  a very  fine 
chateau  of  his  own  building  j an  extenfive  Englifh  garden,  made  by  the  Count 
d’ Artois’  gardener,  with  the  town,  has  all  been  of  his  own  forming,  I viewed 
the  garden  with  pleafure ; a proper  advantage  has  been  taken  of  a good  command 
of  a ftream,  and  many  fine  fprings  which  rife  in  the  grounds  ; they  are  well 
conducted,  and  the  whole  executed  with  tails.  In  the  kitchen-garden,  which 
is  on  the  dope  of  a hill,  one  of  thefe  fprings  has  been  applied  to  excellent  ufe : 
it  is  made  to  wind  in  many  doubles  through  the  whole  on  a paved  bed,  forming 
numerous  bafons  for  watering  the  garden,  and  might,  with  little  trouble,  be 
conducted  alternately  to  every  bed  as  in  Spain.  This  is  a hint  of  real  utility  to 
all  thofe  who  form  gardens  on  the  fides  of  hills  ; for  watering  with  pots  and 
pails  is  a miferable,  as  well  as  expenfive  fuccedaneum  to  this  infinitely  more 
effective  method.  There  is  but  one  fault  in  this  garden,  which  is  its  being 
placed  near  the  houfe,  where  there  fhould  be  nothing  but  lawn  and  fcattered 
trees  when  viewed  from  the  chateau.  The  road  might  be  hidden  by  a judi- 
cious ufe  of  planting.  The  road  to  Columiers  is  admirably  formed  of  broken 
hone,  like  gravel,  by  the  Marquis  of  Montefquioeu,  partly  at  his  own  expenfe. 
Before  I finifh  with  this  nobleman,  let  me  obferve,  that  he  is  efleemed  by  fome 
the  fecond  family  in  France,  and  by  others,  who  admit  his  pretentions,  even  the 
firfl ; he  claims  from  the  houfe  of  Armagnac,  which  was  undoubtedly  from 
Charlemagne  : the  prefent  King  of  France,  when  he  figned  fome  paper  relative 
to  this  family,  that  feemed  to  admit  the  claim,  or  refer  to  it,  remarked,  that  it 
was  declaring  one  of  his  fubjedls  to  be  a better  gentleman  than  himfelf.  But 
the  houfe  of  Montmorenci,  of  which  family  are  the  Dukes  of  Luxembourg  and 
Laval,  and  the  Prince  of  Pvobec,  is  generally  admitted  to  be  the  firft.  Monf.  de 
Montefquioeu  is  a deputy  in  the  Hates,  one  of  the  quarantem  the  French  academy, 
having  written  feveral  pieces : he  is  alfo  chief  miniiter  to  Monfieur,  the  Kings 
brother,  an  office  that  is  worth  1 00,000  liv.  a year  (4,375!,)  Dine  with  Monf. 
and  Madame  Dumee  , converfation  here,  as  in  every  other  town  of  the  country, 
feems  more  occupied  on  the  dearnefs  of  wheat  than  on  any  other  circumflance  ; 
yeflerday  was  market-day,  and  a riot  enilied  of  the  populace,  in  fpite  of  the 
troops,  that  were  drawn  up  as  ufual  to  protedl  the  corn : it  rifes  to  46  liv.  (2I.  3d.) 
the  feptier,  or  half- quarter,- — andfome  is  fold  yet  higher.  ToMeaux*,- — 32  miles. 

The  3d.  Meaux  was  by  no  means  in  my  direct  road ; but  its  diltricl. 
Brie  is  fo  highly  celebrated  for  fertility,  that  it  was  an  objedl  not  to  omit.  I 
was  provided  with  letters  for  M.  Bernier,  a confiderable  farmer,  at  Chaucaunin, 
near  Meaux  5,  and  for  M.  Gibert,  of  Neuf  Moutier,  a confiderable  cultivator, 
whofe  father  and  himfelf  had  between  them  made  a fortune  by  'agriculture. 
The  former  gentleman  was  not  at  home ; by  the  latter  I was  received  with 
great  hofpitality  - and  I found  in  him  the  ftrcngefl  defire  to  give  me  every  in- 
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formation  I wifhed.  Monf.  Gibert  has  built  a very  handfome  and  commodious 
houfe,  with  farming- offices,  on  the  mod  ample  and  folid  fcale.  I was  pleafed  to 
find  his  wealth,  which  is  not  inconfiderable,  to  have  amen  wholly  from  the  plough. 
He  did  not  forget  to  let  me  know,  that  he  was  noble,  and  exempted  from  all 
tailles  ->  and  that  he  had  the  honours  of  the  chace,  his  father  having  purchafed 
the  charge  of  Secretaire  du  Roi:  but  he  very  wifely  lives  en  fermier . His  wife 
made  ready  the  table  for  dinner,  and  his  bailiff,  with  the  female  domeftic,  who 
has  the  charge  of  the  dairy,  &c.  both  dined  wdth  us.  This  is  in  a true  farming 
ffyle ; it  has  many  conveniencies,  and  looks  like  a plan  of  living,  which  does 
not  promife,  like  the  foppiffi  modes  of  little  gentlemen,  to  run  through  a for- 
tune, from  falfe  fhame  and  filly  pretenfions.  I can  find  no  other  fault  with  hi» 
fyftem  than  having  built  a houfe  enormoufly  beyond  his  plan  of  living,  which 
can  have  no  other  effect  that  tempting  feme  fucceffor,  lefs  prudent  than  him- 
felf,  into  expences  that  might  diffipate  all  his  and  his  father’s  favings.  In  Eng- 
land that  would  certainly  be  the  cafe  $ the  danger,  however,  is  not  equal  in 
France. 

The  4th.  To  Chateau  Thiery,  following  the  courfe  of  the  Marne.  The 
country  is  pleafantly  varied,  and  hilly  enough  to  be  rendered  a conftant  picture, 
were  it  inclofed.  Thiery  is  beautifully  fituated  on  the  fame  river.  I arrived  there 
by  five  o’clock,  and  wifhed,  in  a period  fo  interefting  to  France,  and  indeed  to 
all  Europe,  to  fee  a newfpaper.  I afked  for  a coffee-houfe,  not  one  in  the 
town.  Here  are  two  parifhes,  and  fome  thoufands  of  inhabitants,  and  not  a 
newfpaper  to  be  feen  by  a traveller,  even  in  a moment  when  all  ought  to  be 
anxiety. — What  ftupidity,  poverty,  and  want  of  circulation  ! This  people 
hardly  deferve  to  be  free ; and  fhould  there  be  the  leaft  attempt  with  vigour  to 
keep  them  otherwife,  it  can  hardly  fail  of  fucceeding.  To  thole  who  have 
been  ufed  to  travel  amidft  the  energic  and  rapid  circulation  of  wealth,  ani- 
mation, and  intelligence  of  England,  it  is  not  poffible  to  deferibe,  in  words 
adequate  to  one’s  feelings,  the  dulnefs  and  ftupidity  of  France.  I have  been 
to-day  on  one  of  their  greateft  roads,  within  thirty  miles  of  Paris,  yet  I have  not 
feen  one  diligence,  and  met  but  a fingle  gentleman’s  carriage,  nor  any  thing  on 
the  road  that  looked  like  a gentleman. 30  miles. 

The  5th.  To  Mareuil.  The  Marne,  about  25  rods  broad,  flows  in  an  arable 
vale  to  the  right.  The  country  hilly,  and  parts  of  it  pleafant ; from  one  eleva- 
tion there  is  a noble  view  of  the  river.  Mareuil  is  the  refidence  of  Monf.  Le 
Blanc,  of  whofe  hufbandry  and  improvements,  particularly  in  fheep  of  Spain, 
and  cows  of  Switzerland,  Monf.  de  Brouftonet  had  fpoken  very  advantageoufly. 
This  was  the  gentleman  alfo  on  whom  I depended  for  information  relative  to 
the  famous  vineyards  of  Epernay,  that  produce  the  fine  Champagne.  What 
therefore  was  my  difappointment,  when  his  fervants  informed  me  that  he  was 
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nine  leagues  oil  on  buiinefs  ? Is  Madame  Le  Blanc  at  home  ? No,  jhe  is  at 
Id  or  mans.  My  complaining  ejaculations  were  interrupted  by  the  approach  of  a 
very  pretty  young  lady,  whom  I found  to  be  Mademoifelle  Le  Blanc-  Her  mama 
would  return  to  dinner,  her  papa  at  night ; and,  if  I wijhed  to  fee  him,  I had  better 
fay.  When  perfuafion  takes  fo  pleating  a form,  it  is  not  ealy  to  relift  it.  There 
is  a manner  of  doing  every  thing  that  either  leaves  it  abfolutely  indifferent  or 
that  interefts.  The  unaffected  good  humour  and  limplicity  of  Mademoifelle  Le 
Blanc  entertained  me  till  the  return  of  her  mama,  and  made  me  fay  to  myfelf, 
you  will  make  a good farmer  s wife.  Madame  Le  Blanc,  when  fhe  returned,  con- 
firmed the  native  hofpitality  of  her  daughter-;  affiired  me,  that  her  hulband 
would  be'  at  home  early  in  the  morning,  as  fhe  muft  difpatch  a meffenger  to 
him  on  other  buiinefs.  In  the  evening  we  flipped  with  Monf.  B.  in  the  fame 
village,  who  married  Madame  Le  Blanc’s  niece ; we  pafs  Mareuil,  through  it, 
has  the  appearance  of  a fmall  hamlet  of  inconliderable  farmers,  with  the  houfes 
of  their  labourers  ; and  the  fentiment  that  would  arife  in  mod  bofoms,  would 
be  that  of  picturing  the  banilhment  of  being  condemned  to  live  in  it.  Who 
Would  think  that  there  ftiould  be  two  gentlemen’s  families  in  it;  and  that 
in  one  I ihould  find  Mademoifelle  Le  Blanc  finging  to  her  fyftrum,  and  m 
-the  other  Madame  B.  young  and  handfome,  performing  on  an  excellent  Eng- 
lifti  piano  forte  ? Compared  notes  of  the  expences  of  living  in  Champagne  and 
Suffolk,; — agreed,  that  100  louis  d’or  a year  in  Champagne,  were  as  good  an 
income  as  1 80  in  England.  On  his  return,  Monf.  Le  Blanc,  in  the  moil  oblig- 
ing manner,  .Satisfied  all  my  enquiries,  and  gave  me  letters  for  the  moft  celebrated 
wine  d iff  rifts. 

The  yth.  To  Epernay,  famous  for  its  wines.  I had  letters  for  Monf,  Pare- 
tilaine,  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  merchants,  who  was  fo  obliging  as  to 
-enter,  with  two  other  gentlemen,  into  a minute  difquifition  of  the  produce  and 
profit  of  the  fine  vineyards..  The  hotel.de  Rohan  here  is  -a -very  good  inn,  where 
1 folaced  myfelf  with  a bottle  of  excellent  vin  moufeux  for  40 f and  drank 
profperity  to  true  liberty  in  France.- 12  miles. 

The  8th.  To  Ay,  a village  not  far  out  of  the  road  to  Rheims,  very  famous 
Tor  its  wines.  I had  a letter  for  Monf.  Lafnier,  who  has  60,000  bottles  in  his 
cellar,  but  unfortunately  he  was  not  at  home.  Monf.  Dorfe  has  from  30  to 
40,000.  All  through  this  country  the  crop  promifes  miferably,  not  on  ac- 
-count  of  the  great  frcft,  but  the  cold  weather  of  laft  week. 

To  Rheims,  .through  a foreft  of  five  miles,  on  the  crown  of  the  hill,  which 
feparates  the  narrow  vale  of  Epernay  from  the  great 'plain  of  Rheims.  The 
firft  view  of  that  city  .'from  this  hill,  juft  before  the  defcent,  at  the  diftance  of 
about  four  miles,  is  magnificent.  The  cathedral  makes  a great  figure,  and  the 
^church  of  St.  Remy  terminates  the  town  proudly.  Many  times  I have  had 
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fuch  a view  of  towns  in  France,  but  when  you  enter  them,  all  is  a clutter  of 
narrow,  crooked,  dark,  and  dirty  lanes.  At  Rheims  it  is  very  different:  the 
ftreets  are  almoft  all  broad,  ftrait,  and  well  built,  equal  m that  refpeft  to  any 
I have  feenr  and  the  inn,  the  hotel  de  Moulinet,  is  fo  large  and  well-ferved  as 
not  to  check  the  emotions  raifed  by  agreeable  bbje&s,  by  giving  an  impuiie  to 
contrary  vibrations  in  the  bofom  of  the  traveller,  which  at  inns  in  France  is 
too  often  the  cafe.  At  dinner  they  gave  me  a bottle  alfo  of  excellent  wine.  I 
fuppofe  fixed  air  is  good  for  the  rheumatifm  ; I had  fome  writhes  of  it  before  I 
entered  Champagne,  but  the  yin  moufjeux  has  abfolutely  banifhed  it.  I had 
letters  for  Monf.  Cadot  Lame,  * a confiderable  manufacturer,  and  the  poffelior 
of  a large  vineyard  which  he  cultivates  himfelf ; he  was  therefore  a double 
fund  to  me.  He  received  me  very  politely,  ainwered  my  enquiries,  and  fhewed 
me  his  fabric. — T he.  cathedral  is  large,  but  does  not  fcrike  me  like  that  of 
Amiens,  yet  ornamented,  and  many  painted  windows.  They  fhewed  me  the 
fpot  where  the  kings  are  crowned.  You  enter  and  quit  Rheims.  through  fuperb 
and  elegant  iron  gates : in  fuch  public  decorations,  promenades,  &c.  French 
towns  are  much  beyond  Engliih  ones.  Stopped  at  Sillery,  to  view  the  wine 
prefs  of  the  Marquis  de  Sillery;  lie  is  the  greater!  wine-farmer  in  all  Cham- 
pagne, having  in  his  own  hands  180  arpents.  Till  I got  to  Sillery,  I knew  not 
that  it  belonged  to  the  hufband  of  Madame  de  Geniis;  but  i determined, . on 
hearing  that  it  did,  to  prefume  to  introduce  myfelf  to  the  marquis,  fho’iilH  he 


be  at  home  : I did  not  like  to  oafs  the  door  of  Madame  de  Geniis  withoh  Weeing 
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her:  her  writings  are  too  celebrated 
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v-pt,  is  bad 

ncugh  indeed,  but  fuch  a refection  would-  have  made  it  ten  times  wor.fe  : the 
abfence,  however,  of  both  Monf.  and  Madame  cuieted  both  my  willies  and  anxi- 
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miles. 


eties.  He  is  in  the  ftales. — 

The  9th.  To  Chalons,  through  a poor  country  and  poor  crops.  M.  de  Brouf- 
fonet  had  given  me  a letter  to  Monf.  Sabbatier,  fecretary  to  the  Academy  of 
Sciences,  but  he  was  abfent.  A regiment  pafiing  to  Paris,  an  officer  at  the 
inn  addreffed  me  in  Engliih.— He  had  learned,  he  faid,  in  America,  damme ! — - 

' He  had  taken  Lord  Cornwallis,  damme ! Marechal  Broglio  was  appointed  to 

command  an  army  of  50,000  men  near  Paris — it  was  necefiary — the-  tiers  etdt 

were  running  mad — and  wanted  fome  wholefome-  correction  y they  want  to 

eftabliih  a republic — abfurd  ! Pray,  Sir,  what  did  you  fight  for  in  America  ? 
To  eftablifh  a republic.  What  was  fo  good  for  the  Americans,  is  it  fo  bad  for 
the  French  ? Aye,  damme  ! that  is  the  way  the  Englifb  want  to  be  revenged. 
It  is,  to  be  fare,  no  bad  opportunity.  Can  the  Englifh  follow'  abetter  example? 
He  then  made  many  enquiries  about  what  we  thought  and  laid  upon  it  in  Eng- 
land : and  I may  remark,  that  almoft  every  perfon  I meet  with  has  the  fame 
idea — "The  Englijh  mujt  be  very  well  contented  at  cur  conjiigion.  They  feel  pretty 
pointedly  what  they  delerve. — ■ — 12-I  miles. 
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The  10th.  To  Ove.  Pafs  Ccurtifieau,  a final  1 village,  with  a great  churchy 
and  though  a good  flream  is  here,  not  an  idea  of  irrigation.  Roofs  of  houfes  almoft 
hat,  with  projecting  eaves,  refembling  thofe  from  Pau  to  Bayonne.  At  St. 
Menehoud  a dreadful  temped:,  after  a burning  day,  with  fuch  a fall  of  rain, 
that  I could  hardly  get  to  Monf.  l’Abbe  Michel,  to  whom  I had  a letter. 
When  I found  him,  the  inceuant  flafhes  of  lightning  would  allow  me  no  con- 
vention ; for  all  the  females  of  the  houfe  came  into  the  room  for  the  Abbe’s 
protection  I fuppofe,  fo  I took  leave.  The  vin  de  Champagne , which  is  40 f.  at 
Rheims,  is  3 liv.  at  Chalons  and  here,  and  execrably  bad  3 fo  there  is  an  end  of 
my  phyfic  for  the  rheumatifm. — ■ — 25  miles. 

Theiith.  Pafs  Iflets,  a town  (or  rather  collection  of  dirt  and  dung)  of 
new  features,  that  feem  to  mark,  with  the  faces  of  the  people,  a country  not 
French. — - — 2 c miles. 

The  1 2th.  W alking  up  a long  hill,  to  eafe  my  mare,  I was  joined  by  a poor 
woman,  who  complained  of  the  times,  and  that  it  was  a fad  country ; on  my 
’demanding  her  reafons,  fhe  faid  her  hulband  had  but  a morfel  of  land,  one  cow, 
and  a poor  little  horfe,  yet  he  had  a franchar  (42 lb.)  of  wheat,  and  three 
chickens,  to  pay  as  a quit-rent  to  one  Seigneur ; and  four franchar  of  oats,  one 
chicken  and  if  to  pay  to  another,  beiide  very  heavy  tailles  and  other  taxes. 
She  had  feven  children,  and  the  cow’s  milk  helped  to  make  the  foup.  But 
why,  inflead  of  a horfe,  do  not  you  keep  another  cow  ? Oh,  her  huiband  could 
not  carry  his  produce  fo  well  without  a horfe  ; and  afles  are  little  ufed  in  the 
country.  It  was  faid,  at  prefent,  that  fomething  was  to  he  done  by  fame  great 
folks  for  fuch  poor  ones,  but  floe  did  not  know  who  nor  how,  but  God fend  us  better, 
car  les  tailles  & les  droits  nous  ecrafent . — This  woman,  at  no  great  diftance, 
might  have  been  taken  for  fixty  or  feventy,  her  figure  was  fo  bent,  and  her 
face  fo  furrowed  and  hardened  by  labour, — but  fhe  faid  fhe  was  only  twenty- 
eight.  An  Englifhman,  who  has  not  travelled,  cannot  imagine  the  figure 
made  by  infinitely  the  greater  part  of  the  countrywomen  in  France  j it  fpeaks, 
at  the  firfl  fight,  hard  and  fevere  labour : I am  inclined  to  think,  that  they 
work  harder  than  the  men,  and  this,  united  with  the  more  miferable  labour  of 
bringing  a new  race  of  flaves  into  the  world,  deflroys  abfolutely  all  fymmetry 
of  perfon  and  every  feminine  appearance.  To  what  are  we  to  attribute  this 
difference  in  the  manners  of  the  lower  people  in  the  two  kingdoms ? To  Go- 
vernment.— 23  miles. 

The  1 3th.  Leave  Mar-le-Tour  at  four  in  the  morning : the  village  herdfman 
was  founding  his  horn  j and  it  was  droll  to  fee  every  door  vomiting  out  its 
hogs  or  fheep,  and  forne  a few  goats,  the  flock  collecting  as  it  advances.  Very 
poor  fheep,  and  the  pigs  with  mathematical  backs,  large  fegments  of  final! 
circles.  They  muff  have  abundance  of  commons  here,  but,  if  I may  judge  by 
the  report  of  the  animals  carcafes,  dreadfully  overflocked.  To  Metz,  one  of 
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the  ftrongeft  places  in  France  ; pafs  three  draw- bridges,  but  the  command  of 
water  muft  give  a ftrength  equal  to  its  works.  The  common  garrifon  is  1 0,000 
men,  but  there  are  fewer  at  prefent.  Waited  on  M,  de  Payen,  fecretary  of  the 
Academy  of  Sciences  ; he  alked  my  plan,  which  I explained ; he  appointed  me  at 
four  in  the  afternoon  at  the  academy,  as  there  would  be  a feance  held ; and  he 
promifed  to  introduce  me  to  fome  perfons  who  could  anfwer  my  enquiries-  I 
attended  accordingly,  when  I foupd  the  academy  aiTembled  at  one  of  their 
weekly  meetings.  Monf.  Payen  introduced  me  to  the  members,  and,  before 
they  proceeded  to  their  buiinefs,  they  had  the  goodnefs  to  lit  in  council  on  my 
enquiries,  and  to  refolve  many  of  them.  In  the  Almanack  de  Trois  Evecke's,  1789, 
this  academy  is  faid  to  have  been  inftituted  particularly  for  agriculture  ; I turned 
to  the  lift  of  their  honorary  members  to  fee  w7hat  attention  they  had  paid  to  the 
men  who,  in  the  prefent  age,  have  advanced  that  art.  I found  an  Engliffiman, 
Dom  Cowley,  of  London.  Who  is  Dom  Cowley  ? — Dined  at  the  table  d’hote, 
with  feven  officers,  out  of  whofe  mouths,  at  this  important  moment,  in  which 
converfation  is  as  free  as  the  prefs,  not  one  word  iftued  for  which  I would,  give 
a ftraw,  nor  a fubjed:  touched  on  of  more  importance,  than  a coat,  or  a puppy 
dog.  At  tables  de  botes  of  officers,  you  have  a voluble  garniture  of  bawdry  or 
nonfenfe ; at  thofe  of  merchants,  a mournful  and  ftupid  ftlence.  Take  the  mafs 
of  mankind,  and  you  have  more  good  fenfe  in  half  an  hour  in  England  than 
in  half  a year  in  France. — Government!  Again: — all — all — is  government* 

• 15  miles. 

The  14th.  They  have  a cabinet  liter  air  e at  Metz,  fomething  like  that  I 
defcribed  at  Nantes,  but  not  on  fo  great  a plan ; and  they  admit  any  perfon  to- 
read  or  go  in  and  out  for  a day,  on  paying  4 f To  this  I eagerly  reforted,  and 
the  news  from  Paris,  both  in  the  public  prints,  and  by  the  information  of  a 
gentleman,  I found  to  be  interefting.  Verfailles  and  Paris  are  furrounded  by 
troops : 35,000  men  are  aiTembled,  and  20,000  more  on  the  road,  large  trains  of 
artillery  collected,  and  all  the  preparations  of  war.  The  affembling  of  fuch  -a 
number  of  troops  has  added  to  the  fcarcity  of  bread ; and  the  magazines  that 
have  been  made  for  their  fupport  are  not  eaftly  by  the  people  diftinguifhed  from 
thofe  they  fufped:  of  being  collected  by  monopolifts.  This  has  aggravated  their 
evils  almoft  to  madnefs ; lb  that  the  confuiion  and  tumult  of  the  capital  are  ex- 
treme. A gentleman  of  an  excellent  underftanding,  and  apparently  of  confede- 
ration, from  the  attention  paid  him,  with  whom  I had  fome  converfation  on  the 
fubjed:,  lamented,  in  the  moil  pathetic  terms,  the  ftuation  of  his  country;  he 
confiders  a civil  war  as  impoilible  to  be  avoided.  There  is  not,  he  added,  a 
doubt  but  the  court,  finding  it  impoilible  to  bring  the  National  Afiembly  to 
terms,  will  get  rid  of  them  ; a bankruptcy  at  the  fame  moment  is  inevitable ; 
the  union  of  fuch  confuiion  muft  be  a civil  war  5 and  it  is  now  only  by  torrents. 

of 
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of  blood  that  we  have  any  hope  of  eftablifhing  a freer  confutation  : yet  it  muff  be 
eftabliihed  ; for  the  old  government  is  rivetted  to  ahufes  that  are  infupportable. 
He  agreed  with  me  entirely,  that  the  proportions  of  the  feance  royals , though 
certainly  not  fufficiently  fatisfa&ory,  yet,  were  the  ground  for  a negotiation,  that 
would  have  fecured  by  degrees  all  even  that  the  fword  can  give  us , let  it  be  asfuc- 
cefsful as  it  will.  Hhepurfe- — the  power  of  the  purfe  is  every  thing  jkilfully  managed -, 
with  fo  necejjitous  a government  as  ours , it  would , one  after  another , have  gained 
all  we  wijhed.  As  to  a war , Heaven  knows  the  event  • and  if  we  have  fuccefs , 
fuccefs  itfelf  may  ruin  us ; France  may  have  a Cromwell  in  its  bofom , as  well  as 
England.  Metz  is,  without  exception,  the  cheapeft  town  I have  been  in. 
The  table  d’hote  is  36  f.  a head,  plenty  of  good  wine  included.  We  were  ten, 
and  had  two  courfes  and  a defiert  of  ten  dithes  each,  and  thofe  courles  plentiful. 
The  fupper  is  the  fame  ; I had  mine,  of  a pint  of  wine  and. a large  plate  of 
cliaudies,  in  my  chamber,  for  1 of.  a her  fa,  hay,  and  corn  2 yf  and  nothing  for 
the  apartment ; my  expence  was  therefore  71  f.  a day,  or  2s.  1 1 1 d. ; and  with  the 
table  d’hote  for  fupper,  would  have  been  but  97 f.  or  4s.  of  d. — In  addition,  much 
civility  and  good  attendance.  It  is  at  the  Fafan.  Why  are  the  cheapeft  inns 
in  France  the  belt  ? — The  country  to  Pont-a- Moulton  is  all  of  bold  features.’ — 
The  river  Mofeile,  which  is  coniiderable,  runs  in  the  yale,  and  the  hills-  on 
each  fide  are  high.  Not  far  from  Metz  there  are  the  remains  of  an  ancient 
aqueduct  for  conducting  the  waters  of  a ipring  acrcfs  the  Mofeile  : there  are 
many  arches  left  on  this  fide,  with  the  houfes  of  poor  people  built  between  them. 
At  Pont-a-MoufTon  Monf.  Pichon,  the  fub-delegueof  the  intendant,  to  whom  I 
had  letters,  received  me  politely,  fatisned  my  enquiries,  which  he  was  well  able 
to  do  from  his  office,  and  conducted  me.  to  fee  whatever  was  worth  viewing  in 
the  town..  It  does  not  contain  much  ; the  ecole  militaire , for  the  fons  of  the 
poor  nobility,  alfo  the  convent  de  Premontre , which  has  a very  fine  library,  107 
feet  long  and  25  broad.  I was  introduced  to  the  abbot  as  a perfon  who  had  feme 
knowledge  in  agriculture. 17  miles. 

The  1 5th.  I went  to  Nancy,  with  great  expectation,  having  heard  it  repre- 
fented  as  the  prettieft  town  in  France.  I think,  on  the  whole,  it  is  not  unde- 
ferving  the  character  in  point  of  building,  direction,  and  breadth  of  flreets.— 
Bourdeaux  is  far  more  magnificent ; Bayonne  and  N antes  are  more  lively ; 
but  there  is  more  equality  in  Nancy  1 it  is  almoft  all  good ; and  the  pub- 
lic buildings  are  numerous.  The  place  royale , and  the  adjoining  area  are 
fuperb.  Letters  from  Paris!  all  confufion  ! the  miniftry  removed:  Monk 
Necker  ordered  to  quit  the  kingdom  without  noife.  The  efieCt  on  the  people 

of  Nancy  was  coniiderable. — i was  with  Monf.  Willemet  when  his  letters  ar- 
* 

rived,  and  for  feme  time  his  houfe  was  full  of  enquirers  ; all  agreed,  that  it  was 
fatal  news,  and  that  it  would  occafion  great  commotions.  What  wtll  toe  the  re - 
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felt  at  Nancy  f The  anfwer  was  in  effect  the  fame  from  all  I put  this  queftion 
to  : We  are  a provincial  town,  we  muft  wait  to  fee  what  is  done  at  Paris  ; but 
every  thing  is  to  be  feared  from  the  people , becaufe  bread  is  fo  dear , they  are  half 
farved,  and  are  confequently  ready  for  commotion . This  is  the  general  feel- 

ing ; they  are  as  nearly  concerned  as  Paris  ; but  they  dare  not  fir  ; they  dare 
not  even  have  an  opinion  of  their  own  till  they  know  what  Paris  thinks  ; fo 
that  if  a flawing  populace  were  not  in  queftion,  no  one  would  dream  of  mov- 
ing. This  confirms  what  I have  often  heard  remarked,  that  the  deficit  would 
not  have  produced  the  revolution  but  in  concurrence  with  the  price  of  bread. 
Does  not  this  fhew  the  infinite  confequence  of  great  cities  to  the  liberty  of 
mankind  ? Without  Paris,  1 queftion  whether  the  prefect  revolution,  which  is 
rapidly  working  in  France,  could  poftibiy  have  had  an  origin.  It  is  not  in  the 
villages  of  Syria  or  Diarbekir  that  the  Grand  Signor  meets  with  a murmur 
againft  his  will ; it  is  at  Conftantinople  that  he  is  obliged  to  manage  and  mix 
caution  .even  with  defpotifm.  Mr.  Willemet,  who  is  demonftrator  of  botany, 
fhewed  me  the  botanical  garden,  but  it  is  in  a condition  that  fpeaks  the  want 
of  better  funds.  He  introduced  me  to  Monf.  Du-rival,  who  has  written  on  the 
vine,  an d gave  me  one  of  his  treadles,  • and  alfo -two  of  his  own  on  botanical 
fubjefls.  He  alfo  conducted  me  to  Monf.  I’ Abbe  Grandpere,  a gentleman, 
curious  in  gardening,  who,  as  foon  as  he  knew  that  I was  an  Englishman, 
whimfically  took  it  into  his  head  to  introduce  me  to  a lady,  my  countrywoman, 
who  hired,  he  faid,  the  greateft  part  of  his  houfe.  I remonftrated  againft  the 
impropriety  of  this,  but  all  in  vain  .;  the  Abbe  had  never  travelled,,  and  thought 
that  if  he  were  at  the  diftance  of  England  from  France  (the  French  are  not 
commonly  good  geographers)  he  fhould  bewery  glad  to  fee  a Frenchman ; and 
ithat,  by  parity  of  reafoning,  this  lady  muft  be  the  fame  to  meet  a countryman 
The  never  faw  or  heard  of.  Away  he  went,  and  would  not  reft  till  I was  conducted 
into  her  apartment.  It  was  the  Dowager  Lady  Douglas  ; the  was  unaffected, 
and  good  enough  not  to  be  offended  at  fuch  a ftrange  intrufton. — She  had  been 
Fere  but  a few  days ; had.  two  fine  daughters  with  her,  and  a beautiful  Kamchatka 
dog;  fhe  was  much  troubled  with  the  intelligence  her  friends  in  the  town  had 
quft  given  her,  fince  fhe  would,  in  all  . probability,  be  forced  to  move  again,  as 
-the  news  of  Monf.  Nec-ker’s  removal,  and  the  new  miniftry.  being  appointed, 
-would  certainly  occafion  fuch  dreadful  tumults,  that  a foreign  family  would 
-probably  find  it  equally  dangerous  .and  difagreeable. 18  miles. 

The  1 6th.  All  the  houfes  at  Nancy  have  tin  eave  troughs  and  pipes,  which 
render  walkingln.  the  ftreets  much  more  e-aiy  and  agreeable;  it  is  alfo  an  additional 
•confumption^'  which  is  politically  ufeful.  Both  this  place  and  Luneville  ar.e 
lighted  in  thl  Engliih  manner,  inftead  of  fhe  lamps  being  ftrung  acrofs  the 
afreets  as  in  other  French,  towns.  Before  I quit  Nancy,  let  me  caution,  the  un- 
wary 
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wary  traveller,  if  he  is  not  a great  lord,  with  plenty  of  money  that  he  does  not 
know  what  to  do  with,  againft  the  hotel  d'  Angle  ter  re ; a bad  dinner  3 liv.  and 
for  the  room  as  much  more.  A pint  of  wine,  and  a plate  of  chaudie  20 f. 
which  at  Metz  was  1 of.  and  in  addition,  I liked  fo  little  my  treatment,  that  I 
changed  my  quarters  to  the  hotel  de  Halle , where,  at  the  table  d’hote,  I had  the 
company  of  fome  agreeable  officers,  two  good  courfes,  and  a deffiert  for  36 f. 
with  a bottle  of  wine.  The  chamber  20  f. ; for  building,  however,  the  hotel 
d’ Anglet err e is  much  fuperior,  and  is  the  firft  inn.  In  the  evening  to  Lune- 
ville.  The  country  about  Nancy  is  pleafing. 17  miles. 

The  17th.  Luneville  being  the  refidence  of  Monf.  Lazowfki,  the  father  of 
my  much  efleemed  friend,  who  was  advertifed  of  my  journey,  I waited  on  him 
in  the  morning ; he  received  me  with  not  politenefs  only,  but  hofpitality — with  a 
holpitality  I began  to  think  was  not  to  be  found  on  this  fide  of  the  kingdom. — . 
From  Mareuil  hither,  I had  really  been  fo  unaccuftomed  to  receive  any  attentions 
of  that  fort,  that  it  awakened  me  to  a train  of  new  feelings  agreeably  enough. — . 
An  apartment  was  ready  for  me,  which  I was  preffied  to  occupy,  defired  to  dine, 
and  expe&ed  to  flay  fome  days : he  introduced  me  to  his  wife  and  family,  particu- 
larly to  M.  FAbbe  Lazowfki,  who,  with  the  moil  obliging  alacrity,  undertook 
the  office  of  ffiewing  me  whatever  was  worth  feeing. — We  examined,  in  a walk 
before  dinner,  the  eftabliihment  of  the  orphans  ; well  regulated  and  conducted. 
Luneville  wants  fuch  eftablifhments,  for  it  has  no  manufactory,  and  therefore  is 
very  poor ; I was  affured  not  lefs  than  half  the  population  of  the  place,  or  1 0,000 
perfons  are  poor.  Luneville  is  cheap.  A cook’s  wages  two,  three,  or  four  louis ; 
a maid’s,  that  dreffes  hair,  three  or  four  louis ; a common  houfemaid,  one  louis ; 
a common  footman,  cr  a houfe  lad,  three  louis.  Rent  of  a good  houfe  fixteen  or 
feven teen  louis.  Lodgings  of  four  or  five  rooms,  fome  of  them  fmall,  nine  louis. 
After  dinner,  wait  on  M.  Vaux  dit  Pompone,  an  intimate  acquaintance  of  my 
friend  ; here  mingled  hofpitality  and  politenefs  alfo  received  me ; and  fo  much 
was  I preffied  to  dine  with  him  to-morrow,  that  I fhould  certainly  flay,  were  it 
merely  for  the  pleafure  of  more  converfation  with  a very  fenfible  and  cultivated 
man,  who,  though  advanced  in  years,  has  the  talents  and  good  humour  to  render 
his  company  univerfally  agreeable  : but  I was  obliged  to  refufe  it,  having  been 
out  of  order  all  day.  Yefterday’s  heat  was  followed,  after  fome  lightning,  by  a 
cold  night,  and  I laid,  without  knowing  it,  with  the  windows  open,  and  caught 
cold,  I fuppofe,  from  the  information  of  my  bones.  I am  acquainted  with 
ftrangers  as  eafily  and  quickly  as  any  body,  a habit  that  much  travelling  can 
fcarcely  fail  to  give,  but  to  be  ill  among  them  would  be  enuyante , demand  too 
much  attention,  and  encroach  on  their  humanity.  This  induced  me  to  refufe  the 
obliging  wifhes  of  both  the  Meffirs.  Lazowfki’s,  Monf.  Pompone,  and  alfo  of 
a pretty  and  agreeable  American  lady,  I met  at  the  houfe  of  the  latter.  Her 
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hi fitory  is  Angular,  and  yet  very  natural.  She  was  Mils  Blake,  of  New 
what  carried  her  to  Dominica  I know  not;  but  the  fun  did  not  fpoii  her  com- 
plexion: a French  officer,  Monf.  Tibalie,  on  taking  the  ijlan 
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captive,  and  in  turn  became  hers,  fell  in  love,  and  married  her ; brought  his 
prize  to  France,  and  fettled  her  in  his  native  town  of  Luneville.  The  regi- 
ment, of  which  he  is  major,  being  quartered  in  a diftant  province,  fhe  com- 
plained of  feeing  her  hufband  not  more  than  for  fix  months  in  two  years.  She 
has  been  four  years  at  Luneville ; and  having  the  fociety  of  three  children,  is 
reconciled  to  a fcene  of  life  new  to  her.  Monf.  Pompone,  who,  die  afiiired  me, 
is  one  of  the  belt  men  in  the  world,  has  parties  every  day  at  his  houfe,  not  more 
to  his  own  fatisfadlion  than  to  her  comfort. — This  gentleman  is  another 
infiance,  as  well  as  the  major,  of  attachment  to  the  place  of  nativity ; lie  was 
bom  at  Luneville ; attended  King  Staniflaus  in  fome  refpectable  office,  near  his 
perfon ; has  lived  much  at  Paris,  and  wdth  the  great,  and  had  firfi  minifiers  of 
ftate  for  his  intimate  friends  ; but  the  love  of  the  natale  folum  brought  him  back 
to  Luneville,  where  he  has  lived  beloved  and  reflected  for  many  years,  fur- 
rounded  by  an  elegant  collection  of  books,  amongfi  which  the  poets  are  not 
forgotten,  having  himfelf  no  inconsiderable  talents  in  transfufing  agreeable  fen- 
timents  into  pleafing  verfes.  He  has  fome  couplets  of  his  own  compofition, 
under  the  portraits  of  his  friends,  which  are  pretty  and  eafy.  It  would  .have 
given  me  much  pleafure  to  have  fpent  fome  days  at  Luneville ; an  opening  was 
made  for  me  in  two  houfes,  where  I fhould  have  met  with  a friendly  and  agree- 
able reception : but  the  misfortunes  of  travelling  are  fometimes  the  accidents 
that  crofs  the  moments  prepared  for  enjoyment ; and  at  others,  the  fyftem  of  a 
journey  inconfiftent  with  the  plans  of  deftined  pleafure. 

The  1 8th.  To  Haming,  through  an  uninterefting  country. 28  miles. 

The  19th.  To  Savern,  in  Alface  : the  country  to  Phalibourg,  a filial!  forti- 
fied town,  on  the  frontiers,  is  much  the  fame  in  appearance  as  hitherto.  The  wo- 
men in  Alface  wear  ftraw  hats,  as  large  as  thofe  worn  in  England ; they  Shel- 
ter the  face,  and  fhould  fecure  fome  pretty  country  girls,  but  I have  feen  non® 
yet.  Coming  out  of  Phalfbourg,  there  are  fome  hovels  miferable  enough,  yet 
have  chimnies  and  windows,  but  the  inhabitants  in  the  lo weft  poverty.  From 
that  town  to  Savern  all  a mountain  of  oak  timber,  the  defcent  fteep,  and  the 
road  winding.  In  Savern,  I found  myfelf  to  all  appearance  truly  in  Ger- 
many; for  two  days  paft  much  tendency  to  a change,  but  here  not  one  perfon 
in  an  hundred  has  a word  of  French ; t ne  rooms  are  warmed  by  ftoves ; the 
kitchen-hearth  is  three  or  four  feet  high,  and  various  ether  trifles  Shew,  that 
you  are  among  another  people.  Looking  at  a map  of  France,  and  reading 
hiftories  of  Louis  XIV.  never  threw  his  conqueft  or  feizure  of  Alface  into  the 
fame  light,  which  travelling  into  it  did : to  crofs  a great  range  of  mountains;  to 
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enter  a level  plain,  inhabited  by  a people  totally  diftindt  and  different  from, 
France,  with  manners,  language,  ideas,  prejudices,  and  habits  ail  different, 
made  an  impreftion  of  the  injuftice  and  ambition  of  fuch  a conduct,  much 
more  forcible  than  ever  reading  had  done : fo  much  more  powerful  are  things 
than  words. 22  miles. 

The  20th.  To  Stralbourg,  through  one  of  the  richeft  fcenes  of  foil  and 
cultivation  to  be  met  with  in  France,  and  exceeded  by  Flanders  only.  I arrived 
at  Strasbourg  at  a critical  moment,  which  I thought  would  have  broken  my 
neck ; a detachment  of  horfe,  with  their  trumpets  on  one  iide,  a party  of 
infantry,  with  their  drums  beating  on  the  other,  and  a great  mob  hallooing, 
frightened  my  French  mare;  and  I could  Scarcely  keep  her  from  trampling 
on  Meffrs.  the  tiers  etat . On  arriving  at  the  inn,  hear  the  interefting  news  of  the 
revolt  of  Paris. — The  Gardes  Frangoifes  joining  the  people ; the  little  de- 
pendence on  the  reft  of  the  troops ; the  taking  of  the  Bardie ; and  the  in- 
ftitution  of  the  milice  bourgeoife ; in  a word,  of  the  abfolute  overthrow  of  the 
old  government.  Every  thing  being  now  decided,  and  the  kingdom  in  the 
hands  of  theaffembly,  they  have  the  power  to  make  a new  conftitution,  fuch 
as  they  think  proper ; and  it  will  be  a great  fpedtacle  for  the  world  to  view,  in 
this  enlightened  age,  the  reprefentatives  of  twenty-five  millions  of  people 
fitting  on  the  conftruddon  of  a new  and  better  order  and  fabric  of  liberty,  than 
Europe  has  yet  offered.  It  will  now  be  feen,  whether  they  will  copy  the  con- 
ftitution of  England,  freed  from  its  faults,  or  attempt,  from  theory,  to  frame 
fomething  abiolutely  fpeculative  : in  the  former  cafe,  they  will  prove  a bleffing 
to  their  country ; in  the  latter,  they  will  probably  involve  it  in  inextricable 
confufions  and  civil  wars,  perhaps  not  in  the  prefent  period,  but  certainly  at 
fome  future  one.  I hear  not  of  their  removing  from  Verfailles  ; if  they  Stay 
there  under  the  controu!  of  an  armed  mob,  they  muft  make  a government 
that  will  pleafe  the  mob;  but  they  will,  I fuppofe,  be  wife  enough  to  move 
to  fome  central  town.  Tours,  Blois,  or  Orleans,  where  their  deliberations  may 
be  free.  But  the  Parisian  fpirit  of  commotion  Spreads  quickly ; it  is  here;  the 
troops,  that  were  near  breaking  my  neck,  are  employed  to  keep  an  eye  on  the 
people  who  Shew  figns  of  an  intended  revolt.  They  have  broken  the  windows 
of  fome  magiftrates  that  are  no  favourites  ; and  a great  mob  of  them  is,  at  this 
moment  afiembled,  demanding  clamouroufly  to  have  meat  at. $/  a pound,.  They 
have  a cry  among  them  that  will  conduct  them  to  good  lengths,— -Jdoint  d’im- 
f ot  & vFoent  les  etdts — Waited  on  Monf.  Herman,  profefforof  natural  hiffory 
in  the  Univerfity  here,  to  whom  I had  letters  : he  replied  to  fome  of  my  ques- 
tions, ana  introduced  me  for  others  to  Monf.  Zimmer,  who  having  been  in 
fome  degree  a practitioner,  had  understanding  enough  of  the  fubjedt  to  afford 
me  fome  information  that  was  valuable.  View  the  public  buildings,  and  crofs 
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the  Rhine  paffing  for  fome  little  diftance  into  Germany,  but  no  new  features 
to  mark  a change;  Alface  is  Germany,  and  the  change  great  on.  defcending 
the  mountains.  The  exterior  of  the  cathedral  is  fine,  and  the  tower  iingu- 
larly  light  and  beautiful ; it  is  well  known  to  be  one  of  the  higheft  in  Europe ; 
commands  a noble  and  rich  plain,  through  which  the  Rhine,  from  the  number 
of  its  iflands,  has  the  appearance  of  a chain  of  lakes  rather  than  of  a river.— 
Monument  of  Marechal  Saxe,  &c.  &c.  I am  puzzled  about  going  to  Carlfrhue, 
the  refidence  of  the  Margrave  of  Baden : it  was  my  intention  formerly  to  do  it,  if 
ever  I were  within  an  hundred  miles ; for  there  are  fome  features  in  the  reputation 
of  that  fovereign,  which  made  me  wifh  to  be  there.  He  fixed  Mr.  Taylor,  of 
Bifrons  in  Kent,  whofe  huibandry  I defcribe  in  my  Eaftern  Tour,  on  a large 
farm;  and  the  ceconomijles  in  their  writings,  or  rather  Phyfiocratical  rubbifh,  fpeak 
much  of  an  experiment  he  made,  which,  however  erroneous  their  principles  might 
he,  marked  much  merit  in  the  prince.  Monf.  Herman  tells  me  alfo,  that  he 
has  fent  a perfon  into  Spain  to  purclrafe  rams  for  the  improvement  of  wool.  I 
wifh  he  had  fixed  on  fomebc-dy  likely  to  underhand  a good  ram,  which  a profef- 
for  of  botany  is  not  likely  to  do  too  well.  This  botaniil  is  the  only  perfon  Monf. 
Herman  knows  at  Carlfrhue,  and  therefore  can  give  me  no  letter  thither,  and 
how  I can  go,  unknown  to  all  the  world,  to  the  refidence  of  a fovereign  prince, 
(for  Mr.  Taylor  has  left  him)  is  a difficulty  apparently  iniurmountahie. — ■ — • 
22-1  miles. 

The  2 1 ft.  I have  fpent  fome  time  this  morning  at  the  cabinet  liter  air  e , 
reading  the  gazettes  and  journals  that  give  an  account  of  the  transactions  at 
Paris:  and  I have  had  feme  converfation  with  feveral  fenfible  and  intelligent 
men  on  the  prefent  revolution.  The  fpirit  of  revolt  is  gone  forth  into  various 
parts  of  the  kingdom ; the  price  of  bread  has  prepared  the  populace  every 
where  for  all  forts  of  violence;  at  Lyons  there  have  been  commotions  as  furious 
as  at  Paris,  and  the  fame  at  a great  many  other  places  : Dauphine  is  in  arms  : 
and  Bretagne  in  abfolute  rebellion.  The  idea  is,  that  the  people  will,  from 
hunger,  be  driven  to  revolt ; and  when  once  they  find  any  other  means  of  fuh- 
iiftence  than  that  of  honeft  labour,  every  thing  will  be  to  be  feared.  Of  fucli 
confequence  it  is  to  a country,  and  indeed  to  every  country,  to  have  a good  police 
of  corn  ; a police  that  fhall,  by  fecuring  a high  price  to  the  farmer,  encourage 
his  culture  enough  to  fecure  the  people  at  the  fame  time  from  famine.  My 
anxiety  about  Carlfrhue  is  at  an  end ; the  Margrave  is  at  Spaw ; I fhall  not 

therefore  think  of  going. Night — i have  been  witnefs  to  a icene  curious  to 

a foreigner;  but  dreadful  to  Frenchmen  that  are  confiderate.  Pairing  through 
the  fquare  of  the  hotel  de  Nile,  the  mob  were  breaking  tire  windows  with 
ftones,  notwithftanding  an  officer  and  a detachment  of  hone  were  in  the  iquare. 
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Perceiving  that  their  numbers  not  only  increafed,  but  that  they  grew  bolder 
and  bolder  every  moment,  I thought  it  worth  flaying  to  fee  what  it  would 
end  in,  and  clambered  on  to  the  roof  of  a row  of  low  flails  oppofite  to  the  building, 
againfl  which  their  malice  was  directed.  Here  I beheld  the  whole  commo- 
dioufiy.  Finding  that  the  troops  would  not  attack  them,  except  in  words 
and  menaces,  they  grew  more  violent,  and  furioufiy  attempted  to  beat 
the  doors  in  pieces  with  iron  crows;  placing  ladders  to  the  windows.  In 
about  a quarter  of  an  hoar,  which  gave  time  for  the  alfembled  magiilrates  to 
efcape  by  a back  door,  they  burfl  all  open,  and  entered  like  a torrent  with  an 
univerfal  fhout  of  the  fpectators.  From  that  minute  a fhower  of  eafements, 
faihes,  fhutters,  chairs,  tables,  fophas,  books,  papers,  pictures,  &c.  rained  in- 
ceffantly  from  all  the  windows  of  the  houfe,  which  is  feventy  or  eighty  feet 
long,  and  which  was  then  fucceeded  by  tiles,  fkirting  boards,  banniflers,  frame- 
work, and  every  part  of  the  building  that  force  could  detach.  The  troops, 
both  horfe  and  foot,  were  quiet  fpectators.  They  were  at  firft  too  few  to  inter- 
pole,,  and,  when  they  became  more  numerous,  the  mifchief  was  too  far  advanced 
to  admit  of  any  other  conduct  than  guarding  every  avenue  around,  permitting 
none  to  go  to  the  fcene  of  action,  but  letting  every  one  that  pleafed  retire  with 
Ms-  plunder ; guards 'being  at  the  fame  time  placed  at  the  doors  of  the  churches, 
and  all  public  buildings.  I was  for  two  hours  a fpedlator  at  different  places  of  the 
fcene,  fecure  myfelf  from  the  falling  furniture,  but  near  enough  to  fee  a fine  youth 
crufhed  to  death  by  fomething,  as  he  was  handing  plunder  to  a woman,  I liippofe 
his  mother,  from  the  horror  that  was  pictured  in  her  countenance.  I remarked 
feveral  common,  foldiers,  with  their  white  cockades,  among  the  plunderers,  and 
infligating  the  mob  even  in.  fight  of  the  officers  of  the  detachment.  There  were 
amongft  them  people  fo  decently  dreffed,  that  I regarded  them  with  nofmail  fur- 
prife  : — they  deftroyed  all  the  public  archives;  the  ilreets  for  fome  way  around 
ftrewed  with  papers ; this  has  been  a wanton  mifchief  ; for  it.  will  be  the  ruin  of 
many  families  unconnected  with  the  magiilrates. 

The  2 2d.  To  Scheleiladt.  At.  Strafbourg,  and  the  country  I palled,,  the 
lower  ranks  of  women,  wear  their  hair  in  a toupee  in  front,  and  behind  braided 
into  a circular  plait,  three  inches  thick,  and  moft  curioully  contrived  to  con- 
vince one  that,  they  rarely  pafs  a comb  through  it.  I could  not  but  pi  flu  re 
them  as  the  nidus  of  living  colonies,  that  never  approached  me  (they  are  not 
burthened  with  too  much  beauty),  but  I feratched  my  head  from  fenfations  of 
imaginary  itching.  The  moment  yon  are  out  of  a great  town  all  in  this  coun- 
try is  German;,  the  inns  have  one  common  large  room,  many  tables  and  cloths 
ready  ipread,  where  every  company  d.in«$;  gentry  at  fome,  and  the  poor  at  others. 
Cookery  alfo  German:  Jchnitz.  is  adiflxof  bacon  and  fried  pears;  has  the  ap- 
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pearance  of  an  infamous  mefs  ; but  I was  furprized,  on  tailing,  to  find  it  better 
than  pafTabie.  At  Schelefladt  I had  the  pleafure  of  finding  the  Count  de  la 
Rochefoucauld,  whofe  regiment  (of  Champagne),  of  which  he  is  fecond  major, 
is  quartered  here.  No  attentions  could  be  kinder  than  what  I received  from 
him ; they  were  the  renewal  of  the  numerous  ones  I was  in  the  habit  of  experi- 
encing from  his  family ; and  he  introduced  me  to  a good  farmer,  from  whom  I 
had  the  intelligence  I wanted. 25  miles. 

The  23d.  An  agreeable  quiet  day,  with  the  Count  de  la  Rochefoucauld : dins 
with  the  officers  of  the  regiment,  the  Count  de  Loumene,  the  colonel,  nephew 
to  the  Cardinal  de  Loumene,  prefent.  Sup  at  my  friend’s  lodgings  ; an  officer 
of  infantry,  a Dutch  gentleman,  who  has  been  much  in  the  E aft- Indies,  and 
fpeaks  Englifh.  This  has  been  a refreffiing  day  3 the  fociety  of  well  informed 
people,  liberal,  polite,  and  communicative,  has  been  a contrail  to  the  fombre 
ilupidity  of  tables  d’hotes. 

The  24th.  To  Ifenheim,  by  Colmar.  The  country  is  in  general  a dead  level, 
with  the  Voge  mountains  very  near  to  the  right ; thofe  of  Suabia  to  the  left ; and 
there  is  another  range  very  diflant,  that  appears  in  the  opening  to  the  foutlw 
The  news  at  the  table  d’hote  at  Colmar  curious,  that  the  Queen  had  a plot, 
nearly  on  the  point  of  execution,  to  blow  up  the  National  Alterably  by  a mine, 
and  to  march  the  army  inftantly  to  maflacre  all  Paris.  A French  officer  prefent 
prefumed  but  to  doubt  of  the  truth  of  it,  and  was  immediately  over-powered  with 
numbers  of  tongues.  A deputy  had  written  the  news  ; they  had  feen  the  letter, 
and  not  a hefitation  could  be  admitted : I Erenuoully  contended,  that  it  was 
folly  and  nonfenfe,  a mere  invention  to  render  perfons  odious  who,  for  what  I 
knew,  might  deferve  to  be  fo,  but  certainly  not  by  fuch  means  ; if  the  angel 
Gabriel  had  defcended  and  taken  a chair  at  table  to  convince  them,  it  would 
not  have  ffiaken  their  faith.  Thus  it  is  in  revolutions,  one  rafcal  writes,  and 


an  hundred  thoufaod  fools  believe. — — 25  miles. 

The  25th.  From  Ifenheim,  the  country  changes  from,  the  dead  hat,  to 
pleafant  views  and  inequalities,  improving  all  the  way  to  Befort,  but  neither 
fcattered  houfes  nor  inclof  tires  - Great  riots  at  Set  or  t : — iafl  nigiat  a body  of 
mob  and  peafants  demanded  of  the  magistrates  the  arms  in  the  magazine,  to 
the  amount,  of  three  or  four  thoufand  hands  ; being  refufed,  they  grew  riotous, 
and  threatened  to  fet  fire  to  the  town,  on  whicn  tne  gates  were  fhut  ^ and  to- 
day  the  regiment  of  Bourgogne  arrived  tor  tneir.  protection.  Monfi  Necker 
palled  here  to-day  in  his  way  from  Bake  to  Pans,  efcorted  by  50  oourgeois • 
horfemen,  and  through  the  town  by  tne  mu  fie  of  ail  tne  troops..  But  the  molt 
brilliant  period  of  his  life  is  pad ; from  the  moment  of  his  reinilatemenf 
in  power  to  the  afiembling  of  the  itates,  tne  rate  01  nance,  and  of  the: 
Bourbons,  was.  then  in,  his  hands  5 and  whatever,  may  De  the  refill t of  the 
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prefent  confafions  they  will,  bypofterity,  be  attributed  to  his  conduct,  fince  he 
had  unqueftionably  the  power  of  aflembling  the  Rates  in  whatever  form  he 
pleafed : he  might  have  had  two  chambers,  three,  or  one ; he  might  have  given 
what  would  unavoidably  have  melted  into  the  conffitution  of  England ; all  was  in 
his  hands ; he  had  the  greateft  opportunity  of  political  architecture  that  ever  was 
in  the  power  of  man  : the  great  legiflators  of  antiquity  never  polieffed  fuch  a. 
moment.;  in  my  opinion  he  miffed  it  completely,  and  threw  that  to  the 
chance  of  the  winds  and  waves,  to  which  he  might  have  given  impulfe,  direc- 
tion, and  life.  I had  letters  to  Monf.  de  Bellonde,  commiffaire  de  Guerre ; 
I found  him  alone  : he  aiked  me  to  fup,  faying  he  fhould  have  feme  perfons  to 
meet  me  who  could  give  me  information.  On  my  returning,  he  introduced  me 
to  Madame  de  Bellonde,  and  a circle  of  a dozen  ladies,  with  three  or  four 
young  officers,  leaving  the  room  himfelf  to  attend  Madame,  the  princefs  of 
fomething,  who  was  on  her  flight  to  Switzerland.  I wiffied  the  whole  com- 
pany very  cordially  at  a great  diftance,  for  I faw,  at  one  glance,  what  fort  of  in- 
formation I fhould  have.  There  was  a little  coterie  in  one  corner  liffening  to 
an  officer’s  detail  of  leaving  Paris.  This  gentleman  informed  us,  that  the 
Count  d’  Artois,  and  all  the  princes  of  the  blood,  except  Moniieur,  and  the  Duke 
d’ Orleans,  the  whole  connection  of  Polignac,  the  Marechal  de  Broglio,  and  an 
infinite  number  of  the  firff  nobility,  had  fled  the  kingdom,  and  were  daily  fol- 
lowed by  others ; and  laftly,  that  the  King,  Queen,  and  royal  family,  were  in 
a fituation  at  Verfailles  really  dangerous  and  alarming,  without  any  dependence 
on  the  troops  near  them,  and,  in  fact,  more  like  prifoners  than  free.  Here  is, 
therefore,  a revolution  effected  by  a fort  of  magic  ; all  powers  in  the  realm  are 
deftroyed  but  that  of  the  commons  ; and  it  now  will  remain  to  fee  what  fort  of 
architects  they  are  at  rebuilding  an  edifice  in  the  place  of  that  which  has  been 
thus  marvellouily  tumbled  in  ruins.  Supper  being  announced,  the  company 
quitted  the  room,  and  as  I did  not  puffi  myfelf  forward,  I remained  at  the  rear 
till  I was  very  whimfically  alone ; I was  a little  ffruck  at  the  turn  of  the  mo- 
ment, and  did  not  advance  when  I found  myfelf  in  fuch  an  extraordinary  fitua- 
tion, in  order  to- fee  whether  it  would  arrive  at  the  point  it  did.  I then,  finding, 
took  my  hat,  and  walked  fairly  out  of  the  houfe.  f was,  however,  overtaken 
below  ; but  I talked  of  bufinefs — or  pleafure — or  of  fomething,  or  nothing 
— and  hurried  to  the  inn.  I fhould  not  have  related  this,  if  it  had  not 
been  at  a moment  that  carried  with  it  its  apology : the  anxiety  and  diffraffion 
of  the  time  muff  fill  the  head,  and  occupy  the  attention  of  a gentleman  ; — and, 
as  to  ladies,  what  can  French  ladies  think  of  a man  who  travels  for  the  plough  ? 

■ 25  miles. 

The  26th.  For  twenty  miles  to  Lille  fur  Daube,  the  country  nearly  as 
before ; but  after  that,  to  Baume  les  Dames,  it  is  all  mountainous  and  rocky, 
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much  wood,  and  many  pleating  fcenes  of  the  river  flowing  beneath.  The 
whole  country  is  in  the  greateih  agitation ; at  one  of  the  little  towns  I pal'- 
fed,  I was  queflioned  for  not  having  a cockade  of  the  tiers  etdt . They 
faid  it  was  ordained  by  the  tiers,  and,  if  I v/ere  not  a Seigneur,  I ought  to 
obey.  But  fup'p of e I am  a Seigneur , what  then , my  frmids  f — What  then  ? they 
replied  Hern;  •. , why,  be  hanged ; for  that  mold  likely  is  what  you  defer ve.  It 
was  plain  this  was  no  moment  for  joking,  the  hoys  and  girls  began  to  gather,, 
whole  ahem  biing  has  every  where  been  the  preliminaries  of  mifchief ; and,  if  I 
had  not  declared  myfelf  an  Englifhman,  and  ignorant  of  the  ordinance,  I had 
not  efcaped  very  well.  I immediately  bought  a cockade,  but  the  huiley  pinned 
it  into  my  hat  lo  loofely,  that  before  I got  to  Life  it  blew  into  the  river,  and 
I was  again  in  the  lame  danger.  Myaliertion  of  being  Engiifh  would  not  do. 
I was  a Seigneur,  perhaps. in  di.  uife,  and  without  doubt  a great  rogue.  At 
this  moment  a pried:  came  into  tire  dreet  with  a letter  in  his  hand  : the  people 
immediately  collected  around  him,  and  he  then  read  alo  ud  a detail  from  Be  fort, 
giving  an  account  of  M.  Necker’s  palling,  with  fome  general  features  of  news 
from  Paris,  and  alTurances  that  the  condition  of  the  people  would  he  improved. 
When  he  had  finished,  he  exhorted  them  to  abltain  from  all  violence ; and 
allured  them,  they  mult  not  indulge  themfelves  with  any  ideas  of  impositions 
being  abolilhed ; which  he  touched  on  as  if  he  knew  that  they  had  gotten  fuch 
notions.  When  he  retired,  they  again  furrounded  me,  who  had  attended  to 
the  letter  like  others  ; were  very  menacing  in  their  manner ; and  exprelie  d many 
fufpicions  : I did  not  like  my  lituation  at  all,  efpecially  on  hearing  one  of  them 
fay  that  I ought  to  be  fecured  till  homebody  would  give  an  account  of  me.  I 
was  on  the  heps  of  the  inn,  and  begged  they  would  permit  me  a few  words  ; I 
allured  them,  that  I was  an  Englilh  traveller,  and  to  prove  it,  I defined  to  ex- 
plain to  them  a circumftance  in  Englilh  taxation,  which  would  be  a latisfadlory 
comment  on  what  Monf.  l’Abbe  had  told  them,  to  the  purport  of  which  I 
could  not  agree.  He  had  alierted,  that  the  impositions  mure  and  would  be  paid 
as  heretofore  : that  the  impolitions  rnuft  be  paid  was  certain,  but  not  as  hereto- 
fore, as  they  might  be  paid  as  they  were  in  England.  “ Gentlemen,  we  have  a 
great  number  of  taxes  in  England,  which  you  know  nothing  or  m France ; hut 
the  tiers  etdt , the  poor  do  not  pay  them ; they  are  laid  on  the  rich  • every 
window  in  a man’s  houfe  pays  ; but  if  he  has  no  more  than  fix  windows,  he 
pays  nothing ; a Seigneur,  with  a great  eltate,  pays  the  vingtiemes  and  tallies  > 
but  the  little  proprietor  of  a garden  pays  nothing ; the  rich  icr  their  hones,  their 
vokures,  their  fervants,  and  even  for  liberty  to  kill  their  own  partridges,  but  the 
poor  farmer  nothing  of  ail  this  : and  what  is  more,  we  have  in  England  a tax 
paid  by  the  rich  for  the  relief  of  the  poor;  hence  the  aflertion  of  Monf.  V Abbe, 

that  becaufe  taxes  exifted  before  they  mult  exift  ci^a*.i,  Cid  Uw  - — t C.1  ± pi  o ' £ 
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they  mail  be  levied  in.  the  fame  manner ; our  Englifh  method  feemed  much 
better.”  There  was  not  a word  of  this  difcourfe,  they  did  not  approve  of  ; 
they  feemed  to  think  that  I might  be  an  honed:  fellow,  which  I confirmed,  by 
crying,  vive  le  tiers , fans  impojitions , when  they  gave  me  a bit  of  a huzza,  and  I 
had  no  more  interruption  from  them.  My  miferable  French  was  pretty  much 
on  a par  with  their  patois . I got,  however,  another  cockade,  which  I took 
care  to  have  fo  fattened  as  to  lofe  it  no  more.  I do  not  like  travelling  in  fuch 
an  unquiet  and  fermenting  moment ; one  is  not  fecure  for  an  hour  beforehand. 

* 35  miles. 

The  27th.  To  Befancon  j the  country  mountain,  rock,  and  wood,  above  the 
river  ; feme  feenes  are  fine.  I had  not  arrived  an  hour  before  I faw  a peafant 
pafs  the  inn  on  horfeback,  followed  by  an  officer  of  the  garde  burgeoife , of 
which  there  are  1200  here,  and  200  underarms,  and  his  party-coloured  detach- 
ment, and  thefe  by  fome  infantry  and  cavalry.  I afked  why  the  militia  took 
the  pas  of  the  King’s  troops  ? For  a very  good  reafon , they  replied,  the  troops 
would  be  attacked  and  knocked  on  the  head , but  the  populace  will  not  re  [if  the  militia. 
This  peafant,  who  is  a rich  proprietor,  applied  for  a guard  to  protect  his  houfe, 
in  a village,  where  there  is  much  plundering  arid  burning.  The  mifehiefs  which 
have  been  perpetrated  in  the  country,  towards  the  mountains  and  Vefoul,  are 
numerous  and  Blocking.  Many  chateaus  have  been  burnt,  others  plundered,  the 
feigneurs  hunted  down  like  wild  beafts,  their  wives  and  daughters  ravifhed,  their 
papers  and  titles  burnt,  and  all  their  property  deftroyed  : and  thefe  abominations 
not  infiidted  on  marked  perfons,  who  were  odious  for  their  former  conduct  or 
principles,  but  an  indiferiminating  blind  rage  for  the  love  of  plunder.  Robbers, 
galley-ilaves,  and  villains  of  all  denominations,  have  collected  and  inttigated  the 
peafants  to  commit  all  forts  of  outrages.  Some  gentlemen  at  the  table  d’hote  in- 
formed me,  that  letters  were  received  from  the  Maconois,  the  Lyonois,  Auvergne, 
Dauphine,  &c.  and  that  fimilar  commotions  and  mifehiefs  were  perpetrat- 
ing every  where ; and  that  it  was  expected  they  would  pervade  the  whole  king- 
dom. The  backwardnefs  of  France  is  beyond  credibility  in  every  thing  that 
pertains  to  intelligence.  From  Straibourg  hither,  I have  not  been  able  to  fee 
a newfpaper.  Here  I afked  for  the  Cabinet  Liter  air e t None.  The  gazettes  ? 
At  the  coffee-houfe.  V ery  eafily  replied  5 but  not  fo  eafily  found.  Nothing  but 
the  Gazette  de  France ; for  which,  at  this  period,  a man  of  common  fenfe 
would  not  give  one  fol.  To  four  other  coffee-houfes  5 at  fome  no  paper  at 
all,  not  even  the  Me r cure at  the  Caffe  MUitaire , the  Courier  de  i Europe  a 
fortnight  old ; and  well  dretted  people  are  now  talking  of  the  news  of  two  or 
three  weeks  patt,  and  plainly  by  their  difeourfe  know  nothing  of  what  is  patt- 
ing. The  whole  town  of  Befan^on  has  not  been  able  to  afford  me  a fight  of 
the  " Journal  de  Paris , nor  of  any  paper  that  gives  a detail  of  the  tranfactions  of 
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the  Hates  ; yet  it  is  the  capital  of  a province,  large  as  halt  a dozen 
counties,  and  containing  25,000  fouls — and,  frange  to  fay!  th; 
in  but  three  times  a week.  At  this  eventful  moment,  with  no  licence,  nor 
even  the  leaf:  ref  raint  on  the  prefs,  not  one  paper  effabl  filled  at  Paris  for  circu- 
lation in  the  provinces,  with  the  necefiary  Heps  taken  by  affichs , or  placard , to 
inform  the  people  in  all  the  towns  of  its  efabliihment.  For  what  the  country 
knows  to  the  contrary,  their  deputies  are  in  the  BalHle,  infead  of  the  Bafile 
being  razed ; fo  the  mob  plunder,  bum,  and  defray,  in  complete  ignorance; 
and  yet,  with  all  thefe  fhades  of  darknefs,  this  univerfal  mafs  of  ignorance,  there 
are  men  every  day  in  the  fates,  who  are  puffing  themielves  oft  for  the  first 
nation  in  Europe!  the  greatest  people  in  the  universe!  as  if  the 
political  juntos,  or  literary  circles  of  a capital  confituted  a people;  infead  of 
the  univerfal  illumination  of  knowledge,  aching  by  rapid  intelligence  on  minds 
prepared  by  habitual  energy  of  reafoning  to  receive,  combine,  and  comprehend 
it.  That  this  dreadful  ignorance  of  the  mafs  of  the  people,  of  the  events  that 
mof  intimately  concern  them,  arifes  from  the  old  government,  no  one  can 
doubt;  it  is  however  curious  to  remark,  that  if  the  nobility  of  other  provinces 
are  hunted  like  thofe  of  Franche  Compte,  of  which  there  is  little  reaion  to  doubt, 
that  whole  order  of  men  undergo  a profcriptlon,  and  filter  like  fheep,  without 
making  the  leaf  effort  to  refff  the  attack.  This  appears  marvellous,  with  a 
body  that  have  an  army  of  1 50,000  men  in  their  hands ; for  though  a part  of 
thofe  troops  would  certainly  dilobey  their  leaders,  yet  let  it  be  remembered,  that 
out  of  the  40,000,  or  poflibly  100,000  nobleffe  of  France,  they  might,  if  they 
had  intelligence  and  union  amongf  themfelves,  fill  half  the  ranks  of  more  than 
half  the  regiments  of  the  kingdom,  with  men  who  have  fellow-feelings  and 
feliow-fufferings  with  themfelves;  but  no  meetings,  no  afbeiations  among 
them ; no  union  with  military  men ; no  taking  of  refuge  in  the  ranks  of  regi- 
ments to  defend  or  avenge  their  caufe;  fortunately  for  France,  they  fall  without 
a f ruggle,  and  die  without  a blow.  That  univerfal  circulation  of  intelligence, 
which  in  England  tranfmits  the  leaf  vibration  of  feeling  or  alarm,  with  electric 
fenfibility,  from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  another,  and  which  unites  in  bands 
of  connection  men  of  f milar  interef  s and  iituations,  has  no  exif  ence  in  F ranee. 
Thus  it  may  be  faid,  perhaps  with  truth,  that  the  fall  of  the  King,  court,  lords, 
nobles,  army,  church,  and  parliaments,  proceeds  from  a want  of  intelligence 
being  quickly  circulated,  confequently  from  the  very  effects  of  that  thraldom 
in  which  they  held  the  people:  it  is  therefore  a retribution  rather  than  a pu- 
nifhment. 1 Smiles. 

The  28  th.  At  the  table  d’hote  laf  night  a perfon  gave  an  account  of  being 
fopped  at  Salins  for  want  of  a paffport,  and  filtering  the  greatef  inconveniences ; 

I found  it  necefiary,  therefore,  to  demand  one  for  myfelf,  and  went  accordingly 
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to  the  Bureau,  but  I went  in  vain:  this  was  an  air  veritable  merit  d'un  commis. 
— -Thefe  paffports  are  new  things  from  new  men,  in  new  pov/er,  and  fhew  that 
they  do  not  bear  their  new  honours  too  meekly.  Thus  it  is  impoflible  for  me, 
without  running  my  head  againft  a wall,  to  viflt  the  Salins,  or  Arbois,  where  I 
have  a letter  from  M.  de  Brouflbnet,  but  I muff  take  my  chance  and  get  to  Dijon 
as  fad;  as  I can,  where  the  preiident  de  Virly  knows  me,  having  fpent  fome  days 
at  Bradfield,  unlefs  indeed  being  a preiident  and  a nobleman,  he  has  been 
knocked  on  the  head  by  the  tiers  etdt.  At  night  to  the  play;  miferable  perfor- 
mers ; the  theatre,  which  has  not  been  built  many  years,  is  heavy  5 the  arch  that 
parts  the  Rage  from  the  houfe  is  like  the  entrance  of  a cavern,  and  the  line  of 
the  amphitheatre,  that  of  a wounded  eel  ; I do  not  like  the  air  and  manners  of 
the  people  here.  The  mulic,  and  bawling,  and  fqueaking  of  VEpreuve  Villa - 
geoife  of  Gretry,  which  is  wretched,  had  no  power  to  put  me  in  better  humour. 
I will  not  take  leave  of  this  place,  to  which  I never  delire  to  come  again,  with- 
out faying  that  they  have  a fine  promenade;  and  that  Monf.  Arthaud,  the  ar- 
penteur,  to  whom  I applied  for  information  without  any  letter  of  recommenda- 
tion, wras  liberal  and  polite,  and  anfwered  my  enquiries  fatisfadtcrily. 

The  29th.  To  Orechamp  the  country  is  bold  and  rocky,  with  fine  woods, 
and  yet  it  is  not  agreeable;  it  is  like  many  men  that  have  effimable  points  in  their 
characters,  and  ye twe  cannot  love  them.  Poorly  cultivated  too.  Coming  out 
of  St.  Vete,  a pretty  riant  landilcip  of  the  river  doubling  through  the  vale,  enli- 
vened by  a village  and  fome  fcattered  houfes : the  rnolt  pleating  view  I have  feen. 
in  Tranche  Compte. 23  miles. 

The  30th.  The  mayor  of  Dole  is  made  of  as  good  fluff  as  the  notary  of  Be- 
fancon ; he  would  give  no  paffpcrt ; but  as  he  accompanied  his  refufal  with 
neither  airs  nor  graces,  I let  him  pafs.  To  avoid  the  cen tinels,  I went  round 
the  town.  The  country  to  Auxonne  is  chearful.  Crofs  the  Soane  at  Auxonne; 
it  is  a fine  river,  through  a region  of  flat  meadow  of  beautiful  verdure;  com- 
mons for  great  herds  of  cattle;  vaffly  flooded,  and  the  hay-cocks  under  water. 
To  Dijon  is  a fine  country,  but  wants  wood.  My  paffport  demanded  at  the: 
gate : and  as  I had  none,  two  bourgeois  mufqueteers  conducted  me  to  the  hotel 
de  Ville , where  I was  questioned,  but  finding  that  I was  known  at  Dijon,  they  let 
me  go  to  my  inn.  Out  of  luck:  Monf.  de  Virly,  on  whom  I moff  depended 
for  Dijon,  is  at  Bourbon  !e  Bains,  and  Monf.  de  Morveau,  the  celebrated  chy- 
miff,  who  I expedted  would  have  had  letters  for  me,  had  none,  and  though  he  re- 
ceived me  very  politely,  when  I was  forced  to  announce  myfelf  as  his  brother 
in  the  Royal  Society  of  London,  yet  I felt  very  awkwardly ; however,  he  defired 
to  fee  me  again  next  morning.  They  tell  me  here,  that  the  intendant  is  fled; 
and  that  the  Prince  of  Conde,  who  is  Governor  of  Burgundy,  is  in  Germany: 
they  pofitively  affert,  and  with  very  little  ceremony,  that  they  would  both  be 
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hanged,  ii  they  were  to  come  hither  at  prefent;  fuch  ideas  do  not  mark  too 
much  authority  in  the  milice  burgeoife , as  they  have  been  inflituted  to  flop  and 
prevent  hanging  and  plundering.  They  are  too  weak,  however,  to  keep  the 
peace : the  licence  and  fpirit  of  depredation,  of  which  I heard  fo  much  in  crof- 
ting Franche  Compte,  has  taken  place,  but  not  equally  in  Burgundy.  In  this 
inn,  la  Ville  de  Lyon , there  is  at  prefent  a gentleman,  unfortunately  a feign eur, 
his  wife,  family,  three  fervants,  an  infant  but  a few  months  old,  who  efcaped 
from  their  flaming  chateau  half  naked  in  the  night;  all  their  property  loft  ex- 
cept the  land  itfelf ; and  this  family  valued  and  efieemed  by  the  neighbours, 
with  many  virtues  to  command  the  love  of  the  poor,  and  no  oppre  ikons  to  pro- 
voke their  enmity.  Such  abominable  adtions  muff:  bring  the  greater  deteffation 
to  the  caufe  from  being  unnecefiary;  the  kingdom  might  have  been  fettled 
in  a real  fyftem  of  liberty,  without  the  regeneration  of  fire  and  fword,  plunder, 
and  blood  died.  Three  hundred  bourgeois  mount  guard  every  day  at  Dijon, 
armed,  but  not  paid  at  the  expence  of  the  town : they  have  alfo  fix  pieces  of 
cannon.  The  noblefie  of  the  place,  as  the  only  means  of  fafety,  have  joined 
them — fo  that  there  are  croix  de  St.  Louis  in  the  ranks.  The  -palais  des  etdts 
here,  is  a large  and  fplendid  building,  but  not  ftriking  proportionably  to  the 
mafs  and  expence.  The  arms  of  the  Prince  of  Conde  are  predominant;  and  the 
great  falon  is  called  the  Salle  a manger  de  Prince-.  A Dijon  art  iff  has  painted 
the  battle  of  SenifF,  and  the  Grande  Conde  thrown  from  his  horfe,  and  a cieling, 
both  well  executed.  Tomb  of  the  Duke  of  Bourgogne,  1404.  A picture  by 
Rubens  at  the  Chartreufe.  They  talk  of  the  houfe  of  Monf.  de  Montigny,  but 
not  fhewn,  his  iiffer  being  in  it.  Dijon,  on  the  whole,  is  a handfome  town;  the 
ffreets,  though  old  built,  are  wide,  and  very  well  paved,  with  the  addition,  un- 
common in  France,  of  trottoirs . — - — 28  miles. 

The  3 1 Ft.  Waited  on  Monf.  de  Morveau,  who  has,  moil  fortunately  for 
me,  received,  this  morning,  from  Monf.  de  Viriy,  a recommendation  of  me, 
with  four  letters  from  Monf.  de  Brouflbnet ; but  Monf.  Vaudrey,  of  this 
place,  to  whom  one  of  them  is  addreiTed,  is  ab lent.  We  had  fome  converia- 
tion  on  the  intereifing  topic  to  all  philofophers,  phlogifion ; Monf.  de  Morveau 
contends  vehemently  for  its  non-exiftence ; treats  Dr.  Prieftley’s  laft  publication 
as  wide  of  the  quefHon ; and  declared,  that  he  confiders  the  controverfy  as  much 
decided  as  the  queition  of  liberty  is  in  France.  He  ihewed  me  part  of  the  arti- 
cle air  in  the  New  Encyclopsdia  by  him,  to  be publifhed  loon;  in  which  work, 
he  thinks  he  has,  beyond  controverfy,  eftablifhed  the  truth  of  the  dodtrine  of 
the  French  chymifts  of  its  non-exiflence.  Monf.  de  Morveau  requeiled  me  to 
call  on  him  in  the  evening  to  introduce  me  to  a learned  and  agreeable  lady ; and 
engaged  me  to  dine  with  him  to-morrow.  On  leaving  him,  I went  to  fe arch 
coffee-houfes ; but  will  it  be  credited,  that  I could  find  but  one  in  this  capital 
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of  Burgundy,  where  I could  read  the  newspapers  ? — At  a poor  little  one  in  the 
fquare,  I read  a paper,  after  waiting  an  hour  to  get  it.  The  people  I have  found 
every  where  defirous  of  reading  newfpapers ; but  it  is  rare  that  they  can  gratify 
themfelves : and  the  general  ignorance  of  what  is  palling  may  be  collected  from 
this,  that  I found  nobody  at  Dijon  had  heard  of  the  riot  at  the  town-houfe  of 
Strafhourg;  I defended  it  to  a gentleman,  and  a party  collected  around  me  to 
hear  it ; not  one  of  them  had  heard  a fyllable  of  it,  yet  it  is  nine  days  fince  it 
happened;  had  it  been  nineteen,  I queftion  whether  they  would  but  juft  have  re- 
ceived the  intelligence;  but,  though  they  are  flow  in  knowing  what  has  really 
happened,  they  are  very  quick  in  hearing  what  is  impoftible  to  happen.  The 
current  report  at  prefen  t,  to  which  all  poflible  credit  is  given,  is,  that  the  Queen 
has  been  convidted  of  a plot  to  poifon  the  King  and  Monfieur,  and  give  the  re- 
gency to  the  Count  d’Artois ; to  fet  fire  to  Paris,  and  blow  up  the  Palais  Royal 
by  a mine! — Why  do  not  the  feveral  parties  in  the  ftates  caufe  papers  to  be: 
printed,  that  ftiali  tranfmit  their  own  fentiments  and  opinions  only,  in  order  that 
no  man  in  the  nation,  arranged  under  the  fame  ftandard  of  reafoning,  may  want 
the  fadts  that  are  neceflary  to  govern  his  arguments,  and  the  conclufions  that: 
great  talents  have  drawn  from  thofe.  fadts?  The  King  has  been,  advifed  to  take 
ieveral  fteps  of  authority  againft  the  ftates,  but  none  of  his  minifters  have  ad- 
vifed the  eftahliihment  of  journals,  and  their  fpeedy  circulation,  thatfhould  un- 
deceive the  people  in  thofe  points  his  enemies  have  mifreprefented.  When  nu- 
merous papers  are  publifhed  in  oppofition  to  each  other,  the  people  take  pains 
to.  lift  into  and  examine  the  truth;  and  that  inquifitivenefs  alone — the  very  ad! 
of  Hatching,,  enlightens  them they  become  informed,  and  it  is  no  longer  ealy 
to  deceive  them.  At  the  table  d’hote  three  only,  myfelf,  and  two  noblemen, 
driven  from  their  eftates,  as  I conjecture  by  their  converfation,  but  they  did  not  : 
hint  at  any  thing  like  their  houfes  being  burnt.  Their  defeription  of  the  flats 
of  that  part  of  the  province  they  come  from,  in  the.  road  from  Langres  to  Gray, 
is  terrible;  the  number  of  chateaus  burnt  not  confiderable, . but  three  in  five 
plundered,  and  the  poffefibrs  driven  out  of  the  country,  and  glad  to  fave  their 
lives.  One  of  thefe  gentlemen  is  a very  fenfihle  well  informed  man;  he  confi- 
ders  all  rank,  and  all  the  rights-  annexed  to  rank,  as  deftroyed.  in  fad!  in  France; 
and  that  the  leaders  of  the.  National  Afiembiy  having  no  property,  or  very  little 
themfelves,  are  determined  fo  attack  that  alfo,  and  attempt  an  equal  division. 
The  expedtation  is  gotten  among  many  of  the  people;  but  whether  it  take,  place 
or  not,  he  confiders  France,  as  ahfolutely  ruined.  That,  I replied,  was  going  too 
far,  for  the  deftmdtion  of  rank  did  not  imply  ruin.  “ I call  nothing  ruin,”  he 
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laying  in  France,  cannot  band  any  rude  fhocks ; an  unfuccefsful  or  a fuccefsful 
war  will  equally  deftroy  it.” — He  fpoke  with  great  knowledge  of  hiftorical 
events,  and  drew  his  political  concluiions  with  much  acumen.  I have  met 
with  very  few  finch  men  at  tables  d’hotes.  It  may  be  believed,  I did  not  for- 
get M.  de  Morveau’s  appointment.  He  was  as  good,  as  his  word;  Madame 
Picardet  is  as  agreeable  in  converiation  as  fhe  is  learned  in  the  clofet;  a very 
pleating  unaffedted  woman ; the  has  translated  ScheeXe  from  the  German,  and  a 
part  of  Mr.  Kir  wan  from  the  Englifh ; a treafure  to  M.  de  Morveau,  for  the  is 
able  and  willing  to  converfe  with  him  on  chymical  fubjedts,  and  on  any  others 
that  tend  either  to  inftrud:  or  pleafe.  I accompanied  them  in  their  evening’s 
promenade.  She  told  me,  that  her  brother,  Monf.  de  Poule,  was  a great  far- 
mer, who  had  fown  large  quantities  of  fainfoin,  which  he  ufed  for  fattening, 
oxen;,  fine  was  forry  he  was  engaged  fo  clofely  in  the  municipal bufinefs  at  pre- 
fent,.  that  he  could  net  attend  me  to  his  farm. 

August  i.  Dined  with  Monf..  de  Morveau  by  appointment;  Monf.  Pro- 
fefieur  Chau  fee,  and  Monf.  Picardet  of  the  party.  It  was  a rich  day  to  me;  the 
great  and  juft  reputation  of  Monf.  de  Morveau,  for  being  not  only  the  fir  Pc  chy- 
miff  of  France,  but  one  of  the  greateil  that  Europe  has  to  boaft,  was  alone  fuf- 
ficienf  to  render  his  company  interefting;  hut  to  find  fuch  a man  void’ of  affec- 
tation ; free  from  thole  airs  of  fuperiority  which  are  fometimes  found  in  cele- 
brated characters,  and  that  referve  which  oftener  throws  a veil  over  their  talents, 
as  well  as  conceals  their  deficiencies  for  which  it  is  intended- — was  very  oleafing. 
Monf.  de  Morveau  is  a lively,  convertible,  eloquent  man-,,  who,  in  any  ffation  of 
life,  would  be  fought  as  an  agreeable  companion.  Even  in  this  eventful  mo- 
ment of  revolution,  the  converiation  turned  almoff  entirely  on  chymical  fubjects. 
I urged  him,  as  I have  done  Dr.  Prieftley  more  than- once,  and  Monf.  La  Voi- 
der alfo,  to  turn  his  enquiries  a little  to  the  application  of  his  fcience  to  agricul- 
ture; that  there  was  a fine  field  for  experiments  in  that  line,  which  could  fcarcely 
fail  of  making  difeoveries ; to.  which  he  afiented;  but  added,  that  he  had  no  time, 
for  fuch  enquiries:  it  is  clear,  from  his  converiation,  that  his  views  are  entirely 
occupied  by  the  non -exiftence  of  phlogiffon,  except  a little  on  the  means  of  efta- 
b billing  and  enforcing  the  new  nomenclature..  While  we  were  at  dinner  a- proof  of 
the  New  Encyclopaedia.  was  brought  him,  the  chymical  part  of  which  work  is 
printed  at  Dijon,  for  the  convenience  of  Monf.  de  Morveau.  I took  the  liberty  of 
telling  him,  that  a man  who  can  devife  the  experiments  which  lhall  be  molt  con- 
clufive  in  appertaining  the  queffions  of  a fcience,  and  has  talents  to  draw  all  the 
ufeful  concluiions  from  them,  fiiould  be  entirely  employed  in  experiments,  and 
their  regiffer;  and  if  I were  King  or  minifter  of  France,  I'  would  make  that  em- 
ployment fo  profitable  to  him,  that  he  fhpuld  do  nothing  elfe.  He  laughed, 
and  afked  me,  if  I were  fuch. an  advocate  for  working,  and  fuch  an  enemy  to 
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writing,  what  I thought  of  my  friend  Dr.  Priekley  ? And  he  then  explained  to 
the  two  other  gentlemen  that  great  philofopher’s  attention  to  metaphyfics,  and 
polemic  divinity.  If  an  hundred  had  been  at  table,  the  fentiment  would  have  been 
the  fame  in  every  bofom.  Monf.  M.  fpoke,  however,  with  great  regard  for  the 
experimental  talents  of  the  Doctor,  as  indeed  who  in  Europe  does  not? — I after- 
wards reflected  on  Monf.  de  Morveau’s  not  having  time  to  make  experiments 
that  fhould  apply  chymiflry  to  agriculture,  yet  having  plenty  of  it  for  working 
in  fo  voluminous  a work  as  Pankouck’s.  I lay  it  down  as  a maxim,  that  no 
man  can  ekabliki  or  fupport  a reputation  in  any  branch  of  experimental  phiio- 
fophy,  fuch  as  fhall  really  defcend  to  pokerity,  otherwife  than  by  experiment ; 
and  that  commonly  the  more  a man  works,  and  the  lefs  he  writes  the  better,  at 
leak  the  more  valuable  will  be  his  reputation.  The  profit  of  writing  has  ruined 
that  of  many  (thofe  who  know*  Mon.  de  Morveau  will  be  very  fare  I am  far 
enough  from  having  him  in  my  eye;  his  fituation  in  life  puts  it  out  of  the  quef- 
tion) ; that  compreflion  of  materials,  w7hich  is  luminous ; that  brevity  which 
. appropriates  facts  to  their  dekined  points,  are  alike  inconfikent  with  the  prin- 
ciples that  govern  all  compilations ; there  are  able  and  refpectable  men  now  in 
every  country  for  compiling;  experimenters  of  genius  fhould  range  themfelves 
in  another  clafs.  If  I were  a fovereign,  and  capable  confeq uently  of  rewarding 
merit,  the  moment  I heard  of  a man  of  real  genius  engaged  in  fuch  a work,  I 
would  give  him  double  the  bookfeller’s  price  to  let  it  alone,  and  to  employ  him- 
feif  in  paths  that  did  not  admit  a rival  at  every  door.  There  are  who  will  think 
that  this  opinion  comes  oddly  from  one  who  has  publifhed  fo  many  books  as  I 
have ; but  I hope  it  will  be  admitted,  to  come  naturally  at  leak  from  one  who 
is  writing  a work  from  which  he  does  not  expect  to  make  one  penny,  who, 
therefore,  has  kronger  motives  to  brevity  than  temptations  to  prolixity.  The 
view  of  this  great  cliymih’s  laboratory  will  ihew  that  he  is  not  idle:- — -it  con- 
kks  of  two  large  rooms,  admirably  furnifhed  indeed.  There  are  fix  or  feven 
different  furnaces  (of  which  Macquer’s  is  the  mok  powerful),  and  fuch  a va- 
riety and  extent  of  apparatus,  as  I have  feen  no  where  elfe,  with  a furniture  of 
fpecimens  from  the  three  kingdoms,  as  looks  truly  like  bulmefs.  There  are 
little  writing  defks,  with  pens  and  paper,  fcattered  every  where,  and  in  his  li- 
brary alfo,  which  is  convenient.  He  has  a large  courfe  of  eudiometrical  expe- 
riments going  on  at  prefen t,  particularly  with  Fontana’s  and  Volta’s  eudiome- 
ters. He  feems  to  think,  that  eudiometrical  trials  are  to  be  depended  on : keeps 
his  nitrous  air  in  quart  bottles,  kopped  with  common  corks,  but  reverfed ; and 
that  the  air  is  always  the  lame,  if  made  from  the  fame  materials.  A very  kmple 
and  elegant  method  of  afcertaining  the  proportion  of  vital  air  he  explained  to 
us,  by  making  the  experiment ; putting  a morfel  of  phofphorus  into  a glafs  re- 
tort, confined  by  water  or  mercury,  and  inflaming  it,  by  holding  a bougie  under 
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it.  The  diminution  of  air  marks  the  quantity  that  was  vital  on  the  antiphlo- 
giftic  doctrine.  After  one  extinction,  it  will  boil,  but  not  enfiame.  He  has 
a pair  of  fcales  made  at  Paris,  which,  when  loaded  with  3000  grains,  will  turn 
with  the  twentieth  part  of  one  grain ; an  air  pump,  with  glafs  barrels,  but  one 
of  them  broken  and  repaired ; the  Count  de  Buffon’s  fydem  of  burning  lens ; an 
abforber;  a refpirator,  with  vital  air  in  a jar  on  one  fide,  and  lime-water  in  ano- 
ther ; and  abundance  of  new  and  moft  ingenious  inventions  for  facilitating  en- 
quiries in  the  new  philofophy  of  air.  Thefe  are  fo  various,  and  at  the  fame  time 
fo  well  contrived  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  intended,  that  this  fpecies  of  invention 
feems  to  be  one  very  great  and  effential  part  of  Mon f.  de  Morveau’s  merit;  I 
with  he  would  follow  Dr.  Prieflley’s  idea  of  publifhing  his  tools , it  would  add 
not  inconiiderably  to  his  great  and  well  earned  reputation^  and  at  the  fame  time 
promote  the  enquiries  he  engages  in  amongft  all  other  experimenters.  M.  de 
Morveau  had  the  goodnefs  to  accompany  me  in  the  afternoon  to  the  Academy 
of  Sciences : they  have  a very  handfome  falon,  ornamented  with  the  buds  of 
Dijon  worthies  ; of  fuch  eminent  men  as  this  city  has  produced,  BoiTuet— 
Fevret — De  BrofTes — De  Crebillon — -Pyron — Bonhier— Rameau — and  laflly* 
Buffon ; and  fome  future  traveller  will  doubtlefs  fee  here,  that  of  a man  inferior 
to  none  of  thefe,  Monf.  de  Morveau,  by  whom  I had  now  the  honour  of  being 
conducted.  In  the  evening  we  repaired  again  to  Madame  Picardet,  and  accom- 
panied her  promenade : I was  pleafed,  in  converfation  on  the  prefent  diftur- 
bances  of  France,  to  hear  Monf.  de  Morveau  remark,  that  the  outrages  com- 
mitted by  the  peafants  arofe  from  their  defedts  of  lumieres . In  Dijon  it  had 
been  publicly  recommended  to  the  curees  to  enlighten  them  fomewhat  politi- 
cally in  their  fermons,  but  all  in  vain,  not  one  would  go  out  of  the  ufual  rou- 
tine of  his  preaching. — ffuere,  Would  not  one  newrpaper  enlighten  them  more 
than  a fcore  of  priefts  ? I afked  Monf.  de  Morveau,  how  far  it  was  true  that 
the  chateaus  had  been  plundered  and  burnt  by  the  peafants  alone;  or  whether 
-by  thofe  troops  of  brigands , reported  to  be  formidable  ? He  allured  me,  that  he 
has  made  ftrici  enquiries  to  afcertain  this  matter,  and  is  of  opinion,  that  all  the 
violences  in  this  province,  that  have  come  to  his  knowledge,  have  been  com- 
mitted by  the  peafants  only;  much  has  been  reported  of  brigands , but  nothing 
proved.  At  Befancon  I heard  of  800  ; but  how  could  a troop  of  Boo  banditti 
march  through  a country,  and  leave  their  exiftence  the  lead  queftionable  ? — as 
ridiculous  as  Mr.  Bayes’s  army  incog . 

The  2d.  To  Beaune;  a range  of  hills  to  the  right  under  vines,  and  a flat 
plain  to  the  left,  all  open,  and  too  naked.  At  the  little  inugnihcant  town  of 
Nuys,  forty  men  mount  guard  every  day,  and  a large  corps  at  Beaune.  I am 
provided  with  a paffport  from  the  Mayor  of  Dijon,  and  a flaming  cockade  of  the 
tiers  fiat,  and  therefore  hope  to  avoid  difficulties ; though  the  reports  of  the 
riots  of  the  peafants  are  fo  formidable,  that  it  feems  impoffihle  to  travel  in  fafety. 
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Stop  at  Nuys  for  intelligence  concerning  the  vineyards  of  this  country,  fo  fa- 
mous in  France,  and  indeed  in  all  Europe  ; and  examine  the  Clos  de  Voujaud , of 
100  journaux,  walled  in,  and  belonging  to  a convent  of  Bernardine  Monks. — 
When  are  we  to  find  tliefe  fellows  chilling  badly  * ? The  fpots  they  appropriate 
fhew  what  a righteous  attention  they  give  to  things  of  the  fpirit. 22  miles. 

The  3d.  Going  out  of  Chagnie,  where  I quitted  the  great  Lyons  road,  pafs 
by  the  canal  of  Chaulais,  which  goes  on  very  poorly ; it  is  a truly  ufeful  under- 
taking, and  therefore  left  undone;  had  it  been  for  boring  cannon,  or  coppering 
men  of  war,  it  would  have  been  finifhed  long  ago.  To  Montcenis  a difagree- 
able  country;  lingular  in  its  features.  It  is  the  feat  of  one  of  Monf.  Weelkam - 
fongs  eflablifhments  for  carting  and  boring  cannon  : I have  already  defcribed 
one  near  Nantes,  The  French  fay,  that  this  active  Englifhman  is  brother-in- 
law  of  Dr.  Prieftley,  and  therefore  a friend  of  mankind;  and  that  he  taught 
them  to  bore  cannon,  in  order  to  give  liberty  to  America.  The  eftablifhment 
' is  very  confiderable ; there  are  from  500  to  600  men  employed,  beiides  colliers; 
five  fleam  engines  are  eredted  for  giving  the  blafls,  and  for  boring;  and  a new 
one  building.  I converfed  with  an  Englifhman  who  works  in  the  glafs-houfe, 
in  the  cryftal  branch ; there  were  once  many,  but  only  two  are  left  at  prefent : 
he  complained  of  the  country,  faying  there  was  nothing  good  in  it  but  wine 

and  brandy;  of  which  things  I queftion  not  but  he  makes  a fufficient  ufe. — 

25  miles. 

The  4th.  By  a miferable  country  mofl  of  the  way,  and  through  hideous 
roads  to  Autun.  The  fir  ft  feven  or  eight  miles  the  agriculture  quite  contemp- 
tible. From  thence  to  Autun  all,  or  nearly  all,  inclofed,  and  the  firft  fo  for 
many  miles.  From  the  hill  before  Autun  an  immenfe  view  down  on  that  town, 
and  the  flat  country  of  the  Bourbonnois  for  a great  extent, — View  at  Autun  the 
temple  of  Janus — the  walls- — the  cathedral — the  abbey.  The  reports  here  of 
brigands , and  burning  and  plundering,  are  as  numerous  as  before;  and  when  it 
was  known  in  the  inn  that  I came  from  Burgundy  and  Franche  Compte,  I had 
eight  or  ten  people  introducing  themfelves,  in  order  to  afk  for  news.  The  ru- 
mour of  brigands  here  increafed  to  1600  ilrong.  They  were  much  furprifed  to 
find,  that  I gave  no  credit  to  the  exiflence  of  brigands , as  I was  well  perfuaded, 
that  all  the  outrages  that  had  been  committed,  were  the  work  of  the  peafants 
only,  for  the  fake  of  plundering.  This  they  had  no  conception  of,  and  quoted 
a lift  of  chateaus  burnt  by  them ; but  on  analyfing  thefe  reports,  they  plainly 
appeared  to  be  ill  founded. 20  miles. 

The  5th.  The  extreme  heat  of  yefterday  made  me  feverifh ; and  this  morn- 
ing I waked  with  a fore  throat.  I was  inclined  to  wafte  a day  here  for  the 
fecurity  of  my  health;  but  we  are  all  fools  in  trifling  with  the  things  moil 

* Sold  ilnce  by  the  AfTembly  for  1,140,600  livres,  or  500I.  fieri,  per  journal. 
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valuable  to  us.  Lofs  of  time,  and  vain  expence,  are  always  in  il2au  °A  a 
man  who  travels  as  much  en  philofophe as  I am  forced  to  do.  To  Maifon  de  ^°Ui~ 
gogne,  I thought  myfelf  in  a new  world ; the  road  is  not  only  excellent,  of  grayei, 
but  the  country  is  inclofed  and  wTooded.  There  are  many  gentle  inequalities, 
and  feveral  ponds  that  add  to  the  beauty  of  the  country.  The  weather,  fnce 
the  commencement  of  Auguft,  has  been  clear,  bright,  and  burning;  too  not  to 
be  perfectly  agreeable  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  but  no  flies,  and  therefore  i no 
not  regard  the  heat.  This  circumftance  may,  I think,  be  fixed  on  as  the  telt. 
In  Languedoc,  &c.  thefe  heats,  as  I have  experienced,  are  attended  by  myriads, 
and  confequently  they  are  tormenting.  One  had  need  be  lick  at  this  Maifon  de 
Bourgogne ; a healthy  ftomach  would  not  be  eaiily  filled ; yet  it  is  the  pcit- 
houfe.  In  the  evening  to  Lufy,  another  miferable  poft-houfe.  Note,  through 
all  Burgundy  the  women  wear  flapped  men’s  hats,  which  have  not  nearly  io 
good  an  effect  as  the  ftraw  ones  of  Alface. -22  miles. 

The  6th.  To  efcape  the  heat,  out  at  four  in  the  morning,  to  Bourbon  wancy, 
through  the  fame  country  inclofed,  but  wretchedly  cultivated,  and  all  amaz- 
ingly improvable.  If  I had  a large  tract  in  this  country,  I think  I fhould  not 
be  long  in  making  a fortune ; climate,  prices,  roads,  inclofures,  and  every  ad- 
vantage, except  government.  All  from  Autun  to  the  Loire  is  a noble  field  for 


improvement,  not  by  expenfive  operations  of  manuring  and  draining,  but  merely 
by  fublti tuting  crops  adapted  to  the  foil.  When  I fee  fuch  a country  thus  ma- 
naged, and  in  the  hands  of  ftarving  metayers , in  (lead  of  fat  farmers,  I know  not 
how  to  pity  the  leigneurs,  great  as  their  prefect  bufferings  are.  I met  one  of  them, 
to  whom  I opened  my  mind  : — -he  pretended  to  talk  of  agriculture,  finding  I at- 
tended to  it;  and  allured  me,  that  he  had  Abbe  Roziere’s  corps  complet,  and  he 
believed,  from  his  accounts,  that  this  country  would  not  do  for  any  thing  but 
rye.  I afked  him,  whether  he  or  Abbe  Roziere  knew  the  right  end  of  a plough  ? 
He  allured  me,  that  the  Abbe  was  un  homme  de  grand  merits,  bean  coup  d'  agricult  eur. 
Crofs  the  Loire  by  a ferry;  it  is  here  the  fame  natty  fcene  of  fhingle,  as  in  To  Uk- 
raine. Enter  the  Bourbonnois ; the  fame  inclofed  country,  and  a beautiful  gravel 
road.  At  Chavanne  le  Roi,  Monf.  Joly,  the  auhergijie,  informed  me  of  three  do- 
mains (farms)  to  be  fold,  adjoining  almofl  to  his  Louie,  which  is  new  and  well 
built.  I was  for  appropriating  his  inn  at  once  in  my  imagination  for  a farm- 
houfe,  and  was  working  on  turnips  and  clover,  when  he  told  me,  that  if  I 
would  walk  behind  his  liable,  I might  fee,  at  a fmall  diilance,  two  of  the 
houfes  ; he  faid  the  price  would  be  about  50  or  60,000  liv.  (2,62 5I.),  and  would 
altogether  make  a noble  farm.  If  I were  twenty  years  younger,  I fhould  think 
jferioufly  of  fuch  a fpeculation ; but  there  again  is  the  folly  and  deficiency  of  life; 
twenty  years  ago,  fuch  a thing  would,  for  want  of  experience,  have  been  my 
ruin  • and,  now  I have  the  experience,  I am  too  old  for  the  undertaking. — - — 
27  miles. 
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The  yth.  Mouiins  appears  to  be  but  a poor  ill  built  town.  I went  to 
the  Belle  Image , but  found  it  fo  bad,  that  I left  it,  and  went  to  the  Lyon. 
d’Or , which  is  worfe.  This  capital  of  the  Bourbonnois,  and  on  the  great 
pod:  road  to  Italy,  has  not  an  inn  equal  to  the  little  village  of  Chavanne. 
To  read  the  papers,  I went  to  the  coffee-houfe  of  Madame  Bourgeau,  the  bell 
in  the  town,  where  I found  near  twenty  tables  fet  for  company,  but,  as  to  a 
newlpaper,  I might  have  as  well  have  demanded  an  elephant.  Here  is  a fea- 
ture of  national  backwardnefs,  ignorance,  llupidity,  and  poverty  ! In  the  capi- 
tal of  a great  province,  the  feat  of  an  intendant,  at  a moment  like  the  p refen t, 
with  a National  Affembly  voting  a revolution,  and  not  a newfpaper  to  inform 
the  people  whether  Fayette,  Mirabeau,  or  Louis  XVI.  were  on  the  throne.  Com- 
panies at  a coffee-houfe,  numerous  enough  to  fill  twenty  tables,  and  curioiity 
not  adtive  enough  to  command  one  paper.  What  impudence  and  folly ! — Folly 
in  the  cuflomers  of  fuch  a houfe  not  to  infill  on  half  a dozen  papers,  and  all 
the  journals  of  the  affembly ; and  impudence  of  the  woman  not  to  provide 
them ! Could  fuch  a people  as  this  ever  have  made  a revolution,  or  become  free  ? 
Never,  in  a thoufand  centuries : The  enlightened  mob  of  Paris,  amidfl  hun- 
dreds of  papers  and  publications,  have  done  the  whole.  I demanded  why 
they  had  no  papers  ? They  are  too  dear ; but  fhe  made  me  pay  24 f for  one 
difh  of  coffee,  with  milk,  and  a piece  of  butter  about  the  fize  of  a walnut.  It  is 
a great  pity  there  is  not  a camp  of  brigands  in  your  coffee-room,  Madame. 
Bourgeau. — Among  the  many  letters  for  which  I am  indebted  to  Monf.  Brouf- 
fonet,  few  have  proved  more  valuable  than  one  I had  for  Monf.  1’Abbe  de 
Barut,  principal  of  the  college  of  Mouiins,  who  entered  with  intelligence  and 
animation  into  the  objedt  of  my  journey,  and  took  every  flep  that  was  poffibie  to 
get  me  well  Informed.  He  carried  me  to  Monf.  le  Count  de  Grimau,  lieutenant 
general  of  the  Bailiage,  and  diredtor  of  the  Society  of  Agriculture  at  Mouiins, 
who  kept  us  at  dinner.  He  appears  to  be  a man  of  coniiderable  fortune,  of 
information,  and  knowledge,  agreeable  and  polite.  He  difcourfed  with  me  on 
the  irate  of  the  Bourbonnois  5.  and  affured  me,  that  eilates  were  rather  given  away 
than  fold : that  the  metayers  were  fo  miferably  poor,  it  was  impoffible  for  them 
to  cultivate  well.  I ffarted  fome  obfervations  on  the  modes  which  ought  to  be 
purfued ; but  all  converfation  of  that  fort  is  time  loft  in  France.  After  dinner, 
M.  Grimau  carried  me  to  his  villa,  at  a fmall  diftance  from  the  town,  which 
is  very  prettily  iituated,.  commanding  a view  of  the  vale  of  the  Allier..  Let- 
ters from  Paris,  which  contain  nothing  but  accounts  truly  alarming,  of  the 
violences  committed  all  over  the  kingdom,  and  particularly  at  and  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  capital.  M.  Necker’s  return,  which  it  v/as  expedited  wrould. 
have  calmed  every  thing,  has  no  effedt  at  all  5 and  it  is  particularly  noted  in 
the  National  Affembly,  that  there  is  a violent  party  evidently  bent  on  driv- 
ing things  to  extremity  : men  who,  from  the  violence  and  conflidts  of  the  mo- 
ment. 


M O U L I N S, 


17  £ 


tnent,  find  themfelves  In  a pofition,  and  of  an  importance  that  refults  merely 
from  public  confufion,  will  take  effectual  care  to  prevent  the  fettlement,  order, 
and  peace,  which,  if  edablifhed,  would  be  a mortal  blow  to  their  confequence : 
they  mount  by  the  dorm,  and  would  fink  in  a calm.  Among  other  perfons  to 
whom  Monf.  1’Abbe  Barut  introduced  me,  "was  the  Marquis  de  Goutte,  chef 
d’efcadre  of  the  French  fleet,  who  was  taken  by  Admiral  Bofcawen  at  Louifbourg, 
in  1 758,  and  carried  to  England,  where  he  learned  Englifh,  of  which  he  yet  re- 
tains fomething.  I had  mentioned  to  Monf.  1’Abbe  Barut,  that  I had  a com- 
miflion  from  a perfon  of  fortune  in  England,  to  look  out  for  a good  purchafe  in 
France;  and  knowing  that  the  marquis  would  fell  one  of  his  eflates,  he  men- 
tioned it  to  him.  Monf.  de  Goutte  gave  me  fiich  a defcription  of  it,  that  I 
thought,  though  my  time  was  fliort,  that  it  would  be  very  well  worth  bellowing 
one  day  to  view  it,  as  it  was  no  more  than  eight  miles  from  Moulins,  and,  pro- 
pofing  to  take  me  to  it  the  next  day  in  his  coach,  I readily  confented.  At  the 
time  appointed,  I attended  the  marquis,  with  M.  1’ Abbe  Barut,  to  his  chateau  of 
Riaux,  which  is  in  the  midfl  of  the  eftate  he  would  fell  on  fuch  terms,  that 
I never  was  more  tempted  to  fpeculate : I have  very  little  doubt  but  that 
the  perfon  who  gave  me  a commifiion  to  look  out  for  a purchafe,  is  long  fince 
fickened  of  the  fcheme,  which  was  that  of  a refidence  for  pleafure,  by  the 
diflurbances  that  have  broken  out  here : fo  that  I fliould  clearly  have  the  refiiial 
of  it  myfeif.  It  would  be  upon  the  whole  a more  beneficial  purchafe  than  X 
had  any  conception  of,  and  confirms  Monf.  de  Grimau’s  afiertion,  that  eflates 
here  are  rather  given  away  than  fold.  The  chateau  is  large  and  very  well 
built,  containing  two  good  rooms,  either  of  which  would  hold  a company  of 
thirty  people,  with  three  fmaller  ones  on  the  ground  floor ; on  the  fecond  ten 
bedchambers,  and  over  them  good  garrets,  fome  of  which  are  well  fitted  up ; 
all  forts  of  offices  fubflantially  eredted,  and  on  a plan  proportioned  to  a large 
family,  including  barns  new  built,  for  holding  half  the  corn  of  the  eftate  in 
the  flraw,  and  granaries  to  contain  it  when  threlhed.  Alfo  a wine  prefs  and 
ample  cellaring,  for  keeping  the  produce  of  the  vineyards  in  the  mod  plentiful 
years.  The  fituation  is  on  the  fide  of  an  agreeable  riling,  with  views  not  ex- 
tenfive,  but  pleafing,  and  all  the  country  round  of  the  fame  features  I have 
defcribed,  being  one  of  the  fined  provinces  in  France.  Adjoining  the  chateau 
is  a field  of  five  or  fix  arpents,  well  walled  in,  about  half  of  which  is  in  culture 
as  a garden,  and  thoroughly  planted  with  all  forts  of  fruits.  There  are  twelve 
ponds,  through  which  a fmall  dream  runs,  fufficient  to  turn  two  mills,  that  let 
at  loooiiv.  (431. 1 5s.)  a-year.  The  ponds  fupply  the  proprietor’s  table  amply  with 
fine  carp,  tench,  perch,  and  eels ; and  yield  befides  a regular  revenue  of  1 000  liv. 
There  are  20  arpents  of  vines  that  yield  excellent  white  and  red  wine,  with 
houfes  for  the  vignerons;  woods  more  than  fumcient  to  fupply  the  chateau 
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with  fuel  ; and  laid :Iy,  nine  domains  or  farms  let  to  metayers , tenants  at  will,  at 
half  produce,  producing,  in  cadi,  10,500  liv.  (459I.  7s.  6d.)  confequently  the 
grofs  produce,  farms,  mills,  and  fid,  is  12,500  liv.  The  quantity  of  land,  I 
conjecture  from  viewing  it,  as  well  as  from  notes  taken,  may  be  above  3000 
arpents  or  acres,  lying  all  contiguous  and  near  the  chateau.  The  outgoings  for 
thole  taxes  paid  by  the  landlord ; repairs,  garde  de  chajj'e , game- keeper  (for  here 
are  all  the  feigneural  rights,  haute  jujlice,  &c.),  deward,  expences  on  wine,  &c. 
amount  to  about  4400  liv.  (192!.  10s.)  It  yields  therefore  net  fomething  more 
than  Bcooliv.  (350L)  a year.  The  price  afked  is  300,000  liv.  (13,125!.) ; but 
for  this  price  is  given  the  furniture  complete  of  the  chateau,  all  the  timber, 
amounting,  by  valuation  of  oak  only,  to  40,000  liv.  (1750I.)  and  all  the  cattle 
on  the  edate,  viz.  1000  deep,  60  cows,  72  oxen,  9 mares,  and  many  hogs. 
Knowing,  as  I did,  that  I could,  on  the  fecurity  of  this  edate,  borrow  the 
whole  of  the  purchafe -money,  I withilood  no  trifling  temptation  when  I 
redded  it.  The  fined  climate  in  France,  perhaps  in  Europe ; a beautiful 
and  healthy  country ; excellent  roads ; a navigation-  to  Paris  ; wine,  game, 
fifh,  and  every  thing  that  ever  appears  on  a table,  except  the  produce  of  the 
tropics;  a good  houfe,  a fine  garden,  ready  markets  for  every  fort  of  pro- 
duce; and,  above  all  the  red,  3000  acres  of  inclofed  land,  capable  in  a very 
little  time  of  being,  without  expence,  quadrupled  in  its  produce,  altogether- 
formed  a picture  diffident  to  tempt  a man  who  had  been  nve-and- twenty  years- 
in  the  condant  practice  of  the  hufbandry  adapted  to  this  foil.  But  the 
date  of  government — the  pofilbility  that  the  leaders  of  the  Paris  democracy 
might  in  their  wifdom  aboliih  property  as  well  as  rank;  and  that  in  buying  am 
edate  I might  be  purchafing  my  dare  in  a civil  war — deterred  me  from  en- 
gaging at  prefen t,  and  induced  me  to  requed  only  that  the  marquis  would, 
give  me  the  refufal  of  it,  before  he  fold  it  to  any  body  elfe..  When  I have  to 
treat  with  a perfon  for  a purchafe,  I fhall  wifh  to  deal  with  fuch  an  one 
as  the  Marquis  de  Goutte.  He  has  a phyfiognomy  that  pleafes  me;  the  eale 
and  politeneis  of  his  nation  is  mixed  with  great  probity  and  honour;  and  is 
not  rendered  lefs  amiable  by  an  appearance  of  dignity  that  .flows  from  an.  an- 
cient and-  refpeCtable  family.  To  me  he  feems  a man  in  whom  one- might,  in 
any  tranfaction,  place  implicit  confidence..  I could  have  fpent  a month  in  the 
Bourbonnois,  looking  at  edates  to  be  fold  ; adjoining  to  that  of  M.  de  Goutte’s 
is  another  of  270,000.  liv.  purchafe,  Ballain ; Monf.  PAbbe  Barut  having  made 
an  appointment  with  the  proprietor,  carried,  me  in.  the.  afternoon  to- fee  the 
chateau  and  a part  of  the  lands ; all  the  country  is.  the  fame  foil,,  and  in 
the  fame  management.  It  confids  of  eight  farms,  docked  with  cattle  and 
fneep  by  the  landlord  ; and  here  too  the  ponds  yield  a regular  revenue.  In- 
come at  preient  io,co.o  liv.  (437L  1 os.)  a year  ; price  2.60,000  liv.  (1 1,375k)  and 
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10,000  liv.  for  wood — twenty-five  years  purchafe.  Alfo  near  St.  Poncin  another- 
of  400,000  liv.  (17,5001.),  the  woods  of  which,  450  acres,  produce  5000  liv. 
a year ; 80  acres  of  vines,  the  wines  fo  good  as  to  be  lent  to  Paris  ; good  land 
for  wheat,  and  much  fown ; a modern  chateau,  avec  toutes  les  aifances , &c. 
And  I heard  of  many  others.  I conjecture  that  one  of  the  fined  contiguous 
eftates  in  Europe  might  at  prefent  be  laid  together  in  the  Bourbonnois.  And 
I am  further  informed,  that  there  are  at  prefent  6oco  eflates  to  be  fold  in 
France  ; if  things  go  on  as  they  do  at  prefent,  it  will  not  be  a queftion  of  buy- 
ing eftates,  but  kingdoms,  and  France  itfelf  will  be  under  the  hammer.  I love 
a fyfiem  of  policy  that  infpires  fuch  confidence  as  to  give  a value  to  land,  ana 
that  renders  men  fo  comfortable  on  their  eftates  as  to  make  the  fale  of  them  the 

la ft  of  their  ideas.  Return  to  Moulins. 30  miles* 

The  10th.  Took  my  leave  of  Moulins,  where  eftates  and  farming  have 
driven  even  Maria  and  the  poplar  from  my  head,  and  left  me  no  room  for  the 
tombeau  de  Montmorenci ; having  paid  extravagantly  for  the  mud  walls,  cobweb 
tapeftry,  and  unfavoury  fcents  of  the  Lyon  d' Or,  I turned  my  mare  towards 
Ghateauneuf,  on  the  road  to  Auvergne.  The  accompanyment  of  the  river  makes 
the  country  pleafant.  I found  the  inn  full,  bufy,  and  buftling;  Monfeigneur, 
the  biihop,  coming  to  the  fete  of  St.  Laurence,  patron  of  the  parifti  here.  Ally- 
ing for  the  commodite , I was  defined  to  walk  into  the  garden.  This  has  hap- 
pened twice  or  thrice  to  me  in  France ; I did  not  before  find  out  that  they  were 
fuch  good  cultivators  in  this  country ; I am  not  well  made  for  diipenfing  this 
fort  of  fertility ; but  my  lord  the  bifhop-  and  thirty  fat  priefts  will,  after  a din- 
ner that  has  employed  all  the  cooks  of  the  vicinity,  doubtlefs  contribute  am- 
ply to  the  amelioration  of  the  lettuces  and  onions  of  Monf.  le  Maitre  de  la 
Pofte.  To  St.  Poncin. 30  miles. 


The  nth.  Early  to  Riom,  in  Auvergne.  Near  that  town  the  country  is 
interefting ; a fine  wooded  vale  to  the  left,  every  where  bounded  by  moun- 
tains ; and  thole  nearer  to  the  right  of  an  interefting  outline.  Riom,  part  of 
which  is  pretty  enough,  is  all  volcanic  ; it  is  built  of  lava  from  the  quarries  of 
Volvic,  which  are  highly  curious  to  a naturalift.  The  level  plain,  which  I 
paned  in  going  to  Clermont,  is  the  commencement  of  trie  famous  Limagne  of 
Auvergne,  afiferted  to  be  the  moft  fertile  of  all  France ; but  that  is  an  error,  I 
nave  ieen  richer  land  m both  Flanders  and  Normandy.  This  plain  is  as  level 
as  a mill  lake  • the  mountains  are  all  volcanic,  and  confequently  interefting.- — -■ 
Pafs  a fcene  of  very  fine  irrigation,  that  will  ftrike  a farming  eye,  to  Mont  Fer- 
iuiia,  and  after  mat  to  Clermont.  Riom,  Ferrand,  and  Clermont,  are  all  built, 
0r  rataer  perched,  on  the  tops  of  rocks.  Clermont  is  in  the  midft  of  a moft 


cuiiOus  country,  ail  volcanic  ; and  is  built  and  paved  with  lava  : much  of  it 
one  oi  trie  went  built,  dirtieft,  and  moft  {linking  places  I have  met 
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with.  There  are  many  ftreets  that  can,  for  blacknefs,  dirt,  and  ill  fcents,  only  be 
reprefented  by  narrow  channels  cut  in  a night  dunghill.  The  contention  of 
naufeous  favours,  with  which  the  air  is  impregnated,  when  brilk  mountain  gales 
do  not  ventilate  thefe  excrementitious  lanes,  made  me  envy  the  nerves  of  the 
good  people,  who,  for  what  I know,  may  be  happy  in  them.  It  is  the  fair, 
the  town  full,  and  the  tables  d’hotes  crouded. 25  miles. 

The  1 2th.  Clermont  is  partly  free  from  the  reproach  I threw  on  Moulins 
and  Belanpon,  for  there  is  a falle  a leBure  at  a Monk  Bovares,  a hookfeller, 
where  I found  feveral  newfpapers  and  journals  3 hut  at.  the  coffee -houfe, 
I enquired  for  them  in  vain  : — they  tell  me  alfo,  that  the  people  here  are 
great  politicians,  and  attend  the  arrival  of  the  courier  with  impatience.  The 
confequen ce  is,  there  have  been  no  riots  : the  moil  ignorant  will  always  be  the 
readied:  for  mifchief.  The  great  news  juft  arrived  from  Paris,  of  the  utter 
abolition  of  tythes,  feudal  rights,  game,  warrens,  pidgeons,  &c.  have  been  re- 
ceived with  the  greateft  joy  by  the  mafs  of  the  people,  and  by  all  not  immedi- 
ately interefted  • and  fome  even  of  the  latter  approve  highly  of  the  declaration  : 
but  I have,  had  much  converfation  with  two  or  three  very  fenfible  perfons,  who 
complain  bitterly  of  the  grofs  injuftice  and  cruelty  of  any  fuch  declarations  of 
what  will  be  done,  but  is  not  effected  and  regulated  at  the  moment  of  declar- 
ing. Monk  1’Abhe  ArbrC,  to  whom  Monk  de  Brouffonet’s  letter  introduced 
me,  had  the  goodnefs  not  only  to  give  me  all  the  information  relative  to  the 
curious  country  around  Clermont,  which,  particularly  as  a naturalift,  attracted 
his  enquiries,  hut  alfo  introduced  me  to  Monk  Chabrol,  as  a gentleman  who 
.has  attended  much  to  agriculture,  and  who  anfwered  my  enquiries  in  that  line 
with  great  readinefs. 

The  13th.  At  Roya,  near  Clermont,  a village  in  the  volcanic  mountains, 
which  are  fo  curious,  and  of  late  years  fo  celebrated,  are  fome  fprings,  reported 
by  philofophical  travellers  to  be  the  fined:  and  molt  abundant  in  France  3 to 
view  thefe  objects,  and  more  kill,  a very  fine  irrigation,  laid  alfo  to  be  prac- 
tifed  there,  I engaged  a guide.  Report,  when  it  fpeaks  of  things  of  which 
the  reporter  is  ignorant,  is  lure  to  magnify 3 the  irrigation  is  nothing  more 
than  a mountain  fide  converted  by  water  to  fome  tolerable  meadow,  but  done 
coarfely,  and  not  well  underftood.  That  in  the  vale,  between  Ric-m  and 
Ferrand,  far  exceeds  it.  The  fprings  are  curious  and  powerful : they  gufh,  or 
rather  burft  from  the  rock  in  four  or  five  ftreams,  each  powerful  enough  to 
turn  a mill,  into  a cave  a little  below  the  village.  About  half  a league  higher 
there  are  many  others  3 they  are  indeed  fo  numerous,  that  fcarcely  a projection  of 
the  rocks  or  hills  is  without  them.  At  the  village,  I found  that  my  guide, 
inftead  of  knowing  the  country  perfectly,  was  in  reality  ignorant 3 I there- 
fore took  a woman  to  conduct  me  to  the  fprings  higher  up  the  mountain ; 
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on  my  return,  Ihe  was  arreRed  by  a foldier  of  the  garde  bourgeoife  (for  even 
this  wretched  village  is  not  without  its  national  militia)  for  having,  without 
permiffion,  become  the  guide  of  a Rranger.  She  was  conducted  to  a heap  of 
Rones,  they  call  the  chateau.  They  told  me  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  me ; 
but  as  to  the  woman,  die  xhould  be  taught  more  prudence  for  the  future 
as  the  poor  devil  was  in  jeopardy  on  my  account,  I determined  at  once  t( 
accompany  them  for  the  chance  of  getting  her  cleai'ed,  by  atteRing  her  inno- 
cence. We  were  followed  by  a mob  of  all  the  village,  with  the  woman’s 
children  crying  bitterly,  for  fear  their  mother  Ihould  be  imprifoned.  At  the 
eaftle,  we  waited  fome  time,  and  were  then  Ihewn  into  another  apartment,  where 
the  town  committee  was  affembled ; the  accufation  was  heard ; and  it  was 
wifely  remarked  by  all,  that,  in  fa ch  dangerous  times  as  thefe,  when  all  the 
world  knew  that  fo  great  and  powerful  a perfon  as  the  Queen  was  confpiring 
againR  France  in  the  moft  alarming  manner,  for  a woman  to  become  the  con- 
dudtor  of  a R ranger — and  of  a Rranger  who  had  been  making  fo  many  fufpicious 
enquiries  as  I had,  was  a high  offence.  It  was  immediately  agreed,  that  file  ought 
to  be  imprifoned.  I affured  them  the  was  perfectly  innocent ; for  it  was  impoffible 
that  any  guilty  motive  ihould  be  her  inducement ; finding  me  curious  to  fee  the 
fprings,  as  I had  viewed  the  lower  ones,  and  wanted  a guide  for  feeing  thole 
higher  in  the  mountain,  fine  offered  herfelf : and  could  have  no  other  than  the  in- 
duRrious  view  of  getting  a few  fols  for  her  poor  family.  They  then  turned  their  ■ 
enquiries  againR  me,  that  if  I wanted  to  fee  fprings  only,  what  induced  me  to 
alk  a multitude  of  queRions  concerning  the  price,  value,  and  product  of  the  lands  ? 
What  had  Rich  enquiries  to  do  with  fprings  and  volcanoes  ? I told  them,  that 
cultivating  fome  land  in  England,  rendered  Rich  things  intereRing  to  me  per- 
fonaily : and  laRly,  that  if  they  would  fend  to  Clermont,  they  might  know, 
from  feveral  refpectable  perfons,  the  truth  of  all  I aflerted  j and  therefore  X 
hoped,  as  it  was  the  woman’s  firR  indiferetion,  for  X could  not  call  it  offence, 
they  would  difmifs  her.  This  was -refilled  at  firR,  but  a Rented  to  at  laR,  on  my 
declaring,  that  if  they  imprifoned  her,  they  ihould  do  the  fame  by  me,  and  an- 
fiwer  it  as  they  could.  They  confented  to  let  her  go,  with  a reprimand,  and  I 
departed  ^ not  marvelling,  for  I have  done  with  that,  at  . their  ignorance,  in  ima- 
gining that  the  Queen  Ihould  conlpire  fo  dangeroufly  againR  their  rocks  and 
mountains,  I found  my  guide  in  the  midR  of  the  mob,  who  had  been  very 
bufy  in  putting  as  many  queRions  about  me,  as  I had  done  about  their  crops.— 
There  were  two  opinions ; one  party  thought  I was  a commifjaire,  come  to  ascertain ; 
the  damage  done  by  the  hail  : the  other,  that  I was  an  agent  of  the  Queen  is, 
who  intended  to  blow  the  town  up  with  a mine,  and  fend  all  that  efcaped  to 
the  gallies.  The  care  that  muR  have  been  taken  to  render  the  character  of  that 
pr-incefs  detefted.among^  the  people,  is  incredible  y and.  there,  fieem,  every  where 
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to  be  no  absurdities  too  grofs,  nor  circumflances  too  impcffible  for  their  faith. 
In  the  evening  to  the  theatre,  the  Optimijl  well  adied.  Before  I leave  Clermont, 
I mail  remark,  that  I dined,  or  fupped,  five  times  at  the  table  d’hote,  with  from 
twenty  to  thirty  merchants  and  tradefmen,  officers,  &c. ; and  it  is  not  eafy  for  me 
to  exp  refs'  the  insignificance, — the  inanity  of  the  converfation.  Scarcely  any 
politics,  at  a moment  when  every  bofom  ought  to  beat  with  none  but  political 
fenfations.  The  ignorance  or  the  limpidity  of  thefe  people  muft  he  absolutely 
incredible  not  a week  paffies  without  their  country  abounding  with  events 
that  are  analyzed  and  debated  by  the  carpenters  and  blackfmiths  of  England. 
The  abolition  of  tythes,  the  defbuction  cf  the  gabelle,  game  made  property, 
:and  feudal  rights  deflroyed,  are  French  topics,  that  are  translated  into  Englilh 
within  fix  days  after  they  happen,  and  their  confequences,  combinations,  remits, 
and  modifications,  become  the  difquifition  and  entertainment  of  the  grocers, 
chandlers,  drapers,  and  Shoemakers  of  all  the  towns  of  England  ; yet  the  fame- 
people  in  France  do  not  think  them  worth  their  converfation,  except  in  private. 
Why,?  becaufe  converfation  in  private  wants  little  knowledge ; but  in  public  it 
demands  more ; and  therefore  I fuppofe,  for  I confefs  there  are  a thoufand  diffi- 
culties attending  the  folution,  they  are  fiient.  But  how  many  people,  and  how 
many  fubjedts,  on  which  volubility  is  proportioned  to  ignorance  ? Account  for 
the  tact  as  you  pleafe,  but  with  me  it  admits  no  doubt. 


The  14th.  To  Izoire,  the  country  all  interesting,  from  the  number  of 
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conic  mountains  that  rife  in  every  quarter ; fame  are  crowned 
others  are  Roman  caflles,  and  the  knowledge  that  the  whole  is  the  work  of 
Subterranean  fire,  though  in  ages  far  too  remote  for  any  record  to  announce, 
keeps  the  attention  perpetually  alive.  Monf.  de  FArbre  had  given  me  a let- 
ter to  Monf.  Bres,  doctor  of  phyfic,  at  Izoire : I found  him,  with  all  the 
townfmen,  collected  at  the  hotel  de  villet  to  hear  a newfpaper  read.  Fie  con- 
ducted me  to  the  upper  end  of  the  room,  and  feated  me  by  himfelf : the  fubjedt 
or  the  paper  was  the  fuppreffion  of  the  religious  houfes,  and  the  commutation 
oi  tythes.  I obferved  that  the  auditors,  among  whom  were  Some  of  the  lower 
Ciais,  were  very  attentive ; and  the  whole  company  feemed  well  pleated  with 
whatever  concerned  the  tythes  and  the  monks.  _ Monf.  Bres,  who  is  a fenfible 
and  intelligent  gentleman,  walked  with  me  to  his  farm,  about  half  -a  league 
from  the  town,  on  a foil  of  fuperior  richnefs  ; like  all  other  farms,  this  is  in  the 
hands  of  a metayer.  Supped  at  his  houfe  afterwards,  in  an  agreeable  company, 
with  much  animated  political  converfation.  We  difcuffied  the  news  of  the 
day  • they  were  inclined  to  approve  of  it  very  warmly ; but  I contended,  that 
the  National  Affembly  did  not  proceed  on  any  regular  well  digested  fyftem  : that 
they  feemed  to  have  a rage  ior  nulling  down,  but  no  tafle  for  rebuilding : that 
if  they  proceeded  much  further  on  fuch  a plan,  defiroving  every  thing,  but 
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eFablifhing  nothing,  they  would  at  laF  bring  the  kingdom  into  fuch  coiifufion, 
that  they  would  even  themfelves  be  without  power  to  reFore  it  to  peace  and 
order ; and  that  fuch  a Ftuation  would,  in  its  nature,  be  on  the  brink  of  the 
precipice  of  bankruptcy  and  civil  war. — I ventured  further,  to  declare  it  as  my 
idea,  that  without  an  upper  houfe,  they  never  could  have  either  a good  or  a 
durable  conFitution.  We  had  a difference  of  opinion  on  thefe  points  ; but  I 
was  glad  to  find,  that  there  could  be  a fair  difcuflion, — and  that,  in  a company 
of  fix  or  feven  gentlemen,  two  would  venture  to  agree  with  a fyFem  fo  un- 
fafhionable  as  mine. 17  miles. 

The  1 5th.  The  country  continues  intereFing  to  Brioud.  On  the  tops  of  the 
mountains  of  Auvergne  are  many  old  caflles,  and  towns,  and  villages.  Pais  the 
river,  by  a bridge  of  one  great  arch,  to  the  village  of  Lampdes.  At  that  place, 
wait  on  Monf.  Greyffier  de  Talairat, ' avocat  and  JubdeJegue , to  whom  I had  a 
letter;  and  who  was  fo  obliging  as  to  anfwer,  with  attention,  all  my  enquiries 
into  the  agriculture  of  the  neighbourhood.  He  enquired  much  after  lord  Brif- 
tol ; and  was  not  the  worfe  pleafed  with  me,  when  he  heard  that  I came  from 
the  fame  province  in  England.  We  drank  his  Lordfhip’s  health,  in  the  Frong 
white  wine,  kept  four  years  in  the  fun,  which  lord  Brifrol  had  much  com- 
mended.  18  miles. 


The  1 6th.  Early  in  the  morning,  to  avoid  the  heat,  which  has  rather  in- 
commoded me,  to  Fix.  Crols  the  river  by  a ford,  near  the  fpot  where  a bridge 
is  building,  and  mount  gradually  into  a country,  which  continues  intereFing  to 
a naturaliF,  from  its  volcanic  origin ; for  all  has  been  either  overturned,  or 
formed  by  fire.  Pafs  Chomet ; and,  defcending,  remark  a heap  of  bafaltic 
columns  by  the  road,  to  the  right ; they  are  finall,  but  regular  fexagons.  Pou- 
laget  appears  in  the  plain  to  the  left.  Stopped  at  St.  George,  where  I pro- 
cured mules,  and  a guide,  to  fee  the  bafaltic  columns  at  Chilliac,  which, 
however,  are  hardly  Friking  enough  to  reward  the  trouble.  At  Fix,  I iaw 
a field  of  fine  clover;  a fight  that  I have  not  been  regaled  with,  I think, 
lince  Alface.  I defired  to  know  to  whom  it  belonged  ? to  Monf.  Coffier, 
doctor  of  medicine.  I went  to  his  houfe  to  make  enquiries,  which  he  was 
obliging  enough  to  gratify,  and  indulged  me  in  a walk  over  the  principal  part 
of  his  farm.  He  gave  me  a bottle  of  excellent  vin'blanc  mouffeux,  made  in 
Auvergne.  I enquired  of  him  the  means  of  going  to  the  mine  of  antimony, 
four  leagues  from  hence  ; but  he  faid  the  country  was  fo  enrage  in  that  part, 
and  had  lately  been  fo  mifehievous,  that  he  advifed  me  by  all  means  to  give  up 
the  project.  This  country,  from  climate,  as  well  as  pines,  muff  be  very  high. 
I have  been  for  three  days  paft  melted  with  heat ; but  to-day,  though  the  Fin- 


is bright,  the  heat  has  been  quite  moderate,  like  an  Englifn  rummer’ s day, 
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and  1 am  affured  that  they  never  have  it  hotter ; but  complain  of  the  winter’s 
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"Ref e arches  fur  les  volcanoes  etsints , that  fhews  it  to  be  a remarkable  object ; I 
began  to  make  enquiries,  and  arrangements  for  having  a mule  and  a guide  to  go 
thither  the  next  morning ; the  man  and  his  wife  attended  me  at  dinner,  and  did 
not  feem,  from  the  difficulties  they  raifed  at  every  moment,  to  approve  my  plan : 
having  allied  them  fome  queftions  about  the  price  of  providons,  and  other  things, 
I foppofe  they  regarded  me  with  fufpicious  eyes,  and  thought  that  I had  no  good 
intentions.  I deiired,  however,  to  have  the  mule — fome  difficulties  were  made 
’ — — I mud  have  two  mules — Very  well,  get  me  two.  Then  returning,  a man 
was  not  to  be  had ; with  freffi  expreffions  of  furprife,  that  I ihould  be  eager  to 
fee  mountains  that  did  not  concern  me.  After  railing  freih  difficulties  to  every 
thing  I faid,  they  at  lad  plainly  told  me,  that  I Ihould  neither  have  mule  nor 
man ; and  this  with  an  air  that  evidently  made  the  cafe  hopelefs.  About  an 
hour  after,  I received  a polite  medage  from  the  Marquis  Deblou,  feigneur  of  the 
pariih,  who  hearing  that  an  inquilitive  Englilhman  was  at  the  inn,  enquiring 
after  volcanoes,  propofed  the  pleafure  of  taking  a walk  with  me.  I accepted 
the  offer  with  alacrity,  and  going  directly  towards  his  houfe  met  him  on  the 
road.  I explained  to  him  my  motives  and  my  difficulties;  he  faid,  the  people 
had  gotten  feme  abfurd  fufpicions  of  me  from  my  queftions,  and  that  the  pre- 
fect time  was  fo  dangerous  and  critical  to  all  travellers,  that  he  would  aavife  me 
by  no  means  to  think  of  any  fuch  excurlions  from  the  great  road,  unlefs  I found 
much  readinefs  in  the  people  to  conduft  me  : that  at  any  other  moment  than  the 
prefent,  he  Ihould  be  happy  to  do  it  himfelf,  but  that  at  prefent  it  was  impoffible 
for  any  perfon  to  be  too  cautious.  There  was  no  redding  this  reafoning,  and 
'and  yet  to  lofe  the  mod  curious  volcanic  remains  in  the  country,  for  the  crater 
of  the  mountain  is  as  diftinct  in  the  print  of  Monf.  de  St.  Fond,  as  if  the  lava 
were  now  running  from  it,  was  a mortifying  circumdance.  The  marquis  then 
fhewed  me  his  garden  and  his  chateau,  amidd  the  mountains;  behind  it  is  that 
of  Gravene,  which  is  an  extinguished  volcano  likewife,  but  the  crater  not  dis- 
cernible without  difficulty.  In  converfhtion  with  him  and  another  gentleman, 
on  agriculture,  particularly  the  produce  of  mulberries,  they  mentioned  a fmall 
piece  of  land  that  produced,  by  dik  only,  120  liv.  (5L  cs.)  a year,  and  being 
contiguous  to  the  road  we  walked  to  it.  Appearing  very  fmall  for  fuch  a pro- 
duce, I ftepped  it  to  afeertain  the  contents,  and  minuted  them  in  my  pocket- 
book.  Soon  after,  growing  dark,  I took  my  leave  of  the  gentlemen,  and  re- 
tired to  my  inn.  What  I had  done  had  more  witnedes  than  I dreamt  of ; for 
at  eleven  o’clock  at  night,  a full  hour  after  I had  been  adeep,  the  commander 
-of  a die  of  twenty  mi  lice  bourgeoife , with  their  mufquets,  or  fwords,  or  fa- 
fcres,  or  pikes,  entered  my  chamber,  furrounded  my  bed,  and  demanded  my 
paffiport.  A dialogue  endued,  too  long  to  minute ; I was  forced  drft  to  give 
•them  my  paftpert,  and,  that  not  fatisfying  them,  my  papers.  They  told  me 
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that  I was  undoubtedly  a confpirator  with  the  Queen,  the  Count  a’ Artois,,  and 
the  Count  d’Entragues  (who  has  property  here),  who  had  employed  me  as  an 
arpenteur,  to  msafure  their  fields,  in  ordfcr  to  double  their  taxes.  My  papers 
being  in  English  faved  me,  They  had  taken  it  into  their  heads  that  I was  not 
an  Englifhman — only  a pretended  one;  for  they  fpeak  fuch  a jargon  them- 
Telves,  that  their  ears  were  not  good  enough  to  difcover  by  my  language  that  I 
was  an  undoubted  foreigner.  Their  finding  no  maps,  or  plans,  nor  any  thing 
that  they  could  convert  by  fuppofition  to  a cadafire  of  their  parifih,  had  its 
effedb,  as  I could  fee  by  their  manner,  for  they  converted  entirely  in  Patois. 
Perceiving,  however,  that  they  were  not  fatisfied,  and  talked  much  of  the  Count 
d’Entragues,  I opened  a bundle  of  letters  that  were  fealed — thefe,  gentlemen, 
are  my  letters  of  recommendation  to  various  cities  of  France  and  Italy,  open 
which  you  pleafe,  and  you  will  find,  for  they  are  written  in  French,  that  I am 
an  honed:  Englishman,  and  not  the  rogue  you  take  me  for.  On  this  they  held 
a frefh  confultation  and  debate,  which  ended  in  my  favour ; they  refufed  to  open 
the  letters,  prepared  to  leave  me,  faying,  that  my  numerous  queftions  about 
lands,  and  meafuring  a field,  while  I pretended  to  come  after  volcanoes,  bad 
raifed  great  fufpicions,  which  they  obferved  were  natural  at  a time  when  it  was 
known  to  a certainty  that  the  Queen,  the  Count  d’ Artois,  and  the  Count  d’En- 
tragues were  in  a confpiracy  again  ft  the  Vivarais,  And  thus,  to  my  entire  fatif- 
faction,  they  wifhed  me  good  night,  and  left  me  to  the  bugs,  which  fwarmed 
in  the  bed  like  flies  in  a honey-pot.  I had  a narrow  efcape — it  would  have 
been  a delicate  fituation  to  have  been  kept  prifoner  probably  in  fome  common 
goal,  or,  if  not,  guarded  at  my  own  expence,  while  they  fent  a courier  to  Paris 
for  orders. 20  miles. 

The  20th.  The  fame  impaling  mountainous  features  continue  to  Ville'neuve 
de  Berg,  The  road,  for  half  a mile,  leads  under  an  immenfe  mafs  of  bafaltic 
lava,  run  into  configurations  of  various  forms,  and  refting  on  regular  columns; 
this  vaft  range  bulges  in  the  centre  into  a fort  of  promontory.  The  height, 
form,  and  figures,  and  the  decifive  volcanic  character  the  whole  mafs  has  taken, 
render  it  a moft  .interefting  fpedtaele  to  the  learned  and  unlearned  eye.  Juft 
before  Aubenas,  miftaking  the  road,  which  is  not  half  finished,  I had  to  turn ; 
it  was  on  the  Hope  of  the  declivity,  and  very  rare  that  any  wall  or  defence  is 
found  againTfc  the  precipices.  My  French  mare  has  an  ill  talent  of  backing  too 
freely  when  fhe  begins : unfortunately  fhe  exercifed  it  at  a moment  of  imminent 
danger,  and  backed  the  chaife,  me,  and  herfelf  down  the  precipice;  by  great 
good  luck,  there  was  at  the  ipot  a fort  of  flielf  of  rock,  that  made  the  mime-? 
diate  fall  not  more  than  five  feet  direct.  I leaped  out  ojf  the  chaife  in  the  mo- 
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ment,  and  fell  unhurt : the  chaife  was  overthrown  and  the  mare  on  her  fide, 
entangled  in  the  harnefs,  which  kept  the  carriage  from  tumbling  down  a preci- 
pice 
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pies  of  fixty  feet.  Fortunately  fhe  lay  quietly,  for  had  fhe  ftruggled  both  muft 
have  fallen.  I called  fome  lime-burners  to  my  alii  fiance,  who  were  wdth  great 
difficulty  brought  to  fubmit  to  directions,  and  not  each  purfue  his  own  idea  to 
the  certain  precipitation  of  both  mare  and  chaife.  W e extricated  her  unhurt, 
fecured  the  chaife,  and  then,  with  fcill  greater  difficulty,  regained  the  road  with 
both.  This  was  by  far  the  narrowed  efcape  I have  had.  A bleffed  country  for  a 
broken  limb — confinement  for  fix  weeks  or  two  months  at  the  Cheval  Blanc , at 
Aubenas,  an  inn  that  would  have  been  purgatory  itfelf  to  one  of  my  hogs 
alone — without  relation,  friend,  or  fervant,  and  not  one  perfon  in  fixty  that  fpeaks 
French. — Thanks  to  the  good  providence  that  preferved  me ! What  a fituati'on 
— I fir  udder  at  the.  reflection  more  than  I did  falling  into  the  jaws  of  the  preci- 
pice. Before  I got  from  the  place  there  were  feven  men  about  me,  I gave  them 
a 3 liv.  piece  to  drink,  which  for  fome  time  they  refufed  to  accept,  thinking, 
with  unaffedted  modefty,  that  it  was  too,much.  At  Aubenas  repaired  the  har- 
nefs,  and,  leaving  that  place,  viewed  the  filk  mills,  which  are  confiderable. 
Reach  Villeneuve  de  Berg.  I was  immediately  hunted  out  by  the  inilice  hour « 
geoife . Where  is  your  certificate  f Here  again  the  old  objection  that  my  fea- 
tures and  perfon  were  not  defended. — Tour  papers  ~ The  importance  of  the 
cafe,  they  faid,  was  great : and  they  looked  as  big  as  if  a marfhal’s  batton  was 
in  hand.  They  tormented  me  with  an  hundred  qucPdons 3 and  then  pro- 
nounced that  I was  a fufpicious  looking  perfon.  They  could  not  conceive  why 
a Suffolk  farmer  could  travel  into  the  Vivarais.  Never  had  they  heard  of  any 
perfon  travelling  for  agriculture!  They  would  take  my  paffport  to  the  hotel  de 
ville — have  the  permanent  council  afiembled — and  place  a centinel  at  my  door. 
I told  them  they  might  do  what  they  pleafed,  provided  they  did  not  prohibit  my 
dinner,  as  I was  hungry;  they  then  departed.  In  about  half  an  hour  a gentle- 
man-like man,  a Croix  de  St,  Louis  came,  afked  me  fome  queflions  very  politely, 
and  feemed  not  to  conclude  that  Maria  Antonietta  and  Arthur  Young  were  at 
this  moment  many  very  dangerous  confpiracy.  He  retired,  faying,  he  hoped  I 
fhould  not  meet  with  any  difficulties.  In  another  half  hour  a foldier  came  to 
conduct  me  to  the  hotel  de  ville ; where  I found  the  council  afiembled;  a good 
many  queitions  were  afked;  and  fome  expreffions  of  fiirprife  that  an  Englifh 
farmer  fhould  travel  fo  far  for  agriculture* — they  had  never  heard  of  fuch  a thing; 

. — but  all  was  in  a polite  liberal  manner;  and  though  travelling  for  agriculture 
was  as  new  to  them,  as  if  it  had  been  like  the  antient  philofopher’s  tour  of  the 
world  on  a cow’s  back,  and  living  on  the  milk — yet  they  did  not  deem  any  thing 
in  my  recital  improbable,  figned  my  paffport  very  readily,  adored  me  of  every 
affifcance  and  civility  I might  want,  and  difmiffed  me  with  the  politenefs  of 
gentlemen.  I deferibed  my  treatment  at  Thuytz,  which  they  loudly  condemned. 
I took  this  opportunity  to  beg  to  know  where  that  Pradel  was  to  be  found  in 
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this  country,  of  which  Oliver  de  Serres  was  feigneur,  the  well  known  French 
writer  on  agriculture  in  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.  They  at  once  pointed  out  of 
the  window  of  the  room  we  were  in  to  the  houfe,  which  in  Villex  neuve  de 
Berg  belonged  to  him,  and  informed  me  that  Pradel  was  within  a league.  As 
this  was  an  objedt  I had  noted  before  I came  to  France,  the  information  gave  me 
no  flight  fatisfaction.  The  mayor,  in  the  courts  of  the  examination,  prefen  ted 
me  to  a gentleman  who  had  tranflated  Sterne  into  French,  but  who  did  not 
fpeak  Englifh : on  my  return  to  the  auberge  I found  that  this  was  Monf.  de 
Boiffiere,  • avocat  general  of  the  parliament  of  Grenoble.  I did  not  care  to  leave 
the  place  without  knowing  fomething  more  of  one  who  had  diflinguifhed  him- 
felf  by  his  attention  to  Englifh  literature;  and  I wrote  to  him  a note,  begging 
permiffion  to  have  the  pleafure  of  fome  converfation  with  a gentleman  who  had 
made  our  inimitable  author  fpeak  the  language  of  a people  he  loved  fo  well. 
Monf.  de  Boiffiere  came  to  me  immediately,  conducted  me  to  his  houfe,  intro- 
duced me  to  his  lady  and  fome  friends,  and  as  I was  much  intererced  concerning 
Oliver  de  Serres,  he  offered  to  take  a walk  with  me  to  Pradel.  It  may  eafily  be 
fbppofed  that  this  was  too  much  to  my  mind  to  be  refufed,  and  few  evenings  have 
been  more  agreeably  {pent.  I regarded  the  refidence  of  the  great  parent  of 
French  agriculture,  and  who  was  undoubtedly  one  of  the  firff  writers  on  the 
iubjedt  that  had  then  appeared  in  the  world,  with  that  fort  of  veneration,  which 
thole  only  can  feel  who  have  addicted  themfelves  itrongly  to  fome  predominant 
purfuit,  and  find  it  in  fuch  moments  indulged  in  its  molt  exquifite  feelings. 
Two  hundred  years  after  his  exertions,  let  me  do  honour  to  his  memory,  he  was 
an  excellent  farmer  and  a true  patriot,  and  would  not  have  been  fixed  on  by 
Henry  IV.  as  his  chief  agent  in  the  great  project  of  introducing  the  culture  of 
filk  in  France,  if  he  had  not  poffeffed  a conti derable  reputation ; a reputation  well 
earned,  flnce  pofterity  has  confirmed  it.  The  period  of  his  practice  is  too  re- 
mote to  gain  any  thing  more  than  a general  outline  of  what  may  now  be  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  his  farm.  The  bafis  of  it  is  limeftone ; there  is  a great  oak 
wood  near  the  chateau,  and  many  vines,  with  plenty  of  mulberries,  fome  appa- 
rently old  enough  to  have  been  planted  by  the  hand  of  the  venerable  genius  that 
has  rendered  the  ground  claffic.  The  eftate  of  Pradel,  which  is  about  5000  liv. 
(2 1 81.  15s.)  a year,  belongs  at  prefent  to  the  Marquis  of  Mirabel,  who  inherits 
it  in  right  of  his  wife,  as  the  defcendant  of  De  Serres.  I hope  it  is  exempted  for 
ever  from  all  taxes;  he  whole  writings  laid  the  foundation  for  the  improvement 
of  a kingdom,  fhould  leave  to  his  pofterity  fome  marks  of  his  countrymen’s  gra- 
titude. When  the  prefent  Bilhop  of  Sifieron  was  fhewn,  like  me,  the  farm  of  De 
Serres,  he  remarked,’  that  the  nation  ought  to  erect  a flatue  to  his  memory.  The 
fentiment  is  not  without  merit,  though  no  more  than  common  {huff-box  chat; 
but  if  this  bifhop  has  a well  cultivated  farm  in  his  hands  it  does  him  honour. 

Supped 
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Supped  with  Monf.  and  Madame  de  Boiffiere,  6tc.  and  had  the  plealure  of  an 
agreeable  and  interefting  converfation. 21  miles. 

The  2 1 ft.  Monf.  de  Boiffiere,  wiffiing  to  have  my  advice  in  the  improve- 
ment of  a farm,  which  he  has  taken  into  his  hands,  fix  or  feven  miles  from 
Berg,  in  my  road  to  Viviers,  accompanied  me  thither.  I advifed  him  to  form 
one  well  executed  and  well  improved  incloffire  every  year — to  finiffi  as  he  ad- 
vances, and  to  do  well  what  he  attempts  to  do  at  all ; and  I cautioned  him 
againft  the  common  abufe  of  that  excellent  hufbandry,  paring  and  burning. 
I ftifpedf,  however,  that  his  homme  d' affaire  will  be  too  potent  for  the  Engliffi 
traveller. — I hope  he  has  received  the  turnip-feed  I fent  him. — Dineat  Viviers, 
and  pafs  the  Rhone.  After  the  wretched  inns  of  the  Vivarais,  dirt,  filth, 
bugs,  and  ftarving,  to  arrive  at  the  hotel  de  Monfieur , at  Montilimart,  a great 
and  excellent  inn,  was  fomething  like  the  arrival  in  France  from  Spain:  the 
contraft  is  ftriking;  and  I feemed  to  hug  myfelf,  that  I was  again  in  a chril- 
tian  country  among  the  Milors  Ninchitreas,  and  my  Ladi  Bettis,  of  Monf. 
Chabot. — — 23  miles. 

The  22d.  Having  a letter  to  Monf.  Faujas  de  St.  Fond,  the  celebrated  na- 
turalift,  who  has  favoured  the  world  with  many  important  works  on  volcanoes, 
aeroftation,  and  various  other  branches  of  natural  hiftory,  I had  the  fatisfac- 
tion,  on  enquiring,  to  find  that  he  was  at  Montilimart;  and,  waiting  on  him, 
perceived  that  a man  of  diftinguifhed  merit  was  handfomely  lodged,  with  every 
thing  about  him  that  indicated  an  eafy  fortune.  He  received  me  with  the 
frank  politenefs  inherent  in  his  character;  introduced  me,  on  the  foot,  to  a 
Monf.  1’Abbe  Berenger,  who  refided  near  his  country -feat,  and  was,  he  faid, 
an  excellent  cultivator;  and  *like wife  to  another  gentleman,  whole  tafte  had 
taken  the  fame  good  direction.  In  the  evening  Monf.  Faujas  took  me  to  call 
on  a female  friend,  who  was  engaged  in  the  fame  enquiries,  Madame  Cheinet, 
whofe  hulband  is  a member  of  the  National  Alfembly ; if  he  have  the  good 
luck  to  find  at  Verfailles  fome  other  lady  as  agreeable  as  her  he  has  left  at  Mon- 
tilimart, his  million  will  not  be  a barren  one;  and  he  may  perhaps  be  better 
employed  than  in  voting  regenerations.  This  lady  accompanied  us  in  a walk 
for  viewing  the  environs  of  Montilimart;  and  it  gave  me  no  fmall  pleafure 
to  find,  that  the  was  an  excellent  farmerefs,  pradtifes  confiderably,  and  had  the 
goodnefs  to  anfwer  many  of  my  enquiries,  particularly  in  the  culture  df  iilk. 
I was  fo  charmed  with  the  naivete  of  character,  and  pleating  converfation  of  this 

very  agreeable  lady,  that  a longer  ftay  here  would  have  been  delicious  but 

the  plough  1 

The  23d.  By  appointment,  accompanied  Monf.  Faujas  to  his  country-feat 
and  farm  at  I’Criol,  fifteen  miles  north  of  Montilimart,  where  he  is  Building  a 
good  houfe.  I was  pleated  to  find  his  farm  amount  to  280  iepterts  of  land:  I 
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fhduld  have  liked  it  better,  had  it  not  been  in  the  hands  of  a metayer.  Monf. 
Faujas  pleafes  me  much;  the  livelinefs,  vivacity,  phlogijion  of  his  character,  do 
not  run  into  pertnefs,  foppery,  or  affectation ; he  adheres  fteadily  to  a fubjeCt ; 
and  (hews,  that  to  clear  up  any  dubious  point,  by  the  attrition  of  different  ideas 
in  converfation,  gives  him  pleafure ; not  through  a vain  fluency  of  colloquial 
powers,  but  for  better  underftanding  a fubjeCt.  Monf.  Abbe  Berenger,  and 
and  another  gentleman,  pafled  the  next  day  at  Monf.  Faujas’ : we  walked  to  the 
Abbe’s  farm.  He  is  of  the  good  order  of  beings,  and  pleafes  me  much ; cure  of 
the  parifh,  and  prefldent  of  the  permanent  council.  He  is  at  prefent  warm  on  a 
projeCt  of  re-uniting  the  proteftants  to  the  church  ; fpoke,  with  great  pleafure, 
of  having  perfuaded  them,  on  occaflon  of  the  general  thankigiving  for  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  liberty/,  to  return  thanks  to  God,  and  fing  the  Te  Deum  in  the 
catholic  church,  in  common  as  brethren,  which,  from  confidence  in  his  cha- 
racter, they  did.  He  is  firmly  perfuaded,  that,  by  both  parties  giving  way  a 
little,  and  foftening  or  retrenching  reciprocally  fomewhat  in  points  that  are  dif- 
agreeable,  they  may  be  brought  together.  The  idea  is  fo  liberal,  that  I queftion 
it  for  the  multitude,  who  are  never  governed  by  realbn,  but  by  trifles  and  ce- 
remonies,— and  who  are  ufually  attached  to  their  religion,  in  proportion  to  the 
abfurdities  it  abounds  with.  I have  not  the  leaf!:  doubt  but  the  mob  in  England 
would  be  much  more  fcandalized  at  parting  with  the  creed  of  St.  Athanafius, 
than  the  whole  bench  of  bifhops,  whole  illumination  would  perhaps  refieCt  cor- 
re&ly  that  of  the  throne.  Monf.  l’Abbe  Berenger  has  prepared  a memorial, 
which  is  ready  to  be  prefen  ted  to  the  National  Afiembly,  propofing  and  explain- 
ing this  ideal  union  of  the  two  religions  ; and  he  had  the  plan  of  adding  a clauie,. 
propofing  that  the  clergy  flioula  have  permifiion  to  marry.  He  was  convinced, 
that  it  would  be  for  the  intere.fi:  of  morals,  and  much  for  that  of  the  nation,  that 


the  clergy  fhould  not  be  an  infulated  body,  but  holding  by  the  lame  interefls. 
and  connections  as  other  people.  He  remarked,  that  the  life  of  a cure,  and  elpe- 
cially  in  the  country,  is  melancholy ; and,  knowing  my  pafiion,  obferved,  that  a 
man  could  never  be  fo  good  a farmer,  on  any  poiTefiion  he  might  have,  ex- 
cluded from  being  fucceeded  by  his  children.  He  fihewed  me  his  memoir,  and 
I was  pleafed  to  find  that  there  is  at  prefent  great  harmony  between  the  two 
religions,  which  mu  it  be  afcribed  certainly  to  inch  good  cures . The  number 
of  proteftants  is  very  confiderable  in  this  neighbourhood.  I ftrenuoufly  con- 
tended for  the  infertion  of  the  claufe  refpeCting  marriage  ; allured  him,  that  at 
fuch  a moment  as  this,  it  would  do  all  who  were  concerned  in  this  memorial 
the  greateft  credit ; and  that  they  ought  to  confider  it  as  a demand  of  the  rights 


©f  humanity,  violently, 
with-held.  Yefterday, 


injurioufiy,  and,  relative  to  the  nation,  impolitically 
in  going  with  Monf.  Faujas,  we  palled  a congregation 


of  proteftants,  afifembled,  Druid-like,  under  five  or  fix  fpreading  oaks,  to  otter 
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their  thankfgiving  to  the  great  Parent  of  their  happinefs  and  hope.' — In  fiich  & 
climate  as  this,  is  it  not  a worthier  temple,  built  by  the  great  hand  they  re- 
vere, than  one  of  brick  and  mortar  ? — This  was  one  of  the  richefl  days  I have 
enjoyed  in  France ; we  had  a long  and  truly  farming  dinner  j drank  a l’Anglois 
fuccefs  to  the  plough?  and  had  fo  much  agricultural  converfation,  that  I 
wifhed  for  my  farming  friends  in  Suffolk  to  partake  of  my  fatisfadlion.  If  Monk 
Faujas  de  St.  Fond  come  to  England,  as  he  gives  me  hopes,  I fhall  introduce  him 
to  them  with  pleafure.  In  the  evening  return  to  Montilimart. 30  miles. 

The  25th,  To  Chateau  Rochemaur,  acrofs  the  Rhone.  It  is  fituated  on  a 
bafaltic  rock,  nearly  perpendicular,  with  every  columnal  proof  of  its  volcanic 
origin.  See  Monf.  Faujas’  Recberches.  In  the  afternoon  to  Piere  Latt®, 
through  a country  fieri!,  uninterefling,  and  far  inferior  to  the  environs  of  Mon- 
tilimart.  ^-22  miles. 

The  26th.  To  Orange,  the  country  not  much  better ; a range  of  mountains 
to  the  left : fee  nothing  of  the  Rhone.  At  that  town  there  are  remains  of  a 
large  Roman  building,  feventy  or  eighty  feet  high,  called  a circus,  of  a trium- 
phal arch,  which,  though  a good  deal  decayed,  manifefls,  in  its  remains,  no 
ordinary  decoration,  and  a pavement  in  the  houfe  of  a poor  perfon,  which  is 
very  perfect  and  beautiful,  but  much  inferior  to  that  of  Nifmes.  The  vent  de 
bize  has  blown  frrongly  for  feveral  days,  with  a clear  iky,  tempering  the  heats, 
which  are  fometimes  fultry  and  opprefiive ; it  may,  for  what  I know,  be 
wholefome  to  French  conflitutions,  but  it  is  dreadful  to  mine ; I found  myfelf 
very  indifferent,  and,  as  if  I were  going  to  be  ill,  a new  and  unufiial  fenfation 
over  my  whole  body  : never  dreaming  of  the  wind,  I knew  not  what  to  attri- 
bute it  to,  but  my  complaint  coming  at  the  fame  time,  puts  it  out  of  doubt ; 

belides,  initindl  now,  much  more  than  reafon,  makes  me  guard  as  much  as  I 

* — - 

can  againfi  it.  At  four  or  five  in  the  morning  it  is  fo  cold  that  no  traveller 
ventures  out.  It  is  more  penetratingly  drying  than  I had  any  conception  of  ♦. 
other  winds  flop  the  cutaneous  perfpiration ; but  this  piercing  through  the  body 
feems,  by  its  fenfation,  to  dry  up  all  the  interior  humidity. — 20 
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To  Avignon. — Whether  it 


vv  «-*  * *■ 


becaufe  I had  read  much  of  this 


town- in  the  hifloiy  oi  the  middle  ages,  or  becaufe  it  had  been  the  refidence  of 
the  Popes,  oi  moie  piobaoly  fro*^  the  ftill  more  interefling  memoirs  which 
Petrarch  has  left  concexn^g  poems  that  will  laft  as  long  as  Italian  q\q- 

gance  and  numaiy  yeeiingS  fRyp  exifl,  I know  not — hut  I approached  the  place 
VJ'dZ  a lort  of  interefl,  attention,  and  expectancy,  that  few  towns  have  kindled. 


Laura’s  tomb  is  in  the  church  of  the  Cordeliers  ;;  it  is  nothing  but  a flone  in  the 


Qx  the  family  of  Sade,  How  incredible  is  the  power  of  great  talents,  when: 

employed 
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employed  in  delineating  paffions  common  to  the  human  race  ! How  many  mil- 
lions of  women,  fair  as  Laura,  have  been  beloved  as  tenderly — but,  wanting  a 
Petrarch  to  illuftrate  the  pafiion,  have  lived  and  died  in  oblivion  ! whild  his 
lines,  not  written  to  die,  conduct  thoufands  under  the  impulfe  of  feelings* 
which  genius  only  can  excite,  to  mingle  in  idea  their  melancholy  fighs  with 
thole  of  the  poet  who  confecrated  thefe  remains  to  immortality ! — There  is  a 
monument  of  the  brave  Crillon  in  the  fame  church  ; and  I faw  other  churches 
and  pictures— but  Petrarch  and  Laura  are  predominant  at  Avignon, — — 
19  miles. 

The  28th.  Wait  upon  Pere  Brouillony,  provincial  vifitor,  who,  with  great 
politenefs,  procured  me  the  information  I wifhed,  by  introducing  me  to  fome 
gentlemen  converfant  in  agriculture.  From  the  rock  of  the  legate’s  palace, 
there  is  one  of  the  fined:  views  of  the  windings  of  the  Rhone  that  is'  to  be  feen  : 
it  forms  two  confiderable  Hands,  which,  with  the  red  of  the  plain,  richly 
watered , cultivated,  and  covered  with  mulberries,  olives,  and  fruit-trees,  hath 
an  intereding  boundary  in  the  mountains  of  Provence,  Dauphine  and  Languedoc. 
■ — The  circular  road  fine.  I was  druck  with  the  refemblance  between  the  women 
here  and  in  England.  It  did  not  at  once  occur  in  what  it  confided ; but  it  is 
their  caps  j they  drefs  their  heads  quite  different  from  the  French  women.  A 
better  particularity,  is  there  being  no  wooden  fhoes  here,  nor,  as  I have  ieen,  in 
Provence  *.  I have  often  complained  of  the  dupid  ignorance  I met  with 
at  tables  d’hotes.  Here,  if  pofiible,  it  has  been  worfe  than  common.  The 
politenefs  of  the  French  is  proverbial,  but  it  never  could  arife  from  the  manners 
of  the  claffes  that  frequent  thefe  tables.  Not  one  time  in  forty  will  a foreigner, 
as  fuch,  receive  the  lead  mark  of  attention.  The  only  political  idea  here  is, 
that  if  the  English  fhould  attack  France,  they  have  a million  of  men  in  arms  to 
receive  them ; and  their  ignorance  feems  to  know  no  didindtion  between  men  in 
arms  in  their  towns  and  villages,  or  in  adtion  without  the  kingdom.  They  con- 
ceive, as  Sterne  obierves,  much  better  than  they  combine  : I put  fome  quedions 
to  them,  but  in  vain  : I afked,  if  the  union  of  a rudy  firelock  and  a bourgeois 
made  a foldier  ? — I afked  them  in  which  of  their  wars  they  had  wanted  men  ? 
I demanded,  whether  they  had  ever  felt  any  other  want  than  that  of  money  ? 
And  whether  the  converfion  of  a million  of  men  into  the  bearers  of  mufquets 
would  make  money  more  plentiful  ? I aiked  if  perfonal  fervice  were  not  a tax  ? 
And  whether  paying  the  tax  of  the  iervice  of  a million  of  men  increafed  their 

* We  were,  like  you,  flruck  with  the  refemblance  of  the  women  at  Avignon  to  thofe  of  England, 
but  not  for  the  reafon  you  give  ; it  appeared  to  us  to  originate  from  their  complexions  being  naturally 
fo  much  better  than  that  of  the  other  French  women,  more  than  their  head -drefs,  which  differs  as 
much  from  ours  as  it  does  from  the  French.  Kois  by  a female  friend. 
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faculties  of  paying  other  and  more  ufeful  taxes  ? I begged  them  to  inform  me, 
if  the  regeneration  of  the  kingdom,  which  had  put  arms  in  the  hands  of  a 
million  of  mob,  had  rendered  induflry  more  productive,  internal  peace  more  fe- 
cure,  confidence  more  enlarged,  or  credit  more  liable  ? And  laftly,  I allured  them, 
that  fhould  the  English  attack  them  at  prefent,  they  would  probably  make  the 
weakell  figure  they  had  done  from  the  foundation  of  their  monarchy : but, 
gentlemen,  the  Englilh,  in  fpite  of  the  example  you  fet  them  in  the  American 
wrar,  will  difdain  fuch  a conduCt ; they  regret  the  confiitution  you  are  forming, 
becaufe  they  think  it  a bad  one — but  whatever  you  may  eflablilh,  you  will  have 
no  interruption,  but  many  good  willies  from  your  neighbour.  It  was  all  in 
vain ; they  were  well  perfuaded  their  government  was  the  bell  in  the  world ; 
that  it  was  a monarchy,  and  no  republic,  for  which  I contended ; and  that  the 
Englilh  thought  fo  too,  becaufe  they  would  unqueilionably  abolilh  their  houfe 
of  lords,  in  the  enjoyment  of  which  accurate  idea  I left  them. — In  the  evening 
to  Lille,  a town  which  has  loll;  its  name  in  the  world,  in  the  more  fplendid 
fame  of  Vauclufe.  There  can  hardly  be  met  with  a richer,  or  better  culti- 
vated tract  of  lixteen  miles ; the  irrigation  is  fuperb.  Lille  is  molt  agreeably 
fituated.  On  ccming  to  the  verge  of  it  I found  fine  plantations  of  elms,  with 
delicious  Itreams,  bubbling  over  pebbles  on  either  fide ; well  dwelled  people  were 
enjoying  the  evening  at  a fpot,  which  I had  conceived  to  be  only  a mountainous 
village.  It  was  a fort  of  fairy  fcene  to  me.  Now,  thought  I,  how  deteflable 
to  leave  all  this  fine  wood  and  water,  and  enter  a nally,  beggarly,  walled,  hot, 
{linking  town,  one  of  the  contrails  moll  olfenfive  to  my  feelings  ? What  an 
agreeable  furprife,  to  find  the  inn  without  the  town,  in  the  midll  of  the  lcenery 
I had  admired!  and  more  fo,  as  it  was  cheap,  and  the  accommodations  good. 
I walked  on  the  banks  of  this  claflic  llream  for  an  hour,  with  the  moon  g-azins: 
on  the  waters,  that  will  run  for  ever  in  mellifiuous  poetry:  retired  to.fup  on 
the  moll  exquiiite  trout  and  craw  filh  in  the  world.  To-morrow  to  the  famed 
origin. 16  miles. 

The  29th.  I am  delighted  with  the  environs  of  Lille ; beautiful  roads,  well 
planted,  furround  and  pafs  off  in  different  directions,  as  if  from  a capital  town, 
umbrageous  enough  to  form  promenades  againil  a hot  fan,  and  the  river 
is  divided  into  fo  many  ftreams,  and  conducted  with  fo  much  attention,  that 
ft  has  .a  delicious  effedt,  efpecially  to  an  eye  that  recognifes  all  the  fertility  of 


irrigation.  To  the  fountain  of  Vauclule,  which  is  juftly  faid  to  be  as  celebrated 
almoll  as  that  of  Helicon.  Croffinga  plain,  which  is  not  fo  beautiful  as  one’s 
idea  of  Temoe ; the  mountain  prefents  an  almoll  perpendicular  rock,  at  the 


foot  of  which  is  an  immenfe  and  very  fine  cavern,  half  filled  with  a pool  of  Hag- 
nant,  but  clear  water;  this  is  the  famous  fountain ; at  other  feafons  it  fills  the 


whole  cavern,  and  boils  over  in  a vail  llream  among  rocks  j 
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by  vegetation.  At  prefent  the  water  gnihes  out  200  yards  lower  down,  from 
beneath  maftes  of  rock,  and  in  a very  fmall  distance  forms  a confiderable  river, 
which  almoft  immediately  receives  deviations  by  art  for  mills  and  irrigation. 
On  the  fummit  of  a rock  above  the  village,  but  much  below  the  mountain,  is  a 
ruin,  called,  by  the  poor  people  here,  the  chateau  of  Petrarch — who  tell  you  it 
was  inhabited  by  Monf.  Petrarch  and  Madame  Laura.  The  fcene  is  fubiime  ^ 
but  what  renders  it  truly  interefting  to  our  feelings,  is  the  celebrity  which  great 
talents  have  given  it.  The  power  of  rocks,  and  water,  and  mountains,  even  in 
their  boldeft  features,  to  arreft  attention,  and  fill  the  bofom  with  fenfations  that 
banifh  the  infipid  feelings  of  common  life — holds  not  of  inanimate  nature.  To 
give  energy  to  fuch  fenfations,  it  muft  receive  animation  from  the  creative  touch 
of  a vivid  fancy  : defcribed  by  the  poet,  or  connected  with  the  refidence,  ac- 
tions, purfuits,  or  paflions  of  great  gen iuftes  ; it  lives,  as  it  were,  perfonified 
by  talents,  and  commands  the  intereft  that  breathes  around  whatever  is  confe- 
crated  by  fame.  To  Orgon.  Quit  the  Pope’s  territory,  by  eroding  the  Du- 
rance ■ there  view  the  fkeleton  of  the  navigation  of  Boifgelin,  the  work  of  the 
Archbifhop  of  Aix,  a noble  project,  and,  where  finiaied,  perfectly  well  exe- 
cuted ; a hill  is  pierced  by  it  for  a quarter  of  a mile,  a work  that  rivals  the 
greateft  fimilar  exertions.  It  has,  however,  flood  ft  ill  many  years  for  want 
of  money.  The  vent  de  bize  gone,  and  the  heat  increafed,  the  wind  now 
S.  W.  my  health  better  to  a moment,  which  proves  how  pernicious  that  wind 
is,  even  in  Auguft. 20  miles. 

The  30th  I forgot  to  obferve  that,  for  a few  days  paft,  I have  been  peftered 
with  all  the  mob  of  the  country  {hooting : one  would  think  that  every  rufty 
gun  in  Provence  is  at  work,  killing  all  forts  of  birds  j the  {hot  has  fallen  five 
or  fix  times  in  my  chaife  and  about  my  ears.  The  National  Aftembly  have 
declared  that  every  man  has  a right  to  kill  game  on  his  own  land ; and  advancing 
this  maxim  fo  abllird  as  a declaration,  though  fo  wife  as  a law,  without  any 
ftatute  or  provifion  to  fecure  the  right  of  the  game  to  the  poilefibr  of  the  foil, 
according  to  the  tenor  of  the  vote,  have,  as  I am  every  where  informed,  filled  all 
the  fields  of  France  with  fportfmen  to  a great  detriment.  The  fame  effects  have 
flowed  from  declarations  of  right  relative  to  tvthes,  taxes,  feudal  rights,  &c. 
in  the  declarations,  conditions  and  compeniations  are  talked- of ; but  an  unruly, 
ungovernable  multitude  feize  the  benefit  of  the  abolition,  and  laugh  at  the 
obligations  or  recompenfe.  Gut  by  day  break  for  Salon,  in  order  to  view  the 
Crau,  one  of  the  moft  lingular  di drifts  in  France  for  its  foil,  or  rather  want  of 
foil,  being  apparently  a region  of  fea  hints,  yet  feeding  great  herds  ot  flieep  : 
View  the  improvement  of  Monfieur  Pafquali,  who  is  doin^  great  things,  but 
roughly : I wifhed  to  fee  and  converfe  with  him,  but  unfortunately  he  was 
sbfont  from  Salon.  At  night  to  St.  Canat.— - — 46  miles. 

The 
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The  31ft.  To  Aix . Many  houfes  without  glafs  windows.  The  women  with 
men’s  hats*  and  no  wooden  fhoes.  At  Aix  waited  on  Monf.  Gibelin,  celebrated 
for  his  tranflations  of  the  works  of  Dr.  Prieftley,  and  of  the  Philofophical 
Tramadtions.  He  received  me  with  that  ealy  and  agreeable  politenefs  natural 
to  his  charadter.  He  took  every  method  in  his  power  to  procure  me  the 
information  I wanted,  and  engaged  to  go  with  me  the  next  day  to  Tour 
D'Aigues  to  wait  on  the  baron  of  that  name,  prefident  of  the  parliament  of 
Aix,  to  whom  aifo  I had  letters ; and  whole  effays,  in  the  Trimejlres  of  the 


Paris  Society  of  Agriculture,  are  among  the  moil  valuable  on  rural  (economics 


in  that  work. 12  miles. 


September  xlt.  Tour  d’Aigues  is  twenty  miles  north  of  Aix,  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Durance,  which  we  crolfed  at  a ferry.  The  country  about  the  cha- 
teau is  bold  and  hilly,  and  fweils  in  four  or  five  miles  into  rocky  mountains. 
The  prefident  received  me  in  a very  friendly  manner,  with  a fimplicity  of  manners 
that  gives  a dignity  to  his  character,  void  of  affectation  ; he  is  very  fond  of  agri- 
culture and  planting.  The  afternoon  was  palled  in  viewing  his  home-farm,  and 
his  noble  woods,  which  are  uncommon  in  this  naked  province.  The  chateau  of 
Tour  d’Aigues,  before  much  of  it  was  accidentally  confumed  by  fire,  muft  have 
.been  one  of  the  molt  confiderahle  in  France ; but  at  prefent  a melancholy  fpec- 
tacle  is  left.  The  baron  is  an  enormous  fufferer  by  the  revolution  5 a great 
extent  of  country,  which  belonged  in  abfolute  right  to  his  anceftors,  was  for- 
merly granted  for  quit  rents,  cens,  and  other  feudal  payments,  fo  that  there  is  no 
comparifQn  between  the  lands  retained  and  thofe  thus  granted  by  his  family. 
The  lofs  of  the  droits  honorijiques  is  much  more  than  has  been  apparent,  as  it 
is  an  utter  lofs  of  all  influence ; it  was  natural  to  look  for  fome  plain  and 
iimple  mode  of  compenfation ; but  the  declaration  of  the  National  Affem- 
hly  allows  none ; and  it  is  feelingly  known  in  this  chateau,  that  the  folid 
payments  which  the  Affembly  have  declared  to  be  racket  able  are  every  hour 
falling  to  nothing,  without  a fhadow  of  recompenfe.  The  people  are  in 
arms,  and  at  this  moment  very  unquiet.  The  fituation  of  the  nobility  in  this 
country  is  pitiable  $ they  are  under  apprehensions  that  nothing  will  be  left  them, 
but  limply  fuch  houfes  as  the  mob  allows  to  hand  unburnt ; that  the  metayers 
will  retain  their  farms  without  paying  the  landlord  his  half  of  the  produce ; 
and  that,  in  cafe  of  fuch  a refufal,  there  is  actually  neither  law  nor  autho- 
rity in  the  country  to  prevent  it.  Here  is,  however,  in  this  houfe,  a large 
and  an  agreeable  fociety,  and  cheerful  to  a miracle,  considering  the  times,  and 
what  fuch  a great  baron  is  loiing,  who  has  inherited  from  his  anceftors  im- 
menfe  poftemcns,  now  frittering  to  nothing  by  the  revolution.  This  chateau, 
iplendid  even  in  ruins,  the  venerable  woods,  park,  and  all  the  enfigns  of  family 
and  command,  with  the  fortune,  and  even  the  lives  of  the  owners  at  the 
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mercy  of  an  armed  rabble.  What  a ipectacle  1 The  baron  has  a very  fine 
and  well  filled  library,  and  one  part  of  it  totally  with  books  and  tradls  on  agri- 
culture, in  all  the  languages  of  Europe.  His  collection  of  thefe  is  nearly  as 
numerous  as  my  own. 20  miles. 

The  2d.  Monf.  Le  Prefident  dedicated  this  day  for  an  excurilon  to  his 
mountain -farm,  five  miles  off,  where  he  has  a great  range,  and  one  of  the  fineft 
lakes  in  Provence,  two  thoufand  toifes  round,  and  forty  feet  deep.  Directly 
from  it  rifes  a fine  mountain,  coniifting  of  a mafs  of  fhell  agglutinated  into 
ftone;  it  is  a pity  this  hill  is  not  planted,  as  the  water  wants  the  immediate  ac~ 
companyment  of  v/ood.  Carp  rife  to  251b.  and  eels  to  I2lb.  (Note,  there  are 
carp  in  the  lake  Bourgeat,  in  Savoy,  of  6oib.)  A neighbouring  gentleman,  Monf. 
Jouvent,  well  acquainted  with  the  agriculture  of  this  country,  accompanied  us, 
and  fpent  the  reft  of  the  day  at  the  caftle.  I had  much  valuable  information 
from  the  Baron  de  Tour  d’Aigues,  this  gentleman,  and  from  Monf.  PAbbe 
de  — — ,,  I forget  his  name.  In  the  evening  I had  fome  converfation  on 
houfe-keeping  with  one  of  the  ladies,  and  found.,  among  other  articles,  that 
the  wages  of  a gardener  are  300  liv.  (13I.  2s.  6d.) ; a common  man-fervant, 
150  liv.  (7I.)  ; a bourgeois  cook,  75  to  90  liv.  (90  liv.  are  3I..  1 8s.  gd,);  ahoufe- 
maid,  60  to  70  liv.  (3I.  is.  3d.)  Rent  of  a good  houfe  for  a Bourgeois  700  or 
800  liv*  (35L) 10  miles. 

The  3d.  Took  my  leave  of  Monf.  Tour  d’Aigues’  hofpitable  chateau,  and 
returned  with  Monf.  Gibelin  to  Aix.— — -20  miles- 


The  4th.  The  country  to  Marfeilles  is  all  mountainous.  But  much  cul- 
tivated with  vines  and  olives ; it  is,  however,  naked  and.  uninterefting  ; and 
much  of  the  road  is  left  in  a fcandalous  condition,  for  one  of  the  greateft: 
in  France,  not  wide'  enough,  at  places,  for  two  carriages  to  pafs  with  con- 
venience* What  a deceiving  painter  is  the  imagination  b — — I had  read  E 
know  not  what  lying  exaggerations  of  the  baf tides  about  Marfeilles,  being 
counted  not  by  hundreds,  but  by  thoufands,  with*  anecdotes  of  Louis  XI V. 
adding  one  to  the  number  by  a citadel. — -I  have  feen  other  towns-  in  France, 
where  they  are  more  numerous  ; and  the  environs- of  Montpellier,,  without, 
external  commerce,  are.  as  highly  decorated  as  thole  of  Marfeilles ; yet  Mont- 
pellier is  not  lingular.  The  view  of  Marfeilles,  in  the  approach,  is  not  ftriking.. 
It  is  well  built  in  the  new  quarter,  but,  like  all  others,  in  tile  old,  clofe,  ill 
built,  and  dirty ; the  population,  if  we  may  judge  from-:  the  throng  in  the  ftreets, 
is  very  great;  I have  met  with  none  that  exceeds  it  in- this  refpedt.  I went  in 
the  evening  to  the  theatre,  which  is  new,  but  not  ftriking;  and  not  in  any 
r.efpedi  to  be  named  with  that  of  Bourdeaux,  or  even  Nantes  ; nor  is  the  ge- 
neral magnificence  of  the  town  at  all  equal  to  Bourdeaux;  the  new  buildings 
are  neither  fo  extenfive,  nor  fo  good — the  number  of  mips  in  the  port  not  to  be 

compared,. 
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compared,  and  the  port  itfelf  is  a horfe-pond,  compared  with  the  Garonne.*— . 
20  miles. 

The  5 th.  Marfeilles  is  abfolutely  exempt  from  the  reproaches  I have  fo 
often  caff  on  others  for  want  of  newfpapers.  I breakfafted  at  the  Cafe  d’ Acajou 
amidft  many.  Deliver  my  letters,  and  receive  information  concerning  com- 
merce j but  I am  difappointed  of  one  I expected  for  Monf.  l’Abbe  Raynal,  the 
celebrated  author.  At  the  table  d’hote,  the  Count  de  Mirabeau,  both  here 
and  at  Aix,  a topic  of  converfation ; I expe&ed  to  have  found  him  more  po- 
pular, from  the  extravagancies  committed  in  his  favour  in  Provence  and  at 
Marfeilles ; they  confider  him  merely  as  a politician  of  great  abilities,  whofe 
principles  are  favourable  to  theirs  : as  to  his  private  character,  they  think  they 
have  nothing  to  do  with  it ; and  affert,  that  they  had  much  rather  truft  to  a 
rogue  of  abilities,  than  put  any  confidence  in  an  honed;  man  of  no  talents  ; not, 
however,  meaning  to  alTert,  that  Monf.  de  Mirabeau  deferved  any  fuch  appel- 
lation. They  fay  he  has  an  eflate  in  Provence.  I obferved,  that  I was  glad  to 
hear  he  had  property ; for,  in  fuch  revolutions,  it  was  a neceffary  hold  on  a 
man,  that  he  will  not  drive  every  thing  to  confufion,  in  order  to  poffefs  a con- 
fequence  and  importance  which  cannot  attend  him  in  peaceable  and  quiet  times. 
But  to  be  at  Marfeilles  without  feeing  Abbe  Raynal,  one  of  the  undoubted 
precurfors  of  the  prefent  revolution  in  France,  would  be  mortifying.  Having 
no  time  to  wait  longer  for  letters,  I took  the  refolution  to  introduce  myfelf. 
He  was  at  the  houfe  of  his  friend  Monf.  Bertrand.  I told  the  Abbe  my  fituation : 
and  with  that  eafe  and  politenefs  which  flows  from  a man's  knowledge  of  the 
world,  he  replied,  that  he  was  always  happy  to  be  of  ufe  to  any  gentleman  of 
my  nation ; and,  turning  to  his  friend,  faid,  here  alfo  is  one.  Sir,  who  loves  the 
Englifh,  and  underftands  their  language.  In  converfing  on  agriculture,  which 
1 had  mentioned  as  the  object  of  my  journey,  they  both  exprefied  their  furprife 
I©  find,  by  accounts  apparently  authentic,  that  we  imported  great  quantities  of 
wheat,  inftead  of  exporting,  as  wTe  formerly  did  ^ and  defired  to  know,  if  this  were 
really  the  cafe,  to  what  it  was  to  be  aferibed : and  recurring,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
the  Mercure  de  France  for  a flatement  of  the  export  and  import  of  corn,  they  read 
it  as  a quotation  from  Mr.  Arthur  Young.  This  gave  me  the  opportunity  of 
faying,  that  I was  the  perfon,  and  it  proved  a lucky  introduction  ; for  it  wTas  not 
pofiible  to  be  received  with  more  politenefs,  or  with  more  offers  of  fervice  and 
affiflance.  I explained,  that  the  change  had  taken  place  in  confequence  of  a 
vafr  increafe  of  population,  a caufe  Rill  increafing  more  rapidly  than  ever. — • 
We  had  an  intereiting  converfation  on  the  agriculture  of  France,  and  on  the 
prefent  fituation  of  affairs,  which  they  both  think  going  on  badly ; are  con- 
vinced of  the  neceiiity  of  an  upper  houfe  in  the  legiflature,  and  dread  nothing 
more  than  a mere  democratical  government,  which  they  deem  a fpecies  ol 
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republic,  ridiculous  for  fuch  a kingdom  as  France.  I faid  that  I had 
often  reflected  with  amazement,  that  Monf.  Necker  did  not  aflemble  the 
Rates  in  fuch  a form,  and  under  fuch  regulations,  as  wmuld  have  naturally  led 
to  adopt  the  conAitution  of  England,  free  from  the  few  faults  which  time  has 
difcovered  in  it.  On  which  Monf.  Bertrand  gave  me  a pamphlet  he  had 
publiflied,  addrefled  to  his  friend  Abbe  Raynal,  propof  ng  feveral  circumAances 
in  the  Englifh  conRitution  to  be  adopted  in  that  of  France.  Monf.  l’Abbe 
Raynal  remarked,  that  the  American  revolution  had  brought  the  French  one 
in  its  train  : I obferved,  that  if  the  refult  in  France  fhould  be  liberty,  that  re- 
volution had  proved  a blefl^ng  to  the  world,  but  much  more  fo  to  England 
than  to  America.  This  they  both  thought  fuch  a paradox,  that  I explained 
it  by  remarking,  that  I believed  the  prolperity  which  England  had  enjoyed 
lince  the  peace,  not  only  much  exceeded  that  of  any  other  fmilar  period, 
but  alfo  that  of  any  other  country,  in  any  period  f nee  the  eRablifhment 
of  the  European  monarchies  : a fa<R  that  was  fupported  by  the  increafe  of 
population,  of  confumption,  of  induRry,  of  navigation,  flipping,  and  failors  : 
by  the  augmentation  and  improvement  of  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  com- 
merce ; and  in  a peculiar  mafs  and  aggregate,  flowing  from  the  wThoie,  the 
riling  eale  and  felicity  of  the  people.  I mentioned  the  authentic  docu- 
ments and  public  regiflers  which  fupported  fuch  a reprefentation ; and  I 
found,  that  Abbe  Raynal,  who  attended  clofely  to  what  I faid,  had  not  feen 
or  h^ard  of  thefe  circumflances,  in  which  he  is  not  lingular,  for  I have  not 
met  with  a Angle  perfon  in  France  acquainted  with  them  ; yet  they  unqueAion- 
ably  form  one  of  the  moR  remarkable  and  lingular  experiments  in  the  fcience 
of  politics  that  the  world  has  feen  ; for  a people  to  lofe  an  empire — thirteen 
provinces,  and  to  gain,  by  that  lofs , an  increafe  of  wealth,  felicity,  and  power  ! 
When  will  the  obvious  conclulions,  to  be  drawn  from  that  prodigious  event, 
be  adopted  ? that  all  tranfmarine,  or  diAant  dominions,  are  fources  of  weak- 
nefs  : and  that  to  renounce  them  would  be  wifdom.  Apply  this  in  France  to 
St.  Domingo,  in  Spain  to  Peru,  or  in  England  to  Bengal,  and  mark  the  ideas 
and  the  replies  that  are  excited.  I have  no  doubt,  however,  of  the  fact.  I 
complimented  him  on  his  generous  gift  to  the  fociety  of  agriculture  at  Paris  of 
1 200  liv.  for  a premium  ; he  faid  they  had  thanked  him,  not  in  the  ufual  form, 
by  the  fecretary  ligning  alone,  but  had  every  one  prefent  flgned  it.  He  faid, 
that  he  Ihould  do  the  fame  by  the  academies  of  fciences  and  belles  lettres  ; and 
he  has  given  the  lame  fum  to  the  academy  at  Marfeilles,  for  a premium  rela- 
tive to  their  commerce.  He  faid  alio,  that  he  had  formed  a plan  he  Ihould 
execute  when  he  has  laved  money  enough,  which  is  to  expend,  by  means  of  the 
fociety  of  agriculture,  1200  liv.  a year  in  purchaling  models  of  all  the  uleful 
implements  of  hulbandry  to  be  found  in  other  countries,  efpeciaily  in  England, 
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and  to  fpread  them  over  France.  The  idea  is  an  excellent  one,  and  merits 
great  praife  ; yet  it  is  to  be  quebioned,  whether  the  effedt  would  anfwer  the 
expence.  Give  the  tool  itfelf  to  a farmer,  and  he  will  not  know  how  to  ufe 
it,  or  will  be  too  much  prejudiced  to  like  it  ; a model  he  will  bill  lefs  take  the 
trouble  to  copy.  Gentlemen  farming  every  where  their  own  lands,  with  en- 
thufiafm  and  pafiion  for  the  art,  would  apply  and  ufe  thofe  models  ; but  I 
fear  that  none  fuch  are  to  be  found  in  France.  The  fpirit  and  purfuits  of 
gentlemen  muft  be  changed  from  their  prefent  frivolous  turns,  before  any  fuch 
thing  could  be  effected.  He  approved  of  my  recommending  turnips  and  po- 
tatoes ; but  faid,  that  good  forts  were  wanted ; and  mentioned  a trial  he  had 
made  himfelf,  a comparifon  of  the  Englifh  and  Provencal  potatoes  in  making 
bread,  and  the  Englifh  produced  one-third  more  flour  than  the  French. — - 
Among  other  caufes  of  bad  hufbandry  in  F ranee,  he  named  the  illegality  of 
ufury  ; at  prefent  moneyed  people  in  the  country  locked  it  up,  inflead  of  lend- 
ing it  for  improvement.  Thefe  fentiments  of  a jubly  celebrated  writer  do  him 
honour ; and  it  was  plealing  to  me  to  find*  that  he  gave  attention  to  objects 
which  have  aimed  monopolized  mine;  and  yet  more  fo  to  find*  that  though 
not  young,  he  is  in  good  fpirits ; and  likely  to  live  many  years  to  enlighten  the 
world  by  the  productions  of  a pen  that  has  never  been  employed  but  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  human  fpecies. 

The  8th.  To  Cuges.  For  three  or  four  miles  the  road  leads  through  rows 
of  bajtides  and  walls  ; it  is  made  of  powdered  white  done,  and,  without  excep- 
tion, the  mod  dufty  I ever  law  3 the  vines,  for  twenty  rods  on  each  fide,  were 
like  a drolled,  head : the  country  all  mountains  of  rock,  with  poor  pines. — Unin- 
tereding  and  ugly;  the  plains,  of  no  great  breadth,  are  covered  with  vines  and 
olives...  Meet  capers  firft  at  Cuges.  At.  Aubagne,  I dined,  on  fix  dilhes,  not: 
bad,,  a defiert,  and  a bottle  of  wine,  for  24yd  and  by  myfelf  too,  for  there  was 
no  table,  d’hote...  What  Month  Du  tens-  could  mean  by  calling  the.  pob-houfe  at 
Cuges . a good  aubergey  is  inexplicable;  it  is  a miferable  hole,  in  which  I have, 
one  of  the  bed  rooms,  without  glafs  to  the  windows.- 21  miles. 

The  9th ..  The  country  to  Toulon  is  more  interebing  ; the  mountains  are- 
bolder ; the  lea  adds  to  the  view;  and  there  is  one  palfage  among  the  rocks,  where 
are  fa blime  features..  Nine-tenths  are  wade  mountain,  and  a wretched  country 
of  pines,  box,,  and  miferable  aromatics,  in  fpite  of  the  climate.  Near  Toulon, 
dpeeially  at  Olioules,  there  are  pomegranates  in  the  hedges,  with  fruit  as  large 
as  nonpareils;  they  have  a few  orangesalfo.  The  bafon  of  Toulon  with  ranges  of 
three,  deckers,  and  other  large  men  of  war,  with  a quay  of  life  and'feufinefs,  are- 
fine.  The  town  has  nothing  that  deferves  defeription  ; the  great  and  only  thing 
that  is  worth  feeing,  the  dock-yard,  I could  not  fee,  yet  I had  letters ; but  the  re- 
gulation forbidding  it,  as  at  Bred,  all  applications  were  vain, 2 C miles. 

The 


H Y E R E S. 


*9S 

The  ioth.  Lady  Craven  has  fent  me  upon  a wild  chafe  to  Hyeres——  one 
would  think  this  country,  from  her’s  and  many  other  deferiptions,  was  all 
a garden ; but  it  has  been  praifed  much  beyond  its  merit.  The  vale  is 
every  where  richly  cultivated,  and  planted  with  olives  and  vines,  with  a mix- 
ture of  fome  mulberries,  tigs,  and  other  fruit  trees.  The  hills  are  either 
rocks,  or  fpread  with  a poor  vegetation  of  evergreens,  pines,  lentifeus, 

The  vale,  though  fcattered  with  white  bajiides  which  animate  the  feene, 
yet  betrays  that  poverty  in  the  robe  of  nature,  which  always  offends  the 
eye  where  olives  and  fruits  form  the  principal  cloathing.  Every  view  is 
meagre,  on  companion  with  the  rich  foliage  of  our  northern  forefts.  The 
only  Angular  features  are  the  orange  and  lemon  trees  ; they  here  thrive  in  the 
open  air,  are  of  a great  lize,  and  render  every  garden  interefting  to  thole  who 
travel  to  the  fouth ; but  laid  winter’s  frofl  has  thorn  them  of  their  glory. 
They  are  all  fo  nearly  deftroyed  as  to  be  cut  aim  oft  to  the  root,  or  to  the  trunk, 
but  are  in  general  (hooting  again.  I conjecture  that  thefe  trees,  even  when  in 
health  and  foliage,  however  they  may  be  Separately  taken,  add  but  little  to  the 
general  effect  of  a view.  They  are  all  in  gardens,  mixed  with  walls  and  houfes, 
and  confequently  lofe  much  beauty  as  the  part  of  a landfcape.  Lady  Craven’s 
Tour  fent  me  to  the  chapel  of  Notre  Dame  de  conjblation , and  to  the  hills  lead- 
ing to  Monf.  Glapiere  de  St.  Tropes;  and  I afked  for  father  Laurent,  who 
was,  however,  very  little  feniible  of  the  honour  ihe  had  done  him.  The  views 
from  the  hills  on  both  fides  of  the  town  are  moderate.  The  iflands  Portecroix, 
Pourcurolle,  and  Levant  (the  neareff  joined  to  the  continent  by  a caufeway 
and  faltmarih,  which  they  call  a pond),  the  hills,  mounts,  rocks,  all  are 
naked.  The  pines  that  fpread  on  fome  of  them  have  not  a much  better  effed: 
than  gorfe.  The  verdure  of  the  vale  is  hurt  by  the  hue  of  the  olives.  There 
is  a fine  outline  to  the  views ; but  for  a climate,  where  vegetation  is  the 
chief  glory,  it  is  poor  and  meagre ; and  does  not  refreih  the  imagination  with  the 
idea  of  a thick  (hade  again  it  the  rays  of  an  ardent  fun.  I can  hear  of  no  cotton 
in  Provence,  which  has  been  reported  in  feveral  books  ; but  the  date  and  pifta- 
chio  fucceed : the  myrtle  is  indigenous  every  where,  and  the  jafminum , com- 
mune, and fruticans.  In  l’Ifle  de  Levant  is  the  genijla  candefcens , and  the  teucrium 
herba  pc?ra.  ■ Returning  from  my  ride  to  the  hotel  de  Necker , the  landlord  wor- 
ried me  with  a lift  of  Englifh  that  pafs  the  winter  at  Hyeres  ; there  are  many, 
houfes  built  for  letting,  from  two  to  fix  louis  a month,  including  all  the  furni- 
ture, linen,  neceffary  plate,  &c.  Moft  of  thefe  houfes  command  the  profped: 
of  the  vale  and  the  fea  ; and  if  they  do  not  feel  the  vent  de  bize , I ihould  fuppofe 
it  muft  be  a fine  winter  climate.  In  December,  January,  and  February  perhaps 
it  may  not  incommode  them,  but  does  it  not  in  March  and  April  ? There  is  a 
table  d’hote,  very  well  ferved,  at  the  hotel  de  Necker  in  winter,  at  4 liv.  a- head 
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each  meal.  View  the  King’s  garden  here,  which  may  be  io  or  12  acres,  and 
nobly  productive  in  all  the  fruits  of  the  climate,  its  crop  of  oranges  only  lad:  year 
was  21,000  liv.  (9 1 81.  15s.)  Oranges  at  Hyeres  have  produced  as  far  as  two 
louis  each  tree.  Dine  with  Monf.  de  St.  Caefaire,  who  has  a pretty  new  built  houfe, 
a noble  garden  walled  in,  and  an  edate  around  it,  which  he  would  fell  or  let. 
He  was  fo  obliging  as  to  give  me,  with  DoCtor  Battaile,  much  ufeful  informa- 
tion concerning  the  agriculture  and  produce  of  this  country.  In  the  evening 
return  to  Toulon. 34  miles. 

The  1 ith.  The  arrangement  of  my  journey  in  Italy  occupied  fome  atten- 
tion. I had  been  often  informed,  and  by  men  that  have  travelled  much  in  Italy, 
that  I mud:  not  think  of  going  thither  with  my  one-horfe  chaife.  To  watch 
my  horfe  being  fed  would,  they  allured  me,  take  up  abundantly  too  much  time, 
and  if  it  were  omitted,  with  relpeCt  to  hay,  as  well  as  oats,  both  would  be  equally 
ftolen.  There  are  alfo  parts  of  Italy  where  travelling  alone,  as  I did,  would  be 
very  unfafe,  from  the  number  of  robbers  that  infed:  the  roads.  Perfuaded  by  the 
opinions  of  perfons,  who  I fuppofe  mud:  know  much  better  than  myfelf,  I had 
determined  to  fell  my  mare  and  chaife,  and  travel  in  Italy  by  the  'veturini , who 
are  to  be  had  it  feems  every  where,  and  at  a cheap  rate.  At  Aix  they  offered  me 
for  both  20  louis $ at  Marfeilles,  1 8 $ fo  the  further  I went  I expeCted  the  price 
would  link $ but  to  get  out  of  the  hands  of  the  aubergiftes,  and  the  gargons 
d'ecuries , who  exp e died  every  where  to  make  a property  of  me,  I had  it  drawn 
into  the  dreet  at  Toulon,  with  a large  label,  -written  d vendre ,-  and  the  price  25 
louis*.  they  had  cod:  me  at  Paris  32.  My  plan  fucceeded,  and  I fold  them  for 
22$  they  had  brought  me  above  twelve  hundred  miles,  but  yet  were  a cheap 
bargain  to  an  officer  who  wras  the  purchafer.  I had  next  to  conlider  the  method 
to  get  to  Nice$  and  will  it  be  believed,  that  from  Marfeilles  with  100,000  fouls, 
and  Toulon  with  30,000,  lying  in  the  great  road  to  Antibes,  Nice,  and  Italy, 
there  is  no  diligence  or  regular  voiture  ? A gentleman  at  the  table  d’hote 
allured  me,  they  alked  him  3 louis  for  a place  in  a voiture  to  Antibes,  and 
to  wait  till  fome  other  perfon  would  give  3 more  for  another  feat.  To  a perfon 
accudomed  to  the  infinity  of  machines  that  fly  about  England,  in  all  direc- 
tions, this  mud:  appear  hardly  credible.  Such  great  cities  in  France  have  not 
the  hundredth  part  of  connection  and  communication  with  each  other  that 
much  inferior  places  enjoy  with  us:  a fure  proof  of  their  deficiency  in  con- 
fumption,  activity,  and  animation.  A gentleman,  who  knew  every  part  of 
Provence  well,  and  had  been  from  Nice  to  Toulon,  by  lea,  adviled  me  to  take 
the  common  barque,  for  one  day,  from  Toulon,  that  I might  at  lead  pafs 
the  Hies  of  Hyeres  : I told  him  I had  been  at  Hyeres,  and  feen  the  coad.  I 
had  feen  nothing,  he  faid,  if  I had  not  feen  them,  and  the  coad  from  the 
fea,  which  was  the  fined  objeCt  in  all  Provence $ that  it  would  be  but  one 
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day  at  fea,  as  I might  land  at  Cavalero,  and  take  mules  for  Frejus  ; and  that  I 
fhould  lofe  nothing,  as  the  common  route  was  the  fame  as  what  I had  feen, 
mountains,  vines,  and  olives.  His  opinion  prevailed,  and  I fpoke  to  the  cap- 
tain of  the  barque  for  my  paffage  to  Cavalero. 

The  1 2th.  At  fix  in  the  morning,  on  board  the  barque.  Captain  Jaffoirs,  of 
Antibes;  the  weather  was  delicious ; and  the  paffage  out  of  the  harbour  of  Tou- 
lon, and  its  great  bafon,  beautiful  and  interefling.  Apparently  it  is  impofiible 
to  imagine  a harbour  more  completely  fecure  and  land-locked.  The  inner  one, 
contiguous  to  the  quay,  is  large,  and  feems  formed  by  art ; a range  of  mole, 
which  it  is  built  on,  feparating  it  from  the  great  bafon.  Only  one  fhip  can  enter 
at  a time,  but  it  could  contain  a fleet.  There  are  now  lying,  moored,  in  two 
ranges,  one  fhip,  the  Commerce,  of  Marfeilles,  of  1 30  guns,  the  finefl  fhip  in  the 
French  navy,  andfeventeen  others  of  90  guns  each,  with  feveral  fmaller : in  the 
great  bafon,  which  is  two  or  three  miles  acrofs,  you  feem  abfolutely  inclofed  by 
high  lands,  and  it  is  only  on  the  moment  of  quitting  it,  that  you  can  guefs 
where  the  outlet  is,  by  which  you  are  connected  with  the  fea.  The  town,  the 
fhipping,  the  high  mountain,  which  rifes  immediately  above  it,  the  hills,  co- 
vered with  plantations,  and  fpread  every  where  with  baftides , unite  to  form  a 
ftriking  coup  d'ceiL  But  as  to  the  Ifles  of  Hyeres  and  the  fine  views  of  the 
coaft,  which  I was  to  enjoy,  my  informant  could  have  no  eyes,  or  was  abfolutely 
without  tafte : they  are,  as  well  as  all  the  coafi,  miferably  barren  rocks  and  hills, 
with  pines  only  to  give  any  idea  of  vegetation.  If  it  were  not  for  a few  folitary 
houfes,  with  here  and  there  a fquare  patch  of  cultivation  to  change  the  colour 
of  the  mountains,  I fhould  have  imagined  that  this  coafi  muff  have  borne  a 
near  refemblance  to  thofe  of  New  Zealand,  or  New  Holland- — dark,  gloomy, 
and  filent; — a favage  fombre  air  fpread  over  the  whole.  The  pines,  and  ever- 
green fhrubs,  that  cover  the  greatefl  part,  cover  it  with  more  gloom  than  ver- 
dure. Landed  at  night  at  Cavalero,  which  I expected  to  have  found  a little 
town ; but  it  con  fills  of  three  houfes  only,  and  a more  wretched  place  not  to 
be  imagined.  They  fpread  a mattrefs  on  a flone  floor  for  me,  for  bed  they  had 
none ; after  flarving  all  day,  they  had  nothing  but  flale  eggs,  bad  bread,  and 
worfe  wine;  and  as  to  the  mules  which  were  to  take  me  to  Frejus,  there  was 
neither  horfe,  afs,  nor  mule  in  the  place,  and  but  four  oxen  for  ploughing  the 
ground.  I was  thus  in  a pretty  fituation,  and  mull  have  gone  on  by  fea  to 
Antibes,  for  which  alfo  the  wind  gave  tokens  of  being  contrary,  if  the  captain 
had  not  promifed  me  two  of  his  men  to  carry  my  baggage  to  a village  two 
leagues  off,  where  mules  were  certainly  to  be  had,  with  which  comfort  I betook 
myfelf  to  my  mattrefs. 24  miles. 

The  13th.  The  captain  fent  three  failors; — one  a Corfican,  another  a 
mongrel  Italian,  and  the  third  a Provencal : among  the  three,  there  was  not 
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French  enough  for  half  an  hour’s  converfation.  We  doffed  the  mountains* 
and  wandered  by  crooked  unknown  paths,  and  beds  of  torrents,  and  then  found 
the  village  cf  GaiTang  on  the  top  of  a mountain,  which,  however,  was  more 
than  a league  from  that  to  which  we  intended  to  go.  Here  the  Tailors  refreshed 
therafelv.es,  two  with  wine,  but  the  third  never  drank  any  thing  except  water, 
I alked  if  he  had  equal  ilrength  with  the  others  that  drank  wine  ? Yes,  they 
replied,  as  ffrong  for  his  fize  as  any  other  man : I rather  think,  that  I fhall  not 
ibon  find  an  Englifh  failor  who  will  make  the  experiment.  No  milk ; I break- 
failed  on  grapes,  rye  bread,  and  bad  wine.  Mules  were  reported  to  abound  at 
this  village,  or  rather  that  which  we  miffed ; but  the  mail er  of  the  only  two  we 
could  hear  of  being  abfent,  I had  no  other  refource,  than  agreeing  with  a man 
to  take  my  baggage  on  an  afs,  and  myfelf  to  walk  a league  further,  to  St.  Tropes, 
for  which  he  demanded  three  liv.  In  two  hours  reached  that  town,  which  is 
prettily  fituated,  and  tolerably  well  built,  on  the  banks  of  a noble  inlet  oi  the 
fea.  From  Cavalero  hither,  the  country  is  all  mountain,  eighteen -twentieths 
of  it  covered  with  pines,  or  a poor  wildernefs  of  evergreen  jfhrubs,  rocky  and  mi- 
ierable,  Crofs  the  inlet,  which  is  more  than  a league  wide ; the  ferrymen  had 
been  on  board  a king’s  £hip,  and  complained  heavily  of  their  treatment — but 
laid,  that  now  they  were  free  men,  they  fhould  be  well  treated;  and,  in  cafe  of 
a war,  they  fhould  pay  the  Englifh  by  a different  account — it  would  now  be  man 
to  man;  before  it  was  free  men  fighting  with  ilaves.  Land  at  St.  Maxime,  and 
there  hire  two  mules  and  a guide  to  Frejus.  The' country  the  lame  mountain- 
ous and  rocky  defer t of  pines  and  lentifcus;  but,  towards  Frejus,  feme  arbutus. 
Very  little  culture  before  the  plain  near  Frejus.  I palled  to-day  thrty  miles, 
of  which  five  are  not  cultivated.  The  whole  coaft  of  Provence  is  nearly  the 
fame  defert;  yet  the  climate  would  give,  on  all  thefe  mountains,  productions  va- 
luable for  feeding  fheep  and  cattle ; but  they  are  incumbered  with  fhrubs  abfo- 
iutely  worthlefs.  The  effedt  of  liberty  had  better  appear  in  their  cultivation, 
than  on  the  decks  of  a man  of  war.- — • 


:o  miles. 


The  14th.  Staid  at  Frejus  to  reft  myfelf;— to  examine  the  neighbourhood, 
which,  however,  contains  nothing — -and  to  arrange  my  journey  to  Nice.  At 
Frejus  are  remains  of  an  amphitheatre  and  aquedudt.  On  enquiring  for  a voi- 
ture  to  go  poft,  I found  there  was  no  fuch  thing  to  be  had ; fo  I had  no  refource 
but  mules.  I employed  the  gar  con  d'ecurie  (for  a poftmafter  thinks  himfelf  of 
too  much  eonfequence  to  take  the  leaft  trouble),  and  he  reported,  that  I fliould 
be  well  ferved  for  1 2 liv.  to  Eftrelles : this  price,  for  ten  miles,  on  a miferablemuie, 
was  a very  entertaining  idea ; I bid  him  half  the  money;  he  allured  me  he  had 
named  the  loweft  price,  and  left  me,  certainly  thinking  me  fafe  in  his  clutches. 
I took  a walk  round  the  town  to  gather  fome  plants  that  were  in  bloffom,  and, 
jneeting  a woman  wfith  an  afs -load  of  grapes,  I aiked  her  employment;  and 
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found,  by  help  of  an  interpreter,  that  fhe  carried  grapes  from  vineyards  for  hire. 

1 propofed  loading  her  afs  to  Eftrelles  with  my  baggage — and  demanded  her 
price. — 40  fols.  I will  give  it..  Break  of  day  appointed ; and  I returned  to  the 
inn,  at  lead;  an  ceconomift,  faving  10  liv.  by  my  walk. 

The  1 5th.  Myfelf,  my  female,  and  her  afs  jogged  merrily  over  the  moun- 
tains; the  only  misfortune  was,  we  did  not  know  one  word  of  each  other’s  lan- 
guage; I could  juft  difcover  that  fhe  had  a huiband  and  three  children.  I tried 
to  know  if  he  were  a good  huiband,  and  if  ihe  loved  him  very  much ; but  our 

language  failed  in  fuch  explanations; it  was  no  matter;  her  afs  was  to  do 

my  buiinefs,  and  not  her  tongue.  At  Eftrelles  I took  poft-horfes ; it  is  a fingle 
houfe,  and  no  women  with  alies  to  be  had,  or  I fhould  have  preferred  them.  It 
is  not  eafy  for  me  to  defcrihe,  how  agreeable  a walk  of  ten  or  fifteen  miles  is  to 
a man  who  walks  well,  after  fitting  a thoufand  in  a carriage.  To-day’s  jour- 
ney all  through  the  fame  bad  country,  mountain  beyond  mountain,  incumbered 
with  worthiefs  evergreens,  and  not  one  mile  in  twenty  cultivated..  The  only 
relief  is  the  gardens  at  Grade,  where  fingular  exertions  are  made.  Rofes  are  a 
great  article  for  the  famous  otter , all  of  which  is  commonly  fuppofed  to  come 
from  Bengal.  They  fay,  that  1500  flowers  go  to  a fingle  drop;  twenty  flowers 
fell  for  1 foly  and  an  ounce  of  the  otter  400  iiv.  (17I.  10s.).  Tuberofes,  &c. 
are  alio  cultivated  for  perfumes  in  immenfe  quantities,  for  Paris  and  London. 
Rofemary,  lavender,  bergamot,  and  oranges,  are  here  capital  articles  of  culture. 
Half  Europe  is  fupplied  with  efiences  from  hence.  Cannes  is  prettily  fituated, 
clofe  on  the  fhore  with  the  files  of  St.  Marguerite,  where  is  a deteftable  flats 
prifon,  about  two  miles  off,  and  a diftant  boundary  of  the  Eftrelles  mountains, 
with  a bold  broken  outline.  Thefe  mountains  are  barren  to  excefs.  At. all  the 
villages,  fince  Toulon,  at  Frejus,  Eftrelles,  &c.  I afked  for  milk,  but  no  finch 
thing  to  be  had,  not  even  of  goats  or  cheep : the  cows  are  all  in  the  higher 
mountains  ; and  as  to  butter,  the  landlord  at  Eftrelles  told  me,  it  was.  a con- 
traband commodity  that  came  from  Nice.  Good  heaven  !- — whet  an  idea  nor- 
thern people  have,  like  myfelf,  before  I knew  better,  of  a fine  fun  and. a delicious- 
climate,  as  it  is  called,  that  gives  myrtles,  oranges,  lemons,  pomegranates,  jaf- 
mins,  and  aloes,  in  the  hedges;  yet  are  finch  countries,  if  irrigation* be  wanted,, 
the  verieft  defer ts  in  the  world!  On  the  moft  miferable  tracts  of  our  heaths  and 
moors,  you  will  find  butter,  milk,  and  cream;  give  me  that  which  will  feed  a. 
cow,  and  let  oranges  remain  m Provence.  The  fault,  however,  is  in  the  people 
more  than  the  climate;  and  as  the  people  have  never  any  faults  (till  tcoey  become 
ties  mafiers)  all  is  the  effect  of  government.  The  arbutus,  lauruftinus, : ciftus, 
and  Spaniih  broom,  are  round  scattered  about  tne  waftes.  Nobody  in  the  inn 
but  a merchant  of  Bourdeaux  returning  home  from  Italy;  we  flipped  together 
and.  had  a good  deal  of  coaverfation,  not. unin terefting;  he  was  melancholy 
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think,  he  faid,  what  a fad  reputation  the  French  revolution  has  wherever  he  has 
been  in  Italy.  Unhappy  France ! was  his  frequent  ejaculation.  He  made 
many  enquiries  of  me,  and  faid,  his  letters  confirmed  my  accounts;  the  Italians 
feemed  all  convinced  that  the  rivalry  of  France  and  England  was  at  an  end,  and 
and  that  the  Englifh  would  now  have  it  in  their  power  amply  to  revenge  the 
American  war,  by  feizing  St.  Domingo,  and  indeed  all  the  pofiefiions  the 
French  have  out  of  France  itfelf.  I faid  the  idea  was  a pernicious  one,  and  fo 
contrary  to  the  perfonal  interefls  of  the  men  who  governed  England,  that  it 
was  not  to  be  thought  of.  He  replied,  that  if  we  did  not  do  it,  we  fhould  be 
marvelloully  forbearing,  and  let  an  example  of  political  purity  fufficient  to  eter- 
nize that  part  of  our  national  character,  in  which  the  world  thought  us  molt  de- 
ficient, moderation.  He  complained  bitterly  of  the  conduct  of  certain  leaders 
of  the  National  Aflembly,  who  feemed  to  be  determined  on  a bankruptcy,  and 
perhaps  a civil  war. 22  miles. 

The  1 6th.  At  Cannes,  I was  quite  without  a choice;  no  pofl-houfe,  car- 
riage, nor  horfes,  nor  mules  to  let ; I was  therefore  forced  again  to  take  refuge 
in  a woman  and  her  afs.  At  five  in  the  morning  I walked  to  Antibes.  This 
line  of  nine  miles  is  chiefly  cultivated,  but  the  mountains  rife  fo  immediately, 
that,  in  a general  idea,  all  is  wafte.  Antibes,  being  a frontier  town,  is  regularly 
fortified;  the  mole  is  pretty,  and  the  view  from  it  pleafing.  Take  a poll-chaife 
to  Nice;  crofs  the  Var,  and  bid  adieu  for  the  prefent  to  France.  The  approach 
to  Nice  is  pleafing.  The  firfl  approach  to  that  country  fo  long  and  jufily  cele- 
brated, that  has  produced  thofe  who  have  conquered,  and  thofe  who  have  deco- 
rated the  world,  fills  the  bofom  with  too  many  throbbing  feelings  to  permit  a 
bufh,  a flone,  a clod  to  be  unin tere fling.  Our  percipient  faculties  are  expanded; 
we  wiih  to  enjoy;  and  then  all  is  attention,  and  willingnefs  to  be  pleafed.  The 
approach  marks  a flourifhing  town;  new  buildings,  the  never-failing  proof  of 
prosperity,  are  numerous.  Pafs  many  gardens  full  of  oranges.  Arrive  in  time 
for  dinner  at  the  table  d’hote,  hotel  de  quatre  nations , and  agree  with  the  mailer 
of  it  for  my  apartment,  wThich  is  exceedingly  good,  and  dinner  and  fupper  at  five 
Piedmontefe  livres  a-day,  that  is  five  fhillings.  Here  I am,  then,  in  the  midfl 
of  another  people,  language,  fovereignty,  and  country — one  of  the  moments  of 
a man’s  life  that  will  always  be  interefling,  becaufe  all  the  fprings  of  curiofity 
and  attention  are  on  the  flretch.  Several  Frenchmen,  but  more  Italians,  at  the 
table  d’hote;  and  the  French  revolution  only  talked  of.  The  Frenchmen  all  in 
favour  of  it,  and  the  Italians  all  againfl  it,  and  abfolute  vidtors  in  the  argu- 
ment.  25  miles. 

The  17th,  I have  no  letters  for  Nice;  and  therefore,  knowing  nothing  of 
the  infides  of  the  houfes,  I mufl  be  content  with  what  meets  the  eye.  The  new 
part  of  the  town  is  very  well  built;  the  flreets  flrait  and  broad.  The  fea-view 
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is  fine,  and,  for  enjoying  it  in  greater  perfection,  they  have  an  admirable  contri- 
vance^ which  I have  feen  no  where  elfe.  A row  of  low  houles  forming  one  fide 
of  a ftreet,  a quarter  of  a mile  long,  has  flat  roofs,  which  are  covered  with  a 
fiucco  floor,  forming  a noble  terrace,  open  immediately  to  the  fea,  raifed  above 
the  dirt  and  annoyance  of  a ftreet,  and  equally  free  from  the  fand  and  fhingle 
of  a beach.  At  one  end  fome  finely  fituated  lodging-houfes.  The  walk  this 
terrace  affords  is,  in  fine  weather,  delicious.  The  fquare  is  handfome,  and  the 
works  which  form  the  port  are  well  built,  but  it  is  fmall  and  difficult  to  enter, 
except  in  favourable  weather;  admits  fhips  of  near  three  hundred  tons;  yet, 
though  free,  has  but  an  inconfiderable  trade. — The  number  of  new  Erects  and 
houfes  building  at  prefent  is  an  unequivocal  proof  that  the  place  is  flourifhing, 
chiefly  on  the  account  of  the  refort  of  foreigners,  principally  Englifh,  who  pais 
the  winter  here,  for  the  benefit  and  pleafure  of  the  climate.  They  are  difmally 
alarmed  at  prefent,  with  the  news  that  the  disturbances  in  France  will  prevent 
many  of  the  Englifh  from  coming  this  winter;  but  they  have  fome  confolation 
in  expecting  a great  refort  of  French.  Laft  winter,  there  were  fifty- feven  Eng- 
lifh, and  nine  French ; this  winter,  they  think  it  will  be  nine  Englifh,  and  fifty- 
feven  French.  At  the  table  d’hote  informed,  that  I muff  have  a paffport  for 
travelling  in  Italy;  and  that  the  Englifh  conful  is  the  proper  perfon  to  apply  to. 

I went  to  Mr.  Conful  Green,  who  informed  me  that  it  was  a mifiake,  there 
was  no  want  of  any  paffport ; but  if  I wifhed  to  have  one,  he  would  very  readily 
give  it.  My  name  occurring  to  him,  he  took  the  opportunity  to  be  very  polite 
to  me,  and  offered  any  thing  in  his  power  to  afiifl;  me.  On  my  telling  him  the 
objeft  of  my  travels,  he  remarked,  that  the  gardens  here,  and  mixture  of  half 
garden  and  half  farm,  were  rather  Angular,  and  if  I called  on  him  in  the  even- 
ing, he  would  walk  and  fhew  me  fome.  I accepted  his  obliging  invitation,  and 
when  I went  again,  met  a Colonel  Rofs,  a gentleman  from  Scotland,  fecond  in 
command  In  the  King  of  Sardinia’s  marine,  and  at  prefent  in  chief:  having  been 
much  in  Sardinia,  I made  fome  enquiries  of  him  concerning  that  ifland,  and  * 
the  circumfhmces  he  inflanced  were  curious.  The  intemper ia  is  fo  prevalent 
in  fummer,  from  the  quantity  of  evaporating  water  leaving  mud  expofed  to 
the  fun,  as  to  be  death  to  a ftranger : but  in  winter  it  is  a good  climate.  The 
foil  wonderfully  rich  and  fertile,  but  vafl:  plains  that  would  produce  any  thing 
are  uncultivated.  He  has  pair  one  line  of  fifty  miles  by  thirty,  all  plain  and 
the  land  good,  yet  without  one  houfe,  and  moflly  a negledted  defert.  The 
people  are  wnetched,  and  deplorably  ignorant : there  are  diifridts,  he  has  been 
informed,  where  there  are  olives,  and  the  fruit  left  rotting  under  the  trees,  for 
want  of  knowing  how  to  make  oil.  In  general,  there  are  no  roads,  and  no  inns. 
When  a traveller,  or  other  perfon,  goes  into  the  ifland,  he  is  recommended 
from  convent  to  convent,  or  cure  to  cure , fome  of  whom  are  at  their  eafe;  you 
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are  fure  to  be  well  entertained,  and  at  no  other  expence  than  a trifle  to  the  fer- 
vants.  The  plenty  of  game  and  wild-fowl  great.  The  horfes  are  fmali,  but 
excellent ; all  ftallions.  One  has  been  known  to  be  rode  four-and-twenty  hours 
without  drawing  bit.  I demanded  to  what  could  be  attributed  fuch  a negledled 
flate  of  the  ifland?  To  government,  I fuppofe?  By  no  means;  government  has 
manifefled  every  dilpofition  to  fet  things  on  a better  footing.  It  certainly  arifes 
from  the  feudal  rights  of  the  nobility,  keeping  the  people  in  a date  of  compa- 
rative flavery.  They  are  too  wretched  to  have  the  inducement  to  induftry. 
Such  is  the  cafe  at  prefent  in  many  other  countries  befides  Sardinia.  When  X 
fee  and  hear  of  the  abominable  depredations  and  enormities  committed  by  the 
French  peafants,  I detefl  the  democratical  principles ; when  I fee  or  hear  of  fuch 
wades  as  are  fouM  in  Sardinia,  I abhor  the  aridocratical  ones.  Accompany 
Mr.  Green  to  view  fome  gardens,  which  have  a luxuriance  of  vegetation,  by 
means  of  watering,  that  makes  them  obj efts  worth  attention ; but  the  great 
product,  and  a mod:  valuable  one  it  is,  are  oranges  and  lemons ; chiefly  the  for- 
mer, and  a few  bergamots  for  curiofity.  We  examined  the  garden  of  a noble- 
man, fomething  under  two  acres  of  land,  that  produces  30  louis  d’or  a-year  in 
oranges  only,  befides  all  the  crops  of  common  vegetables.  The  great  value  of 
thefe  products,  fuch  is  the  perverfity  of  human  life,  is  the  exadl  reafon  why  fuch 
gardens  would  be  detedable  to  me,  if  under  the  (Economical  management  of  the: 
gentry  of  Nice.  An  acre  of  garden  forms  an  objedt  of  fome  confequence  in  the- 
income  of  a nobleman  who,  in  point  of  fortune,  is  reckoned  in  good  circum- 
fiances,  if  he  has  150I.  to  200I.  a year.  Thus  the  garden,  which  with  us  is. 
an  objedt  of  pleafure,  is  here  one  of  (Economy  and  income,  circumflances  that 
are  incompatible.  It  is  like  a well  furnifhed  room  in.  a man’s  houfe,  which  he 
lets  to  a lodger. — They  fell  their  oranges  fo  drictly,  that  they  cannot  gather  one 
to  eat.-  A certain  momentary  and  carelefs  confumption  is  a part  of  the  con- 
venience and  agreeablenefs  of  a garden;  a fyflem,  which  thus  conftrains  the 
confumption,  deftroys  all  the  pleafure.  Oranges  may  certainly  be  fold' 
with  as  much  propriety  as  corn  or  timber,  but  then  let  them  grow  at  a dif- 
tance  from  the  houfe;  that  open  apartment  of  a refidence,  which  we  call  ai 
garden*  fhouid  be  free  from  the  fhackle  of  a contract,  and  the  fcene  of  pleafure, 
not  profit. 

a 

The  1 8th.  Walked  to  Ville  Tranche,  another  little Tea-port  of  the  King  of 
Sardinia’s,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  mountain,  to  the  ead  of  Nice.  Call  on  Mr.- 
Green,  the  conful,  who  has  given  me  letters  to  Genoa,  Alexandria,  and  Padouaa 
he  has  behaved  with  fo  friendly  an  attention,  that  I cannot  omit  acknowledging 
warmly  his  civilities.  Learn  this  morn  in  2*  from  him  that  Lord  Br-idol  is  fome- 
where  in  Italy,  and  that  Lady  Erne  isr  probably  at  Turin ; my  Ears  will  not  be 
propitious  if  I do  not  fee  them  both. 
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The  19th.  I have  now  waited  two  days  merely  for  the  means  of  getting  away  • 
i can  go  either  by  a felucca  to  Genoa,  or  with  a vetturino  to  T urin ; and  there  is 
fo  much  for  and  againfl  both  fchemes,  that  priority  of  departure  is  as  good  a mo- 
tive for  a preference  as  any  other.  If  I go  by  Genoa  to  Milan,  I fee  Genoa  and  a 
part  of  its  territory,  which  is  much,  hut  I lofe  fixty  miles  of  fuperb  irrigation,  from 
Coni  to  Turin,  and  I lofe  the  line  of  country  between  Turin  and  Milan,  which  I 
am  told  is  better  than  that  between  Genoa  and  Milan ; as  to  T urin  itfelf,  I fhould  fee 
it  in  my  return.  But  here  is  Luigi  Tonini,  a vetturino , from  Coni,  who  fets  out 
on  Monday  morning  for  Turin,  which  decides  me;  fo  with  Mr.  Green’s  kind 
alii  fiance  I have  bargained  with  him  to  take  me  thither  for  feven  French  crowns. 
He  has  got  two  officers  in  the  Sardinian  fervice,  and  is  not  to  wait  longer  for 
filling  the  third  place.  We  have  every  day,  at  the  table  d’hote,  a Florentine 
Abbe,  who  has  been  a wonderful  traveller — no  man  names  a country  which  he 
has  not  traverfed  ; and  he  is  lingular  in  never  having  made  a note,  making  rather 
a boafl  that  his  memory  retains  every  particular  he  would  with  to  know,  even  to 
numbers  correctly.  The  height  and  meafures  of  the  pyramids  of  Egypt,  of  St. 
Peters  church  at  Rome,  and  St.  Paul’s  at  London,  &c.  with  the  exadt  length 
and  breadth  of  every  fine  flreet  in  Europe,  he  has  at  his  tongue’s  end.  He  is  a 
great  critic  in  the  beauty  of  cities ; and  he  clafles  the  /four  hneft  in  the  world  thus, 
1.  Rome. — 2.  Naples.— 3.  Venice. — 4.  London. . Being  a little  inclined  to  the 
marvellous,  in  the  idea  of  an  old  Piedmontefe  colonel,  a knight  of  St.  Maurice, 
a plain  and  unaffedted  character,  and  apparently  a very  worthy  man;  is  peeked 
at  the  authority  of  Signore  Abbate,  to  the  amufement  of  the  company. 

The  20th,  Sunday.  Mr.  Conful  Green  continues  his  friendly  attentions  to 
the  laftj  I dined,  by  invitation,  with  him  to-day ; and,  for  the  honour  of  Pied- 
montefe  grazing,  ate  as  fine,  fweet,  and  fat  a piece  of  roait  beef  as  I would  ever 
wifh  to  do  in  England,  and  fuch  as  vrould  not  be  feen  at  the  table  d’hote  at  the 
quatre  nations  in  feven  years — if  in  feven  ages.  An  English  mailer  and  miflrefs 
of  the  table,  with  roafi:  beef,  plumb  pudding,  and  porter,  made  me  drop  for  a 
moment  the  idea  of  the  formidable  diifance  that  feparated  me  from  England. 
Unknown  and  unrecommended  at  Nice,  I expedted  nothing  but  what  could  be 
ihot  flying  in  any  town ; but  I found  in  Mr.  Green  both  hofpitality,  and  fome- 
thing  too  friendly  to  call  politenefs.  In  the  evening  we  had  another  walk 
among  gardens,  and  converted  with  fome  of  the  proprietors  on  prices,  produdts, 
&c.  The  defcription  Mr.  Green  gives  me  of  the  climate  of  Nice  in  the  win- 
ter is  the  mofl  inviting  that  can  be  imagined;  a clear  blue  expanfe  is  conflantly 
over  head,  and  a fun  warm  enough  to  be  exhilarating,  but  not  hot  enough  to  be 
difagreeable.  But , Sir , the  vent  de  hize ! We  are  fheltered  from  it  by  the 
mountains  ; and  as  a proof  that  this  climate  is  by  far  more  mild  than  where  you 
have  felt  that  wind,  the  oranges  and  lemons  which  we  have  in  fuch  profufion 
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will  not  thrive  either  in  Genoa  or  Provence,  except  in  a very  few  fpots,  Angularly 
fheltered  like  this.  He  remarked,  that  Dr.  Smollet,  in  his  defcription,  has  done 
great  injuftice  to  the  climate,  and  even  againft  the  feelings  of  his  own  crazy  confti- 
tution  ; for  he  never  was  fo  well  after  he  left  Nice  as  he  had  been  at  it,  and  made 
much  interefl  with  Lord  Shelburne  to  be  appointed  conful,  who  told  him,  and 
not  without  fome  foundation,  that  he  would  on  no  account  be  fuch  an  enemy  to  a 
man  of  genius; — that  he  had  libelled  the  climate  of  Nice  fo  feverely,  that  if  he 
were  to  go  again  thither  the  Niffards  would  certainly  knock  him  on  the  head. 
Mr.  Green  has  feen  hay  made,  and  well  made,  at  Chriftmas. 

The  21ft.  Commenced  my  hr  ft  Italian  journey ; of  my  two  military  compa- 
nions, one  was  as  ftupid  as  a brick-bat,  and  the  other  too  lively  for  me:— there 
are  few  things  more  repugnant  to  my  nerves  than  the  vivacity  of  inanity;  I am 
not  young  enough  for  it.  Here  was  alfo  a friar,  who  made  no  compenfation 
for  the  deficiencies  of  his  countrymen: — low,  vulgar,  and  ignorant;  could  fpeak 
no  French,  and  but  little  Italian:  I looked  in  vain  for  fo  many  of  his  Pied- 
montefe  words  in  my  dictionary,  that  I was  foon  tired  of  following  him.  We 
dined  at  Scareno,  and  flept  at  Sofpello,  at  both  which  places  we  joined  the 
company  of  another  njetturino , conhfting  of  the  Piedmontefe  colonel  I had  met 
at  the  table  d’hote,  his  brother  an  abbe,  and  another  abbe  a friend,  all  well 
bred  polite  men,  who  were  very  attentive  to  me  as  a foreigner,  and  had  great 
reaainefs  to  anfwer  all  my  enquiries  : I reaped  a good  deal  of  information  from 
their  converfation.  The  three  drib  days  of  this  journey  are  employed  in  croff~ 
ing  three  mountains  ; to-day  we  paffed  the  Col  de  Prufs.  The  features  in  the 
heights  are  interefting,  wild,  and  great,  The  defcent  to  Sofpello  is  picturefque. 
— 26  miles. 

The  2 2d.  My  friend,  the  old  Piedmontefe  colonel,  commends  the  Englifh 
character  greatly,  .when  it  is  truly  Englifh;  that  is,  as  I guefied  by  his  ex- 
planations, when  it  is  not  a hurrying,  buttling,  expenfive  young  man  of 
great  fortune,  againft  whom  he  threw  out  fome  fevere  reflections.  He  defired 
my  name,  and  where  I lived  in  England,  which  he  begged  me  to  write 
down  for  him ; and  commended  very  much  the  objeCt  of  my  journey, 
which  appeared  fo  extraordinary  to  him,  that  he  could  not  help  putting 
many  queflions.  The  mountain  we  eroded  to-day  is  yet  more  favage  than 
that  of  yeiterday ; much  of  it  void,  and  even  lublime.  The  little  town 
of  Saorgio  and  its  caftle  are  fituated  moft  romantically,  ftuck  againft  the  fide 
of  a mountain,  like  a fwallow’s  neit  againft  the  fide  of  a houfe.  I had  no  op- 
portunity of  afking  how  many  necks  are  broken  in  a year,  in  going  peaceably 
to  and  fro;  but  the  blacknefs  of  this  town,  and  the  total  want  of  glafs,  make  it 
gloomy  as  well  as  romantic ; indeed  the  view  of  all  thefe  mountain -towns, 
where  there  may  be  fo  much  happinefs  with  fo  little  appearance  of  it,  is  for- 
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bidding.  Tende,  which  is  the  capital  of  a diflridt,  and  gives  name  to  this  great 
ridge  of  mountain  f Col  de  ’Tende J,  is  a horrid  place  of  this  fort,  with  a vile  inn  j 
all  black,  dirty,  blinking,  and  no  glafs. 30  miles. 

The  23d.  Out  by  lour  in  the  morning,  in  the  dark,  in  order  to  crofs  the 
Col  de  Tende  as  foon  after  break  of  day  as  poffible,  a neceffary  precaution  they 
fay,  as  the  wind  is  then  mod;  quiet  ; if  there  be  any  ftorm,  the  padage  is  dan- 
gerous, and  even  impracticable ; not  fo  much  from  height  as  from  dtuation, 
in  a draught  of  wind  between  Piedmont  and  the  fea.  The  pafs  in  the  rocks, 
for  fome  diitance  before  mounting  the  hill,  is  fublime  j hemmed  in  among  fuch 
enormous  mountains  and  rocks,  that  they  reminded  me  a little  of  the  amazing 
pafs  in  the  Pyrenees,  but  are  much  inferior  to  it.  In  the  face  of  one  of  them 
is  a long  infcription  to  the  honour  of  Victor  Amadeus  III.  for  making  the 
road ; and  near  it  an  old  one,  purporting  that  the  eleventh  duke  of  Savoy  made 
the  old  road,  to  connect  Piedmont  and  Nice,  a proprie  fpefe  con  tutta  dill - 
genza.  This  old  road  is  pafiahle  by  mules  only,  and  is  that  by  which  Mr. 
Dutens  paifed  the  Col  de  Tende.  I (hail  obferve  once  for  all,  that  the  new 
one  is  a mo  ft  ufeful  and  princely  undertaking.  From  within  a few  miles 
of  Nice,  where  it  is  not  finifhed,  to  Limon  coil  3,500,000  liv.  ( 17^,000!.) 
It  winds  prodigiouily,  in  order  to  pafs  the  fteepefl  mountains,  in  fuch  angles 
as  to  admit  carriages  without  difficulty.  The  word;  part  is  that  which  goes 
up  to  the  Col  de  Tende;  this  has  not  been  made  with  equal  attention  as  the 
red,  perhaps  becaufe  they  have  begun  to  execute  a vad  defign  of  perforating 
the  mountain.  At  prelent,  notwithdanding  the  goodnefs  of  the  road  in  dim- 
mer, it  is  abfolutely  impaii'able  in  winter  for  carriages,  and  with  difficulty 
fometimes  even  with  mules,  by  reafon  of  the  immenfe  falls  of  fnow.  They  have 
opened  a cavern  like  a vault  of  rock,  about  thirty  trebulchi  long,  and  wide 
enough  for  carriages  to  pafs,  but  it  foon  divides  into  two  pafiages,  one  for  go- 
ing and  another  for  returning,  which  is  found  cheaper  than  one  large  enough 
for  both  ; the  whole  will  be  above  five  hundred  trebulchi , and  will  demand  fuch 
an  expenfe  as  leaves  little  hope  of  feeing  it  executed  in  this  century.  Take  the 
new  road,  however,  for  all  in  all,  and  it  is  a work  that  does  honour  to  the 
king  and  country.  Defcend  into  the  rich  and  beautiful  vale  of  Piedmont,  a 
few  miles  before  Coni,  and  between  the  Alps  and  Appenines,  which  here  fe- 
parate,  one  range  running  from  hence  to  Calabria,  I believe  uninterruptedly, 
and  the  other  to  Condantinople.  iimongd  the  maps  never  made,  but  much 
wanted,  is  one  of  the  mountains  of  Europe,  to  £hew  at  one  coup  d’ ceil  which  are 
conceded,  and  which  feparate  : this  reparation  of  the  Alps  and  Appenines  is 
fo  narrow,  that  they  would,  on  a map  on  any  fcale,  appear  as  one  range ; they 
connect  with  all  the  mountains  of  France,  by  Dauphine,  Vivarais,  and  Auvergne, 
but  not  with  the  Pyrenees ; I have  myfelf  travelled  the  whole  range  of  thofe 
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from  fea  to  tea,  Quaere  9 Do  they  conned;  with  Germany,  Poland,  &c.  ? Per- 
haps they  may  with  thofe  of  the  hereditary  dominions  of  the  Houfe  of  Auflria. 
This  would  make  but  two  ranges  of  mountains  on  the  continent  of  Europe, 
the  Alps  and  the  Pyrenees ; for  all  the  Spanifh  conned  with  the  latter,  unlefs 

thofe  of  Norway  and  Sweden  do  not  join  the  Ruffian,  Pclifh,  &c, Reach 

Coni,  which  is  ftrongly  fortified,  and  well  fituated ; but  as  for  inns,  the  croce 
biaxca , which  they  fpeak  of  as  being  excellent,  afforded  me  a good  room 
enough,  but  without  a fingle  pane  of  glafs  in  the  windows,  only  ragged  paper — 

and  fiich  a commodite  ! let  me  drive  the  recoliedion  from  my  memory  ! Here 

we  loft  the  company  of  the  old  colonel,  his  brother,  and  friend  ; they  went  five 
miles  further,  to  the  eflate  of  one  of  them  at  Centalle.  Sup  at  the  table  d’hote. 
Our  landlady  is  a tall  well  looking  virago ; the  officers  made  love  to  her  with 
one  hand,  while  they  fupped  with  the  other.  They  then  afked  me  a thoufand 
queflions  about  Englifh  duelling.  Was  it  in  a circle  ? At  what  difiance  ? On 
horfeback  ? With  what  piflols  ? &c. 37  miles. 

The  24th.  The  friar  and  one  of  the  officers  proceeded  no  further;  the  other 
and  myfelf  for  Turin.  On  leaving  Coni,  the  view  from  the  fortifications  of  the 
Alps  is  very  fine ; a range  of  them,  capped  with  fnow,  is  now  feen  by  us  to  the  left ; 
Mont  Vifo  among  them  very  high.  At  Centalle  we  were  flopped  by  t:  r fervant 
jof  my  friend,  the  colonel,  who  had  orders  to  condud  us  to  the  houfe  of  the  cure , 
to  take  chocolate.  The  brother  of  the  colonel  is,  it  feems,  cure  and  archi - 
pretre  of  the  parifh.  It  was  impofiible  to  be  received  with  more  kindnefs  and 
hofpitality  than  I was  here.  The  colonel  flarted  a plan  for  keeping  us  to  dinner, 
and  his  brother  immediately  begged  we  would  change  our  intention  of  fieeping 
at  Carignan  for  Racconis,  which  would  enable  us  to  dine  with  him.  To  this 
we  readily  affented.  I now  found,  that  the  colonel  was  the  Chevalier  Brun,  on 
a vifit  to  his  brother,  who  has  built  an  excellent  parfonage-houfe,  as  we  fhould 
call  it,  at  his  own  expence,  and  has  two  curees  under  him  as  archipretre ; he 
has  arch -hofpitality  alfo  ; gave  us  an  admirable  dinner,  well  ferved,  and  excel- 
lent wine,  and  wifhed  I would  make  a longer  flay.  As  this  was  the  firfl  Italian 
houfe  I had  been  in,  except  inns,  it  was  interefling  enough  to  excite  all  my 
curiofity  and  attention.  Expreffing  a wifh  to  have  fome  converfation  with  a 
pradical  cultivator,  they  had  the  goodnefs  to  walk  with  me  to  the  Count  de 
Bonifante,  who  lives  on  his  own  eflate  here,  and  farms  it.  I foon  found  that 
this  nobleman  loved  the  fubjed ; for  he  feemed  to  take  a pleafure  in  anfwering 
my  enquiries.  We  walked  over  his,  and  fome  of  his  neighbours  farms  for  more 
than  two  hours ; and  though  my  queflions  were  pretty  numerous,  he  was 
fo  kind  as  to  meet  them  with  the  utmoft  willingnefs  of  explanation.  If  I 
have  many  fuch  days  as  thfi  in  Italy,  I fhall  be  equally  well  pleafed  and  in- 
formed. Centalle  was  the  refidence  of  the  Marquis  de  Suza.  Take  my  leave 
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of  this  agreeable  and  hofpitable  family,  which  X fhall  long  remember  with  plea- 
fure.  Pafs  Savignan,  a confiderable  and  pretty  town ; and  what  is  much  better 
to  my  eyes,  a fine  range  of  level  plain,  all  rich  and  much  watered.  The  icene 
in  fome  places  is  charming:  the  road  is  like  a fine  alley,  pading  through  a new 
mown  garden ; the  meadows  are  as  level  as  a die,  without  a mole-cad,  or 
ant-hill : thanks  to  watering  I The  mowing  neat ; the  hay  now  cocking ; rows 
of  trees  every  where,  and  not  being  in  drait  lines,  the  appearance  is  p leaf- 
in.  It  is  an  ohfervation  I have  more  than  once  made,,  and.  it  is  no  where  fo 
exemplified  as  in  this  country,  that  there  are  beauties  reful ting  from  extreme 
fertility,  that  belong  to  a flat  which  would  be  hurt  by  inequalities  of  foil. 
The  approach  to  Racconis  is  by  a double  row  of  trees  on  each  fide  of  the  road, 
with  two  fhady  paths,  very  pleafing  even  by  moon-light  ; but  my  fellow- 
traveller,  with  his  drawn  fword,  ready  to  pafs  at  the  bread:  of  a robber, 
fhould  any  attack  us,  did  not  people  thefe  fhades  with  the  mod  agreeable: 
figures  of  the  fancy.  He  fays  there  are  many  robbers  in  Piedmont;  and  that  tra- 
velling in  the  dark  is  always  dangerous.  Such  things  are  to  belaid  to  the  account: 
of  government;  and  a pretty  latire  it  is  on  defpotifin,.  not  to  he  able  to  keep  its- 
roads  clear  from  robbers.  At  Racconis,  a great  trade-  in  winding  iilk-:  a- beg- 
garly inn — paper  windows,  &c. 27  miles. 

The  25th.  Purfuing  our  road,  pafs  acountry-feat  of  the  Prince  of  Carignan, 
with  a great  inclofure  of  plantation,  and  many  Lombardy  poplars.  Crofs-  the. 
Po  by  a mofi:  commodious  ferry ; a platform  on  two  boats  ;.  the  coach  drove- 
on  and  off  without  our  moving.  Why  have  we  not  fiich  ferries  in  England  ? 
All  a rich  level  country  till  we  come  near  the  mountain  of  Turin,  and  pafs  the 
chateau  of  Moncaglia,  the  p refen t refidence  of  the  Count  d’ Artois-  Reach: 
Turin  ; drive  to  the  hotel  royal ; all  full.  To  the  hotel  dl  Angleterre  y.  all  taken.- 
fox  the  Prince  of  Conde.  To  the  bon  tie  femme  y where  a good  landlady  received- 
me.  I was  in  time  for  the  table  d’hote,  at  which  were  feveral  French  refu- 


gees, whofe.  accounts  of  affairs  in  France  are  dreadful.  Thefe  were  driven  from 
their  chateaus,  feme  of  which  were  in  flames  y it  gave  me  am  opportunity  of 
enquiring  by  whom  fuch  enormities  were  committed ; by  the  peasants,  or 
wandering  brigands  I they  laid,  by  peasants,,  un  doubtedly  but  that  the  great 
and  indifpu table  origin  of  mofi:  of  thole- villainies,  was  the  fettled  plan  and  con- 
duct of  fame  leaders  in  the  National  Affembly,  in  union  with,  and  bv  the 
moiiey  of,  one  other  p erf  on  of  gr’eat  rank , who  would  deferve  the  eternal  execra- 
tions and  reproaches  of  all  true  Frenchmen  and  every  honed  man  that  when 
the. affembly  had  rejected  the  prc-pofal  of  the  Count  de  Mirabeau,  to  addrefs  the 
King  to  effahlifh  the  milice  bourgecife , couriers  were  loon  after  fent  to  all  quar- 
ters of  the  kingdom,  to  give  an  univerfai  alarm  cl  great  troops  of  brigands  being 
on  the  abtual  march,  plundering  and  burning  every  where,  at  the  infiigation  of 
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ariffocrats,  and  calling  on  the  people  to  arm  immediately  in  their  own  defence: 
that  by  intelligence  afterwards  received  from  different  parts  of  the  kingdom 
it  was  found,  that  thefe  couriers  muff  have  been  difpatched  from  Paris  at  the 
fame  time*.  Forged  orders  of  the  King  in  Council  were  likewife  fent,  direct- 
ing the  people  to  burn  the  chateaus  of  the  ariftocratical  party ; and  thus,  as 
it  were  by  magic,  all  France  was  armed  at  the  fame  moment,  and  the  peafants 
inftigated  to  commit  the  enormities  which  have  lince  difgraced  the  kingdom. 
22  miles. 

The  26th.  This  being  the  firft  Italian  city  of  renown  for  beauty  that  I 
have  feen,  I have  been  all  eyes  to-day.  Some  travellers  have  reprefented  it  as 
the  prettied:  town  in  Europe,  and  the  Strada  di  Po  the  fineft  ffreet.  I hurried 
to  it  with  eagernefs.  I was  in  the  middle  of  it,  afking  for  it.  Quejia,  quejia! 
replied  an  officer,  holding  up  his  hands,  as  if  to  point  out  an  objedt  of  great 
beauty  which  I did  not  fee,  and  in  truth  I faw  it  not.  It  is  ftrait  and  broad, 
and  nearly  regular.  Two  rows  of  brick  barns  might  be  fo  equally.  The 
boufes  are  of  an  ugly  obfufcated  brick ; a few  have  ffucco,  and  that  old  and 
dirty:  the  fcaffold  holes  in  the  walls' of  all  the  reff  are  left  unfilled;  feme  of 
them  are  enlarged  by  time,  and  feveral  courfes  of  bricks  between  thofe  holes,  not 
pointed,  which  has  as  bad  an  effect ; the  windows  are  narrow  and  poor ; fome 
with  iron  balconies — fome  without ; the  arcades,  for  there  is  a row  on  each 
fide  of  the  ffreet,  would  alone  be  deffrudtive  of  beauty  : the  arches  are  plaif- 
tered,  which  patches  the  line  with  white : and  through  them  are  exhibited 
nothing  but  poor  ihops  that  incumber  their  fpans  with  all  forts  of  lumber; 
the  lamps  are  fifty  or  fixty  yards  afunder.  In  a word,  there  are  fifty  ffreets 
at  London  to  which  this  cannot  be  compared.  If  thofe  who  have  tra- 
velled in  Italv  think  this  ffreet  fine,  what  am  I to  meet  with  in  other  towns? 
— The  Strada  della  Dora  Groffa  is  by  far  a finer  ffreet  than  that  of  the  Po, 
but  the  houfes  are  greatly  too  high.  There  is  a beautiful  arcade  entrance  to  the 
herb-market,  which  Seems  to  have  furniihed  the  idea  of  that  at  the  new  build- 
ings of  Somerfet-houfe.  The  ffreets  are  almoff  all  quite  regular,  and  at  right 
angles.  I expected  that  this  circumffance  would  have  been  attended  with 
much  more  beauty  than  it  is.  It  gives  too  great  a lamenefs ; the  conftant  re- 
turn of  the  fame  angles  tires  the  eye ; and  I am  convinced,  that  a city  would 
be  much  more  Striking,  and  more  admired,  that  had  varied  lines  inffead 
of  uniform  ones.  Circles,  femi-circles,  crefcents,  femi-elipfes,  fquares,  femi- 
fquares,  and  compounds,  competed  of  thefe,  mixed  with  the  common  oblongs, 
would  give  a greater  air  of  grandeur  and  magnificence.  The  moff  fplendid 
objedt  i have  feen  at  Turin  is  the  ffair-cafe  and  faloon  in  the  chateau  con- 

* Afterwards  at  Paris  this  fact  was  confirmed  to  me. 
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tiguous  to  the  royal  palace.  There  Is  nothing  at  Verfailles,  except  the  gal- 
lery, to  be  compared  with  it.  The  front  of  this  edifice  is  fine,  and  the  whole 
does  honour  to  Juvara.  This  morning  I fhould  have  delivered  my  letters,  but 
am  unlucky.  The  Marchefe  de  Palavicino,  prefident  of  the  Agrarian  Society, 
and  Signore  Biffatti,  the  fecretary  of  it,  are  both  in  the  country.  Signore  Ca- 
priata,  the  prefident  en  fecond , I met  with,  but  he  is  no  practical  farmer;  he  has 
been  obliging  enough,  however,  to  promife  me  an  introduction  to  fome  perfons 
who  are  converfant  with  agriculture.  Meeting  with  thefe  difappointments,  I 
began  to  fear  I might  w~ant  the  intelligence  that  was  necefiary  to  my  deiign ; 
and  be  in  that  ineligible  fituation  of  feeing  only  the  outfides  of  houfes,  and 
knowing  nothing  of  the  perfons  within.  With  time  thus  on  my  hands,  I 
enquired  for  a bookfeller,  and  was  directed  to  Signore  Briolo,  who  prints  the 
memoirs  of  all  the  learned  bodies  here ; among  others,  thofe  of  the  Agrarian 
Society,  which  I bought,  and  afterwards  turning  over,  found  that  I made  a 
pretty  confpicuous  figure  in  one  written  by  the  Cavaliere  di  Capra,  colonel  of 
the  regiment  of  Tortona,  on  the  fize  of  farms.  He  is  a bitter  enemy  to  large 
ones;  not  content  with  fixicfiures  on  Piedmont,  he  preffes  England  into  his  fer- 
vice,  and  finds  it  neceffary  to  refute  me,  as  I appear  in  the  tranflation  of  Monf. 
Freville,  from  which  he  quotes  paffages  which  I never  wrote.  I wifihed  to 
affure  the  author  that  was  the  French  tranflator,  and  not  the  Englifh  farmer 
that  he  had  refuted,  I laughed  very  heartily  with  Signore  Capriata  at  this  ad- 
venture of  the  memoirs.  In  the  evening  to  the  opera ; the  theatre  is  a fine  one, 
though  not  the  principal ; the  houfe  nearly  full,  yet  all  the  world  is  in  the 
countrv. 

The  27th.  The  Cavaliere  Capra  having  feen  Signore  Capriata,  I this  morning 
received  a vifit  from  him  : I w^as  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  remark  to  him  that 
he  had  quoted  paffages  erroneoufly  from  my  Political  Arithmetic.  He  laid,  he 
was  forry  he  fhould  mifunderftand  me ; and  beginning  at  once  to  declaim  againfi: 
great  farms,  I begged  to  remark,  that  my  opinion  was  exactly  the  fame  at  prefent 
as  it  had  always  been,  that  the  fize  of  farms  fhould  be  left  abfolutely  free.  He 
was  violent  againfi:  great  ones  in  Piedmont,  which  he  faid  ruined  and  depopu- 
lated the  country,  as  I fhould  find  when  I came  among  the  rice-grounds  In  my 
way  to  Milan.  Signore  Capra  was  polite,  tendered  me  every  fervice  in  his  power, 
and  exprefied  the  utmofi:  readinefs  to  aflift  my  enquiries.  Signore  Briolo,  as  foon 
as  he  underfirood  who  I was,  fhewed  me  every  attention  in  his  power ; and  that  I 
might  have  the  benefit  of  converfing  with  fuch  perfons  as  he  thought  mofi:  fuit- 
able  to  my  enquiries,  he  made  known  my  arrival  to  Signore  Fontana,  a practical 
chemifi:  and  deputy  fecretary  to  the  Agrarian  Society ; to  Signore  Gio.  Piet.  Ma- 
riadana,  profeffor  of  botany  in  the  univerfity  ; to  Signore  il  Dottore  Buniva,  his 
affifiant,  who  travelled  in  France  and  England  as  a naturalifi:.  From  thefe 
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gentlemen  I had  this  morning  a vifit,  and  an  interefting  converfation  on  the 
prefent  agricultural  Rate  of  Italy.  To  Signore  Briolo  I was  alfo  indebted  for  an 
introduction  to  Signore  Giobert,  academician,  and  of  the  Agrarian  Society,  who 
has  gained  a prize  by  a memoir  on  the  quality  of  earths  and  manures.  Viewed 
the  King’s  palace,  not  fo  fpiendid  as  to  raife  difagreeable  emotions  in  the  bread: 
of  a philofophical  fpe&ator ; and  no  marks  of  provinces  having  been  opprefled 
to  raife  it.  Of  the  pictures,  which  are  numerous,  thofe  which  pleafed  me  belt, 
are  a virgin,  child,  and  St.  John,  by  Lorenzo  Sabattini ; Apollo  flaying  Marfias, 
by  Guido ; a Venus,  by  Carlo  Cignani ; a lick  woman,  by  Gerard  Dow  ; a vir- 
gin and  child  after  Raphael,  by  SafTa  Ferrata.  Vandyke  fhines  greatly  in  this 
collection  ; there  are  the  children  of  Charles  I.  finely  done ; a man  and  woman 
fitting;  but  above  all.  Prince  Tomarafo  di  Carignano  on  horfeback,  which  for 
life  and  force  of  expreffion  is  admirable.  In  the  evening  to  the  opera,  and  be- 
ing Sunday  the  houfe  was  full.  The  Lafca  Fiera ; there  is  a pretty  duet,  be-, 
tween  Contini  and  Gafpara,  in  the  firft  aCt. 

The  28th.  W alked  to  Moncaglia  early  in  the  morning.  The  palace  is  boldly 
fituated  on  a hill,  the  Windfor  of  Piedmont: — commands  noble  views  of  the 
Po,  and  a rich  fcene  of  culture.  After  dinner,  on  horfe-back  to  Superga,  the 
burying  place  of  the  royal  family ; where  the  bodies  of  thefe  princes  repofe 
more  magnificently  than  the  Bourbons  at  St.  Denis.  The  view  from  the  tower 
is,  I fuppofe,  the  fineil  farmer  s profpeCt  in  Europe.  You  look  down  on  much 
the  greater  part  of  Piedmont  as  on  a map,  and  the  eye  takes  in  Milan  at  eighty 
miles  diftance ; the  whole,  with  fuch  an  horizon  of  mountains,  as  is  no  where 
elfe  to  be  found, — for  the  enormous  maffes  of  fnow,  which  the  Alps  prefent,  are 
eafier  conceived  than  described. 

The  29th.  Signore  Briolo  was  this  morning  my  conductor  to  Gruliafcho, 
to  view  the  farm,  by  appointment  of  Signore  Bracco,  to  whom  Signore 
Capriata  had  fpoken  for  that  purpofe ; we  walked  by  the  nobly  planted  road 
that  leads  to  Suza,  and  I was  glad  to  find,  that  my  Turin  bookfeller  was  a 
farmer,  though  a la  met  a,  and  anfwered  thofe  ufeful  enquiries,  which  I have 
long  found  abundantly  convenient,  always  to  have  ready  arranged  in  my  head, 
and  adapted  to  the  people  into  whofe  hands  chance  may  throw  me.  We  dined 
together  at  the  village,  in  a villainous  hole,  much  better  adapted  to  offend  the 
fenfes  than  to  gratify  them.  Our  repafi:  finiihed,  we  fallied  forth  to  find  Signore 
Bracco ; he  fhewed  us  feveral  watered  meadows,  and  explained  all  the  particu- 
lars ; after  which,  coming  to  the  houfe,  lo ! in  Head  of  a farmer  or  metayer , as 
I expeCted,  I found  a large  houfe,  in  a ftyle  fuperior  to  any  farm  one,  and  that 
he  was  a bailiff  to  a Signore,  I do  not  know  whom,  jeweller  to  the  King  and  court; 
an  awkward  explanation  of  this  came  on,  and  then  I found  this  perfon  knew  of  my 
coming  two  days  before:-— to  mend  the  matter,  after  making  us-  wait  fome  time 
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he  fhewed  liimfelf.  I was  prelied'  to  enter : — whether  it  were,  that  -a  hot  walk,  or  a 
bad  dinner  had  fretted  me,  cr,  in  fine,  that  I did  not  like  the  jeweller’s  physio- 
gnomy, I know  not,  but  I begged  to  be  excufed,  and  perfifted  in  my  refufal.  A 
rich  citizen  at  his  country  villa  is  to  me  a formidable  animal, — Had  he  faid 
he  was  a farmer,  and  would  converfe  on  the  Subject,  or  any  thing  of  that 
tendency,  it  had  been  otherwife ; but  I departed  brufqument , with  a character, 
I believe,  molto  fiehaggio.  In  the  evening,  fome  beautiful  paffages  in  the 
Jgafiorella  Nobile  brought  me  into  better  temper. 

The  30th.  The  intendant  BilTatti  returned  to  Turin,  and  I had  the  plea-* 
fure  of  a vilit  from  him ; he  carried  me  to  the  univerfity,  and  fome  other 
places  which  I had  not  feen  before;  Signore  Capra  alfo,  and  Dr.  Buniva, 
favoured  me  with  their  company.  The  knight,  I find,  is  as  complete  a 
croaker  as  could  ever  iffue  from  the  fchool  of  Dr.  Price  himfelf.  Piedmont 
furnifhes  an  inftance,  which  if  I had  touched  upon  to  Signora  Capra,  he  would 
have  preffed  it  into  his  fervice  on  the  queffion  of  farms.  But  there  are  not 
many  circumftances  more  curious  in  politics  than  the  contrail  between  great 
and  Small  dominions.  Here  is  a court  fufticiently  fplendid ; a palace  well  kept ; 
an  army  (not  equally  well  kept)  of  30,000  men ; fortifications  many,  and  among 
the  firft  in  the  world,  and  a power  of  receiving  with,  hofpitality  and  fplendour 
the  princes  of  the  blood  of  France;  all  this  is  done  with  thirty  millions  of 
French  money  : if  the  comparifon  had  been  made  in  the  late  king’s  reign,  the 
circumffances  would  have  been  ffronger.  The  King  of  France  had  fix  hun- 
dred millions ; that  is  to  fay,  twenty  times  as  much : he  could,  therefore, 
with  equal  proportions,  have  twenty  fuch  palaces,  or  more  exactly  an  hundred, 
as  there  are  five  in  Piedmont ; tv/enty  fuch  courts,  and  an  army  of  600,000  men. 
But,  inflead  of  this,  the  difference  between  the  palaces  of  the  two  Kings  and 
their  courts,  their  parade  and  their  vanity,  is  not  in  the  ratio  of  one-fourth  of 
their  revenue ; and  as  to  the  army  of  the  King  of  Sardinia  (proportions  preierved) 
it  is  fix  times  more  powerful  than  that  of  the  King  of  France:  but  the  contrail 
goes  further ; for,  while  the  debts  of  this  country  are  inconfiderable,  thofe  of 
France  are  fo  great,  that  the  deficit  alone  is  more  than  five  times  the  whole  re- 
venue of  Sardinia. 

October  iff.  The  political  ffate  of  Piedmont  at  prefent  depends  almoff  en- 
tirely on  the  perfonai  character  of  the  King,  who  is  effeemed  an  eafy  good  natured 
man,  too  much  impofed  on  by  a let  of  people  without  merit.  The  confequence  of 
which  is,  that  talents  and  all  forts  of  abilities,  inftead  of  being  in  the  polls 
for  which  they  are  qualified,  are  found  only  in  retirement.  I am  told,  that  he 
often  takes  bank-notes  in  his  pocket-book,  and  at  night,  if  he  have  not  given 
them  away,  exprelies  uneafinefs ; yet  this  is  with  an  empty  treafury  and  an 
incomplete  ill-paid  army.  This  condudt  is  remarkably  different  from  that  of 
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the  princes  his  Majefty’s  predecefiors,  who,  as  all  the  world  knows,  were  good 
ceconomifis,  and  kept  themfelves  fo  well  prepared,  that  they  were  able  to  turn 
opportunities  to  their  notable  advantage,  which  mult  have  pafled  barren  of 
events  under  a different  fyftem  of  government.  The  King’s  motives,  however, 
are  excellent,  and  no  faults  are  found  with  his  government  that  do  not  flow 
from  that  fort  of  goodnefs  of  heart  which  better  befits  a private  Elation  than  a 
throne.  Similar  errors  are  not  expected  from  the  prince  of  Piedmont,  who  is 
reprefented  as  a man  of  good  underftanding,  writh,  however,  rather  too  great  a 
tindture  of  religion.  Nothing  can  be  more  regular  and  decent  than  the  con- 
duct of  all  the  court ; no  licentious  plealures  are  here  countenanced ; and  very 
little  that  looks  like  diilipation.  How  the  Count  d’ Artois  paffes  his  time  is  not 
eafy  to  conceive;  for  a prince 'who  was  dying  wfith  ennui  in  the  midil  of  Ver- 
failles,  for  want  of  pleafures  that  had  not  loft  their  luilre,  one  would  fuppofe 
that  of  ail  the  courts  in  Europe  there  wras  fcarcely  one  to  be  found  lefs  adapted 
than  this  to  his  feelings,  whatever  it  might  be  to  his  convenience. 

The  2d.  To  Verceil,  by  a vetturino  ; I find  but  one  agreeable  circumftance 
in  this  way  of  travelling,  which  is  going  as  flow  and  flopping  as  often 
as  you  pleafe : I walked  mofl  of  the  way,  and  generally  out- walked  the 
coach,  except  when  there  was  any  little  defcent.  A gentleman,  a proprietor 
and  cultivator  of  rice  near  Verceil,  fupped  with  us,  who  was  communicative. 
-45  miles. 

The  30th.  To  Novara,  much  rice;  fome  yet  uncut ; they  are  threfhing 
it  every  where,  and  we  meet  gleaners  loaded  writh  it : a nafly  country,  as  ill 
to  the  eye  as  to  the  health  : there  hang  the  limbs  of  a robber  in  the  trees, 
in  unifon  with  the  fombre  and  pefliferous  afpect  of  a flat  woody  region.  Crofs 
the  Tefino,  deep,  clear,  and  rapid.  This  river  parts  the  dominions  of  the 
King  of  Sardinia  from  thofe  of  the  Emperor.  At  Buffalora  crofs  the  naviglia 
grande , the  greatefl  canal  for  irrigation  that  was  ever  made.  Sleep  at  Ma- 
genta.—^— 30  miles. 

The 4th,  Sunday.  Reach  Milan  in  the  forenoon.  This  great  city  flands- 
in  the  midfl  of  a dead  level  country,  fo  thickly  planted  that  you  fee  nothing  of 
it  till  you  are  in  the  flreets.  To  the  Alb  ergo  del  Pozzo,  in  time  to  wait  on  the 
Abbate  Amoretti,  fecretary  of  the  Patriotic  Society,  to  whom  I had  letters 
from  Monf.  de  Broufifonet  and  Signore  Songa  of  London : I found  the  Abbate  ad- 
mirably well  lodged,  in  the  palazzo  of  the  Marquis  de  Cufani : this,  faid  I to  my- 
felf,  looks  well,  to  find  a man  of  letters  in  a fplendid  apartment,  and  not  poked, 
like  a piece  cf  lumber,  into  a garret/  it  is  a good  feature  in  the  Italian  nobi- 
lity. I entered  his  apartment,  which  is  a cube  of  about  thirty  feet,  from  a 
great  faloon  of  forty  or  fifty.  He  received  me  with  eafy  and  agreeable  polite- 
nefs  which  imprefles  one  at  firfl:  fight  in  his  favour.  Soon  after  he  returned  my 
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vifit.  I find  him  an  agreeable,  well-informed,  and  interefling  chara&er.  Waited 
alfo  on  the  Abbate  Oriani,  allronomer  royal,  who  exprefied  every  wifh  to  be 
of  ufe  to  me.  At  night  to  the  opera  ; a moft  noble  theatre ; the  largeft  as 
well  as  handfomefl  I have  feen  ; the  fcenes  and  decorations  beautiful.  Though 
it  is  Sunday,  I look  with  amazement  at  the  houfe,  for  it  is  three  parts'  full, 
even  while  much  of  the  world  are  in  the  country  : — how  Tan  fuch  a town  as 
Milan  do  this  ? Here  are  fix  rows  of  boxes,  thirty-fix  in  a row ; the  three 
heft  rows  let  at  40  louis  d’or  a box.  This  is  marvellous  for  an  inland  town, 
without  commerce  or  great  manufactures.  It  is  the  plough  alone  that  can  do 
it.  I am  delighted  with  the  accommodation  of  the  pit ; one  fits  on  broad  eaiy 
fophas,  with  a good  fpace  to  ftir  one’s  legs  in  : young  perfons  may  bear  being 
trailed  and  pinioned  on  a row  of  narrow  benches,  but  I am  old  and  lazy,  and,  if 
I do  not  fit  at  my  eafe,  wxmld  not  care  to  fit  there  at  all. 1 o miles. 

The  5th.  In  the  morning,  deliver  letters  to  Signore  Bignami  and  Vaflalli,  and 
the  Melt.  Zappas,  gentlemen  in  commerce,  from  whom  I might  receive  informa- 
tion relative  to  the  exports,  &c.  of  the  Milanele.  At  noon,  to  the  Society  of  Agri- 
culture (called  the  Patriotic  Society),  which  fortunately  for  me,  who  am  a mem- 
ber, had  a meeting  to-day : the  Marchefe  di  Vifconti  in  the  chair,  wfith  ten  or  a 
dozen  members  prefent,  to  all  of  wThom  Signore  Amoretti  introduced  me.  I never 
expect  much  from  focieties  of  this  fort;  but  this  of  Milan  was  to-day  employed 
on  a button  and  a pair  of  fcifiors : it  feems  they  want  at  this  city  to  make  the  finer 
forts  of  hardware,  in  order  to  rival  thofe  of  England,  and  lefien  the  import,  which, 
in  fpite  of  every  obftacle,  is  very  great : the  idea  originates  with  the  government,  and 
is  worthy  of  its  little  ideas ; a true  peddling  fpirit  at  prefent  throughout  Europe. 
An  artift  in  the  town  had  made  a button  and  half  a pair  of  fcifiors,  one  half  Englifh, 
and  the  other  half  of  his  own  manufacture,  for  which  he  claimed  and  had  a reward. 


Similar  are  the  employments  of  focieties  every  where ! In  England,  bufied  about 
rhubarb,  filk,  and  drill-ploughs at  Paris,  about  fleas  and  butterflies,* — and  at 
Milan,  about  buttons  and  fcifiors ! I hope  I fhall  find  the  Georgofili , at  Florence, 
employed  on  a top-knot.  I looked  about  to  fee  a practical  farmer  enter  the  room, 
but  looked  in  vain.  A goodly  company  of  i Marchefi,  i Conti,  i Cavalieri, 
i Abbati,  but  not  one  clofe  clipped  wig,  or  a dirty  pair  of  breeches,  to  give  au- 
thority to  their  proceedings.  We  met,  in  what  was  the  Jefait’s  College,  in  the 
Brera,  a noble  building,  containing  many  apartments  equally  fplendid  and  con- 
venient. The  Marchefe  Vifconti  afked  me  to  his  country-feat;  and  the  Cava- 
liere  Cafliglioni,  who  has  travelled  in  America  with  the  views  of  a natural  hif- 
torian,  and  who  intends  to  print  the  journal  of  his  voyage,  hopes  to  meet  me 
foon  at  his  brother  the  count’s.  Milan  has  been  reprefented  as  very  dear,  and 


may  be  fo  when  no  thought  is  taker 
and  leaving  the  bill  to  the  hall; 


1 to  fave  expence,  ordering  what  you  want, 
but  as  fuch  methods  do  not  agree  with  my 
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purie,  I pay,  by  agreement,  for  my  room,  dinner  and  fupper  ferved  in  it,  as 
there  are  few  tables  d'hctes  in  Italy,  6 liv.  of  Milan  a-day,  or  an  ecu , equal  to 
4s a English.  The  pit,  at  the  opera,  is  2 liv.  5 f.  and  coffee  for  breakfafi  7 f 
in  all  about  5s.  8d.  a-day ; but,  feeing  buildings,  &c.  adds  fomething.  lam 
very  well  ferved  for  this,  except  in  foups,  which  are  deferable,  for  I hate 
macaroni  and  abominate  pa  fie.  I have  read  fo  much  of  the  horrors  of  Italian 
inns,  that  I am  very  agreeably  furprized  to  find  them  in  the  great  towns,  Turin 
and  Milan  for  inftance,  as  good  as  in  France ; yet  I am  not  at  the  befi  here,— - 
for  I underhand  the  albergbi  reale  and  imperiale  are  the  nidi  j and  I was  not  at  the 
befi  at  Turin.  But  village  ones  between  the  great  towns  are  bad  enough.  In 
France,  one  is  rarely  waited  on  at  inns  by  men  ; in  Italy  hitherto  never  by  wo- 
men ; I like  the  French  cufiom  befi.  Ferret  among  the  bookfellers,  and 
find  more  tracts,  in  Italian,  upon  agriculture  than  I expebted.  At  night  to  the 
opera  $ the  pit  is  fo  commodious  and  agreeable,  that  it  is  a good  lounge ; the 
fophas  and  chairs  are  numbered ; they  give  you  a ticket,  which  marks  your 
feat  y but  the  performers  are  poor.  It  was  the  Imprefario  in  Augujia , by  that 
beautiful  compofer,  Cimarola  y there  is  a quintetto  in  it,  than  which  nothing 
could  be  more  pleafing,  or  repeated  with  more  applaufe. 

The  6th.  Signore  Amoretti,  whofe  attentions  and  affiduity  are  fuch  as  I 
fhall  not  foon  forget,  this  morning  introduced  me  to  Signore  Beecken,  a coun- 
fellor  in  the  court  of  his  Imperial  Majefty ; and  then  we  went  together  into  the 
country,  fix  or  feven  miles,  to  a farm  in  the  road  to  Pavia,  belonging  to  the 
Marquis  Vifconti,  to  fee  the  method  of  making  the  Lodefan  cheefe  -y  attended 
the  whole  operation,  which  is  fo  totally  different  from  what  we  ufe  in  England, 
that  fkill  in  making  may  have  a great  effect  in  rendering  this  produbt  of  Lom- 
bardy fo  fuperior  to  all  others.  The  cheefe,  and  the  enquiries,  took  up  the 
whole  day ; fo  that  it  was  five  in  the  evening  before  we  got  back  to  Milan, 
where  they  dined  with  me  at  the  pozzo  y an  itinerant  band  of  mufic  giving  a 
ferenade  under  the  windows,  to  the  UlujlriJJimiy  eccellentijjimiy  nobili  Signori 
Ingleji . This  day  has  paffed  after  my  own  heart,  a long  morning  of  abiivity, 
and  then  a dinner,  without  one  word  of  converfatien  but  on  agriculture.  Signore 
Beecken  is  a fenfible  well  informed  German,  who  underftands  the  importance 
of  the  plough  j and  Abhate  Amoretti’ s converfation  is  that  of  a man  who  adds 
the  powers  of  inflruction,  to  the  graces  that  enliven  company. 

The  yth.  Attended  the  Marquis  de  Vifconti,  and  Signore  Amoretti  to  Moz- 
sate,  the  country-feat  of  the  Count  de  Caftiglione,  about  nxteen  miles  north  of 
Milan.  Stop  very  near  the  city  to  view  the  Chartreufe , which,  fince  the  empe- 
ror feized  the  revenues,  and  turned  the  monks  out,  has  been  converted  into  a 
powder  magazine.  View,  in  palling,  the  fine  church  of  Ro,  and  the  Marquis  of 
Litta’s  villa  at  Leinate,  in  which  the  gardens  are  confpicuous.  The  Italian  tafie 
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was  the  undoubted  origin  of  what  we  fee  in  France ; but  decoration  is  carried 
much  higher.  Marble  bafons,  with  fine  ftatues,  too  good  for  the  fituation : jets 
d’eaity  temples,  cplonades,  and  buildings,  without  end,  almoft  connected  with 
the  houfe;  latticed,  and  clipped  bowers  and  walks;  miles  of  clipped  hedges — ter- 
races and  gravel  walks,  never  well  kept,  with  abundance  of  orange-trees,  are 
the  features;  and  they  are  all  in  profufion.  The  expence  enormous,  both  to 
form  and  to  keep.  There  is  a pinery,  and  not  more  than  five  or  fix  others  in  the 
whole  duchy  of  Milan.  Reach  Mozzate.  The  countefs  appeared  what  we 
call  a genteel  good  fort  of  woman,  with  nothing  of  that  fpecies  of  foppery  and 
affectation  that  forms  the  fine  lady . The  moment  I faw  the  Count  de  Caftig- 
lione,  I was  prejudiced  in  his  favour;  his  phyfiognomy  is  pleafing;  and  the  in- 
ftantaneous  eafy  affability,  mixed  with  great  quicknefs  and  vivacity,  tells  one  in 
a moment,  that  time  would  not  be  loft  in  his  company.  I was  not  deceived. 
He  entered  prefently  on  the  object  of  my  travels ; and  I was  highly  pleafed  to 
find,  that  he  was  a practical  farmer.  After  dinner,  w7e  made  an  excurfion- 
to  a confiderable  plantation  he  has  executed  with  great  judgment  and 
fpirit.  The  count  fhewed  me  a part  of  his  farm  alfo,^~but  this  is  not 
equally  fuccefsful.  In  the  evening,  while  the  reft  of  the  company  were 
at  cards,  he  fatisfied  my  numerous  enquiries  concerning  the  hufbandry,  &c. 
of  the  neighbourhood,  in  a manner  that  left  me  little  to  with.  After 
breakfaft,  the  next  morning  I returned  to  Milan.  The  feature  which  ftruck 
me  moft  in  this  vifit  to  an  Italian  nobleman,  at  his  country- feat,  is  the 
great  fimilarity  of  living,  and  of  manners  in  different  countries.  There  are 
few  circumftances  in  the  table,  attendance,  houfe,  and  mode  of  living,  that 
vary  from  a man  of  fimilar  rank  and  fortune  in  England  or  France.  Only 
French  cuftoms,  however,  predominate.  I fuppofe  one  muft  go  for  new  man- 
ners to  the  Turks  and  Tartars ; for  Spain  itfelf,  among  people  of  rank,  has  them 
not  to  give : and  this  circumftance  throws  travellers,  who  regifter  their  re- 
marks, into  a fituation  that  fhould  meet  with  the  candour  of  readers : thofe  who 
record  faithfully,  muft  note  things  that  are  common,  and  fuch  are  not  formed  to 
gratify  curiofity.  Thofe  who  deal  much  in  adventures,  fo  contrary  to  our  own 
manners  as  to  excite  furprife,  muft  be  of  queftionable  authority;  for  the  fimi- 
larity of  European  manners,  among  people  of  rank  or  large  fortune,  can  hardly 
fee  doubted  : and  the  difference  among  their  inferiors,  is,  in  many  cafes,  more 
apparent  than  real.  I am  much  pleafed  with  this  family  : the  countefs  is  a 
good  woman,  for  fhe  loves  her  children,  her  hufband,  and  the  country.  Her 
hufoand  has  life,  animation,  quicknefs  of  conception,  and  that  attention  to 
agriculture,  which  made  me  with  him  for  a neighbour.  In  our  return,  flop  at 
Defo,  the  villa  of  the  Marquis  of  Cufino,  which  is  in  a ftyle  that  pleafes  me. 
The  houfe  is  not  upon  too  great  a fcale,  and  therefore  $miihed  and  farjjifhed  : 


M I L A N. 


ai6  MILA  N. 

the  rooms  are  more  elegant  than  fplendid — and  more  comfortable  than  fhewy. 
There  is  one  apartment,  in  encauftic  painting,  faid  to  be  the  firft  executed  in 
Italy.  The  fecond  floor  contains  thirteen  bed-chambers,  with  each  a final! 
fervant’s-room,  and  light  clofet : and  they  have  all  fuch  a comfortable,  clean, 
Englifh  air  ; and  are  fo  neat,  without  any  finery,  that,  had  the  floors  been 
.deal,  inftead  of  brick,  I fhould  have  thought  myfelf  in  my  own  country.  I 
have  read  travels  that  would  make  us  believe,  that  a clean  houfe  is  not  to 
be  met  with  in  Italy ; if  that  were  once  true,  things  are  abundantly  changed.  I 
like  this  villa  much  better  than  the  mailer  does,  for  he  is  rarelv  here  for  a fort- 
night  at  a time,  and  that  not  often.  The  gardens  are  fplendid  in  their  kind ; 
lattice-frames  of  lemons  twenty  feet  high,  with  efpaliers  of  oranges,  both  full 
hung  with  fruit,  have,  to  northern  eyes,  an  uncommon  effedt ; but  they  are  all 
covered  with  glafs  in  the  winter.  Here  is  a pinery  alfo.  Dine  in  the  village 
on  trout,  frefh  from  the  lake  of  Como,  at  3 liv.  the  pound,  of  28  ounces.  In 
the  evening  returning  to  Milan,  after  an  excurfion  inftrudtive  in  my  principal 
objedt,  and  equally  agreeable  in  the  little  circumflances  that  have  power  fuffi- 
cient  either  to  gild  or  fhade  every  objedt : Pafs  the  houfe  of  the  Marchefa  di 
Fagnani,  who  has  been  much  in  England,  and  celebrated  here  for  being  the 
lady  with  whom  our  inimitable  Sterne  had  the  rencontre  at  Milan,  which  he 
has  defcribed  fo  agreeably. -32  miles. 

The  9th.  This  day  was  appointed  for  vifiting  a few  objedts  at  Milan,  for 
which  Signore  Peecken  had  the  goodnefs  to  defire  to  be  my  cicerone ; his  cha- 
riot was  ready  after  breakfafl,  and  we  went  from  fight  to  fight  till  five  o’clock. 
Buildings  and  pidtures  have  been  fo  often  and  fo  well  defcribed,  that  for  modem 
travellers  nothing  is  left,  if  they  expatiate,  but  to  talk  of  themfelves  as  much  as 
of  the  objedts.  I fhail  note,  in  a few  words,  the  things  that  flruck  me  moft. 
I had  read  fo  much  of  the  cathedral,  and  came  to  it  with  fuch  expectation, 
that  its  effect  was  nothing.  There  are  comparative  meafurements  given  of  it 
with  St.  Paul’s  and  St.  Peter’s,  that  feem  to  rank  it  in  tjie  fame  clafs  for  magni- 
tude : to  the  eye  it  is  a child’  play-thing  compared  to  St.  Paul’s.  Of  the  innu- 
merable flatues,  that  of  St.  Laurence  flayed  is  the  finefl.  The  architedture  of 
the  church  of  St.  Fe-dele,  by  Pellegrino,  is  pleafing;  it  contains  fix  columns 
of  granite ; and  there  are  other  fine  ones  alfo  in  that  of  St.  Alefandro.  But  I 
found  Padrt  Pini,  profeffor  of  natural  hiflory,  a better  object  than  his  church  $ 
he  has  made  a great  and  valuable  colledtion  of  foflils,  and  has  taken  the  meafis 
necefiary  for  felf-inflrudtion,  much  travel,  and  much  experiment.  At  St.  Ceifo, 
there  are  two  flatues  of  Adam  and  Eve,  by  Lorenzi,  that  cannot  be  too  much 
admired ; and  a Madonna,  by  Fontana.  Here  alfo  are  pidtures  by  the  twoPro- 
cacinis,  that  will  detain  your  fteps.  The  great  hofpital  is  a vafl  building,  once  the 
palace  of  the  Sfcrzas,  Dukes  of  Milan,  and  given  by  Duke  Francis  for  this  ufe~ 
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It  has  a net  revenue  of  a million  of  liVres,  and  has  at  prelent  above  one  thoufand 
three  hundred  patients.  At  the  Abbey  of  St.  Ambrofe,  built  in  the  ninth  cen- 
tury, and  which  has  round  arches,  anterior  to  gothic  ones,  they  ffiewed  us 
a MS.  of  Luitprandus,  dated  721,  and  another  of  Lothaire,  before  Charle- 
magne. If  they  contained  the  regifter  of  their  ploughs,  they  would  have 
been  interefting;  but  what  to  me  are  the  records  of  gifts  to  convents  for 
faving  fouls  that  wanted  probably  too  much  cleaning  for  all  the  throbbing- 
bruffies  of  the  monks  to  brighten  ? Unqueftionably  the  moft  famous  produc- 
tion of  human  genius  at  Milan  is  the  lad;  fupper  of  Lionardo  de  Vinci,  which 
fhould  be  ftudied  by  artifts  who  underhand  its  merit,  as  it  is  not  a picture  for 
thofe  who,  with  unlearned  eyes,  have  only  their  feelings  to  direct  them.  View 
the  Ambrof an  library. 

The  10th.  The  climate  of  Italy,  I believe,  is  generally  in  extremes ; it  has 
rained  almoft  inceffiantly  for  three  days  pah,  and  to-day  it  pours.  I have  made 
a fad  blunder,  I find  more  and  more,  in  felling  my  French  equipage ; for  the 
dependence  on  hiring,  and  on  the  i uetturini , is  odious.  I want  to  go  to-morrow 
to  Lodi,  &c.  and  have  loft  much  time  in  finding  a hone  and  chaiie ; and 
after  all  can  have  only  a milerable  thing,  at  liv.  a day, — In  the  evening,  at 
the  opera.  Signore  Beecken  came  to  me  in  the  pit,  and  afked  me  if  I would  be 
introduced  to  one  of  the  prettieft  ladies  at  Milan  ? Senza  dub  bio.  He  conducted 
me  to  the  box  of  Signora  Lamberti,  a young,  lively,  and  beautiful  woman,  who 
converfed  with  an  eafy  and  unaffected  gaiety,  that  would  make  even  a farmer 
with  to  be  her  cicijbeo.  The  office,  however,  is  in  the  hands  of  another,  who 
was  feated  in  his  poft  of  honour,  in  the  front  of  the  box,  vis-a-vis  the  lady, 

Refrefhments — fuppers — magnificent  ridotto.  Having  mentioned  the 

cicijbei , I may  obferve,  that  the  cuftom  feems  to  flourifti  at  Milan  ,*  few  married 
ladies  are  without  this  neceffary  appendix  to  the  ftate  : there  were  to  night  a 
great  number  of  them,  each  attending  his  fair.  I afked  an  Italian  gentleman 
why  he  was  not  in  his  poft  as  a cicijbeo  ? He  replied,  he  was  not  one.  How 
fo  ? If  you  have  either  bufnefs  or  other  purfuit , it  takes  too  much  time.  They 
are  changed  at  pleafure,  which  the  ladies  defend,  by  faying,  that  when  an 
extenfion  of  privileges  not  proper  to  give  is  expebted,  to  part  with  is  better  than 
to  retain  them. 

The  11th.  To  Lodi,  through  twenty  miles  of  fuch  amazing  exertions  in 
irrigation,  that  we  can  have  in  England  no  idea  of  it.  At  that  town  I found 
myfelf  in  the  midft  of  the  world  ; it  was  the  night  of  terminating  the  opera 
feafcn  of  the  fair  : this  had  drawn  fo  much  company  from  the  neighbouring 
towns,  that  the  great  inn  of  the  Columbina , formed  out  of  a monaftery,  was 
full  in  an  hour.  At  night  the  opera-houfe  formed  a gorgeous  ciiblay  :• — we 
waited  half  an  hour  for  the  arch-duke  and  arch-duchefs.  The  houfe  was  well 
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lighted  with,  wax ; new  to  me,  for  in  common  their  theatres  have  only  dark* 
nefs  vilible.  It  is  fmall,  but  moil  elegant,  new  built  this  year  : the  decorations 
are  neat;  but  the  boxes,  which  are  fitted  up  by  the  proprietors,  are  finifhed 
with  great  (hew  and  expence ; as  fine  as  glafs,  varnifh,  and  gilding  can  make 
them  ; and  being  lighted  within  made  a blazing  figure  : the  company  crouded 
and  well  dreffed;  diamonds  fparkled  in  every  part  of  the  houfe,  while  the  expec- 
* tation  of  pleafure,  more  animated  in  Italian  than  in  French  or  Englifh  eyes.-, 
rendered  the  coup  a ceil  equally  finking  and  agreeable ; the  profufion  of  dancers, 
dreffes,  fcenes,  &c.  made  me  flare,  for  a little  place  of  not  more  than  ten  cr 
twelve  thoufand  fouls.  No  evening  could  pafs  with  a more  animated  fefiivity ; 
all  the  world  appeared  in  good  humour  : the  vibrations  of  pleafurable.  emotions 
feemed  more  refponflve  than  common,  for  expreflion  is  one  great  feature  in  Italian 
phyiiognomy.  I have  dwelt  the  more,  on  this  fpsCtacle,  becauie  I confider  it 
in  a political  light,  as  deferving  fome  attention.  Lodi  is  a little  infignificant 
place,  without  trade,  and  without  manufactures.- — It  is  the  part  of  a dominion 
that  may  be  faid  to  have,  neither,  and  cut  off  from  all  connection  with  the  fea 
yet  there  is  not  a town  in  France  or  England,  of  double  the  population,  that 
ever  exhibited  a theatre  fb  built,  decorated,  filled,  and  furnifhed  as  this  of  Lodi. 

- — Not  all  the  pride  and  luxury  of  commerce  and  manufactures — not  all  the  iron 
and  fteel- — the  woollen  or  linen — the  fiik,  glafies,  pots,  or  porcelain  of  fueh  a 
town  as  Lodi,  ever  yet  equalled  this  exhibition  of  butter  and  cheefe.  Water, 
clover,  cows,  cheefe,  money,  and  mufic  ! Thefe  are  the  combinations — that 
firing  Italian  nerves  to  enjoyment,  and  give  leffons  of  government  to  northern 
politicians.  The  evening  w7ould  have  been  delicious  to  me,  if  I had  had  my, 
little  girl  with,  me  y I could  not  help  picturing  her  by  my  fide,  fuppofing  the. 
expreflions  of  her  pleafure,  and  giving  an  imaginary  prefence  to  her  fmiles,  her 
enquiries,  and  her  enjoyment.  In  truth  it  was  better  adapted  to  her  age  than; 
to  mine. 2.Q  miles. 


The  1 2th.  X had  brought  a letter  to  a. Signore  Mayer,  lieutenant  of  dragoons,, 
who  yefterday,  when  I waited  on  him,  introduced  me  to  the  Cavaliere  Don. 
Bafiia.no  Bona  Noma,  who  promifed  to  find  .a  perfon.  this  morning  for,  conduct- 
ing me  to  a celebrated  dairy  of  his  near  Lodi.;  he  was  as.  good  as  his  word,  and 
by  his  means  I was  introduced  into  two  dairies,  one  of  90  cows,  and  afiifted. 
in ; making  the  cheefe,.  In. the  afternoon. to  Codogno,  through  fifteen  miles  of 
dead  flat,  of  a lingular  afpeCt it  is  interfered  by  ditches,  without  hedges,  but 
a.  row  of  pollard  poplars  .and  willows  on  each  fide.  The  heads  of  thefe  trees  - 
form. a woodland,  as  the  fields,  are.  very  fmall,  and  looking  through  the  items, 
under  the  covert  of  their  heads,  is  fbmething  like  the  prints  I have  feen  of  the 
fprefis  of  TatTo,  but  without,  the  wildnefs  or  enchantment.  The  inhabitants 
here  are  neither  witches,  nymphs,  nor  knights,  but.  cows  and.  frogs. : the  mufic 
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of  the  latter  not  quite  fo  agreeable  as  laft  night’s  warblings  of  Senefino.  In  truth 
this  country  is  better  for  thefe  two  animals  than  for  man.  The  whole  is  a water 
fpunge  the  ditches  innumerable  now  water,  now  mud ; the  climate  hot ; 
and  ventilation  excluded  by  a croud  of  aquatics.  I figured  ficknefs  and  difeafe 
in  every  quarter  : and  the  want  of  fcattered  habitations  renders  the  whole  filent 
and  foiitary,  in  fpite  of  a confiderable  population,  that  is  concealed  by  the  endlefs 
pollards.  Willows,  ditches,  mud,  and  frogs  ! thefe  are  features  in  perfect 
contrail:  to  the  fcenes  of  laft  night ! yet  they  are  attended  by  a fertility  that 
gives  warbling  to  the  throat,  and  quivering  to  the  fantaftic  toe  of  beauty.  At 
Codogno  waited  on  Signore  Bignami,  a confiderable  cheefe- merchant.  I was 
in  luck ; a numerous  company  fpent  the  evening  with  him,  from  whom  he 
feleCted  a party  well  acquainted  with  grafs  and  cows  ; ana  retiring  into  another 
apartment,  they  had  the  goodnefs,  with  him  and  his  fon,  to  dedicate  fome  time 
to  the  fatisfying  of  my  enquiries ; and  I fhould  be  very  backward  if  I did  not  ob- 
ferve  that  the  free  and  agreeable  manner  in  which  they  did  it,  proves  equally 
their  liberality  and  politenefs.  Codogno  is  a neat  little  town  of  about  eight 
thoufand  people.  And  note  (for  the  thing  is  extraordinary),  an  opera  here  too 
another  new  built  theatre,  of  this  year.  It  is  notfo  large,  or  fo  much  decorated 
as  that  of  Lodi,  hut  the  form  is  more  pleafmg  and  more  commodious ; it  is  more 
circular.  There  are  apartments  contiguous  for  the  firft  lingers  and  dancers* 
communicating  with  a noble  inn,  the  albergo  del  teatro.- 15  miles. 

The  1 3th.  This  morning  Signore  Bignami  had  kindly  appointed  for  examining 
one  of  the  principal  dairies  in  the  country,  noted  for  making  good  cheefej  fortu- 
nately the  farmer  proved  communicative  and  liberal, — conducted  us  to  the  fcene 
of  adion  very  readily,  and  direded  his  dairy-man  to  anfwer  my  enquiries.  We 
attended  the  making  of  a cheefe,  and  then  walked  over  the  farm : the  farmers 
feem  much  at  their  eafe.  Take  leave  of  my  very  friendly  conductors,  and 
reach  Crema,  in  the  Venetian  date.  Here  alfo  a new-built  opera-houfe,  and 
the  Mara  from  London  firft  finger  ; they  did  not  appear  to  relilli  too  much  her 
altitudes  of  divifion, — yet  fhe  was  coniiderably  applauded.  Great  powers  in 
fixaging,  when  much  exerted  in  difficult  paflages,  furprize  much  more  than 
they  pleafe.  The  airs  that  touch  the  heart,  are  what  the  poet  calls  lengthened 
fweetnefs  long  drawn  out , that  breathe  a continuity  of  melody,  flowing,  not 
broken  notes.  The  number  of  theatres  in  this  part  of  Italy  is  afioniffiing  : two 
great  ones  at  Milan ; in  twenty  miles,  another,  at  Lodi ; in  fifteen,  one  way, 
Codogno  ; in  ten,  another,  Crema  ; in  ten,  another,  Plailance,  &c.- — yet  trade 
and  manufacture  are  very  inconfiderable. — — 16  miles. 

The  14th.  To  Lodi,  through  ten  miles  more  of  the  lame  country  1 bad  road 
through  the  fiate  of  Venice ; but  the  moment  you  enter  the  Milanefe,  you  And 
an  excellent  one.  Return  to  Milan,— — miles, 
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The  15th.  The  country  continues  flat,  much  of  it  watered,  but  without 
fuch  exertions  as  to  Lodi  5 all  a crouded  fcene  of  willows.  Vaprio,  where  we 
flopped,  is  a poor  place,  with  a dirty,  miferable,  wretched  inn  : here  I am  in  a 
chamber,  that  finks  my  fpirits  as  I fit  and  look  around  me ; my  pen,  ink,  and 
tablets,  are  ufelefs  before  me ; I want  them  for  two  or  three  fubjedls  that  have 
pafTed  acrofs  my  mind  in  the  journey,  but  I can  do  nothing ; to  arrange  ten 
words  with  propriety,  is  an  infurmountable  effort.  I never  in  my  life  wrote 
three  lines  to  pleafe  myfelf,  when  the  circumflances  around  were  untoward  or 
difagreeable ; a clean,  neat  apartment,  a good  fire,  fomething  to  eat  better  than 
pafle-foup,  with  tolerable  wine,  give  a lightnefs  to  the  bofom,  and  a facility  to 
the  ideas.  I have  not  yet  read  any  of  the  Abbate  Amoretti’s  pieces  ; but  if  he 
writes  badly  in  that  elegant  apartment,  and  with  all  the  circumflances  of  eafe 
and  luxury  around  him,  I fhall  not  have  fo  good  an  opinion  of  his  head,  as  I 
think  I fhall  always  have  of  his  heart.  This  chamber  of  Vaprio  is  contrail 
fufficient  to  his  in  the  Palazzo  Cufani.  I cannot  write,  fo  much  neflle  in  this 
nidus  of  fleas  and  bugs,  which  they  call  a bed. 20  miles. 

The  10th.  So  much  rain  has  fallen  in  the  night,  that  the  Adda  has  rifeit 
too  much  to  permit  a carriage  to  reach  the  ferry ; we  waited,  therefore,  four 
hours  till  the  water  funk.  This  is  a circumflance  to  which  a traveller  is  liable 
every  day  in  Italy ; for  the  rivers  are  fo  little  under  command,  that  a night’s 
heavy  rain  will  flop  him.  An  impatient  traveller,  waiting  on  the  banks  of  a 
river  for  the  water’s  flowing,  might,  by  equal  genius,  be  fet  off  as  well  in  poetry, 
as  a patient  one  is  reprefented  expecting  till  all  was  paffed. — -The  environs  of 
the  Adda  here  are  fine ; on  the  fide  of  the  Vaprio,  high  land,  that  commands 
the  wooded  vale.  Arrive,  at  lafl,  at  Bergamo.  I had  a letter  to  Dr.  Mai- 
roni  da  Ponte,  fecretary  of  the  academy  of  Bergamo,  to  whom  I went  diredtly. 
I mounted  a fleep  hill  into  the  city,  which  is  on  the  top  of  it,  and  fearched 
hard  for  the  dodlor ; after  examining  leveral  flreets,  a lady  from  a window, 
who  feemed  to  pity  my  perplexity  (for  I had  been  conducted  to  three  or  four 
flreets  in  vain),  informed  me,  that  he  was  in  the  country,— but  that  if  I re- 
turned in  the  morning,-  I ibould  have  a chance  of  feeing  him.  What  a black, 
dirty,  funking,  difma!  place  ! I flared  at  fome  well  dreffed  people  I met,  won- 
dering what  they  had  to  do  there ; thanking  my  flars  that  I w?as  not  an  inhabi- 
tant of  Bergamo  ; foolifhly  enough,  as  if  it  were  the  brick  and  mortar  of  a place 
that  give  felicity,  and  not  the  connections  foraied  from  infancy,  and  matured 
by  habit. 12  miles. 

The  17th.  Mount  the  hill  again,  in  fearch  for  Signore  Maironi  $ and  hearing 
he  has  a brother,  to  find  him,  fhould  I fail.  I repaired  to  the  flreet  where  the 
lady  gave  me  information  the  night  before ; fhe  was  luckily  at  her  window,  but  the 
intelligence  crcfs  to  my  wifhes,  for  both  the  brothers  were  in  the  country  ; I need 
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not  go  to  the  door,  fhe  faid,  for  there  were  no  fervants  in  the  houfe.  The  dufk 
of  the  evening  in  this  dark  town  had  lafl  night  veiled  the  fair  incognita , but  look- 
ing a fecond  time  now,  I found  her  extremely  pretty,  with  a pair  of  eyes  that  fnone 
in  unifon  with  fomething  better  than  a ftreet  of  Bergamo,  She  afked me  kindly 
after  my  bufinefs,  Spero  che  non  e un  gran  mancamento  f words  of  no  import, 
but  uttered  with  a fweetnefs  of  voice  that  rendered  the  pooreft  monofyllable  in- 
terefting.  I told  her,  that  the  bofom  mud:  be  cold,  from  which  her  prefence  did 
not  banifh  all  feeling  of  difappointment.  It  was  impoftible  not  to  fay  fome- 
thinga  little  beyond  common  thanks.  She  bowed  in  return  ; and  I thought  I 
* read  in  her  expreflive  eyes,  that  I had  not  offended ; I was  encouraged  to  afk 
the  favour  of  Signore  Maironi’s  adarefs  in  the  country- — Con  gran  piacere  ve  lo 
darb. — I took  a card  from  my  pocket;  but  her  window  was  rather  too  high  to 
hand  it.  I looked  at  the  door:  Forzi  e aperta. — Credo  che  si,  fhe  replied.  If 
the  reader  be  an  electrician,  and  have  flown  a kite  in  a thunder-fform,  he  will 
know,  that  when  the  atmofphere  around  him  becomes  highly  electric,  and  his 
danger  increafes,  if  he  do  not  quickly  remove,  there  is  a cobweb  fenfation  in  the 
air,  as  if  he  was  inclofed  in  an  invifible  net  of  the  filmiefl  gammer.  My  atmof- 
phere, at  this  moment,  had  feme  refemhlance  to  it : I had  taken  two  fteps  to 
the  door,  when  a gentleman  pafiing,  opened  it  before  me,  and  flood  upon  the 
threfhold.  It  was  the  lady’s  hufband ; fhe  was  in  the  paifage  behind,  and  I was 
in  the  flreet  before  him,  fhe  faid,  Ecco  un  Signore  Inglefe  che  ha  hifogno  d'una- 
direzione  a Sig.  Mairioni.  The  hufband  anfwered  politely,  that  he  would  give  it, 
and,  taking  paper  and  pencil  from  his  pocket,  wrote  and  gave  it  me.  Nothing  was 
ever  done  fo  concifely : I looked  at  him  afkance,  and  thought  him  one  of  the 
ugliefl  fellows  I had  ever  feen.  An  ill-natured  by-flander  would  have  faid, 
that  his  prefence  prevented  a farming  from  becoming  a fentimental  traveller. 
Certain  it  is,  one  now  and  then  meets  with  terrible  eyes  in  Italy ; in  the  north 
of  Europe  they  have  attractive  powers ; here  they  have  every  fort  of  power;  the 
fphere  of  the  activity  of  an  eye  beam  is  enlarged,  and  he  who  travels  as  I do  for 
the  plough,  muft  take  care,  as  I fliall  in  future,  to  keep  out  of  the  reach  of  it. 
From  the  ramparts  of  the  town,  below  the  houfe  of  the  count  de  Brembate, 
there  is  a profpeCt  of  fertile  land,  hardly  to  be  equalled.  In  front,  to  the 
fouth,  a range  of  Appenines  rifes  above  the  fog,  that  hangs  over  a part  of 
the  plain.  To  the  weft,  an  immenfe  curve  of  the  Alps,  that  bound  the 
Milanefe  and  Piedmont  ; their  heads  uninterruptedly  in  fnow,  from  one  of  the 
fineft  mountain-harriers  to  be  imagined.  To  the  eaft,  the  view  an  unbroken, 
unlimited  level.  This  vaft  plain,  at  one’s  feet,  feems  a level  wood,  with  towns., 
churches,  towers,  and  houfes.  Near  Bergamo,  the  angle  of  vifion  permits  the 
folds  to  be  feen,  and  therefore  more  picturefque.  Simular  features  muft  give 
fimilar  profpects,  this  refembies  that  of  the  Superga.  It  is  as  hot  to-day,  and 
every  day  of  fun-fhine,  as  in  England  in  June, 
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The  1 8th.  Yeflerday  I agreed  with  a vetturino , to  take  me  this  morning, 
at  fix  o’clock,  to  Brefcia  ; but  not  being  perfectly  well,  I infilled  that  he  Ihould 
not  come  for  me  without  his  vet t lira,  nor  before  the  time.  The  rafcal  knocked 
me  up  at  five,  and  then  without  the  carriage;  it  was  only  four  fieps,  he  faid, 
and  wanted  to  hurry  away  my  trunk.  I begin  to  know  them,  and  therefore 
lfeadily  refufed  to  ffcir  ; after  much  vain  perfuafion,  away  they  went,  and  in  three 
quarters  of  an  hour  returned.  The  fellow  drove  me  a full  mile  and  half,  on  the 
road  to  Brefcia,  to  an  inn,  where  there  was  another  vetturino , to  whom  he  had 
fold  me  ; and  there  I found  myfelf,  packed  with  three  other  perfons,  in  the  word 
place ; to  the  contrary  of  all  which  the  fcoundrel  had  figned  an  agreement.  My 
, expressions  of  anger  only  got  me  laughed  at.  The  world  has  not  fuch  a fet  of 
villains  as  thefe  vetturini.  I have  read  guides  and  directories,  and  travels,  that 
fpeak  of  this  way  of  journeying  as  pafiable  ;— if  not  good,  very  bearable ; but 
they  mud  be  very  partial,  or  very  carelefs,  if  they  mention  them  without  indig- 
nation. Their  carriages  are  wretched,  open,  crazy,  jolting,  dirty  dung- carts ; 
and  as  to  their  horfes,  I thought,  till  I law  them,  that  the  Irifh  garrans  had  no 
rivals  on  the  globe ; but  the  cavalli  di  vetturini  convinced  me  of  the  error.  My 
company  were  two  merchant-like  people,  and  a young  man  going  to  the  uni- 
veriity  of  Padua ; the  two  fird  repeating  prayers,  and  counting  beads.  How  the 
country  came  to  be  well  irrigated,  is  a queftion  ? Pater-noders  will  neither  dig 
canals,  nor  make  cheefe. — -—32  miles. 

The  19th.  I had  letters  for  Signore  Pilati,  fecretary  to  the  fociety  of  agri- 
culture ; he  was  in  the  country  at  his  brother’s  farm,  whither  I went  with 
pleafure  : he  was  to  introduce  me  to  count  Corniano,  the  prefident,  but  he  is 
abfent,  twenty  miles  out  of  my  road.  In  the  evening,  to  the  opera ; the  houfe 
large,  but  ugly  : the  Avara , badly  adied ; and  the  tade  of  the  audience  (the  pit, 
not  the  boxes,  fhew  a nation)  dill  worfe.  Puns,  conceits,  didortions,  and  ex- 
aggerated action,  gained  great  applaud.  A child,  telling  his  name,  of  ten  or  a 
dozen  hard  fyllables,  and  an  exaggerated  mimickry  of  attempting  to  repeat  them, 
were  encored  more  violently  than  the  fined  airs  would  have  been.  This  depra- 
vity of  national  tade  is  amazing,  amongd  a people  that  have  produced  fuch 
proofs  of  genius  in  ajmod  every  walk  of  life. 

The  20th.  After  a repetition  of  the  old- plagues,  to  find  a vetturino  for 
Verona,  agree  at  lad  at  the  extravagant  price  of  33  lire . Depart,  afterdinner, 
with  a young  woman  and  a boy  of  eight  or  nine  years  old.  She  had  not  two 
ideas  beyond  her  fnuff-box,  and  a crucifix.  I have  no  opinion  of  Venetian 
police,  from  the  villainous  roads  through  all  their  territory ; they  confid  every 
where  of  great  dones,  broken  pavements,  or  mud.  The  country  is  not  near  fo 
rich  as  the  Milanefe,  but  all  thickly  inclofed  with  hedges,  full  of  mulberries;  and 
incumbered,  to  ufe  Profeffor  Symonds’s  jud  exprefiion,  with  pollards  for  train- 
ing vines.  Reach  Defenzano  in  the  dark.  What  my  religious  companion  did 
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with  herfelf,  I know  not ; I flipped  alone,  thanking  God  (he  had  not  the 
eyes  of  the  Bergamafque  fair.  In  the  night,  I thought  the  noife  of  water  was 
different  from  that  of  a flream,  and  opening  the  windows  in  the  morning,  found 
it  the  waves  of  a fine  lake.  The  Lago  di  Garda  was  out  of  my  recollection. 
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The  2 1 ft.  Coafi:  the  lake,  with  good  views  of  it  for  feveral  miles.  F rom  Brefcia 
to  Verona,  but  efpeciaily  to  Defenzano,  I believe  there  are  fifty  erodes  by  the 
fide  of  the  road  for  deaths.  When  a perfon  is  murdered,  they  fet  up  a crofs  for  the 
good  of  his  foul.  They  had  better  infiitute  a police  for  that  of  his  body.  What 
a fcandal  to  a government  are  fuch  proofs  of  their  negligence ! yet  that  of  Venice 
is  called  a wife  one. — Impafiable  roads,  towns  unlighted,  and  a full  harvefl  of 
affaffi nations  with  men  counting  their  beads,  and  women  eroding  themfelves, 
are  the  chief  figns  of  wifdom  I have  yet  feen.  Arrive  at  Verona  in  time  to  de- 
liver a letter  to  Signore  Cagniola,  aftronomer  and  fecretary  of  the  Agrarian  So- 
ciety: this  inufl  be  a pretty  inftitution,  a fociety  of  farmers,  with  an  aftronomer 
for  their  fecretary.  He  introduced  me  at  the  coifee-houfe  of  the  Piazza 
to  fome  lovers  of  agriculture  ; and  made  an  appointment  with  the  prefident  of 
the  fociety  for  to-morrow. 25  miles. 

The  22d.  Ill  luck:  the  prefident  is  obliged  to  go  into  the  country;  andhe 
thinks  me,  I fiippofe,  like  Italian  theorifis,  tied  to  a town.  Signore  Cagni- 
©la  directed  his  fervant  to  fhew  me  to  the  houfe  of  Signore  Michael  Angelo 
Locate! li,  to  whom  he  had  named  the  objedt  of  my  journey  lafl  night.  I 
found  this  gentleman,  who  is  engaged  in  commerce,  but  who  has  two  farms 
in  his  hands,,  ready  to  converfe  with  me  on  the  fubjedt  of  my  enquiries ; of 
Signore  Cagniola,  I law  or  heard  no  more.  I felt  myfelf  uncomfortable  at 
V erona,  till  I had  feen  the  amphitheatre,  which  is  in  truth  a noble  remain  of 
antiquity,  folid  and  magnificent  enough  yet  to  lair  perhaps  fome  thoufands  of 
years  1 that  of  Nifmes,  cluttered  up  with  houies,  mud  not  be  named  with  this,. 
As  I flood  on  the  verge  of  this  noble  building,  I could  not  but  contemplate  in 
idea,  the  mnumera  ole  crouds  of  people  who  had  been  fpedtators  of  the  feenes- 
exhibited  in  it:,  the  reflection  was  attended  with  what  is  to  me  a melancholy 
imDrefiion — the  utter  oblivion,  in  which  fuch  hefts  are  now  loft ! time  has- 
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fivveot  their  memories  from  the  earth — has  left  them  no  traces  in  the  records  of 
mankind  yet  here  were  wit  and  beauty,  wealth  and  power ; the  vibrations  of 

hope  and  fear  ; the  agitations  of  exertion  and  enterprize all  buried  in  the 

filenceof  feventeen  hundred  years! — I read  the  works  of  fo  few  poets,  that 
I know  not  if  the  idea  of  fuch  oblivion  have  been  to  them  as  melancholy  as  it  is 
to  me ; if  fo,  they  have  doubtlefs  given  energy  to  the  fentiment,  by  the  force, 
and  beauty  of  their  expreffions. 

The  23d.  This  morning,  I took. a cicerone  to  attend  me. to  view  churches* 
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and  palaces,  an  uncomfortable  method,  but  when  a traveller  has  one  principal  pur- 
fuit,  fuch  fecondary  objects  mud  give  way.  The  great  fault  here,  as  every 
• where  elfe,  is  being  carried  to  too  many  things.  Nothing  dirikes  more  at  Ve- 
rona than  the  works  of  an  architect,  whofe  name  is  little  known  in  England, 
San.  Michael  Michieli ; they  are  of  diffingubhed  merit,  and  mud;  pleafe  every 
eye.  The  chapel  of  the  Pellegrini  family,  in  the  Bernardine  church,  and 
the  rotunda  of  St.  Georgio,  are  beautiful  edifices.  There  is  fomething  lingular 
in  the  Palazzo  Bevilaqua,  an  idea  which  might  have  been  copied  ' with  more 
fuccefs,  than  many  others  that  have  been  repeated  often.  The  Palazzo  di  Con- 
liglio  is  fimple  and-  elegant,  and  prefents  one  of  the  mofl  pleafing  examples  of 
an  arcade,  for  a ftreet  or  fquare.  The  theatre  is  large,  but  nothing  after  Milan, 
My  expences  at  Brefcia,  and  at  Verona  are,  dinner  3 pauls , fupper  2,  chamber  2 ; 
which,  at  3d.  Englifh,  are  2s.  nd.  a-day;  and  as  I have  rooms  not  at  all 
bad,  good  beds,  and  am  as  well  ferved  at  the  meals  as  I require,  it  is  remark- 
ably cheap. 

The  24th.  The  country  to  Vicenza  is  all  flat,  and  moftly  of  a fingular  face,* 
rows  of  elm  and  maple  pollards,  with  vines  trained  up,  and  from  tree  to  tree  ; 
between  the  rows  arable.  This  fyftem  is  not  difagreeable  till  it  grows  tedious 
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to  the  eye.- 32niiles. 

The  25th.  Wait  on  Count  Tiene,  to  whom  I had  a recommendation;  he 
opened  the  letter,  but  found  it  was  to  another  Count  Tiene,  who  lived  in  the 
country,  near  Vicenza ; reading  in  it,  however,  fome  expreffions  of  commen- 
dation, which  friends  are  apt  to  ufe  in  fuch  letters,  he,  with  great  eafe  and 
politenefs,  as  he  returned  me  the  paper,  offered  me  any  affidance  in  his  power: 

Yours,  Sir,  is  an  errand  that  ought  to  recommend  you  to  all  mankind ; and 
if  you  find  the  lead;  difficulties  with  others,  I beg  you  will  return  to  this  houfe,” 
tvhich  is  one  of  thePalazzi  di  Palladio.  I waited  then  on  the  Abbate  Pierro- 
pan,  profeffor  of  phyfics  and  mathematics.  He  had  the  diredtion,  for  fome 
years,  of  the  ceconomical  garden,  given  by  the  date  for  experiments  in  agricul- 
ture, now  in  the  hands  of  the  Agrarian  Academy : he  received  me  with  great 
politenefs ; and  not  only  expreffed  every  wifh  to  affid  me,  but  entered  imme- 
diately on  the  budnefs,  by  propofing  a walk  to  call  on  the  Count  de  Boning, 
prefident  of  that  academy,  in  our  way  to  the  garden.  I have  a poor  opinion  of 
all  thefe  edablifhments  on  a fmall  fcale;  in  any  hands,  they  are  not  calculated 
to  do  much ; and  in  hands  not  truly  practical,  they  are  calculated  to  do  nothing. 
The  Count  de  Boning,  finding  that  I wifhed  to  converfe  with  fome  real  common 
farmers,  appointed  the  afternoon  for  going  into  the  country,  about  three  miles, 
to  a farm  of  his,  where  I fhould  find  an  intelligent  perfon:  he  then  took  his  leave 
for  the  prefent, — and  Signore  Pierropan  and  myfelf  proceeded  to  the  villa  of  the 
Count  de  Tiene;  as  he  was  abfent  for  an  hour  only,  we  employed  that  time 
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in  walking  a little  further,  to  view  the  celebrated  rotunda  of  Palladio,  belonging 
to  Count  Capra,  one  of  the  three  greateft  works  of  that  great  genius  they  pcf- 
fels  at  Vicenza.  It  is  of  a beautiful  mean,  between  decoration  and  fimplicity ; 
the  distribution  feems  a new  and  original  thought,  much  more  adapted,  how- 
ever, to  Italy  than  to  England  ; for,  in  the  fpace  of  one  hundred  Vicentine  feet, 
we  might,  relatively  to  our  climate  and  manners,  have  a houfe  far  exceeding  it. 
I am  concerned  to  fee  fo  delicious  a morfel  buffered  to  go  much  to  decay ; the 
plaifler  on  the  brick  columns  is  wearing  off,  and  other  negledt  vifible.  The 
beauty  of  the  environs  of  Vicenza  exceeds  any  thing  I have  been  in  Italy, 
viewed  from  the  hill  on  which  thefe  houfes,  and  the  church  Santa  Maria  del 
Monte,  are  fituated ; the  city  in  the  rich  plain,  and  the  hills  Spread  with  white 
buildings,  crowned  by  the  Alps,  are  fine.  The  Count  daTiene,  with  the  afiiSt- 
ance  of  another  nobleman,  of  more  experience,  who  happened  to  be  prefen?, 
gave  me  fome  information,  relative  to  the  part  of  the  Vicentine  in  which 
their  eflates  are  fituated.  Quitting  him,  I begged  the  Abbate  Pierrepan 
to  favour  me  with  his  company  at  dinner,  by  which  means  I had  the  benefit  of 
his  converfation  fo  much  longer  on  the  favourite  topic.  The  Abbate  de  Traico, 
vice-prefident  of  the  academy,  joined  us.  After  dinner,  according  to  appoint- 
ment, to  the  Count  de  Boning,  wThofe  coach  was  ready,  ‘and  carried  us  to  the 
farm.  Fortunately  the  farmer,  a fenfible  and  intelligent  man,  was  ready  to  an- 
fwer  all  fuch  enquiries  as  I put  to  him.  At  night,  returned  to  the  city,  after  a 
rich  day,  that  pays  for  the  trouble  of  travelling. 

The  26th.  My  friendly  Abbate,  continuing  his  obliging  offices,  had  the  good- 
nefs  to  accompany  me  this  morning  to  a very  famous  woollen  fabric,  at  prefent 
under  the  direction  of  an  Englishman ; and  to  a magazine  of  earthen-ware,  in  imi- 
tation of  Mr.  Wedgwood.  It  is  furely  a triumph  of  the  arts  in  England,  to  fee  in 
Italy  Etrufcan  forms  copied  from  Englifh  models.  It  is  a better  imitation  than 
many  I have  feen  in  France.  View  the  Olympic  theatre  of  Palladio,  which  pleafes 
all  the  world;  nothing  can  be  more  beautiful  than  the  form,  or  more  elegant 
than  the  eolonade  that  furrounds  it.  Of  all  his  works  here,  I like  the  Palazzo 
Barbarana  leaf!:.  I am  Sorry  to  fee,  that  moft  of  Palladio’s  edifices  are  of 
bricks  fiuccoed,  except  the  Palazzo  Ragione,  which  is  of  durable  fione ; 
and  that  there  is  hardly  one  of  them  which  is  not  out  of  repair.  The  roof  of  the 
Palazzo  di  Ragione,  which  muff  offend  every  eye,  is  not  of  Palladio ; only 
the  cafe  of  arcades  that  furround  the  building,  which  is  one  vafl  room  of  two 
hundred  feet  by  eighty,  ufed  for  the  courts  of  juftice,  and  alfo  as  a common 
jakes  by  the  mob,  and  dreadfully  garnifhed.  A pretty  ufe  to  which  to  apply  an 
edifice  of  Palladio.  The  brick  columns  of  this  great  architect  are  of  the  fineSc 
work  I ever  faw ; and  fome  of  the  ftucco  but  now  failing,  after  two  hundred 
years.  At  Verona  and  Vicenza,  there  are  very  few  new  houfes,  and  no  figns, 
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that  I could  fee,  of  the  wealth  and  profperity  of  the  prefent  age.  There  are 
exceptions,  but  they  are  few.  A filk  merchant  here  has  built  a good  houfe ; 
and  Signore  Cordelina,  an  advocate  at  Venice,  a large  and  handfome  one,  that 
coft  1 00,000  ducats,  without  being  finifhed : he  made  his  fortune  by  pleading. 

The  27th.  To  Padua.  The  country,  which  has  been  called  a garden  by 
travellers,  not  at  all  better  cultivated  than  before,  but  deeper  and  richer.  The 
fame  flat,  lined  into  rows  of  pollards  and  vines  in  the  fame  manner  ; very  little 
irrigation,  except  feme  rice.  Waited  on  Signore  i\rduino,  experimenter  in 
agriculture,  on  a farm,  or  rather  a garden,  of  twelve  acres,  given  by  the  ftate. 
I had  heard  much  of  this  (economical  garden,  and  of  the  great  number  of  ufe- 
ful  experiments  made  in  it ; fo  much,  indeed,  that  it  weighed  confiderably 
with  me  in  the  arrangement  of  my  journey j Venice  was  no  objedt ; and  I 
could  not,  if  I .took  Padua,  have  time  for  the  Pontine  marfhes  and  Rome, 
which,  by  the  diredt  road,  I could  have  reached  from  Milan ; but  an  experi- 
mental farm,  the  firft  I was  allured  in  Europe,  and  which  had  thrown  light 
on  various  important  enquiries,  was  an  objedl  which  I ought,  as  a farming 
traveller,  to  prefer  to  any  city,  and  I determined  accordingly.  Signore  Arduino 
received  me  politely,  and  appointed  to-morrow  for  that  gratification.  At  night 
to  the  opera,  the  Due  Baroni , of  Cimarofa,  whole  malic  to  me  has  always 
fomething  original  and  pleafing ; but  though  the  parts  were  not  ill  performed, 
and  the  orcheftra  powerful,  yet  the  houfe  being  almofl:  empty, — and  tfiofe  in  it 
wearing  fuch  a fhabby  appearance,  and  all  the  muficians  fo  dirty  and  undreffed, 
that  I felt  here,  what  I have  often  done  before,  that  half  the  charms  of  a theatre 

depend  on  the  audience; — one  mult  be  in  good  humour- a certain  exhilaration 

muft  be  fpringing  in  the  bofom;  willingnefs  to  enjoy  mult  be  expanded  into 
enjoyment,  ,hy  the  fympathy  of  furrounding  objects.  Pleafure  is  caught  from 
eyes  that  fparkle  with  the  expectation  of  being  pleafed.  Empty  boxes,  and  a 
dirty  pit,  with  a theatre  but  half  lighted,  made  the  mufic,  with  all  its  gaiety, 

f ombre ; I left  Gnlieimis  Baflorelia  mobile , for  the  filerxce  of  my  chamber.- — 

21  miles. 


The  28  th.  In  the  morning,  viewing  buildings,  of  which  fome  are  worth  the 
trouble  : then  to  deliver  letters,  but  I was  not  fortunate  in  finding  Mellieurs 
the  profeficrs  at  home : Signore  Arduino  was  fo  by  appointment,  and  {hewed 
me  the  experimental  farm,  as  it  ought  to  be  called,  for  he  is  profefibr  of 
practical  agriculture  in  this  celebrated  univerfity.  I will  enter  into  no  detail  of 
what  I faw  here.  I made  my  bow  to  the  profeiTor ; and  only  thought,  that  his 
experiments  were  hardly  worth  giving  up  the  capital  of  the  world.  If  I keep 
my  refolutien,  this  (hall  be  the  lair  (Economical  garden  that  I will  ever  go  near. 
Among  the  buildings  I viewed  to-day,  I was  much  Truck  with  the  churcia 
Santa  Juftina ; though  built  in  no  perfect  ffyle,  it  has,  on  entering,  an  efieft 
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tmufiially  impofing.  It  is  clean,  and  well  kept;  the  pavement  a very  fine  one 
of  marble — and  the  magnitude  being  confiderable,  forms,  on  the  whole,  a/plen- 
did  coup  dd  ceil . That  of  St.  Anthony  is  little,  on  comparifon,  and  made  lefs  bv 
multiplied  divifions  and  numerous  decorations.  Numbers  we're  on  their  knees 
before  the  fainted  fhrine,  to  which  millions  have  reforted.  Here  mingled  faith, 
folly,  and  enthuiiafm,  have  fought  confolation,  and  found  more  than  they  me- 
rited. The  Palazzo  di  Configlio,  which  we  fhould  call  the  town-hall,  is  one 
of  the  greateft — if  not  the  greateft  room  in  Europe.  It  is  three  hundred  feet 
long,  and  one  hundred  broad ; it  does  not  want  the  excrementitious  garniture  of 
that  of  Vicenza. 

The  29th.  Waited,  by  appointment,  on  Signore  Carbury,  profelTor  of  chy- 
rniftry ; a lively  pleafing  man,  with  whom  I wifhed  to  converfe  a little  on  the 
application  of  his  faience  to  agriculture;  but  that  was  not  eafy.  Politics  came 
acrofs  hum,  in  which  I happened  to  mention  the  extraordinary  profperity  of 
England  fince  the  American  war ; and  he  took  the  clue,  and  conducted  it 
through  fuch  a labyrinth  of  admirals,  generals,  red  hot  halls,  and  floating  bat- 
teries:— Rodney,  Elliot,  Necker,  and  Catherine,  with  Lord  knows  what  de- 
rides, that  I thought  he  meant  to  make  a tour  as  great  as  Mr.  Wraxabs.  He 
however  gave  me  a note  to  the  celebrated  aftronomer,  Signore  Toaldo,  to  whom 
I wanted  an  introduction,  and  whofe  obfervatory  I viewed.  He  afiiired  me,  that 
he  continues  firmly  of  the  fame  opinion,  of  which  he  has  always  been,  relative 
to  the  influence  of  the  moon  on  our  feafons,  and  the  importance  of  attending  to 
the  lunar  period  of  eighteen  years.  I begged  the  titles  of  his  memoirs,  as  I had 
yet  procured  only  his  Meteorologia  applicata  all' Agricolt ur a ; he  faid,  the  others 
were  difficult  tp  find,  but  he  would  give  me  them.  For  this  generous  offer, 
I exprefied  my  warmed:  thanks,  and  readily  accepted  it.  On  defcending  into  his 
library,  he  prefented  me  with  the  fuppiement  to  what  I had;  and  alfo  his  tract, 
Della  Vera  Influenza,  &c.  After  fome  other  converfation,  he  told  me,  the 
price  was  8 lire,  and  the  fuppiement,  30  floldi.  I was  at  a lofs  to  know  what  he 
meant,  by  telling  me  the  price  of  his  book ; for,  to  offer  him  money,  would,  I 
feared,  affront  him.  After  fome  minutes,  he  again  reminded  me,  that  the  price 
was  9 1 lire  : on  which  I took  out  my  purfe.  The  Vera  Influenza,  he  faid,  was 
only  6 lire ; but  being  fcarce,  he  mint  have  eight  for  it,  which,  with  3 oh  for 
the  other,  made  pf  liv.  I paid  him,  and  took  my  leave.  There  was  not  the 
leaft  reafon  to  expect  Signore  Toaldo  to  make  me,  an  utter  ftranger,  a prefent 
of  a farthing;  but  his  manner  made  me  fmrle.  I had  left  a letter  yefterday  at 
the  houfe  of  the  Ahbate  Fortis,  well  known  in  England  by  his  travels  in  Dal- 
matia ; to-day  I received  a vifit  from  him.  He  has  that  livelinefs  and  vivacity 
which  difting-uifh  his  nation ; was  oolite  in  his  offers  of  fervice,  and  entered  into 
converfation  concerning  the  vines  of  his  country.  He  travelled,  many  years 
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ago,  with  Lord  Briftol  and  ProfefTor  Symonds ; and  I was  glad  to  find,  that 
he  fpoke  as  handfomely  of  them  both,  as  I have  heard  them  both  mention 
him. 

This  is  the  third  evening  I have  fpent  by  myfelf  at  Padua,  with  five  letters 
to  it ; I do  not  even  hint  any  reproach  in  this,*  they  are  wife,  and  I do  truly  com- 
mend their  good  fenfe : I condemn  nobody  but  myfelf,  who  have,  for  fifteen 
or  twenty  years  pail,  whenever  a foreigner  brings  me  a letter,  which  fome  hun- 
dreds have  done — given  him  an  Englifii  welcome,  for  as  many  days  as  he  would 
favour  me  with  his  company,  and  fought  no  other  pleafure  but  to  make  my 
houie  agreeable.  Why  I make  this  minute  at  Padua,  I know  not ; for  it  has 
not  been  peculiar  to  that  place,  but  to  feven-eighths  of  all  I have  been  at  in 
Italy.  I have  miftaken  the  matter  through  life  abundantly — and  find  that  fo- 
reigners underftand  this  point  incomparably  better  than  we  do.  I am,  how- 
ever, afraid  that  I fhall  not  learn  enough  of  them  to  adopt  their  cuftoms,  but 
continue  thofie  of  our  own  nation. 


The  30th.  I had  been  fo  fick  of  vetturini , that  I was  glad  to  find  there  was 
a covered  pafiage  boat  that  goes  regularly  to  Venice;  I did  not  expect  much  from 
it,  and  therefore  was  not  difappointed  to  find  a jumble  of  all  forts  of  people ; ex- 
cept thofe  of  fortune.  There  were  churchmen,  two  or  three  officers,  and  fome 
others,  better  drefied  than  I ftiould  have  looked  for,  for  in  Italy  people  are 
obliged  to  be  (Economical.  At  Dolo,  the  half  way  place,  I formed,  for  dinner,  a 
little  party,  of  two  Abbati,  an  officer,  and  a pretty  Venetian  girl,  who  was  lively 
and  fenfibie.  We  dined  by  ourfelves,  with  great  good  humour.  After  leaving 
Fufina,  there  is  from  the  banks  of  the  canal  (I  walked  much  of  the  journey), 
at  the  diftance  of  four  miles,  a beautiful  view  of  the  city.  On  entering  the 
Adriatic,  a party  of  us  quitted  the  bark,  and,  to  fave  time,  hired  a large  boat, 
which  conveyed  us  to  this  equally  celebrated  andfingular  place ; it  was  nearly 
dark  when  we  entered  the  grand  canal.  My  attention  was  alive,  all  expectancy  : 
there  was  light  enough  to  (hew  the  objects  around  me  to  be  among  the  molt 
inter, efting  I had. ever  feen,.  and.  they  (truck  me  more  than  the  firfh  entrance  of 
any  other  place.  I had  been  at.  To  Signore  Petrillo’s  inn..  My  companions, 
before  the  gondola  came  to  the  fieps,  told  me,  that  as  foon  as-  Petrillo  found  me 
to  be  a Signore  Xnglefi,  there  would  be  three  torches  lighted  to  receive  me: — 
it  was  juft  fo  : X was  not,  too  much  flattered  at  thefe  three  torches,  which  (truck 
me  at  once  as  three  pick-pockets.  I was  conducted  to  an  apartment  that  looked 
upon  the  grand  canal,  fo  neat,  and  every  thing  in  it  fib  clean  and  good,  that  I 
almoft  thought  myfelf  in.  England.  To  the  opera.  A.  Venetian  audience,  a 
Paduan,  Milanefe,  Turinefe,.  &c.  exactly  fimilar  for  dancing.  What  with  the 
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of  dancing  than  of  mufic.  I cannot  forgive  this,  for  of  forty  dances,  and  four 
hundred  paffages,  there  are  not  four  worth  a farthing.  It  is  difborted  motion, 
and  exaggerated  agility ; if  a dancer  place  his  head  in  thepolition  his  heels  fhould 
be  in,  without  touching  the  ground  ; if_  he  can  light  on  his  toes,  after  twirling 
himfelf  in  the  air ; if  he  can  extend  his  legs,  fo  as  to  make  the  breadth  of  his 
figure  greater  than  the  length ; or  contract  them  to  his  body,  fo  as  to  feem  to 
have  no  legs  at  all  ; he  is  fure  to  receive  fuch  applaufe,  fo  many  bravos,  and  bra- 
viffimos,  as  the  mod;  exquifite  airs  that  ever  were  compofed  would  fail  to  attract. 
The  kallarine , or  female  dancers,,  have  the  fame  fury  of  motion,  the  fame  energy 
of  diftortion,  the  fame  temped  of  agility.  Dances  of  fuch  exquifite  elegance, 
as  to  allure  attention,  by  voluptuous  eafe,  rather  than  flrike  it  by  painful  exer- 
tion, are  more  difficult,  and  demand  greater  talents : in  this  fuperior  walk,  the 
Italians,  where  I have  been,  are  deficient. 24  miles. 

The  31ft.  My  firfi  bufinefs  was  to  agree  with  a gondolier,  who  is  to  attend 
me  for  6 paoli  a day-  This  fpecies  of  boat,  as  all  the  world  knows,  is  one  of 
the  mofi  agreeable  things  to.be  found  at  Venice;  at  a trifling  expence,  it  equals 
the  convenience  of  a coach  and  a pair  of  horfes  in  any  other  city._  I rowed  out 
to  deliver  letters-  Venice  is  empty  at  prefent,  almofl  every  body  being  in  the 
country;  but  I met  with  Signore  Giovanne  Arduino,  fuperintendant  of  agricul- 
ture throughout  the  Venetian  dominions,,  who  has  a confiderable  reputation,  for 
the  attention  he  has  given  to  this  objedi,  and  for  fome  publications  on  it.  It 
may  be  fuppofed,  from  his  refidence  in  this  city,  that  he  is  not  himfelf  a practical 
hufbandman.  Spent  a few  hours  among  palaces,  churches,  and  paintings . 
Every  where  in  Italy,  the  number  of  thefe  is  too  great  to  dwell  on.  I fhall 
only  note,  that  the  pidture  which  made  the  greatefl  impreffion  on  me,  was  the 
family  of  Darius  at  the.  feet  of  Alexander,  by  Paul  Veronefe.  The  expreffion  of 
the  moment  is  admirably  caught;  the  ftory  well  told  ; the  grouping  fkilful ; the 
colouring  mellow  and  brilliant;,  the  whole  nature;  all  is  alive;  the  figures 
fpeak;  you  hear  the  words  on  their  lips  ; a calm  dignity  is  admirably  mixed 
with  the  emotions  of  the  moment.  Here  was  a fubjeet  worthy  of  employing  a 


genius.  It  is  in  the  Palazzo  Pifani.  Titian’s  prefen  tation  in  the  temple,  in 
the  Scuola  della  Carita,  pleafed  me  greatly.  His-  bewitching  pencil,  has-  given 
fuch  life  and  luflxe  to  fome  figures  in  this  piece,  that  the  eye  is  not  loon  finis- 
hed with  viewing  it.  The  Doge’s  palace  contains  fuch  a profit fion  of  noble 
works  by  Tiziano,  Tintoretto,  Paolo  Veronefe,  Bafiano,  and  Palma,  as  to  form 
a fchool  fcr  artifis  to  fiudy  in.  Cochin,  in  his  Voyage  d'ltalie,.  has  given  the 
particulars,  with  criticifms  that  have  lefs  offended  the  Italians,  than  molt  other 
works  of  a fimilar  kind..  The  brazen  horfes.  given  to  Nero  by  Tiridates,  car- 
ried to  C omfian tinople  by  Conflantine,  and  brought  thence  by  the  V enetians, 
when  they  took  that  city,  are.  admirable ; pity  they  are  not  nearer  to.  the  ey 
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The  mouths  of  the  lions.,  not  lefs  celebrated  than  Venice  itfelf,  are  fhill  in  exig- 
ence; I hope  regarded  with  detection  by  every  man  that  views  them.  There 
is  but  one  accufation  that  ought  to  enter  them  ; the  voice  of  the  people  againft 
the  government  of  the  ft  ate.  In  the  evening  at  the  theatre  (a  tragedy)  I was 
agreeably  diiappointed,  to  find  that  the  Italians  have  fomething  befides  harlequin 
and  punchinello. 

November  i . The  cheapnefs  of  Italy  is  remarkable,  and  puzzles  me  not  a 
little  to  account  for ; yet  it  is  a point  of  too  much  importance  to  be  neglected, 
I have,  at  Pefcrillo’s,  a clean  good  room,  that  looks  on  the  grand  canal,  and  to 
the  Rialto,  which,  by  the  way,  is  a fine  arch,  but  an  ugly  bridge ; an  excellent 
bed,  with  neat  ' furniture,  very  rare  in  Italian  inns,  for  the  bedftead  is'ufually 
four  forms,  like  truffeis,  fet  together;  fine  fheets,  which  I have  not  met  with 
before  in  this  country ; and  my  dinner  and  fupper  provided  at  the  old  price  of 
8 paoli  a-day,  or  3s,  qd.  including  the  chamber.  I am  very  well  ferved  at  din- 
ner with  many  and  good  dilhes,  and  feme  of  them  folids ; two  bottles  of  wine, 
neither  good  nor  bad,  but  certainly  cheap ; for  though  they  fee  I drink  fcarcely 
half  of  it  in  my  negus  at  flipper,  yet  a bottle  is  brought  every  night.  I have 
been  allured,  by  two  or  three  perfons,  that  the  price  at  Venice,  a la  mercantile, 
is  only  4 to  6 paoli ; but  I fuppofe  they  ferve  a foreigner  better.  To  thefe  8 
paolt,  I add  6 more  for  a gondola  ; — -breakfaft  1 o foldi ; if  I go  to  the  opera,  it 
adds  3 paoli ; — thus,  for  7s.  3d.  a-day,  a man  lives  at  Venice,  keeps  his  fervant, 
his  coach,  and  goes  every  night  to  a public  entertainment.  To  dine  well  at  a 
London  coffee-houfe,  with  a pint  of  bad  port,  and  a very -poor  defiert,  coils  as 
much  as  the  whole  day  here.  There  is  no  queftion  but  a man  may  live  better 
at  Venice  for  tool,  a year,  than  at  London  for  500I. ; and  yet  the  difference  of 
the  price  of  the  common  neceffaries  of  life,  fiich  as  bread,  meat,  &c.  is  trifling. 
Several  caufes  contribute  to  this  effect  at  Venice ; its  iituation  on  the  Adriatic, 
at  the  very  extremity  of  civilized  Europe,  in  the  vicinity  of  many  poor  coun- 
tries ; the  ufe  of  gondolas,  inftead  of  horfes,  is  an  article  perhaps  of  equal  im- 
portance. But  the  manners  of  the  inhabitants,  the  modes  of  living,  and  the 
very  moderate  incomes  of  the  mafs  of  the  people,  have  perhaps  more  weight 
than  either  of  thole  caufes.  Luxury  here  takes  a turn  much  more  towards  en- 
ioyment,  than  confumption;  the  fobriety  of  the  people  does  much,  the  nature 
of  their  food  more ; paffes,  macaroni,  and  vegetables  are  much  eafier  provided 
than  beef  and  mutton.  Cookery,  as  in  France,  enables  them  to  fpread  a table 

If  cheapnefs  of  living,  fpeSiacles,  and 
a man's  objeds  in  fixing  his  refidence,  let  him  live  at  Ve- 
nice: for  my fe If,  I think  I would  not  be  an  inhabitant  to  be  Doge,  with  the 
power  of  the  Grand  Turk.  Brick  and  flone,  and  iky  and  water,  and  not  a field 
or  a bufh  even  for  fancy  to  pluck  a role  from ! My  heart  cannot  expand  in  fuch 
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& place:  an  admirable  monument  of  human  induftry,  but  not  a theatre  for  the 
feelings  of  a farmer ! — Give  me  the  fields,  and  let  others  take  the  tide  of  human 
life.,  at  Charing-crofs  and  Fleet-ditch  *.  Called  again  on  Signore  Arduino ; con- 
verfe  on  the  date  of  agriculture  in  Italy,  and  the  caufes  which  have  contributed 
to  accelerate  or  retard  it;  and  from  him  to  a confers  at  or  io  at  the  Ofpailetto. 
Dr.  Burney,  in  his  pleafing  and  elegant  tour,  has  given  an  account  of  them. 

The  2d.  A tour  among  Chiefe , Scuole , e Palazzi ; but  there  is  fiich  an  abun- 
dance of  buildings  and  collections  to  which  books  fend  one,  that  much  time  is 
always  loft.  The  only  traveller’s  guide  that  would  be  worth  a farthing,  would 
he  a little  book  that  gave  a catalogue  of  the  beft  articles  to  he  feen  in  every 
town,  in  the  order  of  merit.  So  that  if  a man  in  palling  have  but  one  hour,  he  - 
ufes  it  in  feeing  the  beft  objeCt  the  place  contains  ; if  he  have  three  days,  he  takes  - 
the  beft  the  three  days  will  give  him;  and  if  he  ftay  three  months  he  may  fill  it 
with  the  like  gradation;  and  what  is  of  equal  confequence,  he  may  flop  when  he 
pleafes  and  fee  no  more;  confident,  as  far  as  he  has  extended  his  view,  that  he 
has  feen  the  objects  that  will  pay  him  beft  for  his  attention.  There  is  no  fuch 
Book,  and  fo  much  the  worfe  for  travellers.  In  the  library  of  St.  Mark  among 
the  antiques,  are  Commodus,  Auguftus,  and  Adrian;  and  more  particularly  to 
be  noted,  a fallen  gladiator:  a lingular  and  whimfieal  Leda,  by  Cocenius.  In 
the  Palazzo  Barbarigo,  the  Venus  and  the  Magdalen  of  Titian,  .are  beautiful, 
though  they  have  loft  much  of  their  glowing  warmth  bv  time.  Two  Rem- 
brandts in  the  Palazzo  Farfetti.  A Holy  Family,  by  Andrea  del  Sarto,  ' Ti- 
tian’s portrait,  by  himfelf.  I finifhed  by.  going  up  St.  Mark’s  tower,  which  is 
high  enough. to  command  a diftindt  view  of  all' the  iilands  on  which  Venice  is 
built,  and  a great  range  of  coaft  and  mountains.  The  country  feems  every- 
where a wood.  Nothing  rivals  the  view  of  the  city  and  the  ifles. . It  is  the 
moil;  beautiful,  and  by  far  the  molt  lingular  that  I have  feen.  The  breadth  of 
the  Giudecca  canal,  fpread  with  Ihips  and  boats,  and  walled  by  many  noble 
buildings,  with  the  ifles  diftinct  from  Venice,  of  which  the  eye  takes  in  four- 
and-twenty,  form,  upon  the'  whole,  a coup  d’ ceil,  that  exceeds  probably  every 
thing  the  world  has  to  exhibit.  The  city,  in  general,  has  fome  beautiful  fea- 
tures, but  does  not  equal  the  idea  I.  had  formed  of  it,  from  the  pictures  of  Cana- 
lettL  A poor  old  gothic  houfe,  makes  a fine  figure  on  canvafs.  The.  irregula- 
rity of  front  is  greater  perhaps  than  in  any  other  city  of  equal  importance;  no 
where  preferred  for  three  houles  together.  You  have  a palace  of  three  mag- 
nificent ftories,  and  near  it  a hovel  of  one.  Hence,  there  is, not  that  fpecies  of 
magnificence  which  refults  from  uniformity;  or  from  an -uninterrupted  fucceN 

* See  Mr.  BciwelTs  agreeable  Life  of  Dr.  John&ru 
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fion  of  confiderable  edifices.  As  to  ftreets,  properly  fo  called,  there  is  nothing 
iimilar  to  them  in  the  world ; twelve  feet  is  a broad  one ; I meafured  the  breadth 
of  many  that  were  only  four  and  five.  The  greater  part  of  the  canals,  which 
are  here  properly  the  ftreets,  are  fo  narrow,  as  to  take  off  much  from  the  beauty 
of  the  buildings  that  are  upon  them.  St  Mark’s  place  has  been  called  the  fineft 
fquare  in  Europe,  which  is  a fine  exaggeration.  It  appears  large,  becaufe  every 
other  fpace  is  final  1.  The  buildings,  however,  that  furround  it  are  feme  of 
them  fine;  but  they  are  more  interefting  than  beautiful.  This  fpot  is  the  im- 
mediate feat  and  heart  of  one  of  the  moll  celebrated  republics  that  has  exifted, 
St.  Mark’s  church,  the  Doge’s  palace,  the  library,  the  Doge  himfelf,  the  no- 
bles, the  famous  cafinos,  the  coffee-houfes : thus,  ,St.  Mark’s  fquare  is  the  feat 
of  government,  of  politics,  and  of  intrigue.  What  Venice  offers  of  power  and 
pleafure,  may  be  fought  here ; and  you  can  ufe  your  legs  commodioully  no  where 
elie.  V enice  fhines  in  churches,  palaces,  and  one  fine  fquare ; and  the  beauty  of 
the  large  canals  is  great.  What  the  wants  are  good  common  houfes,  that  mark 
the  wealth  and  eai'e  of  the  people;  inftead  of  which,  the  major  part  are  gothic, 
that  feem  almoft  as  old  as  the  republic.  Of  modern  houfes  there  are  few — * 
and  of  new  ones  fewer;  a fure  proof  that  the  ffate  is  not  fiourifhing.  Take  it, 
however,  on  the  whole,  and  it  is  a moll  noble  city ; certainly  the  moll  lingular 
to  be  met  with  in  the  world.  The  canal  of  the  Giudecca,  and  the  grand  canal, 
are  unrivalled  in  beauty  and  magnificence.  Four  great  architects  have  contri- 
buted their  talents  for  the  fine  buildings  to  be  met  with  here; — Palladio, 
St.  Micheli,  Sanfovino,  and  Scamozzi.  The  church  of  St.  Georgio  Maggiore, 
by  the  firft,  is  of  a noble  fimplicity;  and  that  of  St.  Maria  della  Saluta,  by  St, 
Micheli,  has  parts  of  admirable  beauty ; he  feems  always  happy  in  his  domes ; and 
the  portal  of  this  church  is  truly  elegant.  If  a genius  were  to  arife  at  prefent  at 
Venice,  as  great  as  Palladio,  how  would  he  find  employment  ? The  tafte  of  build- 
ing churches  is  over : the  rich  nobles  have  other  ways  of  fpending  their  incomes. 
Great  edifices  are  ufually  raifed  by  newly  acquired  fortunes ; there  are  now  either 
none,  or  too  inconfiderable  to  decorate  the  city.  In  England,  all  animated  vi- 
gour of  exertion  is  among  individuals,  who  aim  much  more  at  comfort  within, 
than  magnificence  without;  and  for  want  of  public  fpirit  and  police,  a new  city 
has  arifen  at  London,  built  of  baked  mud  and  allies,  rather  than  bricks ; without 
iymmetry,  or  beauty,  or  duration;  but  diftinguifhed  by  its  cleannefs,  conveni- 
ence, and  arrangement.  At  a procva>  or  rehearfal  of  a new  opera,  II  Bur  hero 
benefice,  by  Martini  of  Vienna,  much  to  my  entertainment. 

The  3d.  To  the  arfenal,  in  which  there  is  very  little  indeed  worth  the 
trouble  of  viewing;  travellers  have  given  ftrange  exaggerations  of  it;  the  num- 
ber of  fhips,  frigates,  and  gallies  is  inconfiderable ; and  I came  out  of  this  fa- 
mous arfenal,  with  a much  meaner  opinion  of  the  Venetian  naval  force,  than  I 

had 


had  entered  it.  'V  et  they  fay  there  are  ;ooo  men  constantly  employed : if  there 
are  half  the  number,  what  are  they  about  ? The  armoury  is  well  arranged,  clean, 
and  in  good  order.  The  famous  bucentaur  is  a heavy,  ill  built,  ugly  gilded 
monfler,  with  none  of  that  light  airy  elegance  which  a decorated  yacht  has. 
A thing  made  for  pleafare  only,  fhouid  have  at  leaf!  an  agreeable  phyliognomy. 
I know'-  nothing  of  the  ceremony  fo  good  as  Shenftone’s  ftanza,  comparing  the 
vanity  of  the  Doge’s  fplendour  on  that  day,  with  the  real  enjoyment  which  a 
hermit  on  her  Shore  has  of  his  ducal  cara  fpofa.  The  Ships  in  this  arfenal, 
even  of  eighty-eight  guns,  are  built  under  cover;  and  this  is  not  fo  great  an 
expence  as  might  be  thought ; the  buildings  arc  only  two  thick  brick  walls, 
with  a very  light  roof : but  the  expence  is  probably  much  more  than  faved  in  the 
duration  of  the  Ship.  I mounted  by  the  Scaffolds,  and  entered  one  of  eighty- 
eight  guns,  that  has  been  twenty -five  years  building,  and  is  not  above  four- 
fifths  finished  at  prefent.  At  the  opera. — -The  fex  of  Venice  are  undoubtedly  of 
a distinguished  beauty ; their  complexions  are  delicate,  and,  for  want  of  rouge, 
the  French  think  them  pale;  but  it  is  not  perfon,  nor  complexion,  nor  features, 
that  are  the  charaCteriflic ; it  is  expreffion,  and  phyfiognomy ; you  recognize 
great  fweetnefs  of  difpofition,  without  that  infipidity  which  is  fometimes  met 
with  it ; charms  that  carry  a magic  with  them,  formed  for  fenfibility  more  than 
admiration  ; to  make  hearts  feel  much  more  than  tongues  fpeak.  They  muff 
be  generally  beautiful  here,  or  they  would  be  hideous  from  their  drefs  : the 
common  one,  at  prefent,  is  a long  cloth  cloak,  and  a man’s  cocked  hat. 
The  round  hat  in  England  is  rendered  feminine  by  feathers  and  ribbons ; but 
here,  when  the  petticoats  are  concealed,  you  look  again  at  a figure  before  you 
recognize  the  fex.  The  head- dreffes  I faw  at  Milan,  Lodi,  &c.  fhew  the  tafie 
and  fancy  of  this  people.  It  is  indeed  their  region  ; their  productions  in  all  the 
fine  and  elegant  arts  have  fhewn  a fertility,  a facility  of  invention,  that  fur- 
paffes  every  other  nation ; and  if  a reafon  be  fought,  for  the  want  of  energy 
of  character  with  which  the  modern  Italians  have  been  reproached  (perhaps 
unjuftly)  we  may  pofiibly  find  it  in  this  exquifite  tafie — perhaps  inconfiflent  m 
the  fame  characters  with  thofe  rougher  and  more  rugged  feelings,  that  relult 
from  tenfion,  not  laxity,  of  fibre.  An  exquifite  fenfibility  has  given  them  the 
empire  of  painting,  fculpture,  architecture,  poetry,  and  mafic ; whether  or  not 
to  this  it  may  he  imputed  that  their  beautiful  country  has  been  left  under  the 
dominion  of  Germans,  Frenchmen,  and  Spaniards,  is  a queflion  not  difficult  to 
decide. 

The  4th.  I am  in  double  luck ; two  perfons,  to  whom  I had  letters,  are 
returned  from  the  country.  I waited  upon  one  of  them  who  received  me  in  a 
very  friendly  manner,  and  entered  into  a conversation  with  me  interefiing,  be- 
came on  fubjeCts  of  importance.  I explained  to  him  the  objeCt  of  my  travels ; 
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and  told  him,  that  I redded  a few  days  in  great  cities,  for  the  advantage  of 
converfation  on  thofe  topics  of  political  ceconomy,  which  concerned  the  ge- 
neral welfare  of  all  nations.  He  told  me  very  frankly  that  he  was  no  farmer, 
and  therefore  fof  the  practical  part  of  my  enquiries  could  not  fay  much  : that  as 
to  the  other  objedis,  which  were  without  doubt  important,  he  would  give  me 
any  information  in  his  power.  I faid,  that  I wifhed  for  none  on  points  which 
the  nature  of  the  government  made  improper  to  afk  about  ■,  and  if  inadvertently 
I fhould  demand  any  thing  of  that  complexion,  he  would  have  the  goodnefs  to 
pardon  and  pafs  it  by.  He  interrupted  me  hadily,  “ foreigners  are  ftrangely  apt 
to  entertain  falle  ideas  of  this  republic 3 and  to  think  that  the  fame  principles, 
govern  it  at  prefent  as  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  its  guidance  fome  centuries 
pad.  In  all  probability  half  of  what  you  have  heard  about  it  is  erroneous  j 
you  may  converfe  as  freely  at  Venice  as  at  London 3 and  the  date  Is  wife  enough 
(for  in  fdch  cafes  it  is  really  very  moderate  and  tender)  to  concern  itfelf  not  at- 
all  with  what  does  not  tend  diredtly  to  injure  or  difturb  the  edablidied  order 
of  things.  You  have  heard  much  of  fpies,  and  executions,  and  - drownings, 
&c.  but,  believe  me,  there  is  not  one  circum dance  at  Venice  that  is  not  changed, 
and  greatly  too,  even  in  twenty  years.”  Encouraged  by  this  declaration,  I 
ventured  to  put  enquiries  on  population,  revenues,  taxes,  liberty,  &c.  and  on 
the  government  as  influencing  thefe  3 and  it  gave  me  no  flight  fatisfaddon  to 
find  that  he  was  the  man  he  had  been  reprefented 3 — able,  keen,  and  intelligent 3 
who  had  feen  much  of  the  world,  and  underdood  thofe  topics  perfectly.  He 
was  fo  obliging  as  to  afk  me  to  fpend  wrhat  time  I could  with  him— faid,  that 
for  fome  days  he  fhould  be  condantly  at  home 3 and  whenever  it  fuited  me  to 
come,  he  deiired  me  to  do  it  without  ceremony.  I was  not  equally  fortunate 
with  the  other  perfon 3 who  teemed  fo  little  difpofed  to  enter  into  converfation 
on  any  fubject  but  trifles,  that  I prefen tly  faw  he  was  not  a man  for  me  to  be 
much  the,  wifer  for : in  all  political  topics  it  wras  eafy  to  fuppofe  motives  for 
filence 3 but  relatively  to  points  of  agriculture,  or  rather  the  produce  of  edates, 
&c.  perhaps  his  ignorance  was  the  real  caufe  of  his  referve.  In  regard  to  ci- 
cifbeifm , he  was  ready  enough  to  chat  3 he  faid  that  foreigners  were  very  illi- 
beral in  flap  poling  that  the  cudom  was  a mere  cloak  for  vice  and  licentioufnefs  3 
on  the  contrary,  he  contended,  that  at  Paris,  a city  he  knew  well,  there  is  jud 
as  much  freedom  of  manners  as  at  Venice.  Lie  faid  as  much  for  the  cudom  as 
it  will  bear 3 mollifying  the  features  of  the  practice,  but  not  removing  them. 
We  may  however  hope,  that  the  ladies  do  not  merit  the  fcandal  with  which 
foreigners  have  loaded  them  3 and  that  the  beauty  of  fome  , of  them,  is  joined 
with  what  . Petrarch  thought  it  fo  great  an  enemy  to  : 

Due  gran  nemiche  infieme  erano  aggiunte 

Bellesza  ed  onelta — 
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At  night  to  a new  tragedy  of  Fay  el.  a tranflation  from  the  French ; well  acted 
by  Signore  and  Signora  Belloni.  It  is  a cifcumffance  of  criticifm,  amazing  to 
my  ears,  that  the  Italian  language  fliould  have  been  reprefented  as  wanting 
force  and  vigour,  and  proper  only  for  effeminate  fubjects.  It  feems,  on  the 
contrary,  as  powerfully  expreflive  of  lofty  and  vigorous  fentiments,  of  the 
terrible  and  the  fublime,  as  it  is  admirable  in  breathing  the  fofteft  notes  of  love 
and  pity;  it  has  even  powers  of  harfh  and  rugged  exprefiion.  There  is  nothing 
more  - ftriking  in  the  manners  of  different  nations,  than  in  the  idea  of  iharne 
annexed  to  certain  neceflities  of  nature.  In  England  a man  makes  water  (if  I 
may  ufe  fuch  an  exprefiion)  with  a degree  of  privacy,  and  a woman  never  in  fight 
of  our  fex.  In  France  and  Italy  there  is  no  fuch  feeling,  fo  that  Sterne’s  Madams 
Rambouiliet  was  no  exaggeration . In  Otahite,  to  eat  in  company  is  fhameful 
and  indecent;  but  there  is  no  immodeffy  in  performing  the  rites  of  love  before 
as  many  fpectators  as  chance  may  affemble.  There  is  between  the  front  row 
of  chairs  in  the  pit  an4  the  orcheffra,  in  the  Venetian  theatre,  a fpace  of  five 
or  fix  feet  without  floor  : a well  dreifed  man,  fitting  almoff  under  a row  of  ladies 
in  the  fide  boxes.  Hepped  into  this  place,  and  made  water  with  as  much  indif- 
ference as  if  he  had  been  in  the  ftreet ; and  nobody  regarded  him  with  any  degree 
of  wonder  but  myfelf.  It  is,  however,  a beaftly  trick  : fhame  may  be  ideal* 
but  not  cleanlinefs  ; for  the  want  of  it  is  a folid  and  undoubted  evil.  For  a city  of 
not  more  than  1 50,000  people,  V enice  is  wonderfully  provided  with  theatres  $ 
there  are  feven ; and  all  of  them  are  faid  to  be  full  in  the  carnival.  The  cheapnefs 
of  admiiTion,  except  at  the  ferious  opera,  undoubtedly  does  much  to  fill  them. 

The  5th.  Another  tour  among  palaces,  and  churches,  and  pictures ; one  fees 

too  many  at  once  to  have  clear  ideas.  Called  again  on , and  had' 

another  converfation  with  him  better  than  a fcore  of,  fine  pictures.  He  made  an 
obfervation  on  the  goodnefs  of  the  difpofiticn  of  the  common  people  at  Venice, 
which  deferves,  in  candour,  to  be  noted  : that  there  are  feveral  circumftances, 
which  would  have  confiderable  effect  in  multiplying  crimes,  were  the  people 
difpofed  to  commit  them  : iff,  the  city  is  abfolutely  open,  no  walls,  no  gates, 
nor  any  way  of  preventing  the  efcape  of  criminals  by  night,  as  well  as  by  day: — • 
2d,  that  the  manner  in  which  it  is  built,  the  narrownefs  and  labyrinth  direction, 
of  the  ffreets,  with  canals  every  where,  offer  great  opportunities  of  concealment, 
as  well  as  efcape  : 3d,  the  government  never  reclaims  of  any  foreign  power  a 
criminal  that  dies  : 4th,  there  is  no  police  whatever ; and  it  is  an  error  to  fup-^ 
pole  that  the  fyffem  of  efpio?iage  (much  ex:  ggerated)  is  fo  directed  as  to  anfwer 
the  purpofe  : 5th,  for  want  of  more  commerce  and  manufactures,  there  are 
great  numbers  of  idle  loungers,  who  muff  find  it  difficult  to  live : 6th,  and  laffly, 
the  government  very  feldom  hangs,  and  it  is  exceedingly  rare  otherwife  to 
punifh.* — From  this  union  of  circumftances  it  would  be  natuial  to  fappofe, 
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that  rogues  of  all  kinds  would  abound ; yet  that  the  contrary  is  the  fadt ; and  he 
allured  me,  he  does  not  believe  there  is  a city  in  Europe,  of  equal  population, 
where  there  are  fewer  crimes,  or  attempts  againft  the  life,  property,  or  peace  of 
others  : that  he  walks  the  dreets  at  all  hours  in  the  night,  and  never  with  any 
fort  of  arms.  The  conclulion  in  favour  of  his  countrymen  is  very  fair ; at  the 
fame  time  I mull  remark,  that  thefe  very  circumdances,  which  he  produces  to 
fhew  that  crimes  ought  to  abound,  might,  perhaps,  with  as  much  truth,  be 
quoted  as  reafons  for  their  not  being  found.  From  the  want  of  punilhment 
and  police  may  probably  be  drawn  an  important  conclufi on,  that  mankind  are 
always  belt  when  not  too  much  governed ; that  a great  deal  may  fafely  be  left 
to  themfelves,  to  their  own  management,  and  to  their  own  feelings ; that  law 
and  regulation,  necelfary  as  they  may  be  in  fome  cafes,  are  apt  to  be  carried 
much  too  far  ; that  frequent  punilhments  rather  harden  than  deter  offenders  ; 
and  that  a maze  of  law’s,  for  the  prefervation  of  the  peace,  with  a fwarm  of 
magidrates  to  protedt  it,  hath  much  dronger  tendency  to  break  than  to  fecure 
it.  It  is  fair  to  connect  this  circumftance  of  comparative  freedom  from  crimes, 
with  feven  theatres  for  only  150,000  people;  and  the  admifiion  fo  cheap, 
that  the  lowed:  of  the  people  frequent  them  ; more,  perhaps,  in  favour  of  thea- 
trical reprefentations  than  all  that  Roulfeau’s  brilliant  genius  could  fay  againft 
them.  At  night  to  another  theatre,  that  of  the  tragi-comedy,  where  a young 
adtrefs,  apparently  not  twenty,  fupported  the  principal  ferious  part  with  fuch 
judnefs  of  action,  without  exaggeration ; and  fpoke  this  charming  language, 
with  fuch  a clear  articulation  and  expreilion,  as,  for  her  age,  wras  amazing. 

The  6th.  Another  vilit  to  illands  and  manufadtures,  &c. 

The  7th.  My  laft  day  at  Venice;  I made,  therefore,  a gleaning  of  fome 

lights  I had  before  neglected ; and  called  once  more  on  my  friend , 

alluring  him  truly,  that  it  would  give  me  pleafure  to  fee  him  in  England,  or 
to  be  of  any  fervice  to  him  there.  The  Corriere  di  Bologna , a covered  barge, 
the  only  conveyance,  fets  off  to-night  at  eleven  o’clock.  I have  taken  my 
place,  paid  my  money,  and  delivered  my  baggage ; and  as  the  quay  from  which 
the  barge  departs  is  conveniently  near  the  opera-houfe,  and  II  Burhero  di  hucn, 
Cuore  adted  for  the  fird  night,  I took  my  leave  of  Signore  Petrillo’s  excellent 
inn,  which  deierves  every  commendation,  and  went  to  the  opera.  I found  it 
equal  to  what  the  prova  had  indicated ; it  is  an  inimitable  performance ; not  only 
abounding  with  many  very  plealing  airs,  but  the  whole  piece  is  agreeable, 
and  does  honour  to  the  genius  and  tafle  of  Signore  Martini.  Swift,  in  one  of 
his  letters  to  Stella,  after  dining  with  lords  Oxford  and  Bolingbroke,  and  going 
in  the  evening  to  fome  lcrub,  fays,  he  hates  to  be  a prince  and  a Scoundrel  the 
fame  day.  I had  to-night  all  this  feeling  with  a vengeance.  From  the  repre- 
sentation of  a plealing  and  elegant  performance,  the  mu  he  of  which  was  well 

adapted 


VENICE. 


£37 


adapted  to  firing  one’s  feelings  to  a certain  pitch,  in  clear  unifon  with  the 
pleafure  that  fparkled  in  fo  many  eyes,  and  founded  from  fo  many  hands — I 
flepped  at  once,  in  full  contrail,  into  the  bark  Detto  Corriere  di  Bologna ; a 
cabin  about  ten  feet  fquare,  round  which  fat  in  iilence,  and  the  darknefs  vifible 
of  a wretched  lamp,  a company,  whofe  rolling  eyes  examined,  without  one 
word  of  reception,  each  paifenger  that  entered.  The  wind  howled,  and  the 
rain  beat  in  at  the  hole  left  for  entering.  My  feelings,  that  thrilled  during  the 
evening,  were  didipated  in  a moment,  and  the  gloom  of  my  bofom  was  foon  in 
unifon  with  that  of  the  fcene. 

Of  this  voyage  from  Venice  to  Bologna,  all  the  powers  of  language  wTould  fail 
me  to  give  the  idea  I would  wiih  to  imprefs.  The  time  I paifed  in  it  I rank 
among  the  moil  difagreeable  days  I ever  experienced,  and  by  a thoufand  degrees 
the  woril  iince  I left  England ; yet  I had  no  choice : the  roads  are  fo  infamoufly 
bad,  or  rather  fo  impracticable,  that  there  are  no  vetturini  3 even  thofe  whofe 
fortune  admits  polling  make  this  paifage  by  water,*  and  when  I found  that  Monf. 
de  la  Lande,  fecretary  to  the  French  ambafiador  at  Turin,  had  made  the 
fame  journey,  in  the  fame  conveyance,  and  yet  in  his  book  fays  not  a word  againil 
the  accommodation,  how  was  I to  have  divined,  that  it  could  prove  fo  execrable  ? 
A little  more  thought,  howrever,  would  have  told  me  that  it  was  too  cheap  to 
be  good,  the  price,  for  the  whole  voyage  of  125  miles,  is  only  30 paoli.  (17s.  6d.) 
for  which  you  are  boarded.  After  a day’s  fpitting  of  a dozen  people,  in  ten 
feet  fquare  (enough  to  make  a dog  iick),  mattreffes  are  fpread  on  the  ground, 
and  you  reft  on  them  as  you  can,  packed  almoil  like  herrings  in  a barrel  3 they 
are  then  rolled  up  and  tumbled  under  a hulk,  without  the  leafl  attention  which 
fide  is  given  you  the  night  after  3 add  to  this  the  odours  of  various  forts,  eafy 
to  imagine.  At:  dinner,  the  cabin  is  the  kitchen,  and  the  padrone  the  cook,  he 
takes  fnuff,  wipes  his  nofe  with  his  fingers,  and  the  knife  with  his  handker- 
chief), while  he  prepares  the  victuals,  which  he  handles  before  you,  till  you 
are  tick  of  the  idea  of  eating.  But,  on  changing  the  bark  to  one  whofe  cabin 
was  too  fmall  to  admit  any  cookery,  he  brought  his  fleaks  and  faufages,  rolled 
up  in  a-paper,  and  that  in  his  flag  of  abomination  (as  Smollet  calls  a continental 
handkerchief),  which  he  fpread  on  his  knees  as  he  fat,  opening  the  greafy 
treafure,  for  thofe  to  eat  out  of  his  lap  with  their  fingers,  whofe  flomachs  could 
bear  fuch  a repaid.  Will  an  Englifh  reader  believe  that  there  were  perfons  pre- 
fent  who  iubmitted,  without  a murmur,  to  fuch  a voyage,  and  who  were 
beyond  the  common  mercantile  crews  one  meets  with  in  a vettura  ? —feme 
well  dreffed,  with  an  appearance  and  converfation  that  betrayed  nothing 
mean.  I draw  conclufions,  operating  flrongly  againfl  the  private  and  do- 
meflic  comforts  of  life,  from  fuch  public  vehicles  : this  is  the  only  one  for 
thofe  who  pros  to  and  from  Venice,  Bologna,  Florence,  Rome,  and  Naples, 
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and  of  courfe  mud  be  exceedingly  frequented;  and  there  are  no  'uoitures  by 
land  to  rival  it.  If  thefe  people  were  clean,  decent,  and  comfortable  at  home, 
is  it  credible  that  they  would  fubmit  to  fuch  a mode  of  travelling  ? The  con- 
trad  would  fhock  them  as  it  would  Englithmen,  who  would  move  heaven  and 
earth  to  efiablifh  a better  conveyance,  at  a higher  price.  . The  people  who 
travel  thus  form  the  great  mafs  of  a nation,  if  we  except  the  poor ; it  is  of 
little  confequence  how  the  Cornari  and  the  Morofini  live;  they  live  probably 
like  great  lords  in  other  countries ; but  the  public  and  national  profperity  is 
intimately  connected  with  the  comforts  and  accommodations  of  the  lower 
clafies,  which  appear  in  Italy  to  be,  on  comparifon  with  England,  miferably 
inferior.  Their  excellencies,  the  arijiocrats  of  Venice,  do  not  travel  thus ; 
and  as  to  the  people,  whether  they  go  on  their  heads,  or  in  the  mud,  is  all  one 
to  the  fpirit  of  their  government.  For  myfelf,  I walked  much  of  the  journey, 
and  efpecially  on  the  banks  of  the  Po,  for  the  better  view  of  that  great  river, 
now  rendered  immenfe  by  the  late  dreadful  floods,  which  have  deluged  fo 
much  of  the  country.  Along  the  banks,  which  are  high  dykes,  raifed  many 
feet  again!!  its  depredations,  there  are  matted  huts  at  every  hundred  or  two 
hundred  yards,  with  men  ftationed,  called  guardia  di  Po,  ready  to  afiemble 
with  their  tools,  at  a moment’s  warning,  in  cafe  of  a breach ; they  have  fires 
all  night.  Soldiers  alfo  make  the  rounds,  night  and  day,  to  fee  that  the  men 
are  at  their  ftations, — and  to  give  aiiiftance  if  wanted.  There  is  a known  and 
curious  piece  of  roguery,  againfl:  which  much  of  this  caution  is  bent;  the 
mifchief  of  a breach  is  fo  great,  that  when  the  danger  becomes  very  imminent, 
the  farmers,  in  the  night,  crofs  the  river  in  boats,  in  order  to  bore  holes  in  the 
banks,  to  enable  the  water  the  eafier  to  make  a breach,  that  by  giving  it  a 
direction  contrary  to  that  of  their  own  lands,  they  may  render  themfelves  fecure. 
For  this  reafon,  the  guards  permit  no  navigation,  except  by  privileged  barks, 
like  the  corrierL  firing  at  all  others  that  are  ieen  on  the  river.  It  is  now  an 
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immenfe  body  of  water,  twice,  and  in  fome  places  perhaps  even  thrice  as  broad 
as  the  Thames  at  London.  As  to  the  face  of  the  country,  from  the  Lagunes 
to  Ferrara,  it  is  every  where  nearly  the  fame  as  what  1 have  fo  often  defended ; 
whether  yrafs  or  arable,  laid  out  into  rows  of  pollards,  with  vines  trained  to 
them,  at  Various  dhtances,  but  always  near  enough  to  give  the  whole  the  ap- 
pearance' of  a wood,  when  viewed  from  the  leaf!  di  dance.  It  does  not  feem  to 
want  people;  towns  and  villages  being  numerous  ; and  there  are  all  the  figns  of 
a conliderable  navigation ; every  village  being  a port,  with  abundance  of  barges, 
barks,  boats,  &c.  Coffee-homes  remarkably  abound  in  the  V enetian  domi- 
nions ; at  all  towns,  and  even  villages,  where  we  palled,  they  are  to  be  found, 
fortunately  for  me,  as  they  were  my  refource,  to  make  amends  for  the  dirty 
fingers,  and  beafily  handkerchief  of  our  .Signore  Padrone.  Before  I entirely 
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finidi  with  Venice,  I {hall  infert  a few  circumfiances,  with  which  I was  fa- 
voured by  an  Italian,  who  redded  fome  time  in  that  city,  and  had  abilities  that 
would  not  allow  me  to  doubt  of  his  capacity,  in  forming  a true  efidmate  of  any 
political  circum  fiance,  to  which  he  directed  his  attention.  His  account  of  the 
principal  nobility  of  the  republic  is  fuch  as  would  explain  much  more  than  I 
have  feen  or  heard  in  their  dominions.  He  fays,  “ the  education  of  the  great  is 
the  difgrace  of  Venice.  Men  of  the  firfi  families  are  not  only  ignorant  to  a 
degree  fhameful  in  fo  enlightened  an  age,  but  they  are  educated  in  a bad  ton  % 
with  ill  manners,  from  ideas  that  are  fullered  to  be  inflilled  by  dependents, 
which  do  not  quit  them  through  life * fixing,  from  early  habit,  the  taite  for 
bad  company * while  a pernicious  indulgence  exempts  them  from  all  learning  : 
that  this  is  fo  general,  and  is  fo  exteniive  in  its  influence,  that,  had  the  interior 
organization  of  this  government  been  lefs  admirable,  it  would,  from  this  very 
caufe,  have  mouldered  to  nothing  long  ago  : that  the  pride,  of  which  they  are 
accufed,  is  afcribable  equally  to  bad  company  and  to  ignorance * the  firfi:  gives 
them  vague  and  improper  ideas  of  their  own  importance,  and  the  fecond  infpires 
them  with  referve,  to  conceal  their  want  of  that  knowledge  which  others,  and 
efpecially  foreigners,  pofiefs  : that  the  ill  effects  of  this  bad  education  will  be 
feen  more  and  more * the  governments  of  Europe  being  at  prefent  infinitely. more 
enlightened  than  in  times  paft  * and  improved  confiderahly  even  in  the  laft  twenty 
years.  There  is,  of  neceflity,  a flruggle  among  all  nations,  emulous  to  make  the 
greatefi  progrefs  in  ufeful  knowledge,  and.  to  apply  all  knowledge  to  the  moff 
ufeful  purpofes  * in  fuch. a period,  therefore  (he  added),  any  people  wdio  are  fia~ 
tionary,  and  more  particularly  any  government  that  is  fo,  will  be  outftripped  in. 
the  great  courfe  by  their  competitors,  and  perhaps  trampled  on,  like  the  mo- 
narchy of  France,  by  thole  in  whom  light  hath  taken  the  place  of  ignorance  ” 
Pity  that  the  richefi  blood  in  European  veins  fhould  at  prefent  experience  fuch 
an  education  ! 

Here  are  about  forty  families,  unquefKonably  the  moil  ancient  in  Europe. 
All  other  countries,  except  Venice,  have  been  conquered,  or  over-run,  or  fo 
deflroyed,  that  the  oldefi  families  may  he  dated  comparatively  from  only  mo- 
dern periods * he  wdio  looks  back  to  a well  defined  anceftry,  from  the  tenth  and 
eleventh  centuries,  and  who  can  thus  trace  his  lineage  feven  or  eight  hundred 
years,  is  in  every  country  refpected  for  antiquity*  of  this  handing  are  the  fami- 
lies of  Bourbon,  d’Efte,  Montmorency,  Courtenaye,  &c.  which  are  commonly 
efteemea  the  firfi  in  Europe  * but  they  are  not  efieemed  fo  at  Venice.  - Some  of 
the  Roman  families,  which,  from  the  ravages  of  the  Huns,  took  fhelter  in 
the  hies  of  Venice,  and  which  were,  then  considerable  enough  to  be  entrufted 
with  the  government  of  their  country,,  yet  remain,  and  are  unquestionably  the 
mofi  ancient  in  Europe,  De  la  Lande,  from  Frefdrotti,  confines  the- electors 
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of  the  fir  ft  Doge  to  twelve  —Badoer,  Cotit  ar  ini 3 Morofmi , 'Tiepolo , Micbiel , Sa~ 
fiudo,  Gradenigo,  Memo , Falter,  Dandolo , Barozzi , and  Palana,  which  is  of  late 
extindr.  In  the  next  clafs  he  places  Zujliniani,  Cornaro , Bragadin,  and  Bembo; 
then  come  the  families  //  ferrare  del  configlio , Pu.erini,  Dolfini , Soranzo,  Zorai, 
Marcello,  Sagredo,  Zane , and  Salomon.  But  fince  Monf.  de  la  Lande  wrote, 
they  have  publifhed  at  Venice  a Dizionario  Jlorico  di  Tutte  le  Venete  Patrizie 
Famiglie , 1780 ; compiled  from  a MS.  in  St.  Mark’s  library ; this  work  does 
not  accord  with  the  preceding  table;  I have  extracted  from  it  the  following  lift : 

Badoer ; fua  origine  con  la  republica. — - Bollani ; antichi  tribuni. — Bragadin ; 
nei  piu  rimoti  fecoli  della  republica. — Celji ; dagli  antichi  Marj  di  Roma,  antichi 
tribuni. — Cioran ; negli  elettori  del  primo  Doge. — Contarini ; uno  negli  elettori 
del  primo  Doge.— Cornaro ; dagli  antichi  Corneli  di  Roma,  da’primiffimi  tempi 
tenutain  Venezia .—Emo ; nacque  colla  medefima  republica. — Fofcarini ; Vennero 
867  ; antichi  tribuni. — Gradenigo  ; delle  prime  venute  in  Venezia.’ — -Magna  \ 
dalla  prima  fondazion  di  V enezia ; tribuni. — Marcello ; pare,  che  non  fi  poifa 
metter  in  dubio,  che  quefta  famiglia  difcenda  dagli  antichi  Marcelli  di  Roma; 
antichi  tribuni. — Michieli ; antichiflima  di  Venezia;  gli  elettori  del  primo  Doge. 
Mocenigo ; delle  prime  venute  in  Venezia. — Molin ; ftabilita  in  Venezia  877 ; an- 
tichi tribuni. — Morqfini ; rifugiti  per  le  incurzioni  di  Attila ; fra  gli  elettori  del 
primo  Doge,  e antichi  tribuni.' — Da  Mojlo ; Vennero  454  rifugiati  per  Attila.— 
Nani ; Vennero  in  Venezia  fin  dalla  prima  fua  fondazione;  antichi  tribuni. — «- 
Orio ; rifugiati  per  Attila;  antichi  tribuni. — Pifani ; dagli  antichi  Pifoni  diRoma ; 
dell’antico  configlio. — puerini ; elettori  del  primo  Doge. — -Sagredo ; Vennero 
nel  485. — Salomon , tra  le  elettricidel  primo  Doge. — Sanudo , dei  primi  fondatori 
della  citta. — Semitecolo , fin  dal  843 ; antico  configlio. — Soranzo,  fenza  dubbio 
delle  prime  rifugite  in  Venezia;  antichi  tribuni. — Tiepolo,  gli  elettori  del  primo 
Doge:  antichi  tribuni. — Trevifan,  Vennero  per  1’irruzione  <T  Attila. — Valier , ri- 
fugiti per  le  incurfione  di  Attila  fino  dal  423 ; tribuni  antichi. — Vender,  Vennero 
per  Attila;  antichi  tribuni. — Zane,  antichiffima  famiglia  di  Venezia;  antico 
configlio. — Zen,  dei  1 2 elettori  del  primo  Doge.  Bembo,  Coco,  Dandolo,  F aider, 
F of  car  i , Gritti,  Malipiero,  Marini,  Minio,  Min  otto,  Moro,  Muazzo,  Nadal,  Be- 
faro.  Da  Riva,  Ruzini,  Tron,  ZuflG,  all  thefe  antichi  tribuni. 

From  the  details  of  thefe  families  it  appears,  that  many  have  an  origin  as 
old  as  Attila  the  Hun,  who  invaded  Italy  in  4^2.  If  all  thefe  families  be  al- 
lowed to  date  from  that  period  (and  no  reafon  appears  againff  it),  their  origin 
may  be  traced  to  more  than  1300  years.  The  election,  however,  of  the  firfl 
Doge,  in  697,  by  the  twelve  heads  of  the  republic,  is  one  of  the  moil  au- 
thentic and  the  moil  noted  adfs  in  the  eflablifhment  of  any  government.  To 
this  undifputed  origin  the  preceding  lifl  affigns  the  families  of  Civran,  Con- 
tarini, Michieli,  Morofini,  Querini,  Salomon,  Tiepolo,  and  Zen,  rejecting  thus 
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feveral  families  which  have  been  commonly  efteemed  the  firft  in  the  republic, 
and  which  former  writers  have  exprefsly  ranked  among  the  electors  of  the  firth 
Doge.  The  only  families  in  which  both  lifts  agree  are  Coniarini,  Mkdiieli, 
Morofini,  and  Tiepolo:  whether  the  others  were,  or  were  not,  electors  of  the 
Doge,  there  is  no  queftion  about  their  great  antiquity ; and  it  is  equally  certain* 
that  there  are  now  actually  at  Venice  from  forty  to  fifty  families  which,  in 
point  of  antiquity  well  afeertained,  exceed  all  that  are  to  be  found  in  the  reft 
■of  Europe. 

And  here  I take  leave  of  the  Venetian  lion;  I am  tired  of  it : — if  the  ftate 
were  to  build  a pig-ftie,  I believe  they  would  decorate  it  with  his  figure.  It  is 
a beaft  of  no  merit ; — for  what  is  ferocity  without  humanity, — or  courage 
without  honour  ? — —It  wars  only  to  deftroy;  and  fpreads  its  wings  not  to  protect, 
but  to  cover,  like  the  vulture  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  the  prey  that  it  devours.  At 
Ferrara,  the  Padrone’s  bufinefs  flopped  him  a whole  day;  but  he  pretended  it 
was  a want  of  oxen  to  draw  the  coaches,  that  carried  us  ten  miles  by  land, 
from  canal  to  canal.  This  was  not  amifs,  for  it  enabled  me  to  fee  every  thing 
in  that  town,  which,  however,  does  not  contain  much.  The  new  part — 
new  in  comparifon  with  the  reft,  was  built  by  Hercules  II.  Duke  of  Ferrara, 
who  has  laid  out,  and  diftributed  the  ftreets,  and  a fquare,  in  a manner  that 
does  honour  to  his  memory.  They  are  all  of  a fine  breadth,  well  paved,  with 
trotoirs  of  brick,  every  where  defended  by  ftone  pofts.  I have  feen  no  city  fo 
regularly  laid  out,  except  Turin.  The  Palazzo  of  tKe*Marchefe  di  Villa  is  an 
objed:  to  examine ; and  at  that  fpot  there  is  a very  advantageous  view  of  two 
noble  ftreets.  The  Palazzo  di  Bentivoglio  is  another  confiderable  building, 
with  a vaft  garden,  full  of  bad  ftatues ; and  even  fome  of  footmen,  with  laced  hats 
and  ihoulder-knots,  in  a ftyle  fully  as  ridiculous  as  M.  du  Barre’s  at  Toulouze. 
In  the  cathedral,  a fine  Guercino;  and  a marriage  of  Cana,  by  Bonona,  a Ferrarefe 
painter,  at  the  Chartreufe.  I paid  homage  to  the  tomb  of  Ariofto,  a genius  of 
the  firft  luftre;  fince  all  modern  ages  have  produced  but  three  diftinguifhed  epic 
poets,  what  a glory  to  Italy  to  have  given  birth  to  two  of  them  ! the.  wonder  is 
greater,  however,  that  the  third  was  not  of  the  fame  country.  From  Ferrara  to 
the  canal,  which  leads  to  Bologna,  the  road  is,  without  any  idea  of  comparifon, 
the  worft  in  Europe,  that  pretends  to  be  great  and  payable.  It  is  the  natural 
rich  foil  of  a fiat  wet  country,  rendered  deeper  by  the  late  heavy  rains  ; feven 
ho  rfes  drew  a coach  about  a mile  and  a half  an  hour.  Making  and  mending 
are  philofophical  experiments  not  tried  here ; and  the  country  being  incloied, 
the  hedges  and  ditches  confine  the  carriages  to  poach  through  the  mud  of  one 
direction,  inftead  of  many.  I walked  for  the  moll:  part  in  the  adjoining  fields, 
the  better  to  examine  them.  Arrived  at  Bologna  at  twelve  o’clock  at  night. 
12  e miles. 
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The  1 2th.  Deliver  letters.  I found  Signore  Bignami  at  home.  He  is  a 
confiaerable  merchant,  who  has  attended  to  agriculture,  fenfible  and  intelligent. 
An  Engliih  merchant,  at  the  ’Three  Moors , informing  me,  that  Mr.  Taylor, 
who  was  at  Carlfrhue  for  fome  time,  was  now  fettled  at  Bologna,  I determined 
to  wait  on  him,  being  the  gentleman  of  whofe  hufbandry,  at  Bifrons  in  Kent, 
I gave  an  account  in  my  Eailern  Tour.  I accordingly  went,  in  the  evening,  to 
Mr.  Taylor’s  converfazione.  He  has  handfome  apartments  in  the  Palazzo 
Zampieri,  and  lives  here  agreeably  with  his  beautiful  and  amiable  family; 
a finer  progeny  of  daughters  and  fons  is  hardly  to  be  feen,  or  that  forms  a more 
pleating  foeiety.  As  I did  not  know,  till  I got  to  Bologna,  that  Mr.  Taylor 
had  left  the  court  of  Carlfrhue,  I was  eager  to  hear  why  he  had  quitted  a fixa- 
tion which  was  fo  congenial  with  his  love  of  agriculture.  This  gentleman, 
travelling  in  Germany,  became  known  to  the  Margrave  of  Baden,  where  that 
enthufiaftic  love  of  agriculture,  which,  for  the  good  of  mankind,  fome  minds 
feel,  induced  him  to  take  a farm  of  that  prince.  Thus  was  a gentleman,  from 
the  bed:  cultivated  part  of  Kent,  fixed  on  a farm  of  five  hundred  acres  in  Ger- 
many. He  carried  his  point,  improved  the  farm,  ftaid  four  years,  and  would 
have  continued  to  the  infinite  advantage  of  the  country,  if  the  minifters  of 
the  Margrave  had  had  as  much  underftanding,  and  as  liberal  a mind  as  their 
mailer.  I am  inclined  to  believe  that  no  man  can  fucceed  on  the  continent 
of  Europe  (unlefs  under  a prince  with  a character  of  fuch  decided  energy 
as  the  late  King  of  Prufiia)  provided  he  be  really  practical.  He  has  no 
chance  if  he  be  not  well  furniihed  with  the  rubbifh  which  is  found  in  acade- 
mies and  focieties : give  him  a jargon  of  learning,  the  fcience  of  names  and 
words,  letting  things  and  practice  go  elfewhere,  and  he  will  then  make  his  way, 
and  be  looked  up  to.  To  the  opera,  where  there  is  nothing  worth  hearing  or 
feeing,  except  only  a young  finger.  Signora  Nava,  whofe  voice  is  one  of  the 
cleared;  and  fweetefl  tones  I ever  heard;  fhe  has  great  powers,  and  will  have, 
for  fhe  is  very  young,  great  exprefiion.  It  was  the  Teodor o re  di  Corjica  of 
Paiefello. 

The  13th.  The  Pellegrino  and  St.  Marco  being  full,  has  fixed  me  in  this 
brutal  hole,  I T re  Maurretti,  which  is  the  only  execrable  inn  I have  been  in  (in. 
a city)  fiiice  I entered  Italy.  It  has  every  circumflance  that  can  render  it  de- 
teflable ; dirt,  negligence,  filth,  vermin,  and  impudence.  You  fit,  walk,  eat,, 
drink,,  and  deep  with  equal  inconvenience.  A tour  among  the  palaces  and. 
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great  collection  of  paintings  in  the  Zampieri-  palace  contains 
a few  pieces. of  fuch  exquifite  merit,  that  they  rivet  the  fpeClator  by  admiration. 
The  St..  Peter,  of  Guido ; the  Hagar,  of  Guercino ; and  the  Dance,  of  Albano. 
Monfi.  Cochin  fays,  the  Guido  is  not  only  a chef  d’oeuvre,  but  the  fineft 
talv,  enfin  c eft  un  chef  d*  oeuvre  & le  tableau  le  plus  parf ait,  par  la  re 
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union  de  toutes  les parties  de  la peinture  qui fait  en  Italie.  It  is  certainly  a moft 
noble  piece  of  two  figures,  but  wants,  of  neceffi  ty,  the  poetry  of  a tale  told  by 
many.  To  pleafe  me,  the  Guercino,  of  which  he  fays  little  more  than  its  being 
tres  beau , has  an  expreffion  delicious,  that  works  on  a fine  fubjeet  to  a gr*at 
effect:  it  is  more  nature  than  painting.  Hagar’s  countenance  fpeaks  a language 
that  touches  the  heart;  and  the  pathetic  fimplicity  of  the  child  is  in  unifon  wi£h 
all  the  mother’s  feelings.  The  mellow  warmth  and  tender  foftnefs  of  the  co- 
louring of  the  Albano,  with  the  fweetnefs  of  the  expreffion,  are  inimitable.  In 
the  church  of  St.  Giovanne  in  Monte,  there  is  the  famous  St,  Cecilia  of  Ra- 
phael, of  which  Sir  Robert  Strange  has  given  fo  fine  a print,  and  in  which  he 
has  done  ample  juffice  to  the  original.  The  St.  Agnes  of  Domenichino,  in 
the  church  of  that  name,  and  Job  on  his  throne,  by  Guido,  at  the  Mendicant!, 
are  two  others  that  muft  be  vifited.  Dine  with  Signore  Bignami ; he  is  a con- 
fiderable  merchant,  and  therefore  I need  not  Rare  at  this  hofpitaiity  in  Italy; 
with  great  faiisfadtion  I find  that  no  minute  is  loft  in  his  company,  as  he  is 
obliging  enough  to  pardon  the  number  of  my  enquiries.  In  the  evening  to 
Mr.  Taylor’s;  this  gentleman’s  difcourfe  is  interefting  to  my  purfliit,  for  he 
has  always  had  a great  predilection  for  agriculture,  and  has  pradtifed  it  with 
intelligence  and  fuccefs.  The  Marchefe  di  Marefchotti,  who  is  married  to  a very 
pretty  Engliih  lady,  prefent  alio ; a fenfible  man,  who  fieemed  pleaded  with  the 
opportunity  of  explaining  to  me  feveral  circumftances,  relative  to  tythes  and 
taxation,  that  I was  enquiring  into.  He  is  a fingular  inftance  at  Bologna,  of 
going  into  company  with  his  wife,  and  conlequentiy  fuperfeding  the  necefiity 
or  want  of  a ciciibeo.  He  is  regarded  by  his  countrymen  for  this,  pretty  much 
as  he  would  be  if  lie  walked  on  his  head,  inftead  of  his  feet.  How  ftrangelv 
doth  it  appear  to  them,  that  an  Italian  nobleman  fhould  prefer  the  company  of 
a woman  he  married  from  affection,  and  think  there  is  any  pleasure  when  he 
embraces  his  children,  in  believing  them  his  own  I — Here  I met  alio  the  Baron 
de  Rovrure,  a French  nobleman,  and  Madame  la  Marquife  de  Bouille,  both  in 
their  way  to  Naples ; they  feem  agreeable  people.  Mr.  Taylor,  and  his  two 
charming  daughters,  have  apparently  a pieafing  fociety  here.  Thefe  ladies 
fpeak  French  and  German  like  natives,  and  before  they  leave  Italy  will  do  the 
fame  with  Italian;  they  paint  agreeably,  and  have  confiderable  mufical  talents; 
thus  accompliifhments  will  not  be  wanted  to  fecond  the  graces'  they  owe  to  the 
beneficence  of  nature.  I had  fome  information  from  Mils  Taylor,  to-night, 
relative  to  the  expences  of  houfekeeping,  which  will  give  an  idea  of  the  cheap - 
nefs  of  Italy;  premifing  (of  which  more  in  another  place)  that  the paolo  is  fix- 
pence,  and  that  there  are  io  baioccbi  in  it.  As  to  beef,  mutton,  bread,  &c. 
they  are  ail  over  Europe  too  nearly  on  a par  to  demand  much  attention ; where 
meat  is  very  fine,  it  is  nominally  dear ; and  where  it  is  bad,  it  is  called  cheap : 
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but  the  difference  deferves  little  notice.  Mr.  Taylor  contracts  with  a traiteur 
for  his  table,  nine  in  the  parlour  and  five  in  the  kitchen,  20  paoli  a-day  for  din- 
ner ; for  fupper  he  pays  extra,  and  is  fupplied  to  his  fatisfadtion — a proof,  if  any 
be  wanted,  of  the  cheapnefs  of  Bologna.  It  is  remarkable,  that  there  is  not 
the  difference  between  the  prices  of  any  of  the  articles,  and  the  fame  thing  in 
England,  that  there  is  between  the  contracting  prices,  and  the  ratio  with  us,  a 
few  per  cent,  in  the  former,  but  fome  hundred  per  cent,  in  the  latter;  a fure 
proof  that  dearnefs  and  cheapnefs  of  living  does  not  depend  on  prices  per  pound, 
but  on  the  modes  of  living.  Every  tavern-keeper,  traiteur , or  other  contrac- 
tor of  any  fort  in  England,  will  have  a price  that  fhall  give  him  a fortune  in  a 
few  years ; and  fervants,  inftead  of  fubmitting  to  the  Geconomy  which  their  maf- 
ters  may  think  it  neceffary  to  eftablifh,  will  not  live  an  hour  with  them  if  they 
are  not  permitted  to  devour  them. 

The  14th.  With  Signore  Bignami  and  his  family,  to  his  country  feat,  about 
five  miles  from  Bologna,  on  the  road  to  Piftoia;  fpend  an  agreeable  day,  en- 
tirely dedicated  to  farming.  The  houfe  is  handfome,  and  finely  fituated : the 
entertainment  truly  hofpitable,  and  the  information,  given  in  a cool  confiderate 
walk,  through  every  field  of  the  farm,  fuch  as  is  little  liable  to  error.  A cir- 
cumftance  at  this  country  feat  deferves  noting,  as  it  marks  the  abundance  of 
thieves : the  chambers  had  the  windows  all  fhut  fo  clofe,  and  faftened  with  fo 
much  attention,  that  I enquired  the  reafon ; and  was  anfwered,  that  if  the 
greatefl  care  be  not  taken,  thieves  will  break  in,  and  plunder  a houfe  of  every 
thing  portable.  The  flutters,  to  both  windows  and  doors,  were  inlaid  with 
bars  of  iron,  to  prevent  their  being  fawn  through.  The  conclufion  we  muff 
draw*  from  fuch  a circumftance  is  certainly  little  favourable,  at  firff  fight,  to 
the  lower  claffes — but  that  is  always  unjuft,  for  they  are  ever  what  the  police, 
law,  and  government  of  a country  make  them.  In  the  evening,  again  at  Mr. 
Taylor’s;  a houfe,  in  wdiich  no  one  will  have  the  entre , and  want  the  inclina- 
tion. The  March eie  Marefchotti  there , who  had  the  goodnefs  to  continue  his 
attentions  to  my  enquiries,  and  to  give  me  fome  valuable  information : I had 
alfo  the  pleafure  of  converfing,  on  the  fame  fiabjedts,  with  the  Conte  di  Al- 
drovandi. 


There  is  a room,  at  the  Tre  Maurretti , which,  communicating  with  feve- 
rs! apartments,  the  guefts  have  it  in  common  : among  them  was  a young  Balia- 
trice , waiting  here  for  an  Englishman,  to  attend  her  to  Venice;  fhe  was  pretty 
and  communicative ; had  fome  expenfive  trinkets  given  her,  to  the  amount  of  a 
confiderable  fum,  by  her  lover,  who  proved  (for  iecrecy  was  not  among  her  qua- 
lities) to  be  a rider,  as  we  fliould  call  him,  to  a manufacturing  houfe  in  England. 
An  Italian  merchant  prefen t remarked,  that  the  profit  of  the  jsngl'ifh,  on  their 
manufactures,  muff  be  enormous,  or  they  could  not  rapport  commtjjaru  at  fuch 
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an  expence,  fome  of  whom  travel  in  Italy  pqf}>  from  town  to  town,  and,  when, 
arrived,  amufe  themfelves,  it  is  plain,  with  fuch  comforts  as  the  good  humour 
of  the  country  throws  in  their  way. 

The  15th.  The  rencontre  at  Mr.  Taylor’s  of  the  French  gentleman,  the 
Baron  de  Rovrure,  and  Madame  de  Bouille,  has  been  productive  of  an  engage- 
ment to  travel  together  to  Florence,  with  Signore  Grimaldi,  and  Mr.  Stewart, 
a Scotch  gentleman*,  juft  arrived  from  Geneva,  and  going  alfo  to  Florence. 
We  fet  off  in  three  vetture  this  morning.  The  country  from  Bologna  to  Flo- 
rence is  all  mountainous ; moft  of  it  poor  and  barren,  with  fhabby,  ragged,  ill 
preferved  wnod,  fpotted  with  a weak  and  ftraggling  cultivation.  Houfes  are 
fcattered  over  moft  of  it,  but  very  thinly.  We  dined  at  Loiano,  much  in  the 
flyle  of  hogs ; they  fpread  for  us  a cloth,  that  had  loft,  by  the  fnuff  and  greafy 
fingers  of  vetturini,  all  that  once  was  white ; our  repaft  was  black  rice  broth, 
that  would  not  have  difgraced  the  philofophy  of  Lycurgus,  liver  fried  in  rancid 
oil,  and  cold  cabbage,  the  remnant  of  the  preceding  day.  We  pleaded  hard 
for  faufage,  eggs,  or  good  bread  and  onions,  but  in  vain.  W e laid,  not  flept, 
in  our  cloaths  at  Covigliano,  hoping,  not  without  fears,  to  efcape  the.  itch. 
Such  accommodations,  on  fuch  a road,  are  really  incredible.  It  is  certainly  one 
of  the  moft  frequented  that  is  to  be  found  in  Europe.  Whether  you  go  to  Flo- 
rence, Rome,  and  Naples,  by  Parma,  Milan,  or  Venice;. that  is,  from  all  Lom- 
bardy, as  well  as  from  France,  Spain,  England,  Germany,  and  all  the  north, 
you  pafs  by  this  route,  confequently  one  would  expedt,  at  every  poll,  a tolerably 
good  inn,  to  catch  the  perfons  whom  accident,  biifinefs,  or  any  other  derange- 
ment of  plan  might  induce  to  flop  between  Bologna  and  Florence.  The  only 
place  pofiibie  to  deep  at,  with  comfort,  is  Mafchere,  about  forty  miles  from 
Bologna,  but,  for  travellers  who  go  any  other  way  than  pofl,  forty  miles  are  no 
divifion  of  fixty-four.  If  the  road  were  in  England,  with  a tenth  of  the  traffic, 
there  would  be  an  excellent  inn  at  every  four  or  five  miles,  to  receive  travellers 
properly,  at  whatever  diflance  their  accidental  departure  made  mofl  convenient : 
but  England  and  Italy  have  a gulph  between  them  in  the  comforts  of  life,  much 
wider  than  the  channel  that  parts  Dover  and  Calais. —27  miles. 

The  1 6th.  On  entering  Tufcany,  our  baggage  was  examined,  and  plumbed 
for  Florence:  the  firft  moment  I fet  foot  in  this  country,  therefore,  I find  one 
grofs  error  of  the  ceconomifies , who  have  repeated,  from  one  another,  in  at  lea.fl 
twenty  performances,  that  the  Grand  Duke  had  adopted  their  plan,  and  united 
all  taxes  in  one,  noon  the  net  oroduce  of  land.  Having  erode ci  the  highefl  ridge 
of  the  Appenines,  for  feveral  miles  in  the  clouds,  and  therefore  feeing  no  pro- 
fpecl,  defeended  at  Mafchere,  for  a while,  in  a better  region;  from  the  inn,  the 
view  is  rich  and  fine.  We  noted  here  a wonderful  improvement  in  the  figure 
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and  beauty  of  the  fex ; the  countrywomen  are  handfome^  and  their  arefs  is  very 
becoming ; with  jackets,  the  fleeves  puckered  and  tied  in  puffs,  with  coloured 
ribbons;  broad  hats,  fomething  like  thofe  worn  by  ladies  in  England  with 
riding  habits ; their  complexions  are  good,  and  their  eyes  fine,  large,  and  expref- 
iive.  We  reached  Florence,  with  juft  light  enough  to  admire  the  number  of 
white  houfes  fpread  thickly  every  where  over  the  mountains  ‘that  furround  the 
city.  But  before  wre  enter,  I muff  fay  a word  or  two  of  my  French  fellow  tra- 
vellers : Monf.  le  Baron  is  an  agreeable  polite  man,  not  deficient  in  the  power 
to  make  obfervations  that  become  a perfon  of  fenfe : the  life  of  Madame  de 
Bouille  would,  if  well  written,  form  an  entertaining  romance;  fhe  went,  early  in 
the  lafl  war,  to  St.  Domingo  with  her  hufnand,  who  had  a confiderable  pro- 
perty there;-  and  on  her  return  fhe  was  taken  in  a French  frigate,  by  an  En- 
glifh  one,  after  a very  fmart  engagement  of  three  hours,  and  carried  into  Kin- 
fale,  whence  fhe  went  to  Dublin,  and  to  London : this  is  an  outline  which  fhe 
has  filled  up  very  agreeably  with  many  incidents,  which  have  kept  her  in  per- 
petual motion;  the  prefent  troubles  in  France  have,  I fuppofe,  added  her  and 
the  Baron  to  the  infinite  number  of  other  French  travellers,  who  fwarm,  to  an 
incredible  degree,  every  where  in  Italy.  She  is  lively,  has  much  ccnverfation, 
has  Teen  a good  deal  of  the  world,  and  makes  an  agreeable  compagnon  de  voyage. 
— — 37  miles. 

The  17th.  Lafi:  night,  on  arriving  here,  we  found  the  Aquila  Nerd  and  Va- 
nin? s fo  full,  that  we  could  not  get  chambers ; and  the  great  Mr.  Meggot 
looked  into  our  cabriolets  to  examine  us,  before  he  would  give  an  anfwer,  pretend- 
ing. that  his  were  hefpoken ; and  then  allured  us,  as  we  had  no  air  that  promifed 
good  plucking,  that  his  were  engaged.  At  the  Scudi  di  Franeia , where  there 
are  many  excellent  and  well  furnifhed  apartments,  we  found  all  we  wanted,  but 
dearer  than  common,  1 o paoli  a head  a day;  our  merchant  leaves  us  to-morrow 
morning;,  for  Leghorn,  and  the  reft  of  the  comoany  divide,  to  find  lod rings. 
JW aited  on  Monf.  de  Streinefherg,  the  Grand  Duke’s  private  fecretary,  for  whom 
T had  letters.*  1 am  out  pf  luck,  for  he  is  immerfed  ifi  bufinefs  and  en~ age- 
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ments,  as  the  court  goes  to  Pifa  to-morrow  morning,  Tor  the  winter.  This, 
i fuppofe,  is  of  no  comequence  to  me,  for  what  court  is  there  in  the  world 
that  would  give  or  receive  information  from  a farmer  ? The  obiedts  for  which 
I travel  are  of  another  complexion  from  thofe  which  fmooth.  our  paths  in  a 
court.  And  yet  the  Grand  Duke  has  the  reputation  of  being,  in  refpedt  to 
the  objects  of  his  attention,  the  wifeft  prince  in  Europe.  So  much  for  the 
fovereign  of  this  country — let  me  but  find  fome  good  farmers  in  it,  and.  I fhall 
not  be  difcontented. 

The  1 8th.  Fixed  this  morning  in  lodgings  (del  Sarte  Inglefe  via  dei  Fqffi ), 
with  the  Marchionefs,  the  Baron,  and  Mr.  Stewart.  My  friend,  ProfeiTor  Sy- 
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LiCaQ;  out  nearing  that  his  brotner,  bignore  hen,  was  not  omy  living,  hut  pre- 
sent of  the  GeorgofiJi  Society,  I waited  on  him,  and  gave  him  the  letter  that 
was  designed  for  his  late  brother  ; he  received  me  politely,  and  recollecting  the 
name  of  Young,  being  quoted  by  the  Marquis  de  Caffaiix,  in  his  Msckanifm  des 
Societes,  and  being  informed  that  I was  the  perfon,  remarked,  that  thisungeni- 
ous  writer  had  made  fome  ufe  of  my  calculations,  to  found  his  theory  of  the 
national  debt  of  England;  a very  curious  fubjecc,  on  which  he  fliould  like  much 
to  convene  with  me;  and  afked,  if  I looked  upon  that  debt  as  fo  harm  lei  s ? I 
told  him,  that  I thought  Monf.  de  Cafiaux’s  book  full  of  original  and  ingenious 
remarks,  and  many  important  ones,  particularly  his  condemnation  of  the  colo- 
nizing fyiiem;  but  that  as  to  the  national  debt  of  England,  it  originated  in  the 
knavery  of  thofe  who  borrowed,  and  in  the  folly  of  thofe  who  lent;  perpetuat- 
ing taxes  that  took  money  from  induftrious  people,  -in  order  to  give  it  to  idle, 
ones.  That  the  liberty  of  England  enabled  it  to  ftouriih  beyond  that  of  any 
other  fociety  in  the  world,  not  becaufe  it  had  a national  debt,  but  in  fpite  of  fo 
great  an  evil. — W ell,  Sir,  he  replied,  I have  juft  the  idea  of  it  that  you  have , and 
I could  not  conceive  how  a country  could  pay  eight  or  nine  millions  of  guineas  a 
year,  in  inter ef,  without  being  the  weaker  and  poorer . He  then  enquired  into, 
my  plan,  commended  highly  the  object  of  my  journey,  which,  he  was  pleafed 
to  fay,  had  fo  little  refemblance  to  ghat  of  the  great  mafs  of  my  countrymen, 
that  he  hoped  I met  with  no  impediments  in  gaining  the  information  I wifhed ; 
and  added,  that  he  was  very  forry  he  was  going,  to  Pifa,  or  he  fhould  have  been 
happy  in  procuring  me  all  in  his  power,  though  he  was  no  practical  farmer. 
Signore  Neri  appears  to  be  well  informed,  fenfible,  and  judicious  ;,  has  a large 
collection  of  books,  on  ufeful  fu Ejects,  particularly  the  various  branches  of  poli- 
tical ceconomy,  which  he  fhews,  by  his  conversation,  to  have  consulted  with 
effect. 

After  all  I had  read  and  heard  of  the  Venus  of  Medicis,  arid  the  number- 
lefs  Calls  I had  feen  of  it,  which  have  made  me.  often  wonder  at  defcriptions  of 
the  original,  I was  eager  to  hurry  to  the  tribuna , for  a view  of  the  dangerous 
goddefs.  It  is  not  eafy  to  ipeak  of  fuch  divine  beauty,  with  any  fobriety  of  lan- 
guage; nor  without  hyperbole  to  exprefs  one’s  admiration,  when  felt  with  any 
degree  of  enthufiafm ; and  who  but  muft  feel  admiration  at  the  talents  of  the. 
artill,  that  thus  almofl  animated  marble  ? If  we  fuppofe  an  original,  beautiful 
as  this  flatue,  and  doubly  animated,  not  with  life  only,  but.  with  a paflion  for 
dome  favoured  lover,  the  marble  of  Cleomenes  is  not  more  inferior  to  fuch  life, 
in  the  eyes  of  fuch  a lover,  than  all  the  caffs  I have  feen  of  this  celebrated  ibatue. 
are  to  the  inimitable  original.  You  may  view  it  till  the  urffteady  eye  doubts 
the.  truth  of  its  own  feniation ; ills  cold  marble  feerus  to  acquire  the  warmth  of 
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nature,  and  promifes  to  yield  to  the  impreffion  of  one's  hand.  Nothing  in 
painting  fo  miraculous  as  this.  A fare  proof  of  the  rare  merit  of  this  wonder- 
ful production  is,  its  exceeding,  in  truth  of  reprefen tation,  every  idea  which  is 
previoudy  formed ; the  reality  of  the  duffel  goes  beyond  the  expectancy  of  ima- 
gination ; the  vifions  of  the  fancy  may  play  in  fields  of  creation,  may  people 
them  with  nymphs  of  more  than  human  beauty ; but  to  imagine  life  thus  to  be 
faihioned  from  hone ; that  the  imitation  fhall  exceed,  in  perfection,  all  that  com- 
mon nature  has  to  offer,  is  beyond  the  compafs  of  what  ordinary  minds  have  a 
power  of  conceiving.  In  the  fame  apartment  there  are  other  flatues,  but,  in  the 
prefence  of  Venus,  who  is  it  that  can  regard  them  ? They  are,  however,  fome  of 
the  nneif  in  the  world,  and  muff  be  referved  for  another  day.  Among  the  pic- 
tures, which  indeed  form  a noble  collection,  my  eyes  were  rivetted  on  the  portrait 
of  Julius  II.  by  Raphael,  which,  if  I poffeffed,  I would  not  give  for  the  St.  John, 
the  favourite  idea  he  repeated  fo  often.  The  colours  have,  in  this  piece,  given 
more  life  to  canvafs,  than  northern  eyes  have  been  accuftomed  to  acknowledge. 
But  the  Titian! — enough  of  Venus;- — at  the  fame  moment  to  animate  marble, 
and  breathe  on  canvafs,  is  too  much. — By  hufoanding  the  luxury  of  the  fight, 
let  us  keep  the  eye  from  being  fatiated  with  fud  a parade  of  charms : retire 
to  repofe  on  the  infipidity  of  common  objeCts,  and  return  another  day,  to 
gaze  with  frefh  admiration.  In  the  afternoon,  by  appointment,  to  Signore 
Prepofito  Laftri,  author  of  the  Corfo  d' Agricoltura,  and  other  much  efleemed 
works,  to  whom  I had  letters.  He  was  to  have  carried  me  to  Signore  Zuc- 
chino,  director  of  the  ceconomical  garden,  for  whom  alfo  I had  recommendati- 
ons; I hoped  to  efcape  feeing  this  garden — and  the  rain  Seconded  my  withes,  for 
ft  would  not  allow  us  to  ftir;  and  that  gentleman  coming  to  Signore  Laftri’s,  I 
had  the  pleafure  of  a converfation  on  our  favourite  topic.  Signore  Zucchino 
feems  an  animated  character,  fpeaks  of  agriculture  in  a Ryle  that  gives  me  a 
good  opinion  of  his  purfuits;  made  me  very  friendly  offers  of  whatever  affift- 
ance  was  in  his  power,  during  my  flay  at  Florence,  and  appointed  another  day 
for  viewing  the  ceconomical  garden.  At  night  to  the  opera,  the  'Trams  del 
Lujjb,  of  Cimarofa ; the  muiic  as  good  as  the  linging  bad,  and  the  dancing  exe- 
crable. An  Englffh  gentleman,  of  the  name  of  Harrington  (the  younger), 
whom  I had  met  at  Mr.  Taylor’s,  at  Bologna,  entering  into  converfation,  men- 
tioned, among  other  topics,  that  the  Margrave  of  Anfpach,  who  is  here  with 
Lady  Craven,  wifhed  to  know  me  perfonally,  in  order  to  fpeak  to  me  on  the 
fubjeCl  of  Spanifh  fheep,  his  highnefs  having  imported  them  to  Anfpach.  I 
replied,  that,  on  a farming  topic,  I fhould  be  happy  in  the  converfation  of  any 
prince,  who  loved  the  fubjeCt  enough  to  import  a better  breed.  The  father 
foon  after  joining  us,  and  probably  having  been  told,  by  his  fon,  what  had 
paffed,  obferved  to  me,  that  the  Margrave  was  very  fond  of  agriculture,  and 
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had  made  great  improvements ; adding, “ that  if  I wanted  to  be  introduced  to  him, 
he  would  introduce  me.”  This  was  another  bufmefs  • — my  expreffing  a defire 
to  be  prefented  to  a fovereign  prince,  not  at  his  own  court,  appeared  to  be  an 
awkward  intrufion ; for  no  idea  could  be  more  difguftful  to  me,  than  that  of  pu flung 
myfelf  into  fuch  company.  I replied,  therefore,  that  if  it  were  the  defire  of  the 
Margrave  to  have  any  converfation  with  me,  and  he  would  inform  me  of  it,  in 
any  way  he  thought  proper,  I would  certainly  pay  my  refpedis  to  him,  with 
great  readinefs.  The  Margrave  was  at  the  opera;  Mr.  Harrington  quitted  me, 
as  if  to  go  to  him.  I iuppofe  the  converfation  was  milunderfcood,  for  Lady 
Craven  does  not  feem,  by  her  book,  to  be  much  of  a farmer. 

The  19th.  Call  on  Signore  Tartini,  fecretary  to  the  royal  academy  Gear  go  flit, 
and  on  Lord  Hervey,  our  minifter  here;  both  abfent.  Another  turn  in  the 
gallery  brought  a repetition  of  that  pleafure  which  is  there  to  be  reaped,  in  the 
exuberance  of  a plentiful  harvefl.  The  woman,  lying  on  a bed,  by  Titian,  is 
probably  the  fineft  picture,  of  one  figure,  that  is  to  be  feed  in  the  world.  A 
fatyre  and  nymph,  by  Hannibal  Carracci;  a Correggio;  a Carlo  Dolci. — Among 
the  ftatues— -the  Apollo,  the  Wreftlers,  the  Whetter,  as  it  is  called,  the  Venus 
rifing  from  the  bath,  the  Ganimede. — What  an  amazing  collection ! I have 
been  many  years  amufing  myfelf  with  looking  at  the  ftatues  in  England ! 
very  harmlefsly : — my  pleafure  of  that  kind  is  at  end.  In  fpite  of  every  effort 
to  the  contrary,  one  cannot  (unlefs  an  artift,  who  views  not  for  pleafure  but  as 
a critic)  help  forming  eternal  comparifons,  and  viewing  very  coldly  pieces  that 
may  perhaps  have  merit,  but  are  inferior  to  others  which  have  made  a deep  im« 
preiliqm  'But  the  paintings  and  ftatues  in  this  gallery  are  in  fuch  profufion, 
that,  to  view  them  with  an  attention  adequate  to  their  merit,  one  ought  to  walk 
here  two  hours  a day  for  fix  months.  In  the  afternoon,  waited  on  Signore  Fab- 
broni,  author  of  fome  works  on  agriculture,  that  have  rendered  him  very  well 
known,  particularly  a little  treatife  in  French,  entituled,  Reflexions  flur  Ret  at 
aciuel  de  /’ Agriculture , printed  at  Paris  in  1780,  which  is  one  of  the  heft  appli- 
cations of  the  modern  difeoveries  in  natural  philofophy  to  agriculture,  that  has 
been  attempted ; it  is  a work  of  confiderable  merit,  I had  two  hours  very 
agreeable  and  inflrudtive  converfation  with  him : he  is  lively,  has  great  fire  and 
vivacity,  and  that  valuable  talent  of  thinking  for  himfelf,  one  of  the  belt  qua- 
lities a man  can  poflefs;  without  which,  we  are  little  better  than  horfes  in  a 
team,  trammelled  to  follow  one  another.  He  is  very  well  inflrudted  alfo  in  the 
politics  of  Tufcany,  connected  with  agriculture. 

The  20th.  Early  in  the  morning,  by  appointment,  to  Signore  Tartini,  to 
whole  attentions  I am  obliged,  not  only  for  a converfation  on  my  favourite 
fubject,  but  for  fome  books  of  his  writing,  which  he  prefented  me  with ; among 
others,  the  Giornak  d’ Agricoltur a di  Firenze,  which  was  dropped  for  want  of 
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encouragement.  He  accompanied  me  to  Signore  Laftri’s,  and  then  we  went 
together  to  the  (Economical  garden  of  Signore  Zucchino,  for  which  the  Grand 
Duke  allows  three  hundred  crowns  a-year,  befides  fuch  labour  as  is  wanted ; 
and  the  profeffor  reads  ledlures  in  fummer.  The  eftabliihment  of  fuch  a garden 
does  honour  to  a fovereign ; becaule  it  marks  an  attention  to  objects  of  impor- 
tance. But  it  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  they  do  not  go  one  ftep  further,  and, 
inftead  of  a garden,  have  a farm  of  not  lefs  than  three  hundred  English  acres ; 
moft  of  them  are  poffeffors  of  farms ; a well  lituatedone  might  eaiily  be  chofen, 
and  the  whole  conducted  at  an  expence  that  would  be  amply  repaid  by  the  prac- 
tical benefits  flowing  from  it.  Signore  Zucchino’s  garden  is  much  cleaner,  and 
in  neater  order  than  any  other  I have  feen  in  Italy:  but  it  is  not  eafy  to  form 
experiments  in  a few  acres,  that  are  applicable  to  the  improvement  of  a national 
agriculture.  He  is  an  adlive,  animated  character,  attached  to  the  purfuit  (no 
fmall  merit  in  Italy),  and  would  make  a very  good  ufe  of  his  time,  if  the  Grand 
Duke  would  do  with  him  as  the  King  of  Naples  has  done  by  his  friend  Singore 
Balfamo — fend  him  to  pradlife  in  England.  I told  him  fo,  and  he  liked  the  idea 
very  much.  We  had  fome  converfation  concerning  Signore  Balfamo,  agreeing 
that  he  had  confiderable  talents,  and  great  vivacity  of  character.  I regretted 
that  he  was  to  flay  only  a year  in  England ; but  admitted,  that  there  were  few 
men  who  could  make  fo  good  a ufe  of  fo  fhort  a period.  Signore  Zucchino 
fhewed  me  the  MS.  account  of  my  farm,  which  Signore  Balfamo  had  fent  him*. 
A profeilor  of  agriculture  in  Sicily,  being  fent  by  his  fovereign,  and  wifely 
fent,  to  England  for  inftruction  in  agriculture,  appears  to  me  to  be  an  epoch 
in  the  hiftory  of  the  human  mind.  From  that  Hand,  the  moft  celebrated 
of  all  antiquity  for  fruitfuinefs  and  cultivation,  on  whofe  exuberance  its  neigh- 
bours depended  for  their  bread — and  whofe  practice  the  greateft  nations  con- 
fidered  as  the  moil  worthy  of  imitation : at  a period  too  when  we  were  in  the 
woods,  contemned  for  barbarity,  and  hardly  confidered  as  worth  the  trouble  of 
conquering.  What  has  effected  fo  enormous  a change  ? Two  words  explain  it, 
we  are  become  free,  and  Sicily  enllaved.  We  were  joined,  at  the  garden,  by 
my  good  friend  from  Milan,  the  Abbate  Amoretti,  a new  circumflance  of  good 
fortune  for  me.  To-day,  in  my  walk  in  the  gallery,  I had  fome  converfation 
with  Signore  Adamo  Fabbroni,  brother  of  the  gentleman  I mentioned  before, 
and  author  alio  of  fome  differ tations  on  agriculture ; particularly  Sopra  il  quejito , 
indicare  le  vere  teorie  delle  fume  dei  terreni , from  which  I inferted  an  extract 
in  the  Annals  of  Agriculture, — alfo  a journal  of  Agriculture,  publffhed  at 
Perueia,  where  he  redded  feven  years : but  as  it  did  not  fucceed  for  more  than 
three,  he  dropped  it.  It  is  remarkable  how  many  writers  on  this  fubject  there 
are  at  prelent  at  Florence:  the  two  Fabbronis,  Laffri,  Zucchino,  Targioni, 
Paoletti,  whom  I am  to  viiit  in  the  country,  attended  by  Signore  Amoretti 
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they  fay  he  is  the  moil  practical  of  all*  having  reiided  conilantly  on  his  farm. 
I fpent  an  hour  very  agreeably,  contemplating  one  ilatue  to-day,  namely, 
Bandinelli’s  copy  of  the  Laocoon,  which  is  a production  that  does  honour  to 
modern  ages  • I did  not  want  this  copy  to  remind  me  of  another  moil  celebrated 
one,  and  of  the  many  very  agreeable  and  interactive  hours  I have  fpent  with  its 
noble  owner  the  Earl  of  Orford. 

The  2 1 ft.  Signore  Tartini  had  engaged  the  Ahbate  Amofetti,  and  myfelf,  to 
go  this  day  to  his  country-feat,  but  it  rained  inceifantly.  The  climate  of  Italy 
is  fuch  as  will  not  make  many  men  in  love  with  it  ; on  my  confcience,  I think 
that  of  England  infinitely  preferable. — If  there  were  not  great  powers  of  evapo- 
ration, it  would  be  uninhabitable.  It  has  rained,  more  or  lefs,  for  five  weeks 
pail ; and  more,  I fhould  conceive,  has  fallen,  than  in  England  in  a year.  In 
the  evening  to  the  converfazione  of  Signore  Fabbroni,  where  I met  Signore 
Pella,  director  of  the  gallery  ; Signore  Gaietano  Rinaldi,  director  of  the  polls  ; 
another  gentleman,  adminiilrator  of  the  Grand  Duke’s  domains,  I forget  his 
name ; the  Abbate  Amoretti,  &c. — It  gave  me  pleafure  to  find,  that  the  com- 
pany did  not  aifemble  in  order  to  converfe  on  the  trivial  nonfenfe  of  common 
topics,  like  fo  many  coteries  in  all  countries.  They  very  readily  joined  in  the 
difcufiions  I had  with  Signore  Fabbroni ; and  Signora  Fabbroni  herfelf,  who 
has  an  excellent  underftanding,  did  the  fame.  By  the  way,  this  lady  is  young, 
handfome,  and  well  made : if  Titian  were  alive,  he  might  form  from  her  a 
Venus  not  inferior  to  thofe  he  has  immortalized  on  his  canvafs ; for  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  his  originals  were  real,  and  not  ideal  beauty.  Signora  Fabbroni  is 
here,  but  where  is  Titian  to  be  found  ? 

The  2 2d.  In  the  forenoon  to  th econverfazione  of  the  fenator  Marchefe  Ginori, 
where  were  afiembled  fome  of  the  letteratii  &c.  of  Florence;  the  Cavaliere 
Fontana,  fo  well  known  in  England  for  his  eudiometrical  experiments,  Zucchino* 
Laflri,  Amoretti,  the  Marchefe  Pacci,  who  has  a reputation  here  for  his  know- 
ledge of  rural  affairs.  Signore  Pella,  See,  The  conzerfazioni  are  commonly  in 
an  evening,  but  the  Marchefe  Ginori’s  is  regularly  once  a week  in  a morning  ; 
this  nobleman  received  me  very  politely:  indeed  he  is  famous  for  his  attention 
to  every  objeCt  that  is  really  of  importance;  converfes  rationally  on  agriculture, 
and  has  himfelf,  many  years  ago,  edablifhed,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Florence, 
one  of  the  mod  considerable  manufactories  of  porcelain  that  is  to  be  found  in 
Italy.  Dine  with  his  Majefty’s  envoy  extraordinary.  Lord  Hervey,  with  a great 
party  of  Englifh ; among  whom  were  Lord  and  Lady  Elcbo,  and  Mr.  and  Mils 
Charteris,  Lord  Hume,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beckford,  Mr.  Digby,  Mr.  Temped, 
Dr.  Cleghoni,  profeiTor  of  hidory  at  St.  Andrew’s,  who  travels  with  Lord  Hume, 
with  ten  or  a dozen  others.  I had  the  honour  of  being  known  to  Lord  and 
Lady  Hervey  in  Suffolk,  fo  they  were  not  new  faces  to  me ; of  the  others,  I 
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had  never  feen  any  thing  : the  company  was  too  numerous  for  a converfation, 
from  which  much  was  to  be  gained.  I fat  by  the  fellow  of  an  Englifh  college; 
and  my  heels  had  more  converfation  with  his  fword  than  I had  with  its  owner  : 
when  a man  begins  every  fentence  with  a cardinal,  a prince,  or  a celebrated 
beauty,  I generally  find  myfelf  in  too  good  company ; but  Mifs  Charteris,  who 
feems  a natural  character,  and  was  at  her  eafe,  confoled  me  on  the  other  fide. 
At  this  dinner  (which,  by  the  way,  was  a fplendid  one),  I was,  according  to  a 
cuftom  that  rarely  fails,  the  word:  dreifed  man  in  the  company ; but  I wTas  clean, 
and  as  quietly  in  repofe  on  that  head,  as  if  I had  been  either  fine  or  elegant. 
The  time  was,  when  this  fingle  circumdance  would  have  made  me  out  of 
countenance,  and  uneafy.  Thank  my  dars,  I have  buried  that  folly.  I have 
but  a poor  opinion  of  Quin,  for  declaring  that  he  could  not  afford  to  go  plain  : 
he  was  rich  enough,  in  wdt,  to  have  worn  his  breeches  on  his  head,  if  he  had 
pleafed;  but  a man  like  myfelf,  without  the  talent  of  converfation,  before  he 
has  well  arranged  his  feelings,  finds  relief  in  a good  coat  or  a diamond  ring. 
Lord  Hervev,  in  the  mod  friendly  manner,  deiired  I would  make  his  table  my 
own,  while  1 was  at  Florence,- — that  I fhould  always  find  a cover,  at  three 
o’clock,  for  dinners  are  not  the  cujiom  here , and  yon  will  very  rarely  find  me  from 
home . This  explains  the  Florentine  mode  of  living  ; at  Milan,  great  dinners 
are  perpetual,  here  the  nobility  never  give  them.  I have  no  idea  of  a fociety 
worth  a farthing,  where  it  is  not  the  cuflom  to  dine  with  one  another.  Their 
converfazioni  are  good  ideas,  when  there  are  no  cards,' — but  much  inferior  to 
what  one  has  at  a dinner  for  a feled  party.  In  England,  without  this,  there 
would  be  no  converfation;  and  the  French  cuflom,  of  riling  immediately  after 
it,  which  is  that  alio  of  Italy,  dedroys,  relatively  to  this  objed,  the  bed  hour 
in  the  whole  day. 

The  23d,  To  the  gallery,  where  the  horrible  tale  of  Niobe  and  her  chil- 
dren is  told  fo  terribly  well  in  done,  as  to  raife  in  the  fpedator’s  bofom  all  the 
powers  of  the  pathetic.  The  adion  of  the  miferable  mother,  fhielding  the  lad 
of  her  children  againd  the  murdering  drafts  of  Apollo,  is  inimitable;  and  the 
figure  of  that  younged  of  the  children,  perfedion.  The  two  figures,  which 
drike  me  mod,  are  the  fon  who  has  gathered  his  drapery  on  his  left  arm,  and 
the  companion,  a daughter,  in  the  oppofite  corner.  The  expreffion  of  his  face 
is  in  the  higheft  perfedion,  and  the  attitude,  and  whole  figure,  though  much 
repaired,  incomparable.  The  daughter  has  gathered  her  drapery  in  one  hand, 
behind  her,  to  accelerate  her  flight ; £he  moves  againd  the  wind,  and  nothing 
■can  be  finer  than  the  pofition  and  motion  of  the  body,  appearing  through  the 
drapery.  There  are  others  of  the  group  alfo,  of  the  greated  force  and  fire  of 
attitude ; and  I am  happy  not  to  he  a critic  indruded  enough  to  find,  as  Monf. 
de  la  Lande  fays,  that  the  greated  part  of  the  figures  are  bad.  They  certainly 
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are  not  equal ; they  are  the  work  of  Scopas,  a Greek  fculptor.  Dine  with 
Lord  Elcho,  at  Meggot’s  hotel;  Lord  Hume,  Mr.  Tempeff,  Mr.  Tyrrhit,  as 
wel  1 as  Lord  Elcho’s  family  and  Dr.  Cleghorn,  prefen t : feme  agreeable  con- 
venation  ; the  young  perfons  have  engaged  in  fport  to  walk  on  foot  to  Rome  5 
right — I like  that.  If  the  Italians  be  curious  in  novelty  of  character,  the  p ailing 
Englifh  are  well  framed  to  give  it. 

The  24th.  In  the  morning,  with  Abbate  Amoretti,  and  Signore  Zucchino 
to  the  porcelain  manufacture  of  the  Marchefe  Ginori,  four  miles  to  the  north  of 
Florence.  It  is  laid  to  be  in  a flourifhing  date,  and  the  appearance  of  things 
anfwers  the  defeription.  it  is  a good  fabric,  and  many  of  the  torms  and  the 
deiigns  are  elegant.  They  work  calls  of  all  the  antique  ilatues  and  bronzes, 
fome  of  which  are  well  executed.  Their  plates  are  a zechin  each  (9s.)  and  a 
complete  fervice,  for  twelve  covers,  10 j zechins.  To  the  Marchefe  Martelii’s 
villa ; a very  handfome  refidence.  This  nobleman  is  a friend  of  Signore  Zucchino, 
and,  underftanding  our  intention,  of  making  it  a farming  day  as  well  as  a manu- 
facturing one,  ordered  a dinner  to  be  prepared,  and  his  faCtor  to  attend  for  giving 
information,  apologizing  for  his  own  abfence,  on  account  of  a previous  engage- 
ment. We  found  a very  handfome  repaid ; too  much  for  the  occafion  : — and 
we  drank — alia  Inglefe , success  to  the  plough  ! in  excellent  wine.  The 
faCtor  then  conducted  us  over  the  farm  : he  is  an  intelligent  man,  and  anfwered 
my  numerous  enquiries,  apparently  with  coniiderable  knowledge  of  theiubjeCL 
Returned  at  night  to  Florence. 

The  25th.  Early  in  the  morning,  with  Signore  Amoretti,  toWilla Magna, 
feven  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Florence,  to  Signore  Paoletti ; this  gentleman,  cure 
of  that  parith,  had  been  mentioned  to  me  as  the  molt  practical  writer  or  agri- 
culture, in  this  part  of  Italy,  having  relided  always  in  the. country,  -and  with 
the  reputation  of  being  an  excellent  farmer.  W e found  him  at  home,' and  palled 
a very  inilruCtive  day,  viewing  his  farm,  and  receiving  much  information . - But 
I mu  if  note,  that  to  this  expreflio  n,  farm,  muff  not  be  annexed  the  ■Bnglifh 
idea;  for  Signore  Paoletti’s  coniiffs  of  three  pnderi,  that  is,  of  three  heufes,  each 
with  a farmer  and  his  family,  alia  met  a,  who  cultivate  the  ground,  and  have 
half  the  produce.  It  is  unneceffary  to  ofeferve,  that  whenever  this  is  the  cafe, 
the  common  hufbandry,  good  or  bad, . muff  be  purfued.  It  will  furprife  my 
Engliih  readers  to  find,  that  the  moft  practical  'Writer  at  Florence,  of  great  re- 
putation, and  very  defervedly  fo3  has  no.  other  than  a metayer  farm.  But  let  it 
not  be  thought  the  leaft  reflection  on  .Signore  Paoletti,  fince  he  dalles,  in  this 
refpeef,  with  his  fovereign,  whole  farms  are  in  the  fame  regimen.  Signore; 
Paoletti’s  maples  for  vines  appeared  to  be  trained  with  much  more  attention 
than  common  in  Tufcany,.  and  his  olives  w~ere  in  good  order.  This  day  hits, 
given  me  a fpecimen  of  the  winter  climate  of  Italy ; I never  felt  jfuch  a cold  pierc- 
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mg  wind  in  England.  Some  fnow  fell ; and  I could  fcarcely  keep  myfelf  from 
freezing,  by  walking  four  or  five  miles  an  hour.  All  water,  not  in  motion  from 
its  current  or  the  wind,  was  ice ; and  the  hides  j from  the  dripping  fprings  in 
the  hills,  were  two  feet  long.  In  England,  when  a fierce  N.  E.  wind  blows  in 
a fharp  froft,  we  have  fuch  weather;  but,  for  the  month  of  November,  I be- 
lieve fuch  a day  has  not  been  felt  in  England  fince  its  creation..  The  provilion 
of  the  Florentines  again  ft  fuch  weather  is  truly  ridiculous  : they  have  not 
chimnies  in  more  than  half  the  rooms  of  common  houfes ; and  thole  they 
do  not  life ; not  becaufe  they  are  not  cold,  for  they  go  fhivering  about,  with 
chattering  teeth,  with  an  idea  of  warmth,  from  a few  wood  afhes  or  embers  in 
an  earthen  pan ; and  another  contrivance  for  their  feet  to  reft  upon.  Wood 
is  very  dear,  therefore  this  miferable  fuccedaneum  is  for  (economy*  Thank 
God  for  the  coal  fires  of  England,  with  a climate  lefs  fevere  by  half  than  that 
of  Italy  ! I would  have  all  nations  love  their  country  ; but  tnere  are  rew  mors 
worthy  of  fuch  affection  than  our  blessed  isle,  from  which  no  one  will 
ever  travel,  hut  to  return  with  feelings  frefh  ftrung  for  pleafure,  and  a capacity 
renovated  by  a thoufuid  comparifons  for  the  enjoyment  of  it. 

The  2 6th.  To  the  Palazzo  Pitti.  I have  often  read  about  ideal  grace  in 
painting,  which  I never  well  comprehended,  till  I law  the  Madonna  della  Sedia 
of  Raphael.  I do  not  think  either  of  the  two  figures,  but  particularly  the 
child,  is  ftrictly  in  nature ; yet  there  is  fomething  that  goes  apparently  beyond 
it  in  their  expreftion ; and  as  paftion  and  emotion  are  out  of  the  queftion,  it  is 
to  he  refoived  into  ideal  grace.  The  air  of  the  virgin’s  head,  and  the  language 
of  the  infant’s  eyes,  are  not  eafty  transit!  ft  J by  copyifts.  A group  of  four  men 
at  a table,  by  Rubens,  which,  for  force  and  vigour  of  the  expreftion  of  nature* 
is  admirable.  A portrait  of  Paul  III.  by  Titian,  and  of  a Medicis,  by  Raphael. 
A virgin,  Jefus,  and  St.  John,  by  Rubens,  in  which  the  expreftion  of  the 
children  is  hardly  credible.  A Magdalen,  and  portrait  of  a woman  in  a fcarlet 
habit,  by  Titian.  A copy  of  Corregio  s holy  family,  at  Parma,  by  Barrocio 
Cataline,  a copy  of  Salvator  Rofa,  by  Nicolo  Caftalve ; and  laft,  not  leaft,  a 
marine  view,  by  Salvator. — But  to  enumerate  fuch  a vaft  profufton  of  fine  pieces, 
in  fo  many  fplendid  apartments,  is  impoilible;  for  few  fovereigns  have  a finer 
palace,  or  better  furnifhed.  Tables  inlaid,  and  curiofities,  both  here  and  at 
the  gallery,  abound,  that  deferve  examination,  to  mark  the  perfection  to  which 
thefe  arts  have  been  carried,  in  a country  where  you  do  not  find,  in  common  life, 
a door  to  open  without  wounding  your  knuckles,  or  a window  that  fhuts  well 
enough  to  exclude  the  Appenine  fnows.  The  gardens  of  this  palace  contain 
ground  that  Brown  would  have  made  delicious,  and  many  fine  things  that 
itineraries,  guides,  and  travels  dwell  amply  on. 

The  27th.  To  the  palace  Poggio  Imperiale,  a country-feat  of  the  Grand 
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well  proportioned  rooms,  neatly  fitted  up  and  furnifhed,  with  an  air  of  comfort 
without  magnificence,  except  in  the  article  beds,  which  are  below  par.  There 
is  a fine  veftibule  and  faloon,  that,  in  hot  weather,  muft  be  very  pleafant ; but  our 
party  were  frozen  through  all  the  houfe.  Lord  Hervey’s  rooms  are  warm, 
from  carpets  and  good  fires  ; but  thofe  are  the  only  ones  I have  fieen  here.  We 
have  a fine  clear  blue  Iky  and  a bright  fan,  with  a fharp  frofi:  and  a cutting 
N.  E.  wind,  that  brings  all  the  fnow  of  the  Alps,  of  Hungary,  Poland,  Ruffia, 
and  the  frozen  ocean  to  one’s  fenfation.  You  have  a fun  that  excites  perfpira- 
tion,  if  you  move  faft ; and  a wind  that  drives  ice  and  fnow  to  your  vitals. 
And  this  is  Italy,  celebrated  by  fo  many  hafty  writers  for  its  delicious  climate ! 
To-day,  on  returning  home,  we  met  many  carts  loaded  with  ice,  which  I 
found,  upon  meafure,  to  be  four  inches  thick ; and  we  are  here  between  la- 
titude 43,  and  44.  The  green  peafe  in  December  and  January,  in  Spain, 
fhew  plainly  the  fuperiority  of  that  climate,  which  is  in  the  fame  latitude. 
The  magnitude  and  fubftantial  folidity  with  which  the  Palazzo  Ricardi 
was  built,  by  a merchant  of  the  Florentine  republic,  is  aftoniftiing ; we  have, 
in  the  north  of  Europe  (now  the  molt  commercial  part  of  the  globe),  no 
idea  of  merchants  being  able  to  raife  fuch  edifices  as  thefe.  The  Palazzo 
Pitti  was  another  infiance  but  as  it  ruined  its  mafier,  it  deferves  not  to  be 
mentioned  in  this  view ; and  there  are  at  Florence  many  others,  with  Rich  a 
profufion  of  churches,  that  they  mark  out  the  fame  marvellous  influx  of  wealth, 
arifing  from  trade.  To  a mind  that  has  the  leafi  turn  after  philofophica!  en- 
quiry, reading  modern  hifiory  is  generally  the  mofi  tormenting  employment 
that  a man  can  have ; one  is  plagued  with  the  addons  of  a deteftable  fet  of 
men,  called  conquerors,  heroes,  and  great  generals ; and  we  wade  through 
pages  loaded  with  military  details  ; but  when  you  want  to  know  the  progrefs  of 
agriculture,  of  commerce,  and  induftry,  their  effect  in  different  ages  and  na- 
tions on  each  other — the  wealth  that  refulted — the  divifion  of  that  wealth — • 
its  employment — and  the  manners  it  produced — all  is  a blank.  Voltaire  fet  an 
example,  but  how  has  it  been  followed  ? Plere  is  a cieling  of  a noble  faloon, 
painted  by  Luca  Giordano,  reprefenting  the  progrefs  of  human  life.  The  in- 
vention and  poetry  of  this  piece  are  great,  and  the  execution  fuch  as  muft  pleafe 
every  one.  The  library  is  rich  • I was  particularly  ftruck  with  one  of  the 
rooms  that  contains  the  books,  having;  a gallery  for  the  convenience  of  reaching- 
them,  without  any  difagreeahle  effect  to  the  eye.  In  England  we  have  many 
apartments,  the  beauty  of  which  is  ruined  by  thefe  galleries : this  is  thirty-fix 
feet  by  twenty-four,  within  the  cafes,  well  lighted  by  one  moderate  window  ■ and 
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bly  merits  the  name  ; for  fome  of  the  beft  inftrudted  people  at  Florence  meet 
there,  and  difcufs  topics  of  importance.  Signore  Fabbroni  is  not  only  an 
csconomljie , but  a friend  to  the  Tufcan  mode  of  letting  farms  alia  meta , which 
he  thinks  is  the  bell  for  the  peafants  j his  abilities  are  great ; but  fadts  are  too 
flubborn  for  him. 

The  29th.  Churches,  palaces,  &c.  In  the  afternoon  to  St.  Firenze,  to  hear 
an  oratorio.  At  night  to  a concert,  given  by  a rich  Jew  on  his  wedding:  a 

folo  on  the  violin,  by  Nardini Crouds — candles — ice — fruits— heat — and — 

fo  forth . ... 

The  30th.  To  SignoreFabbroni,  who  is  fecond  in  command  under  il  Cava- 
liere  Fontana,  in  the  whole  mufeum  of  the  Grand  Duke ; he  fhewed  me,  and 
our  party,  the  cabinets  of  natural  hillcry,  anatomy,  machines,  pneumatics, 
magnetifm,  optics.  See.  which  are  ranked  among  the  fined:  collections  in  the 
world ; and,  for  arrangement,  or  rather  exhibition,  exceed  all  of  them ; but 
note,  no  chamber  for  agriculture ; no  collection  of  machines,  relative  to  that 
fir  ft  of  arts ; no  mechanics,  of  great  talents  or  abilities,  employed  in  improving, 
eating,  and  fimplifying  the  common  tools  ufed  by  the  hufbancman,  or  inventing 
new  ones,  to  add  to  his  forces,  and  to  leiTen  the  expence  of  his  efforts ! Is. 
not  this  an  objedt  as  important  as  magnetifm,  optics,  or  aflronomy  ? Or  ra- 
ther, is  it  not  fo  infinitely  fuperior,  as  to  leave  a comparifon  abfurd  ? Where 
am  I to  travel,  to  find  agricultural  eftablifhments,  on  a fcale  that  fhail  not 
move  contempt?  If  I find  none  fuch  in  the  dominions  of  a prince  reputed  the 
wiled:  in  Europe,  where  am  I to  go  for  them? 

Our  Annual  Regifler  gave  fuch  an  account,  a few  years  pad,  of  the  new  regula- 
tions^ the  Grand  Duke,  in  relation  to  burials,  that  I have  been  anxious  to  know 
the  truth,  by  fuch  enquiries,  on  ail  hands,  as  would  give  me  not  the  letter  of  the 
law  only,  but  the  practice  of  it.  The  fadt,  in  the  above-  mentioned  publication,  was 
exaggerated.  The  bodies  of  all  who  die  in  a day  are  carried  in  the  night,  on  a bier, 
in  a linen  covering  (and  not  tumbled  naked  into  a common  cart),  to  the  church, 
but  without  any  lights  or  finging  • there  they  receive  benedidtion ; thence  they  are 
moved  to  a houfe,  prepared  on  purpofe,  where  the  bodies  are  laid,  covered,  on 
a marble  platform,  and  a voiture,  made  for  that  uie,  removes  them  to  the  ce- 
metery, at  a diftance  from  the  city,  where  they  are  buried,  without  diitindHon, 
very  deep,  not  more  than  two  in  a grave,  but  no  coffins  ufed.  All  perfons,  of 
whatever  rank,  are  bound  to  tubmit  to  this  law,  except  the  Archbifhop,  and 
women  of  religious  orders.  This  is  the  regulation  and  the  pradtice;  and  I fhail 
freely  fay,  that  I condemn  it,  as  an  outrage  on  the  common  feelings  of  man- 
kind 1 chiefly,  becauie  it  is  an  unnecejjary  outrage,  from  which  no  ufe  what- 
ever flows.  To  prohibit  lights,  finging,  proceffions,  and  mummery  of  that 
fort,  was  rational  y but  are  not  individuals  to  drefs  and  incafe  the  dead  bodies, 
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in  whatever  manner  they  pleafe  ? Why  are  they  not  permitted  to  fend  them,  if 
they  chufe,  privately  into  the  country,  to  fome  other  burying  place,  where  they 
may  reft  with  fathers,  mothers,  and  other  connections  ? Prejudices,  bearing 
on  this  point,  may  be,  if  you  pleafe,  ridiculous ; but  gratifying  them,  though 
certainly  of  no  benefit  to  the  dead,  is,  however,  a confolation  to  the  living,  at 
a moment  when  confolation  is  moft  wanted,  in  the  hour  of  grief  and  miferyv 
Why  is  the  impafiioned  and  ftill  loving  hufband,  or  the  tender  and  feeling  bofom 
of  the  father,  to  be  denied  the  laft  rites  to  the  corpfe  of  a wife  or  a daughter,, 
efpecially  when  fuch  rites  are  neither  injurious  nor  inconvenient  to  fociety  t 
The  regulations  of  the  Grand  Duke  are,  in  part,  entirely  rational, — and  that 
part  not  in  the  leaft  inconfiftent  with  the  confolation  to  be  derived  from  a relax- 
ation in  fbme  other  points.  But,  in  the  name  of  common  fenfe,  why  admit  ex- 
ceptions ? Why  is  the  Archbhhop  to  have  this  favour  ? Why  the  religious  ? 
This  is  abfolutely  deftruCtive  of  the  principle  on  which  the  whole  is  founded  ; 
for  it  admits  the  force  of  thole  prejudices  I have  touched  on,  and  deem  exemp- 
tion from  their  tie  as  a favour ! It  is  declaring  fuch  feelings  to  be  follies,  too 
abfurd  to  be  indulged,  and,  in  the  fame  breath,  affigning  the  indulgence,  as 
the  reward  of  rank  and  purity  ! If  the  exemption  be  a privilege  fo  valuable,  as 
to  be  a favour  proper  for  the  firft  ecclefiaftic,  and  for  the  religious  of  the  fex 
only, — you  confefs  the  obfervance  to  be  direCtly,  in  .fuch  proportion,  a burthen, 
and  the  common  feelings  of  mankind  are  fandtioned,  even  in  the  moment  of 
their  outrage.  Nothing  could  pardon  fuch  an  edict,  but  its  being  ablblutely 
free  from  all  exemptions,  and  its  containing  an  exprefs  declaration-  and  ordi- 
nance to  be  executed,  with  rigour,  on  the  bodies  of  the  Prince  bimfelf,  and 
every  individual  of  his  family. 

D ecember  i.  To  the  fhop  of  the  brothers' Pifani,  fculptors,  where,  for 
half  an  hour,  I was  foolifh  enough  to  with  myfelf  rich,  that  I might  have 
bought  Niobe,  the  gladiator,  Diana,  Venus,  and  fome  other  calls  from  the  an- 
tique ftatues.  I threw  away  a few  paols,  inftead  of  three  or  four  hundred 
zechins.  Before  I quit  Florence,  I muft  obferve,  that  befides  the  buildings 
and  various  objeCts  I have  mentioned,  there  are  numberlefs,  which  I have 
not  feen  at  all ; — the  famous  bridge  Ponte  della  Santa  Trinita  deferves,  how- 
ever, a word : it  is  the  origin  of  that  at  Neuiile  and  others  in  France, 
but  much  more  beautiful ; being  indeed  the  iirft  in  the  world.  The  circum- 
ftance  that  ftrikes  one  at  Florence,  is  the  antiquity  of  the  principal  buildings; 
every  thing  one  fees  coniiderable,  is  of  three  or  four  hundred  years  handing  ; of 
new  buildings,  there  are  next  to  none ; all  here  remind  one  of  the  Medicis : 
there  is  hardly  a ftreet  that  has  not  fome  monument,  fome  decoration,  that 
bears  the  damp  of  that  fplendid  and  magnificent  family.  How  commerce  could 
enrich  it  fufficiently,  to  leave  fuch  prodigious  remains,  is  a queftion  not  a little 
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curious  ; for  I may  venture,  without  apprehenfion,  to  aflert,  that  all  the  col- 
lected magnificence  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  governing  for  eight  hundred  years 
twenty  millions  of  people,  is  trivial,  when  compared  with  what  the  Medicis 
family  have  left,  for  the  admiration  of  fucceeding  ages — fovereigns  only  of  the 
little  mountainous  region  of  Tufcany,  and  with  not  more  than  one  million  of 
fubjedts.  And  if  we  pafs  on  to  Spain,  or  England,  or  Germany,  the  fame 
aftonifhing  contrail;  will  ftrike  us.  Would  Mr.  Hope,  of  Amfterdam,  faid  to 
be  the  greateft  merchant  in  the  world,  be  able,  in  this  age,  to  form  efhablifh- 
ments,  to  be  compared  with  thofe  of  the  Medicis  ? We  have  merchants  in 
London,  that  make  twenty,  and  even  thirty  thoufand  pounds  a year  profit,  but 
you  will  find  them  in  brick  cottages,  for  our  modern  London  houfes  are  no  bet- 
ter, compared  with  the  palaces  of  Florence  and  Venice,  eredted  in  the  age  of 
their  commerce ; the  paintings,  in  the  poffeffion  of  our  merchants,  a few 
daubed  portraits ; their  ftatues,  earthen-ware  figures  on  chimny-pieces ; their 
libraries — their  cabinets, — how  contemptible  the  idea  of  a comparifon  ! It  is 
a remarkable  fact,  that  with  this  prodigious  commerce  and  manufactures,  Flo- 
rence was  neither  fo  large  nor  fo  populous  as  at  prefent.  This  is  inexplicable, 
and  demands  enquiries  from  the  hijlorical  traveller  : — a very  ufeful  path  to  be 
trodden  by  a man  of  abilities,  who  fhould  travel  for  the  fake  of  comparing  the 
things  he  fees  with  thofe  he  reads  of.  Trade,  in  that  age,  muft,  from  the  few- 
nefs  of  hands,  have  been  a fort  of  monopoly,  yielding  immenfe  profits.  From  the 
modern  Fate  of  Florence,  without  one  new  houfe  that  rivals,  in  any  degree, 
thofe  of  the  fourteenth  or  fifteenth  centuries,  it  might  be  thought,  that  with 
their  commerce,  the  Florentines  loft  every  fort  of  income  ; yet  there  is  no  doubt, 
that  the  revenue  from  land  is,  at  this  moment,  greater  than  it  was  in  the  moft 
fiouriftimg  age  of  the  republic.  The  revenue  of  Tufcany  is  now  more  equally 
fpent.  The  government  of  the  Grand  Dukes  I take  to  have  been  far  better  than 
the  republican,  for  it  was  not  a republic  equally  formed  from  all  parts  of  the 
territory,  but  a city  governing  the  country,  and  confequently  impoveriihing 
the  whole,  to  enrich  itfelf,  which  is  Gne  of  the  worft  fpecies  of  government  to 
be  found  in  the  world.  When  Italy  was  decorated  with  fine  buildings,  the  rich 
nobles  muft  have  fpent  their  incomes  in  railing  them  : at  prefent,.  thofe  of  Flo- 
rence have  other  methods  of  applying  their  fortunes  ; not  in  palaces,  not  in  the 
fine  arts,  not  in  dinners ; — the  account  I received  was,  that  their  incomes  are, 
for  the  greateft  part,  confirmed  by  keeping  great  crowds  of  domeftics ; many 
of  them  married,  with  their  families,  as  in  Spain.  The  Marchefe  Ricardi  has 
forty,  each  of  which  hath  a family  of  his  own,  fome  of  them  under  fervants, 
but  all  maintained  by  him.  His  table  is  very  magnificent,  and  ferved  with  all 
forts  of  delicacies,  yet  never  any  company  at  it,  except  the  family,  tutors,  and 


chaplains.  The  houfe  of  Ranuzzi  hath' a greater  fortune,  and  -alfo  a greater 
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number  of  domeftics.  in  the  fame  ftile.  No  dinners,  as  in  England;  no  flip- 
pers, as  in  France;  no  parties  ; no  expensive  equipages;  little  comfort ; but  a 
great  train  of  idle  lounging  penfioners,  taken  from  ufeful  labour,  and  kept  from 
productive  induflry ; one  of  the  word  ways  of  fpending  their  fortunes,  relatively 
to  the  public  good,  that  could  have  been  adopted.  How  inferior  to  the  encou- 
ragement of  the  f ne  or  the  ufeful  arts  ! 

The  manner  in  which  our  little  party  has  palled  their  time  has  been  agree- 
able enough,  and  wonderfully  cheap  : we  have  been  very  well  ferved  by  a trai- 
teur , with  plenty  of  good  things,  well  drelTed,  at  4 paols  a head  for  dinner,  and 
a flight  repair  at  night ; fxgar,  rum,  and  lemons  for  punch,  which  both  French 
and  Italians  like  very  well,  added  a trifle  more.  Thefe  articles,  and  the  apart- 
ment, with  wood,  which  is  dear,  and  the  weather,  as  I noted,  very  cold,  made 
my  whole  expence,  exclulive  of  amufements,  3s.  6d.  a day  Englilh,  which  furely 
is  marvelloufly  cheap ; for  we  had  generally  eight  or  ten  things  for  dinner,  and 
fuch  a deflert  as  the  feafon  would  allow,  with  good  wine,  the  bell  I have  drunk 
in  Italy.  The  Abbate  Amoretti,  who,  fortunately  for  me,  arrived  at  Florence 
the  fame  day  as  myfelf,  was  lodged  with  a friend,  a canon,  who  being  obliged  to 
be  abfent  in  the  country  moll:  of  the  time,  the  Abbate,  to  fave  the  fervants  the 
trouble  of  providing  for  him  only,  joined  our  party,  and  lived  with  us  for  fome 
days,  adding  to  our  common  bank  no  flight  capital  in  good  fenfe,  information, 
and  agreeablenefs.  Madame  de  Bouille’s  eafy  and  unaffected  character,  and  the 
good  humour  of  the  Baron,  united  with  Mr.  Stewart,  and  his  young  friend, 
to  make  a mixture  of  nations — of  ideas — of  purfuits — and  of  tempers,  which 
contributed  to  render  converfation  diverlified,  and  the  topics  more  in  contrail, 
better  treated,  and  more  interelling ; but  never  one  idea,  or  one  lyilahie,  that 
call  even  a momentary  fhade  acrofs  that  flow  of  eafe  and  good  humour,  which 
gives  to  every  fociety  its  bell  relilh.  There  was  not  one  in  the  party  which 
any  of  us  wilhed  out  of  it ; and  we  were  too  much  pieafed  with  one  another  to 
want  any  addition.  Had  I not  been  turning  my  face  towards  my  family,  and  the 
old  friends  I left  in  England,  I fhould  have  quitted  our  little  fociety  with  more 
pain.  Half  a dozen  people  have  rarely  been  brought  together,  by  fuch  mere 
accident,  that  have  better  turned  the  little  nothings  of  life  to  account  (if  I may 
venture  to  ufe  the  expreliion),  by  their  belt  cement, — good  humour. 

The  2d.  The  day  of  departure  mull  needs  give  fome  anxiety  to  thefe  who 

cannot  throw  their  fmall  evils  on  fervants.  Renew  mv  connection  with  that 
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odious  Italian  race,  the  vetturini. — I had  agreed  for  a compagnon  de  voyage ; but 
was  alone,  which  I liked  much  better.  To  flop  at  once  from  an  agreeable 
fociety,  into  an  Italian  * voiture , is  a kind  of  malady  which  does  not  agree  with  my 
nerves.  The  bed  people  appear  but  blanks  at  fuch  a moment:  th 
bavins:  gotten  a particular  impulfe,  one  cannot  fo  ioon  give  it  another.  The 
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at  Mafchere,  where  I found  no  fire,  but  in  partnerfhip  with  fome  Germans,  did 
not  tend  much  to  revive  chearfulnefs,  fo  I clofed  myfelf  in  that  which  Sancho 
wifely  fays,  covers  a man  all  over  like  a cloak. 18  miles. 

The  3d.  Dine  at  Pietra  Mala,  and,  while  the  dinner  was  preparing,  I walked 
to  the  volcano,  as  it  is  called.  It  is  a very  lingular  fpectacle,  on  the  Hope 
of  a mountain,  without  any  hole  or  apparent  crevice,  or  any  thing  that  tends  to- 
wards a crater  5 the  fire  burns  among  fome  Hones,  as  if  they  were  its  fuel ; the 
flame  fills  the  fpace  of  a cube  of  about  two  feet,  befides  which  there  are  ten  or 
twelve  fmaller  and  inconfiderable  flames.  Thefe  I extinguifhed  in  the  manner 
Monf.  de  la  Lande  mentions,  by  rubbing  hard  with  a Hick  among  the  fmall 
Hones  : the  flame  catches  again  in  a few  moments,  but  in  a manner  that  con- 
vinces me  the  whole  is  merely  a vent  to  a current  of  inflammable  air,  which 
Signore  Amoretti  informed  me  has  been  lately  afierted  by  fome  perlon  who  has 
tried  experiments  on  it.  The  flame  revives  with  fmall  exploflons,  exactly  like 
thofe  of  inflammable  air  fired  from  a fmall  phial ; and  when  I returned  to  the 
inn,  the  landlord  had  a bottle  of  it,  which  he  burns  at  pleafure,  to  /hew  his 
gueHs-  The  caufe  of  this  phenomenon  has  been  fought  in  almoH  every  thing 
but  the  real  fad:.  I am  furprifed  the  fire  is  not  applied  to  fome  ufe.  It  would 
boil  a confiderable  copper  conflantly,  without  the  expence  of  a farthing.  If  I 
had  it  at  Bradfield,  I would  bum  brick  or  lime,  and  boil  or  bake  potatoes  for 
bullocks  and  hogs  at  the  fame  time.  Why  not  build  a houfe  on  the  fpot  ? and 
let  the  kitchen -chimney  furround  the  flame  ? there  would  be  no  danger  in 
living  in  fuch  a houfe,  certainly  as  long  as  the  flame  continued  to  burn.  It  is  true 
the  idea  of  a mine  of  inflammable  air,  juil  under  a houfe,  would  fometimes,  per- 
haps, alarm  one’s  female  vilitors ; they  w7ould  be  afraid  of  a magazine  of  vital 
air  uniting  with  it,  and  at  one  explofion  blowing  up  the  ceconomical  edifice. 
On  the  whole,  the  idea  is  rather  too  volcanic  for  Bradfield  : Italy  has  things 
better  worth  importing  than  burning  mountains.  The  King  of  Poland’s  brother, 
the  primate.  Hopping  at  Pietra  Mala  a day  for  illnefs  (the  25th  or  26th  No- 
vember), the  weather  was  fo  fevere  that  it  froze  his  Cyprus  wine ; milk  was  as 
hard  as  Hone,  and  burH  all  the  vefiels  that  contained  it.  On  whatever  account 
Englishmen  may  travel  to  Tufcany,  let  not  a warm  winter  be  among  their  in- 
ducements.— Sleep  at  that  hideous  hole  Loiano , which  would  be  too  bad  for  hogs 
accuHomed  to  a clean  Hye. 26  miles. 

The  4th.  The  paflage  of  the  Appenines  has  been  a cold  and  comfortlefs  jour- 
ney to  me,  and  would  have  been  much  worfe,  if  I had  not  taken  refuge  in  walk- 
ing. The  hills  are  almoft  covered  with  fnow  : and  the  road,  in  many  defcerits, 
a Hieet  of  ice.  At  the  St.  Marco,  at  Bologna,  they  brought  me,  according 
to  cuHom,  the  hook  to  write  my  name  for  the  commandant,  and  there  I fee 
Erne  zndjka figtia,  and  Mr*  Hervey,  October  14,  Had  my  Hars  been  lucky 
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enough  to  have  given  me  more  of  the  fociety  of  that  cultivated  family,  during 
my  day  in  Italy,  it  would  have  fmoothed  fome  of  my  difficulties.  I miffed 
Lord  Briftol  at  Nice,  and  again  at  Padua.  He  has  travelled,  and  lived  in  Italy, 
till  he  knows  it  as  well  as  Derry ; and,  unfortunately  for  the  fociety  of  Suffolk, 
ten  times  better  than  Ickworth.  Call  on  Mr.  Taylor,  and  find,  to  my  great 
concern,  two  of  his  children  very  ill.  Abbate  Amoretti,  who  left  Florence  a 
few  days  ago,  is  here  to  my  comfort,  and  we  fhall  continue  together  till  we 
come  to  Parma.  This  is  indeed  fortunate,  for  one  can  hardly  wiffi  for  a better 
fellow-traveller . — ■ — 2 o miles . 

The  5th.  Vifit  the  Inftitute,  which  has  acquired  a greater  reputation  than  it 
merits.  Whoever  has  read  any  thing  about  modern  Italy,  knows  what  it  con- 
tains. I never  view  mufeums  of  natural  hiftory,  and  cabinets  of  machines 
for  experimental  philofophy,  but  with  a fpecies  of  difguff.  I hate  expence,  and 
time  thrown  away  for  vanity  and  ihew  more  than  utility.  A well  arranged 
laboratory,  clean,  and  every  thing  in  order,  in  a holy-day  drefs,  is  deteftable  ; 
but  I found  a combination  of  many  pleafares  in  the  diforderly  dirty  laboratories 
of  Meffrs.  de  Morveau  and  la  Voider.  There  is  a face  of  buiinefs  •,  there  is 
evidently  work  going  forwards  ; and  if  fo,  there  is  ufe.  Why  move  here,  and 
at  Florence,  through  rooms  well  garniihed  with  pncumatical  inftruments  that 
are  never  ufed  ? Why  are  not  experiments  going  forward  ? If  the  profefTors  have 
not  time  or  inclination  for  thofe  experiments,  which  it  is  their  duty  to  make, 
let  others,  who  are  willing,  convert  fuch  machines  to  ufe.  Half  thefe  imple- 
ments grow  good  for  nothing  from  reft  ; and,  before  they  are  ufed,  demand  to 
be  new  arranged.  You  fhew  me  abundance  of  tools,  but  fay  not  a word 
of  the  difcoveries  that  have  been  made  by  them.  A prince,  who  is  at  the  ex- 
pence of  making  fuch  great  collections  of  machines,  fhould  always  order  a 
feries  of  experiments  to  be  carrying  on  by  their  means.  If  I were  Grand  Duke 
of  Tufcany,  I fhould  fay,  “ You,  Mr.  Fontana,  have  invented  an  eudiometer ; I 
defire  that  you  will  carry  on  a feries  of  trials,  to  afcertain  every  circumftance 
which  changes  the  refult,  in  the  qualities  of  airs,  that  can  he  afcertained  by  the 
nitrous  teft^  and  if  you  have  other  enquiries,  which  you  think  more  important, 
employ  fome  perfon  upon  whom  you  can  depend.” — And  to  Mr.  John 
Fabbroni,  You  have  made  five  trials  on  the  weight  of  geoponic  foils,  taken 
hydroftatieally  > make  five  hundred  more,  ana  let  the  fpecimens  be  chofen  in 
conjunction  with  the  profeffor  of  agriculture.  You  have  explained  how  to  ana- 
lyze foils — analyze  the  fame  fpecimens.”  When  men  have  opened  to  themfelves. 
careers  which  they  do  not  purfue,  it  is  ulually  tor  want  of  the  means  of  profe- 


eutmg  them ; 
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but  in  the  mufeum  of  a prince  : in  fuch  cabinets  as  at  Florence 
or  Bologna,  there  are  no  difficulties  of  this  fort, — and  they  would  be  better  em- 

ployed  than  in  their  prefent  ftate,  painted  and  patched,  like  an  opera  girl,  for  the 
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idel  to  ftare  at.  What  would  a Watfon,  a Milner,  or  a Prieftley  fay,  upon  a 
propofal  to  have  their  laboratories  brufhed  out  clean  and  fpruce?  I believe  they 
would  kick  out  the  operator  who  came  on  fuch  an  errand.  In  like  manner,  I 
hate  a library  well  gilt,  exa&ly  arranged,  and  not  a book  out  of  its  place ; I am 
apt  to  think  the  owner  better  pleafed  with  the  reputation  of  his  books,  than 
with  reading  them.  Here  is  a chamber  for  machines  applicable  to  mechanics ; 
and  the  country  is  full  of  carts,  with  wheels  two  feet  high,  with  large  axles; 
what  experiments  have  been  made  in  this  chamber  to  inform  the  people  on  a 
point  of  fuch  confequence  to  the  conduct  of  almoft  every  art  ? I have,  however, 
a greater  quarrel  than  this  with  the  Inftitute.  There  is  an  apartment  of  the 
art  of  war  and  fortification . Is  there  one  of  the  machines  of  agriculture,  and 
of  fuch  of  its  procefles  as  can  be  reprefented  in  minature  ? — No  : nor  here,  nor 
any  where  elfe  have  I feen  fuch  an  exhibition  : yet  in  the  King’s  library  at  Paris, 
the  art  of  Englifh  gardening  is  reprefented  in  wax-work,  and  makes  a play- 
thing pretty  enough  for  a child  to  cry  for.  The  attention  paid  to  war,  and  the 
negledt  of  agriculture  in  this  Inftitute,  gives  me  a poor  opinion  of  it.  Bologna 
may  produce  great  men,  but  (he  will  not  be  indebted  for  them  to  this  eftablifh- 
ment.  View  fome  churches  and  palaces,  which  I did  not  fee  when  here  before. 
In  the  church  of  St.  Dominico,  a daughter  of  the  Innocents,  by  Guido,  which 
will  command  attention,  how  little  inclined  foever  you  may  be  to  give  it.  The 
mother,  and  the  dead  child,  in  the  fore-ground,  are  truly  pathetic,  and  the 
whole  piece  finely  executed.  The  number  of  highly  decorated  churches  at 
Bologna  is  furprifing.  They  count,  I think,  above  an  hundred;  and  all  the 
towns,  and  many  villages  in  Italy,  offer  the  fame  fpedtacle;  the  fums  of  money 
invefted  in  this  manner  in  the  15th  and  16th  centuries,  and  fome  even  in  the 
17th,  are  truly  amazing;  the  palaces  were  built  at  the  fame  time,  and  at  this 
period  all  the  reft  of  Europe  was  in  a fiate  of  barbarifm  : national  wealth  mull 
have  been  immenfe,  to  have  fpared  fiich  an  enormous  fuperfluity.  This  idea 
recurs  every  where  in  Italy,  and  wants  explanation  from  modern  hiftorians. 
The  Italian  republics  had  all  the  trade  of  Europe;  but  what  was  Europe  in  that 
age  ? England  and  Holland  have  had  it  in  this  age  without  any  fuch  effects'; 
with  us  architefture  takes  quite  a different  turn  ; it  is  the  diffufion  of  comfort 
in  the  houfes  of  private  people ; not  concentrated  magnificence  in  public  works. 
But  there  does  not  appear,  from  the  fize  and  number  of  the  towms  in  Italy, 
built  in  the  fame  ages,  to  have  been  any  want  of  this — ^private  houfes  wrere  nu- 
merous, and  well  eredted.  A difference  in  manners,  introducing  new  and  un- 
heard-of luxuries,  has  probably  been  the  caufe  of  the  change.  In  fuch  a diary 
as  this,  one  can  only  touch  on  a fiibject — but  the  hiftorians  flaould  dwell  on 
them,  rather  than  on  battles  and  fieges. 

The  6 th.  Left  Bologna,  with  Abbate  Amoretti,  in  a 'vettura,  but  the  day 


fo  fine  and  frofty,  that  we  walked  three-fourths  of  the  way  to  Modena.  . Pafs 
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Aniolazen,  the  feat  of  the  Marchefe  Abbergatti,  who,  after  having  paffed  his 
grand  climadteric,  has  juft  married  a ballarina , of  feventeen..  The  country  to 
Modena  is  the  fame  as  the  flat  part  of  the  Bolognefe ; it  is  all  a dead  level  plain, 
inclofed  by  neatly  wrought  hedges  againft  the  road,  with  a view  of  diftinguiih- 
ing  properties.  I thought,  on  entering  the  Modenefe  dominions,  acrofs  the 
river,  that  I obferved  rather  a decline  in  neatnefs  and  good  management.  View 
the  city;  the  ftreets  are  of  a good  breadth,  and  moft  of  the  houfes  with  good 
fronts,  with  a clean  painted  or  well  wafhed  face — the  effedt  pleafing.  In  the 
evening  to  the  theatre,  which  is  of  the  oddeft  form  I have  feen.  We  had  a 
hodge-podge  of  a comedy,  in  which  the  following  paffage  excited  fuch  an  im- 
moderate laugh,  that  it  is  worth  inferting,  if  only  to  fhew  the  tafte  of  the  audi- 
ence, and  the  reputation  of  the  ballarine ; “ Era  nn  cavallo  si  hello , si  fuelto , 
si  agile , di  bel  petto,  gambe  ben  fatte , groppa  graph , the  fe  fojj'e Jlato  una  cava l la, 
converebbe  dire  cbe  Eanima  della  prima  ballerina  del  teatro  era  trafmi grata  in 
quella.”  Another  piece  of  miferable  wit  was  received  with  as  much  applaufe 
-as  the  moft  fterling ; — Arlecch.  “ Chi  e quel  re  che  ha  la  piu  gran  corona  del 
mondo f BrigheL  **  dpuello  che  ha  la  t eft  a piu  pic  cola  l ' 24  miles. 

The  7th.  To  the  ducal  palace,  which  is  a magnificent  building,  and  con- 
tains a coniiderable  collection  of  pictures,  yet  a melancholy  remnant  of  what 
were  once  here.  The  library,  celebrated  for  its  contents,  is  fplendid ; we  were 
fhewn  the  curious  MS.  of  which  there  is  an  account  in  De  la  Lande.  The 
Bible  made  for  the  D'Efte  family  is  beautifully  executed,  begun  in  1457,  anc^ 
flniflied  in  1463.,  and  coft  1875  zechins.  In  the  afternoon,  accompanied  the  Ah- 
bate  Amoretti,  to  Signore  Belentani;  and  in  the  evening,  to  Signore  Venturi, 
profeflor  of  phyficks  in  the  univeriity,  with  whom  we  fpent  a very  agreeable 
and  inftrn Stive  evening.  We  debated  on  the  propriety  of  applying  fome-  poli- 
tical principles  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  Italy ; and  I found,  that  the  profeflor  had 
not  only  confidered  the  fhbjects  of  political 
converfe  upon  them. 
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be  one  of  the  belt  in  Lombardy ; there  is  a neatnefs  in  the  houfes,  which  are 
every  where  Raftered  thickly,  that  extends  even  to  the  homefteads  and  hedges, 
to  a degree  that  one ‘dees  not  always  find,  even  in  the  beft  parts  of  it iigland ; 
but  the  trees  that  lupport  the  vines  being  large,  the  wnole  has  now,  witnout 
leaves,  the  air  of  a fore  ft.  In  fummer  it  muft  be  an  abfblute  wood.  1 he  ra<*d 
is  a noble  one.  Six  miles  from  Modena,  we  paffed  the  Sscchia,  or  rather  the 
vale  ruined  by  that  river,  near  an  unfinifhed  bridge,  with  a long  and  noble 
caufeway  leading  to  it,  on  each  fide,  which  does  honour  to  the  duke  and  vates 
of  Modena.  It  being  a fefta  (the  immaculate  conception)  we  met  me^coun.ry 
to  waft-  the  married  women  had  ad  mutts,  -vinca  ~e Men. 
w thm-  I obferved,  for  the  firft  time,  were  children 
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Handing  ready  in  the  road,  or  running  out  of  the  houfes,  to  offer,  as  we  were 
walking,  affes  to  ride : they  have  them  always  faddled  and  bridled,  and  the  fixed 
price  is  i fol  per  mile.  This  ihews  attention  and  induffry,  and  is,  therefore, 
commendable.  A countryman,  who  had  walked  with  us  for  fome  diftance,  re- 
plied to  them,  that  we  were  not  Signori  d'ojini . In  the  afternoon  to  Parma. 
The  country  the  fame ; but  not  with  that  air  of  neatnefs  that  is  between  Reggio 
and  Modena;  not  fo  well  inclofed,  nor  fo  well  planted;  and  though  very  popu- 
lous, not  fo  well  built,  nor  the  houfes  fo  clean  and  neat.  Pafs  the  Eufa,  a poor 
miferable  brook,  now  three  yards  wide,  but  a bridge  for  it  a quarter  of  a mile 
long,  and  a fine  vale,  all  deiiroyed  by  its  ravages ; this  is  the  boundary  of  the 
two  duchies. 30  miles. 

The  9th.  At  the  academy  is  the  famous  picture  of  the  holy  family  and  St. 
Jerome,  by  Correggio,  a mafter  more  inimitable  perhaps  than  Raphael  himfelf. 
To  my  unlearned  eyes,  there  is  in  this  painting  filch  a fuffufion  of  grace,  and 
fuch  a blaze  of  beauty,  as  firike  me  blind  (to  ufe  another’s  expreffion)  to  all 
defedts  which  learned  eyes  have  found  in  it.  I have  admired  this  piece  often 
in  Italy  in  goof  copies,  by  no  ordinary  mailers,  but  none  come  near  the  origi- 
nal. The  head  of  the  Magdalen  is  reckoned  the  chief  d’ oeuvre  of  Correggio. 
The  celebrated  cupola  of  the  Duomo  is  fo  high,  fo  much  damaged,  and  my 
eyes  10  indifferent,  that  I leave  it  for  thofe  who  have  better.  At  St.  Sepolcro, 
St.  jofeph  gathering  palms,  &c.  by  the  fame  great  hand.  There  are  works  by 
him  alfo  in  the  church  of  St.  John,  but  not  equally  beautiful,  and  a copy  of 
his  famous  Notte.  At  the  academy  is  a fine  adoration,  by  Mazzola.  The 
great  theatre  here  is  the  largefl  in  the  world.  In  the  afternoon  to  the  citadel: 
but  its  governor.  Count  Rezzonico,  to  whom  I had  a letter,  is  abfent  from 
Parma.  Then  to  the  celebrated  reale  typografia  of  Signore  Bodoni,  who  fhewed 
me  many  works  of  lingular  beauty.  The  types,  I think,  exceed  thole  c-f  Didot 
at  Paris,  who  often  crowds  the  letters  clofe,  as  if  to  fave  paper.  The  Daphne 
and  Chios,  and  the  Amynta,  are  beautifully  executed ; I bought  the  latter,  as  a 
fpecimen  of  this  celebrated  prefs,  which  really  does  honour  to  Italy.  Signore 
Bodoni  had  the  title  of  the  printer  to  the  King  of  Spain,  but  never  received 
any  falary  or  even  gratification,  as  1 learned  in  Parma  from  another  quarter ; 
where  I was  alfo  informed,  that  the  falary  he  has  from  the  Duke  is  only  1 50 
zeebins . His  merit  is  great  and  diftinguifhed,  and  his  exertions  are  uncommon. 
He  has  30,000  matrices  of  type.  I was  not  a little  pleafed  to  find,  that  he 
has  met  with  the  belt  fort  of  patron,  in  Mr.  Edwards,  the  bookfeller,  at  Lon- 
don, who  has  made  a contract  with  him  for  an  imprefiion  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  of  four  Greek  poets,  four  Latin,  and  four  Italian  ones — Pindar, 
Sophocles,  Homer,  and  Theocritus;  Horace,  Virgil,  Lucretius,  and  Plautus; 
Dante,  Petrarca,  Ariofio,  and  Taffo.  In  fearching  bookfellers  fhops  for 
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printed  agriculture,  I became  poffefled  of  a book  which  I coniider  as  a real 
ciirioiity — Diario  di  Golorno  per  Vanno  1789,  preceded  by  a iermon,  on  this 
text,  Ut  fe  duct  ores  et  vertices',  Corinth,  cap.  vi.  ver.  8.  The  diary  is  a catalogue 
of  faints,  with  the  chief  circumftances  of  their  lives,  their  merits,  &c,  This 
book,  which  is  put  together  in  the  fpirit  of  the  tenth  century,  is  (marveilouily 
be  it  fpoken !)  the  production  of  the  Duke  of  Parma’s  pen.  The  fovereign,  for 
whofe  education  a confteliation  of  French  talents  was  collected — with  what 
effect,  let  this  production  witnefs.  -fnftead  of  profanely  turning  friars  out  of 
their  convents  this  prince  has  peopled  his  palace  with  monks : and  the  holy 
office  of  inquifition  is  found  at  Parma,  inftead  of  an  academy  of  agriculture. 
The  ducheis  has  her  amufements,  as  well  as  her  hufband : doubtlefs  they  are 
more  agreeable,  and  more  in  unifon  with  the  character  and  practice  of  this  age. 
The  memoirs  of  the  court  of  Parma,  both  during  the  reigns  of  Don  Philip  and 
the  prelent  duke,  whenever  they  are  publifhed,  for  written  I fhould  fuppoie 
they  limit  be,  will  make  a romance  as  interefling  as  any  that  fidtion  has  pro- 
duced. If  I lived  under  a government  that  had  the  power  of  fleecing  me,  to 
fupport  the  extravagancies  of  a prince,  in  the  name  of  common  feelings,  let  it 
be  to  fill  a palace  with  miitreffes,  rather  than  with  monks.  For  half  a million 
of  French  livres,  the  river  Parma  might  be  made  navigable  from  the  Po ; it  has 
been  more  than  once  mentioned ; but  the  prefent  duke  has  other  and  more,  holy 
employments  for  money:  Don  Philip’s  were  not  fo  directly  aimed  at  the  gates 
of  Paradife. 

The  10th.  In  the  morning,  walked  with  Signore  Amoretti  to  Vicomero, 
feven  miles  north  of  Parma  towards  the  Po,  the  feat  of  the  Count  de  Schaffie- 
natti.  For  half  the  way,  we  had  a fine  clear  fro  fly  fun- (nine,  which  the  wed  us 
the  conflant  fog  that  hangs  over  the  Po ; but  a flight  breeze  from  the  north 
rifmg,  it  drove  this  fog  over  us,  and  changed  the  day  at  once.  It  rarely  quits 
the  Po,  except  in  the  heat  of  the  day  in  fine  weather  in  fummer,  fo  that  when 
you  are  to  the  fouth  of  it,  with  a clear  view  of  the  Appenines,  you  fee  nothing 
of  the  Alps : and  when  to  the  north  of  it,  with  a fine  view  of  the  latter,  you  fee 
nothing  of  the  Appenines.  Commonly  it  does  not  fpread  more  than  half  a 
mile  on  each  fide  wider  than  the  river,  but  varies,  by  wind,  as  it  did  to-day. 
The  country,  for  four  miles,  is  moftly  meadow,  and  much  of  it  watered  ; but 
then  becomes  arable.  Entered  the  houfe  of  a metayer , to  fee  the  method  of 
living,  but  found  nobody ; the  wdiole  family,  with  fix  or  eight  women  and 
children,  their  neighbours,  were  in  the  liable,  fitting  on  forms  fronting  each 
other  in  two  lines,  on  a fpace  paved  and  clean,  in  the  middle  of  the  room,  be- 
tween two  rows  of  oxen  and  cows  : it  was  nxofl  difagreeably  hot  on  entering. 
They  flay  there  till  they  go  to  bed,  fbmetimes  till  midnight.  This  practice  is 
univerfal  in  Lombardy.  Dine  with  the  Count  de  Schafiienatti,  who  lives  en- 
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tirely  in  the  country,  with  his  wife.  He  fhewed  me  his  farm,  and  I examined 
his  dairy,  wdiere  cheefes  are  made  nearly  in  the  fame  way;  and  with  the  fame 
implements  as  in  the  Lodefan ; thefe  cheefes  may  therefore,  with  as  much  pro- 
priety, be  called  Parmefan,  as  thofe  that  come  from  Lodi.  My  friend,  the 
Abbate  Amoretti,  having  other  engagements  in  this  country,  I here  took  leave 
of  him  with  regret. 14  miles. 

The  1 ith.  Having  agreed  with  a vetturino  to  take  me  to  Turin,  and  he  not 
being  able  to  procure  another  paffenger,  I went  alone  to  Firenzola.  It  is  fine 
fun-fhine  weather,  decifively  warmer  than  ever  felt  in  England  at  this  feafon: 
a fharp  frofl,  without  affecting  the  extremities  as  with  us,  where  cold  fingers 
and  toes  may  be  claffed  among  the  nuifances  of  our  climate.  I walked  molt  of 
the  way.  The  face  of  the  country  is  the  fame  as  before,  but  vines  decreafe  af- 
ter Borgo  St.  Donnino.  An  inequality  in  the  furface  of  the  country  begins  alfo 
to  appear,  and  every  where  a fcattering  of  oak- timber,  which  is  a new  feature. 

• 20  miles. 


The  1 2th.  Early  in  the  morning  to  Piacenza,  that  I might  have  time  to 
view  that  city,  w’hich,  however,  contains  little  worthy  of  attention.  The 
country  changed  a good  deal  to-day.  It  is  like  the  fat  rich  parts  of  Effex  and 
Suffolk.  Houles  are  thinner,  and  the  general  face  inferior.  The  inequalities 
which  began  yefterday  increafe. — The  two  equeffrian  ftatues  of  Alexander  and 
Rannutio  Farnefe,  are  finely  exprefiive  of  life  ; the  motion  of  the  horfes,  parti- 
cularly that  of  Alexander’s,  is  admirable ; and  the  whole  performance  fpirited 
and  alive.  They  are  by  John  of  Bologna,  or  Moca  his  ileve.  Sleep  at  Caftel 
St.  Giovanne. 26  miles. 

The  1 3 th.  Crofs  a brook,  two  miles  diflan t,  and  enter  the  King  of  Sardinia’s 
territory,  where  the  fculls  of  two  robbers,  who,  about  two  months  ago,  robbed 
the  courier  of  Rome,  are  immediately  feen : this  is  an  agreeable  objecff,  that 
ilrikes  us  at  our  entrance  into  any  part  of  the  Piedmontefe  dominions  3 the  inha- 
bitants having  in  this  refpect  an  ill  reputation  throughout  all  Italy,  much  to 
the  difgrace  of  the  government.  The  country,  to  Tortona,  is  all  hill  and  dale; 
and  being  cultivated,  with  an  intermixture  of  vines,  and  much  inclofed,  with 
many  buildings  on  the  hills,  the  features  are  fo  agreeable,  that  it  may  be  ranked 
among;  the  moil  pleating  I have  feen  in  Italy.  Within  three  miles  of  Voghera, 
all  is  white  with  fnow,  the  find  I have  feen  in  the  plain ; but  as  we  approach 
the  mountains,  mall  quit  it  no  more  till  the  Alps  are  eroded.  Dine  at  Voghera, 
in  a room  in  which  the  chimney  does  not  fmoke ; which  ought  to  be  noted,  as. 
it  is  the  only  one  free  from  it  li nee  I left  Bologna.  At  this  freezing  feafon,  to 
have  a door  con  flan  tly  open  to  aid  the  chimney  in  its  office;  one  fide  burnt  by 
the  blaze  of  a faggot,  and  the  other  frozen  by  a door  that  opens  into 
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hills  trend  more  to  the  fouth.  The  fun  fetting  here  is  a lingular  objedt  to 
an  eye  ufed  only  to  plains.  The  Alps  not  being  vifible,  it  feems  to  lit  long 
before  it  reaches  the  plane  of  the  horizon.  Pais  the  citadel  of  Tortona  on  a 

hill,  one  of  the  ftrongeft  places  in  the  pofteflion  of  the  King  of  Sardinia.- 

33  miles. 

The  14th.  Ford  the  Seri  via;  it  is  as  ravaging  a ftream  as  the  Trebbia,  fub- 
jedt  to  dreadful  floods,  after  even  two  days  rain ; efpecially  if  a Scirocco  wind 
melts  the  fnow  on  the  Appenines : fuch  accidents  have  often  kept  travellers  four, 
five,  and  even  fix  days  at  miierable  inns.  I felt  myfelf  lighter  for  the  having 
paffed  it ; for  there  were  not  fewer  than  fix  or  feven  rivers,  which  could  have 
thus  flopped  me.  This  is  the  Lift.  The  weather  continues  fharp  and  frofly, 
very  cold,  the  ice  five  inches  thick,  and  the  fnow  deep.  Dine  at  Alexandria, 
joined  there  by  a gentleman  who  has  taken  the  other  feat  in  the  vettura  to 
Turin.  Juft  on  the  outftde  of  that  town,  there  is  an  uncommon  covered  bridge. 
The  citadel  feems  furrounded  with  many  works.  Sleep  at  Felhfham,  a vile 
dirty  hole,  with  paper  windows,  common  in  this  country,  and  not  uncommon 
even  in  Alexandria  itlelf. 18  miles. 

The  15th.  The  country,  to  Afti  and  Villanova,  all  hilly,  and  feme  of  it 
pleaflng.  Coming  out  of  Afti,  where  we  dined,  the  country  for  fome  miles  is 
beautiful.  My  vetiurino  has  been  travelling,  in  company  with  another,  with- 
out my  knowing  any  thing  of  the  mailer  till  to-day;  but  we  joined  at  dinner; 
and  I found  him  a very  fenfible  agreeable  Frenchman,  apparently  a man  of 
fafhion,  who  knows  every  body.  His  converfation,  both  at  dinner,  and  in  the 
evening,  was  no  inconftderable  relief  to  the  dullnefs  of  fuch  a frozen  journey. 
His  name  Nicolay. 22  miles. 

The  1 6th.  To  Turin,  by  Moncallier;  much  of  the  country  dull  and  dis- 
agreeable ; hills  without  landfcape ; and  vales  without  the  fertility  of  Lombardy. 

• — My  companion,  who  is  in  oiHce  as  an  architect  to  the  King,  as  well  as  I could 
gather  from  the  hints  he  dropped,  lived  nine  years  in  Sardinia.  The  account  he 
gives  of  that  iiland,  contains  fome  circumftances  worth  noting.  What  keeps  it 
m its  prelent  unimproved  fituation,  is  chiefly  the  extent  of  eftates,  the  abfence 
of  fome  very  great  proprietors,  and  tne  matteii  tlon  of  all.  The  Duke  of  Aflinara 
has  300,000  liv.  a-year,  or  15,000!.  fterling.  The  Duke  of  St.  Piera  160,000. 
The  Marchefe  di  Pafcha,  very  great.  Many  of  them  live  in  Spain.  The  Conte 
de  Girah,  a grandee  of  Spain,  has  an  eftate  of  two  days  journey,  reaching  from 
Poula  to  Oliuftre.  The  peafants  are  a miierable  fet,  that  live  in  poor  cabins, 
without  other  chimnies  tnati  a nole  m tne  root  to  let  tne  ftnoice  out.  rJ[' he 
temperia  is  frequent  and  pernicious  every  where  in  hammer;  yet  there  are  very 
great  mountains.  Cattle  have  nothing  to  eat  in  winter. 
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wine  almoft  as  good  as  Malaga,  and  not  unlike  it.  No  filk.  The  great  export 
is  wheat,  which  has  been  known  to  yield  forty  for  one ; but  feven  or  eight  for 
one  is  the  common  produce.  Bread,  if.  the  pound ; beef,  2 f ; mutton,  2 4-/* 
There  are  millions  of  wild  ducks  ; iuch  numbers,  that  perfcns  fond  of  fhooting 
have  gone  thither  merely  for  the  incredible  fport  they  afford. 

The  17th.  Waited  on  our  ambaffador,  the  Honourable  Mr.  Trevor,  who 
was  not  at  home;  but  I had  an  invitation  to  dinner  foon  after,  v/hich  I accepted 
readily,  and  paiTed  a very  pleafant  day.  Mr.  Trevor’s  fituation  is  not  compa- 
tible with  his  being  a practical  farmer ; but  he  is  a man  of  deep  fenfe,  and 
much  obfervation ; all  fuch  are  political  farmers,  from  conviction  of  the  im- 
portance of  the  fubjedt.  He  converfes  well  on  it ; Mr.  Trevor  mentioned 
fome  Piedmonteie  nobles,  to  whom  he  would  have  introduced  me,  if  my  flay  had 
been  long  enough  ; but  he  would  not  admit  an  excufe  refpedting  the  Portuguese 
ambaffador,  of  whom  he  fpeaks  as  a perfon  remarkably  well  informed ; and 
who  loves  agriculture  greatly.  In  the  evening,  accompanied  Mrs.  Trevor  to 
the  great  opera-houfe;  arehearial  of/’ Olympiads,  new-fet  by  a young  compofer, 
Frederici ; Marchefe  fung. 

The  1 8 th.  I am  not  a little  obliged  to  Mr.  Trevor  for  introducing  me  to 
one  of  the  bed:  informed  men  I have  any  where  met  with,  Don  Roderigo  de 
Souza  Continho,  the  Portuguese  miniiter  at  the  court  of  Turin,  with  whom  I 
dined  to-day ; he  had  invited  to  meet  me  the  Medico  Bonvicino,  1’Abbate  Yafco, 
author  of  feveral  political  pieces  of  merit,  and  Signore  Bellardi,  a botanift  of 
confiderable  reputation,  whom  I had  known  before  at  Turin.  What  the 
young  and  beautiful  Madame  de  Souza  thinks  of  an  Englifh  farmer,  may  be. 
eaiily  gueffed ; for  not  one  word  was  fpoken  in  an  inceffant  converfation,  but 
on  agriculture,  or  thofe  political  principles  which  tend  to  cherifh  or  'reftrain  it. 
To  a woman  of  faiThon  in  England  this  would  not  appear  extraordinary,  for  (he 
now  and  then  meets  with  it ; but  to  a young  Piedmontefe,  unaccustomed  to 
fuch  converfations,  it  mult  have  appeared  odd,  uninviting,  and  unpolite.  M.  de 
Souza  lent  to  the  late  Prince  of  Brazil,  one  of  the  belt  and  moft  judicious  offer- 
ings that  any  ambaliador  ever  made  to  his  fovereign  ; Portugal  he  reprefents  as 
a country  capable  of  vaft  improvements  by  irrigation,  but  almoft  an  entire 
ftranger  to  the  practice ; therefore,  with  a view  of  introducing  a knowledge  of 
its  importance,  he  ordered  a model,  in  different  woods,  to  be  conftruCted  of  a 
river;  the  method  of  taking  water  from  it;  and  the  conducting  of  it  by  various 
channels  over-  the  adjoining  or  diflan t lands,  with  all  the  machinery  ufed  for 
regulating  and  meaiuring  the  water.  It  was  made  on  fuch  a fcale,  that  the 
model  was  an  exhibition  of  the  art,  fo  far  as  it  could  be  represented  in  the  diftri- 
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'A  might  have  proved  of  the 
greateft  importance  to  his  country.  This  machine  is  at  Lifoon  ; and,  I take  it 
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for  granted,  is  there  confidered  (if  Lifoon  be  like  other  courts)  as  a toy  for 
children  to  look  at,  indead  of  a fchool  for  the  indrudtion  of  a people.  I was 
pleaied  to  find  the  Portugueze  minider  among  the  mod  intimate  acquaintances 
of  Mr.  Trevor ; the  friendfhip  of  men  of  parts  and  knowledge,  does  tliem  reci- 
procal honour : I am  forry  to  quit  Turin,  juft  as  I am  known  to  two  men  who 
would  be  fumcient  to  render  any  town  agreeable ; nor  thou  Id  I be  forry  if  Don 
Roderigo  was  a farmer  near  me  in  Suffolk,  inflead  of  being  an  ambaffador  at 
Turin,  for  which  he  is  doubtlefs  much  obliged  to  me. 

The  1 9th.  The  King  has  lent  a meiTage  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  recom- 
mending them  to  pay  attention  to  whatever  concerns  dying.  The  minider  is 
raid  to  be  a man  of  abilities,  from  which  exprefiion,  in  this  age,  we  are  to  un- 
derfland,  a perfon  who  is,  or  feems  to  be  aftive  for  the  encouragement  of  ma- 
nufactures and  commerce,  hut  never  one  who  has  juft  ideas  on  the  importance 
of  agriculture  in  preference  to  all  other  objects.  To  multiply  mulberries  in 
Piedmont,  and  cattle  and  fheep  in  Savoy — to  do  fomething  with  the  fertile 
wades  and  pediferous  marines  of  Sardinia,  would  give  a minider  reputation 
among  the  few  real  politicians  only  in  any  country  : but  dying,  and  buttons  *, 
and  icitlars,  and  commerce,  are  calculated  to  pleaie  the  many,  and  cpnfequently 
to  give  reputation  to  thofe  who  build  on  fuch  foundations.  Dine  with  Mr, 
Trevor,  and  continue  to  find  in  him  an  equal  ability  and  inclination  to  anfwer 
fuch  of  my  enquiries  as  I took  the  liberty  of  troubling  him  with.  In  the  even- 
ing he  introduced  me  to  Count  Granari,  the  fecretary  of  date  for  home  affairs, 
that  is  the  prime  minider,  under  an  idea  that  he  had  an  intention  of  introducing 
Spanhli  fheeo  : he  was  ambaffador  in  Spain,  and  feems,  from  his  conversation, 
well  informed  concerning  the  Spanifh  docks.  This  minider  was  called  home  to 
fill  his  prefent  important  fituation,  to  the  fat  is  faction  of  the  people,  who  have 
very  generally  a good  opinion  of  his  ability  and  prudence.  To-morrow  I leave 
Turin:  I have  agreed  with  a veit urine  for  carrying  me  to  Lyons  acrofs  Mont 
Cenis,  in  a chariot,  and  allowed  him  to  take  another  perfon ; this  perfon  he 
has.  found  ; and  it  is  Mr.  Grundy,  a coniiderable  merchant  of  Birmingham, 
who  is  on  his  return  from  Naples. 

JL 

The  20th.  Leave  Turin;  dine  at  St.  Anthony,  like  hogs  ; and  fmoked  all 
the  dinner  like  hams.  Sleep  at  Suza,  a better  inn,— — - 2 2 miles. 


The  2 id.  The  ihorteft  day  in  the  year,  for  one  of  the  expeditions  that  de- 
mand the  longed,  the  paffage  of  Mont  Cenis,  about  which  fo  much  lias  been 
written.  To  thole  who,  from  reading,  are  full  of  expectation  of  fomething  very 
fuhlime,  it  is  almod  as  great  a del u lion  as  to  be  met  with  in  the  regions  of 
romance  : if  travellers  are  to  be  believed,  the  dement,  rammafjant  on  the  Low, 
is  made  with  the  velocity  of  a daib  of  lightning;  I was  not  fortunate  enough  to 
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meet  with  any  thing  fo  wonderful.  At  the  grands  croix  we  feated  ourfelves 
in  machines  of  four  flicks,  dignified  with  the  name  of  traineau  : a mule  draws 
it,  and  a conductor,  who  walks  between  the  machine  and  the  animal,  ferves 
chiefly  to  kick  the  fnow  into  the  face  of  the  rider.  When  arrived  at  the  pre- 
cipice, which  leads  down  to  Lanebourg,  the  mule  is  diimiffed,  and  the  ram- 
muffing  begins.  The  weight  of  two  perfOns,  the  guide  feating  himlelf  in  the 
front,  and  directing  it  with  his  heels  in  the  fnow,  is  fufficient  to  give  it  motion. 
For  moil:  of  the  way  he  is  content  to  follow  very  humbly  the  path  of  the  mules, 
but  now  and  then  croiies  to  efcape  a double,  and  in  fiich  fpots  the  motion  is 
rapid  enough,  for  a few  feconds,  to  be  agreeable ; they  might  very  ea illy 
fhorten  the  line  one  half,  and  by  that  method  gratify  the  Englifh  with  the  velo- 
city they  admire  fo  much.  As  it  is  at  prelent,  a good  Englifh  horfe  would  trot 
as"  fall  as  we  r amnia jfsd . The  exaggerations  we  have  read  of  this  bulinefs  have 
arifen,  perhaps,  from  travellers  palling  in  fummer,  and  relying  on  the  defcnp- 
tions  of  the  muleteers.  A journey  on  fnow  is  commonly  productive  of  laugh- 
able incidents ; the  road  of  the  traineau  is  not  wider  than  the  machine,  and  we 
were  always  meeting  mules,  &c.  It  was  fometimes,  and  with  reafon,  a quef- 
tion  who  ihould  turn  out  - for  the  fnow  being  ten  feet  deep,  the  mules  had 
fagacity  to  confider  a moment  before  they  buried  themfelves.  A young 
-Savoyard  female,  riding  her  mule,  experienced  a complete  reverfal;  for,  attempt- 
ing to  p£fs  my  traineau , her  bead  was  a little  reflive,  and  tumbling,  difmounted 
his  rider:  the  girl’s  head  pitched  in  the  fnow,  and  funk  deep  enough  to  fix  her 
beauties  in  the  politico  of  a forked  poft ; and  the  wicked  muleteers,  infiead  of 
affifting  her,  laughed  too  heartily  to  move  : if  it  had  been  one  of  the  ballerine , 
the  attitude  would  not  have  been  diltreffing  to  her.  Thefe  laughable  adven- 
tures, with  the  gilding  of  a bright  fun,  made  the  day  pafs  pleafantly;  and  we 
were  in  good  humour  enough  to  fwallow  with  chearfulnefs,  a dinner  at  Lane- 
bourg, that,  had  we  been  in  England,  we  ihould  have  consigned  very  readily  to 

the  dog-kennel.  20  miles. 

o 

The  2 2d.  The  whole  day  we  were  amon?  the  hi;  K Alps.  The  villages  are 
apparently  poor,  the  houies  ill  built,  and  the  people  with  few  comforts  about 
them,  except  plenty  of  pine  wood,  the  forefts  of  which  harbour  wolves  and 
bears.  Dine  at  Modane,  and  fleep  at  St.  Michel. 2 c miles. 

The  23d.  Pafs  St.  Jean  Maurienne,  where  there  is  a biihop,  and  near  that 
place  we  faw  what  is  much  better  than  a bifhop,  the  prettied,  and  indeed  the 
only  pretty  woman  we  faw  in  Savoy ; on  enquiry,  found  it  was  Madame  de 
la  Cofie,  wife  of  a farmer  of  tobacco ; I ihould  have  been  better  plealed  if  fhe  had 
belonged  to  the  plough. — The  mountains  now  relax  their  terrific  features  : they 
recede  enough,  to  offer  to  the  willing  induftry  of  the  poor  inhabitants  fomething 
like  a valley ; but  the  jealous  torrent  feizes  it  with  the  hand  of  defpotiim,  and, 
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like  His  brother  tyrants,  reigns  but  to  deftroy.  On  fome  dopes  vines  : mulber- 
ries begin  to  appear ; villages  increafe ; but  dill  continue  rather  fhapelefs  heaps 
of  inhabited  ftones  than  ranges  of  houfes ; yet  in  thefe  homely  cots,  beneath  the 
fhow-clad  hills,  where  natural  light  comes  with  tardy  beams,  and  art  feems  more 
fedulous  to  exclude  than  admit  it,  peace  and  content,  the  companions  of  honedy, 
may  refide ; and  certainly  would,  were  the  penury  of  nature  the  only  evil  felt  ; 
but  the  hand  of  defpotifm  may  be  more  heavy.  In  feveral  places  the  view  is 
pidturefque  and  pleating  : inclofures  feem  hung  againd  the  mountain  iides,  as  a 
picture  is  fufpended  to  the  wall  of  a room.  The  people  are  in  general  exceedingly 

ugly  and  dwarf  fh.  Dine  at  La  Chambre ; fad  fare.  Sleep  at  Aguebelle. 

30  miles. 

The  24-th.  The  country  to-day,  that  is,  to  Chambery,  improves  greatly  ^ 
the  mountains,  - though  high,  recede ; the  values  are  wide,  and  the  Hopes  more 
cultivated  j and  towards  the  capital  of  Savoy,  are  many  country  houfes  which 
enliven  the  fcene.  Above  Mai  Taverns  is  Cliateauneuf,  the  houfe  of  the 
countefs  of  that  name.  I was  lorry  to  fee,  at  the  vilage,  a car  can,  or  feigneu- 
ral  dandard,  eredfed,  to  which  a chain  and  heavy  iron  collar  are  fadened,  as  a 
mark  of  the  lordly  arrogance  of  the  nobility,  and  the  fiavery  of  the  people.  I 
allied  why  it  was^  not  burned,  with  the  horror  it  merited  ? The  quedion  did 
not  excite  the  furprize  I expected,  and  which  it  would  have  done  before  the 
French  revolution.  This  led  to  a converfation,  by  which  I learned,  that  in  the 
haul  Savoy,  there  are  no  feigneurs,  and  the  people  are  generally  at  their  eafe  j pof- 
fciiing  little  properties,  and  the  land  in  fpite  of  nature,  almod  as  valuable  as  in 
the  lower  country,  where  the  people  are  poor,  and  ill  at  their  eafe.  I demanded 
why  ? Becaufe  there  are  feigneurs  every  where . What  a vice  is  it,  and  even  a 
curie,  that  the  gentry,  in  head  of  being  the  cheriihers  and  benefactors  of  their 
poor  neighbours,  fhould  thus,  by  the  abomination  of  feudal  rights,  prove  mere 
tyrants  ? Will  nothing  but  revolutions,  which  caufe  their  chateaux  to  be  burnt, 
induce  them  to  give  to  reafon  and  humanity,  what  will  be  extorted,  bv  violence 
and  commotion  ? We  had  arranged  our  journey,  to  arrive  early  at  Chambery, 
for  an  opportunity  to  fee  what  is  mod;  intereding  in  a place  that  has  but  little. 
It  is  the  winter  reiidence  of  aimed  all  the  nobility  of  Savoy*  The  bed  edate  in 
the  duchy  is  not  more  than  60,000  Piedmontefe  livres  a year  (Food,),  but  for 
20,000  liv.  they  live  en  grand  feigneur  here.  If  a country  gentleman  have  1 <0 
lords  d’or  a year,  he  will  be  fure  to  fpend  three  months  in  a town  ,*  the  confe- 
quence  of  which  mud  be,  nine  uncomfortable  ones  in  the  country,  in  order  to 
make  a beggarly  figure  the  other  three  in  town.  Thefe  idle  people  are  this 
Cnridmas  difappointed,  by  the  court  having  refufed  admittance  to  the  ufual 
company  of  French  comedians  — the  government  fears  importing  among  the 
rough  mountaineers  the  prefent  fpirit  of  French  liberty.  Is  this  weak  nets  or 
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policy  ? But  Chambery  had  objects  to  me  more  interefling.  I was  eager  t@ 
view  Charmettes,  tiie  road,  the  houfe  of  Madame  de  Warens,  the  vineyard, 
the  garden,  every  thing,  in  a word,  that  had  been  defcribed  by  the  inimitable 
pencil  of  RomTeau.  There  was  fomething  fo  delicioufiy  amiable  in  her  character, 
in  fpite  of  her  frailties — her  conftant  gaiety  and  good  h-umour- — her  tendernefs  and 


- humanity — her  farming  fpeculations- 


! i 


above  all  other  circumftances,  the 


love  of  Rouffeau,  have  written  her  name  amongfc  the  few  whole  memoirs  are 
connected  with  us,  by  ties  more  eafily  felt  than  defcribed.  The  houfe  is  fitu- 
ated  about  a mile  from  Chambery,  fronting  the  rocky  road  which  leads  to 
that  city,  and  the  wood  of  chefnuts  in  the  valley.  It  is  ffnaii,  and  much  of  the 
fame  fize  as  we  fhouid  fuppofe,  in  England,  would  be  found  on  a farm  of  one 
hundred  acres,  without  the  lead  luxury  or  pretention } and  the  garden,  for  throbs 
and  flowers,  is  confined,  as  well  as  unatiumiiig.  The  fcenery  is  pleating,  being 
fo  near  a city,  and  yet,  as  he  obierves,  quite  fequeftered.  It  could  not  but  inte- 
rest me,  ana  I viewed  it  with  a degree  of  emotion ; even  in  the  leaflets  melan- 
choly of  December  it  pleated.  I wandered  about  fome  hills,  which  were  af- 
furedly  the  walks  he  has  fo  agreeably  defcribed.  I returned  to  Chambery, 
with  my  heart  full  of  Madame  de  Warens.  We  had  with  us  a young  phy- 
fician,  a Monfieur  Bernard,  of  Modanne  en  Maurienne,  an  agreeable  man, 
connected  with  people  at  Chambery  •>  I was  lorry  to  find,  that  he  knew  nothing 
more  of  the  matter,  than  that  Madame  de  Warens  was  certainly  dead.  With 
fome  trouble  I procured  the  following  certificate  : 

Extract  from  the  Mortuary  Regijier  oj  the  Pari  [to  Church  of  St.  Peter  de  Lemens. 

“ Tho  30th  of  July,  1762,  was  buried,  in  the  burying  ground  of  Lemens, 
Dame  Louiia  Frances  Eleonor  de  la  Tour,  widow  of  the  Beignor  Baron  de  Wa- 
rens, native  of  Vevay,  in  the  canton  of  Berne,  in  Switzerland,  who  died  yetter- 
day,  at  ten  in  the  evening,  like  a good  Chriftian,  and  fortified  with  her  laid  faera- 
ments,  aged  about  fixty-three  years.  She  abjured  the  Proteftant -religion  about 
thirty-fix  years  paid  ; fince  which  time  Hie  lived  in  our  religion.  She  finished 
her  days  in  the  fuburb  of  Nefin,  where  the  had  lived  ior  about  eight  years,  in 
the  houfe  of  M.  Crepine.  She  lived  heretofore  at  the  Rectus,  about  four  years, 
in  the  houfe  of  the  Marquis  d’Alinge.  She  paifed  the  reft  of  her  life,  fince  her 
abjuration,  in  this  city.  (Signed)  Gaime,  rector  of  Lemens.” 

“ I,  the  underwritten,  prelent  rector  of  the  laid  Lemens,  certify,  that  I have 
extracted  this  from  the  mortuary  register  oi  the  pariih  church  of  the  faid  place, 
without  any  addition  or  diminution  whauoever  and,  having  collated  it,  have 
found  it  conformable  to  the  original,  in  witnefs  of  all  which,  I have  figned 
the  prelent  at  Chambery,  the  24th  of  December,  1 7 8 9 . 


13  miles. 


(Signed)  A,  Sachod,  rector  of  Lemens.” 
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The  25th.  Left  Chambery  much  diilatisfied,  for  want  of  knowing  more  of 
it.  Rondeau  gives  a good  character  * of  the  people*  and  I wi/hed  to  know  them 
better.  It  was  the  word:  day  I have  known,  for  months  pail,  a cold  thaw,  of 
fnow  and  rain  ; and  yet  in  this  dreary  feafon,  when  nature  fo  rarely  has  a irnile 
on  her  countenance,  the  environs  were  charming.  All  hill  and  dale,  toiled 
about  with  fo  much  wildnefs,  that  the  features  are  bold  enough  for  the  irregu- 
larity of  a foreft  fcene ; and  yet  withal,  foftened  and  melted  down  by  culture 
and  habitation,  to  be  eminently  beautiful.  The  country  inclofed  to  the  fir  ft 
town  in  France,  Pont  Beauvoifin,  where  we  dined  and  flept.  The  paflage  of 
Echelles,  cut  in  the  rock  by  the  fovereign  of  the  country,  is  a noble  and  ftupen- 
dous  work.  Arrive  at  Pont  Beauvoiiin,  once  more  entering  this  noble  kingdom, 
and  meeting  with  the  cockades  of  liberty,  and  thofe  arms  in  the  hands  of  the 
people,  which,  it  is  to  be  wiflied,  maybeufed  only  for  their  own  and  Europe’s 
peace. 24  miles. 

The  26th.  Dine  at  Tour  du  Pin,  and  deep  at  Verpiliere.  This  is  the  moil 
advantageous  entrance  into  France,  in  refpedi  of  beauty  of  country.  From  Spain, 
England,  Flanders,  Germany,  or  Italy  by  way  of  Antibes,  all  are  inferior  to 
this.  It  is  really  beautiful,  and  well  planted,  has  many  inclofures  and  mulber- 
ries, with  fome  vines.  There  is  hardly  a bad  feature,  except  the  houfes  * 
which,  inftead  of  being  well  built,  and  white  as  in  Italy,  are  ugly  thatched 
mud  cabins,  without  chiinnies,  the  fmoke  iffuing  at  a hole  in  the  roof,  or  at 
the  windows.  Glafs  fee  ms  unknown  and  there  is  an  air  of  poverty  and  mifery 
about  them  quite  dilTonant  to  the  general  afpect  of  the  country.  Pafs  Bourgoyn, 
a large  town.  Reach  Verpiliere.  This  day’s  journey  is  a fine  variation  of  hill 
and  dale,  well  planted  with  chateaux , and  farms  and  cottages  fpread  about  it.  A 
mild  lovely  day  of  fun-jfhine  threw  no  flight  gilding  over  the  whole.  For  ten  or 
twelve  days  pafl,  they  have  had,  on  this  fide  of  the  Alps,  fine  open  warm  weather, 
with  fim-fhine ; but  on  the  Alps  themfelves,  and  in  the  vale  of  Lombardy,  on  the 
other  fide,  we  were  frozen  and  buried  in  fnow.  At  Pont  Beauvoif  n and  Bourgoyn, 
our  paffports  were  demanded  by  the  milice  bourgeoife , but  no  where  die : they  af- 
fure  us,  that  the  country  is  perfectly  quiet  every  where,  and  have  no  guards  mount- 
ed in  the  villages — nor  any  fufpicions  of  fugitives,  as  in  the  fummer.  Not  far  from 
Verpiliere,  pafs  the  burnt  chateau  of  M.  de  Veau,  in  a fine  ftuation,  with  a 
noble  wood  behind  it.  Mr.  Grundy  was  here  in  Auguft,  and  it  had  then  but 
lately  been  laid  in  allies ; and  a peafant  was  hanging  on  one  of  the  trees  of  the 
avenue  by  the  road,  one  among  many  who  were  feizea  by  the  milice  bourgeoife 
for  this  atrocious  aft.— 27  miles. 

* S’il  eft  une  petite  ville  au  monde  ou  Ton  gouts  la  douceur  de  la  vie  dans  un  commerce  agreable  Sc 
fur  c’eft  Chambery. 
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The  27th.  The  country  changes  at  once;  from  one  of  the  fineft  in  France, 
it  becomes  almoA  flat  and  fombre . Arrive  at  Lyons,  and  there,  for  the  lafl 
time,  fee  the  Alps ; on  the  quay  there  is  a very  fine  view  of  Mont  Blanc,  which 
I had  not  feen  before  ; leaving  Italy,  and  Savoy,  and  the  Alps,  probably  never 
to  return,  has  fomething  of  a melancholy  fenfation.  For  all  thofe  circumftances 
which  render  that  claflical  country  illuftrious — the  feat  of  great  men — the  theatre 
of  the  moil  diflinguiihed  actions — the  exclusive  field  in  which  the  elegant  and 
agreeable  arts  have  loved  to  range — what  country  can  be  compared  with 
Italy  ? to  pleafe  the  eye,  to  charm  the  ear,  to  gratify  the  enquiries  of  a laudable 
curiofity,  whither  would  you  travel  ? In  every  bofom  whatever,  Italy  is  the 
fecond  country  in  the  world — of  all  others,  the  fureft  proof  that  it  is  the  firft. 
To  the  theatre;  a. mufical  thing,  which  called  all  Italy  by  contrail  to  my  ears! 
What  fluff  is  French  rauiic  ! the  diflortions  of  embodied  diflonance.  The 
theatre  is  not  equal  to  that  of  Nantes ; and  very  much  inferior  to  that  of 
Bourdeaux. 18  miles. 

The  28th.  I had  letters  to  Monf.  Goudard,  a confiderable  filk  merchant, 
and,  waiting  on  him  yefterday,  he  appointed  me  to  breakfafl  with  him  this  morn- 
ing. I tried  hard  to  procure  fome  information  relative  to  the  manufactures  of 
Lyons;  but  in.  vain:  every  thing  was  felon  and  fuivant.  To  Monf.  l’Abbe 
Rozier,  author  of  the  voluminous  didiionary  of  agriculture,  in  quarto.  I vifited 
him  as  a man  very  much  extolled,  and  net  wdth  an  idea  of  receiving  information 
in  the  plain  practical  line,  which  is  the  object  of  my  enquiries,  from  the  com- 
piler of  a dictionary.  When  Monf.  Rozier  lived  at  Beziers,  he  occupied  a 
confiderable  farm ; but,  on  becoming  the  inhabitant  of  a city,  he  placed  this 
motto  over  his  door — Laudato  ingentia  rura>  exiguum  colit  a 3 which  is  but  a bad 
apology  for  no  farm  at  alL  I made  one  or  two  efforts  towards  a little  practi- 
cal converfation ; hut  he  flew  off  from  that  centre  in  fuch  eccentric  radii 
of  feience,  that  the  vanity  of  the  attempt  was  obvious  in  a moment,  A phy- 
fician  prefent,  remarked  to  me,  that  if  I wanted  to  know  common  practices  and 
products,  I fhould  apply  to  common  farmers,  indicating  by  his  air  and  manner, 
that  fuch  things  were  beneath  the  dignity  of  fcience.  Monf.  f Abbe  Rozier  is, 
however,  a man  of  confiderable  knowledge,  though  no  farmer ; in  thofe  purfuits, 
which  he  has  cultivated  with  inclination,  he  is  juftly  celebrated — and  he  merits 
every  eulogium,  for  having  fet  on  foot  the  Journal  de  Phyfque , which,  take  it  for 
all  and  all,  is  by  far  the  beft  journal  that  is  to  be  found  in  Europe.  His  houie  is 
beautifully  fituated,  commanding  a noble  profpedt;  his  library  is  furniflied  with 
good  books ; and  every  appearance  about  him  points  out  an  eafy  fortune.  Waited 
then  on  Monf.  de  Froflard,  a proteflant  minifler,  who,  with  great  readinefs  and 
liberality,  gave  me  much  valuable  information ; and,  for  my  further  inflruction 
on  points  with  which  he  was  not  equally  acquainted,  introduced  me  to  Monf. 
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Roland  la  Platerie,  infpeCtor  of  the  Lyons  fabrics.  This  gentleman  had  notes 
upon  many  Subjects,  which  afforded  an  interesting  conversation ; and,  as  he  com- 
municated freely,  I had  the  pleafure  to  find,  that  I Should  not  quit  Lyons 
without  a good  portion  of  the  knowledge  I fought.  This  gentleman,  fomewhat 
advanced  in  life,  has  a young  and  beautiful  wife — the  lady  to  whom  he  add  relied 
his  letters,  written  in  Italy,  and  which  have  been  published  in  five  or  Six  volumes. 
Monf.  Froffard  defiring  Monk  de  la  Platerie  to  dine  with  him,  to  meet  me,  we 
had  a great  deal  of  conversation  on  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  commerce ; 
and  differed  but  little  in  our  opinions,  except  on  the  treaty  of  commerce  between 
England  and  France,  which  that  gentleman  condemned,  as  I thought,  unjuStly ; 
and  we  debated  the  point.  Pie  wrarmly  contended,  that  Silk  ought  to  have  been 
included  as  a benefit  to  France ; I urged,  that  the  offer  was  made  to  the  French 
ministry,  andrefufed;  and  I ventured  to  fay,  that  had  it  been  accepted,  the 
advantage  would  have  been  on  the  Side  of  England,  inStead  of  France,  Supposing, 
according  to  the  vulgar  ideas,  that  the  benefit  and  the  balance  of  trade  are  the  fame 
things.  I begged  him  to  give  me  a reafon  for  believing  that  France  would  buy 
the  Silk  of  Piedmont  and  of  China,  and  work  it  up  to  underfell  England  ; while 
England  buys  the  French  cotton,  and  works  it  into  fabrics  that  underfell  thofe 
of  France,  even  under  an  accumulation  of  charges  and  duties  ? We  difcuSfed  thefe, 
and  Similar  fubjeCts,  wfith  that  fort  of  attention  and  candour  that  render  them  in- 
teresting to  perfons  who  love  a liberal  converfation  upon  important  points. — 
Among  the  objects  at  Lyons,  that  are  worthy  of  a Stranger’s  curioiity,  is  the  point 
of  junction  of  the  two  great  rivers,  the  Soanne  and  the  Rhone ; Lyons  would 
doubtlefs  be  much  better  Situated,  if  it  were  really  at  the  junction g but  there  is 
an  unoccupied  fpace  fufiicient  to  contain  a city  half  as  large  as  Lyons  itfelf. 
This  fpace  is  a modern  embankment,  that  coft  Six  millions,  and  ruined  the 
undertakers.  I prefer  even  Nantes  to  Lyons.  When  a city  is  built  at  the 
junction  of  two  great  rivers,  the  imagination  is  apt  to  Suppofe,  that  thofe  rivers 
form  a part  of  the  magnificence  of  the  fcenery.  Without  broad,  clean,  and  well 
built  quays,  what  are  rivers  to  a city  but  a facility  to  carry  coals  or  tar-barrels  ? 
What,  in  .point  of  beauty,  has  London  to  do  with  the  Thames,  except  at  the 
terrace  of  the  Adel  phi,  and  the  new  buildings  of  Somerfet- place,  any  more 
than  with  Fleet-ditch,  buried  as  it  is,  a common  Shore  ? I know  nothing  in 
which  our  expectations  are  fo  horribly  difappointed  as  in  cities,  fo  very  few  are 
built  with  any  general  idea  of  beauty  or  decoration  ! 

The  29th.  Early  in  the  morning,  with  Monf.  Froffard,  to  view  a large  farm 
near  Lyons.  Monf.  Froffard  is  a Steady  advocate  for  the  new  constitution  esta- 
blishing in  France.  At  the  fame  time,  all  thofe  I have  converfed  with  in  the 
city,  reprefent  the  State  of  the  manufacture  as  melancholy  to  the  laft  degree. 
Twenty  thoufand  people  are  fed  by  charity,  and  confequently  very  ill  fed  5 and 
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the  mats  of  diftrefs,  in  all  kinds,  among  the  lower  dalles,  is  greater  than  ever 
was  known-— or  than  any  thing  of  which  they  had  an  idea.  The  chief  caufe 
of  the  evil  felt  here,  is  the  if  agnation  of  trade,  occasioned  by  the  emigrations  of 
the  rich  from  the  kingdom,  and  the  general  want  of  confidence  in  merchants 
and  manufacturers ; whence,  of  courfe,  bankruptcies  are  common.  At  a mo- 
ment when  they  are  little  able  to  bear  additional  burthens,  they  raife  by  volun- 
tary contributions,  for  the  poor,  immenlefums;  fo  that  including  the  reve- 
venues  of  the  hofpitals,  and  other  charitable  foundations,  there  are  not  paid,  at 
prefent,  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor,  lefs  than  40,000  louis  a’or  a year.  My  fellow 
traveller,  Mr.  Grundy,  being  defirous  to  get  foon  to  Paris,  perfuaded  me  to  travel 
with  him  in  a poft-chaife,  a mode  of  travelling  which  I detefi,  but  the  feafon 
urged  me  to  it ; and  a Rill  ftronger  motive,  was  the  having  of  more  time  to  pafs. 
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br  the  fake  of  obierving  the  extraordinary  hate  of  things — of  a 
King,  Queen,  and  Dauphin  of  France,  adtual  prifoners ; I therefore  accepted 
his  proDofal,  and  we  fet  off  after  dinner  to-day.  In  about  ten  miles  come  to. 
the  mountains.  The  country  dreary ; no  inclofures,  no  mulberries,  no  vines, 
much  wafte,  and  nothing  that  indicates  the  vicinity  of  fuch  a city.  At  Arnas, 
Deep  at  a comfortable  inn. -17  miles. 

The  30th.  Continue  early  in  the  morning  to  Tarar ; the  mountain  of  which 
name  is  more  formidable  in  reputation  than  in  reality.  To  St.  Syphorien  the 
fame  features.  The  buildings  increafe,  both  in  number  and  gocdnefs,  on  ap- 
proaching the  Seine,  which  we  eroded  at  Roane ; it  is  here  a good  river,  and  is 
navigable  many  miles  higher,  and  confequently  at  a vaft  di fiance  from  the  fea. 
There  are  many  fiat  bottomed  barges  on  it,  of  a confiderabe  fize. 50  miles. 

The  31ft.  Another  clear,  fine,  fun-fhine  dayj  rarely  do  we  fee  anything 
like  it  at  this  feafon  in  England.  After  Droiturier,  the  woods  of  the  Bourbon- 
nois  commence.  At  St.  Gerund  le  Puy  the  country  improves,  enlivened  by 
white  homes  and  chateaux , and  all  continues  fine  to  Moulins.  Sought  here  my 
old  friend,  Monf.  L’Ahbe  Barut,  and  had  another  interview  with  Mon f.  le  Mar- 
quis Degouttes,  concerning  the  fale  of  his  chateau  and  efiate  of  Riaux ; I de- 
ified fill!  to  have  the  rdfufal  of  it,  which  he  promifed  me,  and  will,  I have  no 
doubt,  keep  his  word.  Never  have  I been  fo  tempted  on  any  occafion,  as  with 
the  with  of  poffefiing  this  agreeable  fituation,  in  one  of  the  finefi  parts  of  France, 
and  in  the  finefi  climate  of  Europe.  God  grant,  that,  Ihoifid  be  he  pleafed  to 
protrad  my  life,  I may  not,  in  a fad  old  age,  repent  at  not  doling  of  once  with 
an  offer  to  which  prudence  calls,  and  prejudice  only  forbids  1 Heaven  fend  me 
eafe  and  tranquillity,  for  the  clofe  of  life,  be  it  palled  either  in  Suffolk,  or  the 
Bourbon nois  1- 38  miles. 

January  i,  1790.  Nevers  makes  a fine  appearance,  rifing  proudly  from 
the  Loire  ; but,  on  the  firft  entrance,  it  is  like  a thoufand  other  places.  Towns, 
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thus  feen,  referable  a groupe  of  women,  huddled  clofe  together : you  fee  their 
nodding  plumes  and  fparkling  gems,  till  you  fancy  that  ornament  is  the  herald 
of  beauty  -}  but,  on  a nearer  infpedtion,  the  faces  are  too  often  but  common  clay. 
From  the  hill  that  defcends  to  Pougues,  is  an  extenflve  view  to  the  north  ; and 
after  Pouilly  a fine  fcenery,  with  the  Loire  doubling  through  it.— -75  miles. 

The  2d.  At  Briare,  the  canal  is  an  objedt  that  announces  the  happy  efFedts 
of  indultry.  There  we  quit  the  Loire.  The  country  all  the  way  di'verfified ; 
much  of  it  dry,  and  very  pleafant,  with  rivers,  hills,  and  woods,  butalmoft 
every  where  a poor  foil.  Pals  many  chateaux , fome  of  which  are  very  good. 
Sleep  at  Nemours,  where  we  met  with  an  inn-keeper,  who  exceeded,  in  knavery, 
all  we  had  met  with,  either  in  France  or  Italy  : for  fupper,  we  a had  fou'pe 
maigre,  a partridge  and  a chicken  roafted,  a plate  of  celery,  a fmall  cauliflower, 
two  bottles  of  poor  vin  du  Pays,  and  a delfe:  t of  two  hifcuits  and  four  apples  : 
here  is  the  bill: — Potage  1 liv.  10 f — Perdrix,  2 liv.  10 f Poulet,  2 liv. — 
Celeri,  1 liv.  4 f — Choufleur,  2 liv. — Pain  et  deffert,  2 liv.* — Feu  & aparte- 
ment,  6 liv. — Total,  19  liv.  8 f.  Again  ft  fo  impudent  an  extortion  we  remon- 
ftraied  feverely,  but  in  vain.  We  then  infilled  on  his  flgning  the  bill,  which, 
after  many  evafions,  he  did,  a V etoile  ; Foulliare.  But  having  been  carried  to 
the  inn,  not  as  the  ftar,  but  the  ecu  de  France , we  fufpected  fome  deceit ; and 
going  out  to  examine  the  premii.es,  we  found  the  iign  to  be  really  the  ecu,  and 
learned,  on  enquiry,  that  his  own  name  was  Roux,  in  Bead  of  Foulliare : he  was 
not  prepared  for  this  detection,  or  for  the  execration  we  poured  on  flich  an  infa- 
mous conduct  ; but  he  ran  away  in  an  inftant,  and  hid  himfelf  till  we  were 
gone.  In  juftice  to  the  world,  however,  fuch  a.  fellow  ought  to  be  marked 
out 60  miles. 

The  3d.  Through  the  foreft  of  Fontainbleau,  to  Melun  and  Paris.  The 
fixty  pojles  from  Lyons  to  Paris,  making  three  hundred  Englifh  miles,  coft  us, 
including  3 louis  for  the  hire  of  the  poft-chaife  (an  old  French  cabriolet  of  two 
wheels)  and  the  charges  at  the  inns,  &c.  15L  Englifh;  that  is  to  fay,  is.  per 
Englifh  mile,  or  6d.  per  head.  At  Paris,  I went  to  my  old  quarter,  the  hotel 
de  La  Rochefoucauld ; for  at  Lyons  I had  received  a letter  from  the  duke  de 
Liancourt,  who  defired  me  to  make  his  houfe  my  home,  juft  as  in  the  time  of 
his  mother,  my  much  lamented  friend,  the  duchefs  d’Eftiflac,  who  died  while 
I was  in  Italy..  I found  my  friend  Lazo  wild  well,  and  we  were  a gorge  deploy  ee, 
to  converfe  on  the  amazing  fcenes  that  have  taken  place  .in  France  iince  I left 
Paris 46  miles. 

The  4th.  After  breakfaft,  walk  in  the  gardes  of  the  Thuilleries,  where  there 
is  the  molt:  extraordinary  light  that  either  French  or  Englilh  eyes  could  ever  be- 
hold at  Paris.  The  King,  walking  with  fix  grenadiers  of  the  mitice  bourgeoife , 
with  an  officer  or  two  of  his  houfehold,  and  a page.  The  doors  of  the  gardens 
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are  kept  fhut  in  refpecl  to  him,  in  order  to  exclude  every  body  but  deputies,  or 
thole  who  have  admiffion-tickeix . W hen  he  entered  the  palace,  the  doors  of 
the  gardens  were  thrown  open  for  all  without  diffinfiion,  though  the  Queen 
was  dill  walking  with  a lady  of  her  court.  She  aito  was  attended  fo  clofeiy  by 
the  gardes  bourgeoijesy  that  be  could  not  freak,  but  in  a low  voice,  without 
being  heard  by  them.  A n.  1;  fell  owed  her,  talking  very  loud,  and  paying 
no  other  apparent  reipedt  t n that  of  taking  off  their  hats  wherever  ihe 
pafied,  which  was  indeed  me:  th-ni  1 expected.  Her  majefty  does  not  ap- 
pear to  be  in  health;  £he  f err-  ■>  be  much  affedted,  and  thews  it  in  her 

eafe  can  r:  er  him.  By  his  orders,  there 
Dauphin  amufe  himfelf  in,  and  a fmall 
ain  ; cere  he  was  at  work  with  his  • 
.rd  of  two  grenadiers.  He  is  a very 
or  if  years  old,  with  an  agreeable 
are  u:  ken  off  to  him,  which  I was 
; thus  clofe  priioners  (for  fuch  they 
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is  a little  garden  railed  off,  for  : 

room  is  built  in  it  to  retire  to  w 
little  hoe  and  rake,  but  no: 

•pretty  good-natured  look: 
countenance ; wherever  he  ■•-•ocs,  all 
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glad  to  obierve.  All  the  £ nily  bei 
are  in  effedt)  afford,  at  firft  vie  a 
act  were  not  effectually  neceffary  to  c fleet  the  revolution  ; this  I conceive  to  be 
impoitible ; but  if  it  were  neceffary,  no  one  can  biame  the  people  for  taking 
every  meafure  poffible  to  fecure  that  liberty  they  had  feized  in  the  violence  of  a 
revolution.  At  fuch  a moment,  nothing  is  to  be  condemned  but  what  endan- 
gers the  national  freedom.  I muff,  however,  freely  own,  that  I have  my 
doubts  whether  this  treatment  of  the  royal  family  can  be  juftly  effeemed  any 
lecurity  to  liberty ; or,  on  the  contrary,  whether  it  were  not  a very  dangerous 
ffep,  that  expofes  to  hazard  whatever  had  been  gained.  I have  fpoken  with 
feveral  per  for  s to-day,  and  have  ftated  objections  to  the  prefent  fyffem,  ffronger 
even  than  they  appear  to  me,  in  order  to  learn  their  fentiments ; and  it  is  evident, 
they  are  at  the  prefent  moment  under  an  apprehenfion  of  an  attempt  towards  a 
counter  revolution.  The  danger  cf  it  very  much,  if  not  absolutely,  refills  from  the 
violence  which  has  been  ufed  towards  the  royal  family.  The  National  Affem- 
bly  was,  before  that  period,  anfwerable  only  for  the  permanent  con  flit  utional 
laws  paffed  for  the  future : fince  that  moment,  it  is  equally  anfwerable  for  the 
whole  conduit  of  the  government  of  the  ffate,  executive  as  well  as  legislative. 
This  critical  fituation  has  made  a conftant  fpirit  of  exertion  neceffarv  among  ff  the 
Paris  militia.  The  great  object  of  M.  La  Fayette,  and  the  other  military  leaders, 
is  to  improve  their  dilcipline,  and  to  bring  them  into  ffich  a form  as  to  allow 
a rational  dependence  on  them,  in  cafe  of  their  being  wanted  in  the  field  ; but 
fuch  is  the  fpirit  of  freedom,  that,  even  in  the  military,  there  is  ib  little  fubor- 
dination?  that  a man  is  an  .officer  to-day,  and  in  the  ranks  to-morrow ; a mode 
of  proceeding,  that  makes  it  the  more  difficult  to  bring  them  to  the  point  their 
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leaders  fee  neceffary.  Eight  thoufand  men  in  Paris  may  be  called  the  {landing 
army,  paid  every  day  1 5 f.  a man ; in  which  number  is  included  the  corps  of  the 
French  guards  from  Verlailles,  that  deferted  to  the  people*  they  have  alfo  eight 
hundred  hcrfe,  at  an  expence  each  of  1500  Iiv.  (62I.  15s.  6d.)  a-year,  and  the 
officers  have  double  the  pay  of  thofe  in  the  army. 

The  5th.  Yefterday’s  addrefs  of  the  National  Affembly  to  the  King  has 
done  them  credit  with  every  body.  I have  heard  it  mentioned,  by  people  of 
very  different  opinions,  but  all  concur  in  commending  it.  it  was  upon  the 
queftion  of  naming  the  annual  fum  which  thou  Id  be  granted  for  the  civil  lift. 
They  determined  to  fend  a deputation  to  his  Majefty,  requesting  hirn  to  name 
the  fum  himfelf,  and  praying  him  to  cenfult  lefs  his  fpirit  of  ceconomy,  than  a 
fenfe  of  that  dignity,  which  ougns  > environ  the  throne  with  a becoming  fplen- 
dour.  Dice  with  the  Duke  de  Liancourt,  at  his  apartments  in  the  Thuifleries, 
which,  on  the  removal  from  Verlailles,  were  affigned  to  him  as  grand  mailer 
of  the  wardrobe;  he  gives  a great  dinner,  twice  a- week,  to  the  deputies,  at 
which  from  twenty  to  forty  are  usually  prefect.  Half  an  hour  after  three  was. 
the  hour  appointed,  but  we  waited,  with  fome  of  the  deputies  that  had  left  the 
Affembly,  till  feven,  before  the  c oke  and  the  reft  of  the  company  came. 

There  is  in  the  Affembly  at  prefect  a writer  of  character,  the  author  of  a very 
able  book,  which  led  me  to  expect  Something  much  above  mediocrity  in  him; 
but  he  is  made  of  fo  many  pretty  ludeneftes,  that  I ftared  at  him  with  amaze- 
ment. His  voice  is  that  of  a feminine  whifoer,  as  if  his  nerves  would  not  per- 
mit fuch  a hoifterous  exertion  as  that  of  ipeaking  loud  enough  to.  be  heard* 
when  he  breathes  out  his  ideas,  he  does  it  with  eyes  half  clofed ; waves  his  head 
in  circles,  as  if  his  fentiments  were  to  he  received  as  oracles;  and  has  fo  much 
relaxation  and  pretention  to  eafe  and  delicacy  of  manner,  with  no  perfonal  ap- 
pearance to  fecond  thefe  prettineffes,  that  I wondered  by  what  artificial  means 
fuch  a mafs  of  heterogeneous  parts  became  compounded.  How  ffrange  that 
we  ftnould  read  an  author’s  book  with  great  pleafure;  that  we  fhould  fay,  this 
man  has  no  fluff  in  him;  all  is  of  confequence;  here  is  a character  unconta- 
minated with  that  rubbijh  which  we  fee  in  fo  many  other  men — and  after  this, 
to  meet  the  garb  of  fo  much  littlenefs  ! 

The  6th,  yth,  and  8th.  The  Duke  of  Liancourt  having  an  intention  of  tak- 
ing a farm  in  his  own  hands,  to  be  conducted  on  improved  principles  after  the 
Englifh  manner,  he  defired  me  to  accompany  Him,  and  my  friend  Lazowfki,  to 
Liancourt,  to  give  my  opinion  of  the  lands,  and  of  the  beft  means  towards  exe- 
cuting the  project,  which  I very  readily  complied  with.  I was  here  witnefs  to  a 
feene  which  made  me  frnile : at  no  great  diftance  from  the  chateau  of  Liancourt, 
is  a piece  of  wade  land,  clofe  to  the  road,  and  belonging  to  the  duke.  I law 
fome  men  very  bufy  at  work  upon  it,  hedging  it  in,  in  {mail  divhions ; levelling, 
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and  digging,  and  bellowing  much  labour  for  fo  poor  a fpot.  I afked  the  flew, 
ard  if  he  thought  that  land  worth  fuch  an  expence?  He  replied,  that  the  poor 
people  in  the  town,  upon  the  revolution  taking  place,  declared  that  the  poor  Were 
the  nation;  that  the  wafte  belonged  to  the  nation;  and,  proceeding  from  theory' to 
practice,  took  pofleftion,  without  any  further  authority,  and  began  to  cultivate; 
the  duke  not  viewing  their  induftry  with  any  difpleafure,  would  offer  no  oppof, 
tion  to  it.  This  circumilance  fhews  the  univerfal  fpirit  that  is  gone  forth;  and 
proves,  that  were  it  puftied  a little  farther,  it  might  prove  a ferious  matter  for  all 
the  property  in  the  kingdom.  In  this  cafe,  however,  I cannot  but  commend  it; 
for  if  there  be  one  public  nuiiance  greater  than  another,  it  is  a man  preferving 
the  poffeffion  of  wafte  land,  which  he  will  neither  cultivate  himfelf,  nor  let  others 
cultivate.  The  miferable  people  die  for  want  of  bread,  in  the  fight  of  waftes 
that  would  feed  thoufands.  I think  them  wife,  and  rational,  and  philofophica], 
in  feizing  fach  tracks : and  I heartily  wifh  there  was  a law  in  England  for  mak- 
ing this  action  of  the  French  peafants  a legal  one  with  us. 72  miles. 

The  9th.  At  kreakfaft  this  morning  in  the  Thuilleries.  Monk  Defmarets, 
of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  brought  a Memoirs , prefentee  par  la  Saciete  Ray  ale 
d’ Agriculture,  a V Ajfemblee  Nationals , on  the  means  of  improving  the  agri- 
culture of  France;  in  which,  among  other  things,  they  recommend  great  at- 
tention to  bees,  to  panification,  and  to  the  obftetrickart.  On  the  eftablifhment 
of  a free  and  patriotic  government,  to  which  the  national  agriculture  might  look 
for  new  and  halcyon  days,  thefe  were  objedis  doubtlefs  of  the  firffc  importance. 
There  are  fome  parts  of  the  memoir  that  really  merit  attention.  Called  on  mv 
fellow  traveller,  Monf.  Nicolay,  and  find  him  a confiderable  perfon;  a great 
hotel;  many  fervants ; his  father  a marechal  of  France,  and  himfelf  firft  preii- 
dent  of  a chamber  in  the  parliament  of  Paris,  having  been  elected  deputy,  by 
the  nobility  of  that  city,  for  the  Hates  general,  but  declined  accepting  it ; he 
has  befired  I would  dine  with  him  on  Sunday,  when  he  promifes  to  have  Monf, 
Decretot,  the  celebrated  manufacturer  and  deputy  of  Louviers.  At  the  Na- 
tional Ailembly — The  Count  de  Mirabeau,  (peaking  upon  the  queftion  of  the 
members  of  the  chamber  of  vacation,  in  the  parliament  of  Rennes,  was  truly 
eloquent — -ardent,  lively,  energetic,  and  impetuous.  At  night  to  the  ailembly 
of  the  Duchefs  d’Anville;  the  Marquis  and  Madame  Condorcet  there,  &c.  not 
a word  but  politics. 

The  10th.  The  chief  leaders  in  the  National  Aftembly,  are.  Target,  Cha- 
pellier,  Mirabeau,  Bernave,  Volney  the  traveller,  and,  till  the  attack  upon  the 
property  of  the  clergy,  FAbbe  Syeyes ; but  he  has  been  fo  much  difgufted  by 
that  ftep,  that  he  is  not  near  fo  forward  as  before.  The  violent  democrats,  who 
have  the  reputation  of  being  fo  much  republican  in  principle,  that  they  do  not 
admit  any  political  neceility  for  having  even  the  name  of  a king,  are  called  the 
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enrages.  They  have  a meeting  at  the  Jacobins,  called  the  revolution  club, 
which  aftembles  every  night,  in  the  very  room  in  which  the  famous  league  was 
formed,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.;  and  they  are  fo  numerous,  that  all  material 
bniinefs  is  there  decided,  before  it  is  difculfed  by  the  National  Aflembly.  1 
called  this  morning  on  feveral  perfons,  all  of  whom  are  great  democrats ; and 
mentioning  this  circumftance  to  them,  as  one  which  favoured  too  much  of  a 
Paris  junto  governing  the  kingdom,  an  idea,  which  muff,  in  the  long  run,  he 
unpopular  and  hazardous;  I was  anfwered,  that  the  predominancy  which  Paris 
a (fumed,  at  prefent,  was  abfolutely  neceiTary,  for  the  fifety  of  the  whole  nation ; 
for  if  nothing  were  done,  but  by  procuring  a previous  common  confent,  all 
great  opportunities  would  be  loft,  and  the  National  Aflembly  left  conftantlv 
expofed  to  the  danger  of  a counter-revolution.  They,  however,  admitted,  that 
it  did  create  great  jealoufies,  and  no  where  more  than  at  V erfaiiles,  where  fome 
plots  (they  added)  are,  without  doubt,  hatching  at  this  moment,  which,  have 
the  King’s  perfon  for  their  object:  riots  are  frequent  there,  under  pretence  of 
the  price  of  bread;  and  fuch  movements  are  certainly  very  dangerous,  for  they 
cannot  exift  fo  near  Paris,  without  the  ariftocratical  party  of  the  old  govern- 
ment endeavouring  to  take  advantage  of  them,  and  to  turn  them  to  a very  dif- 
ferent end,  from  what  was,  perhaps,  originally  intended.  I remarked,  in  all 
thefe  converfations,  that  the  belief  of  plots,  among  the  difgufted  party,  for  fet- 
tingthe  King  at  liberty,  is  general;  they  feem  almoft  perfuaded,  that  the  revo- 
lution will  not  be  abfolutely  finifhed  before  fome  fuch  attempts  are  made;  and 
it  is  curious  to  obferve,  that  the  general  voice  is,  that  if  an  attempt  were  to 
be  made,  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  have  the  leaft  appearance  of  Puccefs,  it  would 
undoubtedly  coft  the  King  his  life;  and  fo  changed  is  the  national  character,  not 
only  in  point  of  affedtion  for  the  perfon  of  their  prince,  but  alfo  in  that  foftnefs 
and  humanity,  for  which  it  has  been  fo  much  admired,  that  the  fuppofition  is 
made  without  horror  or  compunction.  In  a word,  the  prefent  devotion  to  li- 
berty is  a fort  of  rage;  it  abforbs  every  other  paftion,  and  permits  no  other  ob- 
ject to  remain  in  view  than  what  promifes  to  confirm  it. — Dine  with  a large 
party,  at  the  Duke  de  la  Rochefoucauld’s  ; ladies  and  gentlemen,  and  all  equally 
politicians ; but  I may  remark  another  effect  of  this  revolution,  by  no  means 
unnatural,  which  is,  that  of  leftening,  or  rather  reducing  to  nothing,  the  enor- 
mous influence  of  the  fex : they  mixed  themfelves  before  in  every  thing,  in  order 
to  govern  every  thing : I think  I fee  an  end  to  it  very  clearly.  The  men  in 
this  kingdom  were  puppets,  moved  by  their  wires,  who,  inftead  of  giving  the 
ton , in  queftions  of  national  debate,  muft  now  receive  it,  and  muft  be  content 
to  move  it  in  the  political  fphere  of  fome  celebrated  leader — that  is  to  fay,  they 
are,  in  fadt,  finking  into  what  nature  intended  them  for ; they  will  become  more 
amiable,  and  the  nation  better  governed. 
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The  nth.  The  riots  at  Versailles  are  faid  to  be  ferious;  a plot  is  talked  of, 
for  eight  hundred  men  to  march,  armed,  to  Paris,  at  the  indigation  of  fome- 
body,  to  join  homebody;  the  intention,  to  murder  La  Fayette,  Bailly,  and 
Necker;  and  very  wild  and  improbable  reports  are  propagated  every  moment. 
They  have  been  diffident  to  induce  Monf.  La  Fayette  to  iffiie,  yederday,  an 
order  concerning  the  mode  of  adembling  the  militia,  in  cafe  of  any  fudden  alarm. 
Two  pieces  of  cannon,  and  eight  hundred  men,  mount  guard  at  the  Thuille- 
ries  every  day.  See  fome  royalifts  this  morning,  who  affert,  that  the  public 
opinion  in  the  kingdom  is  changing  apace;  that  pity  for  the  King,  and  difgud 
at  fome  proceedings  of  the  Alfembly,  have  lately  done  much : they  fay,  that 
any  attempt  at  prefen t to  refcue  the  King  would  be  abfurd,  for  his  prefect  fitua- 
tion  is  doing  more  for  him  than  force  could  effect,  at  this  moment,  as  the  gene- 
ral feelings  of  the  nation  are  in  his  favour  They  have  no  fcruple  in  declaring, 
that  a well  concerted  vigorous  effort  would  place  him  at  the  head  of  a powerful 
army,  which  could  not  fail  of  being  joined  by  a great,  difgulfed,  and  injured 
body.  I remarked,  that  every  honed  man  mu  ft  hope  no  fieh  event  would  take 
place ; for  if  a counter-revolution  fliould  be  effected,  it  would  e dab!  lift  a def- 
potifm,  much  heavier  than  ever  France  experienced.  This  they  would  not  al- 
low ; on  the  contrary,  they  believed,  that  no  government  could,  in  future,  be 
fecure,  that  did  not  grant  to  the  people  more  exteniive  rights  and  privileges 
than  they  pofieffed  under  the  old  one.  Dine  with  my  brother  traveller,  the 
Count  de  Nicolay;  among  the  company,  as  the  count  had  promifed  me,  was 
Monf.  Decretot,  the  celebrated  manufacturer  of  Louviers,  from  whom  I 


learned  the  magnitude  of  the  diftreffes  at  prelent  in  Normandy.  The  cotton 
mills  which  he  had  fhewn  me,  lad  year,  at  Louviers,  have  ftood  fall  nine 
months  ; and  fo  many  fpinning  jennies  have  been  dedroyed  by  the  people,  under 
the  idea  that  fuch  machines  were  contrary  to  their  intereds,  that  the  trade  is  in 
a deplorable  fituation.  In  the  evening,  accompanied  Monf.  Lazo  wiki  to  the 
Italian  opera,  La  Berhiera  di  Seviglia , by  Paiefello,  which  is  one  of  the  mod 
agreeable  compofitions  of  that  truly  great  mader.  Mandini  and  RarFanelli  ex- 
cellent, and  Baletti  a fweet  voice.  There  is  no  fuch  comic  opera  to  be  feen  in 
Italy,  as  this  of  Paris,  and  the  houfe  is  always  full : this  will  work  .as  great  a 
revolution  in  French  mufic,  as  ever  can  be  wrought  in  French  government. 
What  will  they  think,  by  and  by,  of  Lully  and  Rameau  ? And  what  a triumph 
for  the  manes  of  Jean  Jaques  I 

The  1 2th.  To  the  National  Affembly: — a debate  on  the  conduit  of  the 
chamber  of  vacation  in  the  parliament  of  Rennes,  continued.  Monf.  PAbbe 
Maury,  a zealous  royalid,  made  a long  and  eloquent  fpeech,  which  he  delivered 
with  great  fluency  and  precifion,  and  without  any  notes,  in  defence  of  the  par- 
liament : he  replied  to  what  had  been  urged  by  the  Count  de  Mirabeau,  on  a 

former 


PARIS, 


a§j 

former  day,  and  fpoke  ftrongly  on  his  unjuftifiable  call  on  the  people  of  Bre- 
tagne, to  a ; redoubtable  denombrement . He  faid,  that  it  would  better  become  the 
members  of  fuch  an  aflembly,  to  count  their  own  principles  and  duties,  and 
the  fruits  of  their  attention,  to  the  privileges  of  the  fubject,  than  to  call  for  a 
denombrement , that  would  fill  a province  with  fire  and  bloodfhed.  He  was  in- 
terrupted by  the  noife  and  confufion  of  the  affembly,  and  of  the  audience,  fix 
feveral  times  ; but  it  had  no  effedt  on  him ; he  waited  calmly  till  it  flibflded, 
and  then  proceeded,  as  if  no  interruption  had  been  given.  The  fpeech  was  a 
very  able  one,  and  much  relifhed  by  the  royalifts ; but  the  enrages  condemned  it, 
as  good  for  nothing.  No  other  perfon  fpoke  without  notes;  the  Count  de  Cler- 
mont read  a fpeech  that  had  feme  brilliant  paffages,  but  by  no  means  an  anfwer 
to  I’ Abbe  Maury,  as  indeed  it  would  have  been  wonderful  if  it  were,  being  pre- 
pared before  he  heard  the  Abbe’s  oration.  It  can  hardly  be  conceived  how  flat 
this  mode  of  debate  renders  the  tranfadfions  of  the  AiTembly.  Who  would  be 
in  the  gallery  of  the  Englifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  if  Mr.  Pitt  wxre  to  bring  a 
written  fpeech,  to  be  delivered  on  a fubjedt  on  which  Mr.  Fox  was  to  fpeak 
before  him  ? And  in  proportion  to  its  being  uninterefting  to  the  hearer  is  another 
evil,  that  of  lengthening  their  fittings,  fince  there  are  ten  perfons  who  will  read 
their  opinions,  to  one  that  is  able  to  deliver  an  impromptu . The  want  of  order, 
and  every  kind  of  confufion,  prevails  now  almofl  as  much  as  when  the  Aflembly 
fat  at  Verfailles.  The  interruptions  given  are  frequent  and  long ; and  fpeakers, 
■who  have  no  right  by  the  rules  to  fpeak,  will  attempt  it.  The  Count  de  Mira- 
beau  preffed  to  deliver  his  opinion  after  the  Abbe  Maury ; the  pref  dent  put  it 
to  the  vote,  whether  he  fhould  be  allowed  to  fpeak  afecond  time,  and  the  whole 
houfe  rofe  up  to  negative  it ; fo  that  the  firft  orator  of  the  Aflembly  has  not  the 
influence  even  to  be  heard  to  explain — we  have  no  conception  of  fuch  rules ; and 
yet  their  great  number  muff  make  this  neceflary.  I forgot  to  obferve,  that  there 
is  a gallery  at  each  end  of  the  faloon,  which  is  open  to  all  the  world ; and  fide 
ones  for  admiflion  of  the  friends  of  the  members  by  tickets : the  audience  in  thefe 
galleries  are  very  noify  : they  clap,  when  any  thing  pleafes  them,  and  they  have 
been  known  to  hifs ; an  indecorum  which  is  utterlv  deftrudlive  of  freedom  of 
debate.  I left  the  houfe  before  the  whole  wras  flnifhed,  and  repaired  to  the  Duke 
or  Liancourt’s  apartments  in  the  Thuilleries,  to  dine  wflth  his  cuflomary  party  of 
deputies;  Mefl.  Chapellier  and  Demeufniers  were  there,  who  had  both  been  pre- 
fidents,  and  are  ftill  members  ot  conflderable  diftindtion;  M.  Volney,  the  cele- 
brated traveller,  alfo  wars  prefent;  the  Prince  de  Poix,  the  Count  de  Montmo- 
renci,  &c.  On  our  waiting  for  the  Duke  of  Liancourt,  who  did  not  arrive  till 
half  after  feven,  with  the  greateft  part  of  the  company,  the  converfation  almoft 
entirely  turned  upon  a ftrong  fufpicion  entertained  of  the  Englifh  having  made  a 
remittance  for  the  purpofe  of  embroiling  matters  in  the  kingdom.  The  Count 
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former.  The  moment  feems  big  with  events  ; there  is  an  anxiety,  an  expedi- 
tion, an  uncertainty,  and  fufpenfe  that  is  vifible  in  every  eye  one  meets ; and  even 
the  bed  informed  people,  and  the  lead  liable  to  be  led  away  by  popular  reports, 
are  not  a little  alarmed  at  the  apprehenfion  of  fome  unknown  attempt  that  may 
be  made  to  refcue  the  King,  and  overturn  the  National  Adembly.  Many 
p'erfons  are  of  opinion,  that  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  take  the  King,  Queen, 
and  Dauphin  away,  without  endangering  them,  for  which  attempt  the  Thuil- 
leries  is  particularly  well  fi tuated,  provided  a body  of  troops,  of  fufficient  force, 
were  in  readinefs  to  receive  them.  In  fa ch  a cafe,  there  would  be  a civil  war, 
which,  perhaps,  would  end  in  defpotifm,  whatever  party  came  off  victorious ; 
confequently  fuch  an  attempt,  or  plan,  could  not  originate  in  any  bofom  from 
true  patriotifm.  If  I have  a fair  opportunity  to  pafs  much  of  my  time  in  good 
company  at  Paris,  I have  alfo  no  fmall  trouble  in  turning  over  books,  MSS.  and 
papers,  which  I cannot  fee  in  England  : this  employs  many  hours  a day,  with 
what  I borrow  from  the  night,  in  making  notes.  I have  procured  alfo  fome 
public  records,  the  copying  of  which  demands  time.  He  who  wiffies  to  give 
a good  account  of  fuch  a kingdom  as  France,  mult  be  indefatigable  in  the  fearch 
of  materials  j for  let  him  collect  with  all  the  care  poffible,  yet  when  he 
comes  to  lit  down  coolly  to  the  examination  and  arrangement,  will  find,  that 
much  has  been  put  into  his  hands,  of  no  real  confequence,  and  more,  poiiibly, 
that  is  abfolutely  ufelefs. 

The  1 5th.  To  the  Palais  Royal,  to  view  the  pictures  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans, 
which  I had  tried  once  or  twice  before  to  do  in  vain.  The  collection  is  known 


to  be  very  rich,  in  pieces  of  the  Dutch  and  Flemifh  mailers ; fome  finifficd  with 
all  the  exquiiite  attention  which  that  fchool  gave  to  minute  expreffion.  But  it 
is  a genre  little  interefting,  when  the  works  of  the  great  Italian  artifts  are  at 
hand  : of  thefe  the  collection  is  one  of  the  frit  in  the  world  : Raphael,  Hanibal 
Carracci,  Titian,  Dominichino,  Correggio,  and  Paul  Veronefe.  The  firft  picture 
in  the  collection,  and  one  of  the  fined  that  ever  came  from  the  eafel,  is  that  of 
the  three  Maries,  and  the  dead  Chrift,  by  H.  Carracci  3 the  powers  of  expreffion 
cannot  go  further.  There  is  the  St.  John  of  Raphael,  the  fame  picture  as  thoffe 
of  Florence  and  Bologna ; and  an  inimitable  Virgin  and  Child,  by  the  fame 
great  mafter.  A Venus  bathing,  and  a Magdalen,  by  Titian.  Lucretia,  by 
Andrea  del  Sarto.  Leda,  by  Paul  Veronefe,  and  alfo  by  Tintoretto.-  Mars  and 
Venus,  and  feveral  others,  by  Paul  Veronefe.  The  naked  figure  of  a woman, 
by  Bonieu,  a French  painter,  now  living,  a pleafing  piece.  Some  noble  pictures, 
by  Poufiin  and  Le  Seur.  The  apartments  mud  difappoint  every  one: — -I  did  not 
fee  one  gocd  rccm,  and  all  inferior  to  the  rank  and  immenfe  fortune  of  the  pof- 
feiTcr,  certainly  the  fird  fubjeCt  in  Europe.  Dineat  the  Duke  of  Liancourt’s i 
among  the  company  was  Monf.  de  Bougainville,  the  celebrated  circumnavitor, 
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agreeable  as  well  as  fenfible  ; the  Count  de  Cafiellane,  and  the  Count  de  Mont- 
morenci,  two  young  legiflators,  as  enrages  as  if  their  names  were  only  Bernave 
or  Rabeau.  In  fome  allulions  to  the  confiitution  of  England,  I found  they 
hold  it  very  cheap,  in  regard  to  political  liberty.  The  ideas  of  the  moment, 
relative  to  plots  and  confpiracies,  were  difcuffed,  but  they  feemed  very  generally 
to  agree,  that,  however  the  confiitution  might,  by  fuch  means,  be  delayed,  it 
was  now  abfolutely  impoffible  to  prevent  its  taking  place.  At  night  to  the 
national  circus,  as  it  is  called,  at  the  Palais  Royal,  a building  in  the  gardens,  or 
area  of  that  palace,  the  moil  whimfical  and  expen  live  folly  that  is  eafily  to  be 
imagined : it  is  a large  ball  room,  funk  half  its  height  under  ground ; and,  as 
if  this  circumftance  were  not  fufficiently  adapted  to  make  it  damp  enough,  a 
garden  is  planted  on  the  roof,  and  a river  is  made  to  flow  around  it,  which, 
with  the  addition  of  fome  fpirting  jets  d’eau , have  undoubtedly  made  it  a delicious 
place,  for  a winter’s  entertainment.  The  expence  of  this  gew-gaw  building, 
the  projedl  of  fome  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans’  friends,  I fuppofe,  and  executed  at 
his  expence,  would  have  efiablifhed  an  Englifh  farm,  with  all  its  principles, 
buildings,  live  ftock,  tools,  and  crops,  on  a fcale  that  would  have  done  honour 
to  the  firft  fovereign  of  Europe  for  it  would  have  converted  five  thoufand  ar- 
pents  of  defert  into  a garden.  As  to  the  refult  of  the  mode  that  has  been  pur- 
ified,- of  in  veiling  fuch  a capital,  I know  no  epithet  equal  to  its  merits.  It  is 
meant  to  be  a concert,  ball,  coffee,  and  billiard  room,  with  fhops,  &c.  defigned 
to  be  fomething  in  the  ftyle  of  the  amufernents  of  our  Pantheon.  There  were 
muiic  and  ringing  to  night,  hut  the  room  being  aimofi  empty,  it  was,  on  the 
whole,  equally  cold  and  fombre. 

The  1 6th.  The  idea  of  plots  and  confpiracies  has  come  to  fuch  a height  as 
greatly  to  alarm  the  leaders  of  the  revolution.  The  difguft  that  fpreads  every 
day  at  their  tramadlions,  arifes  more  from  the  King’s  iituation  than  from  any 
other  circumftance.  They  cannot,  after  the  fcenes  that  have  pafled,  venture  to 
fet  him  at  liberty  before  the  conftitution  is  finifhed  : and  they  dread,  at  the  fame 
time,  a change  working  in  his  favour  in  the  minds  of  the  people  : in  this  dilem- 
ma, a plan  is  laid  for  perfuading  his  Majefty  to  go  fuddenly  to  the  National 
Afiembly,  and,  in  a fpeech,  to  declare  himfelf  perfectly  fatisfied  with  their 
proceedings,  and  to  confider  himfelf  as  at  the  head  of  the  revolution,  in  terms  fo 
couched  as  to  take  away  all  idea  or  pretence  of  his  being  in  a Rate  of  confine- 
ment or  coercion.  This  is  at  prefent  a favourite  plan  ; the  only  difficulty  will 
be,  to  perfuade  the  King  to  take  a fiep  that  will  apparently  preclude  him  from 
whatever  turn  or  advantage  the  general  feeling  of  the  provinces  may  work  in  his 
favour ; for,  after  fiich  a meaffire,  he  will  have  reafon  to  expect  that  his  friends 
will  fecond  the  views  of  the  democratical  party,  from  an  abfolute  defpair  of  any 
other  principles  becoming  efficient.  It  is  thought  probable,  that  this  fcheme 
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will  be  brought  about ; and  fhould  it  be  accomplished,  it  will  do  more  to  eafe  their 
apprehenfions  of  any  attempts  than  any  other  plan.  I have  been  among  the  book- 
fellers,  with  a catalogue  in  hand  to  collect  publications,  which,  unfortunately  for 
mypurfe,  I find  I mull  have  on  various  topics,  that  concern  the  prefent  Rate  of 
France. — Thefe  are  now  every  day  fo  numerous,  efpecially  on  the  fubjedts  of  com- 
merce, colonies,  finances,  taxation,  deficit , &c.  not  to  fpeak  of  the  fubjedt  immedi- 
ately of  the  revolution  itfelf,  that  it  demands  many  hours  every  day  to  leifen  the 
number  to  be  bought,  by  reading  pen  in  hand.  The  collection  the  Duke  of 
Liancourt  has  made  from  the  very  commencement  of  the  revolution,  at  the  frit 
meeting  of  the  notables,  is  prodigious,  and  has  coif  many  hundred  loiiis  d’or. 
It  is  uncommonly  complete,  and  will  hereafter  be  of  the  greatefl  value,  to  con- 
fa  It  on  abundance  of  curious  questions. 


The  iyth.  The  plan  I mentioned  yefterday,  that  was  propofed  to  the  King, 
was  urged  in  vain:  his  Majefty  received  the  proportion  in  fuch  a manner  as  does 
not  leave  any  great  hope  of  the  fcheme  being  executed  ; but  the  Marquis  La 
Fayette  is  fo  ftrenuous  for  its  being  brought  about,  that  it  will  not  yet  be  aban- 
doned; but  propofed  again  at  a more  favourable  moment.  The  royalifts,  who 
know  of  this  plan  (for  the  public  have  it  not),  are  delighted  at  the  chance  of 
its  failing.  The  refufal  is  attributed  to  the  Queen.  Another  circumflance, 
which  gives  great  difquiet  at  prefent  to  the  leaders  of  the  revolution,  is  the 
account  daily  received  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  of  the  diflrefs,  and  even 
flarving  condition  of  manufacturers,  artifts,  and  failors,  which  grows  more  and 
more  ferious,  and  muff  make  the  idea  of  an  attempt  to  overturn  the  revolution 
fo  much  the  more  alarming  and  dangerous.  The  only  branch  of  induftry  in 
the  kingdom,  that  remains  flourilhing,  is  the  trade  to  the  fugar-colonies ; and 
the  fcheme  of  emancipating  the  negroes,  or  at  lead  of  putting  an  end  to  im- 
porting them,  which  they  borrowed  from  England,  has  thrown  Nantes,  Havre, 
Marfeilles,  Bourdeaux,  and  all  other  places  connected  fecondarily  with  that 
commerce,  into  the  utmoft  agitation.  The  Count  de  Mirabeau  fays  publicly, 
that  he  is  fure  of  carrying  the  vote  to  put  an  end  to  negro  ilavery- — it  is  very 
much  the  conversation  at  prefent,  and  principally  amongft  the  leaders,  who  fay, 
that  as  the  revoluion  was  founded  on  philofophy,  and  fupported  by  metaphyfics, 
fuch  a plan  cannot  hut  be  congenial.  But  lurely  trade  depends  on  practice  much 
more  than  on  theory ; and  the  planters  and  merchants,  who  come  to  Paris  to 
oppole  the  fcheme,  are  better  prepared  to  fhew  the  importance  of  their  com- 
merce, than  to  reafon  philofophically  on  the  demerits  of  ilavery.  Many  publi- 
cations have  appeared  on  the  fubjeci — fome  defer  ving  attention. 

The  1 8th.  At  the  Duke  of  Liancourt s dinner,  to-day.  meet  the  Marquis  de 
Cafaux,  the  author  of  the  mechanifm  of  focieties ; notwithftanding  all  the 
warmth,  and  even  fire  o i argument,  and  vivacity  of  manner  and  compofition  for 
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which  his  writings  are  remarkable,  he  is  perfectly  mild  and  placid  in  con-verfation, 
with  little  of  that  effervefcence  one  would  look  for  from  his  hooks.  There  was 
a remarkable  afiertion  made  to-day,  at  table,  by  the  Count  de  Marguerite,  before 
near  thirty  deputies ; fpeaking  of  the  determination  on  the  Toulon  bufinefs,  he 
laid,  it  was  openly  fupported  by  deputies,  under  the  avowal  that  more  infurrec- 
tions  were  necefiary.  I looked  round  the  table,  expecting  fome  deeifive  anfwer 
to  be  given  to  this,  and  was  amazed  to  find  that  no  one  replied  a word.  Monf. 
Volney,  the  traveller,  after  a paufe  of  fome  moments,  declared,  that  he  thought 
the  people  of  Toulon  had  aCted  right,  and  were  jufidfiable  in  what  they  had 
done.  The  hiftory  of  this  Toulon  bufinefs  is  known  to  all  the  world.  This 
Count  de  Marguerite  has  a tete  dure  and  a heady  conduct — it  may  be  believed 
that  he  is  not  an  enrage . At  dinner,  M.  Blin,  deputy  from  Nantes,  mentioning 
the  conduCt  of  the  revolution  club  at  the  Jacobins , faid,  we  have  given  you  a 
good  prefident ; and  then  afked  the  count  why  he  did  not  come  among  them  ? 
He  anfwered,  Je  me  trouve  heureux  en  verite  de  n avoir  jamais  ete  dl aucune  fociete 
politique  par ticuliere ; je  penfe  que  mes  fonctions  font  publiaues,  et  qu  elks  peuvent 
aifement  fe  remplir  fans  af  ociations  particulieres.  He  got  no  reply  here. — . 
At  night,  Monf.  Decretot,  and  Monf.  Blin,  carried  me  to  the  revolution  club  at 
the  Jacobins ; the  room  where  they  alienable,  is  that  in  which  the  famous 
league  was  figned,  as  it  has  been  obferved  above.  There  were  above  one 
hundred  deputies  prefent,  with  a prefident  in  the  chair ; I -was  handed  to  him, 
and  announced  as  the  author  of  the  Aritbmetique  Politique ; the  prefident  hand- 
ing up,  repeated  my  name  to  the  company,  and  demanded  if  there  were  any 
objections — —None  ; and  this  is  all  the  ceremony,  not  merely  of  an  introduc- 
tion, but  an  election : for  I was  told,  that  now  I was  empowered  to  be  preient  when 
I pleafed,  being  a foreigner.  Ten  or  a dozen  other  elections  were  made.  In  thi? 
club,  the  bufinefs  that  is  to  be  brought  into  the  National  Afiembly  is  regularly 
debated ; the  motions  are  read,  that  are  intended  to  be  made  there,  and  rejected  or 
corrected  and  approved.  When  thefe  have  been  fully  agreed  to,  the  whole  party 
are  engaged  to  fupport  them.  Plans  of  conduCt  are  there  determined;  proper 
perfens  nominated  for  being  of  committees,  and  prefidents  of  the  Afiembly 
named.  And  I may  add,  that  inch  is  the  majority  of  numbers,  that  whatever 
pafles  in  this  club,  is  almoffc  fure  to  pafs  in  the  Afiembly.  In  the  evening  at  the 
Duchefs  d’Anville’s,  in  whofe  houfe  I never  failed  of  fpending  my  time  agreeably. 

One  of  the  moft  amufing  circumftances  of  travelling  into  other  countries, 
is  the  opportunity  of  remarking  the  difference  of  cuftoms  amongft  different 
nations  in  the  common  occurrences  of  life.  In  the  art  of  living,  the  French 
have  generally  been  efteemed  by  the  refi:  of  Europe,  to  have  made  the 
greatefi:  proficiency,  and  their  manners  have  been  accordingly  more  imitated, 
and  their  cufloms  more  adopted  than  thofe  of  any  other  nation.  Of  their 
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cookery,  there  is  but  one  opinion ; for  every  man  in  Europe,  that  can  afford 
a great  table,  either  keeps  a French  cook,  or  one  inftrudted  in  the  fame  manner. 
That  it  is  far  beyond  our  own,  I have  no  doubt  in  afferting.  We  have  about 
half  a dozen  real  Englilh  dhhes,  that  exceed  any  thing,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  met 
with  in  France;  by  Englilh  difhes  I mean,  a turbot  and  lobfter  fauce — ham 
and  chicken — turtle — a haunch  of  venifon — a turkey  and  oyffers — and  after 
thefe  there  is  an  end  of  an  Englilh  table.  It  is  an  idle  prejudice,  to  clafs  roalt 
beef  among  them ; for  there  is  not  better  beef  in  the  world  than  at  Paris. 
Large  handfome  pieces  were  almolt  conftantly  on  the  conliderable  tables  I have 
dined  at.  The  variety  given  by  their  cooks,  to  the  fame  thing,  is  altonilhing  ; 
they  drefs  an  hundred  dilhes  in  an  hundred  different  ways,  and  mod:  of  them 
excellent ; and  all  forts  of  vegetables  have  a favourinefs  and  flavour,  from  rich 
fauces,  that  are  abfolutely  wanted  to  our  greens  boiled  in  water.  This  variety 
is  not  ftriking,  in  the  comparifon  of  a great  table  in  France  with  another  in 
England  ; but  it  is  manifeft,  in  an  inftant,  between  the  tables  of  a French  and 
Englilh  family  of  fmall  fortune.  The  Englilh  dinner,  of  a joint  of  meat  and  a 
pudding,  as  it  is  called,  or  pot  luck , with  a neighbour,  is  bad  luck  in  England; 
the  fame  fortune  in  France  gives,  by  means  of  cookery  only,  at  lead;  four  dilhes 
to  one  among  us,  and  fpreads  a fmall  table  incomparably  better.  A regular  def- 
fert  with  us  is  expected,  at  a conliderable  table  only,  or  at  a moderate  one,  when 
a formal  entertainment  is  given ; in  France  it  is  as  edential  to  the  fmalled:  dinner 
as  to  the  larged: ; if  it  condft  of  a bunch  of  dried  grapes  only,  or  an  apple,  it 
will  be  as  regularly  ferved  as  the  foup.  I have  met  with  perfons  in  England, 
who  imagine  the  fobriety  of  a French  table  carried  to  fuch  a length,  that  one 
or  two  glades  of  wine  are  all  that  a man  can  get  at  dinner : this  is  an  error : 
your  fervant  mixes  the  wine  and  water  in  what  proportion  you  pleafe ; and  large 
bowls  of  clean  glades  are  fet  before  the  matter  of  the  houfe,  and  feme  friends  of 
the  family,  at  different  parts  of  the  table,  for  ferving  the  richer  and  rarer  forts  of 
wines,  which  are  drunk  in  this  manner  freely  enough.  The  whole  nation  are 
ferupuloudy  neat  in  refudng  to  drink  out  of  glades  ufed  by  other  people.  At 
the  houfe  of  a carpenter  or  blackfmith,  a tumbler  is  fet  to  every  cover.  This 
refelts  from  the  common  beverage  being  wine  and  water ; but  if  at  a large  table, 
as  in  England,  there  were  porter,  beer,  cyder,  and  perry,  it  would  be  impof- 
lible  for  three  or  four  tumblers  or  goblets  to  hand  by  every  plate ; and  equally 
fo  for  the  fervants  to  keen  fuch  a number  fenarate  and  diftinct.  In  table-linen, 
they  are,  I think,  cleaner  and  wifer  than  the  Englifh  : that  the  change  may  be 
incefTant,  it  is  every  where  coarfe.  The  idea  of  dining  without  a napkin  feems 
ridiculous  to  a Frenchman,  but  in  England  we  dine  at  the  tables  of  people  of 
tolerable  fortune,  without  them.  A journeyman  carpenter  in  France  has  his 
napkin  as  regularly  as  his  fork  ; and  at  an  inn,  the  fille  always  lays  a.  clean  one 
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to  every  cover  that  is  fpread  in  the  kitchen,  for  the  loweft  order  of  pedeftrian 
travellers.  The  expence  of  linen  in  England  is  enormous,  from  its  finenefs  ; 
furely  a great  change  of  that  which  i3  coarfe,  would  be  much  more  ra- 
tional. In  point  of  eleanlinefs,  I think  the  merit  of  the  two  nations  is  divided  j 
the  French  are  cleaner  in  their  perfons,  and  the  Englifh  in  their  houfes ; I fpeak 
of  the  mafs  of  the  people,  and  not  of  individuals  of  conftderable  fortune.  A bidet 
in  France  is  as  univerfally  in  every  apartment,  as  a bafon  to  wafh  your  hands, 
which  is  a trait  of  perfonal  eleanlinefs  I wifh  more  common  in  England ; on 
the  other  hand  their  neceftary  houfes  are  temples  of  abomination  $ and  the  prac- 
tice of  fpitting  about  a room,  which  is  amongft  the  higheft  as  well  as  the  loweft: 
ranks,  is  deteftable;  I have  feen  a gentleman  fpit  fo  near  the  cloaths  of  a duchefs, 
that  I have  ftared  at  his  unconcern.  In  every  thing  that  concerns  the  Rabies, 
the  Englifh  far  exceed  the  French  ; horfes,  grooms,  harnefs,  and  change  of 
equipage  j in  the  provinces  you  fee  cabriolets  of  the  laft  century  ; an  Eng- 
lishman, however  fmall  his  fortune  may  be,  will  not  be  feen  in  a carriage 
of  the  fafhion  of  forty  years  pad: ; if  he  cannot  have  another,  he  will  walk  on 
foot.  It  is  not  true  that  there  are  no  complete  equipages  at  Paris,  I have  feen 
many;  the  carriage,  horfes,  harnefs,  and  attendance,  without  fault  or  ble- 
mifh; — but  the  number  is  certainly  very  much  inferior  to  what  are  feen  at 
London.  Englifh  horfes,  grooms,  and  carriages,  have  been  of  late  years 
largely  imported.  In  all  the  articles  of  fitting  up  and  furnifhing  houfes,  in- 
cluding thofe  of  all  ranks  in  the  efHmate,  the  Englifh  have  made  advances  far 
beyond  their  neighbours.  Mahogany  is  fcarce  in  France,  but  the  ufe  of  it  is 
profufe  in  England.  Some  of  the  hotels  in  Paris  are  immenfe  in  fize,  from  a cir- 
cumftance  which  would  give  me  a good  opinion  of  the  people,  if  nothing  elfe 
did,  which  is  the  great  mixture  of  families.  When  the  eldeft  fon  marries,  he 
brings  his  wife  home  to  the  houfe  of  his  father,  where  there  is  an  apartment 
provided  for  them ; and  if  a daughter  do  not  wed  an  eldeft  fon,  her  hufband 
is  alfo  received  into  the  family,  in  the  fame  way,  which  makes  a joyous  number, 
at  every  table.  This  cannot  altogether  be  attributed  to  (Economical  motives, 
though  they  certainly  influence  in  many  cafes,  becaufe  it  is  found  in  families 
poffefling  the  firff  properties  in  the  kingdom.  It  does  with  French  manners  and 
cufloms,  but  in  England  it  is  fare  to  fail,  and  equally  fo  amongft  ail  ranks  of 
people:  may  we  not  conjecture,  with  a great  probability  of  truth,  that  the  na- 
tion in  which  it  fucceeds  is  therefore  better  tempered  ? Nothing  but  good 
humour  can  render  fuch  a jumble  of  families  agreeable,  or  even  tolerable.  In 
drefs  they  have  given  the  ton  to  all  Europe  for  more  than  a century ; but  this 
is  not  among  any  but  the  higheft  rank  an  object  of  fuch  expence  as  in  England, 
where  the  mafs  of  mankind  wear  much  better  things  (to  ufe  the  language  of 
common  converfation)  than  in  France  ; this  Itruck  me  more  amongft  ladies 
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who,  on  an  average  of  all  ranks,  do  not  drefs  at  one  half  of  the  expence  of 
Englifh  women.  Volatility  and  changeablenefs  are  attributed  to  the  French 
as  national  charadterifticks, — but  in  the  cafe  of  drefs  with  the  grofteft  exagge- 
ration. Fafhions  change  with  ten  times  more  rapidity  in  England,  in  form, 
colour,  and  aiTemblage ; the  vicifiltudes  of  every  part  of  drefs  are  phantaftic  with 
us:  I fee  little  of  this  in  France  ; and  to  inftance  the  mode  of  dreffing  the  gen- 
tlemen’s hair,  while  it  has  been  varied  five  times  at  London,  it  has  remained  the 
fame  at  Paris.  Nothing  contributes  more  to  make  them  a happy  people,  than 
the  chearful  pliancy  of  difpofition  with  which  they  adapt  themfelves  to  the 
circumftances  of  life : this  they  pofiefs  much  more  than  the  high  and  volatile  fpirits 
which  have  been  attributed  to  them ; one  excellent  confequence  is,  a greater  ex- 
emption from  the  extravagance  of  living  beyond  their  fortunes,  than  is  met  with 
in  England.  In  the  highefb  ranks  of  life,  there  are  infiances  in  all  countries ; but 
where  one  gentleman  of  fmall  property,  in  the  provinces  of  France,  runs  out  his 
fortune,  there  are  ten  fuch  in  England  that  do  it.  In  the  blended  idea  I had 
formed  of  the  French  character  from  reading,  I am  difappointed  as  to  three  cir- 
cumfiances,  which  I expedted  to  find  predominant.  On  comparifon  with  the 
Englfih,  I looked  for  great  talkativenefs,  volatile  fpirits,  and  univerfal  polite  - 
nefs.  I think,  on  the  contrary,  that  they  are  not  fo  talkative  as  the  Englifh; 
have  not  equally  good  fpirits,  and  are  not  a jot  more  polite:  nor  do  I fpeak  of 
certain  claiTesof  people,  but  of  the  general  mafs.  I think  them,  however,  in- 
comparably better  tempered ; and  I propofe  it  as  a queftion,  whether  good 
temper  be  not  more  reafonably  expected  under  an  arbitrary,  than  under  a free 
government  ? 

The  19th.  My  laft  day- in  Paris,  and,  therefore,  employed  in  waiting  on  my 
friends,  to  take  leave;  amongft  whom,  the  Duke  de  Liancourt  holds  the  firfi 
place ; a nobleman,  to  whofe  uninterrupted,  polite,  and  friendly  offices  I owe 
the  agreeable  and  happy  hours  which  I have  pafied  at  Paris,  and  whofe  kind- 
ixefs  continued  fo  much,  to  the  laft,  as  to  require  a promife,  that  if  I fhould 
return  to  France,  his  houfe,  either  in  town  or  country,  fhould  be  my  home.  I 
fhall  not  omit  obferving,  that  his  condudt  in  the  revolution  has  been  diredt  and 
manly  from  the  very  beginning ; his  rank,  family,  fortune,  and  fituation  at 
court,  all  united  to  make  him  one  of  the  firfi  fubjedts  in  the  kingdom ; and 
upon  the  public  affairs  being  fufficiently  embroiled,  to  make  aflemblies  of  the 
nobility  neceflary,  his  determined  refolution  to  render  himfelf  mafter  of  the  great 
queftions  which  were  then  in  debate,  was  feconded  by  that  attention  and  applica- 
tion which  were  requifite  in  a period,  when  none  but  men  of  bufinefs  could  be 
of  importance  in  the  ftate.  From  the  firfi  afiembling  of  the  States  General,  he 
refolved  to  take  the  party  of  freedom;  and  would  have  joined  the  tiers  at  firfi, 
if  the  orders  of  his  confiituents  had  not  prevented  it ; he  defired  them,  however, 
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either  to  confent  to  that  ftep  or  to  eledt  another  reprefentative ; and,  at  the  fame 
time,  with  equal  liberality,  he  declared,  that  if  ever  the  duty  he  owed  his  coun- 
try became  incompatible  with  his  office  at  court,  he  would  refign  it ; an  adt 
that  was  not  only  unneceffary,  but  would  have  been  abfurd,  after  the  King 
himfelf  had  become  a party  in  the  revolution.  By  efpoufing  the  popular  caufe, 
he  acted  conformably  to  the  principles  of  all  his  anceflors,  who  in  the  civil  wars 
and  confulions  of  the  preceding  centuries,  uniformly  oppofed  the  arbitary  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court.  The  decifive  fteps  which  this  nobleman  took  at  Ver- 
failles,  inadvifing  the  King,  &c.  &c.  are  known  to  all  the  world.  He  is,  un- 
doubtedly, to  be  efteemed  one  of  thofe  who  have  had  a principal  ffiare  in  the 
revolution,  but  he  has  been  invariably  guided  by  conflitutional  motives  ; for  it 
is  certain,  that  he  has  been  as  much  averfe  from  unneceffarv  violence  and  fan- 
guinary  meafures,  as  thofe  who  were  the  mod:  attached  to  the  ancient  govern- 
ment. With  my  excellent  friend  Lazowfki,  I fpent  my  lad:  evening  ; he  endea- 
vouring to  perfuade  me  to  refide  upon  a farm  in  France,  and  I enticing  him  to 
quit  French  budde  for  Englifh  tranquility. 

The  20th — 25th.  By  the  diligence  to  London,  where  I arrived  the  25th; 
though  in  the  moil  commodious  feat,  yet  langulihing  for  a horfe,  which,  after 
all,  affords  the  bed:  means  of  travelling.  Paffing  from  the  firf \ company  of  Paris 
to  the  rabble  which  one  fometimes  meets  in  diligences  is  contrad:  fufficient,*— 
but  the  idea  of  returning  to  England,  to  my  family,  and  friends,  made  all  things 
appear  fmooth. 272  miles. 

The  30th.  To  Bradfield  ; and  here  terminate,  I hope,  my  travels.  After 
having  furveyed  the  agriculture  and  political  refources  of  England  and  Ireland, 
to  do  the  fame  with  France,  was  certainly  a great  objedt,  the  importance  of 
which  animated  me  to  the  attempt : and  howTever  pleafing  it  may  be  to  hope  for 
the  ability  of  giving  a better  account  of  the  agriculture  of  France  than  has  ever 
been  laid  before  the  public,  yet  the  greaied:  fatisfadtion  I feel,  at  prefent,  is  the 
profpedt  of  remaining,  for  the  future,  on  a farm,  in  that  calm  and  undifturbed 
retirement,  which  is  fuitable  to  my  fortune,  and  which,  I trad:,  will  be  agree- 
ble  to  my  difpodtion.— 72  miles. 
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CHAP.  I. 


Of  the  Extent  of  France . 

TH  E circumftances  which  are  moil:  apt  to  command  the  attention  of  man- 
kind, for  giving  importance  to  a country,  are  really  valuable  no  farther 
than  as  they  contribute  to  the  eafe  and  profperity  of  the  inhabitants.  Thus  the 
extent  of  a kingdom  is  of  no  other  confequence  than  affording  nouriihment  for  a 
people  too  numerous  to  be  reafonably  apprehenfive  of  foreign  conqueft.  When 
a territory  is  much  more  confiderable  than  for  this  purpofe,  it  tends  to  infpire 
ambitious  projects  in  the  minds  of  the  men  that  govern,  which  have  proved, 
perhaps,  more  difaftrous  than  the  deficiency  of  power  that  endangers  the  na- 
tional defence.  France,  under  Lewis  XIV.  was  a remarkable  inftance  of  this  fad:. 
The  fituation  to  which  the  ambition  of  that  prince  had  reduced  her  immenfe  terri- 
tory, was  hardly  preferable  to  that  of  Holland,  in  1672,  whofe  misfortunes  flowed 
from  the  fame  origin.  Of  the  two  extremes,  France  has  undoubtedly  more  to  ap- 
prehend from  the  ambition  of  her  own  rulers,  than  from  that  of  any  neighbour. 
Authorities  vary  confiderably  in  defcribing  the  extent  of  this  fine  kingdom.  The 
Marechal  de  Vauban  makes  it  30,000  leagues,  or  140,940,000  arpents ; Voltaire 
1 30,000,000  arpents. — The  accuracy  of  round  numbers  is  always  to  be  doubted. 
Templeman  gives  it  an  extent  of  1 38,8  37  fquare  geographic  miles,  of  fixty  to  a 
degree ; a meafurement,  which  renders  his  tables  abfolutely  ufelefs  for  any 
purpofe,  but  that  of  comparing  one  country  with  another,  a degree  being  fixty- 
nine  miles  and  an  half,  which  makes  it  1 1 9,220,874-fJN  acres. — Paudon  reduces 
his  meafure  to  French  arpents,  and  makes  the  number  107,690,000.  The  En- 
cyclopaedia, article  France,  afiigns  100,000,000  of  arpents  as  the  contents } and 
obferves,  that,  by  Cafiini’s  maps,  the  amount  is  1 25,000,000.  A late  author* 
calculates  it  at  105,000,000:  and  another  at  135,600,000.  None  of  thefe  ac- 
counts feem  fufficiently  accurate  for  the  purpofe  of  giving  a correct  idea.  The 
authority  on  which  I am  inclined  molt  to  rely  is  that  of  M.  Necker  J,  who 

* L’Impot  Abonne.  4to.  1789,  t Apologle  fur  1’edick  de  Nantes.  £ Oeuvres.  4to.  p.  326. 

calculates 


EXTENT. 


*9$ 

calculates  it  (without  Corfica)  at  26,951  leagues  fquare,  of  2282I  toifes  ; this, 
I find,  amounts  to  156,024,213  arpents  of  Paris,  or  131,722,295  Englifh  acres. 
Paudton,  by  covering  his  map  with  fhot  to  every  indenture  of  outline,  with  the 
greateft  care,found  the  kingdom  to  contain  103, 021, 8 40  arpents, each  of  1 00  perch, 
at  22  feet  the  perch,  or  1 3444  toifes  fquare  to  the  arpent ; inftead  of  which  the  arpent 
of  Paris  contains  but  900  toifes : — this  meafurement  makes  8 1,687,016  Englifh 
acres  *. — Notwithstanding  the  credit  ufually  given  to  this  writer  for  his  accu- 
racy, I muft  here  rejedt  his  authority  in  favour  of  that  of  M.  Necker.  Paudton’s 
calculation,  which  gives  81,687,016  Englifh  acres  to  France,  afiigns  by  the 
fame  rule  to  England  24,476,31 5+;  yet  Templeman’s  Purvey,  at  60  miles  to  a 
degree,  and  therefore  confefiedly  below  the  truth,  makes  it  3 1,648,000,  which, 
at  69I  to  a degree,  are  42,463,2644-d-;  a greater  difference  than  is  found  between 
them  in  eftimating  the  furface  of  France,  which,  by  Paudton,  is  made 
8 1 ,687,0 1 6 Englifh  acres,  with  a general  admiffion  of  about  a million  more ; and 
byTempleman,  88,855,680;  or  at  69!,  is  1 19, 220, 874-14.4-. 

It  is  in  vain  to  attempt  reconciling  thefe  contrary  accounts.  I Shall  therefore 
adopt,  with  the  author  of  the  Credit  Nationals  J , the  estimation  of  M.  Necker, 
which  fuppofes  1 56,024, 1 1 3 arpents  of  Paris,  or  1 3 1 ,722,295  Englifh  acres. 

For  a commparifon  of  the  French  and  Englifh  dominions,  I muft  for  the  latter 
adopt  Temp leman’s  meafurement,  who  gives  to 

England,  49,450  fquare  miles.  France,  1 38,837  fquare  miles> 

Scotland,  27,794 

Ireland,  27,457 


104,701  i 

Calculated  at  60  to  a degree;  but  at  69 \ thefe  numbers  become. 


England, 

Scotland, 

Ireland, 

&q.  miles. 

66,348 

37,292 

36,840 

Acres. 

- 42,463,264 
23,867,016 

- 23>577>63° 

France, 

Sq.  miles.  -£cres. 

l86,282  - 119,220,874 

140,480 

89,907,910 

Hence  itappears,  that  France,  accordingto  thefe  proportions,  contains  29,3 12,964 
acres  more  than  the  three  Britifli  kingdoms ; and  it  is  to  be  noted,  that  as  the 
extent  of  France  is  taken  from  the  more  modern  and  corredt  authorities,  whence 
M.  Necker  deduced  his  meafurement  at  131,722,295  Englifh  acres, „ which  is 


* I have  made  this  reduction,  by  valuing,  with  Pauelon,  the  French  arpent  at  i,occo,  and  the 
Englifh  0,7929. 

f That  is  30,869,360  arpents  royale,  of  22  feet  to  the  perch. 

X Monf.  Jorre.  Svo.  1789.  He  calculates  on  27,000  leagues,  at  2282  toifes,  5786  arpents  of 
Paris  in  a league;  or  in  France  156,225,720  arpents.  P.  95. 
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confequently  much  more  exadt  than  that  of  Templeman ; fo  it  is  equally  fair  to 
fuppofe,  that  the  latter  is  as  much  below  the  fa£l  in  the  contents  of  our  Hands, 
as  he  was  in  thofe  of  F ranee.  Corrected  by  this  rule,  the  areas  will  be 

England*,  46,915,933  -f- acres.  France,  131,722,295  acres. 

Scotland,  26,369,695 

Ireland,  26,049,961 

99  >335>589 

Thefe  numbers,  I am  upon  the  whole  inclined  to  believe,  are  as  near  to  the  truth 
as  may  reafonably  be  expected  from  calculations,  when  the  data  are  not  abfo- 


iutely  correct. 


CHAP.  II. 

Of  the  Solly  and  Face  of  the  Country . 

THE  modern  French  geographers,  in  a branch  of  that  fcience,  to  which  they 
have  properly  given  the  epithet  phyfcaly  have  divided  the  kingdom  into 
what  they  call  bafins3  that  is  to  fay,  into  feveral  great  plains,  through  which 
flow  the  principal  rivers,  and  which  are  formed  of  feveral  ridges  of  mountains, 
either  original y as  they  term  it,  of  granite,  or  fecondary  of  calcareous  and  other 
materials.  Of  thefe  bajjins  the  chief  are,  1 . Of  the  Loire  and  all  the  the  rivers  that 
fall  into  it.  2.  Of  the  Seine  and  its  branches.  3.  Of  the  Garonne.  4.  Of  the 
.Rhone  and  Soane.  There  are  likewife  home  fmaller  ones,  but  of  much  lefs  ac- 
count. The  reader  who  wifhes  to  confult  the  detail  of  thefe,  may  turn  to  the 
Journal  Fhyfque3  tom.  30.  for  a memoir  by  M.  la  Metherie. 

In  refpedt  to  the  geoponic  divifion  of  the  foils  of  the  kingdom,  the  rich  cal- 
careous plain  of  the  north-eaftern  quarter  firft  calls  for  our  attention.  I croffed 
this  in  feveral  directions,  and  from  the  obfervations  I made,  the  following  are 
the  limits  I would  afflgn  to  it.  On  the  coaff  it  may  be  faid  to  extend  from 
Dunkirk  to  Carentan  in  Normandy,  for  the  northern  promontory  of  that  pro- 
vince, which  projects  into  the  fea  at  Cherbourg,  &c.  is  of  a different  foil.  In 
M.  laMetherie’s  map  is  marked  a ridge  of  granite  mountains  in  this  promon- 
tory j I fhouid  remark,  that  I faw  nothing  in  that  country  which  deferves  the 

* It  may  be  remarked,  that  Dr.  Grew  calculated  the  real  contents  of  England  and  Wales  at 
46,080,000  acres.  Pbilofophical  Tranfa8ions%  N0.330;  p.266.  Which  feems  a confirmation  that  we 
are  not  far  from  the  truth. 

t Equal  to  73'3°6  fquare  miles. 
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name  of  a mountain,  arty  more  than  at  Alenfon  ; merely  hills,  and  thofe  not 
confiderable  ones.  I may  terminate  the  rich  track  at  Carentan,  as  thence  to 
Coutances  the  land  is  chiefly  poor  and  ftoney,  and  holds,  with  many  variations, 
quite  to  Breft.  In  the  line  a little  to  the  S.  of  the  coaft,  before  Caen,  is  feen 
the  firft  confiderable  change  of  foil  from  Calais  ; it  there  becomes  a red  fione 
brajh  ; this  rich  tract  is  here,  therefore,  narrow.  On  re-entering  Normandy  on 
the  fide  of  Alen^on,  from  Anjou  and  Maine,  I frit  met  with  the  rich  loams  on 
a calcareous  bottom  at  Beaumont ; at  Alenyon  there  is  a noble  foil,  which  I 
then  loft  no  more  in  advancing  northwards.  In  another  line  I entered  this  rich 
diftridfc  about  ten  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Tours.  The  hills  on  the  Loire,  though 
all  calcareous  than  I noticed,  are  not  all  rich,  though  on  fome  the  foil  is  deep 
and  good.  Diredtly  to  the  fouth  of  Orleans  begins  the  miferahle  Sologne, 
which,  though  on  a calcareous  bottom  of  marl,  is  too  poor  to  be  included  in 
the  prefen t diftridt.  From  Orleans  to  Paris,  and  alio  Fontainbleau,  no  ex- 
ceptions are  to  be  made,  but  in  the  fmall  fpace  of  poor  fand  fione  in  the  royal 
forefl  of  the  latter  town.  In  a fourth  direction  this  diftridt  is  entered,  but  not 
fo  decifively  as  in  the  preceding  cafes,  a few  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Nemours. 
At  Croifiere  the  firft  chalk  is  vifible  to  the  traveller.  Advancing  to  the  N.  E. 
very  good  land  is  found  near  Nangis,  and  then  bearing  N.  I entered  the  fertile 
plain  of  Brie.  Some  of  the  vales  through  which  the  Marne  flows  are  rich,  and 
what  I faw  calcareous  ; but  the  hills  are  poor.  The  plain  of  Rheims  may  be 
claffed  in  the  prefent  diftridt,  but  at  SoifTons  and  thence  due  N.  all  is  excellent. 
Thefe  limits  inclofe  one  of  the  fined:  territories  that  I fuppofe  is  to  he  found  in 
Europe.  From  Dunkirk  to  Nemours  is  not  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  eighty 
miles  in  a right  line.  From  SoifTons  to  Carentan  is  another  right  line  of  about 
two  hundred  miles.  From  Eu,  on  the  Norman  coaft,  to  Chartres  is  one  hundred 
miles;  and  though  the  breadth  of  this  rich  diftridt  at  Caen,  Bayeux,  &c.  is  not 
confiderable,  yet  the  whole  will  be  found  to  contain  not  a trifling  proportion  of 
the  whole  kingdom.  This  noble  territory  includes  the  deep,  level,  and  fertile 
plain  of  Flanders,  and  part  of  Artois,  than  which  a richer  foil  can  hardly  be  de- 
fired  to  repay  the  induftry  of  mankind;  two,  three,  and  even  four  feet  deep  of 
moifl  and  putrid,  but  friable  and  mellow  loam,  more  inclining  to  clay  than  fand, 
on  a calcareous  bottom,  and  from  its  marine  origin  (for  there  can  be  little  doubt 
but  that  the  whole  plain  of  Flanders  and  Holland  has  been  covered  by  the  lea, 
long  fince  our  globe  has  taken  its  prefent  appearance),  abounding  with  particles 
that  add  to  the  common  fertility,  refulting  from  fuch  compounds  found  in  other 
fituations.  The  putridity  of  the  humus  in  Flanders  and  its  pofition,  being  a 
dead  level,  are  the  principal  circumflances  that  diflinguifh  it  from  the  better 
foils  of  the  reft  of  this  fertile  part  of  Europe.  Every  ftep  of  the  way  from  the 
very  gate  of  Paris  to  near  SoifTons,  and  thence  to  Cambray,  with  but  little  va- 
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nation  of  fome  inferior  hills  of  fmall  extent,  is  a fandy  loam  of  an  admirable 
texture,  and  commonly  of  conli derable  depth.  About  Meaux  it  is  to  be  ranked 
among  the  fined:  in  the  world ; they  call  it  bleaunemeau  ; it  tends  much  towards 
an  impalpable  powder,  which  betrays  few  figns  of  fand,  even  when,  to  the  eye, 
it  has  the  appearance  of  a fandy  loam.  It  is  of  an  admirable  texture  and  friabi- 
lity. Monf.  Gibert  informed  me,  that  it  is  of  the  depth  of  eighteen  feet  where 
his  well  is  digged,  and  under  itadratum  of  white  marl,  found  under  the  whole 
country,  at  different  depths.  This  marl  has  the  appearance  of  a confolidated 
pade.  The  line  through  Picardy  is  inferior,  yet,  for  the  mod  part,  excellent. 
But  all  the  arable  part  of  Normandy,  which  is  within  thefe  limits,  is  of  the 
fame  rich  friable  fandy  loam,  to  a great  depth ; that  from  Bernay  to  Elbceuf  can 
fcarcely  be  exceeded;  four  to  live  feet  deep  of  a reddifh  brown  loam  on  a chalk 
bottom,  and  without  a done.  As  to  the  padures  of  the  fame  province,  we  have, 
I believe,  nothing  either  in  England  or  Ireland  equal  to  them ; I hold  the  vale 
of  Limerick  to  be  inferior.  The  famous  Pays  de  Beauce,  which  I eroded  between 
Arpajon  and  Orleans,  reiembles  the  vales  of  Meaux  and  Senlis;  it  is  not,  how- 
ever, in  general,  fo  deep  as  the  former.  The  limits  I have  traced  are  thofe  of 
great  fertility ; but  the  calcareous  didriT,  and  even  of  chalk,  is  much  more 
extenfive.  To  the  E.  it  reaches  acrofs  Champagne  ; a drong  change,  not  hav- 
ing occurred  to  me  till  about  St.  Menehould.  From  Metz  to  Nancy  all  is 
calcareous,  but  not  chalk.  Lime-done  land  I found  plentifully  in  the  fouthern 
parts  of  Alface;  and  from  Befort  acrofs  Franche  Compte  to  Dole,  all  the  dones 
I tried,  and  many  from  quarries,  were  calcareous.  Immenfe  didricts  in  Dau- 
phine  and  Provence,  &c.  &c.  are  the  fame;  I fhall  therefore  only  obferve,  that 
I remarked  the  chalk  country  to  extend  E.  to  about  St.  Menehould,  and  S.  to 
Nemours  and  Montargis*  in  one  line.  In  another,  that  all  of  the  Angoumois 
which  I faw  is  the  fame;  much  in  Poitou,  and  through  Touraine  to  the  Loire. 
Had  I penetrated  more  to  the  W.  I fhould  probably  have  found  the  chalk  of 
Angoumois,  and  that  of  the  Loire  to  be  connected  uninterruptedly.  Mod  of 
the  courfe  of  the  Loire  is,  I believe,  chalk,  and  the  whole  of  it  calcareous. 
Hence  it  appears,  that  the  chalk  country  of  France  is  of  very  confiderable  ex- 
tent ; not  lefs  than  two  hundred  miles  E.  and  W.  and  about  as  much,  but 
more  irregularly,  N.  and  S.  and  comprifes,  by  far,  the  riched  and  mod  fertile 
provinces  of  the  kingdom. 

The  next  confiderable  didridr,  for  fertility,  is  that  which  I may  call,  without 
impropriety,  the  plain  of  the  Garonne.  Faffing  to  the  S.  from  Limofin,  it  is 
entered  about  Creiffenfac,  with  the  province  of  Quercy,  and  improves  all  the 
way  to  Montauhan  and  Touloufe,  where  it  is  one  of  the  fined  levels  of  fertile 

* i believe  much  further : and  there  is  the  more  reafon  to  think  fo,  becaufe  Mr.  TownChend  found, 
that  in  another  road  it  reached  to  Auxere,  where  he  lod  it.  'journey  through  Spain , vol.  J.  p.  46. 
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foil  that  can  any  where  be  feen.  It  continues,  but  not  equally  fruitful,  to  the  foot 
of  the  Pyrenees,  by  St.  Gaudents,  &c.  very  even  to  the  eye,  when  viewed  from 
the  promenade  at  Montauban,  which  commands  one  of  the  Fichefl,  as  well  as 
magnificent  profpeCis,  to  be  met  with  in  France.  This  plain  I found,  however, 
to  be  much  indented  and  irregular  ; for  to  the  W.  of  Auch,  and  all  beyond  it 
to  Bayonne,  is  too  inferior  to  be  admitted;  and  to  the  E.  Mirepoix,  Pamiers,  and 
Carcafibnne  are  among  the  hills,  and  all  the  way  from  Agen  to  Bourdeaux, 
though  the  river  flows  through  one  of  the  richeil  vallies  that  is  to  be  feen  in 
the  world,  yet  the  breadth  appeared  to  be  every  where  inconiiderable.  Through 
all  this  plain,  wherever  the  foil  is  found  excellent,  it  confiils  ufuaily  of  a deep 
mellow  friable  fandy  loam,  with  moifture  fufficient  for  the  production  of  any 
thing ; much  of  it  is  calcareous.  White  lime-ilone  and  whi,te  chalky  loams  are 
found  about  Cahors,  &c.  and  white  loams  more  tenacious,  near  Montauban. 

4 

At  Tonance,  on  the  Garonne,  they  are  red,  and  apparently  $s  good  at  ten  feet 
deep  as  on  the  furface. 

In  travelling  from  Narbonne  to  Beziers,  Pezenas,  Montpellier,  and  Nimes,  every 
one  I converfed  with  reprefented  that  vale  as  the  molt  fruitful  in  France.  Olives 
and  mulberries,  as  well  as  vines,  render  it  very  productive ; but  in  point  of  foil 
(the  only  circumilance  I confider  at  prefent),  much  the  greater  part  of  it  is  in- 
ferior to  all  I have  named.  The  Bas  Poitou,  as  I was  informed  by  a perfon  who 
reiides  in  it,  is  of  a fertility  that  deferves  to  be  clafied  with  the  richeil  foils  of 
France,  extending  18  leagues  by  12,  or  216  fquare  leagues,  which,  at  5,786  ar- 
pents  per  league,  are  249,776  arpents.  100,000  arpents  of  rich  marfhes  have 
been  drained  there *.  Being  alfo  informed  at  Nantes,  that  there  was  a very 
rich  track  to  the  S . of  the  Loire,  in  the  quarter  of  Bourgneuf  and  Macheoul,  I have 
extended  the  region  of  good  land  to  that  river,  as  feen  in  the  annexed  map. 

The  narrow  plain  of  Aiface,  the  whole  fertile  part  of  which  hardly  exceeds 
the  furface  of  1000  fquare  miles,  muil  be  clafied  among  the  richeil  foils  of 
France.  It  refembles  Flanders  a good  deal,  though  inferior  to  that  fine  province. 
It  confiils  of  a deep  rich  fandy  loam,  both  moiil  and  friable,  equal  to  the  large 
produTion  of  all  forts  of  crops.  A more  celebrated  diilrict  is  the  Limagne  of 
Auvergne,  a flat,  and  chiefly  a calcareous  vale,  furrounded  by  great  ranges  of 
volcanic  mountains.  It  is  certainly  one  of  the  fineil  foils  in  the  world.  It  com- 
mences at  Riom;  the  plain  there  is  of  a beautiful  dead  level  of  white  calca- 
reous loam,  the  whole  furface  of  which  is  a real  marl,  but  fo  mixed  with  bumus 
as  to  be  of  prime  fertility.  The  French  naturaliils,  that  have  examined  it,  afiert 
the  depth  to  be  twen ty  feet  of  beds  of  earth,  formed  of  the  ruins  of  what  they 
ftyle  the  primative  (granite)  and  volcanized  mountains.  At  Iflfoire,  Dr.  Bres 
fhewing  me  his  farm,  in  an  inferior  part  of  the  Limagne  (for  the  befl  of  it 

* Des  Canaux  de  Navig.  Par  M.  de  la  Lande,  p.  39 T* 
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reaches  no  farther  than  from  Riom  to  Vaires,  which  is  fcarcely  more  than 
twenty  miles),  made  me  obferve,  that  the  river  had,  in  all  probability,  formed 
the  whole  plain,  as  it  was  adding  rapidly  to  his  land,  and  had  given  him  a depth 
very  perceptible  in  a few  years,  having  buried  the  gravelly  fhingle  of  its  bed, 
by  depofiting  a rich  furface  of  fandy  mud.  The  vale  here,  on  the  banks,  is  fe- 
ven  or  eight  feet  deep  of  rich  brown  fandy  loam.  On  the  contrary,  there  are 
philofophers  who  contend  for  the  whole  having  been  a lake.  The  mountains 
that  furround  this  vale  are  various.  The  white  argilaceous  ftone,  in  the  hills 
between  Riom  and  Clermont,  is  calcareous.  The  volcanic  mountains  are  found 
to  be  better  than  the  others,  except  in  the  cafe  of  tufa  or  cinders,  which  are  fo 
burnt  as  to  be  good  for  nothing.  The  calcareous  and  clayey  ones  good,  and  the 
bafaltes  decompofed  and  become  clay  excellent.  Their  bafe  is  commonly  gra- 
nite. The  calcareous  fandy  Irenes,  and  the  argilaceous  calcareous  earths  are 
heaped  on  them  by  the  adtion  of  volcanoes,  according  to  the  theory  of  the 
French  philofophers.  The  fertility  that  refults  from  the  volcanic  origin  of  moun- 
tains, has  been  often  remarked,  and  efpecialiy  in  the  cafe  of  Etna ; the  fame  fadt 
appeared  in  many  tracts  of  country  as  I palTed  from  Le  Puy  to  Montelimart, 
where  many  confiderable  mountains  are  covered  with  beautiful  chefnuts,  and 
various  articles  of  cultivation,  which  in  diftridts  not  volcanic  are  wafte,  or  in  a 
great  meafure  ufelefs. 

I have  now  noticed  all  the  diftridts  of  France,  which,  to  my  knowledge,  are 
of  any  remarkable  fertility  : they  amount,  as  it  will  be  fhown  more  particularly 
in  another  place,  to  above  28  millions  of  Englifh  acres. 

Of  the  other  provinces,  Bretagne  is  generally  gravel,  or  gravelly  fand,  com- 
monly deep,  and  on  a gravelly  bottom,  of  an  inferior  and  barren  nature,  but  in 
many  places  on  fand  ftone  rock.  I tried  various  fpecimens,.  but  found  none 
calcareous  ; and  having  feen  a fhip  at  Morlaix  unloading  lime- ftone  from  Nor- 
mandy, I may  conclude,  that  the  fact  does  not  contradict  the  concluf  on  which 
I drew  from  the  eye.  All  that  I faw  in  the  two  provinces  of  Anjou  and  Maine 
are  gravel,  fand,  or  ftone — generally  a loamy  fand  or  gravel ; fome  imperfect 
Ichiftus  on  a bottom  of  rock ; and  much  that  would  in  the  weft  of  England  be 
called  a ftone-braflo , and  that  would  do  excellently  well  for  turnips  : they  have 
the  friability,  but  want  the  putrid  moifiure  and  fertile  particles*  of  the  better 
loams.  Immenfe  tracks,  in  both  thefe  provinces,  are  wafte,  under  ling,  fern, 
furze.  Sec.  but  the  foil  of  thefe  does  not  vary  from  the  cultivated  parts,  and, 
with  cultivation,  would  be  equally  good.  Touraine  is  better ; it  contains  fome 
confiderable  diftridts,  especially  to  the  fouth  of  the  Loire,  where  you  find 
good  mixed  fandy  and  gravelly  loams  on  a calcareous  bottom  j confiderabld 
tracks  in  the  northern  part  of  the  province  are  no  better  than  Anjou  and  Maine/ 
and,  like  them,  it  is  not  without  its  heaths  and  waftes.  Sologne  is  one  of  the 
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pooreA  and  mod;  unimproved  provinces  of  the  kingdom,  and  one  of  the  mod: 
lingular  countries  I have  feen.  It  is  flat,  conflfting  of  a poor  fand  or  gravel, 
every  where  on  a clay  or  marl  bottom,  retentive  of  water  to  fuch  a degree, 
that  every  ditch  and  hold  was  full  of  it : the  improvement  of  l'uch  a country  is 
fo  obvioufly  effected  on  the  eafled  principles,  that  it  is  a fatire  on  the  French 
government,  and  on  the  individuals  who  are  owners  or  occupiers  of  eAates  in 
this  province,  to  fee  it  remain  in  fuch  a miferable  condition.  Berry  is  much 
better,  though  both  fandy  and  gravelly ; but  good  loams,  and  fome  deep,  are 
not  wanted  in  fome  difiridts,  as  that  of  Chateauroux,  on  quarries,  and  near 
Yatan  on  calcareous  ones.  La  Marche  and  Limofln  con  A A of  friable  fandy 
loams  ; fome  on  granite,  and  others  on  a calcarous  bottom.  There  are  tra0ss 
in  thefe  provinces  that  are  very  fertile ; and  I faw  none  that  fhould  be  eAeemed 
Aeril.  Of  the  granite  they  didinguifh  two  forts  ; one  hard,  and  full  of  mica- 
ceous particles ; the  grain  rather  coarfe,  with  but  little  quartz,  hardening  in 
the  air  in  mafles,  but  becoming  a powder  when  reduced  to  fmail  pieces  — this 
is  ufed  for  building.  The  other  fort  is  in  horizontal  Arata,  mixed  with  great 
quantities  of  fpar,  ufed  chiefly  for  mending  roads,  which  it  does  in  the  moA  in- 
comparable manner.  I was  allured  at  Limoges,  that,  on  the  hard  granite, 
there  grow  neither  wheat,  vines,  nor  chefnuts  5 but  upon  the  other  kind, 
thofe  plants  thrive  well : I remarked,  that  this  granite  and  chefnuts  appeared 
together  on  entering  Limofln f and  that,  in  the  road  to  Touloufe,  there  is 
about  a league  of  hard  granite  without  that  tree.  The  rule,  however,  is  not 
general  5 for  fo  near  as  to  the  S.  of  Souilac,  chefnuts  are  on  a calcareous  foil.— 
Poitou  confiAs  of  two  divifions,  the  upper  and  the  lower  j the  laA  of  which  has 
the  reputation  of  being  a much  richer  country,  efpecially  the  grafs  lands  on  the 
coaft.  The  foil  of  the  upper  diviflon  is  generally  a thin  loam,  on  an  imperfedt 
quarry  bottom — a fort  of  ftone-brafh ; in  fome  tradts  calcareous : it  muft  be 
eAeemed  a poor  foil,  though  admirably  adapted  to  various  articles  of  cultivation. 
I have  already  obferved,  that  all  I faw  of  Angoumois  is  chalk,  and  much  of  it 
thin  and  poor.  Thofe  parts  of  Guienne  and  Gafcoign,  not  included  in  the  rich 
vale  of  the  Garonne,  of  which  I have  already  fpoken,  mu  A be  considered  in 
refpedt  of  foil  as  poor.  The  landes  (heaths  of  Bourdeaux,  though  neither 
unproductive,  nor  unimproveable,  are  in  their  preient  Aate  to  be  claiTed  amongA 
the  worA  foils  of  France.  I have  been  affured,  that  they  contain  200  leagues 
fquare ; and  the  roots  of  the  Pyrenees  are  covered  with  immenfe  waftes,  which 
demand  much  induftry  to  render  profitable.  Rouffiilon  is  in  general  calcareous  • 
much  of  it  flat  and  and  very  Aoney,  as  well  as  dry  arid  barren  : but  the  irrigated 
vales  are  of  a moA  exuberant  fertility.  The  vaA  province  of  Languedoc,  in 
productions  one  of  the  richeA  of  the  kingdom,  does  not  rank  high  in  the  fcale 
of  foil : it  is  by  far  too  Aoney:- — I take  feven-eighths  of  it  to  be  mountainous. 
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I travelled  near  four  hundred  miles  in  it,  without  feeing  any  thing  that  deferred 
the  name  of  an  extenfive  plain,  that  of  the  Garonne,  already  mentioned  (part  of 
which  extends  within  the  limits  of  Languedoc),  alone  excepted.  The  produc- 
tive vale,  from  Narbonne  to  Nimes,  i§  generally  but  a few  miles  in  breadth; 
and  confiderable  wafces  are  feen  in  moft  parts  of  it.  Many  of  the  moun- 
tains are  productive,  from  irrigation,  as  I have  obferved  too  in  the  volca- 
nic  territory  of  the  Vivarais.  Some  parts  of  the  vale  are  however  very  rich ; 
and  indeed  there  are  few  liner  foils  in  France  than  what  I law  near  the  canal, 
in  going  from  Beziers  to  CarcafTonne,  A rich  mellow  loam,  tenacious,  and 
yet  friable  ; in  fome  hates  the  particles  adhere  into  clods ; in  others  they  recede 
and  melt  with  friability.  Provence  and  Dauphine  are  mountainous  countries, 
with  the  variation  of  fome  lovely  plains  and  vallies,  which  bear  a very  incon- 
fiderable  proportion  to  the  whole.  Of  thefe  two  provinces,  the  former  is  cer- 
tainly the  drieB,  in  point  of  foil,  in  the  kingdom.  Rock  and  quarry-land,  with 
fandy  gravels,  abound  there;  and  the  courfe  of  the  Durance,  which  in  fome' 
countries  would  be  a fine  vale,  is  fo  ruined  by  fand  and  mingle,  that,  in  a mo- 
derate calculation,  above  130,000  acres  have  been  deftroyed,  which  would  have 
been  the  finch  foil  in  the  country,  if  it  had  not  been  for  that  river.  All  I faw  in 
both  the  provinces  is  calcareous ; and  I was  informed,  that  the  greater  part  of 
the  mountains  of  Province  are  fo.  Thefe,  towards  Barcelonette,  and  in  all  the 
higher  parts  of  the  province,  are  covered  with  good  grafs,  that  feeds  a million  of 
emigrating  Bleep,  belides  vah  herds  of  cattle.  With  fuch  a foil,  and  in  fuch  a 
climate,  a country  muh  not  be  thought  unproductive  becaufe  mountainous. — 
The  vales  which  I faw  are  in  general  fine  : that  of  the  Rhrone  at  Loriol,  in 
Dauphine,  is  rich, — an  admirable  fandy  clay,  five  or  fix  feet  deep,  on  a bed  of  blue 
marl,  with  many  Bones  in  it.  But  more  to  the  S.  from  Montelimart  to  Orange, 
this  great  river  paffes  through  foils  much  inferior.  The  north  plain  of  this  pro- 
vince, as  we  go  from  Savoy  to  Lyons,  confifts  much  of  a good  deep  red  loam,  on 
a gravel  bottom.  The  county  of  Venaifin,  or  diBriCt  of  Avignon,  is  one  of 
the  richeft  in  the  kingdom.  Its  admirable  irrigation,  is,  of  itfelf,  fufficient  to 
make  it  appear  fo;  but  I found  the  foil  to  confifl  of  rich  deep  loam,  with  white 
and  calcareous  clays.  The  whole  coaB  of  Provence  is  a poor  Bony  foil,  with 
exceptions  of  very  finall  ipaces  under  happier  circumBances.  About  Aix,  the 
land  is  all  calcareous,  even  the  clays  that  are  red  and  ferruginous.  This  province, 
however,  contains  one  of  the  mod:  fingular  diftricls  in  the  kingdom,  namely, 
that  of  the  Crau,  which  is  a Bony  plain  to  the  S.  E.  of  Arles,  not  containing 
lets  than  350  fquare  miles,  or  224,000  acres.  It  is  abfolutely  covered  with 
round  Bones  of  all  fizes,  fome  of  which  are  as  large  as  a man’s  head.  The  foil 
under  them  is  not  a fand,  hut  appears  to  be  a kind  of  cemented  rubble  of  frag- 
ments of  Bone,  with  a final!  mixture  of  loam.  The  naturaliB  who  has  described 
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this  province,  fays,  they  are  of  a calcareous  nature,  with  neither  the  grain  nor 
texture  of  flint ; in  fome  quartzofe  molecules  predominate — and  others  are 
metallic*.  Vegetation  is  extremely  thin,  as  I fhall  mention  more  particularly 
when  I treat  of  the  pafturage  of  fheep  in  France. 

The  Lyonois  is  mountainous,  and  what  I faw  of  it  is  poor,  ftony,  and  rough, 
with  much  wafte  land.  In  palling  from  Lyons  to  Moulins,  it  is,  nearRoanne, 
on  the  limits  of  the  province,  before  the  gravelly  plain  of  the  Loire  commences, 
the  fame  which  M.  La  Metherie  calls  the  calcareous  plain  of  MontbrifTon. 

Auvergne,  though  chiefly  mountainous,  is  not  a poor  province ; the  foil,  for  a 
hilly  country,  is  in  general  above  mediocrity,  and  the  highefl  mountains  feed 
vail  herds  of  cattle,  which  are  exported  £0  a confiderable  amount.  Beiide  a variety 
of  volcanic  foils,  Auvergne  is  covered  with  granite  and  gravelly  and  fandy  loams. 

The  Bourbonnois  and  Nevernois,  form  one  vaft  plain,  through  which  the 
Loire  and  the  Allier  pafs;  the  predominant  foil,  in  much  the  greater  part,  is 
gravel ; I believe  commonly  on  a calcareous  bottom,  but  at  confiderable  depths  ; 
Some  tracks  are  fandy,  which  are  better  than  the  gravels ; and  others  are  very 
good  friable  fandy  loams.  The  whole,  in  its  prefent  cultivation,  muff  be 
reckoned  amongft  the  mofc  unproductive  provinces  of  the  kingdom,  but  capable 
of  as  great  improvement,  by  a different  management,  as  any  diftrid:  in  France. 

Burgundy  is  exceedingly  diverfihed,  as  I found  in  crofting  it  from  Franche 
Compte  to  the  Bourbonnois  by  Dijon,  I faw  the  heft  of  it;  that  line  is  through 
fandy  and  gravelly  loams;  fome  good  vales,  fome  mountains,  and  fome  poor 
granite  foils.  The  fubdivition  of  the  province,  called  Breffe,  is  a miferable 
country,  where  the  ponds  alone,  moftly  on  a white  clay  or  a marl,  amount,  as  it 
is  averted  by  an  inhabitant^,  to  fixty-fix  fquare  leagues  of  2000  toifes,  not 
much  lefs  than  250,000  acres.  This  is  credible  from  the  appearance  of  them  in 
the  map  of  Cafiini. 

Franche  Compte  abounds  with  red  ferruginous  loams,  fchiftus,  gravel,  with 
lime-flone  in  the  mountains  very  common;  and  I fhould  remark,  that  all  the 
ftones  I tried,  fome  of  which  wrere  from  quarries  between  Befort  to  Dole,  ef- 
fervefced  with  acids.  From  Befan^on  to  Orechamps  the  country  is  rocky,  quite 


to  the  furface  much  lime-flone;  a reddifli  brown  loam  on  rock;  with  iron 
forges  all  over  the  country.  The  whole  province  is  very  improveahle. 

Loraine  is  poor  in  foil;  from  St.  Menehould  to  the  borders  of  A! face  I faw 
fcarcely  any  other  than  irony  foils,  of  various  denominations  ; moil  of  them 
would  in  England  be  called ftone-brafhy  or  the  broken  and  triturated  furface  of 
imperfect  quarries,  mixed  by  time,  fore  ft,  and  cultivation,  with  fome  loam  and 
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vegetable  mould — much  is  calcareous.  There  are  indeed  diftridls  of  rich,  and 
even  deep  friable  landy  loams;  but  the  quantity  is  not  conliderable  enough  to 
deferve  attention  in  a general  view.  I have  already  remarked,  that  the  predo-; 
minant  feature  of  Champagne  is  chalk ; in  great  tracks  it  is  thin  and  poor;  the 
fouthern  part,  as  from  Chalons  to  Troyes,  &c.  has,  from  its  poverty,  acquired 
the  name  of  pouilleux,  or  loufy.  The  appropriating  of  fuch  land  to  fainfoin  is 
little  known  there. 

I have  now  made  the  tour  of  all  the  French  provinces,  and  fihall  in  general 
obferve,  that  I think  the  kingdom  is  fuperior  to  England  in  the  circumftance 
of  foil.  The  proportion  of  poor  land  in  England,  to  the  total  of  the  kingdom, 
is  greater  than  the  fimilar  proportion  in  France ; nor  have  they  any  where  fuch 
tracks  of  wretched  blowing  fand  as  are  to  be  met  with  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk. 
Their  heaths,  moors,  and  waftes  not  mountainous,  what  they  term  lands,  and 
which  are  fo  frequent  in  Bretagne,  Anjou,  Maine,  and  Guienne,  are  infinitely 
better  than  our  northern  moors ; and  the  mountains  of  Scotland  and  Wales 
cannot  be  compared,  in  point  of  foil,  with  thofe  of  the  Pyrenees,  Auvergne, 
Dauphine,  Provence,  and  Languedoc.  Another  advantage  almofl  ineftimable 
is,  that  their  tenacious  loams  do  not  take  the  character  of  clays,  which  in 
fome  parts  of  England  are  fo  ftubhorn  and  harih,  that  the  expence  of  culture 
is  almoit  equal  to  a moderate  produce.  Such  clays  as  I have  feen  in  Suffex,  I 
never  met  with  in  France.  The  fmallnefs  of  the  quantity  of  rank  clay  in  that 
kingdom  is  indeed  furprifing. 


Face  of  the  Country. 

THE  chief  dhtindtion  that  marks  the  faces  of  different  countries,  is  that  of 
being  mountainous  or  level.  In  the  language,  as  well  as  the  ideas  common 
in  France,  mountains  arefpokenof,  to  which  we  ihould  give  no  other  appel- 
lation than  that  of  hills  : the  tracks  really  mountainous  in  that  kingdom  are 
to  be  found  in  the  S.  only.  It  is  four  hundred  miles  S.  of  Calais  before 
you  meet  with  the  mountains  of  Auvergne,  which  are  united  with  thofe  of  Lan- 
guedoc, Dauphine,  and  Provence,  but  not  with  the  Pyrenees,  for  I eroded  the 
whole  S.  of  France,  from  the  Rhone  to  the  ocean,  either  by  plains  or  ranges  of 
in  conliderable  hills.  The  mountains  of  Voge,  in  Loraine,  deferve,  perhaps, 
that  name,  but  yet  are  not  to  be  ranked  with  the  fuperior  elevations  I have  no- 
ticed. The  inequalities  of  all  the  red:  of  the  kingdom  are  fufficient  to  render 
the  profiteers  interefting,  and  to  give  variety  to  the  face  of  the  country,  but  they 
deferve  not  to  be  called  mountains.  Some  of  the  hilly  and  mountainous  tracks 
of  France  receive  a very  confiderahle  beauty  from  the  rich  and  luxuriant  verdure 
of  chefnuts.  To  thofe  who  have  not  viewed  them,  it  is  not  eafy  to  believe  how 
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much  they  add  to  the  beauty  of  the  Limofin,  the  Vivarais,  Auvergne*  and 
other  diftridls  where'  they  are  common.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Pyrenees 
are  more  ftriking  than  all  the  other  mountains  of  France;  I have  defcribed  them 
fo  particularly  in  the  Journal,  that  I would  only  obferve  in  general  here,  that 
their  verdure,  their  woods,  their  rocks,  and  their  torrents  have  all  the  charac- 
ters of  the  fublime  and  beautiful.  I faw  nothing  among  the  Alps  that  offered 
fuch  pleafing  fcenes  as  thofe  of  the  northern  parts  of  Dauphine ; which,  how- 
ever, are  lefs  varied  than  thofe  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Chambery  fo  abounding 
in  landfcapes.  According  to  every  account,  the  courfe  of  the  Ifer  is  a fcene  of 
perpetual  beauty.  The  Vivarais,  and  part  of  Velay,  are  moil  romantic. 

Of  the  great  rivers  of  France  I prefer  the  Seine,  which  is  every  where  an 
agreeable  objedh  I fhould  fuppofe  the  reputation  of  the  Loire  mull  have  ori- 
ginated from  perfons  who  either  had  never  feen  it  at  all,  or  only  below  Angers, 
where  in  truth  it  merits  every  eloge.  From  that  city  to  Nantes  it  is,  probably, 
one  of  the  fined:  rivers  in  the  world,  the  breadth  of  the  ftream,  the  iflands  of 
woods,  the  boldnefs,  culture,  and  richnefs  of  the  coaft,  all  confpire,  with  the 
animation  derived  from  the  dwelling  canvafs  of  adtive  commerce,  to  render  that 
line  eminently  beautiful ; but  for  the  reft  of  its  immenfe  courfe,  it  exhibits  a 
ftream  of  fand  ; it  rolls  fhingle  through  vales  inftead  of  water,  and  is  an  uglier 
object  than  I could  pofiibly  have  conceived,  unlefs  I had  actually  feen  it.  The 
Garonne  receives  more  beauty  from  the  country  through  which  it  flows  than 
it  confers  upon  it ; the  flat  banks,  fringed  with  willows,  are  deftrudtive  of  beauty. 
I am  not  equally  acquainted  with  the  Rhone;  where  I faw  it,  from  Monteli- 
mart  to  Avignon,  and  again  at  Lyons,  it  does  not  intereft  me  like  the  Seine. 
The  courfe  of  the  Soane  is  marked  by  a noble  track  of  meadow's. 

In  regard  to  the  general  beauty  of  a country,  I prefer  Limofin  to  every  other 
province  in  France.  The  banks  of  the  Loire  below  Angers,  and  thofe  of  the 
Seine,  for  two  hunred  miles  from  its  mouth,  fuperior,  undoubtedly,  in  point  of 
rivers,  the  capital  feature  of  the  country ; but  the  beauty  of  the  Limofin  does 
not  depend  on  any  particular  feature,  but  the  refult  of  many.  Hill,  dale,  wood, 
inclofures,  ftreams,  lakes,  and  fcattered  farms,  are  mingled  into  a thoufand  de- 
licious landfcapes,  which  fet  off  every  where  this  province.  Inclofures,  wdiich 
add  fo  much  ornament  to  the  face  of  a country,  would  furnifh  obfervations,  but 
I mufi  treat  of  them  exprefsly  in  a more  important  view. 

Of  the  provinces  of  the  kingdom,  not  already  named,  none  are  of  fuch  Angular 
features  as  to  demand  particular  attention.  The  beauties  of  Normandy  are  to 
be  found  on  the  Seine,  and  thofe  of  Guienne  on  the  Garonne.  Bretagne, 
Maine,  and  Anjou  have  the  appearance  of  deferts ; and  though  fome  parts  of 
Touraine  are  rich  and  pleafing,  yet  moil  of  the  province  is  deficient  in  beauty. 
The  fertile  territories  of  Flanders,  Artois,  and  Alface  are  diftinguilhed  by  their 
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utility.  Picardy  is  uninterefting.  Champagne  in  general,  where  I faw  it,  ugly, 
almoff:  as  much  fo  as  Poitou.  Loraine,  and  Franche  Compte,  and  Bourgogne 
are  fombre  in  the  wooded  diffridts,  and  want  chearfulnefs  in  the  open  ones.  Berry 
and  La  Marche  may  be  ranked  in  the  fame  clafs.  Sologne  merits  its  epithet, 
irijie . There  are  parts  of  the  Angoumois  that  are  gay,  and  confequently 
pleafing. 

It  may  be  ufeful  to  thofe  who  fee  no  more  of  France  than  by  once  paffing  to 
Italy,  to  remark,  that  if  they  would  view  the  fined:  parts  of  the  kingdom,  they 
fhould  land  at  Dieppe  and  follow  the  Seine  to  Paris,  then  take  the  great  road  to 
Moulins,  and  thence  quit  it  for  Auvergne,  and  pafs  to  Viviers,  on  the  Rhone, 
and  fo  by  Aix  to  Italy.  By  fuch  a variation  from  the  frequented  road,  the  tra- 
veller might  fuffer  for  want  of  good  inns,  but  would  be  repaid  by  the  fight  of  a 
much  finer  and  more  fingular  country  than  the  common  road  by  Dijon  offers, 
which  paffes,  in  a great  meafure,  through  the  word:  part  of  France. 


CHAP.  III. 


Of  the  Climate  of  "France. 

F all  the  countries  of  Europe  there  is  not,  perhaps,  one  that  proves  the 
importance  of  climate,  fo  much  as  France.  In  the  natural  advantages  of 
countries,  it  is  as  eflential  as  foil  itfelf ; and  we  can  never  attain  to  an  idea  tolera- 
bly corredt,  of  the  profperity  and  refources  of  a country,  if  we  do  not  know 
how  clearly  to  afcertain  the  natural  advantages  or  diiadvantages  of  different  ter- 
ritories, and  to  difcriminate  them  from  the  adventitious  effects  of  induffry  and 
wealth.  It  fhould  be  a principal  object  with  thole  who  travel  for  the  acquiii- 
tion  of  knowledge,  to  remove  the  vulgar  prejudices  which  are  found  in  all 
countries  among  thofe  who,  not  having  travelled  themfelves,  have  built  their 
information  on  infufficient  authorities. 

France  admits  a diviffc-n  into  three  capital  parts ; i,  of  vines ; 2,  ofmaiz ; 
3,  of  olives — which  plants  will  give  the  three  diffricts  of,  1,  the  northern, 
where  vines  are  not  planted ; 2,  the  central,  in  which  maiz  is  not  planted; 
3,  the  fouth,  in  which  olives,  mulberries,  vines,  and  maiz  are  all  found.  The 
line  of  feparation  between  vines  and  no  vines,  as  I obferved  myfelf,  is  at  Coucy, 
ten  miles  to  the  N.  of  Soiffons ; at  Clermont,  in  the  Beauvoifois  ; at  Beaumont, 
in  Maine;  and  Herbignac,  near  Guerande,  in  Bretagne.  Now  there  is  lome- 
thing  very  remarkable  in  this,  that  if  you  draw  a ftrait  line  on  the  map  from 
Guerande  to  Coucy,  it  paffes  very  near  both  Clermont  and  Beaumont ; the 

former 


former  of  which  is  a little  to  the  north  of  it.  and  the  latter  a little  to  the  fouth* 
There  are  vines  at  Gaillon  and  La  Roche  Guyon,  which  is  a little  to  the  N. 
of  this  line;  there  are  alfo  fome  near  Beauvais,  the  mod:  remote  from  it  which 
I have  feen ; but  even  this  didance  is  inconliderable  ; and  the  melancholy  Ipec- 
tacle  of  the  vintage  of  1787,  which  I faw  there  in  the  midd  of  inceffant  rains,  is 
a proof  that  they  ought  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  this  branch  of  culture : and 
at  Angers  I was  informed,  that  there  are  no  vines,  or  next  to  none,  between 
that  place  and  Laval  and  Mayenne.  Having  made  this  remark  on  the  vme 
climate  of  France,  I wilhed  to  know  how  far  the  fact  held  true  in  Germany ; 
becaufe,  if  the  circumdance  arofe  from  a difference  of  climate,  it  ought,  by 
parity  of  reafon,  to  be  confirmed  by  vines  in  that  country  being  found  much 
farther  north  than  in  France.  This  happens  precifely  to  be  the  cafe ; for  I find* 
by  a late  author,  that  vines  in  Germany  are  found  no  farther  north  than  lat.  52*. 
The  meeting  with  thefe  in  that  latitude  is  a fufficient  proof  of  the  fad;  in 
quedion,  fince  in  France  their  limit  is  at  49 1 . The  line,  therefore,  which  I 
have  drawn  as  the  boundary  of  vines  in  France,  may  be  continued  into  Ger- 
many, and  will  probably  be  found  to  afcertain  the  vine-climate  in  that  country, 
as  well  as  in  France*  The  line  of  reparation  between  maiz  and  no  maiz  is  not 
lefs  lingular;  it  is  firft  feen  on  the  weftern  fide  of  the  kingdom,  in  going  from 
the  Angoumois  and  entering  Poitou,  at  Verae,  near  Ruffec.  In  crofting  Lo- 
raine,  I firft  met  with  it  between  Nancy  and  Luneville.  It  is  deferving  of  at- 
tention, that  if  a line  is  drawn  from  betwen  Nancy  and  Luneville  to  Ruffec, 
that  it  will  run  nearly  parallel  with  the  other  line  that  forms  the  reparation  of 
vines : but  that  line  acrofs  the  kingdom,  is  not  formed  by  maiz  in  fo  unbroken 
a manner,  as  the  other  by  vines ; for  in  the  central  journey,  we  found  it  no 
farther  north  than  Douzenach,  in  the  S.  of  the  Limofin ; a variation,  however, 
that  does  not  affed  the  general  fad*  In  eroding  from  Allace  to  Auvergne,  I 
was  neareft  to  this  line  at  Dijon,  where  is  maiz.  In  eroding  the  Bourbonnois 
to  Paris,  there  is  an  evident  reafon  why  this  plant  Ihould  not  be  found, 
which  is  the  poverty  of  the  foil,  and  the  unimproved  hufbandry  of  all  that 
country,  being  univerfally  under  fallow,-,  and  rye,  which  yields  only  three  or 
four  times  the  feed.  Maiz  demands  richer  land,  or  better  management. — - 
I faw  a few  pieces  fo  far  north  as  near  La  Fleche,  but  they  were  fo  mifer- 
ably  bad,  as  evidently  to  prove  that  the  plant  was  foreign  to  that  climate.  In 
order  to  give  the  reader  a clearer  idea  of  this,  I have  annexed  a map,  explaining, 
at  one  coup  d’  ceil , thefe  zones  or  climates,  which  may  be  drawn  from  the  pro- 
dudions  of  France.- — The  line  of  olives  is  pretty  nearly  in  the  lame  diredion.  In . 
travelling  fouth  from  Lyons,  we  fee  them  firft  at  Montelimart ; and,  in  going 
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from  Beziers  to  the  Pyrenees,  I loft  them  at  CarcafTonne  : now,  the  line  on  the 
map  drawn  from  Montelimart  to  CarcafTonne,  appears  at  once  to  be  nearly  pa- 
rallel with  thofe  of  maiz  and  vines.  Hence  we  may  apparently  determine, 
with  fafety,  that  there  is  a confiderable  difference  between  the  climate  of 
France  in  the  eaftern  and  weftern  parts  : that  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  kingdom  is 
2 f degrees  of  latitude  hotter  than  the  weftern,  or  if  not  hotter,  more  favourable 
to  vegetation.  That  thefe  divifions  are  not  accidental,  but  have  been  the  refult 
of  a great  number  of  experiments,  we  may  conclude  from  thefe  articles  of  cul- 
ture, in  general,  gradually  declining  before  you  quite  lofe  them.  On  quitting 
the  Angoumois,  and  entering  Poitu,  we  find  maiz  dwindling  to  poor  crops, 
before  it  ceafes  to  be  cultivated : and  in  going  from  Nancy  to  Luneville,  I 
noticed  it  in  gardens,  and  then  but  in  fmall  pieces  in  the  fields,  before  it  became 
a confirmed  culture.  I made  the  fame  remark  with  refpecft  to  vines.  It  is  very 
difficult  to  account  for  this  fa£t ; it  feems  probable  that  the  climate  is  better 
when  remote  from  the  fea,  than  near  it,  which  is  contrary  to  numerous  other 
fadts ; and  I have  remarked,  that  vines  thrive  even  in  the  fea  air,  and  almoft 
fully  expofed  to  it,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  of  Bayonne,  and  in  Bretagne.  A 
great  many  repeated  obfervations  muff  be  made,  and  with  more  attention  than  is 
in  the  power  of  a traveller,  before  fuch  a fubjedt,  apparently  very  curious,  can 
be  thoroughly  afcertained.  In  making  fuch  enquiries  as  thefe,  a general  culture 
is  alone  to  be  regarded:  vines  will  grow  in  England  ; I have  maiz  now  on  my 
own  farm — and  I have  feen  it  at  Paris : but  this  is  not  the  queftion  ; for  it  turns 
folely  on  the  climate  being  fo  well  adapted  to  fuch  articles  as  to  enable  the 
farmer  to  make  them  a common  culture. 

Of  the  northern  climate  of  France  I may  remark,  that  though  vines  will 
yield  little  profit  in  it  for  wine,  yet  there  is  a ftrong  diftindtion,  in  refpect  of 
heat,  between  it  and  England,  at  the  fame  time,  that  much  of  it  is,  I believe, 
to  the  full  as  humid  as  the  S.  and  E.  of  England.  The  two  circumflances  to 
be  attended  to  in  this  enquiry  are,  the  quantity  of  fruit  and  the  verdure  and 
richnefs  of  paftures.  In  regard  to  heat,  we  mufl  attend  neither  to  the  thermo- 
meter nor  to  the  latitude,  but  to  the  vegetable  productions.  I travelled  in  the 
fruit  feafon  through  Artois,  Picardy,  Normandy,  Bretagne,  Anjou,  and  Maine, 
and  I found  at  every  town,  I might  properly  fay  at  every  village,  fuch  a plenty 
of  fruit,  particularly  plumbs,  peaches,  late  cherries,  grapes,  and  melons,  as 
never  can  be  feen  in  England  in  the  very  hoteft  fummers.  The  markets  of 
all  the  towns,  even  in  that  poor  and  unimproved  province  of  Bretagne,  are 
fupplied  with  thefe  in  a profusion  of  which  we  have  no  idea.  It  was  with  plea- 
fure  I walked  through  the  market  at  Rennes.  If  a man  were  to  fee  no  other 
in  France,  lighting  there  from  an  Englifh  balloon,  he  would  in  a moment  pro- 
nounce the  climate  to  be  totally  different  from  that  of  Cornwall,  our  moil  fouth- 
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erly  county,  where  myrtles  will  dand  the  winter  abroad ; and  from  that  of 
Kerry,  where  the  arbutus  is  fo  ac-climated,  that  it  feems  indigenous,  though 
probably  brought  from  Spain  by  the  original  inhabitants  of  the  country.  Yet 
in  this  province  of  Bretagne  I faw  no  maiz  nor  mulberries,  and,  except  in  the 
corner  I have  mentioned,  has  no  vineyards.  Paris  is  not  fupplied  with  melons 
from  provinces  to  the  S.  but  from  Harfleur,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Seine. 

For  the  humidity  of  the  climate,  I may  quote  the  beautiful  verdure  of  the 
rich  padures  in  Normandy,  which  are  never  irrigated.  And  I was  a witnefs  to 
three  weeks  of  fuch  rain  at  Liancourt,  four  miles  only  from  Clermont,  as  I 
Have  not  known,  by  many  degrees,  in  England.  To  the  great  rains  in  the  N. 
of  France,  which  render  it  difagreeable,  may  be  added  the  heavy  fnows  and  the 
fevere  frods,  which  are  experienced  there  to  a greater  degree  than  in  the  S.  of 
England.  lam  affured  that  theN.  of  Europe  has  not  known  a long  and  lharp 
frod,  which  has  not  been  much  feverer  at  Paris  than  at  London. 

The  central  divilion  that  admits  vines  without  being  hot  enough  for  maiz, 
I conli der  as  one  of  the  fined:  climates  in  the  world.  Here  are  contained  the 
province  of  Touraine,  which,  above  all  others,  is  mod:  admired  by  the  French  ; 
the  pi&nrefque  province  of  Limofin  ; and  the  mild,  healthy,  and  plealant  plains 
of  the  Bourbonnois ; perhaps  the  mod:  eligible  countries  of  all  France,  of  all 
Europe,  as  far  as  foil  and  climate  are  concerned.  Here  you  are  exempt  from 
the  extreme  humidity  which  gives  verdure  to  Normandy  and  England ; and  yet 
equally  free  from  the  burning  heats  which  turn  verdure  itfelf  into  a rudet  brown 
in  the  S.  ; no  ardent  rays  that  opprefs  you  with  their  fervor  in  fummer  ; nor 
pinching  tedious  frofts  that  chill  wfith  their  feverity  in  winter;  a light,  pure, 
elaftic  air,  admirable  for  every  conditution  except  confumptive  ones.  But  at  the 
fame  time  that  I mud  commend  thefe  central  provinces  of  France,  for  every  cir- 
cumdance  of  atmofphere  that  can  render  a country  agreeable  to  inhabit, 
I mud  guard  the  reader  againd  the  idea  of  their  being  free  from  great  inconve- 
niencies ; they  are  certainly  fubjedt  to  thofe  in  relation  to  agriculture,  which  are 
heavily  felt  by  the  farmer.  They  are  fubjedt,  in  common  with  the  olive  dif- 
tridl,  to  violent  dorms  of  rain,  and  what  is  worfe,  of  hail.  Two  years  ago,  a 
dorm  of  hail  fwept  a track  of  defolation  in  a belt  acrofs  the  whole  kingdom,  to 
the  damage  of  feveral  millions  of  our  money.  Such  extended  ruin  is  not  com- 
mon, for,  if  it  wrere,  the  fined  kingdoms  would  be  laid  wade ; but  no  year  ever 
paffes  without  whole  parilhes  differing  to  a degree  of  which  wre  have  no  con- 
ception, and  on  the  whole  to  the  amount  of  no  inconiiderable  proportion 
of  the  whole  produce  of  the  kingdom.  It  appears,  from  my  friend  Dr.  Sy- 
mond’s  paper  on  the  climate  of  Italy  *,  that  the  mifchief  of  hail  is  dreadful  in 
in  that  country.  I have  heard  it  calculated  in  the  S.  of  France,  that  the  damage 

* Annals  of  Agriculture,  vol,  in,  p.  137- 
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in  feme  provinces  amounted  to  one-tenth  of  the  whole  produce  of  them  on  an 
average.  A few  days  before  my  arrival  at  Barbeiieux,  there  had  fallen,  at  the 
Duke  de  la  Rochefoucauld’s  feat  in  the  Angoumois,  and  fome  neighbouring  pa- 
rishes, a Shower  of  hail  that  did  not  leave  a Single  grape  on  the  vines,  and  cut 
them  fo  Severely,  as  to  preclude  all  hope  of  a crop  the  year  following,  and  al- 
lowed no  well  founded  expectation  of  any  beneficial  produce  even  the  third 
year.  In  another  place,  the  geeSe  were  all  killed  by  the  fame  ftorm  3 and  young 
colts  were  fo  wounded  that  they  died  afterwards.  It  is  even  afferted,  that  men 
have  been  known  to  be  killed  by  hail,  when  unable  to  obtain  any  Shelter. 
This  Storm  destroyed  a copfe  of  the  duke’s,  that  was  of  two  years  growth.  With 
luch  effeCts,  it  muft  be  obvious  to  every  one,  that  all  forts  of  corn  and  pulSe 
muft  be  utterly  destroyed.  At  Pompinian,  between  Montauban  and  Touloufe, 
I was  witnefs  to  fuch  a Showier  of  rain  as  never  fell  in  Britain  3 in  that  rich  vale, 
the  corn,  before  the  Storm,  made  a noble  appearance > but  imagination  can  hardly 
picture  a more  entire  destruction  than  it  poured  over  the  whole 3 the  fined  wheat 
was  not  only  beaten  Slat  to  the  ground,  but  Streams  of  liquid  mud  covered  it  in 
many  places,  in  a manner  that  made  all  expectation  of  recovery  hopelefs.  Thefe 
hafty  and  violent  Showers,  which  are  of  little  confequence  to  a traveller,  or  to  the 
residence  of  a gentleman,  are  dreadful  lcourges  to  the  farmer,  arid  immenfe 
drawbacks  from  the  mafs  of  national  products. 

A circumstance  of  lefs  confequence,  but  not  Undeferving  attention,  is  the 
frofts  which  happen  in  the  Spring.  We  know  in  England  how  injurious  thefe 
are  to  all  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  and  how  much  they  are  fuppofed  to  damage 
even  its  moft  important  produCt.  Towards  the  end  of  May  1787, 1 found  all  the 
walnut  trees  with  leaves  turned  quite  black  by  them,  S.  of  the  Loire  3 and  farther 
to  the  S.  at  Brive,  we  no  fooner  faw  fig  trees,  for  the  ftrft  time,  fcattered  about 
the  vineyards,  than  we  remarked  them  bound  about  with  Straw  to  defend  them 
from  the  frofts  of  June.  Still  more  to  the  S.  about  Cahors,  the  walnut  trees 
were  black  on  the  10th  of  June  by  frofts,  within  a fortnight  3 and  ive  were  in- 
formed of  rye  being  in  fome  years  thus  killed  3 and  that  rarely  there  is  any 
Spring  month  Secure  from  thefe  unfeafonable  attacks.  In  the  N.  E.  quarter 
I found,  in  1789,  the  froft  of  the  preceding  winter  had  made  a fad  havock 
amongft  the  walnut  trees,  moft  of  which  were  killed  in  Alface,  and  the 
dead  trees  made  a ftrange  figure  in  Summer  3 they  were  left  in  expectation  of 
their  (hooting  again,  arid  fome  few  did.  From  Auhin,  in  Burgundy,  to  Bour^ 
bon  Lancey,  the  broom  was  all  killed.  Spririg  frofts  were  alfo  complained  of 
as  much  as  on  the  other  fide  of  the  kingdom.  About  Dijon  they  laid  that  they 
have  them  often  late,  and  they  damage  or  deftroy  every  thing.  And  all  the 
countries  within  reach  of  the  mountains  of  Voge  are  affeCted  by  the  fnow  that 
falls  upon  them,  which  was  in  1789,  on  the  29th  of  June.  This  renders  the 
vineyard  an  uncertain  culture;  Perhaps  it  may  arife  from  the  late  frofts  in  the 
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fpring,  that  we  meet,  with  fo  few  mulberries  in  France  N.  of  the  olive  diflridt. 
The  profit  of  that  tree  is  very  great,  as  I fhall  explain  fully  in  another  place  ; 
yet  the  diflridts,  where  they  are  found  in  France,  are  very  inconfiderable,  when 
compared  with  the  extent  of  the  whole  kingdom.  It  has  been  conceived  in 
England,  that  the  mildew  is  owing  to  late  frofls  ; when  I found  myfelf  in  a 
region  where  rye  was  fometimes  thus  killed  in  June,  and  where  every  walnut 
hung  with  black,  I naturally  enquired  for  that  diflemper,  and  found  in  fome 
places,  near  Cahors  for  inflance,  that  their  wheat  was  perfectly  exempt  from 
that  malady  in  many  fprings,  when  other  plants  fuffered  the  moil  feverely;  and 
we  met  even  with  farmers  whofe  lands  were  fo  little  fubjedt  to  the  diftemper 
that  they  hardly  knew  it.  This  fhould  leem  to  fet  afide  the  theory  of  frofls 
being  the  caufe  of  that  malady.  As  fpring  frofls  are  as  mifchievous  in  France 
as  they  can  be  with  us,  fo  alfo  are  they  troubled  with  autumnal  ones  earlier  than  is 
common  with  us.  On  the  20th  of  September  1787,  in  going  on  the  S.  of  the 
Loire,  from  Chambord  to  Orleans,  we  had  fo  fmart  a one,  that  the  vines  were 
hurt  by  it;  and  there  had  been,  for  feveral  days,  fo  cold  a N.  E.  wind,  yet  with 
a bright  fun,  that  none  of  us  fidrred  abroad  without  great  coats. 

The  olive-climate  contains  but  a very  inconfiderable  portion  of  the  kingdom, 
and  of  that  portion,  not  in  one  acre  out  of  fifty  is  this  tree  cultivated.  Several 
other  plants,  befiae  the  olive,  mark  this  climate.  Thus  at  Montelimart,  in 
Dauphine,  befides  that  tree,  you  meet  with,  for  the  firfl  time,  the  pomgranate, 
the  arbor  jud se,  the  paliurus,  figs,  and  the  evergreen  oak ; and  with  thefe 
plants,  I may  add  alfo  that  deteflable  animal  the  mofquito.  In  eroding  the 
mountains  of  Auvergne,  Yelay,  and  Vivarais,  I met,  between  Pradelles  and 
Thuytz,  mulberries  and  flies  at  the  fame  time ; by  the  term  flies,  I mean  thole 
myriads  of  them,  which  form  the  moil  difagreeable  circumflance  of  the  fouthem 
climates.  They  are  the  firfi  of  torments  in  Spain,  Italy,  and  the  olive-diflriCl 
of  France:  it  is  not  that  they  bite,  fling,  or  hurt,  but  they  buz,  teize,  and 
worry : your  mouth,  eyes,  ears,  and  nofe,  are  full  of  them : they  fwarm  on 
every  eatable,  fruit,  fugar,  milk,  every  thing  is  attacked  by  them  in  fuch  myriads, 
that  if  they  are  not  driven  away  incefiantly  by  a perfon  who  has  nothing  elfe 
to  do,  to  eat  a meal  is  impoffible.  They  are,  however,  caught  on  prepared 
paper,  and  other  contrivances,  with  fo  much  eafe,  and  in  fuch  quantities,  that 
were  it  not  from  negligence  they  could  not  abound  in  fuch  incredible  quan- 
tities. If  I farmed  in  thofe  countries,  I think  I fhould  manure  four  or  five 
acres  every  year  with  dead  fies.  Two  other  articles  of  culture  in  this  climate, 
winch  deferve  to  be  mentioned,  though  too  inconfiderable  to  be  a national  ob- 
ject, are  capers  in  Provence,  and  oranges  at  Hieres.  The  latter  plant  is  fo 
tender,  that  this  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  only  part  of  France  in  which  it  will 
thrive  in  the  open  air.  The  whole  of  Rouflillon  is  to  the  fouth  of  this,  yet  none 
are  to  be  found  there.  1 went  to  Hieres  to  view  them,  and  it  was  with  pain  I 
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found  them  almoft,  without  exception,  fo  damaged  by  the  froft,  in  the  winter  of 
1788,  as  to  be  cut  down,  fome  to  the  ground,  and  others  to  the  main  ftem. 
Vaft  numbers  of  olives  were  in  the  fame  iituation  throughout  the' whole  olive- 
diftriT,  and  abundance  of  them  abfolutely  killed.  Thus  we  find,  that,  in  the 
moft  foutherly  part  of  France,  and  even  in  the  moft  fheltered  and  fecure  fituations, 
itich  fevere  frofts  are  known  as  to  deftroy  the  articles  of  common  cultivation. 

In  the  defcription  I took  of  the  climate  of  Provence,  from  Monf.  le  Prefident, 
Baron  de  la  Tour  d’Aigues,  he  informed  me,  that  hail,  in  fome  years,  does  not 
break  glafs;  but  it  was  mentioned  as  an  extraordinary  thing.  The  only  feafons 
in  which  is  to  be  expected  rain  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  are  the  equinoxes, 
when  it  comes  violently  for  a time.  No  dependence  for  a fingle  drop  in  June, 
July,  or  Auguft,  and  the  quantity  always  very  fmall ; which  three  months,  and 
not  the  winter  ones,  are  the  pinching  feafon  for  all  great  cattle.  Sometimes 
not  a drop  falls  for  fix  months  together*.  They  have  white  frofts  in  March, 
and  fometimes  in  April.  The  great  heats  are  never  till  the  1 5th  of  July  nor  after 
the  15th  of  September.  Harveft  begins  June  24th,  and  ends  July  15th- — and 
Michaelmas  is  the  middle  of  the  vintage.  In  many  years  no  fnow  is  to  be  feen, 
and  the  frofts  not  fevere.  The  fpring  is  the  worft  feafon  in  the  year,  becaufe 
the  vent  de  bize , the  moejlrak  of  the  Italians,  is  terrible,  and  fufficient,  in  the 
mountains,  to  blow  a man  off  his  horfe;  it  is  alfo  dangerous  to  the  health, 
from  the  fun,  at  the  fame  time,  being  both  high  and  powerful.  But  in  Decem- 
ber, January,  and  February,  the  weather  is  truly  charming,  with  the  bize  very 
rarely,  but  not  always  free  from  it ; for,  on  the  3d  of  January  1786,  there  was  fo 
furious  a mcejirale , with  fnow,  that  flocks  were  driven  four  or  five  leagues  from 
their  paftures ; numbers  of  travellers,  fhepherds,  fheep  and  aftes  in  the  Crau 
perifioed.  Five  fhepherds  were  conducting  eight  hundred  fheep  to  the  but- 
cheries at  Marfeilles,  three  of  whom,  andalmoft  all  the  fheep,  periftiedp.  To 
make  a refidence  in  thefe  provinces  agreeable,  a man  flhould  alfo  avoid  the  great 
fiimmer  heats.  For  during  the  laft  week  in  July,  and  fome  days  in  i^uguft,  I 
experienced  fuch  a heat  at  Carcaflonne,  Mirepoix,  Pamiers,  &c.  as  rendered  the 
leaft  exertion,  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  oppreflive : it  exceeded  any  thing  I felt 
in  Spain.  It  was  impofiible  to  fupport  a room  that  was  light.  No  comfort 
but  in  darknefs;  and  even  there,  reft  was  impofiible  from  myriads  of  flies  J.  It 
is  true,  fuch  heats  are  not  of  long  duration ; if  they  were  fo,  nobody,  able  to 

* A writer,  who  has  been  criticifed  for  this  affertion,  was  therefore  right — u Telle  eft  la  pofition 
des  provinces  du  midi  on  l’on  refte  fouvent,  fix  mois  entiers,  fans  voir  tomber  une  feule  goutte  d’eau.” 
Corps  complet  d' Agri.  tom.  nil,  p.  56. 

f Trait'e  de  V Olivier^  par  M.  Couture.  II  tom.  8vo.  Aix,  1786.  tom,  1.  p.  79. 

4 I have  been  much  furprifed,  that  the  late  learned  Mr.  Harmer  fhould  think  it  odd  to  find,  by 
writers  who  treated  of  fouthern  climates,  that  driving  away  flies  was  an  objedl  of  importance.  Had 
he  been  with  me  in  Spain  and  in  Languedoc,  in  July  and  Auguft,  he  would  have  been  very  far  from 
thinking  there  was  any  thing  odd  in  it.  Obferv.  on  divers  pajfages  of  fcripture , vol.  iv.  p.  159. 
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quit  the  country,  would  refide  in  it.  Tiiefe  climates  are  difagreeable  in  fpring 
and  fummer,  and  delicious  in  winter  only.  In  the  Bourbonnois,  Limofin,  and 
Touraine,  there  is  no  vent  de  bize.  On  the  mountains  above  Tour  d’Aigues, 
are  chiefly  found  lavendula — thymus — ciftus  rofea — ciflus  albidus — foralia  bitu- 
mina — buxus  Temper  virens — quercus  ilex — pinus  montana — rofmarinus  offici- 
nalis— rhamnus  cathartica — geniflis  montis  ventofa — geniffa  hifpanica — junipe- 
rus  phcenicia — fatureja  montana — bromus  fylvatica,  &c.  In  the  flubbles  of  all 
the  olive-diflridt,  and  in  every  wafle  fpot  are  found  centaurea  calycitropa — cen- 
taurea  folffitialis, — alfo  the  eryngium  campeflrum,  and  the  eryngium  ainethyffi- 
num: — they  have  Town  in  Provence,  the  datura  ffrimonium,  which  is  now  ha- 
bituated to  the  country.  In  the  mountains,  from  Cavalero  to  Frejus,  and 
alfo  in  that  of  Eilrelles,  the  lentifcus — myrtus — arbutus — lavendula — ciflus — 
and  lauruftinus. 

Upon  a general  view  of  the  climate  of  France,  and  upon  comparing  it  with 
that  of  countries,  not  fo  much  favoured  apparently  by  nature,  I may  re- 
mark, that  the  principal  fuperiority  of  it  arifes  from  adapting  fo  large  a portion 
of  the  kingdom  to  the  culture  of  the  vine;  yet  this  noble  plant  is  mofl  unac- 
countably decried  by  abundance  of  writers,  and  efpeci'ally  by  French  ones, 
though  the  farmer  is  enabled  to  draw  as  extenfive  a profit  from  poor  and  other- 
wife  barren,  and  even  almofl  perpendicular  rocks,  as  from  the  richeft  vales. — * 
Hence  immenfe  tracks  of  land  may  be  ranked  in  France  among  the  moil  va- 
luable, which  in  our  climate  would  be  abfolutely  wafle,  or  at  leaf!  applied  to  no 
better  ufe  than  warrens  cr  iheep  walks.  This  is  the  great  fuperiority  which 
climate  gives  to  that  kingdom  over  England : — of  its  nature  and  extent,  I fhali 
treat  fully  under  another  head. 

The  object  of  the  next  importance  is  peculiar  to  the  olive  and  maiz  diflridls, 
and  confifls  in  the  power  of  having,  from  the  nature  of  the  climate,  two  crops 
a-year  on  vafl  tracks  of  their  arable  land ; an  early  harveif,  and  the  command 
of  plants,  which  will  not  thrive  equally  well  in  more  northern  climates,  give 
them  this  invaluable  advantage.  We  fee  wheat  bubbles  left  in  England,  from 
the  middle  of  Augufl,  to  yield  a few  fhillings  by  fheep,  which,  in  a hotter  cli- 
mate, would  afford  a fecond  crop,  yielding  food  for  man,  fuch  as  millet,  the  fifty 
day  maiz  (the  cinquantina  of  the  Italians)  &c.;  or  prove  a better  feafon  for  tur- 
nips, cabbages,  &c.  than  the  common  feafon  for  them  here.  In  Dauphine,  I 
faw  buck-wheat  in  full  blofibm  the  23d  of  Augufl,  that  had  been  fown  after 
wheat.  I do  no  more  than  name  it  here,  fince,  in  another  place,  it  muff  be  ex- 
amined more  particularly.  Mulberries  might  in  France  be  an  objedt  of  far  greater 
importance  than  they  are  at  prefent,  and  yet  the  fpring  frofls  are  fatal  impe- 
diments to  the  culture : that  this  plant  muff  be  cGnfidered  for  all  important 
purpofes,  as  adapted  only  to  fouthern  climates,  appears  from  this,  that  Tours 
is  the  only  place  I know  in  France,  north  of  the  maiz  climate,  wrhere  they  are 
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cultivated  for  filk  with  any  fuccefs : confiderable  experiments  have  been  made 
(as  I (hall  fhew  in  the  proper  place)  for  introducing  them  into  Normandy  and 
elfewhere,  but  with  no  fuccefs;  and  the  force  of  this  obfervation  is  doubled,  by 
the  following  fadt — that  they  fucceed  much  better  in  the  olive  climate  than  in 
any  part  of  the  kingdom.  But  that  they  might  be  greatly  extended,  cannot  for  a 
moment  be  doubted.  In  going  fouth,  we  did  not  meet  with  them  till  we  came 
to  Caufade,  near  Montauban.  In  returning  north,  we  faw  them  at  Auch  only 
— a few  at  Aguillon,  planted  by  the  duke — the  promenade,  at  Poitiers,  planted 
by  the  intendant — and  another  at  Verteul,  by  the  Duke  d’Anvilie;  all  which 
are  experiments  that  have  not  been  copied,  except  at  Auch.  But  at  Tours  there 
is  a fmall  aiftridt  of  them.  In  another  direction,  they  are  not  met  with  after 
Moulins,  and  there  very  few.  Maix  is  an  object  of  much  greater  consequence 
than  mulberries ; when  I give  the  courfes  of  the  French  crops,  it  will  be  found, 
that  the  only  good  hufbandry  in  the  kingdom  (fome  fmall  and  very  rich  diftridts 
excepted)  arifes  from  the  poiTeffion  and  management  of  this  plant.  Where  there 
is  no  maiz,  there  are  fallows*  and  where  there  are  fallows,  the  people  ftarve  for 
want.  For  the  inhabitants  of  a country  to  live  upon  that  plant,  which  is  the 
preparation  for  wheat,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  keep  their  cattle  fat  upon  the 
leaves  of  it,  is  to  pofiefs  a treafure,  for  which  they  are  indebted  to  their  climate. 
The  quantity  of  all  the  common  forts  of  fruits,  which,  through  the  greater  part 
of  France,  is  fuch  as  to  form  a confiderable  object  in  the  fubfiftence  of 
mafs  of  the  people,  is  a point  of  more  coniequence  than,  appears  t 
To  balance  thefe  favourable  circumftances,  other  countries,  not  io  happily 
Floated  (efpecially  England)  have  advantages  of  an  oppofite  nature,  which  are 
very  material  in  the  practice  of  their  agriculture  : that  humidity  of  atmofphere, 
which  the  French  provinces  north  of  vines  enjoy — which  England  lias  in  a 
greater  degree,  and  Ireland  frill  more,  and  which  is  better  marked  by  the  hygro- 
meter than  by  the  rain  gage,  is  of  lingular  importance  in  the  maintenance  of 
cattle  by  pafturage,  and  in  adapting  the  courfes  of  crops  to  their  fupport.  Arti- 
ficial graffes,  turnips,  cabbages,  potatoes,  &c.  thrive  bed:  in  a humid  climate. 
It  would  take  up  too  much  room  here  fully  to  explain  this ; to  mention  it  will 
be  fufficient  for  thole  who  have  reflected  on  fimilar  fubjebts.  From  a due  atten- 
tion to  all  the  various  circumftances  that  affedt  this  queftion,  which,  relatively 
to  agriculture,  is  the  heft  climate,  that  of  France,  or  that  of  England  ? — I have 
no  hefitation  in  giving  the  preference  to  France.  I have  often  heard,  in  conver- 
iation,  the  contrary  aflerted,  and  with  fome  appearance  of  reafon — but  I believe 
the  opinion  has  arifen  more  from  confidering  the  adtual  ftate  of  hufbandry  in  the 
two  countries,  than  the  diftindt  properties  of  the  two  climates.  We  make  a 
'very  good  ufe  of  our’s;  but  the  French  are,  in  this  refpect,  in  their  infancy, 
through  more  than  half  the  kingdom. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

On  the  Produce  of  Corn , the  Rent,  and  the  Price  of  Land  in  France . 

Y N England,  we  have  not  the  advantage  of  one  uniform  meafure  of  land 
there  are  three  or  four  different  acres  in  common  ufe : bat  the  general  fla- 
tute  meafure  of  the  realm  has  gained  ground  rapidly  of  late  years,  fo  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  counties  have  rid  themfelves  of  the  peff  of  cuflomary  meafure,* 
and  where  this  beneficial  effect  has  not  taken  place,  yet  almofl  every  man  one 
can  converfe  with,  knows  the  proportion  their  own  meafure  bears  to  the  flatute, 
which  greatly  facilitates  all  agricultural  enquiries  in  this  kingdom.  In  Ireland, 
the  uniformity  is  ftill  greater ; for  they  have  only  the  Irifh  and  the  Conyingham 
meafure,  except  in  a very  few  diflribts  that  have  adopted  the  Englifh  flatute  acre. 
In  the  meafure  of  corn  alfo,  we  have  only  the  variations  of  the  bufhel  to  guard 
againfl ; for  the  meafure  is  every  where  a bufhel,  and  the  difference  of  the 
contents,  not  much  through  the  greater  part  of  the  kingdom ; add  to  this,  that 
the  name  and  the  contents  of  the  flatute  capacity  of  eight  gallons,  is  every  where 
underflood ; and  that  the  gallon  itfeif  is  of  the  fame  contents.  In  Ireland,  the 
flatute  barrel  of  four  bufhels  takes  place  univerfally ; but  in  France,  the  infinite 
perplexity  of  the  meafures  exceeds  all  comprehenfion.  They  differ  not  only  in 
every  province,  but  in  every  diflrict,  and  almofl  in  every  town  ; and  thefe  tor- 
menting variations  are  found  equally  in  the  denominations  and  contents  of  the 
meafures  of  land  and  corn.  To  thefe  fources  of  confufion,  is  added  the  gene- 
ral ignorance  of  the  peafantry,  who  know  nothing  of  the  Paris  arpent,  or  the 
Paris  feptier,  the  mofl  commonly  received  meafure  of  the  kingdom.  For  the 
knowledge  of  a French  farmer  is  limited  abfolutely  to  his  farm  and  his  market  * 
he  never  looks  into  a newfpaper  or  a magazine,  where  the  difference  of  the 
meafures  of  the  kingdom  would  probably  flrike  his  attention,  many  times  in  his 
life.  And  if  he  were  rather  better  inflrudted,  yet,  as  there  are  two  national 
meafures  of  land,  they  would  occafion  a confufion  of  which  we  can  form  no 
judgment:  the  arpent  de  Paris,  and  the  arpent  de  France,  are  both  legal  and 
common  meafures  : notwithilanding  which,  they  are  of  very  different  contents  $ 
and,  what  is  flrange  to  lay,  are  fometimes  confounded  by  French  writers  on 
agriculture,  as  I fhall  fhew  in  more  inflances  than  one — even  by  focieties  in 
their  public  memoirs.  The  denominations  of  French  meafure,  as  the  reader 
will  fee,  are  almofl  infinite,  and  without  any  common  flandard  to  which  they 
can  be  referred : the  number  of  fquare  feet  in  the  contents  is  the  only  rule  to 
adhere  to  : yet  the  foot  itfeif  varies,  and  contains,  in  fame  provinces,  as  Lo- 
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raine,  but  ten  inches  and  a fraction.  Even  the  valuation  of  money  itfelf  there 
failed  me  $ the  meafure  of  corn  and  land  peculiar,  and  the  livre  and  Jol  no  longer 
of  the  fame  value  as  in  the  reft  of  France.  The  denominations  of  bufhel  and 


acre  pervade  all  England  ; and  the  mere  denomination  leads  every  where  to- 
wards proportioning  the  contents  to  the  common  ftandards ; but  in  France,  they 
have  no  common  denomination  i if  you  travel  feventy  miles  from  Paris,  in  fome 
diredtions,  you  hear  no  more  of  the  ieptier,  or  the  arpent;  you  find  the  mine  of 
land,  even  within  thirty  miles  of  the  capital,— -and  a little  farther,  you  will  be 
bewildered  with  franc  bars  of  corn,  and  mancos  of  land.  The  only  clue  tole- 
rably general,  that  can  be  in  the  leaft  relied  upon,  is  drawn  from  the  quantity 
of  feed  fown  : the  meafure  of  wheat  or  rye,  and  of  land  alio,  hath  often  in 
France  the  fame  denomination,  zsfeptier,  J'epteree  3 quartier , quarteree ; manco 
or"  corn  and  of  land : boifean , boijelee , &c.—— Theft  generally  imply,  that  the 
meafure  of  corn  is  the  quantity  of  feed  fown  on  the  fame  denomination  of  land. 
But  I have  found  variations  even  in  this ; fo  that  great  caution  is  neceftary  be- 
fore a traveller  can  note  his  information.  When  to  this  confufion  of  meafures 


is  added  the  aimoft  univerfal  ignorance  of  the  people  in  the  provinces,  who 
often  know  nothing  of  their  own  meafures,  and  give  information  totally  erro- 
neous, as  I have  found,  from  fuipedting  their  authority,  by  its  militating  with 
the  idea  I formed  from  the  eye,  and  from  applying  for  certainty  to  land-fur- 
veyors  f arpenteurs J,  the  reader  wall  be  ready  to  credit  me  in  aftiiring  him,  that 
the  labour,  perplexity,  and  vexation,  which  the  prefent  chapter  has  given  me, 
both  in  travelling  and  in  writing,  has  much  exceeded  any  thing  I could  have 
conceived  before  I wrent  abroad;  and  which  no  perfon  can  believe  to  the  extent 
of  the  truth,  who  has  not  been  engaged  under  equal  difficulties  in  ftmilar  pur- 
fuits.  After  all  my  labour,  it  would  be  a want  of  candour  were  I to  offer  the 
refult  thus  given  as  corredE  I am  confident,  that  in  feveral  articles,  and  per- 
haps in  more  than  I fufpedt,  it  is  not  fo.  I can  only  fa y,  I think  the  material 
errors  are  not  numerous  ; and  that  the  reader  will,  in  fuch  a labyrinth  of  diffi- 
culties, look  rather  for  the  information  that  is  pradtically  to  be  given,  than  for 
that  ideal  accuracy  which  is  impofiible  for  any  individual,  much  lefs  for  a 
foreigner  to  attain.  The  French  writers,  I have  confulted,  gave  me  little  or  no 
aftiftance,  where  I had  fo  much  reafon  to  expedt  it.  Monf.  Paudton’s  tables  of 
the  meafures  of  land  and  corn,  which  contain  thofe  of  fome  of  the  provinces, 
would  lead  us  aftray  as  often  as  they  would  guide  us.  By  going  through  the 
country,  I have  found,  from  five  to  ten  different  meafures  in  a province,  where 
fhe  has  noted  only  one — I fuppofe  the  legal  one  of  the  capital  cities. — It  is  fur- 
prifing  to  read  French  books  of  agriculture,  defcriptive  of  fome  provinces  in 
France,  yet  without  an  explanation  of  the  contents  of  the  meafures  named 
repeatedly  in  thofe  works.  Such  omiflions  are  totally  inexcufeable ; for  they 
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render  books  ufelefs,  not  to  foreigners  onlv,  but  to  mod:  of  tbeir  own  country- 
men.  But  while  accuracy  is  lb  difficult,  not  to  lay  impoffible,  to  be  acquired 
under  fuch  circumftances,  it  is  fome  fatisfadtion  to  confider,  that  the  reader  will 
here  find  the  very  interefting  parts  of  the  produce,  rental,  and  price  of  land  in 
that  vaft  empire,  afcertained  upon  a larger  bails  of  enquiry,  than  can  be  found 
in  any  book  hitherto  offered  to  the  public ; my  library  abounds  more  with  French 
georgical  authors,  as  well  as  thofe  branches  of  political  ceconomy  which  tend  to 
elucidate  fuch  queflions,  than  any  other  I have  had  the  opportunity  to  examine ; 
yet  thefe  books  contain  little  elfe  befide  conjectures,  loofe  and  general  ideas,  and 
calculations  without  data,  particularly  in  giving  the  grofs  produce  of  the  whole 
kingdom.  In  a multitude  of  gueffes  fome  mull,  in  the  nature  of  chances,  approxi- 
mate the  truth ; but  luch  have  little  more  merit,  and  no  more  authority,  than 
the  wildefi:  efforts  of  imagination ; for  enquiries  of  this  kind  are  not  to  be  made 
in  the  bureaus  of  great  cities  j books  and  papers  will  not  afford  the  information  : 
a man  muif  travel  through  the  country,  or  mulf  always  remain  ignorant, 
though  furrounded  by  ten  thoufand  volumes.  Neither  is  it  travelling  for  other 
purfuits  than  will  allow  this  knowledge  to  be  gained ; nor  moving  in  public 
voi tares,  nor  flying  with  rapidity  from  town  to  town ; nor  is  it  eafy  for  one  or 
two  men,  or  even  three  to  effedt  it ; many  fhould  be  employed  for  that  purpofe, 
and  paid  by  government ; for  affuredly  the  object  is  of  great  national  impor- 
tance, particularly  in  the  impofing  of  taxes ; a bufinefs  in  which  all  the 
legiflators  that  have  yet  arifen  have  gone  fo  blindly  to  work,  that  their  efforts 
in  every  country,  and  in  none  more  than  in  France,  cannot  but  excite  a con- 
tempt of  their  ignorance  and  deteftation  of  their  injuftice.  To  expedt  that  men 
will  be  thus  appointed  and  employed,  and,  above  all,  wrell  ehofen  for  the  bufi- 
nefs, would  be  childifh  ; governments  are  otherwife  employed  in  every  country. 
While,  therefore,  from  the  public  nothing  is  to  be  expedted,  the  private  efforts 
of  individuals  are  furely  not  devoid  of  merit ; who,  amidft  great  difadvantages, 
undertake  a work  of  unquefHonable  utility. 

Districts  of  Rich  Loam. 

Picardy . 

✓ 

This  province  has  been,  by  fo  many  French  writers,  extolled  for  its  good 
and  profitable  cultivation,  that  I croffed  it  with  my  attention  every  where  awake 
to  difcover  fuch  merit.  I have  already  obferved,  in  fpeaking  of  foils,  that  this 
is  ufually  very  good ; the  exceptions,  where  the  under  firatum  of  chalk  riles 
too  near  the  furface,  as  is  the  cafe  about  Berney,  and  more  ftill  at  Flixcourt, 
are  not  of  great  extent,  compared  with  the  rich  deep  friable  loams  on  a calca- 
reous bottom.  The  nature  of  the  country  demands  that  J fhould  confider  it 
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as  one  from  Calais  to  the  woods  of  Chantilly,  where  a poor  country  begins; 
and,  though  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Paris,  it  again  becomes  good,  yet  we 
fhould  confider  it  feparately.  From  Calais  to  Bolougneand  Montreuil  the  good 
land  lets  at  24  liv.  the  journal  or  arpent  of  Paris,  and  the  inferior  at  1 2 liv. ; the 
-firft  is  il.  5s.  per  Englifh  acre*,  which  is  a higher  rent  than  fimilar  land  would 
produce  in  England,  if  rent  only  were  confidered ; but  our  heavy  tythes  and  poor 
rates  being  added  do  occafion  nearly  an  equality.  Near  Berney  the  foil,  and  with 
it  the  rent,  declines,  riling  from  8 to  1 2 liv.  the  arpent.  It  would  be  ufelefs  to 
add  always  the  proportion  per  Englifh  acre;  I juft  obferved,  that  24  liv.  per  arpent 
equals  25s.  per  acre;  12  liv.  are  palpably  the  half,  and  8 liv.  two-thirds  of  that. 
It  rifes  to  24  liv.  again  at  Ally-le-haut  Clochers,  where  they  reckon  their  wheat 
crops  at  5 1 louis,  when  corn  fells  high,  this  is  20  bufhels  per  acre  ; and  fpring 
corn  the  fame,  which,  on  fuch  land,  is  a miferable  produce.  At  Flixcourt 
the  chalk  riles  to  the  furface,  and  the  rents  are  fo  low  as  2 liv.  to  5 liv.  which 
would  be  much  under  the  value,  if  they  knew  what  to  do  with  it,  yet  the  country 
is  not  without  fainfoin.  At  Picquigny  rent  regains  the  24  liv.  but  at  Hebecourt 
andBreteuil  not  more  than  15  or  16  liv. ; here  they  value  wheat  at  60  liv.  the 
arpent,  and  fpring  corn  at  30  liv.  Near  Clermont  the  land  is  good  and  the  rent 
high,  and  from  thence  to  Creil  by  Liancourt  is  a vale  of  exceedingly  rich  loam. 
The  rent  from  Calais  to  Clermont  is  pretty  regular,  the  beft  land  24  liv.  the 
middling  1 5 liv.  and  the  chalks  4 liv.  to  8 liv.  The  produce  of  the  Jirft  is  about 
24  bufhels  per  acre,  and  of  the  fpring  corn  22.  Landed  property,  upon  an  ave- 
rage, through  Picardy  pays  3 per  cent. ; but  if  bought  with  judgment  and 
attention  3!,  and  in  fome  cafes  4.  On  the  other  hand,  I was  told  that  fome 
eftates  did  not  return  more  than  2f,  but  this  is  rare.  They  have  in  general  in 
France  a very  falfe  idea  of  the  good  hulbandry  of  this  province:  Monf.  Turgot 
was  not  free  from  the  error,  when  he  named  it  in  the  fame  breath  with 

Flanders -f** 

Ifle  of  France. 

In  the  country  about  Arpajon  rents  vary  from  1 5 to  24  liv.  and  fome  capital 
arable  lands  are  at  30  liv. ; but  here  we  enter  upon  a new  meafure  of  land,  for  the 
arpent  of  the  Gatinois  is  1 00  perch  of  20  feet,  or  40,000  feet,  24  liv.  may  be  taken 
as  the  medium;  in  general  in  the  Gatinois  the  good  land  is  at  20  liv.  and  the 
ordinary  at  10  liv.;  at  20  liv.  it  is  16s.  qd.  per  acre.  The  prod u ft  of  wheat  is 
ftated  at  fix  lep tiers  of  Paris,  of  240  lb.  per  arpent,  which,  if  we  attend  to  the 
French  pound,  is  to  the  Englifh  as  1,0000  to  0,9264,  and  alfo  as  to  meafure 
equals  twenty- three  bufhels  per  acre,  fpring  com  thirty  bufhels.  Within  two 
leagues  of  Eftampes  there  is  much  fand,  the  rent  of  which  is  3 liv.  1 of.  and 

Wherever  acre,  quarter , bujhel \ gallon , &c.  are  named,  Englifh  meafure  is  implied. 
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4 liv.  the  arpent ; this  yields  rye  only ; the  good  wheat  land  in  the  neighbour- 
hood gives  rent  and  produce  as  above  noted.  From  hence  through  Tpury,  to  the 
foreft  of  Orleans,  is  part  of  the  great  plain  called  the  Pays  de  Beauce,  fo  much 
celebrated  in  France  for  its  good  hufbandry: — it  is,  like  all  Picardy,  fallowed 
for  wheat,  and  confequently  there  is  no  good  hufbandry ; but  the  foil  is  a rich 
loam  on  a white  marl,  and  therefore,  by  fallow  and  dung,  gives  good  wheat. 
I have  three  notes  of  the  produce ; — i,  five  Paris  feptiers  per  arpent-  2,  twenty- 
oiie  mines,  each  60  lb.  ; 3,  to  the  value  of.  1 00  liv.  and  fpring  corn  50  liv.  The 
hr  ft  is  about  1 9 f bufiiels;  the  fecund  is  22  bufiiels;  the  third  is  the  fame  nearly 
as  the  fir  if : they  agree  tolerably  well,  and  unite  wdth  what  1 faw  to  calculate 
the  wheat  produce  at  twenty-one  buihels  per  acre.  I faw  no  fpring  corn  of  any 
tolerable  appearance.  The  rent  is  from  1 5 to  18  liv.  per  arpent,  or  1 5s.  per  acre. 
Price  500  liv.  that  let  at  20  liv.  per  annum  (20I.  18s.  pd.)  On  my  return  to 
Paris,  I crofi'ed  another  part  of  this  rich  tract,  in  going  from  Orleans  to  Fon- 
tainbleau.  I gained  information  at  Shiloar,  Denainvilliers,  Malfherbs,  and  La 
Chapel  la  Reine:  the  intelligence  was  pretty  uniform.  Rent  of  the  good  land 
20  to  24  liv.  (18s.  yd.) ; of  the  inferior  14  liv.  (12s.)  Price  350  to  600  liv. 
The  notes  of  the  produce  of  wheat  are  not  equally  uniform;  at  Denainvilliers 
fix  to  eight  lacks,  each  2501b.  this  is  thirty  bufiiels  an  acre  ; oats  four  to  ten 
lacks.  At  Malfherbs  they  allured  me  that  wheat  has  been  known,  not  uncom- 
monly, to  yield  twenty-five  mines,  each  four  boifeau,  of  251b.  this  is  about 
forty-three  bufiiels  an  acre;  but  they  admitted  that  fifteen  mines  were  much 
more  common.  At  La  Chapel  good  crops,  eighty  to  an  hundred  boifeau,  each 
151b.  or  twenty- three  bufiiels  ; alfo,  that  an  arpent  of  wheat  is  commonly  of 
the  value  of  90  liv.  and  oats  of  50  liv.  Palling  the  vaff  forefc  of  Fontainbleau, 
which  of  courfe  affords  nothing  to  the  prefent  purpofe,  I renewed  the  inquiries 
at  Meulan:  the  foil  in  that  vicinity,  and  for  fome  extent  of  country,  con  fills  of 
two  kinds,  which  are  diflinguifiied  by  their  productions,  wheat  and  rye; — the 
wheat  land  lets  at  18  liv.  per  arpent  (15s.  2d.)  and  fells  at  500  liv.  (20I.  18s.  4a.) 
The  rye  foil  lets  at  6 liv.  (ys.  2d.)  and  fells  at  220  liv.  (81.  16s.)  The  arpent 
the  fame  meafure  as  hitherto,  an  hundred  perch  of  twenty  feet.  The  product  of 
wheat  is  fix  feptiers  (twenty-three  bufiiels)  and  of  oats  the  fame,  that  is  three 
double  feptiers.  A late  writer  ftates  the  common  produce  of  ordinary  land,  in 
the  environs  of  Paris,  at  two  hundred  gerbs  or  {heaves  per  arpent,  yielding  four 
feptiers*.  Palled  Paris  and  its  neighbourhood,  by  St.  Denis  to  Liaiicourt.  The 
rich  vale  which  extends  to  Clermont,  and  which  I mentioned  before,  fome  of 
which  is  arable,  lets  fo  high  as  33  liv.  the  mine,  or  half  an  arpent  of  an  hun- 
dred perch,  of  twenty-two  feet,  or  48,400  feet ; this  is  46s.  Engliih  money  and 
meafure:  much,  however,  is  at  25s.  or  35s.  the  acre,  and  18  liv.  more  com- 

* Correspond  nee  rure 5 par  M.  Bretonniere.  Tom.  n.  p.  86. 


men  ; 


320 


P R O D U C E.-— R E N T.— P RICE. 


m on  ; poor  hills  3 to  5 liv.  The  wheat  produce  of  thefe  fine  lands  was  ftated 
to  me  at  fixteen  to  eighteen  quintals  (hundred  pounds),  feventeen  are  equal  to 
twenty-four  one-half  bufhels  an  acre ; but  I know  not  how  to  think  it  poflible 
that  fiich  a rent  fhould  be  paid  for  lands  which  give  no  better  produce,  and  yet 
the  wretched  appearance  of  the  crops  of  fpring  corn  late  in  autumn  would  feem 
to  juftify  the  calculation.  Oats,  they  fay,  produce  on  an  average  fourteen  quin- 
tals, which  is  the  crop  from  land  of  half  the  value  in  England.  The  price  of 
good  arable  in  general  800  to  1000  liv.  equal  to  3 1 1.  10s.  an  acre;  but  thebeftis 
higher.  Eftates  pay  2f  to  3I  per  cent,  net;  and  confiderable  purchafes,  not  be- 
ing fold  with  equal  eafe,  yield  fomething  more.  This  fertile  vale  pafies  Cler- 
mont, in  the  way  to  Beauvais,  for  at  Brane  I found  land  letting  at  30  liv.  and 
at  Beauvais  gardens  at  80  liv.  the  mine ; but  there  the  chalk  hills  take  up  much 
of  the  country.  From  that  place  to  Pontoife  the  features  continue  juft  the 
fame : the  hills  fand  Hone  loams,  that  let  at  8 liv.  the  arpent  of  an  hundred  perch, 
of  twenty  feet,  equal  to  6s.  lod.  the  acre;  but  good  loams  at  Marenne  16  to 
20  liv.  (20  liv.  is  16s.  pd.)  and  produce  fix  feptiers  of  wheat  (twenty-three 
bufhels).  At  Commerle  the  foil  is  better;  the  hills  let  at  12  liv.  and  much 
good  land  up  to  30  liv.  (il.  5s.  id.)  where  wheat  alfo  yields  fix  feptiers  and  oats 
eight.  The  price  per  arpent  in  this  line  is  commonly  400  to  50a  liv.  (the  latter 
-20I.  1 8s.  9d.) ; but  near  Pontoife  there  are  lands  that  rife  to  800  liv.  at  600  liv.  it 
is  25I.  2s.  6d.  Returning  to  Paris,  I took  the  road  to  Soifions,  where  is  acon- 
ninued  line  of  noble  fandy  loams  in  this  rich  diftridt.  From  the  capital  to  Dugny 
rents  are  40  liv.  for  the  Paris  arpent,  or  2I.  is.  yd.  and  fells  at  1200  to  1300  liv. 
or  64I.  1 8s.  iod.  At  Dugny  it  lets  at  24  liv.  equal  to  il.  5s.  To  Louvres  and 
Dammertin  it  finks  to  20  liv.  or  il.  9! d.  and  fells  at  700  liv.  (35I.  19s.)  At  the 
latter  place  the  meafure  changes  to  one  hundred  perch  at  twenty- two  feet.  Rents 
there  32  liv.  or  il.  2s.  4d.  and  the  price  1000  liv.  equal  to  35I.  Here  wheat 
produces  feven  feptiers,  which  is  24I  bufhels  : not  a good  average  crop  for  fuch  a 
truly  fertile  foil,  fallowed  and  receiving  all  the  dung.  They  made  a great  boaft 
of  wheat  riling  fometimes  fo  high  as  twelve  feptiers,  or  forty- two  bufhels : oats 
produce  twelve  lacks.  At  Nanteuil  rents  are  20  liv.  equal  to  1 3s.  2d.  The  price 
5 to  6co  liv.  or  19I.  4s.  3d.  and  the  product  fix  feptiers,  or  twenty-one  bufhels. 
Oats  eight  feptiers.  In  the  way  to  Villers  Coterets  rent  finks  to  1 5 liv.  orps.  iof  d. 
and  price  to  300  liv.  ( 1 ol.  3s.  8d.) ; and  wheat  to  five  feptiers  (1  y\  bufhels).  At 
Soifions  rent  1 5 liv.  price  400  liv.  and  product  five  feptiers.  To  Coucy,  hill  and 
vale,  one  with  another,  rent  1 2 liv.  and  price  3 50  liv.  At  St.  Gobin  rent  12  to  15 liv. 


Picardy. 


At  La  Fere  re-enter  Picardy,  but  do  not  here  meet  with  the  arpent  of  the  pro- 
vince, The  meafure  eighty  verge  of  twenty -two  feet,  38,720  feet.  Variations 
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of  meafure  now  occur  at  almoft  every  town.  At  St.  Quintm  they  reckon  by  the 
feptier  of  land  being  eighty  verge  of  twenty-four  feet,  46,080  feet ; this  fpace  fells 
for  500  to  600  liv.  or  20I.  1 \ d.  What  throws  great  perplexity  into  thefe  inqui- 
ries here,  is  the  payment  or  the  reckoning  of  rent  by  corn.  Thus  they  pay  here 
four  or  feven  feptiers  of  wheat,  each  6olb.  and  four  of  them  making  a fack,  as 
rent  for  each  feptier  of  land.  Suppofe  wheat,  as  at  prelent,  20  liv.  the  fack,  it  is 

5 liv.  the  feptier,  and  if  fix  are  paid  it  is  30  liv.  the  feptier.  In  iome  cafes,  but 
not  all,  this  rent  frees  the  land  for  the  three  years  courfe  of,  1 , fallow ; 2 , wheat  % 
3,  fpring  corn ; in  which  cafe  the  30  liv.  become  10  liv.  At  La. Belle  Angloife 
the  rent  is  three  feptiers  of  wheat  per  feptier  of  land.  The  product  twelve  fep~ 
tiers  on  bad  land,  and  twenty  on  good.  On  a farm  of  eight  hundred  feptiers 
thirty-five  horfes  are  kept  3 on  another,  of  four  hundred  feptiers,  there  are 
twenty.  This  evidently  makes  the  meafure  about  an  arpent,  as  well  as  the 
price  noted  above,  and  agrees  alfo  with  the  produce ; hence  the  St.  Quintm 
meafure  continues  here  of  46,080  feet, — but  the  feptier  of  wheat  cannot  be  the 
quantity  of  feed  for  a feptier  of  land,  which  is  uncommon.  From  hence  to 
Cambray,  the  feptier  of  land  produces,  on  an  average,  fix  lacks  of  wheat,  worth 
now  22  liv.  the  fack.  And  the  rent  is  five  feptiers  of  both  forts  of  corn  ; this 
appears  to  be  five  feptiers  of  wheat,  or  at  5 I or  27  f liv.  and  five  of  oats,  which, 
at  10  fols  the  Paris  boifeau,  the  prefent  price  is  1 liv.  7 f.  the  leptier,  or  for  five 

6 liv.  15/.  in  all  34  liv.  five  for  three  years,  which  is  1 1 liv.  8 f.  per  annum  ; 
a rent  very  inadequate  to  the  goodnefs  of  the  foil  and  its  product. 

Flanders . 

In  the  way  from  Cambray  to  Valenciennes,  enter  this  celebrated  province, 
which,  among  the  French  themfelves,  has  the  reputation  of  being  the  belt  cul- 
tivated in  the  kingdom.  The  difficulties,  however,  of  gaining  intelligence  in- 
creafed  every  Hep,  for  not  one  farmer  in  twenty  fpeaks  French;  and  all  the 
way  to  Valenciennes,  the  confufion  of  meafures,  both  of  land  and  corn,  makes 
the  utmofi:  circumfpedtion  necefiary.  The  manco  of  land  is  fown  with  the  manco 
of  feed  wheat,  which  weighs  80  lb.  being  one-third  of  a Paris  feptier;  the  pre- 
fent price  is  7 liv.  1 o f — and  of  a fack,  22  liv.  1 of  If  they  fow  as  we  do,  which, 
from  their  earlinefs,  and  the  appearance  of  the  young  plant,  I believe  they  do, 
this  makes  the  manco  two-thirds  of  an  acre,  which  agrees,  very  well  with  the 
meafure  I took  by  my  eye  of  a piece,  which  I was  informed  contained  fix 
mancos  of  land,  the  rent,  I was  informed,  was  five  to  feven  mancos  of  the 
corn  produced,  or  the  value  per  manco  of  land,  fix  will  be  qBolb.  of  wheat,  or 
two  facks  45  liv.;  add  2 facks  of  oats  at  5!  liv.  it  is  56  liv.  for  three  years,  or 
18  liv.  rent  per  manco,  wffiich  agrees  well  enough  with  the  quality  of  the  foil,  and 
other  circumfiances  of  the  country;  it  is  23s.  yfd.  per  acre.  For  the  befi:  land, 
the  rent  rifes  to  eight  manco  of  produce,  this  makes  il.  1 is.  6d.  Between  Bou- 
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chaine  and  Valenciennes,  end  the  open  fields,  which  have  travelled  with  me, 
more  or  lefs,  all  the  way  from  Orleans.  After  Valenciennes,  the  country  is 
inclofed ; here  aifo  is  a line  of  divifion  in  another  refpect.  The  farms  in  the 
open  country  are  generally  large ; but  in  the  rich  deep  low  vale  of  Flanders, 
they  are  all  fmall,  and  much  in  the  hands  of  little  proprietors.  A fourth  difiinc- 
tindtion  alfo  is  in  the  hufbandry;  from  Orleans,  nearly  to  Valenciennes,  the  courfe 
is  every  where  fimilar, — i,  fallow;  2,  wheat ; 3 , fpring  corn.  But  in  Flanders 
the  land  is  cropped  every  year.  All  thefe  circumfiances  are  fufficient  to  prove, 
that  near  Bauchaine  is  the  agricultural  divifion  between  French  and  Flemifh 
hufbandry ; and  it  is  to  be  noted,  becaufe  the  fa dt  is  curious,  yielding  much 
food  to  thofe  political  refledtions,  which  arife  in  the  mind  on  the  contempla- 
tion of  different  governments,  that  Bouchaine  ftands  but  a few  miles  on  the 
Auffrian  fide  of  the  old  frontier  of  the  kingdom.  Hence  the  line  of  divifion, 
formed  by  thefe  four  agricultural  circumfiances  mentioned  above,  and  being  a 
real  divifion  between  good  and  bad  hufbandry,  are  found  pretty  exadtly  to  agree 
with  the  ancient  line  of  feparation  of  the  two  ftates  of  France  and  Flanders.  The 
conquefis  of  the  French,  as  every  one  knows,  pufhed  their  prefent  dominion 
much  further,  but  this  does  not  obliterate  the  old  divifions ; and  it  is  moil 
curious  to  fee,  that  the  merit  of  hufbandry  forms,  to  this  day,  a boundary 
that  anfwers  not  to  the  political  limits  of  the  prefent  period,  but  to  ancient 
ones,  forming  a line  diAindtly  traced  between  the  defpotifm  of  France,  which 
depreffed  agriculture,  and  the  free  government  of  the  Burgundian  provinces, 
which  cherifhed  and  protected  it.  The  diAindtion  certainly  is  not  owing  to  foil, 
for  there  can  hardly  be  a finer  than  much  the  greater  part  of  the  vaA  and  fertile 
plain,  which  reaches,  with  fcarcely  any  interruption,  from  Flanders  nearly  to 
Orleans,  a deep  mellow  friable  loam,  on  a chalk  or  marl  bottom,  capable  of 
being  applied  in  all  the  principles  of  the  Flemifh  hufbandry,  by  lying  under  the 
unprofitable  negledt  of  open  fields,  and  difgraced  with  the  execrable  fyfiem  of 
fallowing,  never  found  with  any  degree  of  regularity,  but  to  the  banifhment  of 
adequate  product,  profit,  and  improvement. 

Pafiing  Valenciennes,  the  flax  lands  of  St.  Amand  prefent  themfelves : 
they  fpeak  of  them,  on  the  fpot,  as  being  the  moA  celebrated  in  Europe, — • 
and  kthe  accounts  I received  at  feveral  towns  juAified  the  report ; but  this 
fubjedt  being  diAindtly  treated,  I have  only  to  obferve,  that  a quartier  of 
arable  land,  containing  one  hundred  verge  of  twenty  feet,  or  40,000  feet, 
fells  at  3350  liv.  equal  to  56I.  10s.  6d.  and  the  rent  is  36  liv.  for  the 
farm  all  round  per  quartier,  or  il.  9s.  gd. — Another  account  I received, 
made  the  average  rent  of  farms  30  liv.  or  il.  6s.  3 fd . and  the  price 
1 200  liv.  (50k  4s.  6d.)  The  produdt  of  wheat  twenty-five  to  thirty-fix 
meafures  per  quartier,  oach  50  lb.  Thirty  fuch  meafures  are  equal  (as  the 
pound  here  is  nearly  the  fame  as  the  Englifh)  to  twenty-four  bufhels.  Not  a 
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great  produce;  but  the  land  is  better  adapted  to  flax,  than  it  is  to  wheat.  At 
Orchies,  repeating  my  enquiries,  find,  that  land  is  meafured  by  the  centie.p,  a 
fquare  of  one  hundred  feet,  four  of  which  make  a quartier,  and  four  quartiers  a 
bonier.  This  is  therefore  the  fame  meafure  as  at  St.  Amand’s.  Rent  in  com- 
mon 24  liv.  the  quartier,  equal  to  il.  is.  but  fome  at  30  liv.  or  il.  5s.  id.  And 
the  price  of  land  1200  liv.  the  quartier,  equal  to  50I.  6s.  The  meafure  of 
wheat  is  the  boifeau  of  36  to  401b.  four  of  which  make  a razier  or  coup ; they 
fow  a boifeau  of  40  lb.  on  a centier  of  land  : — this,  proportioned  to  Englilh  mea- 
fure, is  1531b.  to  the  acre,  or  about  2\  bufhels.  They  feed,  therefore,  nearly  as 
we  do.  On  fo  fertile  a foil,  they  probably  would  not  fow  fo  much,  but  for  the 
circumftance  of  all  their  crops  fucceeding  fome  other,  which  will  often  necei- 
farily  make  their  feafon  late.  In  the  vicinity  of  Lille,  rents  are  36  liv.  the  quar- 
tier, or  il.  ios,  2-|-d.  Some  not  more  than  24  liv.  (il.  is.  id.)  The  price 
1200  liv.  (50I.  6s.)  To  Bailleul,  rent  24  liv.  and  price  3120  liv.  the  bonier, 
or  780  the  quartier,  or  32I.  13s.  3d.  To  Montcaflel,  foil  and  hufbandry  both 
decline;  the  latter  circumftance  is  remarkable.  That  excellent  management  I 
have  admired  fo  much  in  this  province  on  the  richefl  foils,  fhould  not  extend, 
with  proper  variations,  to  the  poorer,  feems  to  indicate,  that  the  general  fad:  of 
the  whole  kingdom  of  France,  extends,  in  fome  meafure,  even  hither.  Is  the 
fame  fad:  found  in  the  Auflrian  Flanders  ? — I fhall  always  confider  myfelf  as 
ignorant  in  hufbandry,  till  I have  well  viewed  thefe  provinces.  In  this  line,  from 
Lille  to  Montcaflel,  there  is  a great  deal  of  land,  which  does  not  let  for  more  than 
12  to  15  liv.  the  quartier,  or  1 is.  3 f d. — To  Berg  I was  informed,  that  cuftoia 
has  fubftituted  a meafure  under  the  lame  denomination  but  one-fifth  larger  than 
what  we  have  hitherto  been  guided  by.  Land  fells  at  900  liv.  or  30I.  2s.  8 f d.— « 

rent  26  florins  of  25 /C  or  il.  7s.  7!  d. Here  finifhed  the  notes  of  this  journey ; 

and  as,  in  the  following,  I did  not  pal's  into  Flanders,  I flna.ll  make  one  or  two 
obfervations  appropriated  to  that  province.  In  the  following  notes,  the  rent 
and  the  price  were  both  minuted. 

Price  1350  liv.  — - Rent  36  liv. 

1200  - — 30 

1200  - — 30 

1200  — 36 

780  — — 24 

573°  — 1 56 

This  proportion  is  fcarcely  2 \ per  cent.  It  is  then  to  be  confidered,  that  the 
landlord  has  his  own  taxes  to  pay  out  of  this,  when,  if  he  ftates  his  account,  he 
probably  will  not  receive  more  than  two  percent,  on  his  capital.  This  I attri- 
bute to  the  number  of  finall  properties,*  and  the  confequent  pafiion  of  the  people 
to  become  proprietors.  They  are  induced  to  give  more  for  land  than  it  is  worth, 
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and  thus  raife  the  price  of  that  of  all  the  country.  The  whole  province  is  full 
of  rich  manufacturing  and  commercial  towns  ; many  perfons  in  thefe  are  always 
ready  to  inveffc  their  favings  in  land,  and  to  retire  to  the  cultivation  of  it,  cir- 
cumftances  which  ought  necefiarily  to  have  the  effeCt  of  railing  the  price  be- 
yond the  proportion  of  the  rent.  In  the  minutes  of  produce,  there  does  not 
appear  fo  great  a fuperiority  over  other  provinces,  as  the  foil  and  excellent  huf- 
bandry  feem  to  imply;  but  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  in  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  a years  fallow,  two  year's  rent,  and  all  the  dung  of  the  farm  go  for 
wheat,  which  makes  a moderate  crop  in  Flanders  yield  more  net  profit  to  the 
farmer,  than  three  larger  crops  in  Picardy,  or  the  Pays  de  Beauce,  afford  to  the 
cultivators  of  thofe  diflri&s.  Wheat  is  not  here  the  only  dependence;  flax  and 
cole-feed  excel  it : and  beans,  carrots,  turnips,  and  a variety  of  products,  receive 
the  farmer’s  attention  fufflciently  to  cover  the  whole  country  with  cultivation 
every  year : and  where  this  is  not  the  cafe,  affuredly  the  products  generally 
taken,  and  with  them  the  net  profit,  will  be  much  inferior.  The  fecond  jour- 
ney  began  in  the  fame  rich  diflriCt,  by  paffing  from  Calais  to  St.  Omers. 

Picardy . 

At  Recouffe,  the  price  of  the  pooreft  land  is  200  to  300  liv.  the  arpentof  one 
hundred  perch,  of  eighteen  feet,  or  12I.  19s.  9b. ; but  the  befi:  rifes  to  1000  liv. 
or  51I.  19s.  id.  and  fuch  lets  at  30  liv. — In  general  rents  are  15  to  20  liv.  equal 
to  18s.  2d.  the  price  proportioned.  A good  crop  of  wheat,  on  good  land,  rifes 
to  feven  feptiers  per  arpent,  and  is  to  be  confidered  as  extraordinary ; common 
crops  four  one-half  feptiers,  or  twenty-three  bufhels.  Beans  yield  eight  fep- 
tiers, or  forty-one  bufhels  ; and  oats  produce  eight  to  ten.  It  is  plain,  that  this 
vicinity,  on  the  borders  of  Artois,  partakes  more  of  that  province  than  the 

miferable  fallowing  of  Picardy. 

♦ 

Artois. 

To  St.  Omers,  price  800  liv.  in  the  vale,  and  600  liv.  on  the  hills;  rents  in  the 
vale  15  to  18  liv. — and  on  the  hills  12  liv. — Oats  yield  fixteen  raziers,  each 
i2olb.  of  wheat.  Near  Aire,  the  price  of  the  befi;  land  1500  liv.  ; rent  30  liv. 
and  fome  even  to  36  liv.  But  much  fold  at  600  liv.  and  from  that  price  to 
1000  liv.  Lilliers  to  Bethune,  an  Artois  meafure  of  good  wheat  is  worth  200  liv. 
but  this  is  not  general.  To  Doulens,  price  600  liv.  ^ and  rent  12  liv. — Here 
we  re-enter 

Picardy . 

At  Beauval,  the  price  per  journal  is  700  liv.  (25I.  19s.)  Good  wheat  produces 
ten  raziers  of  i8olb.  (thirty-one  bufhels.).  In  paffing  from  Poix  to  Aumale, 
the  chalk  land  fells  at  240  liv.  (12I.  19s.  4d.)  Better  lands  500  liv.  (25I.  19s.  6d.) 
and  the  rent  16  liv.  (16s.  yfd.), 

Normandy. 
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Normandy . 

Near  Aumale  enter  this  province,  where  the  meafure  of  land  is  the  acre  of  an 
hundred  and  fixty  perch,  of  twenty  feet,  or  64,000  feet.  Arable  here  fells  at 
Sooliv.  (21I.);  rent,  24liv.  to  30  liv.  (14s.  io|d.)  Wheat  produces  to  the  va- 
lue of  100  liv.  to  120  liv.  (2I.  12s.  rod.)  Oats,  60  liv.  to  70  liv.  (il.  12s.  3d.)  In 
palling  from  Neufchatel  to  Rouen,  price  of  good  arable,  700  to  800  liv. 
(19I.  13s.  8d.)  Open  fields,  400  liv.  (iol.  10s.)  About  Rouen,  much  at  40  liv. 
(il.  is.)  and  price  1200  liv.  (31I.  10s.)  Eftates  in  Normandy,  pay  3 per  cent. — - 
From  Rouen  crofs  the  Pays  de  Caux  to  Havre.  At  Yvetot,  price  1000  liv. 
(26I.  5s.)  and  rent  35  to  40  liv.  (19s.  yld.)  At  La  Botte,  rents  rife  from  30  to 
50  liv.  (il.  is.)  But  at  Havre,  where  I had  opoportunities  of  being  very  well 
informed,  I underflood  that  the  whole  Pays  de  Caux,  on  an  average,  let  at 
50  liv.  (il.  4s.  3d.)  that  the  taxes  deducted  10  liv.  (5s.  3d.)  ; and  that  the  net 
rent  was,  to  the  landlord,  40  liv.  (il.  is.)  the  price  1200  liv.  (31I.  10s.)  confe- 
quently,  making  about  2 1 per  cent.  The  produce  of  wheat,  upon  thefe  noble 
foils,  it  is  not  more  than  thirty  to  forty  boifeau,  of  501b.  per  acre  (thirty  is  fixteen 
bufhel)  and  forty-five  or  fifty  a large  crop.  Of  Oats,  they  get  fifty  fuch  boifeau. 
Shameful  products  1 This  for  the  great  mafs  of  the  country,  here  and  there  are 
to  be  found  crops  fomething  better.  I mufl,  upon  this,  ohferve,  that  the  whole 
Pays  de  Caux  is  a manufacturing  country ; the  properties  ufually  fimall ; and 
that  farming  is  but  a fecondary  purfuit  to  the  cotton  fabric,  which  fpreads  over 
the  whole  of  it.  Wherever  this  is  the  cafe,  we  may  take  for  granted,  that 
land  fells  much  above  its  value  $ for  there  is  a competition  to  get  it,  that  arifes 
from  views  diftinCl  from  the  produce  which  it  is  expected  to  yield.  And  we  may 
alfo  be  equally  allured  that,  in  fuch  cafes,  the  foil  is  badly  cultivated,  and  pro- 
duces little,  on  companion  with  what  mere  farmers  would  make  it  do.  There 
wants  no  inquiries  into  products  in  the  Pays  de  Caux ; the  appearance  of  moil  I 
faw  was  miferable,  and  fuch  as  proved  the  land  to  be  in  an  execrable  iyflem  of 
management ; yet  was  this  the  country  to  which  feveral  gentlemen  at  Paris 
referred  me  for  examining  the  immenfe  benefits  to  agriculture,  from  manufac- 
turers fpreading  over  a whole  country,  but  of  this  queflion  more  in  another  place. 
I will  only  obierve  here,  that  wherever  this  effeCt  takes  place  every  pofiible 
effort  fhould  be  applied  to  convert  the  whole  country  to  grafs,  in  which  Rate 
even  manufacturers  can  hardly  hurt  it ; and  let  it  always  be  kept  in  mind,  that 
it  is  not  the  price,  but  the  produCt  of  land,  that  a politician  fhouid  regard. 
Cro fling  the  Seine  at  Havre,  and  palling  from  Honfieur  to  Pont  au  de  Mer,  rents 
are  from  20  to  40  liv.  (13s.  ifd.)  Enter  here  the  rich  paflurages,  or  grazing 
lands,  of  the  Pays  d’Auge,  of  which  the  valley  of  Carbon  is  the  moil  famous, 
and  clafies  with  the  finefl  in  the  wrorld  : the  bed:  here  fell  at  2000  to  7000  liv. 
(541. 13s.  qd.) ; let  at  70  to  iooliv.  (il.  17s.  2fd.)  the  price  of  others,  not  equally 
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good,  1 200  liv.  (26I.  5s.)  and  to  1500  liv.  (32I.  16s.  3d.);  on  the  hill  (ides  there 
fire  fome  at  the  fame  price  of  1500  liv.  and  that  let  at  50  liv.  (tl.  is.  10  fd.)  ; 
tvoods  here  fell  at  not  more  than  600  liv.  ( 1 3I.  2s.  6d.)  1 Examine  a pafiure,  that 
was  fold  at  3000  liv.  (65I.  12s.  6d.),  in  the  way  from  Lifieux  to  Caen.  In 
the  valley  of  Corbon,  reckoned  to  contain  the  richeft  pafturages  of  Nor- 
mandy, they  have  been  fold  fo  high  as  4000  liv.  (87I.  10s.),  which  were  rented 
at  200  liv.  (4I.  ys4  6d.),  thefe  prices  of  the  aci*e,  meafured  by  the  perch 
of  twenty-two  feet : fome  confulion,  however,  is  always  found  in  reports* 
owing  to  their  uling  alfo  the  perch  of  twenty-four  feet,  which  gives  92,160 
feet  in  an  acre ; if  attention  is  not  paid  to  this  variety  of  the  Norman  acres, 
errors  may  be  the  confequence.  Rent  of  the  arable  land,  for  fome  miles 
from  Lifieux,  30  liv.  to  50  liv.  (17s.  6d.),  Caen  to  Falaife,  rent  20  liv.  to  40  liv. 
average  25  liv.  (10s.  1 1 |d,).  To  Argentan  rent  35  liv*  (15s.  2d.) ; they  fow 
five  boifeau  of  wheat,  each  4olb.  equal  to  nolb.  Englifh  per  acre,  and  they 
reap  fifty  fuch  (18  bufhels)  an  acre.  Efiates  pay  four  per  cent,  being  now* 
1788,  at  24 years  purchaie.  Woods  in  general  through  Normandy  yield  20  liv. 
but  thefe*  I believe,  are  meafured  by  the  national,  and  not  by  the  provincial 
meafure.  About  Ifigny  the  fait  marfhes  let  at  100  liv.  (2I.  3s.  pd.) ; arable  50 
to  60  liv.  (ih  4s.  3fd.).  And  to  Carentan  the  marihes  are  40  liv.  the  verge  of 
40  perch,  of  24  feet  (2b  i8s.  qd.),  fomefo  high  as  60  liv.  (41.  7s,  6d.)  At  that 
place  rent  40  to  50  liv.  (3b  5s.  7fd.)  but  much  at  30  to  40  liv.  (2b  us.  old.). 
If  a farm  in  this  vicinity  coil  io,ooq  liv.  it  will  commonly  let  at  400  liv. ; the 
price  of  arable  700  liv.  (30b  12s.  6d.).  At  Nonant  come  again  to  the  common 
Norman  acre,  arable  fells  at  800  liv.  (17b  10s.).  The  rent  of  which  is  40  liv. 
(17s.  6d.)  ; but  in  general  the  price  is  500  to  600  liv.  (i2l.7fd.);  paftu rage  fells 
at  1200  to  1500  liv.  (29b  1 os.  7fd.).  Again  entering  this  great  province  from 
Maine  at  Leffiniole  wheat  produces  20  to  40  boifeau  of  6olb.  (i6f  bufhels.). 
In  the  vicinity  of  Bernay,  there  is  fome  of  the  fined;  arable  land  to  be  feen  in  the 
world,  which  lets  at  the  low  rent  of  50  liv.  (ih  is.  iofd.).  The  produce  of  wheat 
on  it  250  to  300  gerbs  of  fix  per  boifeau  of  901b.  (37  bufhels) ; but  not  fo  high  on 
an  average.  At  Brionne,  the  rent  of  fine  arable  is  60  liv.  (ih  6s.  3d.).  And  here 
alfo  wheat  has  yielded  fo  high  as  45  to  5c  boifeau,  which  equals  the  Bernay  crops. 
It  is  to  be  noted,  that  thefe  rents  are  thofe  of  farms  on  an  average  of  all  their 
lands,  fome  of  which  are  not  equal  to  thofe  noble  foils,  which  hardly  have  an 
equal.  Near  Louviers,  the  rich  arable  vale  lets  at  50  liv.  (il.  is.  iod.)  to 
80  liv.  (il.  15s.).  Faffing  the  poor  lands  to  Rouen,  and  by  the  chalk  hills  to 
Vernon,  crofs  the  country  to  La  Roche  Guyon,  where  we  come  once  more  to 
the  arpent  de  Paris ; good  arable  fells  at  600  liv.  (31b  3s.  qd.)  but  in  general,  at 
400  liv.  the  rent  20  liv.  (il.  9 Id.)  and  efiates  pay  in  common  3 to  31  per 
cent.  In  the  rich  plain  of  Magny,  the  rent  is  20  liv.  and  the  product  of  wheat, 
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on  the  befi  land,  rifes,  in  a good  year,  to  eight  feptiers  of  2401b.  but  in  common 
fix  (thirty-one  bufhels)  on  good  land.  Return  to  Rouen,  and  again  crofs  the 
Pays  de  Caux  to  Dieppe,  having  my  former  intelligence  confirmed  in  every  par- 
ticular concerning  the  rent  and  price  of  land  in  that  celebrated  difiribt.  And 
as  I here  quit  Normandy,  I may,  in  general,  obferve,  on  that  noble  territory, 
which  is  confiderable  enough  for  a kingdom,  rather  than  a province,  that  its 
chara&er,  for  hufbandry,  is  very  much  mifiaken  in  France  : before  I viewed 
Normandy,  I heard  it  reprefented  as  a very  finely  cultivated  province.  Nothing 
too  great  can  be  laid  of  the  rich  pafiurages  which  are  applied  in  fattening  bul- 
locks to  the  highefi:  advantage,  except  in  the  article  of  the  breed  of  the  fheep 
that  are  found  amongfi  the  cattle.  They  ought  to  be  large,  and  bearing  long 
combing  wool 3 except  this  point,  their  herbages,  as  they  call  them,  are  very 
well  managed,  and  no  want  of  capital  appearing  among  them.  But  as  to  arabls 
land,  I did  not  fee  a well  cultivated  acre  in  the  whole  province.  You  every 
where  find  either  a dead  and  ufelefs  fallow,  or  elfe  the  fields  fo  neglected,  run 
out,  and  covered  with  weeds,  that  there  can  be  no  crop  proportioned  to  the  foil. 
A finer  foil,  than  this  province  in  general  pofiefies,  can  hardly  be  feen,  and  would 
yield  a very  different  product  from  what  is  found  on  it  at  prefent.  The  befi:  lands, 
fays  Monf.  Paublon  *,  in  Normandy,  yield  but  a little  above  fix  fold  5 the  lefs 
good,  or  middling,  but  five,  and  the  greatefi  part  only  four  fold. 

IJle  of  France . 

In  my  third  journey,  I entered  ground  new  to  me,  in  palling  from  Paris 
to  Guignes.  About  that  place  rents  are  15  to  20  liv.  the  arpent  de  Paris 
(18s.  3d.).  At  Nangis,  the  befi;  arable  is  15  liv.  (15s.  8fd.);  middling  12  liv. 
and  the  word:  8 liv.  Wheat  produces,  upon  the  befi:,  five  feptiers,  cr  twenty- 
five  bufhels  in  a good  year  3 that  of  the  middling  land  four  feptiers  3 and  of  the 
worft  three.  From  Columiers  to  Meaux  rent  20  liv.  (il,  9§d).  At  that 
diftribt,  and  Neufmoutier,  they  meafure  by  the  perch,  of  twenty-two  feet,  or 
the  arpent  de  la  France.  Rent  40  liv.  (il.  8s.)  for  great  tradls  together,  and  for 
fmall  ones  50  liv.  and  even  to  60  liv.  (2I.  2S.)  : and  I heard  that  fome  pieces 
have  reached  100  liv.  (3I.  10s.)  the  highefi:  rent  I have  heard  of  in  France  for 
arable  land  3 the  foil,  however,  is  amongfi  the  fineft  to  be  met  with  in  the  world. 
Such  of  thefe  foils,  as  let  commonly  at  40  liv. fell  for  i5ori6oo  liv.  (541. 4s.  nfd.). 
In  regard  to  products,  wheat,  on  the  belt  land,  gives  ten  feptiers  (35  bufhels),  and 
fifteen  are  known •f*  (52!  bufhels.)  But  the  common  produce  is  feven,  tythe  de- 
ducted (24!  bufhels),  much  belov/  what  it  ought  to  be  on  this  land,  which  inEn  g- 

* Metrologie.  4to.  1780.  p.  610.  The  pailags  is  a flrong  confirmation  of  my  notes. 

f It  is  aflerted,  that  on  the  farm  of  Puifeux,  neariVIeaux,  M.  Bernier,  farmer,  reaped  twenty-two 
two-fifths  feptiers,  or  above  feventy  bufhels.  Rechtrckes  fur  la  Hsu  i lie  d'Engrah.  t,  2.  p.  5. 

land. 


PRODUC  E.— R E N T.— P RICE. 


32S 

land,  I am  confident,  would  not  give  lefs  than  32  bufhels  on  an  average,  with- 
out any  fallowing.  I eflimate  the  crops  I viewed  on  the  farm  of  Monf.  Gihert 
at  36  bufhels  an  acre  on  an  average.  But  as  to  the  fpring  corn  all  is,  foil  con- 
fidered.  iniferable,  I faw  none  that  would  reach  forty  bufhels  an  acre ; it  ought, 
in  a good  courfe  of  crops,  to  produce  eighty.— As  here  terminate  my  notes  on 
this  noble  diitrict  of  rich  loam,  the  fined:  plain  in  Europe,  Lombardy  only  ex- 
cepted, for  all  the  level  of  Auftrian  Flanders  and  Holland  are  parts  of  it,  I fhall 
draw,  into  one  view,  the  various  minutes  of  rent,  price,  and  produdt  of  wheat — * 
it  is  ufelefs  to  name  fpring  corn,  for  it  is  every  where  really  contemptible,  ex- 
cept in  Flanders,  and  there  the  quantity  cultivated  is  not  confiderable. 

Average*, — Rent,  il.  3s.  iod.  Price,  291. 1 3s.  3d.  Produdt  of  wheat,  23  f bufh, 

The  average  of  twenty-fix  articles,  v/here  both  rent  and  price  are  noted,  is, 
rent,  il.  is.  3d.  price,  31I.  5s. 

Plain  of  the  Garonne. 

This  diftridt,  though  of  no  fuch  extent  as  the  former,  is  one  of  the  richeft 
in  the  world.  The  foil  is  very  fine,  but  not  equal,  I am  inclined  to  think, 
to  the  deep  loams  of  Bernay,  Meaux,  and  Flanders.  In  climate,  however, 
it  far  exceeds  the  northern  territory.  This  is  fo  fuperior,  that  the  products  of 
every  kind  are  much  more  exuberant,  and  more  valuable,  even  on  inferior  foils  j 
and  the  tracks  which,  in  the  north  of  France,  would  be  under  fheep  -walk  or 
wood,  are  here  covered  with  vines,  that  yield  as  rich  crops  as  the  moft  fertile 
foots  of  the  vales  themfelves.  As  I treat  of  that  branch  of  culture  in  a feparate 
chapter,  no  notice  is  taken  of  it  in  this ; a point  efiential  for  the  reader  to  have 
in  his  contemplation,  as  he  examines  the  films  here  minuted. 

The  meafure  of  land  is  the  Cartonat,  which  contains  19,100  feet.  In  pafiing 
from  Creifienfac  to  Souillac,  meadow  lets  at  30  liv.  (2I.  12s.  6d.)  3 the  price  of 
arable  400  liv.  (35b)  and  the  rent  10  liv.  (17s.  6d.)  Advancing  to  the  Dordogne 
the  cartonat  changes  its  contents  to  30,000  feet  5 rent  of  arable  here  10  liv. 
(iis.  3d.)  and  fome  higher.  At  Pellecoy  they  reckon  by  the  fejfieree,  which 
fells  from  100  to  300  liv.  but  meadows  in  valleys  up  to  1200  liv.  At  Caufiade 
the  rent  of  a cartonat  is  a quartier  of  wheat,  of  150  lb.  $ reckoning  wheat  at 
20 liv.  the  feptier  of  240Tb.  this  is  I2f  liv.  (13s.  9d.).  To  Montauban,  we  heard 
of  the  arpent  once  more,  though  not  the  common  meafure  of  the  country.  That 
of  an  hundred  perch,  of  twenty-two  feet,  fells  from  800  to  1000  liv.  (31I. 10s.) 
and  the  rent  of  fuch  land  is  35  to  40  liv.  (il.  6s.  2fd.)  At  Pompinion,  the 
price  of  ordinary  land  400  liv.  (14I.  8s.)  $ but  of  rich  800  liv.  (28b  16s.)  From 

* The  articles  of  4I.  7s.  6d.  and  80I*  4s.  2d,  not  included. 
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thence  to  Toloufe,  I palled  through  the  fined:  plain  of  wheat  I have  ever  be- 
held, the  fpace  at  many  views  very  confideyable,  and  promifing  to  the  eye  to 
produce  full  five  quarters  of  Englilh.  per  acre  on  an  average.  From  Toloufe  to 
Nohe,  an  arpent  400  liv.  (14I.  18s.)  At  Ourooze  meadows  600  liv.  the  journal  • 
feme  arable  fo  low  as  100  liv.  In  returning  from  the  Pyrenees  northwards,  I 
entered  this  rich  diftridt  again  between  Fleuran  and  Leitour,  and  here  met  with 
a new  meafure,  the  cuzan,  which  fells  at  1000  to  1200  liv. — and  there  are  that  rife 
to  3000  liv.  Near  Leitour,  the  cuzan  fells  for  3200  liv.  Towards  Eftafort,  they 
meafure  land  by  the  fack,  being  the  quantity  fown  with  a fack  of  wheat  of  143  lb. 
good.land  to  600  liv.  The  vale  from  Eftafort  to  Port  de  Leyrac,  contains  much 
admirable  land.  It  fells  at  3000  liv.  the  carteree.  I was  much  perplexed  to  difi- 
cover  the  contents  of  the  carteree,  and  efpecially  as  they  are  not  regular  in  the 
quantity  of  feed,  fowing  in  fome  places  two  quartiers  or  lacks,  each  of  145  lb. 
and  in  others  only  if  : I am,  however,  from  comparing  the  various  circumflances , 
with  M.  Paudlon’s  meafure  of  Agen,  in  this  immediate  vicinity,  inclined  to  cal- 
culate the  carteree  at  70,000  feet,  at  that  meafure  3000  liv.  is  72I.  5s.  g£.  Wheat 
produces  33  facks  of  1451b.  on  the  belt  land,  and  in  a good  year,  (40  buihels.) 
We  vcere  fhewn  a field  that  had  produced  48  facks  (57I  buihels.).  In  this  re- 
duction, I attend  to  the  weight  of  the  country,  which  is  here  not  paid  de  ?narcy 
but  paid  de  table.  In  the  vicinity  of  Agen,  the  common  price  is  2000  liv. 
(48I.  4s.  2d.)  The  product  of  wheat  is  30  lacks  (36  buihels.)  Hemp  yields  ten 
quintals  on  the  fame  carteree,  at  40  liv.  the  quintal.  Rye  land,  of  which  there  is' 
fome  on  the  hills,  fells  at  loooiiv.  (24I.  2s.  idr)  AtPcrtSt.  Marie,  common  price 
2000  liv.  (48I.  4s.  2d.)  At  Aguillon  the  price  of  the  bell:  land  4000  liv. 
(96L  8s.  4d.)  much  at  3000  liv.  (72I.  5s.  gd.)  Wheat  here  yields  twenty  for 
one  of  the  feed.  I was  fhewn  a fmall  field,  that  was  twice  fold  for  3000  liv. 

I Hepped  it  carefully,  and  made  it  3600  fquare  yards,  which  afcertains  the 
price  per  Englilh  acre  to  be  (155I.  17s.  3§d.)$  but  it  is  clofe  to  the  town, 
though  never  ufed  for  a garden.  The  fame  piece  has  often  produced  in  wheat 
twenty  facks  of  1251b.  this  is  forty-nine  buihels.  It  is  remarkable,  that 
they  fow  but  one-third  of  a fack  on  it,  the  produce  being  lixty  for  one.  It 
is  under  a bufhel  an  acre  Englilh.  At  Tonneins  the  price  of  a journal,  which, 
by  Mr.  Paudton,  is  to  the  arpent  as  0,9516  to  i,ooco,  is  1000  to  1200  liv. 
(80I.  4s.  2d.)  To  La  Motte  Landron,  the  very  worffc  land  in  the  country  bears 
the  price  of  400  liv.  the  journal  (20I.  6d.).  In  one  Huge  farther  we  are  plagued 
with  a new  meafure,  as  it  has  been  fo  often  in  this  diitrict,  it  is  here  150  perch 
of  15  feet,  or  33,750  feet.  The  general  rate  is  1000  liv.  (50I.)  and  much  rife? 
to  1500  liv.  (75I. ) They  fow  this  meafure  with  a fack  of  140  lb.  of  wheat, 
which  is  about  2 1 buihels:  the  product  from  16  to  20  facks  (43  buihels.)  . 
They  plough  one  of  thefe  journals  in  a day  with  a pair  of  oxen.  Advancing  to- 
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ward  Langon,  the  pooreft  land  is  500  liv.  (25I.)  In  general  from  1000  to 
1500  liv.  (02I.  10s.)  They  fow  a fack  per  journal,  and  reap  twenty.  At. 
Cadres  the  price  of  a journal,  of  thirty  toifes  by  feven,  is  300  liv.  (5 61.  15s.  yfd.) 
And  palling  Bourdeaux  and  the  Garonne,  in  the  way  to  Cubfac,  we  find  the 
journal  changed  again ; it  is  to  the  arpent  of  France  as  0,6218  is  to.  1,0000 ; the 
price  of  arable  500  liv.  (27I.  17s.  2d.)  Wheat  produces  eight  facks  of  180 lb. 
each  (31  bulhels.)  They  fow  three-fourths  of  a fack.  At  Cavignac  rich  land 
fells  at  1600  liv.  (89I.  4s.  nfd.)  but  they  havealfo  fome  fo  bad  as  to  be  worth 
no  more  than  100  liv.  (5I.  ns.  6|d.)  From  hence  we  enter  another  diftrict,  and 
it  will  not  be  improper  to  paule  for  a moment,  and  review  the  intelligence  re- 
ceived in  this  region  of  uncommon  fertility ; premiling,  however,  that  the 
principal  feature  of  the  whole  is  vines,  which  do  not  come  into  the  prefent  en- 
quiry, but  add  immenfely  to  the  products,  rendering  the  inferior  foils  almod 
equal  to  the  bed:. Average, — Price,  51I.  10s.  ProduCt,  37  bulhels*. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  reafon  why  a money  rent  is  fo  feldom  minuted, 
arifes  from  the  land  being  generally  at  half  produce,  confequently  no  rent  in 
money  can  be  afcertained  j but  this  is  not  the  foie  reafon,  it  refults  alfo  from 
fmail  properties  being  very  numerous  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Garonne,  to  which 
circumdance  we  mull  have  recourfe  for  explaining  fome  of  thefe  prices.  Land 
always  fells  beyond  its  value  where  there  is  much  competition  for  fmail  parcels 
of  it,  as  we  have  found  in  other  didriCts,  and  the  faCt  will  often  occur.  From 
the  price  at  which  thefe  lands  fell,  their  prodigious  fertility  may  be  imagined. 
At  Aguillon  I was  allured,  that  th^y  have  many  fields  that  have  produced  what 
I calculated  on  the  fpot  to  be  equal  to  9I.  flerling  per  acre  in  wheat,  and  15I.  in 
hemp,  yielding  no  other  crop  but  thofe  valuable  ones  in  the  rotation,  1,  hemp  1 
2,  wheat.  If  the  average  of  the  twelve  minutes  from  Port  de  Levrac  to  Cadres 
be  taken,  it  amounts  to  70I.  an  acre,  for  a line  of  between  fifty  and  fixty  miles. 
I am  inclined  to  think  that  the  riched  ride  and  mod  dcurilhing  country  in 
France,  for  the  eye  of  a traveller  to  command,  as  he  keeps  the  great  road,  is 
that  from  Bourdeaux  to  Montauban  and  Toloule.  Parting  from  the  noble 
city  of  Bourdeaux,  equalled  by  very  few  in  the  world  for  commerce  and  beauty, 
the  magnificent  river  Garonne,  alive  with  inland  trade ; one  of  the  mod  fertile 
vales  in  Europe ; the  hills  covered  with  the  mod  productive  vineyards  to  be 
met  with  perhaps  in  the  world  * the  towns  frequent  and  opulent  $ the  whole 
country  an  inceliant  village,  and  all  gilt  and  invigorated  by  a genial  dm.  Fie 
who  has  not  viewed  this  animated  fcenery  has  not  feen  the  fined  thing  in  France. 
Flanders,  with  all  its  fertility  of  foil,  has  the  foggy  climate  of  the  N.  and 
yields  a coup  d'ceil  every  where  fiat  and  Joinbre,  nor  are  her  productions,  dax  ex- 
cepted, of  equal  value. 

* Rejecting  the  articles  of  155I,  17s,  3d,  and  5I,  I is,  6d,  and  alfo  the  produce  of  57!  bufhels. 

Plain 
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Plain  of  Alface . 

I entered  this  rich  plain  at  Wiltenheim,  where  the  meafure  of  land  is  one 
hundred  verge,  at  twenty-two  feet;  the  price  from  1500  to2cooliv.  (61 1.  5s.) 
Good  wheat  crops  twelve  facks  of  1901b.  (thirty-three  bufhels).  Poppies  are 
much  cultivated  here  as  well  as  in  Flanders  and  Artois ; they  yield  fix  lacks, 
at  30  liv.  a fack  (61.  6s.)  The  wheat  of  the  year  through  this  country  I fhould 
guefs,  from  its  appearance,  at  three  and  a half  quarters  per  acre,  and  the  barley 
at  five.  From  hence  to  Strafbourg  is  by  one  of  the  richefl  and  belt  culti- 
vated plains  to  be  feen,  crouded  with  crops  in  endlefs  and  quick  fuccefiion. 
Land  not  immediately  contiguous  to  that  city,  defigned  for  gardens,  but  not 
planted,  fells  at  2000  liv.  the  arpent  of  24,000  feet  (138I.  5s*  id.)  Arable  land 
in  general,  and  it  appears  to  be  almofl  all  fo,  600  to  800  liv.  (4SI.  9s.  9fd.)  ; 
on  fiich  land  wheat  yields  four  facks  of  180  lb.  (20  bufhels)  which  is  inade« 
quate  to  the  foil ; barley  and  beans  fix  facks.  They  fow  60  lb.  of  wheat 
(100 lb.),  and  half  that  quantity,  by  meafure,  of  beans.  Eflates  here,  as  in 
all  the  rich  diftridts  where  the  divifion  of  property  is  great,  pay  but  little  interefi: 
for  money,  in  general  2§  to  3 per  cent.  About  Benfelt  the  price  of  land  rifes 
to  1200  liv.  ( 5 81 . 6s.  8d.)  and  lets  at  24  liv.  on  an  average  (il.  3s.  4d.},  but  this 
is  farms  through,  one  with  another.  Eflates  pay  no  more  than  2f  per  cent. 
At  Schelefladt  the  average  price  of  arable  is  300  liv.  (14I  ns.  8d.),  but  there 
are  fome  pieces  that  rife  to  1000  liv.  (48I.  12s.  2§d.)  Wheat  yields  five  facks 
of  iqolb.  (twenty-five  bufhels)  ; barley  fix;  beans  fix  to  eight;  and  maiz  five 
to  fix.  Upon  the  whole,  this  plain  of  Alface,  though  the  foil  is  exceedingly  fer- 
tile, and  the  cultivation  very  excellent,  is  not  fo  productive,  with  a much  better 
climate,  as  Flanders,  and  not  comparable  to  the  Garonne ; it  is,  however, 
proper  to  obferve,  that  1 was  not  in  the  part  of  the  province  where  hemp  is  a 
principal  article  of  culture,  for  which  it  is  famous ; there  I fhould  probably 
have  found  the  lands  more  productive.  On  an  average  good  land  may  be  reck- 
oned at  50I.  per  acre. 

Plain  of  Limagne. 

Amidft  the  mountains  of  the  province  of  Auvergne,  which  are  moftly  volcanic, 
there  is  a fmall  but  level  plain,  which  feme  of  the  French  naturalifis  think  was 
once  a lake,  and  fome,  who  feem  to  have  more  probability  in  their  fuppofition, 
that  it  is  the  gift  of  the  river  Allier  that  runs  through  it,  having  wafhed  from  the 
great  region  of  mountains,  from  which  itfelf  and  its  kindred  flreams  flow,  that 
rich  mud  or  fediment  of  which  this  plain,  to  a confiderable  depth,  is  formed. 

I was  fhewn  fome  places  where  the  river  feemed,  even  to  the  eye,  to  be  in  the 
act  of  railing  its  bed  by  depofitions  of  mud,  which  in  the  memory  of  man  has 
formed  folid  ground.  It  is  not  wonderful  that  a plain  of  this  nature  and  origin 
fhould  be  of  extraordinary  fertility ; it  was  reprefented  to  me  as  by  far  the  molt 

U u 2 . fertile 
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fertile  diftrict  in  all  France,  and  it  will  remain  a queftion  whether  the  idea  be 
not  a juft  one.  I entered  this  beautiful  plain  at  Riom,  from  whence  to  Mont- 
ferrand  arable  fells  from  1000  to  1200  liv.  the  fepteree  of  eight  hundred  toifes 
(64I.  3s.  qd.) 3 feme  lands  are  known  to  have  been  fold  even  for  4000  liv. 3 and 
to  Clermont  the  average  of  arable  lands  800  liv.  (46I.  13s.  4ft.),  much  riling 
higher.  Meadows  near  Clermont  fell  to  1500  liv.  the  arpent  of  fix  hundred 
toifes  (116I.  13s.  qd.)  3 the  medium  of  meadows  is  1200  liv.  (98I.  6s.  8d.);  the 
rent  50  liv.  (3I.  17s.  qfd.)  and  that  of  arable  30  to  40  liv.  (2I.  14s.  yfd.)  The 
produce  of  wheat  from  feven  to  ten  times  the  feed,  which,  for  the  land,  is  no- 
thing at  all 3 but  I met  afterwards  with  feme  thing  of  an  explanation,  that  the 
beft  lands  are  too  rich  for  that  grain,  giving  little  befide  ftraw;  for  which  rea- 
fon  they  fow  rye  on  the  beft  foils,  and  wheat  only  on  the  wTorft : — barley  gives 
fifteen  feeds.  From  Vertaifon  to  Chauriet  price  2400  liv.  for  eight  hundred 
toifes  (140I.  125.)  At  Izoire  and  its  vicinity  good  arable  800  liv.  the  fepteree  of 
eight  cartonats,  each  one  hundred  and  fifty  toifes,  43,200  feet  (31I.  2s.  4d.)  3 bad 
arable  400  liv.  (1  cl.  us.  ifd.)  3 watered  gardens  and  hemp  grounds  2000  liv. 
(79I.  5s.  9§d.)  3 watered  meadows  1200  liv.  (46I.  13s.  5fd.)  but  thefe,  if  alfo 
planted  with  apples  and  well  inclofed,  will  yield  2000  to  3000HV.  (97I-  12s.  3d.) 
The  fep tier  of  wheat  is  eight  cartonats,  each  of  321b.  3 of  thefe  they  fow  fix  of 
wheat  (1731b.)  and  they  gain  forty-eight  (23  bufhels)  3 of  rye  they  fow  fix  car- 
tonats alfo,  and  they  gain  fixty  (29  bufhels)  3 of  barley  they  fow  eight  and  get 
iixty-four  of  the  fame  meafures  3 of  oats  they  fow  eight,  and  the  crop  is  eighty 
(which  is  about  feventy-two  of  fuch  meafures  per  acre,  or  more  than  thirty-fix 
bufhels)  j and  in  their  tillage  they  keep  eight  working  oxen  to  one  hundred  fep- 
terees  of  land.  In  this  plain  of  Limagne,  which,  by  the  way,  never  repofes  in 
a fallow,  we  are  to  regard  the  price  at  which  the  land  fells.  Cultivation  is  fo 
ill  underftood  here,  and  I faw  fuch  execrable  ploughing,  that  I am  clear  the 
products  of  common  crops  are  not  by  half,  certainly  by  one-third,  equal  to 
what  they  ought  to  be,  except  in  cafes  of  meadow,  hemp  grounds,  gardens,  or 
orchards,  in  all  which  the  management  is  excellent,  and  the  produce  adequate 
to  the  foil  and  culture.  The  price  of  the  land  riles  very  high  indeed  3 the  beft 
arable  may  be  calculated  on  an  average  at  about  60I.  One  circumftance  de- 
mands particular  attention,  relative  to  the  Limagne,  which  is  its  Situation  be- 
ing cut  off  from  all  immediate  connection  with  the  fea,  anv  inland  navigation, 
or  any  great  city*,  or  even  any  confiderabie  manufacture,  for  the  fabrics  of 
Auvergne  are  of  no  account.  It  is  a circumftance  from  which  political  con- 
clufions  may  be  drawn,  that  agriculture  is  here  able  to  fupport  itlelf  without 

* I have  read  of  apples  being  fent  from  Auvergne  to  Paris  for  fale  3 it  may  be  fo,  but  the  obfer- 
vaticn  in  the  text  is  little  afxecxed  by  it  j they  mull  be  particular  forts  to  fun  ply,  at  a high  price,  the 
demand  of  luxurious  confumption. 
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the  aid  of  any  of  thole  affiftants  commonly  fuppofed  to  be  fo  elTentially  necef- 
fary  to  give  a value  to  landed  property. 

Upon  thefe  four  principal  diftricfts  of  the  fertile  plains  of  France,  to  dwell  on 
general  obfervations  would  be  ufelefs ; I fhall  not,  however,  quit  them  without 
remarking  the  iimilarity  which  may  be  found  between  them,  diftant  and  un- 
connected as  they  are  with  relation  to  each  other. 

In  the  chapter  of  the  general  produce  of  France,  it  appears,  that  the  propor- 
tion of  thefe  plains  to  each  other,  is  as  follows : — Diftridt  of  the  N.  E.  57.-— The 
Garrone  24.' — Alface  2. — The  Limagne  is  not  equal  to  1. — I mention  them 
here,  not  to  draw  an  average  of  the  whole,  becaufe  I do  not  conceive  the  data  to 
be  ample  enough  for  that : but  to  caution  the  reader  againft  fiippofing,  that  a 
proportion  of  the  plain  of  the  Garonne,  equal  to  twenty-four  in  this  table,  is  of 
the  value  of  51I.  ics.  per  acre.  My  journey  was  fo  much  on  the  richeft  part 
of  that  plain  on  the  river,  that  the  foil  is,  beyond  queftion,  fuperior  to  what  it  is 
on  an  average,  of  fo  large  an  extent  as  the  number  twenty-four  here  marks.-- 
The  lame  objection  does  not  hold  in  relation  to  the  north  eaftern  diftrict,  which 
is  more  equal : that  may  very  generally  be  averaged  at  about  3 oh  an  acre  : and 
the  better  parts-  of  the  plain  of  the  Garonne,  at  51I.  10s.  The  good  land  in  Al- 
face at  50I.  and  in  the  Limagne  at  60L  And  when  it  is  confidered  that  thefe 
plains,  including  the  Bas  Poitou,  amount  to  twenty-eight  millions  of  .acres  ; 
that  is,  to  a larger  extent,  by  about  a fifth,  than  is  to  he  found  in  the  kingdoms 
either  of  Scotland,  Ireland,  or  Portugal — a fact  which  mu  ft  neceiiariiy  give  us 
a very  high  idea  of  the  natural  fertility  of  this  noble  kingdom,  as  well  as  of  the 
internal  wealth  that  fupports  fuch  immenfe  tracks  of  land,  at  fo  vaft  a price. 

District  of  Heath. 


It  is  abfolutely  neceiiary  to  explain  one  circumftanee  to  the  reader,  without 
which,  he  would  form  a very  erroneous  judgment  from  the  following  notes:- — • 
The  title  of  heath' is  not  unaptly  given  to  the  countries  I now  treat  of.  The  quan- 
tity of  actual  wafte,  producing  heath  or  ling  f erica  vulgaris),  is  i 1X1  m C il  fe : and 
independent  of  this,  the  general  aipeft  of  the  country  prefents  a widely  fp reading 
gloomy  view  from  vaft  tracks  of  cultivated  lands  having  been  exhausted  and 
abandoned  to  fpontaneous  growths.  In  fuch  countries,  the  real  average  rent, 
or  value,  or  produce,  is  not  to  be  attained.  Converfe  with  any  perfon  on  the 
topics  of  agriculture,  and  you  will  always  find  him  referring  to  the  land  actually 
profitable  at  the  prefen t time,  of  which  there  are  every  where  tracks  that  never 
are  abandoned,  and  which  bear  a value  that  has  nothing  in  common  with -toe 
country  in  general.  Sometimes,  with  difficulty,  I got  p recite'  ideas  ot  tne  pn.ce. 


&c.  of  the  waftes,  but  thefe  notes  I £hai!  give  under  the  iiead  oi 


net. 
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a very  important  article,  and  highly  deferving  the  attention  of  fuch  as  wifh  to  cul- 
tivate the  mod;  profitable  fields  of  French  agriculture.  Normandy,  no t with - 
flanding  its  general  fertility,  has  a large  diftridh  contiguous  to  the  weftern  coafl, 
which,  though  much  better  than  Bretagne,  has  more  refemblance  to  it  than  to 
the  richer  parts  which  we  have  defcribed ; I therefore  unite  them  here.  This 
diflridt  is  entered  before  Vologne,  in  the  road  to  Cherbourg.  At  Carentan,  there 

are  fbme  rich  paflures,  but  none  afterwards,  and  a decilive  change  of  foil. 

Rent  5 to  6 liv.  (8s.) ; but  good  land  to  15  liv.  (il.  is.  iod.).  Carentan  to  Pery, 
5 to  10  liv.  (10s.  11  jd.).  Coutances  to  Granville  12  liv.  (17s.  6d.). 

Bf’etagne . 

Prom  thence,  in  the  way  to  Doll,  enter  this  province.  The  price  of  good 
land  500  or  600  liv.  (19I.  12s.  g^d.)  the  journal  of  two  Norman  verge,  or 
46*080  feet.  Bad  land,  but  cultivated,  price  300  liv.  (10L  18s.  pd.j  ; the  good 
lets  at  25  liv.  (18s.  2fd.)  ; product  of  wheat  20  boifeau  of  721b.  (20  bufhels.). 
From  Hede  to  Rennes  rent  of  middling  land  10  liv.  (7s.  4-fd.)  ; but  fome  rifes 
to  20  and  30  liv.  (18s.  2fd.)  ; fells  at  twenty-five  years  purchafe,  and  pays  5 per 
cent.  At  Rennes,  and  its  vicinity,  rents,  near  the  town,  50  liv.  (il.  16s,  3d. ). 
At  a diflance  commonly  about  12  liv.  (8s.  gd.)  but  fome  to  30  liv.  il.  2s.  id.), 
W afles,  landes , to  be  had  for  ever  at  10 f Of  wheat,  they  fow  five  boifeau  of 
4olb.  ( 1 661b.).  Of  buck-wheat,  they  fow  one  one-half  boifeau,  and  gain 
thirty-two.  At  St.  Brieux  fpots  near  the  town,  of  very  rich  land,  fell  at  2000  to 
3000  liv.  (9 1 1.  1 os.  3d.)  and  let  at  80  to  100  liv.  (3I.  5s.  7fd.).  Wheat,  on  fuch 
land  produces  up  to  90  boifeau,  of  401b.  (50  bufhels).  Price  at  a diflance  from 
the  town  300  liv.  (iol.  18s.)  ; and  lets  at  12  liv.  (8s.  9d.).  At  Morlaix  improved 
land  lets  at  20  to  30  liv.  but  the  rough  wafles  are  thrown  into  the  bargain.  At 
Brefl  I was  informed,  that  the  bifhoprics  of  St.  Pol  de  Leon  and  Traguer  do  not, 
on  an  average  of  cultivated  land,  let  at  more  than  12  to  15  liv.  (9s.  yd.) ; but 
they  have  good  land  that  rifes  to  20  and  24  liv.  (15s.  iod.).  Three-fourths  of  all 
Bretagne  wafle,  and  half  of  thofe  bifhoprics,  which  are  the  richefl  parts  of  the 
province.  At  Rofporaen  they  have  meadow's,  in  their  w'afle  country,  that  let  at 
24  liv.  (17s.  6d.)  and  that  fell  at  600  or  700  liv.  (24I.  13s.  nd.)  ; but  large 
tracks  cultivated,  that  would  not  yield  more  than  from  100  to  150  liv. 
(4I.  iis.  id.).  At  Quimperl  no  rent  per  journal  known;  farms  are  taken  in 
the  lump,  rough,  wafle,  and  good  land.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Mufilac  the 
befl  improved  meadows  fell  at  1500  liv.  (65I.  12s.  6d.) ; almofl  incredible  in  a 
country  where  wafles  are  to  be  had  at  10 /.  capable  of  yielding  fainfoin  and  other 
grades.  At  Auvergnac  wdieat  yields  eight  leptiers  of  2401b.  (2 6f-  bufhels)  ; but 
this  is  on  good  land,  and  a fine  crop  ; average  five  ieptiers.  Meadow’s  fells  at 
1200  liv.  (431. 15s);  but  arable  not  more  than  400  liv.  Eflates  pay  5 percent. ; 
and  feme  more.  Of  thirty-nine  parts  of  Bretagne,  twenty-four  are  wafle.  Ar- 
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rive  at  the  great  city  of  Nantes,  near  which  rents  are  60  liv.  (2I.  3s.  9c!.) ; but  at  a 
diftance  20  to  30  liv.  (1 8s.  3d.)  I cannot  quit  this  immenfe  province  of  Bretagne 
without  remarking,  that  in  mod:  circumdances  it  wears  a lingular  afpedt.  The 
products,  which  are  not  to  be  colledted  fo  much  from  thefe  notes,  as  from  a ge- 
neral idea  formed  from  having  viewed  it,  are  contemptible  j and  the  tolerable  rent 
which  appears  in  fome  of  thefe  minutes,  with  the  immenfe  value  put  upon  feraps 
of  very  good  land,  as  at  Brieux,  and  every  v/here  for  good  meadow,  are  all  three 
equal  proofs  of  the  poor  and  miferable  Rate  in  which  agriculture  is  found 
throughout  this  province,  St.  Pol  de  Leon  alone  excepted,  where  are  fome  exer- 
tions that  mark  a better  fpirit.  But  the  circumdance  of  half  a province  being 
wade,  and  to  be  rented  for  ever  at  10  f.  a journal,  of  near  five  roods  Englifh  $ 
which  is  every  where  maritime,  abounding  with  ports  and  commerce,  and  hav- 
ing in  it  the  royal  ports  of  Bred:  and  1’ Orient  ; the  great  city  of  Nantes,  and 
the  very  commercial  one  of  St.  Maloes ; containing  in  its  bofom  one  of  the 
greatest  linen  manufactures  in  Europe ; enjoying  privileges  and  freedom  from 
taxation  beyond  any  other  province ; and  yet,  with  all  thefe  palpable  advantages* 
which  ought  to  give  the  greated  activity  and  vigour,  according  to  received 
ideas,  the  whole  forms  a picture  of  mifery  hardly  to  be  equalled  in  the  v/hole 
kingdom,  in  point  of  a contemptible  culture.  - The  trijie  and  wretched  Sologne 
is,  I think,  fuperior.  It  is  necedary  that  this  fact  fhould  be  in  the  reader's  con- 
templation, while  he  reflects  on  the  produce,  rent,  and  price  of  land  in  Bre- 
tagne ; but  the  developement  of  the  circumftances,  that  caufe  fo  extraordinary  a 
fpeCtacle,  will  be  treated  of,  when  I attempt  to  explain  the  political  principles 
that  have  governed  agriculture  in  France. 

Anjou . 

There  is  not  much  didinCtion  between  this  province  and  the  preceding  y the 
quantity  of  heath  and  wades  is  immenfe,  but  it  has  not,  in  the  line  I travelled* 
fo  fombre  and  neglected  an  appearance.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Angers  and 
Mignianne,  the  meafures  are  the  arpent  of  Anjou,  which  contains  an  hundred 
cords  of  twenty-five  feet,  or  62,500  feet.  But  the  journal  is  more  commonly 
ufed,  which  is  eighty  of  thefe  cords,  or  50,000  feet.  Of  wheat,  they  fow  eight 
boifeauof  231b.  (172ID.  per  acre) ; and  get  forty-eight  (iybudiels).  At  Duretal, 
rye  land  fells  at  100  liv.  the  boifelee.  From  thence  to  Le  Mans,  there  is  fuch  a 
mixture  of  heaths  and  waftes  to  fo  great  an  extent,  that  what  I have  to  offer 
concerning  it  will  come  in  more  properly  under  the  head  of  wade  lands * 

Gafcoign , 

I ought  not  to  begin  the  detail  of  this  didrict  without  ohferving,  that  as  a 
condderable  part  of  it  is  within  what  may  be  called  the  roots  of  the  Pyrenees,, 
which  confid  of  rough  tracts  of  mountains,  interfered  by  rich  and  cultivated 

v allies 
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v allies,  the  prices  minuted  will  have,  as  in  many  other  cafes,  a reference  more 
to  the  latter  than  to  the  former;  the  generic  term,  land,  will  always  be  applied 
to  thofe  fields  in  the  contemplation  of  the  perfon  that  fpeaks  ; as  for  wafie 
mountains  it  is,  when  let,  thrown  into  the  bargain.  The  prices  may  run  ap- 
parently high,  and  yet  the  country,  taken  in  general,  not  a tenth  part  cultivated. 
At  the  famous  valley  of  Cam  pan  and  near  Bagnere  they  meafure  by  the  journal 
of  feven  hundred  Cannes,  each  canne  eight  pann  of  eight  inches.  Land  in  cul- 
ture fells  on  the  hills  at  300  or  400  liv.  (30I.  12s.  6d.)  ; in  the  country  between 
Bagnere  and  Lourd  the  journal  of  arable  fells  at  240  liv.  (21I.)  Maiz  here  is 
worth  40  liv.  the  journal  (3I.  10s.)  Such  land  lets  at  15  liv.  (il.  6s.  3d.) ; and 
the  foils  that  yields  and  lets  at  thofefums,  fells  at  300  liv.  (26I.  5s.)  paying  5 per 
cent.  At  Lefcu  the  arpent  feils  in  tne  v a le  at  500  liv.  From  Pau,  in  Bearn, 
to  Monen,  an  arpent  that  is  fown  with  four  meafures  each  of  361b.  fells  for 
from  300  to  400  liv. ; this  may  be  calculated,  without  appreheniion,  about  an 
Engliih  acre  (15I.  8s.  3d.)  From  Navareen  to  Sauveterre  the  fame  meafure 
by  feed  continues  ; wheat  produces  forty  meafures,  which,  if  my  conjecture  is 
right,  equals  twenty-four  buihels  per  acre;  in  general  twenty-feven.  (fixteen 
bufhels.).  Maiz,  from  half  a meafure  of  feed  planted  at  two  feet  fquare,  yields 
fixty  meafures ; the  price  now,  1787,  is  54 f to  5 $f.  but  in  common  varies  from 
18/  to  30 f.  In  the  vale  an  arpent  fells  at  500  liv.  (21I.  17s.  6d.)  but  near  towns 
to  800  liv.  (35I.)  From  St.  Palais  to  Anfpan.  there  are  vaft  fern  waftes,  which 
the  communities  fell ; afterwards,  when  cultivated  and  fold  by  the  proprietors, 
the  price  is  about  300  liv.  (26I.  5s.)  Faffing  Bayonne  I met,  at  St.  Vincent’s 
in  the  Landes,  feme  difficulties  in  afcertaining  what  their  arpent  was.  They 
few  four  meafures  of  rye,  each  of  361b.  and  a pair  of  good  oxen  plough  two 
arpents  a day,  which  in  this  light  fand,  and  with  their  double  bread;  plough  in 
ridging,  agreed  well  enough  with  the  feed  rye.  At  lafi  I was  ihewn  a garden 
that  contained  juft  an  arpent ; on  ftepping  I found  it  3366  fquare  yards,  whence 
it  appears  that  their  rye  is  fown  exceedingly  thick.  Pine  land,  which  is  here 
very  bad,  fells  at  60  liv.  the  arpent  (3I.  16s.  id.).  It  muft  not  be  imagined  from 
hence  that  the  pine  land  of  the  Landes  of  Bourdeaux  fells  in  this  proportion  in 
general.  Vaft  tracks  are  greatly  preferable  to  thefe,  and,  if  well  planted,  yield 
from  1 os.  to  20s.  per  acre,  and  fell  at  iol  to  20I.  an  acre,  but  ufually  1 2I.  or  13I. 
Cultivated  land  120  liv.  (7I.  12s.  2d.)  Maiz  yields  thirty  meafures  per  arpent, 
or  forty-three  meafures  per  acre.  The  produce  of  rye  the  fame,  twenty-fix 
bufhels  ; but  this  is  a great  crop.  At  Tartafs  inclofed  and  cultivated  land  fells 
at  300  liv.  (18I.  18s.  lod.)  thebeft  at  400  liv.  but  that  is  uncommon.  At  St. 
Severe  500  liv.  (33I.  10s.)  It  is  ever  thus  ; when  a country  like  this  is  in  ge- 
neral wafte,  and  the  c altivated  fpots  rich,  they  fell  them  as  they  -would  do  in 
diftricts  the  whole  of  which  are  in  culture.  About  Aire  the  arpent  fown  with 
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2401b.  of  wheat,  that  is,  with  two  facks,  each  four  meafures  of  301b.  fells  at 
1000  liv.  If  they  fow  1501b.  per  acre,  this  is  27I.  16s.  lod.  To  Plaifanee  at 
600  liv.  From  all  which  prices  of  this  diftrid:  of  heath  it  appears,  that  the 
cultivated  and  improved  lands,  or  thofe  naturally  rich  and  good,  have  been  here 
in  contemplation.  But  certainly  not  one-tenth  of  this  line  of  country  is  in  that 
fate ; for  the  general  and  predominant  features  of  the  whole  are  waftes,  of  which 
in  another  chapter. Average,— —Rent,  1 6s.  3d.  Price,  19I.  18s.  4d. 

It  is  to  be  noted  in  calculating  thefe  averages,  that  I reject  the  firfl  articles  of 
St.  Brieux  to  Mufilac,  and  the  fecond  of  Campan ; they  are  too  much  exceeding 
the  common  rates  to  be  admitted,  depending  on  merely  local  or  extraordinary 
eircumilances ; 20I.  an  acre  may,  on  a general  idea,  be  confidered  as  the  price  of 
the  land  in  thefe  diilrids  that  is  improved  and  in  regular  culture ; and  when  it 
is  recollected  that  the  enormous  waftes  are,  generally  fpeaking,  of  as  good  a foil 
naturally,  and  by  very  eafy  and  practicable  means  capable  of  being  made  equally 
productive,  and  that  they  are  to  be  hired  for  ever  at  3d.  an  acre,  the  ignorance 
of  the  people  in  breaking  up  and  improving  uncultivated  lands  will  appear 
amazing ; it  is  indeed,  of  all  the  other  branches  of  agriculture,  that  which  is  leaf: 
landerftood  in  France.  The  few  notes  taken  of  the  year’s  purchafe,  at  which 
land  fells,  give  twenty-five.  The  intereft  for  money  paid  by  land,  5 per  cent.; 
and  the  ratio  of  the  crop  of  wheat  and  rye  to  the  feed,  fix  for  one ; and  lafily, 
taking  the  average  of  Doll,  St.  Brieux,  Rofporden,  and  Lourd,  being  thofe 
places  where  rent  and  price  are  both  minuted,  it  is  il.  7s.  rent,  and  34I.  1 is.  2d. 
price;  the  grofs  receipt  of  the  landlord  therefore  does  not  amount  to  5 per  cent. 

District  of  Mountain. 


The  lame  obfervation  is  applicable  in  the  prefent  cafe ; for  though  the  pro- 
vinces of  Roufiillon,  Languedoc,  Auvergne,  Dauphine,  and  Provence  are  the 
molt  mountainous  in  France,  yet  the  great  roads  lead  moilly  along  vales ; and 
when  they  do  not,  but  crofs  the  higheft  ridges  of  thofe  mountains,  which  is  the 
cafe  in  the  Velay  and  Vivarais,  and  fomewhat  fo  in  Provence,  yet  when  the 
price  of  land  is  demanded,  the  anfwer  from  every  tongue  always  refers  to  appro- 
priated and  cultivated  fpots,  which  probably  fell  higher  than  fimilar  ones  would 
do  in  the  bell  countries.  Another  circumfiance,  in  countries  where  irrigation  is 
well  underilood,  is,  that  the  waters  of  great  tracks  of  mountains  being  directed 
over  fmall  ones  of  vallies,  to  their  prodigious  improvement,  mull  of  necefiity 
add  a value  to  them,  which  would  grofsly  deceive  us,  if  the  flighted  general  idea 
Was  formed  from  it. 

RouJjillon. 

Bellegarde  to  Perpignan,  a meafure  of  watered  arable  fells  for  1 200  liv.  and 
lets  for  50  liv.  Their  meafure  is  to  the  arpent  de  Paris  as  fifteen  to  eleven,  this 
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therefore  is  880  liv.  for  thatarpent  (50I.  is.  iod.),  and  the  rent  il.  1 is.  6d.  At 
Pia  watered  arable  fells  at  1000  liv.  (32I.  is.  3d.) ; good  arable  not  watered  at 
6coliv.  (19I.  4-S.  8d.)  ; the  vale  not  watered  30  liv.  rent  (18s.  iod.). 

Languedoc.  * 

At  Cauffan  the  federee  of  arable  land  is  fown  with  961b.  of  feed.  Mr.  Pauc~ 
ton  makes  the  federee  to  the  arpent  de  France,  as  0,3979  is  to  1,0000,  or 
19,158  feet;  this  is  1921b.  per  acre.  At  Beziers  I faw  a farm  of  250  fefterees, 
that  was  fold  for  70,000  liv.  or  250  liv.  per  federee  (21I.  17s.  6d.)  At  Carcaf- 
fonne  the  feptier  of  wheat  is  1501b.  and  they  got  on  good  land  fix  per  feiferee, 
the  federee  here  being  1024  Cannes  of  eight  panns,  this  makes  25,000  feet ; the 
produce  therefore  is  23  bufhels.  Extraordinary  crops  rife  to  ten  feptiers.  This 
province  bears  a much  greater  character  for  fertility  than  it  deferves.  Monf. 
A (true  fays  of  it,  ii  Je  ne  pretens  point  parler  ni  du  bled  ni  de  la  laine  : ces  deux 
articles  font  portes  dans  la  Languedoc  a peu  pres  au  plus  haut  point  oii  ils  puif- 
fent  alier.T”  A pretty  reafon  for  the  natural  hi  dorian  of  a province  to  fay  no 
more  about  them ! At  Narbonne  there  is  good  wool,  but  the  culture  of  corn, 
there  has  little  merit.  Another  writer  is  near  the  truth  when  he  fays,  ft  If  we 
except  what  we  call  the  Plain  of  Languedoc,  the  lower  grounds,  and  the  low 
Cevenols,  the  red,  which  makes  half  the  province*  is.,  of  all  the  countries  I 
know;  the.  mod.  ungrateful  and  the  lead  fertile T.” 


Auvergne*. 

At  Briude  and  its  vicinity,  the  fepteree  of  mountain  land  contains  1800  to  ilea, 
and  fells  at  50  to  80  liv. ; there  are  64,800  feet  in  it,  or  two  arpents  of  Paris 
( il.  13s-  3d.)  ; of  middling  land,  cultivated,  the  feptier  contains  1600  toifes,  and 
the: price  is  iqoq  liv.  (29I.  3s.  yd.) ;.  the  bed  land  meafures  1400  toifes,  and  fells 
at  2000  liv.  (661.  14s..  4d.)  What  a perplexity  to  have  a different  meafure,  ac- 
cording to  the  quality  of  the  foil ! At  a didance  from  the  town,  good  land 
iells-for  500  liv.  (16I.  13s.  yd.) ; and  middling  200  liv.  (5I.  16s.  Sd.)  At  Fix 
the  fepteree  contains  180.0  toifes,  and  the  price  of  good  land  is  Sco  liv.  but  one 
with. another,  not  more  than- 400  liv.  ( i oh  7s..  9a..  Rent  10  liv..  and  produce 
50  livA  confeq  uently  pays  only  2|.  per  cent. ; but  it  is  to  be  recollected,  that  few 


will  hire  land  on  fuch  elevated  foots ; it  is  generally  in  the  hands  of  the 
prietors..  From  hence  reach  Pradelles,  where,  the  meafures  changes  again  ; 
cartonats  make  a. journal,  and  fell  at  300  liv,  but  bad  land  down  to  30  liv.; 


four 

fome 


near  towns-  riles  to  1000. liv..  A.man  mows,  and  a pair  of  oxen  ploughs  a journal. 


* Mem.  pour,.  de  Id  Prov;  de  la.  Languedoc.  4 to,.  1737.  PrefV. 

f:  Hijl.  Kat^d#  la  Proves  la  Langueiu.  Par  M,  Genfane.  Bvo,  iv.  tom.  1777.  Tom.  iv». 
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t.  day.  At  Villeneuve  de  Berg  wheat  yields  four  for  one  of  the  feed,  in  good 
years.  The  meafure  fells  for  400  liv. 

Daupbine . 

v At  Montilimart,  the  meafure  is  the  fepteree,  which  they  fow  with  a feptier 
of  wheat  of  1031b.  fuppoiing  them  to  fow,  as  ufual  in  the  fouth  of  France,  their 
crop,  which  is  eight  for  one,  amounts  to  (23 \ bufhels.)  Gocd  arable  in  the 
vale,  that  admits  watering,  fells  at  400  liv.  (27I.  19s.  id.)  Not  watered  200  liv. 
( 1 3 1 . iqs.  6d.)  ; the  word:  150  liv.  (iol.  9s.  yd.)  Rent  of  good  land  in  the  vale, 
when  let,  24  liv.  (il.  13s.  3d.) ; of  the  middling  18  liv.  and  of  the  bad  10  liv. — - 
Eftates  pay  4 per  cent. 

Provence. 

At  Avignon,  we  meet  with  the  fame  difficulty  in  difcovering  the  meafure  of 
land  accurately  as  at  Montilimart.  I mud:  therefore  take  the  feed  for  my  guide 
here  alfo.  The  falma  of  wheat  weighs  4001b,  but  the  pound  is  not  the  poid  de 
marc;  it  is  to  that  weight  as  0,8375  is  to  1,0000,  or  4771b.  Their  meafure  of 
land  is  the  falma  alfo;  but  it  is  not  to  be  afcertained  by  the  fuppodtion  of  feed* 
Arable  land,  near  the  city,  fells  at  1200  to  3000  liv.  Wheat  yields  eight,  ten, 
and  twelve  for  one  of  the  feed.  Meadows  are  meafured  by  the  eymena , which 
fpace  yields  a ton  of  hay.  At  Lille  arable  fells  at  400  liv.  the  eymenay  if  planted 
with  mulberries ; if  without  them  200  liv.  and  down  to  120  liv.  Pafs  from 
hence,  by  the  Crau  to  Aix,  where  they  meafure  by  the  carteree  of  600  Cannes, — 
thecanne  eight  panns ; the  pann  nine  inches  and  three  lines,  or  21,600  feet.  Arable 
600  liv.  the  carteree  (47I.  5s.)  Land  pays  4 per  cent.  At  Tour  d’Aigues,  their 
meafure  is  the  foma  of  1400  camies,  or  50,400  feet.  Arable  fells  at  200  to  500 liv* 
average  400  liv.  (13I.  6s.  iod.)  Of  wheat,  they  fow  eight  pannaux  of  321b. 
2561b.  on  good  land ; but  the  pound  here  is  the  poid  de  table  ; thefe  make, 
therefore,  only  2 2olb.  poid  de  marc.  ( 1 671b.)  On  bad  land,  however,  they  fow 
but  one-fourth  of  this  quantity,  which  is  a mod:  extraordinary  circumftance.  A 
good  product  is  eight  for  one;  a bad  one  four  for  one;  and  the  medium  of  the 
didrid:  five  (14  buffiels),  which  is  a fad  proof  of  miferable  hufbandrv.  If,  how- 
ever, the  wheat  is  put  in  with  their  hough  indead  of  the  plough,  in  which  way 
the  ground  is  birred  deeper  and  better,  they  get  feven  or  eight  for  one  (20 bufhels). 
The  bed  purchafes  do  not  pay  more  than  4 per  cent.  At  Marfeilles,  the  cele- 
brated Abbe  Raynal  allured  me,  that  he  had  been  informed  by  many  agricultu- 
rids,  who  well  know  France,  that  the  whole  kingdom  does  not  produce  more  than 
4!  for  one  of  the  feed,  on  an  average.  And  on  my  return  from  Italy,  palling 
near  Lyons,  I was  informed,  that  that  province  does  not  yield  more  than  four 
for  one ; and  alfo,  that  the  common  price  of  arable  land  is  half  that  of  meadow. 
And  as  at  this  place  l am  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fub- province  of  Brefle, 
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which  is  a part  of  the  generality  of  Dijon,  I (hall  add  here,  from  the  informa- 
tion of  the  very  ingenious  Monf.  Varenne  de  Fenille,  that  throughout  that 
province,  the  meafure  of  land  is  the  coupee of  6250  feet,  which  is  fown  with  a 
coupee  of  wheat  of  22lb.  the  average  value  of  which,  for  many  years,  is  2 liv. 
but  on  an  average  of  the  lad  ten  years,  at  4 4/! — the  common  product  is  five 
for  one  (i2f  budiels);  but  maiz  yields  at  lead:  twelve  for  one.  Before  I take 
leave  of  this  diltridt  of  mountain,  I fhould  obferve,  that  by  far  the  greater  part 
of  all  thefe  provinces  bears  no  rent  at  all,  and  yields  no  other  produce  than  what 
refults  from  paduring  cattle  in  the  mountains  during  the  fummer  feafon,  the 
amount  of  which  is  very  trifling*.  Perhaps  feven-eights  of  Languedoc  are 
mountainous  ; half  of  Provence  or  more  ; three-fourths  of  Auvergne ; and  two- 
thirds  of  Dauphine.  Thefe  immenfe  diftridts  of  mountain,  abound,  it  is  true, 
with  lovely  vallies,  but  their  breadth  is  ufually  inconfiderable ; nor  do  the  cul- 
tivated Hopes  bear  any  proportion  to  the  parts  abfolutely  wade.  Thefe  vad 
tracks  uninclofed,  unappropriated,  and  generally  common  to  the  refpedtive  com- 
munities, have  no  other  fixed  price  than  what  they  fometimes  are  fold  for  to  in- 
dividuals, which  is  noted  under  the  head  of  wade  lands.  The  value  is  too  fmall 
to  be  an  objedt  of  this  inquiry.  The  feigneurs,  who  podefs  the  fame  rights,  fell 
and  def  them  at  a dill  cheaper  rate.  The  vicinity  of  fuch  great  tracks  of  moun- 
tains is  a caufe  for  vale  lands  felling  at  a much  higher  price  than  they  other- 
wife  would.  In  France,  hay  and  draw  are  almod  the  only  articles  of  the  winter 
food  of  cattle  and  fheep.  This  miferable  ceconomy  gives  a value  to  meadow- 
ground,  which  in  a better  fydem  would  probably  dnk  full  half : and  for  the 
fame  reafon  arable  lands  are  greatly  railed  in  their  price.  The  more  cattle  the 
poffelTors  can  keep  on  the  mountains  in  fummer,  fo  much  the  more  valuable  are 
all  cultivated  lands. Average, — Rent,  17s.  yd.  Price,  21I.  7s.  yd. 

The  average  thus  dated  is  that  of  land  improved  and  cultivated,  and  chiefly 
vales,  in  this  mountainous  didridt.  I may  add  alfo,  that  the  rate  per  cent,  paid 
by  purchafes  varies  from  two  one -half  to  four,  which  are  the  extremes ; the  mean 
may  be  dated  at  three  one-half,  and  perhaps  three  three-fourths.  The  product  of 
wheat  and  rye,  proportioned  to  the  feed,  rifes  from  four  for  one,  to  ten  for  one, 
but  the  latter  is  in  watered  vales;  fuch  advantages  excepted,  about  four  or  five 
for  one.  Ladly,  let  me  obferve,  that  on  feledting  Rouflillon,  Languedoc,  and 
Dauphine,  articles  which  have  both  rent  and  price  minuted,  I find  the  average 
of  them  to  be,  rent  il.  3d.  price  22I.  4d. 

* The  beft  mountains  in  this  refpecl,  that  I heard  of,  are  thofe  that  begin  at  Colmars,  and  at  Bar- 
celonetta,  which  are  covered  with  a good  turfj  and  in  fummer  feed  an  immenfe  number  of  cattle 
ar.d  fheep. 


District 
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District  of  Stony  Soils. 

Loraine . 

At  St.  Menehoud,  good  arable  fells  for  250  to  300  liv.  the  journal  of  21,384 
feet  (21I.  1 is,  4d.) ; but  fome  is  fo  low  as  10  liv.  (15s.)  To  Braban  the  lame 
price : but  near  that  place,  whole  farms  through,  the  land  of  all  forts  included, 
80  liv.  (61.  6s.)  At  Verdun  good  arable  300  to  500  liv.  ( 3 1 1.  10s.);  but  upon, 
the  hills  fome  fo  low  as  10  to  20  liv.  (il.  2s.  pd.)  At  Mar-le-Tours  arable 
400  liv.  (3 1 1.  1 os . ) ; and  in  the  way  to  Metz,  where  the  meafare  changes  to 
22,575  feet,  by  one  account,  and  to  480  perch,  at  eight  feet  two  inches,  by 
another;  the  latter  is  3 1,680  feet,  and  they  meafure  wheat  by  the  franchar  of 
42lb.  The  uncertainty  of  the  meafure  makes  a good  deal  of  intelligence  which 
I received  ufelefs.  At  Metz,  where  the  meafure  is  22,575  ^eet>  011  the  bed:  land 
wheat  yields  5 f for  one,  viz.  one  quartier  of  feed,  at  5 liv.  1 $f.  yields  5 \ quartiers, 
or  3 1 liv.  12 f'y  fome  to  low  as  3!  for  one.  Arable  fells  at  150  liv.  (1  il.  4s.) 
Eftates  produce  neat  3 1 to  4 per  cent,  and  fell  for  24  years  purchafe.  At  Pont 
aMouffon  another  meafure  300  verge  of  10  feet,  the  foot  10  inches,  or  16,200 
feet.  I fhall  enter  the  intelligence  as  I received  it,  but  fome  of  the  rates  ap- 
pear extraordinary ; I am  not,  however,  allowed  to  doubt,  as  my  authority  was 
the  bed  the  country  could  afford.  Bad  arable  land  in  the  plain  fells  at  300  liv. 
this  is  (reducing  both  meafure  and  money,  for  here  31  liv.  make  but  24  liv.  in 
France)  24I.  13s.;  of  a middling  quality  it  fells  at  500  liv.  (40I.  12s.  id,);  fome 
at  1000  liv.  (79I.  12s.  2d.)  The  bed:  wheat  produces  feven  quartiers,  at  1301b. 
but  this  is  uncommon;  the  general  produce  is  four  fuch  quartiers  (23  bufhels). 
One  perfon  here  informed  me,  that  the  bed:  produce  is  ten  quartiers,  the  middling 
feven,  and  the  word:  three;  but  as  this  would  make  the  average  40  bufhels,  I 
rejedt  the  intelligence,  and  adhere  to  what  I have  noted  above.  I have  been 
recommended  to  at  lead:  a dozen  perfons  in  France  connected  nearly  with  agri- 
culture, who  did  not  know  and  could  not  difcover  the  meafure  of  the  place 
where  they  lived,  if,  unfortunately,  the  arpenteur  was  abfent,  or  non-reiident  in 
the  town.  Rents  in  the  plain  from  30  to  50  liv,  (3L  3s.  iod.).  Edates  pay 
3 to  3 1 per  cent.  At  Nancy  the  arpent  contains  19,360  feet,  or  250  toifes  of 
10  perch.  Arable  land  fells  at  500  liv.  (33I.  17s.  6d.);  fome  at  700  liv. ; the 
word  at  250  liv.  (16I.  8s.  9d.)  E dates  fubjedt  to  feudal  honorific  rights  pay 
3 to  3 1 per  cent. ; others  not  fubjedt  five.  At  Luneville  finding  alfo  fome  diffi- 
culty in  afcertaining  the  meafure  of  land,  I depped  a piece  that  was  exadtly  a 
journal,  and  found  it  to  contain  1974  yards,  or  15,620  French  feet.  Arable 
land  near  good  villages  fells  at  300  liv.  (24I.  17s.  iod.)  but  more  commonly  at 
124  liv.  (iol.  7s.  3d.)  A good  produce  of  wheat  is  three  razeau  of  iSolb.  this 
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the  pound  being  to  the  poid  de  marc  as  0,9309  is  to  1,0000,  equals  23  bufhels  % 
a middling  two  razeau  (15!  bufhels)  ; the  worft  if  (1 1 § bufhels.)  To  Haming 
arable  fells  at  100  to  200  liv.  the  journal  (12I.  8s.  nd.),  and  lets  at  10  liv* 
(8s.  gd.) 

Alface . 

To  Befort  the  bed:  land  600  liv.  but  in  general  arable  250  liv.  the  journal  of 
800  toifes  (14I.  ns.  4d.)  They  fow  this  meafure  with  four  quartiers  of  wheat, 
each  421b.  (2241b.)  produce  thirteen  to  fixteen  quartiers  (14!  are  12  bufh.) 
The  common  price  of  the  fack  is  1 6 liv.  or  for  4,  64  liv.  Barley  half  the  value, 
32  liv. — total  produce,  in  three  years,  as  the  courfeis, — i,  fallow, — 2,  wheat, 
3,  fpring  corn,  96  liv. — Rent  of  inch  land  11  liv.  ( 1 2s.  3d.).  At  Ifle,  the  journal 
contains  four  quartiers,  each  ninety  perch,  at  nine  feet,  or  29,160  feet.  Land, 
in  general,  fells  from  240  to  400  liv.  ( 1 81.  5s.  9b.)  The  produce  of  wheat, 
twelve  to  twenty  quartiers,  at  40  lb.  (15!  bufhels.) 

Tranche  Compte. 

The  journal  of  Befanpon  is  360  perch,  at  pf  feet,  or  33,507  feet.  Very  bad 
arable  land  is  to  be  had  for  50  liv.  (2I.  1 is.  lod.)  ; but  lome  rifes  to  1 500  liv, 
{77I.  15s.)  and  thefe  prices  are  the  extremes;  in  common,  500  liv.  (251. 18s.  4b.) 
The  produce  of  wheat  is  two  to  five  meafares  of  401b.  (from  36  to  5olb.)  on  an 
oeuvre^  the  eight  of  a journal.- — at  three,  this  is  20  buihels.  Eftates  pay  fcarcely 
4 per  cent. ; and  in  the  mountains,  on  the  frontiers  of  Switzerland,  only  2f . To 
Orechamps,  in  the  fiat  rich  vale,  a journal  fells  at  700  liv.  (36I.  5s.  8d.)  All  I 
faw  of  Franehe  Compte,  is  under  a wretched  culture;  fallows  very  general,  yet 
the  com  poor ; and  where  there  are  exceptions,  which  do  not  often  occur,  frill 
the  management  is  without  merit.  The  culture  of  maiz  is  a good  feature,  but 
it  is  neither  fiourifhing  nor  clean,  and  much  mixed  with  hemp. 


Burgundy . 

About  Longeau,  the  meafure  is  the  journal  of  360  perch,  of  nine  feet,  or 
28,800  feet.  The  common  price  of  land  600  liv.  (34I.  19s.  2d.)  The  meafure 
of  wheat  holds  321b.  and  a journal  yields  to  50  (41  bufhels) ; but  this  is  an  ex- 
traordinary crop, — thirty  are  more  common  (24  bufhels) ; maiz  yields  forty 


measures  (32  bufheis),  befides  ten  to  twenty-five  meafure  ofharricots:  barley 
thirty-five  meafure.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Dijon,  where  the  journal  is  the 


fame  as  the  arpent  de  Paris,  arable  fells  for  200  liv.  (jql,  7s.  pd.)  to  600  liv. 
( 3 1 1.  3s.  3d.)  And  the  half  produce  of  wheat,  which  the  landlord  receives 
from  the  metayer , five  meafares  of  45IR  (5  bufhels).  The  land  yields,  however. 


much  more  than  10  bufhels,  for  there  are  deductions  for  certain- expences  of  cul- 


ture before  he  takes  his  half,  as  tythe,  haryefl,  and  threfhing.  At  Nuys  the 
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journal  of  arable  fells  at  300  to  400  liv.  (1 81.  3s.  6d.)  It  has  been  impofiible  to 
avoid,  in  this  diAridt,  general  errors  flowing  from  the  intelligence  received* 
being  much  more  in  reference  to  good  land,  and  fuch  as  has  been  long  culti- 
vated and  improved,  than  an  average  of  the  whole.  In  the  chapter  of  univer- 
ial  produce,  which  includes  every  fpecies  of  land,  this  diAricl  does  not  clafs 
high  ,*  it  is,  on  the  contrary,  among  the  worA  cultivated  in  the  kingdom, 
after  the  diAridt  of  heath,  Sologne,  the  Bourbonnois,  and  Nivernois,  I 
know  none  worfe : much  is  waAe,  and  more  under  culture  is  negledted, 
vet  land  in  the  rich  flat  vales^  through  which  the  rivers  lead,  is  fertile 
enough  to  command  great  prices,  and  to  yield  large  products,  even  with  bad 
management.  Immenfe  tracks  in  Loraine  are  plagued  with  common  rights,, 
which  are  more  general  than  in  moA  of  the  other  provinces.  Where  thefe  are 
found,  hufbandry  cannot  flourifh.  The  good  Duke  of  Loraine,  the  wifeA  and 
moA  benevolent  fovereign  of  his  age,  feems  to  have  done  nothing  in  this  refpect,, 
and  without  it  the  province  willcontinue  what  it  is,  one  of  the  pooreA  in  France*, 
It  is  a bad  flgn,  when  you  find  the  pay  of  troops  reckoned  a great  blefiing. 
If  you  believe  the  people  of  thefe  provinces,  Loraine,  without  her  garrifons>  and 
Franche  Compte  without  her  forges,  would  both  be  defolate ; a fine  mark, 
that  agriculture  is  ill  underAood,  and.  overfiocked  with  ufelefs  hands,  or  rather 
mouths. Average, — Price,  21I.  10s.  2d.— Product,  i8bufhels. 

I calculating  this  average,  I reject  merely  local  advantages  of  the  vicinity  of 
Befancon.  I fhould  add  here,  as  before,  that  land,  in  this  difirict,  fells  at  twenty- 
four  years  purchafe,  and  yields  from  2§  to  5 per  cent. average  3I-.  The. 
average  of  the  minutes,  where  both. rent  and  price  are  noted,-— rent,  il,  8s.  3d.  ;, 
price,  35L  iqs.  pd. 

District  of  Chalk. 


Sologne . 

Sologne  has  not  a chalk  foil;  But  I faw  in  feveral  places  a very  good  clay  marl,; 
and  as  the  province  is  nearly  furrouiided  by  a calcareous  one,  I think  I am  juf- 
flfied  in  my  arrangement  of  it,  notwithAanding  Monf.  d’Autroche  fays  it  has 
no  calcareous  Aones  A In  oailing;  from  Orleans  to  La  Ferte  Lowendahl,  this 

i o 

moA' wretched  of  the  French  provinces  is  entered.  Poverty  and  miiery  pervade 
the  whole ; agriculture  is  at  its  loweA  ebb,  and.  yet  every  where  it  is  capable  of 
being  made  rich  and  flouriflhing;.  Between  thief©  towns  are  twelve  miles  of  a 
poor  fiat  fandy  gravel;,  tor  the  firA  mile  from  Orleans  improved ; but  all  the 
re  A in  a miferable  Aate  ; many  neglected  lands  covered  with  heath.  It  yields 
nothin  hut  rye  the  crops  are-  wretched,  -that  being  fown  is  a fatire  upon- 

* Page  2-4,. 

tha 
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the  kingdom.  Rent  of  an  arpent  of  France,  4 liv.  (3s.)  3 but  wade  for  fhcep- 
walk  given  into  the  bargain,  which  is  of  a much  greater  extent.  Near  La 
Ferte  4 \ liv.  all  here  gained  through  the  medium  of  metayers.  To  La  Motte 
Beuvron  400  liv.  for  1 50  mines  of  land,  three  mines  making  two  arpents  3 this 
is  not  quite  4 liv.  but  much  rough  ground  for  cattle  and  fheep  thrown  in. — « 
Miferable  rye  and  buck- wheat,  the  only  crops  : the  farmers  think  the  former  pro- 
miiing  this  year,  which  I am  clear  will  not  produce  two  quarters  the  acre.  To 
Nonan-le-Fuzelier,  the  fame  country  and  hulhandry,  and  the  rye  this  year  no 
more  than  one-half  to  one  quarter  per  acre.  To  La  Loge,  nearly  the  fame,, 
and  not  one-tenth  of  it  cultivated.  They  fow  here  a vernal  rye,  which  is  a true 
fpring  corn,  that  will  not  fucceed  if  fown  in  autumn.  It  is  committed  to  the 
ground  in  March  or  April,  yet  the  crop  is  out  only  one  week  later  than  the  com- 
mon rye  3 the  produce  not  quite  fo  large.  Buck- wheat  yields  S to  12  fep tiers 
per  fepteree — the  feptier  holds  1 2olb.  rye  3 this  is  ten  bufhels  upon  the  land  that 
is  fown  with  two.  Rye  yields  three  to  one  of  the  feed.  At  Salbris,  newly 
broken  up  land  yields  12  boifeau  of  rye,  of  131b.  per  meafure  of  land,  of  which 
there  are  12  in  a fepteree,  or  12  fep  tiers  of  1561b.  3 and  advancing,  rye  produces 
three  feptiers  the  fepteree  3 it  is  nearly  an  acre— * the  crop  is  therefore  about  one 
quarter  per  acre.  Upon  Sologne,  in  general,  I ihould  obferve,  that  a gentle- 
man of  the  province  has  calculated  it  to  contain  250  leagues  fquare,  or  a million 
of  arpents  * 3 — and  that  the  net  rent  of  it,  without  the  landlord  furnifhing  the 
cattle,  is  only  20  f.  to  2 $Jl  per  arpent  one  with  another.  Another  writer  fays, 
the  word: lands  in  the  province,  fell  at  no  liv.  per  arpent  -y*  de Paris  (5I.  148.3d.); 
he  means  cultivated  I prefume  (for  certainly  the  wades  bring  no  fuch  price). 
I can  believe  this  from  the  view  I took  of  it  3 and  furely  nothing  can  be  a more 
fevere  fatire  on  the  agriculture  of  a country  ! — Goverment  and  the  gentry 
are  equally  to  blame.  I have  feldom  feen  a country  fo  eadly  capable  of  improve- 
ment, for  the  foil  is  fand  or  gravel,  and  under  it  is  every  where  found  clay,  or 
clay  marl. 

Saintonge. 

In  returning  northwards,  re-enter  the  chalk  didrict  in  this  province*  At 
La  Grawle  the  meafure  is  thirty-two  carreaux,  each  eighteen  feet  fquare,  or 
10,368  feet  3 fells  at  10  liv.  (il.  12s.  4d.)  being  very  bad,  but  better  foils  at 
30  liv.  (4I.  17s.)  At  Rignac  the  foil  being  drongand  good,  the  Paris  arpent, 
which  is  the  common  Saintonge  * meafure,  fells  for  600  liv.  (3 1 1.  3s.  iod.) 
Wheat  produces  ten  facks  of  1501b.  (32  bufhels)  but  this  is  an  extraordinary 
crop,  feven  and  a half  much  more  common  (24  bufhels).  At  Barbedeux  they 
fow  wheat  two  years  in  fuccefdon  3 the  drd  crop  twelve  to  fifteen  boifeau  per 
journal  3 the  fecond  eight  or  nine  : a fudicient  proof  of  their  barbarifm* 

* jVIemoire  fur  1’amelioration  de  la  Sologne,  par  M.  d’Autroche.  8vo.  1787.  p.  4. 

4 Credit  National , p.  114. 


Angeumots 
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Angoumois . 

The  journal  is  to  that  of  France,  as  0,674  is  to  1,000,  which  is  fomething 
more  than  the  arpent  de  Paris,  At  Petignac  good  land  fells  at  400  liv. 
(20I.  16s.  9d.)  but  had,  by  which  they  mean  chalk  foils,  yields  little  or  nothing, 
if  others  are  bought  with  them.  At  Roulet  the  arpent  is  one  and  a half  journal 
of  200  carreaux,  each  twelve  feet,  or  28,800  feet.  Maiz  here  produces  thirty 
to  forty  boifeau,  which  contains  451b.  of  wheat  (38  bufhels).  Wheat  twenty- 
five  boifeau  the  firfl  crop  (26  bufhels),  but  the  fecond  not  above  fixteen 
(17  bufhels) ; and  all  thefe  crops  are  on  the  belt  lands  only ; inferior  ones  pro- 
duce much  lefs.  At  Angouleme  wheat  yields  twelve  boifeau  the  journal,  the 
boifeau  78  to  921b.  Strong  land  fells  at  200  liv.  (nl.  12s.  9d.)  At  Verteuil 
the  journal  is  200  carreaux,  each  12  feet  fquare,  which  is  the  fame  as 
atBoulet;  land  fells  at  300  liv.  (il.  10s.)  being  from  20  to  25  years  purchafe; 
rent  12  liv.  (14s.)  They  fow  more  than  a boifeau  of  wheat,  of  8olb.  per  jour- 
nal (90  is  i2olb.  per  Englifh  acre)  ; produce  five  (10  bufhels).  At  Caudac 
wheat  three  facks  per  journal,  the  fack  two  boifeau,  the  boifeau  70  to  8olb. 
(11  bufhels) ; maiz  4!  facks  (16 § bufhels).  Upon  Angoumois  in  general  I may 
obferve,  that  the  only  pofiible  method  of  cultivating  land  well  in  fuch  a province, 
would  be  by  fainfoin  and  turnips  being  well  underftood  j of  the  latter  they  have 
not  an  idea ; and  the  former  though  not  abfolutely  unknown,  is  yet  fo  very 
weakly  and  fparing  cultivated,  that  there  is  not  one  acre  where  there  ought  to 
be  a thoufand.  When  chalks  are  farmed  upon  the  common  routine  of  ma- 
nagement that  pervades  all  France,  no  wonder  we  hear  of  fuch  miferable  crops. 
The  province  does  not,  on  an  average,  produce  one -fourth  of  what  fimilar  land 
in  England  yields, 

. Poitou , 

At  Ruffec  they  take  their  crops  of  wheat  in  fuccefiion  ; produce  of  the  firfl, 
12  to  16  boifeau  of  8o!b.  ; of  the  fecond,  fix  to  nine ; and  of  the  third  three. 
At  Coute  Yerac  12  boifeau  per  iournal,  on  land  that  fells  at  100  liv.  For  many 
miles  to  Poitiers,  the  country  all  appears  as  badly  cultivated  as  it  is  fombre  to  the 
eye,  being  one  of  the  moil  dreary  I have  feen  in  France.  The  products  run 
very  low,  if  I may  judge  by  the  flate  of  the  bubbles,  and  from  the  fcattered 
hints,  rather  than  information,  I received,  it  does  not  yield  the  half  of  what  a 
little  better  hufbandry  would  enable  it  to  do.  At  Clain  the  meafure  is  the  boife- 
lee  of  16  chains  fquare,  each  chain  10  feet,  or  25,600  feet,  which  fpace  yields 
12  to  18  boifeau  of  321b.  of  rye  (13  bufhels).  The  fame  meafure  of  land  fells 
at  LaTricherie  at  60  to  90  liv.  (41. 1 8s.) ; at  Chateaurault  for  60  liv.  (3I.  18s.  9d.) 
Rye  produces  10  boifeau  (8  bufhels).  Advancing,  the  foil  improves  a little ; 

it  fells  at  too  liv.  (61.  I is.  2d.-)  and  produces  12  to  14  boifeau  of  rye. 

y y Pour ai ns 
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At  Beauvais  loamy  land  fells  at  i oo  liv.  the  arpent,  but  chalky  foils  at  only 
half  that  fum.  Wheat  after  fainfoin  yields  80  boifeau,  but  after  fallow  only  20, 
I am  fo  much  in  doubt  what  the  arpent  is,  and  what  the  boifeau,  that  I give  no 
reduction  5 they  told  us  the  former  was  100  chain  of  12  feet.  At  Montbazon 
the  arpent  of  100  chain,  each  25  feet  fquare,  or  62,500  feet,  fells  at  3 to  8 liv. 
the  chain,  or  300  to  800  liv.  the  arpent  (14I.  16s.  yd.)  Wheat  yields  50  gerbs, 
each  1 f boifeau  ( 1 6 bufhels)  barley  now  cutting,  and  not  two  quarters  per 
Englifh  acre.  At  Tours  large  purchafes  pay  5 per  cent,  but  fmall  ones  3!. 
Amboife,  an  arpent  of  land  200  liv.  To  Blois  the  belt  land  300  liv.  ( 1 51. 12s.  46.) 
There  are  12  boifelee  in  the  arpent,  fown  with  a boifeau  of  feed  of  iolb. 

( 1 571b-)* 

Cologne, 

Re-enter  this  province,  where  it  has  no  fuch  miferable  countenance  as  in  the 
part  we  palled  before.  To  Chambord  the  arpent  1600  toifes,  the  rent  of 
which  is  24  liv.  (14s.)  but  this  is  the  beft  land  only  ; the  general  produce  be- 
ing, vines  excepted,  very  low.  To  Orleans  pafs  fome  buck- wheat,  that  will 
not  yield  more  than  five  or  fix  bufhels  an  acre  3 rent  of  lands  8 liv.  (4S.  2d.). 

Champagne . 

To  Chateau  Thiery  the  vale  arable  lets  at  12  liv.  the  arpent  (8s.  2d.)  ; but 
the  hills  are  poor,  and  yield  much  lefs.  All  the  products  I fee  are  miferably 
poor,  yet  the  foil  is  a good  loam.  Near  Mareuil  farms  are  let  at  the  third  franc, 
paying  the  landlord  by  that  diviiion  20  to  24  liv.  the  arpent  ( 1 6s.)  Land  fells  at 
thirty  years  purchafe,  and  pays  5 pet  cent.  At  Epernay  eftates  in  general  pay 
3 per  cent.  The  chalky  marl  of  the  vale,  for  four  miles  before  Rheims,  has 
not  much  wheat,  but  a great  deal  of  rye,  which  is  by  far  the  cleaned:  corn  I 
have  feen  this  year  in  France,  urdefs  the  poor  have  weeded  the  ftubble  for  their 
cows.  Price  200  to  250  liv.  the  arpent  of  France  (yl.  1 6s.  yd.)  In  the  country 
between  La  Loge  and  Chalons  there  is  much  that  has  been  fold  at  30  liv.  the 
arpent  (iL  is.)  and  fome  even  at  6 liv.  (4s.  2d.)  ; and  many  tracks  let  at  20/i 
(8d.)  ; and  much  is  left  wafte  to  weeds,  not  being  deemed  worth  fowing,  that 
would  yield  famfoin  worth  three  guineas  an  acre.  To  Ove,  the  miferably  poor 
chalky  foils  fell  at  48  liv.  the  journal  (il.  1 3s.  3d.)  and  fome  at  2 y liv.  ( 1 8s.  4d.)  y 
nor  can  any  thing  be  more  wretched  than  the  products.  With  regard  to  the 
whole  province  I ftiould  note  here,  that  the  provincial  aflembly,  in  their  return 
of  the  whole,  ftated,  that  Champagne  contained  four  millions  of  arpents,  the 
rental  of  which  was  20,000,000  liv.  and  the  grofs  product  60,000,000  liv  j this 
makes  the  produce  15  liv.  (10s.) — and  the  rent  5 liv.  (3s,  6d.)  j which  valua- 
tions- 
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tlons  clearly  fhew,  that  great  tvaftes  are  fuppofed  to  yield  little  or  nothing  ; for 
the  product  of  vines,  and  the  lands  on  the  rivers,  is  confiderable.  Land  fells  in. 
Champagne  as  it  fells  elfewhere,  according  to  the  in te reft  expected  to  be  made 
by  it ; the  price,  therefore,  follows  the  culture  ; the  rent,  where  met  dyers  are  the 
tenants,  depends  abfolutely  upon  the  produce  ; while  agriculture,  therefore 
(vineyards  excepted),  is  at  fuch  a low  and  miferable  pitch,  the  landlord  can  rea~ 
fonably  expedt  nothing  more  than  the  pittance  he  receives  at  prefent.  But  the 
improvements  to  be  made  in  this  country  are  immenfe,  by  means  of  artificial 
grades,  turnips,  and  £heep.  But  the  ftupid  ignorance  of  the  landlords,  and  the 
pernicious  prejudices  they  inherit  for  the  army,  in  common  with  other  French- 
men, remove  all  pity  of  their  condition  ; they  receive  the  full  meafure  of  their 
merit ; but  the  poverty  of  the  peafantry  truly  deferves  compafiiom  Upon  the 
whole,  the  poor  chalk  provinces  muft  be  coniidered  as  the  worft  cultivated  in 
France;  and  no  wonder;  the  proper  management  of  this  foil  depends  abfolutely 
on  three  things,  turnips,  grades  and  fheep,  neither  of  which  is  known  here  any 
more  than  among  the  Hurons.  This  circumftance  is  decifive. 

Average, — Rent,  6s.  9d.  Price,  9I.  is.  5d.  Product,  13I  bufhels. 

Land  in  thefe  di  ft  rifts  fells,  at  an  average,  at  25  years  purchafe ; yields  4 per 
cent,  interefton  the  capital  inverted  ; and  the  produce  of  wheat  and  rye  is  four 
for  one  of  the  feed.  There  are  but  two  minutes  that  contain,  in  the  fame  ar- 
ticle, both  rent  and  price.  The  average  is  10s.  4b.  rent,  and  12I.  13s.  3d,  price  : 
it  pays,  therefore,  about  4 per  cent,  by  this  account;  and  it  ftiGuld  beobferved, 
that  the  rent  is  not  a net  produce — for  the  landlord  has  his  vingtiemes  to  pay 
out  of  it. 

District  of  Gravel. 

“Burgundy . 

At  Autun  is  the  feparation  between  the  various  ftony  foils  of  the  reft  of  this 
province,  the  lands  of  which  are  high,  and  the  plain  gravelly  through  which 
the  Loire  runs.  The  meafure  is  the  boifelee,  the  fpace  which  a boiieau  of  rye 
fows  that  contains  401b.  ; at  i6oib.  per  English  acre,  the  boifelee  would  be 
about  9600  French  feet.  As  to  rent,  nothing  can  be  difcovered  accurately, 
without  details,  which  few  landlords  would  know  how  to  give;  for  grafs,  wade, 
and  wood  are  thrown  into  the  bargain  to  the  farmer,  and  he  divides  rye  and 
cattle  with  the  landlord ; as  to  price,  the  only  information  I could  get  from  a 
perfon  who  I fhould  have  thought  qualified  to  anfwer  many  queries  was,  that  an 
eftate  which  yields  500  boifeau  of  rye,  with  grafs,  wafte,  and  wood  proportioned 
to  the  practice  of  the  country  in  general,  would  fell  for  30,000  liv.  At  Luzy 
rye,  in  a good  year,  yields  five  or  fix  for  one  of  the  feed.  The  whole  country 
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from  Autun  to  Bourbon  Lancy  is  a granite,  or  gravel  foil,  and ’no  produce  to 
be  feen  but  very  miferable  rye. 

Bourbonnois, 

At  Chavanne  they  fow  a boifeau  of  rye  of  2olb.  on  a boifelee  of  land,  the  pro- 
duce in  a good  year  five  or  fix  for  one.  An  eflate  to  be  fold  here,  confifling  of 
three  farms,  which  yield,  by  metaying , 3000  liv.  a year,  and  the  price  afked 
80,000  liv.  but  to  be  had  for  60,000  liv.  confequently  pays  5 per  cent.  At  Mou- 
lins  the  arpent  contains  eight  boifelees,  each  of  168  toifes  fquare,  or  48,  $84  feet, 
and  in  the  boifelee  6048  feet.  Good  arable  fells  at  150  to  200  liv.  the  arpent 
(51.  19s.  iod.),  but  there  is  much  fo  bad  as  to  be  had  for  12  liv.  the  arpent 
(7s.  iod.)  All  purchafes  pay  5 per  cent.  They  fow  i6olb..  of  rye  per  arpent 
(1401b.),  and  get  four  or  five  times  the  feed.  In  the  neighbourhood  an  eftate 
of  10,000  liv.  a year  to  be  fold,  the  price  afked  300,000  liv.  but  timber,  &c.  &c. 
given  in  reduce  it  to  2 50,000  liv. ; it  would  pay  4 per  cent,  neat  for  the  money, 
by  the  miferable  produce  of  3 \ or  4 liv.  (2s.  6d.)  per  arpent  for  the  landlord’s 
half,  to  gain  which  he  is  obliged,  like  all  his  neighbours,  to  provide  the  whole 
live  flock  of  the  farms ; take  the  price  at  250,000  liv.  (1 0,937k)  and  the  annual 
rent  at  10,000  liv.  (437I.)  at  2s.  6d.  per  Englifh  acre,  and  there  will  be  3496 
acres,  at  the  price  of  3I.  2s.  6d.  per  acre.  This  eflate  yields  annually  538 1 
boifeau  of  rye,  at  2olb.  (at  551b.  Englifh  the  bufhel,  this  is  2i5obufhels,  and 
at  3s.  the  bufhel  is322l.  10s.) ; the  produce  is  five  for  one  of  the  feed.  At  La 
Palife  rye  produces  four  for  one.  The  gravelly  plain  continues  to  Neuf- 
moutier. 

Nivernois . 

All  I law  of  this  province  refembles  the  Bourbonnois  in  foil,  culture,  and 
produce ; rye  here,  as  there,  is  aimoft  the  only  crop  j but  there  are  more  varia- 
tions, for  oats  are  fometimes  taken  after  the  rye,  and  there  are  diflribts  that 
produce  fome  wheat.  The  gravelly  plain  of  the  Loire,  which  includes  thefe 
two  provinces,  commences  to  the  S.  at  Roanne,  in  the  Lyonnois.  I fhall  in 
general  obferve  upon  this  gravelly  diflridl,  that  it  is  one  of  the  mofl  improveablc 
I have  any  where  feen  ; much  might  be  done  in  it,  by  a hufbandry  well  adapted 
to  fheep,  for  which  fpecies  of  flock  both  the  provinces  are  admirably  calculated ; 
and  I fhould  add,  that  it  is  hardly  pofiible  to  conceive  any  thing  more  defpicable 
than  the  breed  of  that  animal  which  is  found  here ; rye-flraw,  the  winter  pro- 
vifion,  inflead  of  turnips,  is  fufficient  to  explain  it.  Nothing  can  hardly  be 
poorer  than  the  metayers  of  the  Bourbonnois  3 and  the  landlords  feel  the  effects 
of  their  poverty  in  a manner  that  one  would  think  fufficient  to  open  their  eyes 
to  their  real  fituation.  They  receive  about  2s.  6d.  an  acre,  on  an  average,  not  for 
the  rent  of  the  land  only,  but  alfo  for  running  the  hazard  of  all  the  live  flock, 

which 
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which  they  provide  for  the  eftate ; thus  they  have  the  principal  part  of  the 
flock  and  hazard  of  farming,  without  any  of  the  profit  of  it ; for  the  ignorance 
of  the  metayers  is  fuch,  that  it  is  in  vain  to  expedt  any  improvement  from  them. 
If  in  fuch  a fituation  gentlemen  will  not  take  their  lands  into  their  own  hands, 
at  leaft  enough  to  prove  that  the  country  might  yield  far  other  crops,  they 
rnufl  be  as  torpid  as  their  metayers , and  receive  from  their  poverty  the  jufl  re- 
ward of  prejudice  and  indolence. Average, — Price,  3I.  3s.  4-d. 

I fhould  fuppofe  the  rental,  on  an  average  of  the  whole  diflridt,  might,  from 
the  metayersy  be  about  (2s.  6d.)  an  acre,  from  which,  however,  fhould  be  de- 
duced the  interefl  of  the  fums  invefled  in  flocking  the  farm  with  cattle,  fheep, 
horfes,  and  hogs,  which  is  a confiderable  deduction.  On  the  other  hand,  timber, 
underwood,  fome  meadows,  always  kept  in  hand — vines,  ponds,  of  which  there 
are  many ; the  rent  of  mills,  &c.  more  than  balance  that  deduction,  and  may 
probably  raife  the  total  receipt  to  (3s.)  an  acre,  or  fomething  more.  Eftates, 
in  thofe  provinces,  pay  about  4!  per  cent.  ^ and  the  produce  of  rye  may  be  cal- 
culated at  five  for  one. 

District  of  various  Loams. 


In  pading  from  the  trijle  Sologne  into  this  province,  the  foil  improves, 
and  with  it  the  products,  but  continue,  however,  very  moderate,  and  far  infe- 
rior to  what  they  ought  to  be.  A few  leagues  before  V erfon,  where  the  Count 
d’ Artois’s  forefl  ends,  rye  and  buck-wheat  yield  5!  to  fix  feptiers  on  the 
feileree  of  land,  but  barley  lefs  ; this  is  five  or  fix  for  one.  A farmer  occu- 
pies fifty  feilerees  of  land  for  130  liv.  rent.  The  boifeau  of  rye  is  151b.  and 
twelve  make  a feptier  of  iSolb.  which  quantity  of  feed  makes  the  feileree  to 
be  more  than  an  acre ; five  roods  at  leaft.  Wheat  and  barley  yield  five  or  fix 
feptiers.  Advancing  toward  Vatan,  the  foil  improves  much ; the  product  of 
wheat  3 1 feptiers  of  2041b.  the  boifeau  being  iylb.  5 and  they  fow  a fep- 
tier of  all  forts  of  corn  per  feileree,  on  all  forts  of  land.  On  good  land,  the 
metayers  pay  half  the  produce  ; but  on  middling,  the  rent  is  a 'feptier  per  feileree. 
This  makes  the  rent  equal  only  to  the  feed,  and  the  landlord  confequently  gets 
nothing  for  the  fallow  year.  They  very  amply  merit  inch  rents.  Wheat,  on 
the  befl  land,  yields  five  or  fix  for  one.  At  V atan,  I converted  with  a farmer, 
who,  for  thirty  feilerees  of  arable,  and  fix  of  meadow,  pays  600  liv.  and  eighteen, 
feptiers  of  corn,  each  twelve  boifeau,  that  now  fells  at  2 5 /I  He  has  two  oxen, 
fix  horfes.  eight  cows,  and  700  fheep.  His  whole  rent,  therefore,  is  about 
37I.  which,  for  fuch  a flock,  appears  ridiculous  : but  it  feems  to  be  a feudal  rent 
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to  the  feigneur,  the  property  of  the  land  being  in  the  man.  He  fpoke  of  his 
whole  farm  being  thirty-fix  feflerees,  paying  no  regard  to  woods  and  wafles 
that  fiipport  his  live  flock.  At  Argenton,  wheat  produces  five  or  fix  boifeau  of 
2 gib.  per  boifelee,  eight  of  which  make  a fefleree  oats  and  barley  three 
boifeau.  Advancing,  find  that  they  fow  a boifeau  of  wheat,  of  2 gib.  per 
boifelee  of  land.  Upon  the  whole  of  this  intelligence  concerning  Berry,  I mufl 
obferve,  from  the  portions  of  feed,  iBolb.  2041b.  20olb.  we  may,  in  a rough 
way,  eflimate  that  the  arpent,  journal,  or  fefleree,  nearly  equals  the  arpent  of 
France,  and  that  the  relpedtive  products  which  amount  to  1122 -b.  ioSolb.  and 
10961b.  amount,  on  an  average,  to  about  two  quarters  per  acre.  M.  du  Pre  de 
St.  Maur  fays,  that  ordinary  land,  terres  mediocres , let  in  Berry  at  igjf  the  ar- 
pent  *.  But  all  rents  are  rifen  fince  his  time. 

La  Marche. 

Near  Boifmande,  much  fandy  land,  that  produces  rye  only,  and  the  crops 
exceedingly  poor ; I law  much  that  will  not  yield  more  than  a quarter  per  acre, 
yet  the  fand  is  good,  but  it  is  all  fallowed.  Produce  eight  boifeau,  of  2glb. 
per  boifelee.  At  La  Ville  au  Brun  good  fand  yields  five  boifeau  per  boifelee, 
but  on  a general  average  not  more  than  three.  The  feptier  is  eight  boifeau, 
and  the  fefleree,  or  arpent,  eight  boifelee.  From  thefe  proportions  it  fhould 
deem,  that  Berry  meafure  continues  here. 

Limojin. 

In  this  province  the  fefleree  is  62g  toifes,  or  21, goo  feet;  it  is  fown  with  four 
quartiers  of  281b.  or  ii2lb.  (2i8.ib.)  Rye  produces  four  times  the  feed,  but 
no  trifling  quantity  is  fown,  that  hardly  yields  more  than  the  feed,  by  reafon  of 
poverty  and  bad  management.  At  Limoge  I was  informed,  that  the  whole  pro- 
vince, on  an  average,  does  not  yield  more  than  fix  for  one  of  the  feed  of  all  forts 
of  grain  j this  cannot  be  more  than  4I  of  wheat  T.  The  price  of  land  is  much 
increafedj  fells  now  at  33  years  purchafe,  and  yields  3 per  cent. ; common  price 
100  liv.  (7I.  8s.  qd.)  From  Limoge  to  St.  George  the  country  is  much  better 
than  La  Marche ; there  is  fome  wheat  every  where,  and  the  crops  are  rather  fupe- 
rior.  Arable  100  liv.  the  fefleree,  and  at  Douzenac  100  to  igo  liv.  (9].  gs.  nd.) . 

In  this  diftridl  the  price  of  land,  on  an  average,  is  7I.  8s.  qd.  per  acre.  The 
produce  is  i4bufhelsj  the  return  for  feed  is  five  for  one ; and  the  filtered:  paid 
by  purchales  may  be  eflimated  at  4 per  cent. 


* EjJat  fur  les  Monnoyes. 

■f  In  the  Cahier  of  the  nobility  of  Limoge  it  is  aflerted,  that  the  foil  is  the  moil  ungrateful  in  the 
kingdom,  and  gives  at  raoft  but  three  net  for  one,  but  this  is  an  exaggeration. — — P.  4. 
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General  Recapitulation.  J 

% - - ■ - * 

Price . 

North  Eaftern  Diilridt,  ^.29  13  3 Alface,  » X’5°  0 0 

The  Garonne,  - 51  10  o Limagne,  - 60  o o 

It  would  fill  too  much  of  thefe  papers  if  I were  to  infert  the  reafhns  for  fup~- 
pofing  the  average  of  thefe,  proportioned  to  the  extent  of  each,  to  be  33I  per 
acre,  at  which  I calculate  it. 

Diftridt  of  Heath,  - -£  .19  iS  4 Diflridt  of  Chalk,  ^.  9 1 5 

Mountain,  21  7 7 Gravel,  334 

Stone,  - 21  10  2 Various,-  789 

Average  of  the  whole,  proportioned  to  the  extent  of  each,  rejecting  fractions,  20L 

j Rent,. 

North  Eaftern  Diflridt,  £.1  3 10 

Heath,  - - 0163 

Mountain,  - - o 17  7 

This  table  is  too  incomplete  to  draw  any  average  from  it:  the  moft  fatisfactorv 
way  of  afcertaining  the  rent,  that  is-  proportioned  to  the  price  minuted,  is  to 
have  recourfe  to  thofe  notes  that  contain,  at  the  fame  places,  both  rent  and 
price  thefe  are,  on  a medium. 

Rent.  j Price.  Rent..  Price. 

' - - 

1*.  s,  ct  1.  s.  d«  1.  s.  d.  1.  s.  - 

Loam,  N^E.  Difcrict,  i 1 531  5 o Stone,  - - 1 8 335  ro  9 

Heath,.  - 1 7 c 34  11  2 Chalk,  - - 010  412  13  3 

Mountain,  - 1 o 3 22  o 4 Gravel,  - ~ 026326 

Average, — Rent,  18s.  3d.  Price,  23I,  3s,  rod.  This  is  3I.  18s.  percent. 

And  from  hence  we  may  venture  to  afiign  the  rent  fairly  proportioned  to  the 
above  general  average  price  of  2 ol.  per  acre,  viz.  15s.  yd.  Monf.  Papillon  dela 
Tapy  calculates  that,  on  an  average,  lands  that  fell  for  520  liv.  perarpent,  yield 
a produci  of  7 liv.  11 f*  by  which.  1 fuppofe  he  means  rent,  this  is  if  per  cent.  5, 
I quote  it  only  to  fhew  what  mere  calculations,  are  worth,  that  are  founded  on. 
fuppofitions.. 

* 7a  He  an  Territorial  d&  la  France**  Folic.  1.789.  P.9, 

Produce* 


Chalk,  ~ - jT.a  6 9 

Gravel,  - o 3 o 
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Produce . 


Loam,  N.  E. 

. Garonne, 

» — Alface, 

Average  of  Loam*, 
Heath,  ' ‘ - 


23 1 bufhels. 

37 

26 

25 

*9 


Mountain, 

Stony, 

Chalk, 

Gravel, 

Various, 


18  bufhels. 
18 

*3* 

12 

14 


Average  of  the  whole,  proportioned  to  the  extent  of  each,  18  bufhels. 


Quantity  of  Seed  Sown « 


Flanders, 

Orchies, 

ib. 

*53 

Anjou, 

Angers, 

lb. 

172 

Normandy, 

Falaife, 

no 

Languedoc, 

Cauffan, 

192 

Guienne, 

Landron, 

160 

Provence, 

Tour  d’Aigues, 

167 

Cubfac, 

169 

Angoumois, 

Verteuil, 

120 

Alface, 

Strafbourg, 

IOO 

Orleanois, 

Blois, 

l57 

Befort, 

224 

Bourbonnois, 

Moulins, 

140 

Auvergne, 

Bretagne, 

Izoire, 

Rennes, 

x73 

1 66 

Limofin, 

Limoge, 

218 

Average,  i6ilb.  per  Englifh 

acre. 

Diferict  of  Loam, 
Heath, 


Mountain, 


Return  for  Seed. 


8 for  1. 

6 

5 


Diftridt  of  Stone, 
Gravel, 
Various, 


4 for  1. 

5 
5 


The  average  may  probably  be  dated  at  fix  for  one.  It  is  hardly  to  be  conceived 
by  what  miferable  management  they  can  contrive  to  get  fach  a wretched  pro- 
duce 3 but  as  they  are  univerfal  faliowifts,  except  on  the  richeft  foils,  we  may 
confider  it  as  an  exact  picture  of  the  confequences  that  flow  from  this  abfurd 
practice.  The  French  writers  deprefs  the  products  of  their  kingdom  even  be- 
low this:  Monf.  Quefnay  fays  it  is  only  five  for  one  on  good  lands -fi; 
Monf.  FAbbe  Raynal  four  and  a half  on  an  average  of  all. 


Inter efi  per  cent. 


Difir  let  of  Loam,  N.  E. 

3 

Diftrict  of  Sone, 

— 

3* 

Alface, 

2| 

Chalk, 

— 

4 

Heath,  * - 

5 

Gravel, 

— 

4? 

Mountain, 

3* 

Various, 

- 

4 

Average,  3 f . 

* In  calculating  this  average,  I aiugn  thirty  as  the  produce  of  the  Garonne  difirict,  and  then  give 
it  the  proportion  of  its  full  extent. 

-J-  Encyclopedia.  Tom,  i.  p.  189.  Folio, 
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And  now,  drawing  the  whole  into  one  view,  we  may  fay. 


'That  the  average  price  of  all  the  cultivated  land  in  the  kingdom  is,  per  Eng- 

liih  acre,  2ol. 

That  the  rent  of  fuch  part  as  is  let  is  15s.  jd. 

That  the  average  produce  of  wheat  and  rye  is  18  bufhels. 

That  the  feed  yields  return  6 for  1. 

That  land  pays  per  cent*  3 f . 

Observations. 

1 mud,  in  the  fir  if  place,  caution  the  reader  againff  fuppofing  that  thefe 
proportions  are  applicable  to  the  whole  territory  of  France;  vines,  and  waffes, 
and  gardens,  and  fpots  of  extraordinary  fertility  are  excluded ; and  the  price  of 
20I.  per  acre,  and  the  rent  of  15s.  yd.  are  thofe  of  the  cultivated  lands  com- 
monly found  throughout  the  kingdom.  No  wafte,  no  (heep-walk,  nor  any 
tracks  negledted,  and  not  in  profitable  produce,  are  included.  But  whenever 
rent  is  mentioned,  we  muff:  recoiled:,  that  much  the  greater  part  of  the  lands  of 
France  are  not  let  at  a money-rent,  but  at  one-half  or  one- third  produce,  and 
that  in  thofe  places,  in  the  central  and  fouthern  provinces,  and  in  feveral  of  the 
northern  ones,  where  rent  occurs  in  the  notes,  it  is  probable  that  for  one  acre  lo 
let,  there  are  twenty  at  half  produce.  This  will  ferve  in  a good  meafure  to  ex- 
plain the  height  of  the  rent  here  minuted,  on  companion  with  the  hufoandry.— - 
Such  management  in  England  would  not  afford  any  fuch  rent ; but  as  the  land- 
lord in  France  is  obliged  to  Rock  his  farms  at  his  own  expence,  the  greatnefs  of 
this  rent  is  more  apparent  than  real;  for  it  muff  not  only  pay  him  for 
the  ufe  of  his  land,  but  alfo  for  that  of  the  capital,  which  he  is  obliged, 
through  the  poverty  of  the  farmers,  to  inveft  upon  it.  Another  circumftance, 
which  raifes  rent  beyond  all  comparifon  with  it  in  England,  is  the  freedom 
from  poor  rates ; to  which  may  be  added,  the  very  moderate  demands  made 
for  tythes.  By  combining  the  preceding  tables,  there  appears  fome  reafon 
to  believe,  that  the  perfons  who,  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  gave  me 
intelligence  of  the  intereft  per  cent,  accruing  from  land,  had  in  contempla- 
tion rather  the  grofs  receipt , than  the  net  profit.  The  two  accounts  of  rental 
and  price  give  3I.  18s.  per  cent,  grofs  receipt; — if  the  two  vingtiemes,  and  4 fi. 
per  livre,  being  the  landlord’s  tax,  are  dedudled,  there  will  remain  about  3 § per 
cent. — from  which  there  muff  be  a further  deduction  for  incidental  Ioffes ; and 
for  the  intereff  of  the  capital  invefted  in  live  ftock ; which  will  certainly  demand 
fome  deduction.  It  ffiould  therefore  feem,  that  3,  or  3 \ percent,  abfolutely 
net,  is  as  much  as  can  be  reckoned  by  this  account ; whereas  the  diredt  intel- 
ligence was  3I.  Thefe  little  variations  will  for  ever  arife  in  fuch  inquiries, 
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when  founded,  as  they  mull  be,  on  the  intelligence  received  from  fuch  a variety 
of  perfons,  who  have  different  degrees  of  knowledge  and  accuracy. 

In  order  to  judge  the  better  of  thefe  particulars,  fo  interefting  to  the  political 
arithmetician,  it  will  be  neceifary  to  contrail  them  with  the  iimilar  circuin- 
trances  of  England ; by  which  method  their  merit  or  deficiency  may  be  more 
clearly  difcriminated.  In  refpedt  to  England,  may  be  remarked,  in  the  firft 
place,  a very  lingular  circumftance,  which  is  the  near  approximation  of  the  two 
kingdoms,  in  the  two  articles  of  price  and  rent.  The  rent  of  cultivated  land  in 
England,  exclufive  of  iheep-walks,  warrens,  and  waftes,  if  it  could  be  known 
accurately,  would  be  probably  found  not  much  to  exceed  15s.  yd.  per  acre ; at 
leaft  I am  inclined  to  think  fo,  for  feveral  reafons,  too  complex  to  give  here.  I 
have  indeed  none  for  fixing  on  that  exact  fum ; but  I fhould  calculate  it  fome- 
where  between  15s.  and  16s.  Now  15s.  yd.  at  twenty-iix  years  purchafe,  which 
I take  to  be  the  prefent  average  price  of  land  in  this  kingdom  (lypo  and  iy9i), 
is  20I.  5s.  2d.  The  two  kingdoms  are,  therefore,  on  a foot  of  equality  in 
this  refpedt.  The  intereft  paid  by  land  3!  in  France,  is  higher  than  in 
England,  where  it  cannot  be  calculated  at  more  than  three,  perhaps  not  more 
than  2 1.  If  it  be  thought  extraordinary,  that  land  fhould  fell  for  as  high 
a price  in  France  as  in  England,  there  are  not  wanted  cireumrtances  to  ex- 
plain the  reafon.  In  the  firil;  place,  the  net  profit  received  from  ertates  is 
greater.  There  are  no  poor  rates  in  that  kingdom ; and  tythes  were  much  more 
moderately  exacted,  as  it  has  been  obferved  above.  Repairs,  which  form  a 
confiderable  deduction  with  us,  are  a very  trifling  one  with  them.  But  what 
operates  as  much,  or  perhaps  more  than  thefe  circumftances,  is  the  number  of 
fmall  properties.  I have  touched  feveral  times  on  this  point  in  the  courfe  cf 
the  notes,  and  its  influence  pervades  every  part  of  the  kingdom  ; all  the  lavings 
which  are  made  by  the  lower  daffies  in  France,  are  inverted  in  land  3 but  this 
practice  is  fcarcely  known  in  England,  where  fuch  favings  are  ufually  lent  on 
bond  or  mortgage,  or  inverted  in  the  public  funds.  This  caufes  a competition 
for  land  in  France,  which,  very  fortunately  for  the  profperity  of  our  agriculture, 
does  not  obtain  here. 


As  to  the  next  article,  namely,  the  acreable  produce  of  corn  land,  the  differ- 
ence will  he  found  very  great  indeed  ; for  in  England,  the  average  produce  of 
wheat  and  rye  (nineteen- twentieths  the  former)  is  twenty-four  bufhels,  which 
form  a vart  fiiperiority  to  eighteen,  the  produce  of  France ; amounting  to  twelve 
for  one  of  the  feed,  in  ft  ead  of  fix  for  one-.  But  the  fuperiority  is  greater  than 
is  apparent  in  the  proportion  of  thofe  two  numbers;  for  the  corn  of  England,  as.' 
far  as  refpects  are[jmgy  that  is  cleaning  from  dirt,  chaff,  feeds  of  weeds.  See.  is  as 
much  better  than  that  of  France,  as  would  make  the  difference  at  leart  twenty- 
.five  (dnrtead  of  twenty-four)  to  eighteen ; and  I am  inclined  to  think  even 
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mere.  There  is  not  a plank  threfhing-floor  in  France  1 and  no  miller  can 
grind  corn  as  he  receives  it  from  the  farmer,  without  further  cleaning.  An- 
other point,  yet  more  important,  is,  that  English  wheat,  in  much  the  greater 
part  of  our  kingdom,  iiicceeds  other  preparatory  crops  j whereas  the  wheat 
of  France  follows  almoft  univerfally  a dead  fallow,  on  which  is  fpread  all 
the  dung  of  the  farm.  A circumftance,  which  ought  to  give  a confiderable 
fuperiority  to  the  French  crops,  is  that  of  climate,  which  in  France  is  abun- 
dantly better  for  this  production  than  in  England ; and,  what  is  Rill  of  greater 
moment,  the  fpring  corn  of  France,  compared  with  that  of  England,  is  abfo- 
lutely  contemptible,  and  indeed  unworthy  of  any  idea  of  companion.  While, 
therefore,  in  France,  the  wheat  and  rye  are  relied  on  for  the  almoft  total  mpport 
of  the  farm  and  farmer,  reafon  tells  us,  that  the  wheat  ought  to  be  much  fuperior 
to  the  produce  of  a country,  in  which  it  does  not  bear  an  equally  important  part, 
Laftly,  let  me  obferve,  that  the  foil  of  France  is,  for  the  moft  part,  better  than 
that  of  England.  Under  thefe  various  circumftances,  for  the  average  produce 
of  the  former,  to  be  fo  much  inferior,  is  truly  remarkable.  But  eighteen  bufhels 
of  wheat  and  rye,  and  miferable  fpring  corn,  afford  as  high  a rent  in  France,  as 
twenty-four  in  England,  with  the  addition  of  our  excellent  fpring  com  : this 
forms  a ftriking  contrail,  and  leads  to  the  explanation  of  the  difference.  It 
arifes  very  much  from  the  poverty  of  the  French  tenantry •,  for  the  political  in- 
ftitutions  and  fpirit  of  the  government  having,  for  a long  feries  of  ages,  tended 
ftrongly  to  deprefs  the  lower  claffes,  and  favour  the  higher  ones,  the  farmers, 
in  the  greater  part  of  France,  are  blended  with  the  peafantry ; and,  in  point  of 
wealth,  are  hardly  fuperior  to  the  common  labourers ; thefe  poor  farmers  are 
metayers , who  find  nothing  towards  flocking  a farm  but  labour  and  imple- 
ments and  being  exceedingly  miferable,  there  is  rarely  a fufficiency  of  the 
latter.  The  landlord  is  better  able  to  provide  live  flock  ; but,  engaged  in 
a diffipated  feene  of  life,  probably  at  a diflance  from  the  farm,  and  being  poor, 
like  country  gentlemen  in  many  other  parts  of  Europe,  he  flocks  the  farm  not 
one  penny  beyond  the  moft  prefling  neceftity : — from  which  fyflem  a wretched 
produce  mufl  unavoidably  refult.  That  the  tenantry  fhould  generally  be  poor, 
will  not  be  thought  ftrange,  when  the  taxes  laid  upon  them  are  confidered  $ 
their  tables  and  capitation  are  heavy  in  themfelves ; and  the  weight  being  in- 
creafed  by  being  laid  arbitrarily,  profperity  and  good  management  are  little 
more  than  fignals  for  a higher  affeffment.  Under  fuch  a fyflem,  a wealthy 
tenantry,  on  arable  land,  can  hardly  arife.  With  thefe  farmers,  and  this  ma- 
nagement, it  is  not  much  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  lands  yield  no  more  than 
eighteen  bufhels.  Such  a tenantry,  contributing  fo  little  beyond  the  labour  of 

their  hands,  are  much  more  at  the  landlord’s  mercy  than  would  be  the  cafe  of 

* 

wealthier  farmers,  who,  poffefting  a capital  proper  for  their  undertakings,  are 
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not  content  with  a profit  lefs  than  fufficient  to  return  them  a due  intereft  for 
their  money ; and  the  confequence  is,  that  the  proprietor  cannot  have  fo  high  a 
rent  as  he  has  from  metayers , who,  poflefling  nothing,  are  content  merely  to  live. 
Thus,  in  the  divifion  of  the  grofs  produce,  the  landlord  in  France  gets  half ; but 
in  England,  in  the  fhape  of  rent  only,  from  a fourth  to  a tenth ; commonly 
from  a fourth  to  a fixth.  On  fome  lands  he  gets  a third,  but  that  is  uncommon. 
Nothing  can  be  fimpler  than  the  principles  upon  which  this  is  founded.  The 
Engliih  tenant  mu  ft  not  only  be  able  to  fupport  himfelf  and  his  family,  but 
muft  be  paid  for  his  capital  alfo,' — upon  which  the  future  produce  of  the  farm 
depends,  as  much  as  on  the  land  itfelf. 

The  importance  of  a country  producing  twenty- five  bufhels  per  acre  inftead 
of  eighteen,  is  prodigious ; but  it  is  an  idle  deception  to  fpeak  of  twenty-five, 
for  the  fuperiority  of  Englifh  fpring  corn  (barley  and  oats)  is  doubly  greater 
than  that  of  wheat  and  rye,  and  would  juftify  me  in  proportioning  the  corn  pro- 
ducts of  England,  in  general,  compared  with  thofe  of  France,  as  twenty-eight 
to  eighteen*;  and  I am  well  perfuaded,  that  fuch  a ratio  would  be  no  exag- 
geration. Ten  millions  of  acres  produce  more  corn  than  fifteen  millions;  confe- 
quently  a territory  of  one  hundred  millions  of  acres  more  than  equals  another 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions.  It  is  from  fuch  facts  that  we  muft  feek 
for  an  explanation  of  the  power  of  England,  which  has  ventured  to  mealure 
itfelf  with  that  of  a country  fo  much  more  populous,  extenfive,  and  more 
favoured  by  nature  as  France  really  is ; and  it  is  a leffon  to  all  govern- 
ments whatever,  that  if  they  would  be  powerful,  they  muft  encourage  the 
only  real  and  permanent  bafis  of  power,  agriculture.  By  enlarging  the 
quantity  of  the  products  of  land  in  a nation,  all  thofe  advantages  flow  which 
have  been  attributed  to  a great  population,  but  which  ought,  writh  much  more 
truth,  to  have  been  aftigned  to  a great  confumption;  flnce  it  is  not  the  mere 
number  of  people,  but  their  eafe  and  welfare,  which  conftitute  national  profpe- 
rity.  The  difference  between  the  com  products  of  France  and  England  is  lb 
great,  that  it  would  juftify  fome  degree  of  furprife,  how  any  political  writer 
could  ever  exprefs  any  degree  of  amazement,  that  a territory,  natural ly  fo  incon- 
fiderable  as  the  Britifh  ifles,  on  cornparifon  with  France,  fhould  ever  become 
equally  powerful ; yet  this  fentiment,  founded  in  mere  ignorance,  has  been  very 
common.  With  fuch  an  immenfe  fuperiority  in  the  produce  of  corn,  the  mere 
obvious  furprife  Ihouid  have  been,  that  the  refources  of  England,  compared  with 
thofe  of  France,  were  not  yet  more  decifive.  But  it  is  to  be  ohferved,  that 
there  are  other  articles  of  culture  to  which  recourfe  muft  be  had  for  an  exnla- 

1 

nation : vines  are  an  immenie  object  in  the  cultivation  of  the  latter  kingdom, 

* In  the  Cabier  de  la  Jbfobleje  de  Blois , p.  26,  it  is  averted,  that  the  land  products  of  England  are  to 
thofe  of  France,  arpent  for  arpent,  as  forty-eight  to  eighteen.  But  on  what  authority? 

and 
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and  yield  all  the  advantages,  and  even  fuperior  ones  to  thofe  afforded  by  the 
aifiduous  culture  of  com  in  England,  Maiz  is  alfo  an  article  or  great  confe- 
quence  in  the  French  husbandry;  olives,  fdk,  and  lucerne  are  not  to  be  forgot- 
ten; nor  fhould  we  omit  mentioning  the  fine  paffures  of  Normandy,  and  every 
article  of  culture  in  the  rich  acquifions  of  Flanders,  Alface,  and  part  of  Artois, 
as  well  as  on  the  banks  of  the  Garonne.  In  all  this  extent,  and  it  is  not  final], 
France  pofiefies  a husbandry  equal  to  our  own ; and  it  is  from  well  feconding 
the  fertility  of  nature  in  thefe  diStridts,  and  from  a proper  attention  to  the  plants 
adapted  to  the  foil,  that  there  has  arifen  any  equality  in  the  refources  of  the  two 
kingdoms  ; for,  without  this,  France,  with  all  the  ample  advantages  fhe  other- 
wife  derives  from  nature,  would  be  but  a petty  power  on  comparifon  with 
Great  Britain.  In  order  the  better  to  understand  how  the  great  difference  of 
produdt  between  the  French  and  Englifh  crops  may  affedl  the  agriculture  of  the 
two  kingdoms,  it  will  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  the  farmer  in  England  will 
reap  as  much  from  his  courfe  of  crops,  in  which  wheat  and  rye  occur  but  feldom, 
as  the  Frenchman  can  from  his,  in  which  they  return  often. 


An  Fnglijh  Courfe . 

1,  Turnips, 

2,  Barley, 

3,  Clover, 

4,  Wheat,  - - 25 

5,  Turnips, 

6,  Barley, 

7,  Clover, 

8,  Wheat,  - - 25 

9,  Tares,  or  beans, 

10,  Wheat,  - - 25 

11,  Turnips, 


A French  Courfe . 

1,  Fallow, 

2,  Wheat,  - x8 

3,  Barley,  or  oats, 

4,  Fallow, 

5,  Wheat,  - :.»  18 

6,  Barley,  or  oats, 

7,  Fallow, 

8,  Wheat,  - - 18 

9,  Barley,  or  oats, 

10,  Fallow, 

11,  Wheat,  - =»  18 

72 


The  Englishman,  in  eleven  years,  gets  three  buShels  more  of  wheat  than  the 
Frenchman.  He  gets  three  crops  of  barley,  tares,  or  beans,  which  produce 
nearly  twice  as  many  bufhels  per  acre,  as  what  the  three  French  crops  of  Spring 
corn  produce.  And  he  farther  gets,  at  the  fame  time,  three  crops  of  turnips 
and  two  of  clover,  the  turnips  worth  40s.  the  acre,  and  the  clover  60s.  that  is 
12I.  for  both.  What  an  enormous  Superiority ! More  wheat;  alrnofl  double  of 
the  fpring  com ; and  above  20s.  per  acre  per  annum  in  turnips  and  clover.  But 
farther ; the  Englishman’s  land,  by  means  of  the  manure  arifing  from  the  con- 
sumption of  the  turnips  and  clover  is  in  a confiant  Slate  of  improvement,  while 
the  Frenchman’s  farm  is  Stationary.  Throw  the  whole  into  a cam-account,  and 
it  will  Hand  thus: * 
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Englijh  Syftem* 

JT.  s . d. 

Wheat  75  bufhels,  at  5s.  - 18  15  o 

Spring  corn  three  crops,  at  32 
bufhels,  96  bufhels,  at  2s.  6d.  12  o o 
Ciover  two  crops,  - -600 

Turnips  three  crops,  - - 600 

4215  o 

Per  acre  per  annum,  - - 3 17  8 

In  allowing  the  French  fyflem  to  produce  twenty  bufhels  of  fpring  corn,  while 
I affign  thirty-two  only  to  the  Englifh,  I am  confident  that  I favour  the  former 
confiderably ; for  I believe  the  Englifh  produce  is  the  double  of  that  of  France: 
but  ftating  it  as  above,  here  are  the  proportions  of  forty-two  on  an  improving 
farm  to  twenty-five  on  a ffationary  one ; that  is  to  fay,  a country  containing 
1 00,000,000  acres  produces  as  much  as  another,  whole  area  contains  168,000,000, 
which  are  in  the  fame  ratio  as  thirty-fix  and  twenty-five. 


French  Syftem . 

L- 

s. 

d. 

Wheat  72  bufhels,  at  5s. 
Spring  corn  three  crops,  at  20 

18 

0 

0 

bufhels,  60  bufhels,  at  2s.  6d. 

7 

10 

0 

2S 

10 

0 

Per  acre  per  annum. 

2 

6 

4 

CHAP.  V. 


Of  the  French  Courjes  of  Crops . 

^T^HERE  is  no  circumfiance  which  fo  ifrongly  diftinguifhes  the  knowdedge 
*“*  of  the  prefent  age,  in  the  theory  and  practice  of  hufbandry,  on  comparifon 
with  that  of  all  preceding  periods,  as  this  of  the  right  arrangement  of  the  crops 
cultivated  on  arable  land.  Compared  with  this,  all  other  articles  are  of  very 
little  importance  j and  were  the  prefent  the  proper  place  to  expatiate  on  it,  I 
fhould  not  be  ill  employed  in  explaining  the  amazing  ignorance  or  negligence 
of  the  generality  of  writers  in  either  totally  omitting,  or  grofsly  miftaking,  a 
fubjedt  fo  effential  to  every  fpecies  of  good  management*.  Unlefs  this  part  of 
the  farmer’s  condudt  be  well  underfiood,  the  greateit  exertion  and  improvement 
in  other  branches  of  his  bufinefs,  lofe  their  effect ; and  a nation  finds  the  culti- 
vation of  its  territory,  producing  wealth  and  profperity,  almoft  exadtly  in  propor- 
tion to  the  intelligence  wdth  which  its  hufpandmen  obferve  this  leading  prin- 

* It  is  a Angular  circumftance,  that  till  the  year  576 S,  there  did  not  appear  a Angle  work  (as  far  as 
1 can  judge  from  my  collection,  which  is  conAderable)  where  this  fubjedt  was  treated  with  any 
tolerable  attention  to  tnofe  rules  of  practice,  which  are  now  fo  well  known. 
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ciple  of  the  art.  As  the  difference  between  good  and  bad  farmers  depends  more 
on  this  point  than  on  any  other,  fo  the  difference  between  well  and  ill  cultivated 
countries  is  almod  wholly  refolvable  into  the  effects  derived  from  the  rotation  of 
crops, — a fubjedt  fo  important,  that  an  ample  differtaion  would  be  necefifary 
fully  to  elucidate  it ; for  the  prefent,  I can  only  infert  the  miferable  rotations 
commonly  pradtifed  in  France ; and  briefly  explain  in  how  great  a degree  the 
errors  and  deficiencies  of  the  hufbandry  of  that  kingdom,  and  of  every  other, 
flow  from  this  fource.  The  moft  fatisfadtory  method  will  be  to  arrange  the 
courfes  according  to  the  foils  in  which  they  are  found. 


District  of  Rich  Loam. 

Through  the  provinces  of  Piccardy,  Ifle  of  France,  Normandy,  and  part  of 
Artois,  the  prevalent  courfe  is,  i,  fallow ; 2,  wheat;  3,  fpring  corn; — there 
are  fome  variations,  but  not  of  confequence.  In  Flanders,  and  the  red  of  Ar- 
tois, the  management  is  exceeding  good;  crops  are  in  condant  fliccefiion, 
without  a fallow  being  known: — the  fuperiority  of  the  hufbandry  between  Va- 
lenciennes and  Lille  may  be  eafily  conceived,  from  this  common  courfe  :• — 
1,  wheat, — and  after  it  turnips  the  fame  year ; 2,  oats  ; 3,  clover ; 4,.  wheat; 
5,  hemp;  6,  wheat ; 7,  flax ; 8,  colefeed;  9,  wheat;  iq,  beans ; 11,  wheat.. 

Observations*. 

Of  this  great  portion  of  the  riched  and  mod  fertile  part  of  France,  it  is  only 
an  inconfiderable  diftridt,  viz.  the  conquered  province  of  Flanders  and  part  of 
Artois,  that  are  well  cultivated.  Hence  it  fhould  appear,  that  the  indications  of 
the  French  government  have  been  unfavourable  to  agriculture;  and  indeed  we 
fhall  find  a confirmation  of  this  remark  in  Alface,  another  territory  very  well 
cultivated,  and  alio  conquered.  When  we  fee  fome  of  the  fined,  deeped,  and 
mod  fertile  loams  that  are  to  be  met  with  in  the  world,  fuch  as  thofe  between 
Bernay  and  Elbeuf,  and  parts  of  the  Pays  de  Caux,  in  Normandy,  and  the 
neighbourhood  of  Meux,  in  the  Ifle  of  France,  dedined  to  the  common 
barbarous  courfe  of,  1,  fallow;  2,  wheat;  3,  fpring  corn;  and  the  produce  of 
this  fpring  corn  beneath  contempt  ; the  whole  exertion  and  produce  being 
feen  in  a crop  of  wheat,  we  mud  be  convinced,  that  agriculture,  in  fuch  a 
kingdom,  is  on  the  fame  footing  as  in  the  tenth  century.  If  thefe  lands 
were  then  tilled  at  all,  they  were,  in  all  probability,  as  wreli  tilled  as  at  pre- 
fent. The  country,  in  feme  parts  of  this  N.  E.  didrict,  being  in  open  fields,, 
and  mixed  properties,  accounts  very  well  for  the  fydem  there  purfued;  but  it  is 
a very  partial  anfwer  to  my  objection,  fines  there  are  large  portions  much 
inclofed,  in  which  the  farmer  might  .vary  his  rotation  as  he  pleafed ; and  we 
accordingly  fee  Monf.  Crette,  at  Dugny,  rejecting  fallows:— -I  trud  it  is  more. 
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a want  of  light  and  knowledge,  than  of  poveer  : and  the  cleared:  proof  of  this 
fa£t,  is  the  fame  hufbandry  being  puriued  in  accidental  inclofures  that  are 
found  in  open  diftricfts,  as  in  the  fields,  biirthened  with  detefiable  common 
rights.  However,  as  far  as  thefe  extend,  it  muft  be  confeiTed,  that  there  is  no 
power  of  improvement ; and  if  the  prefect  conftitution  of  France  be  entirely 
fettled  at  laft  on  mere  democratical  principles,  no  improvements,  in  this  refpeti , 
can  ever  be  looked  for ; becaufe  common  rights  ufually  give,  to  the  lowed  of  the 
people,  who  have  no  property,  a powrer  of  invading  the  properties  of  others ; and 
the  omnipotence  of  the  people  (by  which  term,  fhould  be  underftood  men  with- 
out property)  in  a pure  democracy  will  give  more  efficacy  to  their  right  of  in- 
jury, than  to  any  right  of  prefervation.  Where  the  people  have  no  rights  over 
arable  lands  the  common  confent  of  proprietors  and  farmers  might  do  much ; 
but  how  is  iuch  a confent  to  be  looked  lor? — We  may  afk ourfelves  this  queftion, 
as  we  well  know  that  nothing  among  us,  but  legiflative  authority,  will  force 
men  to  follow  their  own  manifeft  in  ter  efts.  The  general  ignorance  of  good 
agriculture  is  not,  in  this  refpedt  of  courfes  of  crops,  more  obvious  in  the  fields 
of  the  farmer,  than  in  the  French  books  of  rural  ceconomy.  I could  quote  fome 
hundred  writers  whcboaftof  the  culture  of  the  Pays  de  Beauce,  and  of  Picardy ; 
yet  thofe  very  diftricts  are  totally  void  of  all  merit,  being  bound  in  the  thraldom 
of  regular  fallows,  and  producing  but  one  good  crop  in  three  years. 

Plain  of  Alsace. 

In  this  fiat  vale  of  rich  land  the  fields  are  never  fallowed ; the  crops  fuhfti- 
tuted,  and  preparatory  to  wheat,  &c.  are  potatoes,  poppies  for  oil,  peafe,  maiz, 
vetches,  clover,  beans,  hemp,  tobacco,  and  cabbages. 

Obfer  vat  ions . 

The  rich  plain  of  Alface  refembles  Flanders,  but  is  inferior  in  foil  and  ma- 
nagement, yet  both  are  excellent.  The  importance  of  getting  two  crops  a year 
is  better  underftood  in  Flanders,  or  at  leaft  more  fpintedly  practifed ; yet  we 
are  not  to  fuppofe  them  deficient  in  Alface ; but  ther  . is  not  an  equal  number 
of  great  towns  to  yield  equal  quantity  of  manure.  The  variety  of  crops  in 
culture,  however,  is  here  a confiderable  merit  and  ftiews-  a freedom  from  the 
filly  and  bigotted  notion  of  the  French  (if  I may  ufe  the  expreffion)  10  com- 
mon throughout  the  kingdom,  of  confidering  every  thing  as  inferior  to  wheat ; 
and  of  looking  upon  thofe  rotations  only  as  deferving  of  notice,  in  wdiich  it 
quickly  recurs.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  good  principles  of  management,  in 
refpedt  to  courfes  of  crops  in  Alface,  have  not  the  power  to  banifh,  or  even 
lefien,  fallows  an  inch  beyond  the  capital  foils.  It  does  not  extend  beyond  Sa- 
▼ern  one  way,  nor  beyond  Ifenheim  another ; the  foil  declining,  the  manage- 
ment 
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ment  declines  ; and  you  immediately  find  barren  fallows  on  fand  that  would 
give  the  finefi:  crops  of  turnips.  The  fame  remark  is  applicable  to  the  rich 
diRriCt  of  the  N.  E.  The  methods  of  Flanders  and  Artois  have  no  effeCt  be- 
yond the  deep  fertile  foils  j nor  the  principles  of  tbofe  methods,  which  are  to 
the  full  as  applicable  to  poor  land  as  to  that  which  is  rich.  They  would  de- 
mand turnips  for  the  preparation  on  poor  land,  as  much  as  beans  or  cabbages 
on  the  richer  foils  ; but  though  fuch  principles  are  vigoroufly  carried  into  ex- 
ecution on  the  latter,  they  are  abfolutely  unknown  in  the  neighbourhood  on  the 
former.  In  this  circumRance,  as  I fhall  fhew  more  at  large  in  another  chapter, 
confiRs  the  material  difference  between  Englifh  and  French  agriculture.  The 
barren  fands  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  and  the  poor  flints  of  Buckinghamfhire,  and 
the  chalks  of  Hertford,  are  as  well  cultivated  as  the  rich  loams  of  Kent  and 
Berkfhire.  There  is  as  much  merit  in  the  turnips  upon  fand,  as  in  the  beans 
Upon  clay.  The  fainfoin  on  chalk  and  flints  lay  claim  to  the  fame  merit  as  the 
wheat  and  hops  of  the  deeper  loams.  Such  fpeCtacles  are  common  in  England, 
the  fame  principles  governing  the  cultivation  of  counties  abfolutely  diflindt  in 
foils } but  Rep  out  of  Flanders  or  Artois  into  Picardy,  or  out  of  the  Plain  of 
Alface  into  Loraine  or  Franche  Compte,  and  all  principles,  connections,  combi- 
nation, and  ideas  are  all  broken ; you  are  in  a new  kingdom  ; you  pals  a line 
of  fe paration  between  common  fenfe  and  folly.  Here  you  are  in  a garden ; crof$ 
a river,  and  it  is  the  field  of  the  fluggard  on  one  foil  the  human  mind  feems 
aCtive  and  alive,  on  the  other  it  is  torpid  and  dead.  It  will,  perhaps,  be  found 
that  this  lingular  fact  depends  on  government ; but  this  is  not  the  proper  place 
for  the  inquiry. 

Plain  of  Limagne. 

Some  pieces  fallowed  : Rubbles  ploughed  to  put  in  another  crop.  No  fallow 
tver  known  at  Yertaifon  Chauriet.  Rye  after  hemp,  and  then  dung  for  hemp 
again.  Wheat  after  beans,  and  after  rye  alfo,  and  rye  after  wheat.  Plant  cab- 
bages direCtly  after  hemp  : 1,  barley ; 2,  rye  ; 3,  hemp  ; 4,  rye.  The  reafon 
for  fowing  rye  in  this  rich  vale  is  lingular ; they  affert  that  it  is  too  fertile  for 
wheat.  Dr.  Bres  Ihewed  me  his  beR  land  fown  with  rye,  and  his  worR  with 
wheat : this  plant  on  the  rich  land  runs  fo  much  to  Rraw,  that  the  produce  is 
fmall.  It  is  evident  from  thefe  few  traits , that  they  underRand  the  right  ma- 
nagement of  their  fertile  plain  very  indifferently ; and  that,  in  this  material  part 
cf  the  farmer’s  art,  they  are  backward  and  uninformed. 

Plain  oe  the  Garonne. 

In  travelling  fouthward  from  the  Limofin,  it  is  a remarkable  circumRance 
that  fallows  never  ceafe  till  maiz  is  met  with ; but  that  afterwards  this  plant 
becomes  the  preparation  for  wheat  in  the  courfe,  1,  maiz ; 2,  wheat;  and  this 
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huihandry  commences  at  no  great  diflahce  from  CreifTenfac,  in  Quercy ; here' 
begins,  alfo  the  culture  of  what  they  call  gieyfe,  which  is  a lathyrus , I believe 
Jif  if  alius,  and  alfo  jarajh , the  -vicia  latbyroides  > Thefe  plants  are  fown  both  in. 
September  and  the  Spring,  and  affifl  in  banifhing  fallows.  Turnips  are  there 
found  likewife,  and  more  than  in  moll  other  parts  of  France ; they  are  a fecond 
crop  fown  after  wheat  and  rye.  Not  far  from  Cahors  four  other  articles  are 
found  in  common  cultivation,  viz.  a vicia  fat  da  a v aristas,  the  cicer  arietinum , 
the  ervum  lens , and  the  lupinus  albus ; but  maiz  as  a preparation  is  of  much  more 
ceniequence,  and  hemp  of  yet  greater ; by  means  of  which  articles,  fallows 
on  the  rich  land  are  unknown  $ but  upon  the  inferior  ones  they  are  found  as 
every  where  elfe  in  France.  ' 

The  leading  features  of  hu foundry  in  this  rich  plain  of  the  Garonne,  are  fimi- 
lar  to  what  I have  already  remarked  in  the  preceding  diilridts.  Where  the  foil 
is  of  ftieh  capital  fertility,  as  to  demand  nothing  that  bears  the  refemblance  of 
improvement,  crops  the  moil  profitable  are  crouded  in  ; and  the  land  is  well 
cultivated,  though  with  little  merit  in  the  cultivator  : but  where  inferior  foils 
demand  fomething  more  of  exertion,  there  is  here,  as  in  all  other  parts  of 
France,  an  abfolute  blank  ; a fallow  is  the  immediate  refource,  and  you  ftep 
at  once  from  good  into  execrable  management.  The  turnip  culture  of  Quercy 
is  a lingular  circumftance  in  French  husbandry;  I was  not  there  at  a feafon  that 
enables  me  to  fpeak  of  the  methods  in  which  that  plant  is  cultivated,  nor  of 
the  fuccefs  ; but  as  we  faw  many  fields  uncropped,  in  preparation  for  it,  I am 
willing  to  believe  that  they  really  have  the  culture  ; and  yet  the  univerfality  of 
raves  in  France,  called  rabbet,  rabbioules , &c.  &c.  another  plant,  and  much 
inferior  to  the  real  turnip,  do  not  leave  me  entirely  free  from  fufpicion.  I 
thought  the  queftion  merited  attention,  and  I procured  a few  feeds,  which  I 
fowed  at  Brad  field  ; I had  but  two  plants ; one  was  a turnip,  but  cf  a habit  and 
fize  very  much  inferior  to  our  own  ; the  other  was  a rave,  that  is  to  fay,  with 
a carrot  root  (not  at  all  like  a tankard  turnip),  long,  thin,  poor,  and,  compared 
with  turnips,  of  no  worth.  They  have  many  of  them  in  culture  near  Caen,  in 
Normandy,  in  the  road  to  Bayeaux.  It  is  plain  the  navets , cultivated  in  Brefie, 
are  alfo  the  fame  plant,  from  the  defcription  of  Monf.  Yarenne  de  Fenille,  who 
fays  they  are  like  turnips,  a cela  pres  que  fa  forme  eji  plus  alongee  *.  The  cul- 
ture of  the  lathyrus,  of  vetches,  and  of  the  varieties  of  peafe,  &c.  in  the  fame 
province,  are  points  of  merit ; and  the  more  fo,  as  they  are  found  in  confiderable 
quantities  on  foils  which,  though  rich,  do  not  equal  the  exuberant  fertility  of 
the  lower  vales.  The  molt  lingular  circumftance  in  the  preceding  minutes,  is, 
the  infinite  importance  of  the  culture  of  maiz.  From  Calais  to  CreiiTenfac,  in 
Quercy,  you  never  once  quit  fallows  ; but  no  fooner  do  you  enter  the  climate 
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of  maiz,  than  fallows  are  abandoned,  except  on  the  poorefl  foils  : this  is  very  cu- 
rious. The  line  of  maiz  may  be  faid  to  he  the  divifion  between  the  good  huf- 
bandry  of  the  S.  and  the  bad  husbandry  of  the  N.  of  the  kingdom.  Till  you 
meet  with  maiz,  very  rich  foils  are  fallowed,  but  never  after ; perhaps  it  is  the 
moil  important  plant  that  can  be  introduced  into  the  agriculture  of  any  country 
whofe  climate  will  fait  it.  It  is  a more  fure  crop  than  wheat 3 its  product,  in 
the  food  of  man,  is  fo  confiderable,  that  the  populoufnefs  of  a country  is  neeef- 
farily  very  different  without,  or  with  this  article  of  culture  $ it  is,  at  the  fame 
time,  a rich  meadow  for  a conf  derable  part  of  the  fummer,  the  leaves  being 
flripped  regularly  for  oxen,  affording  a fucculent,  and  mofl  fattening  food, 
which  accounts  for  the  high  order  of  all  cattle  in  the  fouth  of  France,  in  Spain, 
and  in  Italy,  in  fituations  that  feem  to  deny  all  common  meadows.  It  is  planted 
in  fquares  or  rows  fo  far  afunder,  that  all  imaginable  tillage  may  be  given  be*- 
tween  them  -3  and  the  ground  thus  cleaned  and  prepared  at  the  will  of  the  farmer, 
is  an  invaluable  circumftance  ; and  finally,  it  is  fucceeded  by  wheat. — Thus 
a country,  whofe  foil  and  climate  admit  the  courfe  of,  i,  maiz  ; 2,  wheat ; is 
under  a cultivation  that,  perhaps,  yields  the  mofl  food  for  man  and  beafl,  that  is 
poffible  to  be  drawn  from  the  land ; for  as  to  potatoes,  it  would  be  idle  to 
coniider  them  in  the  fame  view  as  an  article  of  human  food,  which  ninety-nine 
hundredths  of  the  human  fpecies  will  not  touch.  They  have  in  provinces, 
where  the  people  will  live  on  them,  a fimilar,  though  perhaps  an  inferior 
merit.  But  maiz  has  the  additional  advantage  of  affording  the  befl  food  that  is 
known  for  fattening  oxen,  hogs,  and  poultry,  by  grinding,  or  otherwife  pre- 
paring the  feed ; thus  affording  a meadow  to  feed  your  cattle  in  fummer, 
and  grain  to  fatten  them  in  winter.  In  fome  of  the  minutes,  mention  is  made 
of  a practice  which  deferves  attention,  namely,  that  of  fowing  it  broadcafl, 
and  thick  for  mowing  to  foil  cattle.  In  the  fouth  of  France,  the  climate 
permits  this  fo  late,  that  fuch  fowing  is  always  for  an  after-crop* — and  never  done 
except  after  the  reaping  of  fome  other  produce.  Such  practices  fhould  convince 
us  of  the  fuperiority  of  the  fouthern  climates  $ and  ought  to  mitigate  the 
farmers  in  our  northerly  ones  to  emulate  thefe  examples  as  clofely  as  poliible, 
by  adopting  the  principle,  though  we  have  not’  the  power  to  transfer  the  plant. 
Ploughing  our  Bubbles  not  after , but  in  harveft,  for  turnips,  and  colefeed,  ap- 
proaches as  nearly  as  our  climate  will  admit.  We  have  had  a variety  of  turnips, 
and  cabbages,  and  other  plants  introduced.  I wifh  we  had  a turnip  that  would 
bear  this  late  fowing  better  than  the  common  one.  I cannot  quit  this  fubject, 
without  remarking,  that  a very  fennble  French  writer,  fpeaking  of  the  culture 
of  maiz  in  Broils,  and  particularly  or  rowing  tne  land  every  year  111  the  courie  or, 
1 maiz ; 2,  wheat ; condemns  it : — ces  tijbge  me  fembie  per ni deux  * * and  in  an- 
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other  place  recommends  fallow. 1 am  lorry  to  fay,  that  this  great  point  oF 

the  arrangement  of  crops  is  as  little  underflood  by  the  enlightened  world  in 
France,  as  by-  the  peafants  themfelves  ; one  can  hardly  give  a more  firiking  in- 
fiance  than  that  c-f  an  ceconomijze>  who  fays,  clover  does  fo  much  good  to  land, 
that  you  may  take  two  or  three  fucceflive  crops  of  oats,  before  lowing  the  land 
with  wheat.  % 

General  Remarks*. 

Throwing  thefe  feveral  rich  diflridts  together,  in  union  with  one  which  1 
know  by  report  only  (the  Baa  Poitou),  amounting  in  the  whole  to  a territory 
almoll  as  large  as  England,  we  cannot  but  admit,  that  France  is  in  pofieffion  of 
a foil,  and  even  of  a hufbandry,  that  is  to  be  ranked  very  high  amongfl  the  belt 
in  Europe.  Flanders,  part  of  Artois,  the  rich  plain  of  Alface,  the  banks  of  the 
Garonne,  and  a confiderable  part  of  Quercy,  are  cultivated  more  like  gardens, 
than  farms.  Perhaps  they  are  too  much  like  gardens,  from  the  fmallnefs  of 
properties ; but  this  is  not  the  place  to  examine  that  queflion,  which  is  curious 
enough  to  demand  a more  particular  difcuffion..  The  rapid  fuccefiion  of  crops  y 
the  harveil  of  one  being  but  the  fignal  of  fowing  immediately  for  a.  feeond,  can 
fcarcely  be  carried  to  greater  perfection  : and  this  in  a point,  perhaps  of  all 
others  the  moil  efTential  to  good  hufbandry,  when  fuch  crops  are  fo  juflly  diflri- 
bated,  as  we  generally  find  them  in  thefe  provinces  ; cleaning  and  ameliorating 
ones  being  made  the  preparation  for  fuch  as  foul  and  exhaufl.  Thefe  are  pro- 
vinces, which  even  an  Englilh  farmer  might  vifit  with  advantage.  Such  praiie, 
however,  cannot  be  given  indifcriminately ; for  fallows  difgrace,  in  fome  rich 
diflricts,  the  hneit  foils  imaginable : a country  can  hardly  be  worfe  cultivated 
than  Picarday,  Normandy,  and'  the  Pays  de  Beauce  y every  acre  of  which  pro- 
vinces would  admit  the  exclufion  of  fallows,  with  as  much  propriety  as  Flanders 
itfelf.  In  the  Pays  de  Caux,  where  fallows  are  very  much  excluded,  for  want 
of  understanding  the  right  arrangement  of  crops,  their  noble  foil  is  full  of  beg- 
gary and  weeds.. 

District  of  Heath,. 

To  detail  all  the  barbarous  rotations,  which  ignorance  has  Spread  through 
Bretagne,  Maine,  and  Anjou,  would  be  tedious  y the  general  feature  of  their 
management  is  to  pare  and  bum  the  fields  exhaufled,  abandoned,  and  by  time 
recovered,  that  a fuccefiion  of  crops  may  bring  it  once  more  into  the  fame, 
fituation.  Great  quantities  of  buck- wheat  are  found  every  where.  In  St.  Pol 
de  Leon  there  is  a better  conduct  y parfnips  are  found ; but  broom  is,  even, 
there,  an  object  of  profit.  Common  courfe,  1,  broom,  fown  with  oats ; 2,  3,  4, 
broom  y it  is  cu$  the  fourth  year,  but  fed  all  the  four:  5,  wheat  4 6,  rye  ^ 7, 
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buck-wheat 3 8,  oats,  or  broom. — This  moil  lingular  culture  of  broom  is  for  fuel  * 
the  country  has  neither  coals  nor  wood — -and  broom  faggots  fell  fo  well,  that  a 
good  arpent  is  worth  about  400  liv.  or  about  1 61.  1 6s.  an  Engliih  acre.  But  it 
is  of  a height  and  thicknefs  of  produce,  in  St.  Pol  de  Leon,  much  exceeding  any 
thing  I have  feen 3 and  they  fay,,  that  four  years  growth  of  broom  improves 
the  land. 

Qbfervations . 

J 

The  vail  province  of  Bretagne,  which  bears  a near  refemblance  to  Maine  and 
Anjou,  is  perhaps  as  ilriking  an  inilanceas  Europe  affords  of  theimmenfe  impor- 
tance of  the  right  arrangement  of  crops 3 a great  portion  of  all  the  three  provinces  is^ 
under  cultivation,  even  a regular  cultivation,  however  barbarous  3 yet  fo  infamouily 
cropped,  that  aimed  the  whole  mufl  appear  to  a traveller  an  abfolute  wade. 
It  was  to  me  an  ailoniihing  fpedtacle,  to  fee  fuch  a wretched  date  of  agriculture 
in  a province  like  Bretagne,  which  I knew  enjoyed  feme  of  the  mod  valuable 
privileges  in  the  kingdom  3 which  pofieded  one  of  the  greated  linen  fabrics  in. 
Europe  3,  and  which  was  furrounded  in  every  part  by  the  fea,  and  abounded  with, 
ports  and  commerce.  But  Flanders  itfelf  would,  if  cropped  like  Bretagne,  be- 
come poor  and  contemptible.  A great  portion  of  the  three  provinces  above- 
mentioned  is  adapted  to  feinfoin,  and  yet  a fprig  of  it  is  not  found.  Every  acre 
that  I faw  was  perfectly  well  adapted  to,  turnips  and  clover,  and  confequently 
to  the  Norfolk  husbandry  3.  but  there  is  nothing  except  broom,  furz,  weeds, 
wade,  and  corn.  Not  an  appearance  of  any  thing  for  the  winter-fupport  of 
cattle  and  iheep,  except  draw.  Thefe  provinces  are  admirably  calculated  for 
iheep3  but  the  number  is  too  inconsiderable  to  be  noticed.  A change  of  the 
rotation  of  crops  is  the  only  thing  wanted  to  alter  the  face  of  thefe  provinces. . 
It  would  be  an  impropriety  to  fay,  that  government  and  feudal  oppreilions  are 
the  foie  caufe  3 and  that  if  thefe  are  not  reverfed,  nothing  could  be  done  3 for 
the  rich  proprietors  and  wealthy  farmers,  the  number  of  whom  is  very  confi- 
derable,  as  well  as  the  nobility  themfelves,  have  their  edates  and  farms  exactly 
in  the  fame  condition,  cropped  in  the  fame  manner,  and  covered,  with  the  feme- 
quantity  of  weeds  and  rubbidi.  Conddering  how  well  adapted  the  foil  and 
climate  are  to  Iheep  mu  ch  the  greater  part  of  all  the  three  provinces  ought  to  be- 
in  feme  fuch  courfe  as  this 3 1,  turnips  3 2,  barley 3 3,  clover 3 4,  wheat.  Alfo, 
x,  turnips 3 2,  barley,  or  oats 3.  3,  artificial  grades,  for  three. years 3 4,  .wheats 
winter  tares,  peafe,  beans,  or  buck-wheat  3 6,  wheat.;  with  no  other  variation 
than  taking  the  winter  tares,  peafe,  and  beans  immediately  on  the  lay,  if  the 
ground  abounded  with  the  red  worm,  and  wheat  following.  By  fuch  courles, 
thefe  provinces  would  produce  mare  than,  the  double  of  what  they  do  at 
prefent,. 

Gas  coign,.. 
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Gascoign. 

I mull,  in  the  firft  place,  remark,  that  the  lands  in  which  the  preceding 
courfes  take  place,  are  but  a fmall  part  of  this  heath  diviiion,  which  is  moftly 
either  mountain,  wafte,  or  lande  ; and  that  the  landes , or  heaths,  of  Bourdeaux 
cover  two  hundred  fquare  leagues  of  territory  5 not  abfolute  wafte,  but  cropped 
with  pines  for  refin  only*  And  there  are  other  vaft  tracks  that  yield  little 
befides  fern,  and  other  fpontaneous  rubbifh.  In  the  fmall  diftricts  that  are 
under  cultivation,  hufbandry,  as  it  appears  from  the  preceding  minutes,  is  infi- 
nitely better  underftood  than  in  the  other  great  divifton  of  heath,  Bretagne,  &c. 
It  is,  on  the  contrary,  in  fome  places  pradtifed  on  very  enlightened  principles; 
a circumitance  that  muft,  if  ever  thofe  wraftes  become  cultivated,  have  very 
powerful  effects  in  fp reading  there  that  good  fyftem  already  eftablifhed  in  the 
country. 

About  St.  Palais  to  Bayonne,  many  turnips  in  a lingular  hufbandry.  I ob- 
ferved  feveral  fields  quite  black,  and  demanding  what  it  was,  found  it  the  afhes 
of  burnt  ftraw : I afterwards  faw  them  ftrewing  ftraw  thickly  over  the  land. 
They  do  this  on  a wheat  ftubble,  but  do  not  think  they  leave  ftubble  enough, 
and  therefore  fpread  much  ftraw,  fet  fire  to  it,  and  it  burns  all  weeds  as  well  as 
itfelf,  cleaning  as  well  as  manuring  the  land.  As  there  are  immenfe  waftes 
through  all  the  country  covered  with  fern,  I afked  why  they  did  not  burn  that, 
and  keep  their  ftraw  ? The  reply  was,  that  they  preferred  fern  for  making 
dung,  cutting  a great  deal  of  it  for  litter.  As  loon  as  burnt  they  plough 
and  harrow.  They  hoe  and  hand-weed,  as  I was  told.  After  turnips  fow 
maiz,  in  this  courfe,  1,  maiz ; 2,  w 
ferving  of  commendation . 

St.  Vincent. — They  fow  clover  among  maiz  in  Auguft;  at  the  the  end  of  April 
or  the  beginning  of  May  the  clover  is  cut  once,  yielding  a fine  crop,  fome- 
times  three  feet  in  height ; it  is  then  ploughed  up,  and  maiz  planted  again  ; 
after  which  fomething  elfe.  Another  courfe  is  to  fow  rye ; after  that  millet ; 
and  with  this  harricots , or  kidney-beans. 

Dax  to  Tartas. — They  have  three  crops  in  two  years  in  this  courfe;  1,  maiz; 
2,  rye,  and  then  millet.  Clover,  called  farouche,  is  fown  alone  throughout  the 
country,  at  the  beginning  of  September  ; mown  for  hay  in  fpring,  and  ploughed 
for  maiz,  in  which  cafe  it  is  after  rye,  inftead  of  millet:  nothing  can  be  better 
hufbandry. 

To  St.  Severe  good  maiz ; much  land  ploughed  ready  for  clover.  All  the 
men  and  women  in  the  country  now  hoeing  millet  (Auguft  17th),  on  three  feet 
ridges,  with  three  irregular  rows  on  each  ridge;  clean  as  a garden,  i,  Maiz, 
and  in  Auguft  turnips  fown  among  it;  2,  fpring  wheat  fown  in  January  or  Fe- 
bruary, 


heat  and  turnips;  which  is  certainly  de- 
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bruary,  which  is  nearly  as  good  as  autumnal ; 3,  clover  fown  in  September  and 
mown,  fine  crops,  in  March  or  April ; 4,  maiz  planted  again  ; and  fiometimes 
fiax  fown  among  maiz  in  September  and  gathered  in  April : — no  fallow.  Ex- 
cellent! Thefe  are  rotations  of  a fuperior  kind;  all  the  reft  in  the  diftrid: 
are  bad. 


General  Observations. 

What  is  equally  applicable  to  all  countries,  that  are,  for  the  moft  part, 
uncultivated,  or  at  leaft  in  a very  wafte  or  rough  ftate,  like  much  in  Gaf- 
coign,  Anjou,  and  Maine,  but  chiefly  in  Bretagne,  is  the  proper  ufe  and 
application  of  paring  and  burning ; when  fuch  lands  are  in  fome  degree  of 
culture,  but  not  entirely  reclaimed,  this  mode  of  hufoandry,  properly  ufed, 
is  excellent  ; on  the  contrary,  as  applied  here,  it  is  a moil  barbarous  and 
mifchievous  practice.  The  common  method  we  have  feen  is  to  burn  pe- 
riodically, and  to  fow  immediately  wheat,  rye,  barley,  or  oats,  as  long  as  the 
land  will  yield  a crop  worth  the  reaping ; then  to  throw  it  afide,  as  if  of  no 
further  value,  and  leave  it  to  recover  itfelf  under  a coat  of  weeds,  broom,  fern, 
furz,  or  any  rubbim  that  may  come.  Abominable  courfes  of  crops,  like  thefe, 
have  brought  the  practice  of  paring  and  burning  into  mod  unjuft  difrepute  in 
every  country  in  Europe.  But  inch  a general  condemnation  is  one  inftance  in. 
a thoufand  of  that  utter  want  of  difcrimination  which  is  fo  pernicous  in  agricul- 
ture. Paring  and  burning,  properly  managed,  that  is,  in  a judicious  courfe  of 
crops,  is  one  of  the  moft  excellent  methods  of  ameliorating  land ; but  it  fhould; 
always  be  made  the  preparation  for  graft,  and  not  immediately  for  corn;  and- 
it  is  in  this  cafe,  as  in  many  others,  that  the  man  who  would  wifti  to  act  on 
found  and  fure  principles,  fhould  bend  his  views  to  get  grafs  on  his  lands,  not  ill 
termed  a layer  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk.  Let  him  infure  graft,  and  he  needs  not 
be  anxious  for  corn;  he  has  it  when  he  pi safes.  Paring  and  burning  fhould 
always  be  given  for  a crop,  that  cattle  may  eat  on  the  land,  either  rape,  cab- 
bage, or  turnip,  as  the  great  mafs  of  alkaline  manure  fhould.  have  a mucilagi- 
nous one  to  aft  upon.  A crop  of  corn,  barley  or  oats  (the  latter  beft)  follows, 
becaufe  you  cannot  get  grafs  profitably  in  fuch  a climate  as  Bretagne,  Maine, 
or  Anjou  without  corn.  In  Gafcoign,  where  it  may  fafely  be  fown  in  September, 
the  neceftity  of  corn  is  not  equal.  With  this  firil  lowing  of  corn,  the  grafs  feeds 
moft  fuitable  to  the  foil  fhould  be  fown  ; they  never  fail  in  fuch  a cafe.  And 
having  a fine,  clean,  and  uncontaminated  produce  of  grafs,  you  may  keep  it  as 
long  as  it  is  profitable,  and  anfwers  your  purpofo;  and  after  that  you  may  break 
it  up  for  corn,  with  a phyfical  certainty  of  feeing  none  but  crops  large  in  pro- 
portion to  the  foil.  And  in  the  whole  management  of  laying  down,  this  rule 

^ught  never  to  be  departed  from,  viz,  of  not  letting  wheat,  rye,  barley,  or  oats 

follow 
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follow  one  another,  without  a hoeing  and  ameliorating  crop  intervening.  Let 
fuch  principles  govern  the  waftes  of  Bretagne,  and  animate  the  heaths  of  Maine 
and  Anjou ; and  the  traveller  will  not  then  curfe  them  for  fombre,  defolate,  and 
neglected  provinces,  but  .hail  the  influence  of  happier  days ! 

District  of  Mountain. 


To  Perpignan  from  Spain,  July  21ft,  Rubbles  ploughed  up  and  fown  with 
millet.  No  idea  of  a fallow,  where  water  is  at  command,  fubfituting  clover, 
harricots,  millet,  and  maiz  j but  the  laffc  not  in  a large  quantity.  Their  clover 
culture  is  very  lingular  $ they  plough  their  ftubbles  the  beginning  of  Auguil, 
and  clover  feed  is  harrowed,  or  rather  rubbed  in  by  a piece  of  wood  fixed  to  the 
plough.  This  clover  produces  much  luxuriant  and  valuable  food  fcr  fheep  and 
lambs  early  in  the  fpring;  after  which  it  is  watered,  and  produces  by  the  end 
of  May  a full  crop  of  hay.  It  is  then  ploughed  up,  and  harricots,  maiz,  or 
millet,  planted,  either  of  which  is  off  in  time  for  putting  in  wheat — and  after  the 
wheat,  another  crop  of  harricot  or  millet  is  taken ; two  crops  are  therefore 
gained  every  year.  But  where  they  have  no  water,  fallows  are  known,  which 
prepare  for  wheat.  The  fallow,  however,  is  made  on  good  land  to  produce 
millet,  harricots,  or  barley,  for  forage.  In  the  whole  vale  from  Narbonne  to 
Niimes,  the  principal  objects  are  vines,  olives,  or  mulberries  ; but  the  vale  land, 
wherever  good,  yields  much  wheat ; fome  parts  of  it  being  a confiderable  corn 


country. 

Dauphine — Montelimart. — Immediately  after  the  wheat  harveR  fome  buck- 
wheat, which  is  now  (AuguR  23d)  in  full  bloffom  j this,  on  companion  with 
England,  is  gaining  a full  month  of  us,  which,  at  this  feafon,  gives  two  crops, 
infiead  of  one.  With  a judicious  management,  they  might  have  as  good  turnips 
after  wheat,  as  we  get  with  almoR  a year’s  preparation.  Monf.  Faujas  de  St. 
Fond  found  all  his  farm  in  the  fallow  courfe  5 but  now  there  is  none,  by  means 
of  fainfoin  and  clover.  Another  moil  fingular  circumftance,  which  fhews  what 
climate  will  do,  is,  that  Monf.  Faujas  has  potatoes  eighteen  inches  high,  planted 
on  the  ground  which  produced  wheat  this  year. 


Ohfervations . 

So  far  as  my  minutes  were  taken,  fertile  vales,  however  narrow  or  inconfi- 
derable  in  extent,  may  be  fuppofed  to  partake  nearly  of  the  character  of  richer 
difiritts.  The  principal  range  of  mountains  here  eroded,  is  the  volcanic  coun- 
try of  Auvergne,  Yelay,  and  Vivarais  ; what  cultivation  I faw  in  them  is  very 
bad,  and  not  to  be  commended,  but  for  its  being  carried  to  fo  great  an  height ; 
it  climbs  up  into  regions,  where  nothing  but  the  greateR  induftry,  animated  by 

property, 
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property,  the  moft  powerful  of  instigations,  could  podibly  lead  it.  But  in 
the  modes  purfued  by  thefe  proprietors,  whofe  pofleilions  are  very  finall,  there 
is  little  that  calls  for  our  attention.  They  are,  in  general,  unenlightened,  and 
praCtife  the  worfc  courfes,  with  as  unremitted  exertions  as  the  bed.  The  prin- 
cipal, and  perhaps  the  bed;  feature  of  thofe  mountains,  are  the  chefnuts,  which 
are  numerous,  and  yield  a confiderable  revenue  to  the  proprietors.  The  moun- 
tains of  Provence,  which  I faw  both  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tour  d’Aigues, 
and  on  the  coad:  of  the  Mediterranean,  are  in  general  a miferable  wade,  and 
afford  no  other  exhibitions  of  culture,  than  fuch  as  had  perhaps  be  better  omitted  | 
to  look  for  proper  courfes  of  crops,  in  fuch  cafes,  would  be  abfurd.  The  moun- 
tains of  Provence,  towards  the  Alps,  by  Barcelonetta,  &c.  are  covered,  as 
mountains  always  ought  to  be,  with  herds  of  cattle,  and  docks  of  fheep.-— 
The  proper  application  of  mountainous  regions,  ispafiuragej  whatever  cultiva- 
tion takes  place,  fhould  be  absolutely  fubfervient  to  the  endeavours,  after 
railing  the  greated  poflible  quantity  of  winter  food  for  cattle  and  fheep.  Wheat, 
rye,  or  other  crops,  to  feed  the  families  of  the  farmers,  are,  on  companion  with 
this,  of  very  trivial  confequence.  The  courfes  of  crops  fhould  therefore  be  not 
much  more  than  an  arrangement  of  turnips,  cabbages,  rape,  potatoes ; with  the 
cultivated  grades,  that  give  the  larged:  products  of  hay — and  with  corn,  but  in 
fubfervience  to  the  reft.  Such  a fydem,  however,  will  not  be  found  on  thefe 
mountains ; nor  is  it  a wonder  that  the  great  object  of  cattle  and  fheep  fhould 
not  be  underftood  in  remote  provinces,  when  they  are  fo  grofsly  neglected  even 
near  the  capital,  where  all  their  products  are  fure  of  an  immediate  market. 

District  of  Stony  Soils. 

This  miferably  cultivated  diviflon  of  the  kingdom,  which  prefcnts  fo  few 
practices  in  common  hufbandry  that  deferve  attention,  offers  nothing  in  the 
minutes  -that  calls  for  notice,  except  the  introduction  of  potatoes  in  fome  of  their 
courfes  ; that  root  being  much  more  cultivated  in  Loraine  and  Franche  Comte, 
than  in  any  other  parts  of  the  kingdom  with  which  I am  acquainted.  The  ge- 
neral arrangement  cf  crops,  throughout  thefe  provinces,  being  the  common  fo- 

tion  of  a third  fallow,  a third  wheat  or  rye,  and  a third  barley  or  oats,  has 
refulted  from  the  great  quantity  of  open  land  therein  fubject  to  common  rights  ; 
it  is,  however,  a difgrace  to  the  cultivators,  that  they  too  often  purfue  the  fame 
miferable  routine  in  their  inclofures.  It  would  be  ufelefs  to  dwell  on  fitch  huf- 
bandry ; it  is  enough  to  clafs  thefe  provinces  among  the  word  cultivated  ones 
(vines  excepted)  that  are  to  be  found  in  the  kingdom ; and,  confidering  the  ex- 
tent of  the  open  fields,  there  is  very  little  probability  of  their  amelioration. 
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District  of  Chalk. 

Through  the  province  of  Soiogne,  the  general  rotation  is,  i , fallow  ; 2,  rye;  it 
is.  the  moft  wretched  of  all  the  French  provinces,  as  more  than  once  obferved. 
The  foil  is  all  a fand,  or  a fandy  gravel,  on  a white  marl  bottom ; in  fome 
places  quite  chalky ; and  in  others  a clay  marl,  but  white ; and  if  we  can 
judge  by  the  fize  and  growth  of  every  fort  of  wood,  it  has  fufficient  principles 
of  fertility  for  the  production  of  any  crop,  well  adapted  to  the  nature  of  its  fur- 
face.  In  every  hole,  and  in  every  ditch  there  is  ftagnant  water ; fo  that  in  a dry 
fandy  country  one  of  the  fir  ft  improvements  would  be  a partial  draining,  which 
is  an  extraordinary  circumftance.  I have  rarely  feen  a country  more  fuiceptible 
of  improvement  of  the  moft  obvious  nature ; nor  any  better  adapted  to  the  Nor- 
folk hufoandry  of  1,  turnips;  2,  barley;  3,  clover;  4,  wheat;  rye  has  no  bu- 
fin.efs  here,  if  the  land  was  marled  and  thrown  into  the  turnip  and  clover  ma- 
nagement; not  the  clover  alone  without  turnip  (which  has  been  the  common- 
blunder  of  half  the  improvers,  as  they  have  called  themfelves,  in  Europe),  but 
by  confidering  a good  crop  of  turnips,  fed  on  the  land  by  fheep,  as  the  parent  of 
clover,  without  which  that  grafs  is  but  a poor  matrix  for  wheat,  on  any  but  rich 
foils.  The  mifery  of  this  trifle  Sologne,  as  the  French  writers  call  it;  the  po- 
verty of  the  farmers,  the  wane  ftate  of  every  part  of  the  country,  remit,  in  no 
inconfiderabie  degree,  from  the  courfes  of  crops  praCti fed ; the  leaft  and  moft  ob- 
vious change  of  them  would  give  a new"  face  to  this  defolate  province.  It  is 
hardly  poftible  to  fu-ppofe  worfe  husbandry-  than  what  is  found,  I may  almoft 
fay  through  every  acre  of  the  other  provinces,  which  form  the  reft  of  this  ex- 
tenftve  calcareous  diftrid:.  Where  the  land  is  good,  they  crop  without  mercy ; 
and  where  it  is  bad,  they  have  nothing  but  fallows  and  weeds,  inftead  of  tur- 
nips and  fainfoin..  All  the  ideas  that  regulate  the  agriculture  of  thefe  chalk, 
provinces  mult  be  abfolutely  annihilated,  before  any  cultivation  can  be  intro- 
duced that  can  make  either  individuals  eafy,  or  the  community  profperous.  It 
is. a ftrange  fpedtacle  to  fee  vineyards  kept  in  the  moft  beautiful  and  garden-like- 
order,  and  all  the  arable  lands,  around  them  nothing  but  filth  and  weeds;  and: 
cropped  in  courfes  that  either  render  them  foul  or  fteril,  A.  confiderable  portion? 
of  thefe  calcareous-  diftridts  ftiould,  be  thrown  into  fainfoin  courfes ; and  the  reft: 
in  rotations  ot  cattle  and  corn  -one  year  producing  food,  for  cattle  and  fheep3. 
and  the  next  food  for  men  or  hones 

District  of  Gravel.. 

To  give  any  table  of  the  courfes  purfued  in  the  two  provinces  of  the  Hour- 
honnois  and  Nevernois  wmuld  be  needlefs,  fince  but  one  feature  is  found, 
throughout  them ; — 1,  fallow";  2,  rye ; a fvftem  to  which  they  mull  be  ftrangely 

partial ; 
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partial  $ for  it  is  found  in  a country  of  which  nine-tenths  are  inclofed,  and  at 
the  command  of  farmers  to  fow  what  they  pleafe.  It  is  not  produce  and  flic- 
cefs  that  fhould  make  them  in  love  with  fallows ; for  the  farmers  are  as  poor 
as  their  crops : the  common  produce  is  four  times  the  feed,  and  they  have  often 
lefs ; and  with  all  this  ploughing  and  fallowing,  which,  according  to  fome 
vifionaries,  are  effent  ial  towards  keeping  land  clean  and  in  heart,  the  foil  is  in 
fuch  a Rate  of  degredation,  that  they  actually  find  it  exhaufted  by  their  ma- 
nagement, and  to  reftore  it  to  fome  degree  of  fertility,  they  leave  it  to  weeds 
and  broom  for  feven  or  eight  years,  in  order  to  recruit  the  foil,  which  fallows  can- 
not effeCt.  The  world  perhaps  cannot  afford  a completer  inftance  of  the  futi- 
lity of  the  practice*.  From  what  I obferved  of  the  Bourbonnois,  and  I exa- 
mined it  with  particular  attention,  as  I had  no  fmall  temptation  to  become  a 
farmer  in  it  myfelf — the  whole  agriculture  of  it  fhould  be  fubfervient  to 
fheep  ; and  the  courfe  of  crops  fo  arranged,  as  to  keep,  by  means  of  turnips  and 
durable  cultivated  grades,  as  large  flocks  as  pofiible.  For  corn,  truft  to  turnips, 
graffes,  and  fheep  : fuch  tools  muff  be  badly  handled  indeed,  if  the]/  will  not 
make  corn! — and  very  different  corn  from  the  beggarly  rye  at  prefen t in  thefe 
provinces. 

District  of  various  Loams. 

It  is  rather  a lingular  circumftance  that  turnips,  or,  if  not  turnips  (for  I was 
not  there  at  the  time  to  fee  them),  raves,  with  roots  large  enough  to  fatten  very 
good  oxen,  fhould  in  thefe  provinces  be  not  at  all  uncommon]  and  yet  that 
the  culture  fhould  hardly  have  any  effeCts  in  improving  their  hunfhandry : the 
faCideferves  attention.  1 have  been  finding  fault  throughout  France  with  their 
want  of  turnips  j and  here  they  are;  and  yet  am  I not  fatislied ! — So  a French- 
man would  exclaim.  But  the  cafe  is  a comment  on  the  importance  of  deeply 
fludying  this  moil  interefting  branch  of  hufbandiy.  It  is  not  turnips  that  are  fo 
much  wanted  as  a good  courfe  of  crops.  A five-and- twentieth  part  of  a farm 
town  with  turnips,  which  are  followed  by  wheat,  may  be  praftifed  till  doomfday. 
before  a farm  will  be  improved ; but  let  the  turnips  be  eaten  on  the  land  by 
fheep  ; fow  barley  and  clover  with  it,  and  take  the  wheat  on  the  clover  ; and  do 
this  once  on  four  acres ; you  will  then  do  it  on  fourteen,  and  then  on  forty.  But 
we  may  eafily  imagine  how  well  turnips  are  underffood  in  a country  where  the 
predominant  courfe  is  fallowing  for  rye.  The  befl  feature  in  their  hufbandry 
does  not  come  within  the  fcope  of  this  chapter,  viz.  that  of  fattening  oxen  with 

* I have  heard  fome  practical  farmers  In  England  aflert,  that  rye  does  not  exhaufl ; or,  at  leaft, 
much  lefs  than  any  other  fort  of  white  corn  ; if  this  be  true,  the  exhaufting  of  thefe  provinces  is  by 
the  operation  of  fallowing ; and  the  land  recruiting,  under  weeds  and  broom,  ieems  to  speak  the  fame 
language. 
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rye  meal,  and  with  the  Imall  quantity  of  turnips  which  they  have.  So  far  as 
they  fupport  cattle  by  arable  crops,  their  merit  is  confiderable ; and  is  one  ma- 
terial ftep  towards  remedying  the  great  deficiency  of  French  hufbandry ; but  in 
regard  to  the  arrangement  of  their  crops,  they  are  as  barbarous  in  their  practice 
as  their  neighbours. 

General  Remarks  on  the  Courfes  of  the  Crops  in  France . 

The  particular  errors  of  the  refpedtive  diftridls,  which  fell  within  my  know- 
ledge, having  been  already  noted  and  commented  on,  there  remain  at  prefen t 
fome  more  general  obfervations  on  fuch  eircumftances  as  are  applicable  to  the 
"whole  kingdom.  Whatever  merit  has  been  found  depends  on  one  of  thefe  two 
points,  either  upon  an  extraoardinary  fertility  of  foil,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Flanders, 
Alface,  and  the  Garonne,  or  on  the  culture  of  a plant  particularly  adapted  to  the 
fouthern  and  middle  climates  of  the  kingdom,  that  is  maiz.  But  as  this  plant 
is  not  found  on  bad  or  even  ordinary  foils,  the  poorer  ones,  in  the  fame  climates, 
are  abandoned  to  nature,  or  to  fallows.  It  is  a moll  lingular  circumfiance,  that 
the  word:  foils  in  England  are  the  bell  cultivated,  or  at  leafb  as  well  cultivated  as 
the  moll  fertile ; and  that  in  France,  none  but  capital  ones  are  well  managed. — • 
When  I come  to  explain  the  connexion  between  government  and  agriculture, 
this  will  be  accounted  for.  The  leading  mifchief,  in  moll  of  the  courfes  of  crops 
throughout  France,  is  the  too  great  eagernefs  to  have  as  much  wheat  or  rye  as 
poffible.  A vaft  population,  and  a fubfiftence  which  experience  has  proved  pre- 
carious, have  been  probably  the  occafion  of  it : but  the  blindnefs  of  the  conduct 
can,  with  enlightened  perfons,  admit  of  no  doubt.  The  more  wheat  you  fow, 
the  more  you  do  not  reap ; and  that  land,  which  is  kept  by  means  of  large 
Hocks  .of  cattle  and  fheep  in  good  heart,  will  yield  more  wdien  fown  but  once  in 
four  years,  than  with  fewer  cattle  it  would  do  if  fown  every  third  year.  In  the 
arrangement  of  courfes,  it  is  neceflary  to  throw  all  fuch  views  abfolutely  out 
of  the  queflion  : that  conduct,  in  this  refpedt,  which  is  fuitable  to  an  individual, 
is  proper  for  a nation.  It  rarely  anfwers  to  a man  to  change  his  purpofe  in  the 
cultivation  of  his  farm,  on  account  of  fome  tranfitory  expectation  of  a price ; he 
ought  to  fow  his  ground  with  the  plant  bed  adapted  to  his  general  view's,  and  to 
the  Hate  of  his  land  : and  not  f\verve  from  his  purpofe  on  the  {peculation  of  any 
particular  view  and  in  like  manner,  it  wTill  always  be  for  the  national  benefit, 
that  the  lands  fhould  be  fown  with  whatever  crop  is  moil  fuitable  to  them, 
and  whole  product  will  pay  heft,  when  valued  in  money.  A populous  and 
rich  country  can  never  want  bread  to  eat,  but  from  the  fault  of  its  govern- 
ment, attempting  to  regulate  and  encourage  what  can  fiourifh  by  abfolute  free- 
dom only : the  inhabitants  of  fuch  a country  will  always  command  wheat, 
becaufe  they  can  afford  to  pay  for  it : and  her  own  farmers  will  never  fail 
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of  railing  that,  or  any  other  product,  in  any  quantity  demanded,  provided 
they  are  not  impeded  by  injudicious  laws  and  reftrictions.  In  thefe  prin- 
ciples, it  is  neceffary  to  confider  all  products  as  equally  beneficial,  provided 
they  may  be  equally  converted  into  money.  The  quantity  of  rye,  in  every 
part  of  France,  even  in  the  richeft  provinces,  is  probably  one  of  the  grofteft  ab- 
furdities  in  the  agriculture  of  Europe  ; wheat  is  almoft  every  where  Rained 
with  it,  to  ufe  the  farmer’s  language.  Yet  throughout  that  whole  kingdom, 
there  is  hardly  any  foil  to  be  found  bad  enough  to  demand  rye.  Ail,  generally 
fpeaking,  is  fufficiently  good  for  wheat.  In  part  of  Sologne,  near  Chambord, 
there  are  fome  poor  lands,  that  would  not  anfwer  well  for  wheat ; but  there  being 
a rich  marl  under  the  whole,  if  improved  and  thrown  into  the  turnip  and  clover 
hufhandry,  it  would  yield  more  wheat  than  it  now  does  rye  ; the  fame  obferva- 
tion  is  applicable  to  the  pooreft  lands  of  the  Bourbonnois  and  Nevernoisj  after 
thefe,  there  are  but  very  partial  fpots  that  would  not  yield  v/beat.  In  confider- 
ing,  with  refpedt  to  the  national  intereils,  the  proper  courfes  of  crops  for 
France,  two  circumftances  fhould  be  had  in  rememberance,  wdiich  may  not  at 
fir  ft  be  thought  to  bear  upon  the  queftion ; it  is  the  quantity  of  foreft  necelTary 
in  a country  that  either  has  not  coal,  or  does  not  ufe  it ; and  the  vaft  tracks  that 
are  under  vines.  Thefe  are  fubjedts  that  demand  notice  under  other  heads,  but 
here  they  fhould  be  mentioned  to  fhew,  that  while  the  quantity  of  arable  land 
is  thus  prodigiouily  lefiened,  attention  to  banifh  fallows,  and  introduce  proper 
courfes  of  crops,  becomes  of  the  highefl  importance.  When  we  reflect,  that 
from  a fixth  to  a feventh  of  the  kingdom  is  occupied  by  wood,  and  that  the 
fpace  covered  by  vines,  is  exceedingly  great,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  waftes  are 
in  fome  provinces  of  enormous  extent,  it  will  appear  amazing  how  fo  numerous 
a people  are  fed,  with  a third  or  fourth  of  all  their  arable  land  incumbered,  not 
cleaned,  by  barren  fallows. 

There  are  practical  farmers  in  England,  who  think  fallowing  neceflary  * and 
there  are  no  practices  in  the  minutiae  of  the  farmer’s  bufinefs,  but  will  in  every 
age  meet  with  thofe  who  ftrenuoufly  fupport  and  defend  them.  There  is  no 
period  without  fome  favourite  fchemes,  every  one  of  which  may,  under  certain 
circumftances,  have  merit  ^ but  the  politician  has  nothing  to  do  with  fuch 
queftions  ; he  muft  either  confider  hufbandry  in  its  great  outlines,  or  he  cannot 
confider  it  all ; he  muft  view  the  riche  ft  and  beft  cultivated  countries,  and  fee 
whether  all  the  lands  in  fuch  are  not  every  year  productive  ; he  muft  enquire 
if  fheep  and  cattle  in  great  quantities  are  not  eliential  in  a thoufand  refpects  ^ 
whether  manure  does  not  depend  on  them  ^ and  whether  corn  does  not  depend 
on  manure  ; he  will  afk  whether  the  conversion  of  the  turnips  of  Norfolk,  the 
beans  of  Kent,  the  cabbages  and  carrots  of  Flanders,  the  maiz  of  Guyenne,  or 
the  lucerne  of  Languedoc,  into  fallows,  would  in  finch  provinces  be  efteemed 
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national  improvements  ? He  will  conclude*  that  as  fheep  and  cattle  cannot  pof« 
fibly  abound  where  fallow  rotations  are  purfued,  the  fir  ft  and  moft  obvious  im- 
provement is  to  make  the  fallows  of  a country  fupport  the  additional  cattle  and 
ilieep  wanted  in  it.  He  will  draw  this  conclulion  in  the  outline,  becaufe  he  will 
fee  the  fad:  eftablifhed  and  pradifed  in  the  heft  cultivated  countries,  let  their  foil 
be  what  it  may.  The  particular  modes  of  applying  the  general  principle  he  may 
not  underftand,  but  the  leading  principle  is  obvious  to  common  feme.  The 
practice,  however,  of  diftrids,  and  even  of  individuals,  fpeaks  the  fame  language 
moft  decifively.  To  compare  this  fpot  with  that  is  not  the  bufinefs ; — but  that 
country,  that  farm,  will  be  moft  improved  and  moft  produdive  upon  which  the 
greater!  quantity  of  cattle  and  fheep  is  kept.  This  holds  good  of  an  acre,  a 
field,  a farm,  a diftrid,  a province,  or  a kingdom.  This  point,  of  fuch  infinite 
and  national  importance,  depends  abiolutely  on  the  eourfes  of  crops.  Reiterated 
and  fatisfadory  experiment  has  proved,  that  two  crops  of  white  corn  ought  not 
to  come  together;  inftances  may  poLiibly  be  quoted  to  the  contrary,  but  to  rea- 
fon  on  particular  exceptions  would  be  endiefs.  If  this  rule  be  broken,  it  is  ge- 
nerally at  the  expence  of  cattle  and  fheep,  and  of  dung;  and  whatever  is  pur- 
chafed  at  that  expence  is  purchafed  dearly  Out  of  fuch  a maxim,  the  right 
condud  rifes  naturally  : it  fuppofes  corn  and  cattle  crops  alternate ; part  of  the 
arable,  therefore,  maintains  cattle,  and  part  yields  corn.  This  will  decide  the 
nature  of  the  crop ; for  cattle  and  ftieep  muft  be  fiipported  in  winter  as  well  as 
in  fummer ; the  crops  for  each  feafon  muft,  therefore,  be  proportioned  to  each 
other,  and  the  arrangement  muft  be  fuch  as  preferves  the  land  clean.  It  would 
be  evidently  ufelefs  to  take  notice  of  the  variety  of  cafes  that  may  admit  varia- 
tions, without  militating  againft  the  leading  principles  of  fuch  a deduction. 
JLand  may  be  fo  rich  as  to  want  neither  cattle  or  fheep;  it  may,  like  fome  on 
the  Garonne,  produce  hemp  and  wheat  for  ever ; it  may  be  fo  near  a great  city, 
that  purchafed  manure  may  make  other  eourfes  more  eligible ; certain  crops 
may  be  in  fuch  demand,  as  to  make  it  defirable  to  cultivate  them  by  way  of  fal- 
low, though  not  for  cattle  or  fheep,  as  colefeed  for  oil,  tobacco,  flax,  and  other 
articles.  Such  exceptions,  which  in  the  nature  of  things  muft  be  numerous, 
are,  in  no  refped,  contrary  to  the  leading  principle  - that  ought  to  govern 

* It  is  not  from  theory  or  reafoning,  or  even  from  the  view  of  the  farms  of  others,  that  thefe  ideas 
are  fuggefted ; my  own  farm  fupports  me  in  the  opinion.  The  average  rental  of  it  is  pretty  exaftly 
the  average  rental  of  England  ; but  if  the  kingdom  in  general  were  equally  flocked,  it  would  contain 
twenty-two  millions  more  of  fheep  than  it  does  at  prefent,  near  one  and  a half  million  more  of  cattle, 
two  hundred  thoufand  fewer  horfes,  and  between  two  and  three  millions  more  of  people.  This  is  a fydem 
which  may  he  called  national  and  political  hufbandry.  There  are,  doubtlefs,  men  who  will  aik  me 
if  my  crops  are  drilled?  If  I horfe-hoe  very  well  ? If  my  hedges  are  clipped  ? Or  my  ridaes  high 
or  low,  broad  or  narrow  ? Or,  perhaps,  whether  my  fheep  have  horns,  or  my  gates  painted  r It  is 
in  agriculture  as  it  is  in  morals ; a virtue  purchafed  at  the  expence  of  a greater  virtue,  becomes  a vice. 
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throughout  this  inquiry.  For  the  winter  fupport  of  cattle  and  iheep,  there  are 
turnips,  cabbages,  potatoes,  rape,  carrots,  parfnips,  beans,  vetches  $ for  the 
fummer  fuflenance,  cultivated  grades  of  all  kinds,  which  fhould  neceffarily  be 
adapted  to  the  quality  of  the  foil,  and  to  lafl  in  proportion  to  the  poverty  of  it, 
and  to  the  nature  of  the  grafs.  Hence  then  fome  courfes  arrange  themfelves 
that  are  applicable,  perhaps,  to  all  the  foils  of  the  world.. 

1,  Roots,  cabbage,  or  pulfe, 

2,  Corn. 

3,  Grades. 

4,  Corn.. 

And,  1,  Roots,  or  cabbage » 

2,  Corn.. 

3.,  Grades. 

4,  Pulfe  ormaiz,  hemp  or  flax. 

5,  Corn.. 

And  in  the fe  the  chief  didinction,  relative  to  foil,  will  be  the  number  of  years 
in  which  the  grades  are  ieft:  there  are  variations  in  particular  cafes,  but  the 
number  is  inconiiderable.  To  enlarge  upon  and  explain  fuch  cafes,  to  fhew  in 
what  manner  they  clean  and  improve ; and  to  point  out  what  the  variations  ought 
to  be  for  adapting  the  general  principle  to  particular  foils  and  dtuations,  would1 
be  a proper  budnefs  if  I were  writing  a treatife  of  agriculture,  but  wmuld  be  mif- 
placed  in  the  rapid  view  which  brevity  obliges  me  to  take  as  a traveller.  With 
thefe  principles  tor  our  guide,  we  may  venture  to  affert,  that  the  generality  of 
the  courles  of  crops  in  France,  and  all  of  them  on  indifferent  foils,  areabfolutely 
iuconfiflent  with  the  profit  or  individuals,  and  with  national  profperity.  When 
Louis  XIV.  beggared  his  people,  in  order  to  place  a grandfon  of  France  on  the 
throne  of  Spain,  and  to  acquire  Flanders  and  Alface,  &c.  he  would  have  rendered 
his  kingdom  indniteiy  richer,  more  proiperous,  and  more  powerful,  had  he  ba~ 
niihed  the  fallows  from  naif  a dozen  of  his  provinces,  or  introduced  turnips  in 
fome  others  ; there  is  Icarcely  a ftep  he  could  have  taken  in  fuch  an  improve-- 
ment  of  his  agriculture  which  would  not  have  given  him  more  fubjedts  and 
more  wealth  than  any  of  his  conquered  provinces ; every  acre  of  which  was 
purchafed  at  the  expence  of  ten  of  his  old  acres  rendered  wafte  or  unproductive  y 
nor  was  one  Fleming  or  German  added  to  his  fubjedts,,  but  at  the  expence  of 
five  Frenchmen.. 


When  the  importance  of  attending  to 
finking,  we  fhali  know  pretty  well  how 
eties  of  agriculture,  that,  are  in  France, 


courses  of  crops  is  thus  manifeff  and 
to  eftimate  the  merit  of  the  forty  foci- 
by  the  fubjedts  about  which  they  bufy- 
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CHAP.  VI. 

Irrigation « 

"JOT  O N E of  the  leaft  confequence  in  eroding  from  Calais  to  La  Marche. 

^ ^ La  Ville  au  Brun  to  Bq/Jie. — Meet  with  it  firft.  The  quicker  the  water 
runs  off,  the  greater  the  improvement.  Flat  lands  are  improved,  but  the  rufhes 
not  deftroyed.  The  bed:  water  is  the  coldeft — and  immediately  as  it  iftues  from 
the  fpring*  Seldom  irrigate  in  winter  : cut  but  once.  It  is  plain  the  practice  is 
but  ill  underftood  here. 

Limosin  to  Limoges . — Every  fpot  of  land  in  the  mountains  is  watered  that 
is  poilible;  and  with  fuch  attention,  a?  marks  how  fenfible  they  are  of  the  im- 
portance of  this  improvement.  The  water  is  conducted  very  high  up  the  Hopes 
of  the  hills ; and,  in  feveral  inftances,  I was  at  a lofs  to  conjecture  from  whence 
it  was  brought.  But  in  the  low  flat  bottom  it  is  badly  done,  with  lines  of  rufhes 
along  the  carrier^trenches,  and  little  attention  paid  to  the  conducting  of  the 
water  away  fpeedily  enough. 

XJfarch .* — Water  with  great  care ; in  Hummer  they  prefer  fpring  water  juft  as 
it  iflixes  from  the  earth ; but,  in  the  beginning  of  the  fpring,  river  water. 

Rousillon — Perpignafi . Great  exertions  in  watering  in  the  vale  lands,  and 
perfectly  well  underflood.  The  richeft  arable,  of  the  vale  at  Pia,  fells,  if  not 
watered,  at  600  liv.  the  minatre  (20I.  9s.  6d.  per  acre),  but  the  watered  lands  at 
locoliv.  (37I.  9s.  iod.  per  acre).  Near  Perpignan,  a confiderable  aqueduct  for 
it.  From  Perpignan  to  Villa  Franche,  great  exertions.  They  prefer,  in  many 
places,  clear  water- — and  the  nearer  to  the  fpring  the  better. 

Languedoc.-— Through  all  this  province  it  is  much  pradtifed,  and  with  great 
fuccefs. 

Ganges—- Coming  out  of  this  town,  I was  furprifed  to  find  by  far  the 
greatefl  exertion  in  irrigation  I had  yet  feen  in  France-  a folid  flank  of 
timber  and  mafonry  is  formed  acrofs  a confiderable  river  between  two  rocky 
mountains,  to  force  the  water  into  a very  fine  canal,  in  which  it  is,  on  an  ave- 
rage, fix  feet  broad  by  five  deep,  and  half  a mile  long;  built,  rather  than  dug, 
on  the  fide  of  the  mountain  juft  under  the  road,  and  wTailed  in  like  a fhelf — a 
truly  great  work,  equally  well  imagined  and  executed  ! — A wheel  raifes  a por- 
tion of  the  water  from  this  canal  thirty  feet,  by  its  hollow  periphery.  An  aque- 
duct, built  that  height,  on  two  tire  of  arches,  receives  the  water,  and  conducts 
it  on  arches  built  on  the  bridge,  acrofs  the  river,  to  water  the  higher  grounds  $ 
while  the  canal  below  carries  the  larger  part  of  the  water  to  lower  fields  an 
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undertaking  which  muft  have  coil  confiderable  fums,  and  fhews  the  prodigious 
value  of  water  in  fuch  a climate. 

St.  Laurence — Lodeve. — Within  a few  miles  of  Gauge,  another  fimilar  irri- 
gation ; the  water  taken  from  the  river  in  the  fame  manner,  and  lifted  equally 
high  by  another  wheel $ this  is  juft  by  the  chateau  of  Madame  la  Marquife  de 
Gauge.  For  the  whole  way  through  thefe  mountains  the  exertions  in  water- 
ing are  prodigious ; there  is  not  an  inch  capable  of  being  irrigated,  over  which 
water  is  not  thrown,  conducted  on  the  ilopes  of  the  mountains  every  where  poftible. 

Beg  de  Rieux. — Every  where  watered  that  is  practicable ; and  the  bed  of  a river 
laid  fo  dry,  from  its  water  being  all  taken  for  irrigations,  that  it  is  curious  to  view. 

Camp  an. — Lands,  with  water  at  command,  fell  at6  ooliv . the  j ournal  (491 . 17s . 6d. 
per  acre),  ofyoo  Cannes  (about  19,600  feet),  but  not  watered,  from  300  to  qooliv. 

Bagnere — Bigore. — Arable  vale  watered,  and  with  great  fuccefs. 

Gas  coign — St.  Vincents  to  Lax. — Several  ftreams  above  waftes  or  bad  lands, 
and  no  ufe  made  of  them. 

Lo  L art  as . — Several  more. 

Beauvoifois. — Some  watered  meadows  pretty  well  done,  which  is  an  extraordi- 
nary thing  in  this  part  of  France. 

Normandy — NeufcbateL — Practifed  for  meadows,  but  not  well* 

Falaife. — A vale  of  watered  meadows  that  produce  100  liv.  per  acre,  22  feet  to 
the  perch  (3I.  10s.) 

Bretagne — Belleijle. — Some  fcraps  attempted  to  be  watered,  the  firft  I have 
feen  in  this  province,  but  ill  done,  and  the  water  not  carried  off. 

Anjou — Lourbilly . — Irrigation  abfolutely  unknown  in  the  country,  though 
good  opportunities  are  not  wanted. 

Maine — Beaumont . — Fine  ftreams  through  all  the  country,  but  no  ufe  made 
of  them. 

Normandy — Bernaya — Some  near  the  town,  cut  for  the  fecond  time,  OdL  3* 

Alsace — Ife?iheim  to  Befort. — Firft  appearance  in  Alface,  and  not  well  done. 

Bourbonnois — Moulins. — Monf.  Martin,  the  gardener  of  the  royal  nurfery, 
who  is  from  Languedoc,  waters  his  garden  after  the  manner  of  that  province*  A 
Perlian  wheel  of  buckets  railes  the  water  from  a well  twelve  feet,  the  receiver 
being  placed  fo  low  as  to  have  five  or  fix  of  the  buckets  emptying  at  a time, 
and  very  little  water  is  loft ; not  the  twentieth  part,  according  to  all  appearance. 
Ahorfe  turns  the  wheel.  It  raifes  200  poincons,  each  of  200  bottles,  an  hour. 
The  water  is  conducted  by  fmall  channels  to  all  the  beds  that  want  it. 

Auvergne — Riom. — For  two  or  three  miles,  a moft  noble  irrigation,  in  apart 
of  the  rich  vale  of  Limagne.  The  carrier- trenches  all  crouded  with  double  rows 
of  willows.  A fine  fecond  growth.  Some  land  under  corn  that  fhould  be  grafs. 

Clermont. — At  Royau,  the  volcanic  mountain  fides  all  watered ; but  it  is 
coarfely  done. 
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Izoire . — Much  pra&ifed  ; their  gardens  are  planted  in  quick  fuccefiion,  by 
means  of  it : after  hemp,  cabbages  immediately.  The  diftribution  of  the  water, 
in  thefe  gardens,  is  very  defective;  they  throw  it  from  the  trenches,  on  to  the 
beds  with  bowls,  inftead  of  flowing  equally  of  itfelf.  It  probably  arifes  from  this 
circumftance,  that  their  gardens  and  hemp-grounds  are  not  fo  valuable  as  what 
they  call  vergers ; that  is,  watered  meadows  planted  with  apples,  and  other 
fruit-trees. 

Languedoc. — From  Riom  to  the  Rhone,  acrofs  Auvergne,  Velay,  and 
Vivarais,  all  lands  are,  for  the  moil  part,  watered,  that  are  capable  of  being  fo. 

Dauphine — Montelhnart Irrigation  carried  here  to  a confiderable  perfec- 
tion. Clofe  to  the  town,  a feptier,  which  is  one-half  of  an  arpent  of  Paris,  lets 
at  2 f louis  d’or,  or  five  the  arpent,  120  liv.  (61,  2s.  6d.  per  acre).  At  a diflance 
60  liv.  with  obligation  to  dung  every  fecond  year,  which  is  remarkable:  ioq 
fepterees,  that  receive  the  wafhing  of  the  city,  lets  at  5000  liv.  befides  600  liv. 
for  the  winter  feed  of  cheep.  They  are  cut  three  or  four  times  a-year.  In  Dau- 
phine, the  water  of  fprings  is  preferred  to  that  of  rivers,  except  of  the  Rhone, 
which  is  as  good.  And  the  reafon  they  aflign  is,  that  the  former  never  freezes, 
but  river  water  does;  and  eonfequently  improper  to  water  with  in  winter.  In 
fummer,  turbid  water  damages  the  grafs. 

Provence — Avignon , — Irrigation -is  here  carried  on  in  great  perfection,  by 
means  of  the  waters  of  the  river  Durance  and  the  Crillon  canal,  made  only  for 
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the  purpofes  of  watering.  The.  meadows  are  mown  thrice,  a-year,  producing 
from  30  quintals  of  hay,  at  40 f.  to  6qf.  the  quintal,  on  each  eymena  of  21,600 
feet  (7  ton  14  cwt.  per  acre)  at  three  cuts.  Sell  near  the  town  fuch  mea- 
dows to  1000  liv.  (76I.  1 os.  per  acre).;  further  from  it,  800  liv.  (61I.  5s.  per  acre). 
If  the  feafon  is  dry,  they  are  watered  every  twelve  days ; but  in  a moifl;  time, 
once  in  three  or  four  weeks..  In  fome  cafes,  they  begin  with  turbid  water, 
a finifh  with  what  is  clear  to  clean  the  crop.  Never  water  their  corn  at  all, 
t in  extraordinary  droughts. 

LUis.— The  road,  from  Avignon  hither  paiTes,  for  fome  miles,  through  the 
dead  level  of  the  plain;  the  whole  watered  with  great  attention.  The  channels 
for  conducting  the  flreams,  appear  to  be  traced  with  much  fkill,  and  the  diftri- 
bution is  to  every  crop  at  will.  There  are  many  vines  from  which  it  is  excluded; 
but  it  feems  to  be  very  ill  management,  to  plant  vines  on  land  that  admits 
watering.  It  certainly  would  not  be  done,  if  the  profit  on  that  crop  were  not 
very  great.  Much  of  this  land,  is  under  clover  and  lucerne,  watered;  but  the 
fame,  while  in  corn  is  not  watered.  And  the  effect  of  irrigation  is  -fuch,'  that 
the  clover  (which  is  fown  among  wheat  in  autumn)  is  cut  once  for  hay  the 
fame  year  in  which  the  wheat  is  reaped:  thrice  the  following  year ; and  then 
-either  ploughed  up  for  corn,  or  left,  for  meadow ; in  which  latter  cafe,  the 
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chief  grafs  that  comes  is  the  avena  elatior.  The  foil  a white  calcareous  loam, 
till  within  four  miles  of  Lille,  and  then  a brown  argillaceous  earth,  without  Hones 
three  or  four  feet  deep,  apparently  of  great  fertility,  with  or  without  water. 
At  Lille,  watered  meadows  fell  at  400  liv.  the  eymena,  and  are  cut  thrice ; but 
they  complain  of  a want  of  water,  which  is  extraordinary,  far  they  feem  to  have' 
the  greater!  command  of  it.  It  is  raifed  into  gardens  by  many  wheels  with 
' hollow  felloes  turned  by  the  Hream,  and  conducted  artfully  into  every  bed. 

Vauclufe. — -The  fpring  at  this  village,  which  will  for  ever  be  celebrated  in 
the  annals  of  love  and  poetry,  ought  not  to  be  lefs  fo  in  thqfe  of  cultivation. 
The  waters  are  ufed  in  irrigation  within  three  or  four  hundred  yards  of  the  rock 
from  which  they  buril,  and  with  great  effect. 

Organ.— In  going  hither  from  Vauclufe,  there  is  much  irrigation.  Near  Ca- 
vaillon  the  land  is,  for  that  purpofe,  dug,  and  fome  even  trenched.  At  Orgon 
the  canal  de  Boifgelin,  fo  called  from  its  patron,  the  Archbifhop  of  Aix,  is  a 
noble  work,  but  unfinilhed ; it  pafies  here  in  a tunnel  four  hundred  and  forty 
yards  through  a mountain ; it  is  twenty  feet  broad,  and  eight  deep ; has  no 
water  in  it,  as  the  work  has  flood  Hill  for  fome  years,  for  want  of  money.  The 
mountain  it  cuts  is  of  chalk  and  marl ; a Honey  chalk,  not  at  all  like  common 
lime- Hone ; and  a ftony  clay  alfo,  hut  calcareous,  with  a fine  chalky  marl, 
twenty  or  thirty  feet  deep.  Pafs  on  the  great  road  to  Aix  for  about  a league,  all 
richly  watered,  and  then  quit  it  for  Salon.  Crofs  the  above-mentioned  canal, 
but  without  water  in  the  midfi  of  an  arid  ftony  fiat,  that  would  pay  admirably 
for  irrigation  ; but  in  the  vale  afterwards  the  canal  de  Boifgelin  is  finilhed  ; finely 
executed  in  flone,  and  quite  full;  and  there  are  three  others,  fo  that  the  quantity 
of  water  here  conveyed  is  very  cdnfideraMe. 

La  Cran. — By  this  term  is  to  be  underfiood  the  moil  fingular  Ilony  deiart 
that  is  to  he  met  with  in  France,  and  perhaps  in  Europe.  It  is  about  five  Larues 


every  way,  and  contains,  probably,  from-  twenty  to  twenty- five  Iquare  league-; 
in  twenty  there  are  136,780  Englifh  acres.  Tt  is 
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being  fo  uniform  a mafs  of  round  Hones,  fome  to  the  fize  of  a man’s  1 
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of  all  fiz'es  lefs,  that  that  the  newly  thrown  up  ihingle  of  a fea  more  is  hard! 
free  from  foil.  Beneath  thefe  furface  Hones  is  not  fo  much  a land  as  a kind 
cemented  rubble,  a fmall  mixture  of  loam,  with  fragments  of  flone.  Ve&em- 
tion  is  rare  and  miierable.  Some  of  the  abfinthium  and  lavender,  ib. low- 
poor,  as  hardly  to  be  recognized ; and  two  or  three  miierable  grades  with 
centaur  era,  calycitropa , and  foljiitidlis , were  the  principal  plants 
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could  find  ; 

and  I believe,  on  recollefbion,  an  'eryngium.  I fear  died  for  the  hlium  pere?me. 
but  could  not  difcover  a Angle  flalk,  or  any  figns  of  it;  I conclude,  therefore, 
that  this  plant  was  all  fo  eaten  down,  as  not  in  this  feafon  (Au quill  to  b 
Able.  After  travelling  fome  miles  on  this  extraordinary  defer t,  I 
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if  the  reft  of  it  were  ftmilar  to  what  I had  feen  and  they  anfwered  me,  that  it 
was  all  alike,  both  in  reipedt  of  foils  and  plants.  The  only  ufe  to  which  the 
uncultivated  part  is  applied,  is  that  of  winter  feeding  an  immenfe  number  of 
fheep  (to  the  amount  of  a million,  as  I was  informed,  but  which  I doubt)  that 
are  fummer-fed  in  the  Provence  Alps,  towards  Barcelonetta  and  Piedmont. 
If  any  think  that  a million  are  fed  here,  the  number  of  acres  muft  be  much 
larger  than  I have  mentioned.  The  reafon  why  I arrange  this  ftony  region 
under  the  title  irrigation,  is  on  account  of  fome  very  noble  undertakings  to 
water  it,  which  deferve  more  attention  than  any  thing  elie  to  be  met  with  in  it. 
In  advancing  from  Salon  into  the  Crau,  at  about  four  miles,  the  road  crolfes  the 
canal  of  Boiigelin.  The  old  canal  of  Crappone,  at  the  fame  place,  isieendif- 
tributing  water  in  various  directions,  for  the  amelioration  of  one  of  the  moft  arid 
tracks  that  is  to  be  met  with  in  the  world.  The  canal  de  Crappone  takes  its 
waters  from  the  Durance  at  La  Roche,  and  carries  it  to  the  fouthern  part  of  it 
at  litres.  This  canal  is  forty  miles  long.  That  of  Boilgelin  receives  it  from 
the  fame  river  at  Malavort,  and  crofting  the  other  divides  into  three  branches ; 
one  of  which  leads  to  lands  in  the  neighbourhood  of  litres  3 the  fecond,  to  St. 
Saumas  and  Magnan,  and  this  part  of  the  Crau 3 the  third  is  a fmall  one,  that 
turns  to  the  left  towards  Salon.  In  confequence  of  water  being  thus  conduced 
to  a region  where  it  is  fo  much  wanted 3 fome  very  capital  improvements  have 
been  wrought.  Some  large  tracks  of  the  Crau  have  been  broken  up,  and  planted 
with  vines,  olives,  and  mulberries,  and  converted  into  corn  and  meadow.  Com 
has  not  fucceeded 3 but  the  meadows  I viewed,  are  amongft  the  moft  extraordi- 
nary ipeCtacles  which  the  world  can  afford,  in  refpedt  to  the  amazing  contrail 
between  the  foil  in  its  natural,  and  in  its  watered  ftate,  covered  richly  and  luxu- 
riantly with  clover,  chicory,  rib  grafs,  and  avena  elatior.  The  mode  in  which 
the  improvements  were  made,  has  been  that  of  removing  the  ftones  for  plough- 
ing 3 theie  are  laid  in  an  irregular  ilovenly  manner,  by  way  of  fences  to  the 
inclofures  3 and  particularly  in  one  part,  where  a new  improvement  has  taken 
place  near  the  road. — Upon  the  fubjedt  of  watering  this  moft  lingular  diftridt  I 
had  converfations  with  fome  gentlemen  at  Salon,  who  much  queftion  whether 
thefe  improvement  had  anfwered,  the  expences  having  been  very  great.  On 
this  point,  I ihall  prefume  to  remark,  that  the  great  expence  they  put  themfelves 
to  in  removing  the  ftones  with  fo  much  care,  does  not  feem  to  me  to  have  been 
judicious.  If  I were  to  attempt  the  cultivation  of  any  fuch  track  of  ground,  fo 
level  as  this  is  in  its  natural  ftate,  I would  condudt  water  with  the  greateft  at- 
tention, but  content  myfelf  with  removing  the  largeft  ftones  only.  I would 
fow  the  proper  grafs  feeds  on  the  ihingle  and  water  immediately  3 and  aim  more 
at  converting  the  foil  to  good  pafturage  than  to  meadow.  No  ploughing  and 
no  ether  expence  than  grafs  feeds  and  irrigation  would  be  incurred.  After 
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fome  years  watering,  I fhould  find  the  interfaces  of  the  flones  filled  with  artifi- 
cial mould ; and  then  a very  little  labour  would  convert  it  to  meadow.  In  fuch 
attempts  undertakers  are  too  apt  to  aim  at  complete  improvements,  and  are  dif- 
fatisfied  if  they  do  not  bring  fuch  wafles  at  once  to  the  refemblance  of  fields 
that  have  been  long  under  cultivation  ; but  to  render  fuch  works  profitable, 
enormous  expences  fhould  be  avoided ; and  fomething  left  to  time  to  effect, 
filently  but  furely,  and  without  other  expenditure  than  that  of  a little  patience. 
It  is  at  leaf!  worth  the  experiment.  I am  much  miflaken  if  water  and  feeds 
would  not  make  very  valuable  paflurage,  without  other  exertions,  and  perhaps 
better  than  with  tillage.  Monf.  de  la  Lande  fpeaks  of  the  Canal  de  Provence, 
which  takes  the  waters  of  the  Durance  to  Aix  and  Marfeilles,  being  110,000 
toifes  long;  and  of  the  irrigations,  by  it  bringing  in  a million  of  livres  a-year  *. 

Hyeres . — Never  water  corn,  or  any  arable  crop,  except  lucerne;  unlefs  it  be  in 
the  greatefl  droughts.  Yet  it  is  here  perfectly  well  underflood,  and  is  the  great 
fupport  of  all  the  low  grounds  and  flopes.  They  ufe  it  with  great  attention  and 
fuccefs.  They  have  a pretty  contrivance  for  watering  their  gardens,  out  of  a 
ditch  feven  or  eight  feet  deep,  never  thinking  of  the  miferable  method  ufed  in 
England  of  carrying  and  fpreading  with  watering-pots  : on  the  contrary,  they 
fix  a poll  of  five  or  fix  feet  high  on  the  bank  of  the  ditch,  and  a long  pole  ba- 
lanced for  fwinging  every  way  on  the  top  of  it,  with  a pail  at  one  end,  and  a flone 
for  a balance  at  the  other.  A man,  by  dipping  the  pail,  which  he  does  inceffant- 
ly,  and  emptying  it  into  a trench  cut  for  receiving  the  water,  fupplys  a conflant 
ftream,  which  is  conducted  alternately  to  different  beds,  prepared  in  the  fame 
manner  as  for  common  irrigation,-^  contrivance  highly  deferving  the  attention 
of  thofe  who  have  perrennial  ponds  near  their  gardens. 


Obfervations . 

From  the  foregoing  notes  it  appears,  that  in  fome  parts  of  France,  particu- 
larly In  the  fouthern  provinces,  this  branch  of  rural  oeconomy  is  very  well  un- 
derflood, and  largely  pradtifed ; but  the  moft  capital  exertions  are  very  much 
confined  ; I met  with  them  only  in  Provence  and  the  weflern  mountainous  parts 
of  Languedoc.  In  the  former,  canals  are  cut,  at  the  expence  of  the  province, 
for  conducting  water  many  miles,  in  order  to  irrigate  barren  tracks  of  land : 
in  England  we  have  no  Idea  of  fuch  a thing.  The  interefls  of  commerce  will 
induce  our  legiflature  to  cut  through  private  properties,  but  never  the  interefls 
of  cultivation.  The  works  I obferved  at  Gange,  in  Languedoc,  for  throwing 
the  water  of  a mountain  flream  into  a canal,  and  railing  it  by  enormous  wheels 
into  aquedudts  built  on  arches,  being  much  more  limited  in  extent,  and  even 
confined  to  fingle  properties,  might  more  reafonably  be  looked  for  in  the  moun- 
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tainous  difiridts  of  England  and  Wales.  Such  would  anfwer  greatly,  and  there- 
fore ought  to  be  undertaken ; for  I hardly  need  obierve,  that  watering  in  our 
northerly  climate  anfwers  upon  moft  foils,  as  well  as  it  does  in  the  S.  of  Europe. 
The  difference  in  value  between  cultivation,  watered  or  not  watered,  is  not 
.greater  there  and  here,  except  on  arid  and  abfolutely  barren  lands,  on  which  the 
-difference  arifing  from  climate  is  certainly  enormous.  Under  a hot  fun  and  in  a 
dry  climate  like  that  of  Provence,  fandy  or  ftony  tracks,  fucli  as  La  Crau,  yield, 
comparatively  fpeaking,  nothing  ; but  watered,  they  become  clothed  with  the 
richeft  verdure,  and  yield  the  fined:  crops.  In  regarding,  therefore,  the  latitude 
of  a country  as  an  index  for  afcertaining  the  degree  of  improvement  effected  by 
irrigation,  theory  would  deceive  us  greatly.  Water  gives  many  other  things  be- 
fides  humidity;  it  manures,  confolidates,  deepens  the  ffaple  or  furface  mould,  and 
guards  againft  cold  ; effedts  as  obvious  in  a northern  as  in  a fouthern  climate. 
If  I hold  up  the  example  of  the  fouthern  provinces  for  England  to  copy,  the 
French  will  not  contend  that  they  do  not  want  it  in  their  northern  diftriets. 
In  travelling  from  Calais  to  the  Pyrenees,  I met  with  this  practice  firfi  in  La 
Marche,  between  LaVilleau  Brun  and  Bailie,  having  palled  confiderably  more 
than  half  the  kingdom ; thence  it  holds,  'with  little  interruption,  to  the  Pyre- 
nees, and  the  whole  did: rice  of  thole  mountains  from  Perpignan,  where  the. 
practice  is  in  great  perfection,  as  it  is  through  the  chief  part  of  Rouilillon ; 
almoit  to  Bayonne  all  is  watered ; but  ft  range  to  fay,  it  is  unknown  (at  leafl 
I faw  no  traces  .of  it)  in  that  part  of  Gafcoign  near  St.  Vincents,  Dax  Tartas, 
and  to  Auch.  Thr  ougn  all  the  N.  of  Prance,  comprehending  every  thing  N. 
of  the  Loire,  I no  where  found  it,  excepting  only  a few  traces  imperfectly  ex- 
ecuted at  Neufchatel,  Bernay,  and  Falaife,  in  Normandy,  and  at  Izoire,  in  the 
Beauvoifois,  but  to  fo  inconfiderable  an  amount,  that  they  do  not  merit  attention 
in  a general  view  of  the  kingdom.-  The  Due  de  Liancourt,  always  attentive  to 
every  thing  that  promifes  public  utility,  has  made  a noble  experiment  at  Lian- 
court, to  introduce  this  practice  into  the  Clermontois,  where  it  is  fo  greatly 
wanted,  that  many  confiderable  vales  are  hardly  better  than  bogs,  which,  wa- 
tered, would  be  the  richeft  meadows ; his  firfi:  cutting  was  fixty-five  tons  on 
eight  arpents.  France  owes  much  to  the  enlarged  views  of  that  active,  patriotic, 
and  enlightened  citizen.  Through  Picardy,  Flanders,  Artois,  Champagne,  Lo- 
raine,  Alface,  Tranche  Compte,  Bourgogne,  and  the  Bourbonnois,  I will  not 
afiert  that  the  practice  is  unknown ; I have  noted  fomething  of  it  in  Alface  ; but 
generally  fpeaking,  it  may  be  underfiood,  that  thefe  provinces  are  not  watered. 
In  travelling  much  above  a thouiand  miles  through  them,  I faw  nothing  that 
merits  a moment’s  attention  upon  this  head ; but  I viewed  and  even  examined 
many  hundred  ftreams,  in  various  parts  of  them,  affording  numerous  opportuni- 
ties of  irrigation,  without  being  ufed  for  this  purpofe.  It  is  at  Riom,  in  Au- 
vergne, before  this  practice  is  met  with  in  effect.  Hardly  more,  therefore. 
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than  one-third  of  the  kingdom  can  be  faid  to  underhand  this  moil  obvious  and 
important  objedf,  one  of  the  firft  in  the  circle  of  rural  ceconomics.  If  acade- 
mies and  focieties  of  agriculture  are  amenable  to  the  judicature  of  common  fenfe, 
what  are  we  to  think  of  their  employing  their  time,  attention,  and  revenues  on 
drill-ploughs  and  horfe-hoes — on  tindtures  from  roots — and  thread  from  nettles 
— while  two- thirds  of  fuch  a territory  as  that  of  France  remain  ignorant  of 
irrigation  ? 


CHAP.  VIL 


Meadows* 

IN  a country,  the  greater  part  of  which  Is  open,  and  much  the  greater  part  very 
ill  cultivated,  meadow  mufc  neceflarily  bear  a price  much  beyond  the  pro- 
portion of  other  countries  differently  iituated.  I hardly  know  a barer  proof  of 
the  backward  Irate  of  a country,  than  that  of  meadows  bearing  an  exorbitant 
price.  When  chalk  hills  become  covered,  as  they  ought  to  be,  with  fainfoin, 
the  price  of  meadows  links  half.  When  the  arable  lands  yield  neither  cabbage,, 
turnip,  nor  potatoe  for  the  winter  nourifhment  of  cattle,  hay  is  the  only  depen- 
dence. When  the.  value  of  clover  is  little  known,  meadow  muff  be  rated  at  too 
high  a value.  Thefe  limple  inflances  mew  at  once  the  connection,  a^d  the 
eaufe.  It  follows,  that  the  price  and  rental  will  vary,  not  according  to  the  in- 
ti-info value,  but  the  circumftances  of  the  arable  diftridts  in  its  neighbourhood. 
The  price  in  France  is  every  where  coniiderahle,  and  in  fome  places  exceedingly 
great ; fuggefting  no  flattering  ideas  of  the  general  huibandry  of  the  kingdom. 
The  produce  of  hay  is  in  fome  cafes  large,  but,  on  the  whole,  does  not  anfwer 
the  price ; ariflng,  doubtlels,  in  fome  meafure,  from  the  lands  being  fed  at  feafons 
when  food  is  fcarce  and  valuable,  and  thereby  leflening  the  quantity  of  hay. 

In  the  general  management  of  meadow  ground,  the  firft  feature  is  irrigation,, 
on  which  this  is  not  the  place  to  enlarge,  at  is  lufficient  to  remark  here,  tnat 
hardly  more  than  one-third  of  the  meadows  of  the  kingdom  is  io  improved. 

Draining,  fmoothing  the  furface,  by  keeping  is- iiee  ii0m  ^ m0ie  anc^  aiit  lmiS> 
rolling,  weeding,  &c.  are  performed  very  infufficiently,  every  where,  except  in 
watered  diftrifts  : draining  is  almoft  university  negledted.  immenfe  tracks,  m 
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find  in  the  heft  meadows  of  Great  Britain.  The  principal  are,  r,  lathyrus 
pratenfs , which  I-  take  to  be  the  firft  plant  for  meadows  that  is  to  be  found 
in  either  of  the  kingdoms,  and  meriting  an  attention  which  it  has  been  very 
far  from  receiving ; 2,  achillcea  millefolium , an  admirable  plant,  equally 

negledted  with  the  former ; 3,  trifolium  pratenfe,  the  common  clover,  a 

biennial  plant,  but  found  abundantly  in  mo  ft  meadows ; 4,  trifolium  re - 

pens,  the  white  Dutch  clover,  not  valued  by  fome  very  good  farmers ; but 
its  being  found  largely  in  the  beft  meadows  of  Europe,  fhould  make  fuch 
an  idea  very  doubtful ; 5,  plantago  lanceolata , rib  grafs  ; 6,  medicago  lupuiina , 
trefoil,  indigenous  over  the  whole  kingdom,  as  it  is  alfo  in  England ; 7,  me- 
dicago arabica  poly  morph  a ; 8,  lotus  corniculatcfy  9,  poterium  fanguiforba , 

burnet,  excellent  in  fttuations  and  foils  diredtly  the  reverfe  of  each  other;  on 
barren  fands  for  iheep-walk,  and  it  is  found  largely  in  the  f neft  meadows.  To 
thefe  we  may  add  another  plant,  found  amply  in  the  richeft  meadows  over  the 
fouth  of  Europe,  and  indigenous  in  England  on  poor  fands,  the  chicorium  intybus , 
equal,  perhaps  fuperior  to  all  the  reft,  except  the  lathyrus  pratenfts , the  culture 
of  which  is  difficult. 

I fay  nothing  of  graffes,  from  the  extreme  uncertainty,  as  well  as  difficulty, 
of  getting  feed  clean.  If  the  nurfery  that  affords  it  be  kept  without  alternate 
tillage,  many  forts  bad,  as  well  as  good,  are  found  in  it ; and  for  alternate  til- 
lage, in  courfes  of  crops,  it  muff  be  difcovered,  that  they  improve  and  prepare 
for  corn  like  clover,  &c.  Ray  grafs,  in  England,  has  been  cultivated  under  that 
great  deficiency  for  a peculiar  purpofe,  the  early  fpring  feed  of  fheep.  If  the 
feed  of  the  fefluca  pratenfs,  poa  trivialis , the poapretenfs,  the  alopecurus  pratenfs, 
and  a few  others,  could  at  all  times  be  procured  at  a reafonable  price,  they  ought 
to  be  objects  of  more  attention. 

When  the  plants  are  well  known  that  fill  the  beft  meadows  of  a country,  the 
moft  important  knowledge  is  gained  for  forming  new  ones  ; fuch  of  thefe  plants 
as  yield  feed  fo  plentifully  as  to  enable  feedfmen  to  deal  in  them,  fhould  be 
fown,  and  never  the  chance-medley  of  hay  chambers,  a practice  pretty  well  ex- 
ploded in  England,  but  in  France  fuch  queftions  are  novel. 


CHAP.  VIII. 

Lucerne . 

Picardy— Boulogne.- — T*  ASTS  twelve  to  fixeen  years;  three  cuts,  very  fine 

j j and  thick ; fixteen  pounds  of  feed  per  meafure,  about 

an  acre ; four  or  five  horfes  kept  for  five  months, 

BreteuiL 
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BretemL — Value  it  more  than  corn ; three  cuts  ; in  fpots  four  feet  high ; lafts 
ten  years  ; firffc  cut  for  horfes,  the  reft  for  cows. 

Isle  of  France — Arpajon. — Much  ; three  cuts. 

Roussillon — Bellegarde. — Watering  fhortens  its  duration  ; give  it  water 
every  eight  days,  when  there  is  no  rain. 

Perpignan. — Watered  lucerne  in  all  the  bottoms. 

Pia. — By  far  the  richeft  crop,  and  moft  profitable  culture ; it  is  fbwn  largely 
on  two  forts  of  land,  the  dry  ftony  poor  foils  that  are  watered,  and  alfo  on  the 
rich  deep  friable  loam  in  the  vale  between  Pia  and  the  calcareous  northern 
mountains,  which  are  not  watered  ; in  all  cafes  it  is  fbwn  broadcaft  and  without 
corn.  It  is  cut,  for  the  firft  time,  the  end  of  April;  and,  if  watered  every  forty 
days  afterwards,  to  the  amount  of  five  cuts  in  all ; if  the  land  be  not  watered 
it  is  cut  thrice  with  a full  produdb ; and  a fourth  time  with  an  inferior  one.  If 
watered  it  does  not  laft  above  feven  or  eight  years,  but  in  other  land  twenty  and 
even  thirty  years  ; the  hay  is  preferred  to  all  others ; a minatre  is  worth  6 louis 
at  four  cuts  (5I.  9s.  4d.  per  acre)  ; I walked  over  many  fields  of  it,  and  found 
the  crops  beautifully  clean  and  luxuriant,  of  a complexion  and  product  very  dif- 
ferent from  what  is  ever  feen  in  England,  but  not  equal  to  that  of  Barcelona  in 
height  by  a third.  Perpignan  to  Villa  Franca,  take  three  crops  of  wheat  after 
lucerne. 

Sijean. — Yields  two  cuttings  in  dry  years,  and  four  in  wet  ones ; lafts  ten  years. 

Languedoc — Caufjan. — Fine;  under  mulberries  ; from  thirty-fix  fefterees 
get  an  hundred  feptiers  of  feed  ; the  lefteree  is  fown  with  ioolb.  of  wheat ; the 
price  laft  year  wras  50HV.  the  leptier.  Vale  land  under  lucerne  lets  fometimes 
at  40  liv.  to  72  liv.  the  iefteree ; corn  land  only  1 5 liv. 

Pezenas . — Lucerne  every  where ; lafts  ten  or  twelve  years  ; is  excellent  for 
every  thing  except  fheep,  for  which  animal  it  is  too  fattening. 

Pinjan . — Sow  15  lb.  the  fefteree;  always  alone;  cut  five  times  a year,  and 
lafts  fifteen  years,  yielding  i20olb.  dry  hay  each  cutting ; and  the  feed  of  a fef- 
teree has  yielded  100 liv.;  the  prefent  price  of  the  feed  is  45  liv.  the  quintal, 
and  of  the  forage  40 f When  it  is  weedy  they  clean  it  by  ploughing  in  the 
winter  with  a narrow  pointed  fhare,  choofi ng  frofty  weather,  which  Fills  the 
weeds,  but  not  the  lucerne ; an  admirable  practice,  and  apparently  the  origin  of 
Rocque’s  harrowing,  if  it  extend  into  Provence,  his  country.  When  it  is  worn 
out,  their  conduct  is  no  lefs  excellent : greatly  as  it  improves  the  land,  they  do 
not  venture  to  low  wrheat,  but  barley  and  oats  for  hay,  not  corn,  for  two  years 
in  fiicceftion  ; a great  deal  of  lucerne,  pu  thing  from  the  old  roots,  w^ould  con- 
fiderably  injure  any  corn,  but  add  equally  to  the  value  of  a crop  of  forage,  as 
they  call  it ; and  the  mowing  early  cuts  oil  abundance  of  weeds  ; after  theie  two 
crops  they  fow  wheat,  which  proves  very  fine. 
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Lunel. — Much  lucerne,  but  not  fine,  for  the  foil  is  inferior. 

Carcafjbnne. — Cut  it  four  to  fix  times,  according  to  rain;  lads  10  to  1 4 years. 

Gascoign — St.  Vincents. — Cut  in  good  years  thrice,  in  bad  ones  twice; 
much  over-run  with  couch. 

F bur  an A few  fmall  pieces  ufed  for  foiling  horfes. 

FJiafort. — Cutfour  times  for  foiling  horfes,  and  it  is  the  befi;  food  of  all  for  them. 

Landron. — -See  a fmall  piece  of  lucerne,  but  no  other  in  the  rich  vale  of  the 
Garonne. 

Poi  to u — Poitiers. — Lads  fifteen  years ; ufe  it  both  for  foiling  and  hay,  which 
is  better  than  that  of  fainfoin. 

.Touraine — Ghanteloup . — The  Due  de  Choifeul’s  cows  always  tied  up  the 
year  round ; in  dimmer  foiled  on  lucerne,  which  gave  cream  and  butter  of  the 
very  fined  flavour. 

Blois. — Pieces  of  it  on  a poor  and  almoft  blowing  land  ; lads  five  years ; cut 
it  thrice  ; and  the  produce  more  valuable  than  corn. 

Q?'leans. — Lads  eight  or  nine  years,  and  is  cut  thrice. 

Isle  of  France — Petiviers. — Lads  twelve  or  fifteen  years. 

Melun. — Much  here;  lads  ten  years ; it  is  cut  thrice,  and  the  produce  more 
valuable  than  wheat. 

Te?'faint. — Cut  thrice;  the  fird  yields  400  bottes  of  hay;  the  fecond  200 ; 
the  third  100  ; in  all  700  (about  4 tons  per  acre),  and  the  felling  price  20  liv. 
the  100 : or  140,  the  arpent.  The  fined  of  all  their  corn  crops  are  thofe  which 
fucceed  it. 

To  Montgeron . — It  is  the  bed  feature  of  their  hufbandry..  Sow  22lb.  of  feed 
per  arpent,  with  oats.  It  lads  twelve  years.  The  price,  at  prefent,  20  liv.  the. 
ico  bottes..  When  they  break  it  up,  they  fow  oats,  and  then  wheat,  getting  by 
far  the  fined  crops  they  ever  experience. 

Liancourt .' — Cultivated  in  confiderable  quantities.  Sow  301b.  of  feed  per  ar- 
pent, at  the  average  price  of  20  to  24/!  the  pound.  Monf.  Prevod,  a very  in- 
telligent and  underdanding  farmer  in  the-  vale  of  Catnoir,  has  remarked  a great 
difference  between  the  feed  of  Provence,  &c.  which  is  commonly  fold  in  the- 
north  of  France,  and  their  own.  The  former  rarely  fucceeds  fo  well  as  their 
own,  which  he  attributes  to  the  great  difference  of  the  climate : with  their  own 
feed  they  never  fail. — The  general  cudom  is  to  fow  it  with  oats.  It  lads,  with 
tolerable  management,  ten  or  twelve  years;  but  on  a rich  deep  foil,  on  a dry 
bottom,  it  has  been  known  to  reach  the  duration  of  twenty  years.  To  deftroy 
the  weeds  which  arife  in  it,  they  harrow  it  partially  with  iron  toothed  harrows,, 
and  manure  it.  with  rottem  dung.  It  is  always  cut  three  times  a-year,  andfome- 
times  four ; but  that  is  not  common  : a very  good  arpent  would  let  at  150  liv.. 
a-year,  which  is  more  than  any  other  production  in  the  country.  The  fined  of 
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all  may  give  1600  bottes  of  hay,  each  of  i2lb.  or  19,  2001b.  which  is  above  feven 
tons  theEnglifh  acre.  In  general,  the  crop  may  be  reckoned  at  500  bottes,  at 
two  cuts  on  a mine,  or  1000  the  arpent,  which  is  i2,ooolb.  or  better  than  five 
tons  per  Engliih  acre.  The  price  of  it  does  not  equal  that  of  good  common 
hay ; nor  is  it  reckoned  fo  good  for  horfes.  At  prefent  it  is  not  worth  more 
than  20  liv.  the  100  bottes:  they  fave  feed  of  the  third  growth,  and  reckon 
20olb.  per  arpent  a middling  crop.  Seeding  does  not  deftroy  it ; on  good  land 
it  is  juft  as  good  after  ; but  fometimes  on  poor  land  it  is  injured.  A vaft  object 
in  the  culture  is  the  great  improvement  it  works  in  the  land ; when  they 
plough  it  up,  they  do  not  venture  to  have  wheat,  as  the  luxuriance  would  be 
iuch  that  the  product  would  be  all  ftraw.  They  take  two,  three,  four,  and 
even  five  crops  of  oats  in  fuccefiion,  which  are  prodigiouily  great;  and  when 
the  oats  decline,  they  low  wheat,  and  get  a very  fine  crop  ! 

Marenne. — Lafts  twelve  to  fifteen  years  • cut  thrice ; when  ploughed  up,  fow 
two  crops  of  oats,  and  then  wheat,  all  fure  to  be  excellent. 

Pontoife , — Near  the  town  half  the  land  is  under  it. 

Brajjeufe . — Commonly  fown  with  oats  that  fucceed  wheat,  and  often  upon 
one  ploughing  only;  yet  iuch  is  the  happy  texture  of  the  foil,  a fine  friable  fandy 
loam,  that  it  fiicceeds  tolerably  well,  and  would,  with  better  huibandry,  yield  an 
immenfe  advantage;  it  lafts  ten  or  twelve  years,  and  longer  when  taken  care  of. 
They  cut  it  thrice  a year.  It  yields,  at  the  two  firft:  cuttings,  300  or  400  bottes 
per  arpent  of  hay  fit  for  horfes,  and  the  third  is  for  cows.  Madame  la  Viicountefs 
du  Pont,  filler  of  the  Duchefs  de  Liancourt,  has  poifibly  more  lucerne  than  any 
other  perfon  in  Europe.  She  has  250  arpents  80  of  which  were  mowed  this  year. 
I faw  the  hay,  and  never  met  with  better  or  fweeter,  yet  hotted  from  the  field  in 
the  method  univerfal  in  France.  She  was  fo  good  as  to  inform  me,  that  no  food 
for  cows  yielded  finer  butter ; I tailed  it,  and  none  could  be  better  flavoured. 

Dammar  tin. — Much ; lafts  nine  years  ; cut  thrice,  unlefs  for  feed,  in  which 
cafe,  twice  only.  The  firft  cutting  yields  400  or  50Q  bottes  ; the  fecond  half  as 
much.  The  Archbiihop  of  Aix,  who  has  an  abbey  in  the  neighbourhood,  has 
taken  great  pains  to  fpread  the  culture,  and  has  occaiioned  near  800  arpents 
being  fown. 

SoiJJons. — Lafts  eight  or  nine  years  ; cut  thrice ; yields  at  the  firft  300  bottes 
of  hay,  of  1 2lb. ; at  the  fecond  250 ; and  at  the  third  1 00  per  arpent,  of  96  perch, 
of  22  feet,  46,464  feet  (3  tons  3 cwt.). 

Artois — RecGujfe. — They  have  fome  ; cut  thrice;  lafts  twelve  to  fifteen 
years,  and  reckoned  excellent. 

Normandy — Coutances . — In  the  way  to  Granville  many  patches,  the  firft 
I had  feen  in  Normandy,  and  they  increafe  to  pieces  of  fome  confequence;  lafts 
twenty  years,  and  is  conftantly  cut  thrice. 
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La  Roche  Guy  on .• — Much  cultivated  ; the  Duchefs  d’Anvillehas  fifty  arpents, 
and  a farmer  in  the  neighbourhood  forty- feven ; and  I law  fome  good  pieces  in 
going  to  Magny  ; it  is  cut  thrice,  but  does  not  laft  more  than  fix  years ; fow  it  with 
oats ; when  broken  up,  they  take  three  crops  of  corn  in  fucceffion ; in  the  open 
fields  every  body  turns  into  it  the  ift  of  November. 

Isle  of  France — Nangis. — Seed  2olb.  anarpentde  Paris,  at  12  to  iof.  the 
pound  {261b.  the  acre) ; fow  it  with  barley  or  oats  that  follow  wheat;  lafls  fix 
years,  if  manured  eight;  a good  arpent  yields  three  hundred  bottes  the  firfl  cut 
(1  ton  i4cwt.  per  acre),  two  hundred  the  fecond  (1  ton  3 cwt.),  one  hundred 
the  third  ( 1 1 § cwt.),  each  of  iolb.  (in  all  3 tons  8f  cwt.) ; fome  fown  alone  on 
a clean  fallow  in  Augull,  and  this  is  by  far  the  bed; ; the  hay  20  to  30  11  v.  the 
hundred  bottes  (2I.  3s.  8d.  a ton) ; if  let  it  is  at  40  liv.  (2I.  2s.  per  acre);  when 
they  break  it  up,  two  crops  of  oats,  and  then  one  of  wheat,  and  all  good. 

Meaux. — When  oats  have  two  leaves,  they  harrow  in  the  lucerne  feed  2olh.  per 
arpent  (100  perch  22  feet)  (171b.  per  acre)  ; the  price  per  lb.  4 to  10 f ufually 
6j‘. ; the  firfl  year  it  produces,  the  firfl  cut,  but  one  hundred  bottes  per  arpent, 
afterwards  four  hundred  (2  ton  2 cwt.  per  acre),  fome  five  hundred,  each  of  12 
to  1 61b. ; the  fecond  cut  two  hundred  ( 1 ton  1 cwt.  per  acre),  the  third  one  hun- 
dred (iof  cwt.  per  acre),  in  all  3 tons  13!  cwt.;  the  hay  of  the  firfl  cut  is  given 
to  horfes,  the  fecond  to  fheep,  and  the  third  to  cows;  it  is  never  manured;  but 
the  foil  is  a deep  rich  loam,  that  is  to  be  ranked  among  the  finefl  in  the  world ; 
couch  is  the  greatefl  enemy  to  it ; they  never  ufe  it  in  foiling,  but  always  for 
hay ; for  mowing,  making,  cocking,  and  carting,  10  liv.  the  arpent;  all  is  hotted 
in  the  field.  They  are  now  (July  3,)  mowing  the  firfl  growth,  but  fome  has 
been  cut  fome  time ; nothing,  they  fay,  improves  land  fo  much ; all  the  good 
oats  that  Mr.  Gibert  fhewed  me,  at  Neufmoutier,  were  after  lucerne ; the  dif- 
ference between  thole,  and  the  other  crops  after  wheat,  being  that  of  yellow 
and  green. 

D auphine — L’ Grid. — Prepare  for  it  with  the  fpade,  at  the  expence  of  1 2 liv. 
the  fepteree ; dung  well ; lafls  five  years  ; after  that  time,  if  they  would  preferve 
it,  they  plough  it  acrofs  with  a little  plough,  sailed  a binet , to  deflroy  the  grafs, 
and  then  it  fucceeds  for  twro  years  more.  When  they  break  it  up,  they  take  five 
crops  of  wheat  in  fucceffion.  I expreffied  my  amazement  at  this  execrable  ma- 
nagement ; and  Monf.  Faujas  ae  St.  Fond  attefled  the  truth  of  the  fact.  If  wild 
oats  come  the  third  year,  they  fow  oats  or  rye  inflead  of  wheat,  on  that  account. 

Provence — Avignon Much;  it  is  ufually  fown  alone  in  March,  51b.  of 

feed  per  eymena  of  21,600  feet  (iolb.  per  acre) ; cut  four,  five,  or  fix  times,  and 
lalls  feven  or  eight  years  if  much  watered,  ten  or  twelve  if  lefs ; they  then 
plough  it,  and  find  the  amelioration  fo  great,  that  they  take  five,  fix,  feven,  and 
even  eight  crops  of  wheat  in  fucceffion  1 But,  bad  as  fuch  management  may  be, 
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it  is  not,  however,  to  be  clafled  with  a fimilar  rotation  among  us,  for  water 
works  miracles  ; and  the  wheat  harvefl  is  fo  early,  that  it  affords  time  for  what 
they  pleafe.  Lucerne  fuits  light  rich  land  bell ; the  produce  at  every  cutting 
twenty-five  quintals  (3  tons  3 cwt.  per  acre)  ; but  for  this  it  mufl  be  dunged  as 
well  as  watered,  which  muff:  be  done  in  winter,  after  the  frofls  are  gone ; if  no 
dung  fifteen  quintals  (1  ton  5 cwt.  per  acre)  ; the  price  40  to  50  /.  the  quintal, 
being  10  f.  below  meadow  hay.  They  reckon  the  hay  bad  for  horfes,  blowing 
them  up  too  much,  but  excellent  for  all  other  animals  ; I faw  feme  of  it  at  Avig- 
non fo  beautifully  green,  that  I felt  it  to  afeertain  if  it  were  really  hay,  and  not, 
as  my  eyes  told  me,  frefh  cut  ■,  it  is  fometimes  let,  and  rents  from  20  to  60  liv. 
the  eymena  (60  liv.  is  4I.  12s.  gd.  per  acre)  $ at  five  cuttings  the  produce  per 
acre  in  money  is  21I.  13s.  2d. 

Kyeres. — I viewed  a new  plantation  making  by  Monf.  Battaile;  the  piece  con- 
tained one  and  a half  acre  Englifh,  and  he  was  working  it  at  the  following  ex- 
pence: Firfl  digging,  96  liv. — Burning  roots,  weeds,  clods,  &c.  96  liv.— 

Dunging  120  liv. — Second  digging,  96  liv. — Seed,  60  liv.— Total,  468  liv.  or 
1 3I.  1 3s.  per  acre.  It  was  left  quite  fmooth  and  fine  to  the  depth  of  a foot,  free 
from  every  fort  of  root  weed,  and  laid  in  beds  ready  for  watering,  and  now  (Sep- 
tember) fowing ; next  year  he  will  cut  it  four  times,  afterwards  five,  and  per- 
haps- fix ; it  will  laid  fifteen  years,  and  poflibly  twenty  ; could  let  it  at  400  liv.  a 
year  (nl.  13s.  yd.  per  acre),  and  the  produce  grofs  500  liv.  (14I.  11s.  nd.  per 
acre) ; and  when  broken  up  it  will  give  great  crops  of  wheat. 


Observations. 

The  culture  of  the  plant  under  our  confideration,  is  one  of  the  principal  fea- 
tures of  French  hufbandry.  We  have  gone  to  the  French  fchool  for  the 
culture  of  it,  yet  it  is  ill  managed,  and  with  bad  fuccefs  in  England,  and  has 
been  fo  in  every  period ; but  in  France,  even  in  climates  fimilar  to  our  own, 
it  is  an  object  of  almoft  uniform  profit ; and  it  muff  therefore  be  unfortunate 
indeed,  if  we  do  not  extradl  fomething  from  the  French  practice  deferving  our 
attention  and  imitation.  The  firfl  leading  circumflance  that  demands  our  at- 
tention is  the  unvarying  pradice  of  fowing  itbroadcafl.  The  lucerne  in  Spain, 
which  is  of  a luxuriance  we  have  no  conception  of,  and  the  little  I have  feen  in 
Italy,  is  all  Town  in  the  fame  way  : a contrary  practice,  namely,  that  of  drilling 
has  very  generally  taken  place  in  England  ; it  has  been  repeatedly  urged,  that 
the  humidity  of  our  climate  renders  hoeing  necefiary  to  keep  it  free  from  the 
fpontaneous  graffes  ; and,  if  hoeing  is  necedary,  drilling  is  certainly  fo.  But  this 
neceliity  is  not  found  to  take  place  in  the  north  of  France,  the  climate  of  which 
very  nearly  refembles  our  own.  After  fome  years,  thole  graffes  deflroy  it  there 
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as  well  as  here  ^ but  the  French  think  it  much  more  profitable  when  that  hap- 
pens  to  plough  it  up,  than  to  infure  a longer  poffeiiion  by  perpetual  expence 
and  attention. 

A Frenchman  from  Provence  (Rocque),  introduced  this  broadcaft  culture  of 
lucerne,  about  twenty-five  years  ago  into  England:  I faw  his  crops,  which  were 
very  fine,  and  equal  to  any  in  the  north  of  France.  Mr.  Arbuthnot,  of  Mitcham, 
had  it  alfo  in  the  fame  method  on  a large  fcale,  and  with  confiderable  fiiccefs ; 
other  perfons  have  fiicceeded  equally  well,  whofe  experiments  may  be  found  in 
the  regifters  of  my  agricultural  tours  through  England  ; the  method,  however, 
has  not  been  generally  purfiied ; and  the  little  lucerne  to  be  found  in  England 
is  chiefly  in  drills.  It  certainly  deferves  inquiry,  wdiether  this  is  not  the  reafon 
of  the  cultivation  at  large  not  having  made  a greater  progrefs  with  us  *.  The  in- 
troduction of  hoes  and  horle-hoes  among  crops  that  are  cleared  but  once  a year 
from  the  land,  and  with  no  necefiity  of  mowing  them  dole  to  the  ground,  ap- 
pears to  be  much  eafier,  and  more  practicable,  than  hoeing  and  horfe -hoeing  a 
meadow  cut  and  cleared  thrice  in  a year  ; and  which  mull  of  necefiity  be  mown 
quite  clofely.  The  preceding  minutes  feem  to  allow  the  conclulion,  that  the 
drill  is  not  neceffary  for  this  culture ; the  broadcafi:  fueceeds  well  in  every  part 
of  France,  in  proportion  to  the  goodnefs  of  the  foil  and  to  management,  like 
every  other  crop. 

I wifh  not  to  make  this  a didadtic  work,  or  I could  offer  hints  that  might  be 
of  advantage  poffibly  to  the  culture  in  England  j I fhould  apprehend,  that  a 
turnip  or  cabbage  fallow  is  the  right  preparation ; if  the  field  be  foul  for  two 
years  in  fucceffion,  fed  on  the  land,  fown  with. barley  or  oats,  three-fourths  the 
cortmion  quantity  of  feed,  fay  two  hufhels  ^ fhould  weeds  appear  the  firft  year, 
I wrould  beffow  ios.  per  acre  in  drawing,  weeding,  or  otherwiie  extirpating 
them  ; and  after  that  the  lucerne  fhould  take  its  chance.  Explanations  are 
endlefs  ; a hint  is  fufficient  for  the  practical  hufbandman,  without  prejudices  : I 
would  never  manure  till  the  crop  was  two  years  old. — Its  ameliorating  eftecfi 
is  a lingular  feature  in  the  preceding  notes ; the  accounts  are  fuch  as  will 
furprize  fome  perfons  ; but  where  hufbandry  is  not  very  well  underffood,  effefis 
fo  remarkable  muft  be  efiimated  with  caution ; and  it  may,  without  danger  of 
deception,  be  admitted,  that  a material  reafon  for  this  apparently  exaggerated 
merit  is,  that  fallows  are  the  common  preparation  for  wheat.  If  the  French 
were  well  acquainted  with  the  culture  of  clover  as  a preparation  for  wheat,  no- 
thing very  marvellous  would  be  found  in  lucerne.  The  intelligence  at  Pinjan 

* So  erroneous  was  it  in  a French  writer,  to  mention  this  plant  as  one  of  the  hinges  of  Englifh 
agriculture,  Les  Int.  de  la  France  J'/lai  Entendus  v,  i.  p.  144.  Another  couples  lupines  and  ce- 
drangola  with  it,  Zanoni  dell  JgricoL  tom.  i.  p.  118.  but  a native  fell  into  the  fame  error,  Paiulh 
EJf.  fur  Vamelior  dss  Ferres* 
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indicates,  in  this  rcfpedl,  a condudt  that  is  truly  excellent ; taking  a tillage  crop 
of  fodder,  winter  tares  for  in  fiance,  on  the  firfl  breaking  up,  is  a practice  that 
merits  the  greatefl  commendation  * 


CHAP.  IX. 


Sainfoin . 


Picardy — MontreuiL — A BEAUTIFUL  piece  12  or  14  inches  high, 

i \ and  as  thick  as  poffible,  the  18  th  of  Mayj 
and  a fca tiering  to  Amiens . 

02  ercy — Ponte  de  Rodez. — Soil  every  v/here  proper  for  it,  but  none  fown  . 

Perges . — A fmall  piece. 

Roussillon— Sijean. — Sow  it  alone  in  March ; reap  no  crop  the  firfl  year  ; 
but  the  fecond,  third,  and  fourth,  it  is  good  ; after  that  it.  fails,  and  they  break 
it  up  for  corn  Never  cut  it  more  than  once. 

Languedoc — Beziers. — Efparcette  fown  with  oats  in  March,  lafls  three 
years.  The  hay  better  than  lucerne. 

Pin] an. — Sow  two  fep tiers  per  fefleree  always  alone  ; the  feptieree  holds  1 oolb. 
of  wheat  (between  four  and  five  bufhels  the  Eng.  acre)  price  of  the  hay  3 $f 
the  loolb.  (of  lucerne  40 f.) ; cut  it  but  once  a year,  lafls  five  years...  Does 
net  improve  land  fo  much  as  lucerne  y fow  wheat  on  it  when  broken  up. 

Beg  de  Rieux  to  Beziers. — Cultivated  here. 

Carcaffbnne. — Efparcette  much  cultivated  ; fow  it  February,  either  on  the 
wheat  which  is  then  high,  or  with  barley  or  oats  ; cut  it  but  once  a year  ; 
lafls  but  three  years.  Sow  wheat  always  after,  it,  which  are  their  greatefb 
crops,  and  far  better  than  after  a fallow. 

Angoumois — La  Graule  to  Rignac.-r—Some  fainfoin. 

Rignac. — Much  ; it  lafls  fix  or  feven  years  y fown  in  autumn  with  wheats 
and  not  in  the  fpring. 

Barbefeux. — Every  where  in  this  chalky  country;  lafls  fix  years  ; when  they 
break  it  up,  plough  in  July,  and  fow  wheat;  it  improves  the.  land,  fo  much 
that  they  get  great  crops. 

Maifons  Blanches. — Lairs  eight  or  nine  years,  plough  it  up  for  wheat  ; fevert 
years  ago  there  was  very  little  in  this  part  of  the  Angoumois, . 


Vhonne . — Sainfoin  land  but  little  feen  here,. 
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Touraine-—  Chateauroux  to  St.  Maur. — Sow  forty  boifeau  of  feed  (at  24  f. 
the  boifeau  at  prefent),  to  the  arpent  of  100  chainee  of  12  feet,  14,400  feet. 

St . Maur. — Much  of  it,  for  other  hay  very  fcarce ; generally  fow  it  as  foon 
as  the  feed  is  ripe,  which  is  the  middle  of  June.  Their  method  of  gathering 
the  feed  is  by  hand,  arming  their  hands  with  gloves  of  leather  or  linen  ; they 
draw  the  branches  through  their  hands,  fo  as  to  flrip  off  all  the  feed,  which 
they  put  in  their  aprons  ; after  which  the  crop  is  mown  for  hay,  and  though  not 
fo  good,  as  if  not  feeded,  is  eaten  by  horfes.  They  fow  forty  to  fifty  boifeau 
per  arpent  ; but  affert  that  it  cannot  be  fown  too  thick ; lafis  five  years,  and 
produces  generally  100  quintals  of  hay,  at  from  forty  to  fifty  f.  the  quintal; 
reckon  the  produce  fix  orfeven  louis  an  arpent.  Improves  land  fo  much,  that 
they  take  two  or  three  crops  of  wheat,  coniidering  five  years  fainfoin  as  five 
fallows. 

Orleans  to  Petiviers. — Lafts  four  or  five  years.  Pafs  feme  pieces  fewn  alone 
in  Augufl.  When  they  break  it  up  fow  wheat,  and  get  great  crops.  Never 
feed  it  in  the  fpring;  but  fometimes  with  fheep  in  January  and  February. 

Isle  of  France — Petiviers. — Yields  40001b.  hay  per  arpent  of  100  perch 
at  twenty-two  feet  (1  ton  11  cwt.  Eng.  acre.). 

La  Gbapelle  La  Reine. — Much ; lafis  three,  four,  and  five  years.  Never 
feed  it  with  fheep. 

Liancourt . — Mown  but  once  a year ; lafis  five  or  fix  years* 

Beauvais.' — Chalk-hills,  they  have  feme,  and  lucerne  alfc. 

Marenne. — Called  Burgoine  ; lafis  five  or  fix  years  ; mown  once* 

Artois — Bethune  to  Arras . — Some. 

Amiens  to  Poix. — Ought  to  be  —A  under  this  crop,  but  there  is  none. 

Normandie — Caen. — Sow  it  with  the  third  crop  of  corn;  lafts  three  to 
five  years.  With  fuch  execrable  management  they  think  it  improves  the 
ground  fo  much,  that  when  they  break  it  up,  they  take  two  crops  of  wheat, 
one  of  barley,  and  one  of  oats  in  fucceffion. 

Palaife. — Not  one  acre  where  there  ought  to  he  fifty.  They  few  fix  boifeau 
of  feed  ; lalts  from  three  to  five  years.  No  wonder  for  feme  farmers  do  not 
fow  it,  except  when  their  land  is  worn  out  with  corn  and  full  of  weeds.  But 
others  manage  better,  and  give  it  clean  land.  The  produce  is  worth  iaolb.  an 
acre  (2I.  12s.  6d.  per  Eng.  acre.).  The  hay  fells  at  24'lb.  the  hundred  hottes  of 
12  to  141b.  (30s.)  a ton  at  prefent  (Auguil  1788),  25. 

Avranches  to  Pont  Orjin. — Stoney  foil,  fit  only  for  fainfoine,  but  none  cul- 
tivated. ^ 

Alen$on. — A little  here. 

Grace. — Some  good;  lafis  twelve  or  fifteen  years,  and  has  been  known  to 
twenty;  fow  it  in  September  with  rye. 
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La  Roche  Guy  on.' — Lafls  only  three  or  four  years  ; fow  k with  oats,  when 
broken  up  fown  with  corn  three  years  in  fucceffion. 

Champagne — Mareuil. .« — On  dry  fandy  land  fow  tt  in  September  on  rye. 
Cut  once,  produce  400  bottes,  at  10  to  I2lb.  (1  ton  14  cwt.  Eng.  acre) ; lafls 
fix  years  ; it  is  bed:  the  third.  Sometimes  a fecond  cut  produce  only  the  half. 
The  feed  is  always  gathered  by  hand.  When  it  is  broken  up  vetches  are  fown, 
then  wheat,  and  then  oats  ; and  the  wheat  is  better  than  after  a fallow. 

Epernay. — All  a chalky  country.  There  is  much ; it  lafls  four  or  live 
years,  then  plough  it  for  wheat  and  oats,  and  after  that  lay  it  down  for  fain- 
foin  again. 

La  Petite  Loge. — -Some,  but  not  one  acre  where  there  ought  to  be  100. 

To  Chalons. — None,  yet  the  country  ought  to  contain  nothing  elfe. 

To  Ove. — Not  more  than* three  or  four  fmall  pieces  in  fifteen  miles,  yet  they 
go  five  leagues  for  their  hay,  and  are  fituated  on  a foil  mod;  applicable  to  this 
grafs.  The  confequence  of  thoufands  of  little  farms,  but  no  hufbandry,  only 
a miferable  diverfion  of  the  foil  from  what  it  ought  to  produce,  in  order  to  raifc 
rye  bread  to  feed  a wretched  population. 

Loraine — St.  Menehould  to  Verdun .■ — Stonebrafh,  but  no  fainfoin. 

To  Marletour . — None,  yet  hills  fit  for  nothing  elfe. 

Alsace — Befort  to  IJle. — One  fingle  piece,  yet  the  foil  every  where  a red 
loam,  eight  or  nine  inches  deep,  on  quarry. 

Auvergne — Clermont. — On  the  dry  lands  they  have  it,  and  lads  four  or 
five  years.  I found  it  indigenous  on  the  rocky  mountain  Le  Puit  de  Gra- 
venoir,  with  the  medicago  falcata,  both  purple  and  yellow. 

D auphine — UOriol. — Sow  it  in  March  amongfl  wheat;  feed  it  in  winter 
with  hogs  ; mow  it  in  May ; in  September  there  is  a full  growth,  which  is 
ploughed  in,  and  wheat  fown.  The  price  of  the  feed  4 liv.  the  fep tier,  which 
holds  100  to  ii2lb.  of  wheat;  that  crop  is  great  as  if  dunged  for.  This 
lingular  hufbandry  is  common. 

I faw  Mr.  Faujas  de  St.  Fond’s  field  of  it  young,  among  his  wheat  flubble, 
eight  or  nine  inches  high,  and  very  thick,  on  a watered  land,  on  which,  as 
above  defcribed,  he  will  fow  wheat.  The  foil  of  this  field  is  an  admirable  fandy- 
clay,  five  or  fix  feet  deep,  on  a level  with  the  Rhone ; and  under  it  a bed  of 
blue  marl,  with  many  fhells  in  it. 

If  fainfoin  is  near  mulberries  for  two  or  three  years,  it  kills  the  tree,  and 
even  walnuts.  The  equifetum  has  the  fame  effedt,  and  fainfoin  will  kill  even 
the  equifetum. 

To  aperfon  who  con  fiaered  them  carlefsly,  thefe  minutes  would  probably  appear 
to  be  the  regifler  of  fome  plant  quite  unknown  in  England,  for  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  believe  that  fainfoin  could  be  managed  as  it  is  actually  in  France.  With 
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us  this  grafs  lafls  generally  from  twelve  to  fifteen  years  ; in  Finance  three,  four,  or 
five,  and  not  often  fix  years.  I viewed  much  in  many  parts  of  that  kingdom,  and 
though  it  was  not  equal  to  our  crops,  yet  I could  not  remark  any  appearance  that 
feemed  to  (hew  a neceflity  of  breaking  it  up  fo  foon . This  very  extraordinary  cir- 
cumftance  I attribute  to  the  fhortnefs  of  leafes,  to  the  bad  arrangement  of  farms, 
and  to  the  importance  of  cattle  being  fcarceiy  any  where  underftood.  Leafes  are 
generally  for  nine  years  ; and  a tenantry  fixed  in  confidence  upon  eftates  is  rarely 
found ; under  thefe  circumftances,  one  might  naturally  fuppofe,  that  a crop  which 
lails  longer  than  the  whole  duration  of  the  leafe,  and  is  known  at  the  fame 
time  to  prepare  the  land  for  corn,  would  not  be  cultivated  at  all  5 as  he  who 
fowed  would  have  no  certainty  of  reaping  the  harveft.  The  conclufion  ap- 
pears natural ; but  there  is  at  the  fame  time  an  obj  edtion  to  it  which  raifes  a dif- 
ficulty. I found  precifely  the  fame  culture  and  the  fame  convidtion  of  its  pro- 
priety among  gentlemen  who  farm  their  own  lands,  as  well  as  amongft  the 
tenantry  around  them.  So  far  as  it  refpects  thofe  who  do  not  occupy  their  lands, 
by  means  of  metayers , at  half  or  third  produce,  the  objection  has  fome  force; 
but  very  little  as  to  thofe  whofe  practice  is  different.  Under  the  proper  head 
it  is  (hewn,  that  no  improvements  or  new  practices  can  be  introduced  under  the 
fpecies  of  occupation  above-mentioned,  without  too  great  a hazard  or  much  in- 
j office.  But  where  a proprietor  fairly  occupies  his  land,  without  the  interven- 
tion of  a metayer , he  can  have  no  inducement  of  this  nature  to  adt  abfurdly. 
Either  therefore  the  common  pradtice  influences  the  idea,  and  occafions  an  imi- 
tation, without  inquiry  or  experiment,  or  there  are  other  reafons  for  this  con- 
duct. When  corn  is  the  only  capital  objedt  of  a farmer,  and  through  ignorance 
in  his  profeflion  he  thinks  there  is  no  better  view  than  to  fow  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  regardlefs  of  every  other  circumftance,  he  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  in  naff® 
to  break  up  fainfoin  before  the  proper  time  ; he  is  eager  to  get  thofe  three  or 
four  crops  of  wheat,  which  the  barbarous  pradtices  of  his  country  have  per- 
mitted him  to  expedt.  And  on  fimilar  principles,  a farmer  who  has  no  jufi  at- 
tention to  cattle,  and  knows  nothing  of  the  art  of  making  them  produdtive  of 
corn,  by  a well  ordered  arrangement  of  his  fields,  wall  feel  no  compunction  at 
fetting  a plough  to  work  in  a fainfoin  field,  at  the  very  moment  it  is  coming  to 
perfedtion.  Thefe  remarks  are  chiefly  applicable  to  crops  that  are  apparently 
good ; and,  from  their  appearance,  promife  to  laff  much  longer  than  the  farmer 
has  an  inclination  to  permit  them  : but  for  others,  which  feem  worn  out  or 
choaked  with  grafs  and  weeds,  another  obfervation  is  necefiary.  There  is  not 
in  any  part  of  France,  where  I have  been,  the  leait  idea  of  making  land  per- 
fectly clean  and  free  from  weeds,  as  a preparation  for  grafs ; whatever  attention 
of  this  fort  is  any  where  met  with,  is  all  exerted  in  fallowing  for  wheat.  Sain- 


foin is  ufually  fawn  with  a fecond  or  third  crop  of  corn,  and  in  fome  places  the 
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farmers  do  not  think  of  this  grafs  till  their  land  is  fo  full  of  weeds  and  fo  ex- 
baulked,  that  it  will  produce  corn  no  longer.  In  fuch  cafes  I do  not  fo  much 
wonder  at  fainfoin  lading  only  four  or  five  years,  as  that  it  fhould  be  produced 
at  all,  or  that  enough  of  it  would  be  found  on  the  land  to  afcertain  what  the 
crop  is.  The  different  circumftances  which  may  be  fuppofed  to  occaiion  the 
management  I fpeak  of,  it  is  not  very  material  to  difcriminate.  It  is  fufffcient 
to  remark,  that  there  can  hardly  be  produced,  in  the  range  of  hufbandry,  a proof 
more  dechive  of  that  art  being  in  its  infancy  in  France.  On  poor,  chalky, 
flony  foils,  very  indifferently  adapted  to  corn,  to  be  eager  to  plough  up  fainfoin, 
before  it  is  worn  out,  or  to  lay  it  down  in  fuch  a flovenly  manner,  as  to  fhorten  its 
proper  duration  two- thirds,  is  a condudt  that  cannot  be  too  feverely  condemned. 
I was  repeatedly  allured,  that  no  management  would  make  it  lad;  longer  in  France. 
To  refute  fuch  aliertions,  by  Brewing  their  abfurdity,  would  take  up  more  room 
and  time  than  fuch  quedions  are  worth.  The  French  cannot  at  prefent  under- 
hand how  much  every  fort  of  the  cultivated  grades  depends  on  a judicious  courts 
of  crops ; nor  do  they  comprehend  how  fuch  plants  depend  as  much  on  turnips 
(or  on  fome  other  plant  whofe  culture  may  anfvver  the  fame  end)  as  upon  any  pre- 
paration immediately  to  be  given.  Clean  fallows  in  a kingdom,  where  agricul- 
ture is  ill  underdood,  will  always  be  fown  with  bread  corn  ; but  if  covered  with 
plants  that  are  not  removed  or  confumed  time  enough  for  wheat  or  rye,  and 
eonfequently  barley  or  oats  to  be  fown,  the  land  may  be  laid  down  in  good  order, 
provided  the  farmer  will  give  up  a fecGnd  crop.  To  thofe  who  fow  thefe  grades 
with  rye  on  fallow,  this  obfervation  is  not  equally  applicable ; their  common 
hufbandry  offers  the  fame  opportunity,  if  they  will  forbear  the  fecond  and  third 
corn  crops.  In  fome  provinces,  particularly  in  the  Bourbonnois  and  Nevernois, 
on  dry  found  gravels,  fome  of  which  are  on  a hard  bottom,  the  courfe  is,  i,  fal- 
low ; 2,  rye;  and  the  country  is  not  open.  Here,  one  would  think,  grades, 
and  particularly  fainfoin,  might  very  eaiily  be  introduced,  as  the  farmers  would 
have  a crop  in  lieu  of  a fallow  the  third  year;  but  fuch  is  the  perverfenefs  of 
French  agriculture,  that  no  grades  are  there  cultivated.  In  many  converfations 
I have  had  in  France,  on  the  fubjedt  of  grades,  a favourite  topic  in  that  king- 
dom, I have  always  told  them  they  muff  begin  with  turnips ; the  connection 
with  which  they  could  not  underhand.  It  is,  however,  a fadt,  that  this  culture 
no  where  thrives  without  the  fallow  being  a crop  that  yields  green  winter  food 
for  cattle;  iiich  as  turnips,  cabbages,  rape,  potatoes,  &c.  &c.  This  is  not  the 
place  for  enlarging  on  luch  a point ; in  the  chapter  of  courfes  of  crops  it  is 
Ihewn,  that  the  cultivation  of  grades,  without  that  of  green  winter  crops,  is  but 
a poor  lyifem,  and  hardly  worth  attention.  It  appears  from  the  notes,  that  fain- 
foin is  no  where  well  managed,  or  on  the  fcale  in  which  it  ought  to  be  found, 
but  that  it  is  cultivated  through  a great  extent  of  country;  in  fome  provinces, 
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however,  fuch  as  the  vail  one  of  Bretagne,  and  fome  others,  I met  with  none. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  notes  fo  remarkable  as  the  ameliorating  quality  in  pre- 
paring for  corn,  univerfally  attributed  to  it  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom.— 
Wherever  the  comparifon  is  made,  wheat  is  better  after  it  than  after  fallow  ^ yet 
fainfoin  is  fown  without  any  attention  to  the  cleannefs  of  the  land.  This  furely 
merits  notice,  and  feems  to  prove  flrongly  how  futile  a preparation  the  expen- 
iive  one  of  a fallow  is  ^ and  it  ought  to  be  received,  as  a leffon  of  the  firfl  confe- 
quence,  not  for  the  French  only,  but  for  ourfelves  and  every  other  people,  that 
a lay  is  a much  better  preparation  for  com  than  a fallow : and  farther,  that 
there  is  no  improvement  of  land  apparently  fo  cheap  or  fo  fare  as  a celfation  of 
tillage  by  laying  to  grafs.  Thefe  conclufons  arife  from  an  uniform  concurrence 
of  fadts  obfervable  throughout  the  kingdom.  The  general  management  of 
fuch  crops  in  France  is  indeed  too  bad  for  Engliihmen  to  learn  from  them;  but 
there  is  no  country,  from  wThich  we  may  not  glean  fomething  ; nor  any  people, 
whofe  rules  and  experience,  when  properly  combined  with  what  v/e  already  pof- 
fefs,  may  not  prove  a valuable  addition  to  the  common  flock  of  knowledge.  It. 
would  be  eafy,  and  even  pleafant,  to  enlarge  on  fuch  topics — but  I am  regiftering^ 
the  refult  of  travels,  and  not  compoiing  differtations  on  thefe  fubjedts.. 


C H A P.  X. 

Of  Inclofures  in  France*. 

^T^HERE  is  fcarcely  a circumflance  concerning  this  great  kingdom,  which 
ought  to  be  fo  well  known,  and  yet  which  is  fo  grofsly  mifreprefented,  both 
in  common  books  and  common  converfation,  as  the  fubjedl  of  this  inquiry. 
The  idle  loungers,  that  write  the  guides  and  journies  to  Paris  and  Rome,  would 
make  their  readers  believe,  that  if  you  turn  a horfe  loofe  at  Calais,  he  may  run. 
to  Bayonne  for  want  of  an  inclofure  to  flop  him..  France  is  certainly  much  lefs 
inclofed  than  England  y but  the  travellers  who  take  the  common  route  only 
from  Calais  to  Paris,  Dijon,.  Lyons,  and  Chambery,  can  have  no  more  idea  of  the 
inclofures  in  that  kingdom,  than,  if  they  had  Raid  at  home  in  Portman  or 
Grofvenor-fquares.  The  principal  dhlridts  of  inclofure  which  I viewed  are,  all 
Bretagne,  the  weflem  part  of  Normandy,  with  the  northern  part  of  the  Seine*. 
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Mod  of  Anjou  and  Maine,  as  far  as  near  Allencon.  To  the  S.  of  the  Loire  an 
imraenfe  range  of  country  is  inclofed  3 Bas  Poitou,  Touraine,  Sologne,  Berry, 
Limofin,  the  Bourbonnois,  and  much  of  the  Nevernois  $ and  from  Mont 
Cenis  in  Burgundy,  to  St.  Poncin  in  Auvergne,  all  is  inclofed.  There  is  fome 
open  country  in  the  Angoumois,  and  the  eadern  part  of  Poitou,  but  more  is 
inclofed.  Quercy  is  partly  fo ; but  the  whole  didrift  of  the  Pyrenees,  from  Per- 
pignan to  Bayonne,  extending  to  Auch,  and  almod  to  Touloufe,  is  all  (wades 
excepted)  thickly  inclofed.  This  contiguous  mafs  of  country  comprehends  not 
lefs  than  1 1 ,000  fquare  leagues  * of  the  26,000  contained  in  the  whole  kingdom  ; 
and  if  to  this  we  add  the  confiderabie  didrifts  in  other  parts  of  France  which, 
are  inclofed,  they  will,  beyond  a doubt,  raife  the  total  to  a full  half  of  the 
kingdom.  It  is  to  be  conddered,  that  Provence,  efpecially  about  Avignon,  is 
not  without  inclofures  ; Dauphine  l^as  more.  The  whole  range  of  the  moun- 
tainous didrift  of  Auvergne,  Velay,  Vivarais,,  and  Cevenois,  contains  many  : 
Franche  Compte  and  Burgundy,  efpecially  the  former,  have  large  tracks  in- 
clofed : Loraine  has  fome  -3  and  Flanders  has  them  throughout.  Add  to  this, 
mod  of  the  vineyards,  woods  and  foreds,,  and  meadows  -jv  of  the  kingdom ; 
and  it  will  not  be  thought  too  large  an  allowance,  to  fuppofe  one-half  of  it 
in  this  date.  In  fuch  a calculation  it  would  be  abfurd  to  pretend  to  ac- 
curacy ; it  is  a guefs,  founded  on  aftual  obfervation,  and  innumerable  notes 
taken  on  the  fpot..  Some  of  the  inclofed  provinces  are  chequered  by  open 
fields ; and  every  open  province  is  chequered  by  tracks  that  are  inclofed.  An- 
other remark,  not  unneceffary  to  make,  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  as  may  travel  in 
future,  is,  that  there  are  many  lands  in  France  really  inclofed  for  mod  of 
the  purpofes  of  hufbandry,  though  apparently  open  5 that  is,  property  is  abfo- 
lutely  didinguifhed,  though  without  the  limit  of  a hedge  or  a ditch.  The  ufe. 
which  is  made  of  inclofures  in  this  great  kingdom,  is  a fubjeft  of  more  im- 
portance. If  they  do  not  know-  what  to  do  with  them,  they  might  as  well  not 
have  them.  That  this  is  really  the  cafe,  no  perfon  can  doubt  who  travels  there 
with  attention ; and  a dronger  proof  cannot  be  adduced,  than  that  the  fame 
price  per  arpent  fhould  be  given  for  inclofed  and  open  lands,  provided  both  are 
arable.  This  fadt  I met  with  often,  to  my  adonifhment.  It  is  the  more  lingu- 
lar, becaufe  there  are  many  parts  alfo  of  the  fame  kingdom,  where  the  final  L 
proprietors  fhew,  by  their  practice,  howT  well  they  underhand  the  value  of  in- 
clofing  ; no  fooner  acquiring  the  foil,  than  immediately  fecuring  it  to  themfelves 
by  hedges,  or  ditches,  or  both.  Bearn  is  as  driking  an  indance  of  this  as  any 
part  of  Europe  can  exhibit.  There  is  not  a didridt  in  England  clofer,  thicker,  or: 

* That  is,  equal  to  the  contents  of  the  following  generalities,.  Rennes,  Caen,  Tours,  Bonxgcs^ 
Boitiers,  Limoges,  Moulins,  Rochelle,  Auch  and  Pau,  Montauban,  and  Beurdsaux. 

L Not  all  j.  for  many  are  common,  and  there  are  rights  over  others.. 
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better  inclofed  ; and,  what  Is  uncommon  in  France,  gates  and  ftiies  are  in  good 
order.  The  whole  territory  of  the  Pyrenees  is  in  general  an  inclofed  country,  but 
fences  are  not  fo  neat,  or  fo  well  preferved,  as  in  Bearn.  In  Bretagne  alfo,  the 
whole  of  which  is  more  or  lefs  inclofed,  though  ordinarily  with  a rough  and 
favage  afpedt,  yet  there  is  a diftridt  from  Gu  in  gamp  to  Belleiile  much  better, 
where  the  gates  are  ingeniouily  contrived  to  fave  iron ; by  means  of  the  polls 
being  flout,  that  on  which  the  gate  fwings  has  a projection  at  top  and  at  bot- 
tom, the  latter  being  fufficient  for  the  gate  to  turn  on,  and  the  former  to  turn 
in,  for  confining  it  to  the  perpendicular  pofition  ; and  the  other  poll  has  a hole, 
flit,  or  gain,  cut  acrofs  the  face  of  it,  for  lifting  a projection  of  the  head  of  the 
gate  into,  by  which  it  is  as  fecureiy  fattened,  as  by  means  of  irons  in  the  gates  of 


England — a contrivance  that  anfwers  well  where  wood  is  not  too  dear. 

It  cannot  be  doubted,  but  that  in  thefe  provinces,  and  in  Limofin,  Berry,  and 
others,  where  I obferved  the  hedges  well  kept,  and  gaps  attentively  mended, 
the  farmers  muft  be  well  perfuaded,  from  experience,  of  the  advantages  of  in- 
clofing.  They  would  not  put  themfelves  to  a confiderable  expence,  if  they  did 
not  expedt  a reimburfement.  But  in  the  provinces  where  the  open  fields  predo- 
minate, there  inclofures  are  little  valued : I do  not  well  underfland  the  reafon 
for  this  ; — If  the  hufbandry  varied  in  the  inclofed  fields,  from  that  of  the  unin- 
clofed  one,  there  would  be  nothing  iurprifing  in  it ; but  the  marvellous  folly 
is,  that,  in  nine-tenths  of  all  the  inclofures  of  France,  the  iyflem  of  manage- 
ment is  precifely  the  fame  as  in  the  open  fields ; that  is  to  fay,  fallows  as  regularly 
prevail,  and  confequently  the  cattle  and  fheep  of  a farm  are  nothing  in  com- 
parifon  of  what  they  ought  to  be.  Flanders  and  Alface,  and  in  general  the 
very  rich  foils,  are  well  cultivated,  but  not  every  where ; for  the  noble  loams  of 
Bernay  to  Elboeuf,  and  thofe  of  the  Pays  de  Caux,  are  difgraced  with  fallows. 
Sologne  is  inclofed,  yet  it  is  the  molt  miferable  province  in  France,  of  the  fame 
rank  with  Bretagne  itfelf.  The  Bourbonnois,  and  great  part  of  the  Nevernois, 
are  inclofed;  yet  the  courfe  purfued  is,  i,  fallow;  2,  rye;  and,  1,  fallow; 
2,  rye ; 3,  left  to  weeds  and  broom — and  all  thefe  on  foils,  as  Bretagne,  Sologne, 
and  the  Bourbonnois,  highly  improveabie,  and  capable  of  the  belt  Norfolk 
hufbandry.  With  fuch  miferable  fyftems,  of  what  good  are  inclofures  ?— 
Hence  we  may  draw  this  conclufion,  that  when  we  find  half  of  France  inclofed, 
we  are  not  to  fuppofe  that  kingdom  in  the  flate  of  improvement  and  cultivation, 
which  this  circumfbance  implies  among  us  ; on  the  contrary,  it  indicates  no  fuch 
thing;  for  fome  of  the  pcoreft,  and  moll  unimproved  provinces,  are  precifely  thefe 
which  are  inclofed;  and,  for  what  I know,  there  may  be  vifionary  theorifls  in 
that  kingdom,  who  will,  from  this  circumftance,  argue  againfl  the  practice  of 
mclonng,  fince  no  abfurdities  are  fo  grofs  as  to  want  advocates. 

The  chief  caufe  of  new  inclofure  in  France,  that  fell  within  my  knowledge, 
is,  that  the  communities  of  many  parifihes,  in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and 
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particularly  in  the  territory  of  the  Pyrenees,  being  proprietors  of  the  waftes, 
fell  them  to  any  perfon  that  applies  for  the  property ; to  him  they  give  an  abfo- 
lute  alignment,  without  refer ving  any  rights  of  commonage  or  fuel ; in  confer 
quence  of  which,  the  purchafer  has  the  power  of  inclofure,  of  which  he  never 
fails  making  ufe.  Hence  fuch  numerous  improvements  have  been  made  in  the 
mountainous  provinces.  On  the  other  hand,  in  the  wafte  plains  of  Bretagne* 
Anjou,  Maine,  and  Guienne,  the  whole  being  in  the  hands  of  great  lords  or 
feigneurs,  who  will  not  fell,  but  only  fief  out  thefe  waftes,  we  fee  them  remain 
in  the  fame  barren  and  defolate  ftate  in  which  they  were  five  hundred  years  ago ; 
nor  is  it  a fmall  impediment,  in  thefe  cafes,  that  the  rights  of  commonage  are 
claimed  in  many  inftances  by  communities,  when  the  property  is  in  the  feigneurs ; 
a claim  that  has  no  exiftence  when  the  property  is  in  the  communities  themfelves. 

The  open  arable  fields  of  Picardy,  Artois,  part  of  Normandy,  the  Ifle  of 
France,  Brie,  and  the  Pays  de  Beauce,  are  curfed  with  all  the  mifchievous  cir- 
cumftances  known  in  fimilar  cafes  in  England,  fuch  as  rights  of  common  paf- 
turage,  commencing  on  given  days,  when  under  corn,  and  throughout  the  fallow 
year ; as  well  as  that  miferable  phantaftical  divifion  of  property  which  feems 
to  have  been  contrived,  for  giving  an  occupier  as  much  trouble  and  expence  as 
pofiible  in  the  culture  of  his  fcraps  of  fields.  In  England  we  have  been  making, 
for  forty  or  fifty  years  paft,  a confiderable  progrefs  in  the  allotment  and  inclo- 
fure of  open  fields  ; and  through  tythes,  folly,  obftinacy,  prejudice,  and  heavy 
expences  in  parliament,  operate  powerfully  in  preventing  great  numbers  of  in- 
clofures,  yet  we  have  enough  to  preferve  the  habit,  mode,  and  fyftem  of  doing 
the  bufinefs ; it  goes  on  ; and,  from  the  progrefs  of  good  fenfe  and  experience, 
we  may  hope  to  have  the  whole  kingdom  inclofed  in  another  century.  In 
France,  on  the  contrary,  they  have  not  taken  the  firft  ftep ; they  have  not  de- 
viled a method  of  proceeding  ; they  know  not,  nor  have  any  idea  of  giving  fuli 
powers  to  commiliioners  to  go  through  the  Herculean  labour,  as  the  French 
would  efteem  it,  of  making  a fair  divifion,  without  appeal.  There  was  a royal 
edidl  for  this  purpofe  in  1764,  or  1765,  I think,  which  had  a particular  refe- 
rence to  Lc-raine;  but,  in  palling  through  that  province,  I made  enquiries  into  its 
effect,  and  found  little  or  nothing  had  refulted  from  it.  Nay,  I was  allured  at 
Metz,  Pont  aMouiTon,  Nancy,  and  Luneville,  that  rights  of  common  pafture  were 
univerfal  in  the  province,  and  that  every  thing  was  eaten  which  was  fown  con- 
trary to  the  eftablifhed  routine.  I afked,  at  Luneville,  why  they  had  not  more 
lucerne?  The  anfwer  was,  the  droit  de parcours  prevents  it.  But  under  the  old 
government  of  France,  no  permiifion,  or  regulation  of  this  fort,  could  be  carried 
into  execution,  becaufe  there  was  in  reality  no  legiflature  in  France,  I fhall 
elfewhere  {hew  this  more  diftinbily  : no  law  could  be  effectual,  unlefs  contented 
to  willingly  by  the  parliaments,  and  then  vigoroufiy  executed  by  them  ^ for,  by 
means  of  the  vicious  conftitution  of  their  courts  of  juftice,  there  was  no  execu- 
tive 
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tive  government  to  carry  the  law  into  execution ; fo  that  if  all  parties  were  not 
fully  united  in  executing,  as  well  as  enaffing  in  any  meafure,  nothing  could 
ever  be  done — the  King  being  really  impotent  in  this  refpedt,  with  all  his  def- 
potifm.  Under  the  new  government,  which  is  eftabliffiing  in  France,  I have 
great  doubts  whether  any  progrefs  can  ever  be  made  in  this  great  and  leading 
Rep  to  all  ufeful  improvements  in  agriculture : as  far  as  the  prefent  constitu- 
tion can  be  understood,  it  is  the  will  of  the  people  that  is  to  govern ; and  I know 
of  no  country  where  the  people  are  not  againlt  inclofures.  The  Tiers  Etat,  and 
clergy  of  Mentz*  exprefsly  demand,  that  the  edict  of  inclofure  Shall  be  revoked : 
that  of  Troyes,  and  Nifmes,  and  Anjou,  make  the  fame  requefl-f*;  another, 
that  the  right  of  commonage  in  forefts  Shall  be  granted  to  the  neighbouring 
parishes  J.-— ' The  nobility  of  Cambray  declare,  that  commons  ought  not  to  be 
broken  up§.  Nay,  fome  of  the  cahiers  go  fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  the  commons 
which  have  already  been  divided,  ought  to  be  thrown  open  again  ||.  Hence 
we  may  judge  what  probability  there  can  be,  of  any  new  and  effective  laws  to 
promote  and  enforce  fuch  a meafure. 

To  enter  largely  into  the  advantages  of  inclofures,  in  fuch  a work  as  this,  and 
at  this  time  of  day,  would  be  faperfluous**;  it  is  Sufficient  to  remark,  that 
without  a regular  SyStem  of  inclotures  no  cattle  can  be  kept,  except  on  the 

* Cahler  de  Tiers  Etat  de  Metz,  p.  45.  Du  Clerge , p.  ir.  The  very  people,  therefore,  mod 
peftered  with  commons  are  thofe  who  are  the  firft  to  delire  them.  Me?n.  fur  la  Culture  du  Chou 
Navet , par  M.  de  JVIononcourt.  8vo.  1788.  p.  7. 

+ T.  Etat  Troyes.  Art.  118.  Nifraes , p.  27.  Anjou , p.  49. 

X T.  Etat  Thimerais.  p.  44. 

§ Nob.  Cambray , p.  19.  It  is,  however,  but  juft  to  remark,  that  the  divifion  of  commons  is  de- 
manded by  the  nobility  of  Sens,  p.  26  ; nobility  of  Brovins,  p.  24;  nobility  of  St.  Quintin,  p.  12; 
•the  clergy  of  Bayonne,  art.  51 ; the  nobility  of  Lyons,  p.  23.  The  Tier  Etat  of  Contentin,  MS. 

{[  Cierg.s  Saumur , p.  9.  Troyes , p.  10. 

**  The  King  of  Pruffia  juftly  remarks,  “ Ce  ne  fut  qu’apres  la  feparation  des  communes  que  Pagri- 
culture  des  Angiois  commenqa  a profperer.”  Oeuvres , tom.  v.  p.  151.  See  alfo,  for  vaft  advantages, 
L’Aoni  des  Hornmes,  5th  edit.  1760.  vol.  v.  p.  125.  But,  above  all,  let  me  quote  the  inftances  given 
by  a French  writer,  which  are  fo  pointed  as  to  merit  much  attention.  “ There  are  in  the  election  of 
■Chateau  Thiery,  109  communities,  among  whom  32  poffefs  commons,  and  74  have  none.  In  the 
32,  eleven  have  augmented  in  their  fires  152;  twenty  others  have  aiminifhed  375;  and  one  has 
refted  as  it  was;  in  the  77  without  commons,  13  have  augmented  147  fires;  42  diminished  473  ; 
and  22  remained  as  they  were.  The  election  of  Soiffons  offers  an  example  not  Iefs  linking;  32 
parilhes  pofiefs  near  4000  arpents  of  commons,  which  contained,  in  1729,  families  2470 ; but  at 
prefent  they  are  reduced  to  1689.  In  20  villages  without  commons,  there  are  90  fires  more  than  in 
20  other  villages  that  have  commons.  With  commons  there  is  a cow  to  13W- arpents  ; without, 
one  to  9 -*  arpents.”  Drake  des  Communes.  8vo.  1777.  And  it  is  very  well  obferved  by  another, 
that  commons  and  common  fields  are  of  much  lefs  ufe  to  thofe  who  want  moft,  than  to  tho.e  who  can 
do  without  them.  Ade  moire  de  la  Soc . Oecon,  de  Berne . 1762.  tom.  ii.  p.  80. 
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Flemifh  fyilem.  of  conflant  confinement  in  fiables,  flails,  or  yards ; and  this 
method,  when  the  lands  which  are  to  yield  the  food  are  diflant  from  the  home- 
flail,  is  inconvenient  and  expenfive,  though  in  a great  variety  of  refpsdts  truly 
admirable.  With  open  field  farms,  much  difperfed,  it  is  impofiible  to  follow 
the  Flemilh  fyflern  ; not  only  becaufe  the  eflablifhed  rotation  excludes  the  pro- 
per plants  for  cattle,  but  becaufe,  if  they  were  railed,  they  could  not  be  daily 
carted  home,  without  committing  trefpalles  on  other  people ; therefore,  it 
jfhouid  always  be  remembered,  that  cattle  and  inclofure  are  fynonymous  terms. 
The  numerous  academies  and  focieties  of  agriculture  in  France,  that,  by  pre- 
miums and  differtations,  attempted  to  increafe  the  cattle  of  the  kingdom,  by 
the  culture  of  new  graffes  and  other  plants,  without  making  proper  diilindiions, 
and  paying  a peculiar  attention  to  inclofed  dHlridts,  could  not,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  fee  any  good  effects  refult  from  their  endeavours  : it  was  Ibme  thing  like 
the  Intendant’s  giving  turnip  feed  to  farmers  who  had  not,  perhaps,  a iingle  acre 
of  land  in  circumflances  that  permitted  the  cultivation.  But  we  may  fafeiy  af- 
fert,  that  without  inclofure  the  half  of  France  cannot  pofiibly  fupport  the 
requifite  flock  of  cattle  and  fheep;  and  without  fuch  flock,  a good  and  pro- 
ductive husbandry  is  utterly  impracticable.  On  whatever  agricultural  fiibjedl 
we  may  be  employed,  it  is  never  to  be  forgotten,  nor  can  we  recur  too  often  to 
the  pofition,  that  the  fallows  of  a farm  are  to  fupport  the  cattle  and  fheep  of  it. 

The  firfl  great  object  of  French  agriculture  is  to  eflablifh  a better  hufbandry 
in  the  parts  of  the  kingdom  already  inclofed  3 and  the  fecond  is  to  inclofe  the 
parts  now  open.  It  is  remarkable  that  vineyards  are  generally  open,  though 
property  is  diflindl  and  afcertained  3 I have  met  with  inflances  where  the  di- 
vided and  fcattered  fcrans  of  land  in  this  culture  have  been  as  various  and  as 
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inconvenient  as  in  common  arable  fields,  probably  from  their  having  been  in 
this  flate  before  they  were  converted  info  vineyards.  Inclofures,  however, 
are  in  no  culture  more  important  than  in  the  vineyard.  Trefpalles  are  mif- 
chievous  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  the  product,  and  to  the  eafe  and  tempta- 
tion of  committing  them.  The  afliduity  exerted,  and  the  expence  beftowed,  in 
watching  vineyards  in  many  parts  of  France,  are  a convincing  proof,  that  the 
better  they  are  inclofed,  the  more  valuable  they  would  be  conlidered.  How 
far  the  fhelter  refulting  from  inclofures  would  preferve  the  vines  from  the  incle- 
mencies of  unfavourable  feafons,  deferves  the  attention  of  French  agriculturiils. 
There  is  another  light  in  which  this  improvement  may  be  placed,  which  in 
France  merits  particular  attention,  namely,  the  necefiity  of  making  every  where 
provifion  for  fuel,  by  iome  application  of  the  land  to  it,  from  the  fcarcity  or 
badnefs  of  coal  in  feven-eights  of  the  kingdom.  I have  already  fhewn  what 
an  immenfe  proportion  of  it  is  under  woods  and  forefts,  for  fupplying  fuel  * 
whereas  a well  regulated  inclofure,  the  hedges  judiciouily  planted  and  preierved, 
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would  yield,  as  they  do  in  England,  confiderable  quantities  of  fuel.  Where 
fheiter  or  humidity  were  wanted,  this  quantity  would  be  large ; where  the  fence 
fimply  was  the  objebt,  it  would  be  lefs,  as  fuch  motives  would  regulate  the 
height  of  the  hedge. 


CHAP.  XI. 


Of  the  Tenant?*)?,  and  Size  of  Farms  in  France . 

*T“\HERE  are  five  circumftances  in  the  occupation  of  land  in  France,  under 
which  I may  include  the  very  numerous  notes  I took  in  ail  the  provinces, 
and  which  are  too  voluminous  for  infertion  : i , the  fmall  properties  of  the  pea- 
fants ; 2,  hiring  at  a money  rent,  as  in  England  ^ 3,  feudal  tenures  ; 4,  mono- 
polizing lands  hired  at  money  rent,  and  re-let  to  peafants  ; 5,  metayers  j by 
which  is  to  be  underftcod,  hiring  at  half  or  third  produce. 

I.  The  fmall  properties  of  the  peafants  are  found  every  where,  to  a degree  we 
have  no  idea  of  in  England  ; they  are  found  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  even 
in  thofe  provinces  where  other  tenures  prevail ; but  in  Quercy,  Languedoc,  the 
whole  diilridt  of  the  Pyrenees,  Bearn,  Gafcoign,  part  of  Guienne,  Alface, 
Flanders,  and  Loraine,  they  abound  to  a greater  degree  than  common.  In 
Flanders,  Alface,  on  the  Garonne,  and  Bearn,  I found  many  in  comfortable 
circumftances,  fuch  as  might  rather  be  called  fmall  farmers  than  cottagers,, 
and  in  Bas  Bretagne,  many  are  reputed  rich,  but  in  general  they  are  poor  and 
miferable,  much  ariftng  from  the  minute  divifton  of  their  little  farms  among 
all  the  children.  In  Loraine,  and  the  part  of  Champagne  that  joins  it,  they 
are  quite  wretched.  I have,  more  than  once,  feen  divifton  carried  to  fuch  excefs, 
that  a ftngle  fruit  tree,  ftanding  in  about  ten  perch  of  ground,  has  conftituted  a. 
farm,  and  the  local  fttuation  of  a family  decided  by  the  pofteftibn. 

II.  Hiring  at  money  rent  is  the  general  practice  in  Picardy,  Artois,  part 
of  Flanders,  Normandy  (except  the  Pays  de  Caux),  Idle  of  France,  and  Pays 
de  Beauce  * and  I found  fbme  in  Bearn  and  about  Navarens.  Such  tenures  are- 
found  alfo  in  moft  parts  of  France,  foattered  among  thofe  which  are  different 
and  predominant r>  but,  upon  a moderate  eftimate,  they  have  not  yet  made  their 
way  through  more  than  a fixth  or  feventh  of  the  kingdom. 

III.  Feudal  tenures.- — Thefe  are  fiefs  granted  by  the  feigneurs  of  pari  flies, 
under  a refervation  of  fines,  quit  rents,  forfeitures,  fervices,  &e.  I found  them 
abounding  moft  in  Bretagne,  Limoiin,  Berry,  La  Marche,  &c.  where  they- 
fpread  through  whole  provinces  5 but  they  are  fcattered  very  much  in  every  part 
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01  the  kingdom.  About  Verfon,  Vatan,  &c.  in  Berry,  they  complained  fo  hea- 
vily of  thefe  burthens,  that  the  mode  of  levying  and  enforcing  them  mu  ft  con- 
ft itute  much  of  the  evil ; they  are  every  where  much  more  burthenfome  than 
apparent,  from  the  amount  which  I attribute  to  that  circumflance.  Legal  adju- 
dications, they  affert,  are  very  fevere  againfl  the  tenant,  in  favour  of  the  feigneur. 

IV.  Monopoly. — This  is  commonly  practifed  in  various  of  the  provinces 
where  metaying  is  known  ; men  of  fome  fab  franc  e hire  great  tracks  of  land,  at 
a money  rent,  and  re-let  it  in  fmall  divifions  to  metayers,  who  pay  half  the  pro- 
duce. I heard  many  complaints  of  it  in  La  Marche,  Berry,  Poitou,  and  An- 
goumois,  and  it  is  met  with  in  other  provinces  ; it  appears  to  flow  from  the  dif- 
ficulties inherent  in  the  metaying  fyftem,  but  is  itfeif  a mifehievous  practice, 
well  known  in  Ireland,  where  thefe  middle  men  are  aim  oft  banifhed. 

V.  Metayers. — This  is  the  tenure  under  which,  perhaps,  feven -eighths  of 
the  lands  of  France  are  held;  it  pervades  almofl  every  part  of  Sologne,  Berry,  La 
Marche,  Limolin,  Anjou,  Bourgogne,  Bourbonnois,  Nevernois,  Auvergne,  &c„ 
and  is  found  in  Bretagne,  Maine,  Provence,  and  all  the  fouthern  counties,  &c. 
In  Champagne  there  are  many  at  tier  franc , which  is  the  third  of  the  produce, 
but  in  general  it  is  half.  The  landlord  commonly  finds  half  the  cattle  and 
half  the  feed ; and  the  metayer  labour,  implements,  and  taxes  ; but  in  fome  dif- 
tridts  the  landlord  bears  a fhare  of  thefe.  In  Berry  fome  are  at  half,  fome  one- 
third,  fome  one-fourth  produce.  In  Roufiillon  the  landlord  pays  half  the  taxes  ; 
and  in  Guienne,  from  Auch  to  Fieuran,  many  landlords  pay  all.  Near  Aguil- 
lon,  on  the  Garonne,  the  metayers  furnifh  half  the  cattle.  Near  Falaife,  in 
Normandy,  I- found  metayers,  where  they  fliould  leaf!  of  all  be  looked  for,  on  ibe 
farms  which  gentlemen  keep  in  their  own  hands ; the  confequence  there  is,  that 
every  gentleman’s  farm  mufi  be  precifely  the  word;  cultivated  of  all  the  neigh- 
bourhood : — this  difgraceful  circumflance  needs  no  comment.  At  Nangis,  in 
the  Ifle  of  France,  I met  with  an  agreement  for  the  landlord  to  furnifh  live 
flock,  implements,  harnefs,  and  taxes  ; the  metayer  found  labour  and  his  own 
capitation  tax  : — the  landlord  repaired  the  houfe  and  gates;  the  metayer  the 
windows  : — the  landlord  provided  feed  the  iirft  year ; the  metayer  the  laft  ; iri 
the  intervening  years  they  fu.pply  half  and  half.  Produce  fold  for  money 
divided.  Butter  and  cheefe  ufed  in  the  metayer’s  family,  to  any  amount,  com- 

' pounded  for  at  5s.  a cow.  I11  the  Bourbonnois  the  landlord  finds  all  forts  of  live 
flock,  yet  the  metayer  fells,  changes,  and  buys  at  his  will ; the  Reward  keeping 
an  account  of  thefe  mutations,  for  the  landlord  has  half  the  product  of  fales, 
and  pays  half  the  purchafes.  The  tenant  carts  the  landlord’s  half  of  the  corn 
to  the  barn  of  the  chateau,  and  comes  again  to  take  the  ftraw ; the  confe- 
quences  of  this  abiurd  iyflem  are  ftriking ; land  which  in  England  would  let  at 
1 os.  pay  about  2s.  6d.  for  both  land  and  live  flock. 
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At  the  firft  blufh,  the  great  difad  vantage  of  the  metaying  fyftem  is  to  land- 
lords , but,  on  a nearer  examination,  the  tenants  are  found  in  the  loweft  ftate  of 
poverty,  and  fome  of  them  in  mifery.  At  Yatan,  in  Berry,  I was  affured,  that 
the  metayers  almoft  every  year  borrowed  their  bread  of  the  landlord  before  the 
harveft  came  round,  yet  hardly  worth  borrowing,  for  it  was  made  of  rye  and 
barley  mixed ; I tailed  enough  of  it  to  pity  lincerely  the  poor  people  ; but  no 
common  perfon  there  eats  wheaten  bread ; with  all  this  mifery  among  the 
farmers,  the  landlord’s  lituation  may  be  eflimated  by  the  rents  he  receives. . 
At  Salbris,  in  Sologne,  for  a Iheep-walk  that  feeds  700  fheep,  and  200  Englilh 
acres  of  other  land,  paid  the  landlord,  for  his  half,  about  33I.  fterling ; the 
whole  rent,  for  land  and  ftock  too,  did  not,  therefore,  amount  to  is.  per  head 
on  the  Bleep  ! In  Limofin,  the  metayers  are  coniidered  as  little  better  than 
menial  fervants,  removeable  at  pleafure,  and  obliged  to  conform  in  all  things 
to  the  will  of  the  landlords  ; it  is  commonly  computed  that  half  the  tenantry 
are  deeply  in  debt  to  the  proprietor,  fo  that  he  is  often  obliged  to  turn  them  off 
with  the  lofs  of  thefe  debts,  in  order  to  fave  his  land  from  running  wafte. 

In  all  the  modes  of  occupying  land,  the  great  evil  is  the  fmallnefs  of  farms. 
There  are  large  ones  in  Picardy,  the  Ifle  of  France,  the  Pays  de  Beauce,  Artois, 
and  Normandy ; but,  in  the  reft  of  the  kingdom,  fich  are  not  general.  The 
divifion  of  the  farms  and  population  is  fo  great,  that  the  mifery  flowing  from  it 
is  in  many  places  extreme  ; the  idlenefs  of  the  people  is  feen  the  moment  you 
enter  a town  on  market-day  ; the  fwarms  of  people  are  incredible..  At  Lander- 
vifiau,  in  Bretagne,  I faw  a man  who  walked  feven  miles  to  bring  two  chicksns, 
which  would  not  fell  for  24  f.  the  couple,  as  he  told  me  himfelf.  At  Avranches 
men  attending  each  a hori'e,  with  a pannier  load  of  fea  ooze,  not  more  than 
fou t bufhels.  Near  Ifenheim,  in  Alface,  a rich  country,  women,  in  the  midft 
of  harveft,  where  their  labour  is  nearly  as  valuable  as  that  of  men,  reaping  graft 
by  the  road  fide  to  carry  home  to  their  cows. 

Observations-. 

Three  material  queftions  obvioufly  arife;  ift,  the  inconveniencies  of  metay- 
ing,  and  tire  ad'  vantages  of  the.  tenure  at  a money  rent  ; 2d,  the  fize  of  farms,- 
3d,  how  far  fmall  properties  are  beneficial* 

L Metayers . 

This  fubjeet  may  be  eafily  difpatched.;  for  there  is  not  one  word  to  be  faid  in 
favour  of  the  practice,  and  a thoufand  arguments  that  might  be  uied  againft  it,~ 
The  hard  plea  of  necefiity  can  alone  be  urged  in  its  favour  ; the  poverty  of  the 
farmers  being  fo  great,  that  the  landlord  muft  flock  the  farm,  or  it  could  not- he 
flecked  at  all this  is  a moil  cruel  burthen  to  a proprietor,  who  is  thus  obliged 
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to  run  much  of  the  hazard  of  farming  in  the  mod:  dangerous  of  all  methods* 
that  of  trailing  his  property  abfolutely  in  the  hands  of  people  who  are  generally 
ignorant,  many  carelefs,  and  fome  undoubtedly  wicked.  Among  fonle  gentlemen 
I perfonallv  knew,  I was  acquainted  with  one  at  Bagnere  de  Luchon,  who  was 
obliged  to  fell  his  eflate,  becaufe  he  was  unable  to  reftock  it,  the  fheep  having  all 
died  of  epidemical  diflempers;  proceeding,  doubtlefs,  from  the  execrable  methods 
of  the  metayers  cramming  them  into  flables  as  hot  as  floves,  on  reeking  dunghills  ; 
and  then  in  the  common  cuflom  of  the  kingdom,  fhutting  every  hole  and  crack 
that  could  let  in  air. — In  this  moll  miferable  of  all  the  modes  of  letting  land,  af- 
ter running  the  hazard  of  fuch  loiTes,  fatal  in  many  inflances,  the  defrauded 
landlord  receives  a contemptible  rent; — the  farmer  is  in  the  loweft  flate  of 
poverty; — the  land  is  miferably  cultivated ; and  the  nation  buffers  as  feverely  as 
the  parties  themfelves.  It  is  a curious  queftion  how  this  practice  came  to  be 
exploded  in  Picardy,  Normandy,  and  the  Idle  of  France.  The  wealth  of  great 
cities  will  effect  fomething,  but  not  much ; for  Bourdeaux,  Marfeilles,  and, 
above  all,  Lyons  and  Nantes-,  have  done  nothing  in  this  refpedt  * yet  they  are: 
to  be  claffed  among  the-richefl  cities  in  Europe,  and  far  beyond.  Rouen,  Abbe- 
ville, Amiens,  &c. — And  were  we  to  afcribe  it  to  the  nearer  vicinity  of  the 
capital,  why  has  not  the  fame  caufe  eflablifhed  a good  hufbandry,  a swell  as 
rents  paid  in  money  ? — The  faff,  however,  is  certain,  that  thole  three  pro- 
vinces, with  Artois  and  Flanders,  in  which  we  ihould  not  be  furprized  at  any 
variation,  as  they  were  conquered  from  a free  country,  comparatively  Ipeaking, 
are  the  only  ones  in  the  kingdom  where  this  beneficial  practice  generally  pre- 
vails.. It  is  found,  indeed,  in  a fcattered  and  irregular  manner  elfewhere,  but 
not  eflablifhed  as  in  thofe  provinces.  That  the  poverty  of  the  tenantry, 
which  has  given  rife  to  this  mifchievous  practice,  has  arifen  from  the  principles 
of  an  arbitrary  government,  cannot  be  doubted.  Heavy  taxes  on  the  farmers, 
from  which  the  nobility  and  clergy  are  exempt ; and  thofe  taxes  levied  arbi- 
trarily, at  the  will  of  the  intendant  and  his  fub-delegues,  have  been  fifficient 
to  impoverifh  the  lower  claffes.  One  would  naturally  have  fuppofed,  from  the 
grofs  abufes  and  cruelty  of  this  method  of  taxation,  that  the  objedt  in  view 
were  as  much  to  keep  the  people  poor,  as  to  make  the  King  rich..  As  the 
tail le  was  profeffedly  levied  in  proportion  to  every  one’s  fnb fiance,  it  had  the 
mifchievous  effedt.  of  all  equal  land  taxes,  when  levied  even  with  honefly ; for  a 
farmer’s  profit — his  fuccefs — his.  merit,  was  taxed  exactly  in  proportion  to  the 
quantum  ; a fure  method  of  putting  a period  to  the  exiilence  of  either  profit,, 
fuccefs,  or  merit.  The  farmers  are  really  poor,  or  apparently  poor,  fince  a rich 
man  will  affect  poverty  to  efcape  the  arbitrary  rife  of  a tax,  which  .profeiles  to  be- 
in  proportion  to  his  power  of  bearing  it : hence  poor  cattle,  poor  implements,, 
and  poor  dung-hills,  even  on  the  farms  of  men  who  could  afford  the: heft... 
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What  a ruinous  and  deteflable  fyflem,  and  how  furely  calculated  to  flop 
the  current  of  the  wealth  of  the  fovereign,  as  well  as  of  his  people  S — < 
What  man  of  common  fenfe  and  feeling,  can  lament  the  fall  of  a go- 
vernment that  conducted  itfelf  on  fuch  principles  ? And  who  can  juflly 
condemn  the  people  for  their  violence,  in  wrefling  from  the  nobility  and 
clergy  thofe  privileges  and  diflindtions,  which  they  had  ufed  fo  unworthily, 
to  the  depreffion  and  ruin  of  all  the  inferior  daffies  Thefe  taxes,  united 
with  the  burthenfome  and  odious  feudal  rights  and  impofitions  of  the  feig- 
neurs,  prevented  all  inveflment  of  capital,  which  could  not  be  removed  at 
pleafure,  from  the  land  : the  evil  was  not  fo  much  a general  want  of  capital 
in  the  kingdom,  as  an  apprehenfion  of  fixing  it  on  land,  where  it  would  of 
neceffity  be  expofed  to  the  rapin  of  regal  and  noble  harpies  ; that  this  was 
the  fadt,  we  find  from  the  cafe  of  the  rich  grazing  diflridls  of  Normandy, 
where  no  want  of  capital  was  heard  of,  yet  fuch  lands  demand  a larger  rum 
to  flock  than  any  other ; a fum  equal  to  the  amplefl  improvement  of  the 
poorefl  and  moll  difficult  foils.  Why  then  fihould  not  a proper  flock  be 
found  on  arable  as  well  as  on  paflure  lands  ? For  an  obvious  reafon — the 
capital  inverted  in  fat  oxen  and  fheep  is  removeable  at  a moment’s  warning ; 
and,  being  every  year  renewed,  the  grazier  has  an  annual  opportunity  of 
withdrawing  from  bufinefs  ; he  has  confequently  a fort  of  independence,  ut- 
terly unknown  to  an  arable  farmer,  who  has  the  leaf!  idea  of  improving  his  land, 
or  of  keeping  a proper  flock  of  implements  and  manure.  The  knowledge  of 
this  circumflance  keeps  the  tyrants  in  order,  and  makes  them  tender  in  impo- 
fitions, which  being  evaded,  would  leave  the  moll  valuable  land  in  the  kingdom 
without  the  means  of  being  rendered  productive.  In  regard  to  the  befl  means 
of  remedying  the  evils  of  metaying,  they  certainly  confifl  in  the  proprietor’s 
farming  his  own  lands  till  improved,  and  then  letting  them  at  a money  rent, 
without  the  flock,  if  he  can  find  farmers  to  hire ; but  if  not,  lending  the 
flock  at  interefl.  Thus  favoured,  the  farmers  would,  under  a good  govern- 
ment and  eafed  of  tythes,  prefently  grow  rich,  and,  in  all  probability,  would, 
for  the  moil  part,  free  themfelves  from  the  debt  in  twenty- five  or  thirty 
years ; and,  with  good  husbandry,  even  in  a fingle  ieafe  of  twenty-one  years ; 
but  with  their  prelent  wretched  fyflems  of  cropping,  and  deficiency  of  cattle 
and  fheep,  they  would  be  a century  effecting  it.  If  a landlord  could  not,  or 
would  not,  farm  himfelf,  the  next  method  would  be,  to  let  live  flock  and 
land  at  a money  rent,  for  twenty-one  years,  the  tenant,  at  the  expiration, 
paying  him  in  money  the  original  value  of  the  live  flock,  and  fubjedt  to  ail 

The  paflage  is  left  as  originally  written ; the  people  have  fince  Ihevvn  in  their  turn,  that  the 
little  linger  of  a democracy  is  heavier  than  the  whole  body  of  an  arbitrary  monarch. 

hazards 
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hazards  and  Ioffes.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  fuch  a fyfiem,  with  a good 
mode  of  taxation  and  freedom  from  tythes,  would  enable  the  metayer  in  that 
term  to  become  at  lead:  capable  of  carrying  on  his  bufmefs,  without  any 
afliftance  in  future  from  his  landlord.. 

II.  Size  of  Farms* 

I have  treated  at  large  of  this  fubject  in  my  Tours  through  England,  and  in 
the  Annals  of  Agriculture,  vol.  vii.  p.  5 10 ; at  prefent  therefore,  I fhall  briefly 
touch  upon  fGme  circumftances  more  particularly  ariflng  from  the  hufoandry  of 
France.  I fhall  begin  by  afferting,  with  confidence,  that  I never  faw  a Angle 
infiance  of  good  hufbandry  on  a fmall  farm,  except  on  foils  of  the  greatefl:  fer- 
tility. Flanders  is  always-  an  exception  ; on  that  rich,  deep,  and  putrid  foil, 
in  the  exuberant  plain  of  Alface,  and  in  the  deep  and  fertile  borders  of  the  Ga- 
ronne, the  land  is  io  good,  that  it  mull  be  perverfity  alone  that  can  contrive  very 
bad  hufbandry;  but  on  all  inferior  foils,  that  is  to  fay,  through  nine-tenths  of 
the  kingdom,  and  in  fome  infiances  even  on  very  rich  land,  as,  for  infiance, 
in  Normandy,  the  hufbandry  is  execrable.  I may  farther  obferve,  that  when- 
ever bad  management  is  found  in  thofe  rich  and  well  cultivated  diftrids,  it  is 
hire  to  be  found  on  final!  farms.  When,  therefore,  I obferved  in  many  c aiders 
of  the.  three  orders,  a demand  to  limit  the  fize  of  farms,  and  great  panegyricks 
on  fmall  ones,  I could  not  but  conclude,  that  the  townfmen  who  drew  up  thofe 
infirudions  knew  nothing  of  the  practice  of  agriculture,  except  the  vulgar  errors 
which  float  in  every  country  upon  that  fubjed*.  This  inquiry  is  of  fo  much 
importance  to  every  nation,  that  it  ought  to  depend  as  much  as  pofiible  on 
fads,  and  of  courfe  to  be  handled  by  thofe  only  who  pradife  agriculture  as 
well  as  underhand  it.  The  following  queflion.  naturally  arife..  Is  it  the  grofs- 
produce  of  hufbandry  that  fhould  chiefly  he  confidered  ? Or  the  greatefl:  pro- 
duce that  can  be  carried  to  market.  ? Or  is  it  the  net  profit?  Should  the 
populoufnefs  ariiing  from  cultivation  be  the  guide  ? Or  fhould  the  eafe  and 
happinefs  of  the  cultivators  be  only  had  in  view  ? Thefe  queftions  might  be 
multiplied,  but  they  are  fufiicient  for  unfolding  the  inquiry.  It  will  probably 
be  found,  that  no  one  point,  is  fingly  to  be  attended  to,  but  an  aggregate  of  all,, 
in  due  proportions.. 

I.  The  grofs  produce  cannot  be  alone  confidered,  for  this  Ample  reafon,  that: 
fo  many  hands  may  be  employed  to  raife  the  largeft,  as  to  afford  none  for 

* Cahier  de  Dourdon,  p.  17,— Crepy?  p.  5 Ejrampes , p,  27.— Paris,  p.  41, — -Previns  and 

ter.eaux , p,  51. 
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market 3 In  which  cafe  there  could  be  no  towns,  no  manufacturers,  but  merely 
domeflic  ones  3 no  army,  no  navy,  no  fhipping.  Such  an  arrangement,  though 
perfectly  confident  with  the  Count  de  Mirabeau’s  fyftem,  of  an  equal  difperfioa 
of  a people  over  their  whole  territory,  is  yet  fo  truly  vifionary,  that  it  does  not 
demand  a moment’s  attention. 

II.  The  net  profit  of  hufbandry  cannot  poflibly  be  the  guide,  becaufe 
the  moft  uncultivated  lpots  may  be  attended  with  a greater  net  profit  on 
the  capital  employed,  than  the  richefl  gardens 3 as  a mere  warren,  fheep- 
walk,  &c. 

III.  Populoufnefs  cannot  be  a fafe  guide  in  the  inquiry,  becaufe  if  it  be  alone 
attended  to,  it  infallibly  deftroys  itfelf  by  excefs  of  mifery.  There  can  be  no 
merit  in  any  fyftem  that  breeds  people  to  ftarve  3 food  and  employment  (towns) 
muft,  therefore,  be  in  view  as  well  as  people. 

IV.  The  eafe  and  happinefs  of  cultivators  alone  cannot  be  our  guide,  becaufe 
they  may  be  eafier  and  happier  in  the  midft  of  a howling  defert,  than  in  the 
gardens  of  Montreuil. 

V.  I am  not  abfolutely  fatisfied  with  the  great  eft  produce  that  can  be  carried  to 
market , but  it  comes  infinitely  nearer  to  the  truth  than  any  of  the  reft 3 it  in- 
cludes a confiderable  grofs  produce  3 it  implies  a great  net  profit  3 and  indicates, 
exaCtly  in  proportion  to  its  amount,  that  populoufnefs  which  is  found  in  towns, 
and  that  which  ought  to  depend  on  manufactures  3 it  fecures  the  eafe  of  the  cul- 
tivating claffes  3 it  enables  the  farmer  to  employ  much  labour,  and,  what  is  of 
more  confequence,  to  pay  it  well. 

This  leading  propofition,  being  thus  far  fatisfaCtorily  afcertained,  on  compa- 
nion with  the  others,  we  are  able  to  determine  that  that  fize  of  farms  is  moft  be- 
neficial, in  general,  which  fecures  the  greater!:  produce  in  the  market  3 or,  in 
other  words,  converted  into  money.  Now,  in  order  thus  to  command  a great 
furplus,  above  what  is  confirmed  by  men  and  their  families  employed  or  de- 
pending on  the  cultivation,  every  fpecies  of  good  hufbandry  muff  be  exerted. 
Lands  already  in  culture  muft  be  kept  improving  3 great  flocks  of  cattle  and 
fheep  fupported  3 every  fort  of  manure  that  can  be  procured  ufed  plentifully  3 
draining,  irrigating,  folding,  hoeing,  marling,  claying,  liming,  inclofing,  allmufl 
be  exerted  with  activity  and  vigour: — no  fcrap  of  wafite  land  left  in  a negleCted 
Rate: — all  improved3  all  pufbing  forward  towards  perfection;  and  the  farmer 
encouraged,  by  the  profit  of  his  undertakings,  to  in  veil  his  favings  in  frefh  ex- 
ertions, that  he  may  receive  that  compound  interefl  fo  practicable  for  the  good 
farmer.  The  fized  farm  that  befh  effects  all  thefe  works,  will  certainly  carry  to 
market  the  greateft  furplus  produce.  I have  attended,  with  great  care  and  im- 
partiality, to  the  refult  of  this  inquiry  throughout  the  kingdom  3 and  though  in 

many 
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in  any  provinces  -the  hufbandry  is  fo  infamoufly  bads  as  to  yield  a choice  only  of 
evils,  yet  I may  fafely  afifert,  that  on  farms  of  300  to  600  acres  it  is  infinitely 
better  than  on  little  ones,  and  fupplies  the  market  with  a produce  beyond  all 
companion  fuperior.  But  by  farms  I mean  always  occupations , and  by  no 
means  fiach  as  are  hired  by  middle  men  to  re-let  to  little  metayers.  There  is 
nothing  ftrange  in  the  bad  hufbandry  fo  common  on  little  farms  ; by  which  I 
mean  fuch  as  are  under  t oo  arpents,  and  even  from  1 00  to  200  3 thofe  propor- 
tions between  the  flock  and  labour,  and  the  land,  by  which  practical  men  will 
underhand  what  I mean,  are  on  fuch  farms  unfavourable.  The  man  is  poors 
and  no  poor  farmer  can  make  thofe  exertions  that  are  demanded  for  good  huf- 
bandry * 3 and  his  poverty  is  necefiariiy  in  proportion  to  the  frnallnefs  of  his 
farm.  The  profit  of  a large  farm  fupports  the  farmer  and  his  family,  and 
leaves  a furplus  which  may  be  laid  out  in  improvements  3 that  of  a finall  tract 
of  land  will  do  no  more  than  fupport  the  farmer,  and  leaves  nothing  for  im- 
provements. With  the  latter  the  horfes  are  more  numerous  than  with  the 
former,  and  in  a proportion  that  abridges  much  of  the  profit.  The  divifion  of 
labour,  which  in  every  purfuit  of  induflry- gives  fkill  and  difpatch,  cannot  in- 
deed take  place  on  the  greatefl  farms  in  the  degree  in  which  it  is  found  in 
manufactures  3 but  upon  fmall  farms  it  does  not  take  place  at  all  :-~-the  fame 
man,  by  turns,  applies  to  every  work  of  the  farm 3 upon  the  larger  occupation 
there  are  ploughmen,  threfhers,  hedgers,  fhepherds,  cow-herds,  ox-herds,  hog- 
herds,  lime-burners,  drainers,  and  irrigators  -this  circumflance  is  of  confider- 
able  importance,  and  decides  that  every  work  will  be  better  performed  on  a 
large  than  on  a finall  farm 3 one  of  the  greatefl  engines  of  good  hufbandry,  a 
fheepfold,  is  either  to  be  found  on  a large  farm  only,  orat  an  expence  of  labour 
which  dejlroys  the  profit.  It  has  often  been  urged,  that  fmall  farms  are  greater 
nurferies  of  population 3 in  many  initances  this  is  the  cafe,  and  they  are  often 
pernicious  exactly  in  that  proportion 3 prolific  in  mifery  3 and  breeding  mouths 
without  yielding  a produce  to  feed  them.  In  France,  population,  outflripping 
the  demand,  is  a public  nuifance,  and  ought  to  be  carefully  difcouraged 3 but 
of  this  fadl,  glaring  through  the  whole  kingdom,  more  in  another  chapter. 
The  farms  I fhould  prefer  in  France  would  be  250  to  350  acres  upon  rich  foils^ 
and  400  to  600  upon  poorer  ones. 

England  has  made,  upon  the  whole,  a much  greater  progrefs  in  agriculture 
than  any  other  country  in  Europe  3 and  great  farms  have  abfolutely  done  the 
whole  : infomuch,  that  we  have  not  a capital  improvement  that  is  ever  found  on 

* (i  Wealth,’*  fays  a French  writer,  {i  in  the  hands  of  farmers  becomes  fatal  to  agriculture.’* 
Efai fur  I’etat  de  la  culture  Belgique.  8vo.  1784.  p.  7.  Who  can  wonder  at  a kingdom  bring  ill  cul- 
tivated, that  abounds  with  fuch  politicians  ? 
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a fmall  one.  Let  foreigners let  the  Count  de  Hertzberg*  come  to  Eng- 

land and  view  our  hufbandry : — let  me  have  the  honour  of  Chewing  him  that  of 
our  large  farms,  and  then  let  Dr.  Price  conduit  him  to  that  of  our  fmall  ones  : 
when  he  has  viewed  both,  he  will  find  no  difficulty  in  drawing  conclufions 
very  different  from  thofe  which  he  has  hitherto,  patronized.  We  have  in  Eng- 
land brought  to  perfection  the  management  of  inclofing,  marling,  claying,  and 
every  fpecies  of  manuring.  We  have  made  great  advances  in  irrigation ; and 
fhould,  perhaps,  have  equalled  Lombardy,  if  the  liberty  of  the  people  would 
have  allowed  as  ready  a trefpafs  on  private  property.  We  have  carried  the 
breeding  of  cattle  and  fheep  to  a greater  perfection,  than  any  country  in  the 
world  ever  yet  experienced.  We  have,  in  our  belt  managed  diilriCts,  banifhed 
fallows  : and,  what  is  the  great  glory  of  our  iflana,  the  heft  hufbandry  is  found 
on  our  pooreft  foils.  Let  me  demand,  of  the  advocates  for  fmall  farms,  where 
the  little  farmer  is  to  be  found  who  will  cover  his  whole  farm  with  marl,  at  the 
rate  of  ioo  to  1 50  tons  per  acre  ? who  will  drain  all  his  land  at  the  expence  of 
two  or  three  pounds  an  acre  ? who  will  pay  a heavy  price  for  the  manure  of 
towns,  and  convey  it  thirty  miles  by  land  carriage  ? who  will  float  his  meadows 
at  the  expence  of  5I.  per  acre  ? who,  to  improve  the  breed  of  his  fheep,  will 
give  1000  guineas  for  the  life  of  a Angle  ram  for  a Angle  feafon  ? who  will  give 
25  guineas  per  cow  for  being  covered  by  a fine  bull  ? who  will  fend  acrofs  the 
kingdom  to  diftant  provinces  for  new  implements,  and  for  men  to  ufe  them  ? 
who  employ  and  pay  men  for  refiding  in  provinces,  where  practices  are  found 
which  they  want  to  introduce  on  their  farms  ? — At  the  very  mention  of  fuch 
exertions,  common  in  England,  what  mind  can  be  fo  perverfely  framed  as  to 
imagine,  for  a Angle  moment,  that  such  things  are  to  be  effected  by  little 
farmers  t — DeduCt  from  agriculture  all  the  practices  that  have  made  it  flourifli- 
ing  in  this  iiland,  and  you  have  precifely  the  management  of  fmall  farms. 

* That  Minifler  fays,  in  one  of  his  difcourfes  to  the  Academy  of  Berlin,  <c  Ce  le  principe  de  que 
le  cultivateur  Anglais  Young  fontient,  dans  fon  Arithmetique  Politique,  fur  l’utilite  des  grandes 
fermes.  M.  Young  paroit  avoir  tort  a 1’egard  d’un  gouvernement  republicain  tel  que  celui  de  ia 
Grande  Bretagne,  que  a plus  befoin  qu’un  autre  d’une  grande  population. ” Here,  as  in many  in- 
itances,  it  is  fuppofed,  that  large  farms  are  unfavourable  to  population,  becaufe  their  produce  is  con- 
fumed  in  towns.  Has  the  count  given  any  reafon  to  make  us  believe,  that  the  produce  of  a large 
farm  confumed  in  a town,  does  not  imply  a population  proportioned  to  its  quantity,  as  well  as  the 
produce  of  a fmall  farm,  which  is  confumed  by  the  people  that  raife  it  ? As  population  is  in  propor- 
tion to  food,  thofe  who  urge  that  great  farms  are  injurious,  fhould  {hew  that  fmall  ones  raife  a 
greater  quantity  ; that  is,  are  better  cultivated  : furely  the  afTertion  implies  too  grofs  an  abfurdity  to 
be  ventured.  Frederic,  who  attained  the  title  of  Great,  on  account  of  his  fuperior  fkifl  in  the  arts 
of  flaughtering  men,  was,  on  military  principles,  a friend  to  breeding  them. — “ confiderant  que  le 

nombre  des  habitants  fait  la  richeffe  des  fouverains  on  trouva  Ac.  Oeuvres  de  Fred . II. 

Tom.  v.  j?,  146. 
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The  falfe  ideas,  at  prefent  fo  common  in  France,  are  the  more  furpriiing,  as 
no  language  abounds  with  jufter  ientiments  on  many  of  thefe  queitions  of  political 
ceconomy  than  the  Franch.  There  cannot  be  jufter,  truer,  or  more  appofite 
remarks  on  the  advantage  of  great  farms  and  rich  farmers,  than  in  the  Ency- 
clopedic N Nor  can  any  one  write  better  on  the  fubjedt  than  M,  Delegorgueqc 
Artois,  he  obferves,  was  univerfally  under  two  crops  and  a fallow  ; but  changed 
to  a crop  every  year,  by  the  old  cufloms  being  abolifhed.  So  beneficial  an  alte- 
ration, not  common  in  France,  was  founded  many  and  expend ve  experiments, 
which  could  be  eftabliihed  only  by  means  of  the  manures  gained  from  large 
flocks  and  herds.  By  whom  was  this  change  effected  ? — by  little  farmers,  who 
can  hardly  effedt  their  own  fupport  ?« — affuredly  not.  He  further  obferves,  that 
fome  parts  of  Artois  are  divided  for  the  fake  of  a higher  rent,  and  cattle  are  there 
fenfibly  decreafed ; alfo,  that  a country  labourer  is  much  happier  than  a little 
farmer.  And  I give  him  no  flight  credit  for  his  obfervation,  that  little  farmers 
are  not  able  to  keep  their  corn  ; and  that  all  monopolies  are  in  confequence  of 
them;  implying,  that  great  farmers  keeping  back  their  corn  is  beneficial;  but 
monopolies  are  equally  beneficial ; and  tend  as  advantageoufly  to  remedy  the  evils 
that  flow  from  little  farmers  being  in  too  great  a hurry  to  fell. 

But  hov/ever  clearly  I may  be  convinced  of  the  infinite  fuperiority  of  large 
farms,  and  that  no  country  can  ever  be  highly  improved,  by  means  of  fmall 
ones,  yet  I am  very  far  from  recommending  any  laws  or  regulations  to  enforce 
the  union  of  leveral.  I contend  for  nothing  but  freedom;  and  for  the  rejedtion 
of  thole  abfurd  and  prepofterous  demands,  in  fome  of  the  French  cabiers,  for 
laws  again 'ft  luch  an  union.  And  let  me  add,  that  little  attention  fhould  be 
paid  to  thofe  writers  and  politicians,  who,  under  defpotic  governments,  are  fo 
itrenuous  for  a great  population,  as  to  be  blind  to  much  fuperior  objects ; who 
fee  nothing  in  the  propagation  of  mankind  but  the  means  of  increaling  foldiers  ; 
who  admire  fmall  farms  as  the  nurferies  of  flaves — and  think  it  a worthy  objedt 
of  policy  to  breed  men  to  mifery,  that  they  may  be  enlifted,  or  flarve.  Such  fen- 
timents  may  be  congenial  with  the  keen  atmofphere  of  German  defpotifm;  but 
that  they  ihould  find  their  way  into  a nation,  whofe  profpedts  are  cheared  by  the 
brighter  beams  of  new-born  liberty,  is  a contradiction  to  that  general  felicity 
which  ought  to  flow  from  freedom.  Much  too  populous  to  be  happy,  France 
Ihould  feek  the  means  of  feeding  the  numbers  which  fhe  hath,  inftead  of  breed- 
ing more  to  ilia  re  a too  fcanty  pittance. 

III.  Small  Properties . 

In  the  preceding  obfervations,  I have  had  rented  farms  only  in  view;  but 
there  is  another  fort  which  abounds  in  almoft  every  part  of  France,  of  which  we 

* Tom.  7,  p.  821.  Folio. 

| Mem.  fur  cette  queftion  Eft-il  utile  en  Artois  de  Divifer  les  Fermes  ? 1786.  p.  7* 

2 G 2 


cannot 


412 


TENANTRY, 


SIZE  OF  FARMS. 


cannot  form  an  idea  from  what  we  fee  in  England— I mean  frnall  properties  j 
that  is,  little  farms,  belonging  to  thofe  who  cultivate  them.  The  number 
is  fo  great,  that  I am  inclined  to  fuppofe  more  than  one-third  of  the  kingdom 
occupied  by  them.  Before  I travelled,  I conceived,  that  fmall  farms,  in 
property,  were  very  fufceptible  of  good  cultivation ; and  that  the  occupier 
of  fuch,  having  no  rent  to  pay,  might  be  fufficiently  at  his  eafe  to  work 
improvements,  and  carry  on  a vigorous  hufbandry ; but  what  I have  feen 
in  France,  has  greatly  leflened  my  good  opinion  of  them.  In  Flanders,  I 
faw  excellent  hufbandry  on  properties  of  30  to  100  acres ; but  we  feldom 
find  here  fuch  fmall  patches  of  property  as  are  common  in  other  provinces.  In 
Alface,  and  on  the  Garonne,  that  is,  on  foils  of  fuch  exuberant  fertility  as  to 
demand  no  exertions,  fome  fmall  properties  alfo  are  well  cultivated.  In  Bearn, 

I puffed  through  a region  of  little  farmers,  whofe  appearance,  neatnefs,  eafe, 
and  happinefs,  charmed  me ; it  was  what  property  alone  could,  on  a fmall 
fcale,  effedt ; but  thefe  were  by  no  means  contemptibly  fmall ; they  are,  as  I 
judged  by  the  diffance  from  houfe  to  houfe,  from  40  to  80  acres.  Except  thefe, 
and  a very  few  other  instances,  I faw  nothing  refpedtable  on  fmall  properties, 
except  a moft  unremitting  induftry.  Indeed,  it  is  neceffary  to  imprefs  on  the 
reader’s  mind,  that  though  the  hufbandry  I met  with,  in  a great  variety  of  in- 
ffances  on  little  properties,  was  as  bad  as  can  well  be  conceived,  yet  the  induftry 
of  the  poffeffors  was  fo  confpicuous,  and  fo  meritorious,  that  no  commendations 
would  be  too  great  for  it.  It  was  fufticient  to  prove,  that  property  in  land 
is,  of  all  others,  the  moft  adtive  inftigator  to  fevere  and  inceffant  labour.  And 
this  truth  is  of  fuch  force  and  extent,  that  I know'  no  way  fo  fure  of  carrying 
tillage  to  a mountain- top,  as  by  permitting  the  adjoining  villagers  to  acquire  it 
in  property ; in  fadt,  we  fee  that,  in  the  mountains  of  Languedoc,  &c.  they 
have  conveyed  earth  in  bafkets,  on  their  backs,  to  form  a foil  where  nature  had 
denied  it.  Another  circumftance  attending  fmall  properties,  is  the  increafe  of 
population ; but  what  may  be  advantageous  to  other  countries,  may  be  a mif- 
fortune  to  France. 

Having,  in  this  manner,  admitted  the  merit  of  fuch  fmall  farms  in  property, 

I fhall,  in  the  next  place,  ftate  the  inconveniences  I have  obferved  to  remit 
from  them  in  France. 

The  firft  and  greateft,  is  the  divifton  which  univerfally  takes  place  after  the 
death  of  the  proprietor,,  commonly  amongft  all  the  children,  but  in  fome  dif- 
tridts  amongft  the  fons  only..  Forty  or  fifty  acres  in  property  are  not  incapable 
of  good  hufbandry  $ but  when  divided,  twenty  acres  muji  be  ill  cultivated ; again 
divided,  they  become  farms  of  ten  acres,  of  five,  of  two,  and  even  one ; and  I 
have  feen  fome  of  half,  and  even  a quarter  of  a rood,  with  a family  as  much 
attached  to  it.  as  if  it  were  an  hundred  acres.  The  populatipn  flowing  from 
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this  diviiion  is,  in  feme  cafes,  great,  but  it  is  the  multiplication  of  Wretched- 
ness. Couples  marry  and  procreate  on  the  idea,  not  the  reality,  of  a mainte- 
nance ; they  increafe  beyond  the  demand  of  towns  and  manufactures  ; and  the 
confequence  is,  diftrefs,  and  numbers  dying  of  aifeafes,  ariiing  from  infuffic lent 
nourifhment.  Hence,  therefore,  fmall  properties,  much  divided,  prove  the 
greatefl  fource  of  mifery  that  can  be  conceived ; and  this  has  operated  to  fiich. 
an  extent  and  degree  in  France,  that  a law  undoubtedly  ought  to  be  paiTed,  to 
render  all  diviiion,  below  a certain  number  of  arpents,  illegal.  But  what  are  we, 
in  this  view  of  the  fubject,  drawn  from  adtual  kand  multiplied  observations,  to 
think  of  the  men  who  contend,  that  the  property  of  land  cannot  be  too  much 
divided  ? That  a country  is  fiourifhing  in  proportion  to  the  equal  difperfion  of 
the  people  over  their  territory,  is  the  opinion  of  one  celebrated  leader  * in  the 
National  AiTembly;  but  his  father  was  of  different  fentiments ; with  great  good 
fenfe  and  deep  reflection  he  declares,  that  that  culture  does  not  moft  favour  po- 
pulation which  employs  moft  hand  *j* ; “ c’efl  a bien  des  egards  un  prejuge  de 
croire,  que  plus  la  culture  -occupe  d’hommes  plus  elle  eft  favourable  a la  po- 
pulation meaning,  that  the  furplus  of  produCt  carried  to  market  is  as  favour- 
able to  population,  by  feeding  towns,  as  if  eaten  on  the  fields  that  produced  it, 
ainji  plus  F indujlrie  & la  ricbejfe  des  entre  preneurs  de  la  culture  epargne  de  travail 
d'hommes,  plus  la  culture  fournit  a la.fubjijlance  d'  autre  homines.  Another  deputy, 
high  in  general  eftimation,  and  at  the  head  of  the  committee  of  finances,  afierts, 
that  the  greatefl  pofiible  diviiion  of  land  property  is  the  heft.  Such  gentlemen,. 


* De  la  Monarchic  Prujpenne , torn.  iv.  p.  13.  The  Count  de  Mirabeau,  In  this  pafTage  agree?,, 
that  great  farms,  upon  a given  fpace  of  land,  will  yield  the  greatefl:  poftible  production,  at  the  leaft  pot- 
hole expence  ; but  contends,  that  there  is  a multitude  of  little  objects,  which  efcape  the  great  farmer^ 
of  much  more  confequence  than  faying  expences.  It  is  incredible  that  a man  of  fuch  decided  talents 
fhould  fo  utterly  miltake  the  facts  that  govern  a queftion,  to  which  he  has  give  much  attention,  at 
leaft  if  we  are  to  judge  by  his  recurring  to  it  fo  often.  Where  does  he  find  the  fa£t  upon  which  he 
builds  all  his  reafoning,  that  little  farmers  make  larger  inveftments  and  expences  than  great  farmers  ? 
I will  not  appeal  to  England,  in  which  the  queftion  is  determined  as  foon  as  named  j but  I fhould  with- 
to  be  informed,  in  what  provinces  of  France  the  little  farmers  have  their  lands  as  well  flocked  as 
great  ones  ? or  as  well  cultivated  ? M.  de  Mirabeau  completely  begs  the  queftion,  in  fuppofing 
what  is  directly  contrary  to  fact,  fince  the  advances  of  the  great  farms  are  more  confiderable,  perhaps 
the  double  of  thofe  of  the  little  one ; I am  fare  it  is  fo  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom  in  which  I have 
been.  But  the  Count  goes  on  to  ftate  how  fuperior  the  little  farms  are,  becaufe  fo  many  more  fa- 
milies are  found  on  the  land,  which  is  precisely  the  moft  powerful  argument  againft  them,  as  that  merit- 
admitted,  Implies  at  once  the  annihilation  of  towns  and  manufactures  being  beneficial  to  a modern  ftate, 
provided  the  people  be  found  in  the  country ; a pofition  I have  fufficiently  anfwered  in  the  text.. 

+ LI  Ami  des  Hommes , 5th  edit.  1760.  tom.  v.  p.  43.  See  alfo  tom.  vi.p.  79.  Tableau  O econo— 
rnique.  See  the  fame  fubject,  handled  with  much  ability,  by  one  of  the  greatefl  political  geniutles  of 
the  prefent  age,  De  U Oeccmomie  Politique , par.  M'onf.  Herrenfchwand,  By.  lySfj,  p.  275.  And 
Dipours  fur  la  divifwn  des  Ter  res,  8vo.  1786,  Par  le  meme. 
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with  the  beft  intentions,  fpread  opinions,  which,  if  fully  embraced,  would  make 
all  France  a fcene  of  beggary  and  wretcheanefs.  Amidft  a mafs  of  moil  ufeful 
knowledge,  of  deep  and  juft  reflections,  and  true  political  principles,  a tendency 
to  fimilar  ideas  is  found  in  the  reports  of  the  committee  of  Mendeciie  in 
which  the  multiplication  of  little  properties  is  conlidered  as  a refource  again!! 
mifery.  Nothing  more  is  neceflary,  than  to  extend  ftich  ideas,  by  fuppofition  to 
fact,  to  fhew  their  real  tendency*  There  are  130  millions  of  acres,  and  at  leaf! 
25  millions  of  people  in  France.  Aflign,  therefore,  to  each  perfon,  its  fhare  of 
that  extent ; call  it  (allowing  for  rocks,  rivers,  roads,  &c.)  five  acres  each,  or 
2 5 acres  per  family.  When,  by  the  firft  principles  of  the  idea*  which  is  that  of 
encouraging  population,  the  luxury,  celibacy,  unhealthy  employments,  profti- 
tution  and  fterrility  of  cities  are  removed,  and  the  plain  manners  of  the  country 
are  univerfally  eftablifhed,  every  circumftance  in  nature  carries  the  people  to 
marriage  and  procreation  : a great  increafe  takes  place  $ and  the  2 ^ acres  gra- 
dually, by  divifion,  become  20,  15,  12,  8,  and  fo  on,  perpetually  leilening. 
What,  on  ftich  a fuppofition,  is  to  become  of  the  fuperfluity  of  people  ? — You 
prefen tiy  arrive  at  the  limit  beyond  which  the  earth,  cultivate  it  as  you  pleafe, 
will  feed  no  more  mouths ; yet  thofe  fimple  manners,  which  inftigate  to  mar- 
riage, ftill  continue  : — what  then  is  the  conlequence,  but  the  moft  dreadful 
mifery  imaginable  ! — You  foon  would  exceed  the  populoufnefs  of  China,  where 
the  putrid  carcafies  of  dogs,  cats,  rats,  and  every  fpecies  of  filth  and  vermin, 
are  fought  with  avidity,  to  fuftain  the  life  of  wretches  wdio  were  born  only  to  be 
ftarved.  Such  are  the  infallible  effects  of  carrying  into  execution  a too  minute 
divifion  of  landed  property.  No  country  upon  earth  is  curfed  with  fo  bad  a 
government  as  that  would  be,  which  aimed  ferioufly  at  fuch  a divifion  ; fo 
ruinous  is  that  population,  which  arifes  from  principles  pure  and  virtuous  in 
their  origin,  but  leads  diredtiy  to  the  extremes  of  human  mifery  S— Great  cities 
have  been  called  the  graves  of  the  human  fpecies  : if  they  conduct  ealily  to  the 
grave,  they  become  the  beft  eutbanajia  of  too  much  populoufnefs.  They  are  more 
apt  to  prevent  increafe  than  to  deftroy,  which  is  precifely  the  effect  wanted  in 
fuch  a country  as  France,  where  the  divifion  of  property  has  unhappily  nurfed 
up  a population,  which  fhe  cannot  feed  ♦ what,  therefore,  would  be  the  mifery 
of  cities  and  towns  fupported  their  numbers,  and  left  the  whole  furplus  of  the 
country  regorging  in  the  cottages  ? — This  is  too  much  the  cafe  for  the  happinefs 
cf  the  kingdom,  as  we  fee  in  a thoufand  circumftances,  and  particularly  in  the  dif- 
trefs  ariflng  from  the  leaf!  failure  in  the  crops  ; fuch  a deficiency,  as  in  England 
paflfes  almoft  wdthout  notice,  in  France  is  attended  with  dreadful  calamities. 

* Premier  Rapport.  8vo.  1790.  p.  6.  Sphtatriems  Rapport , p.  9.  Thefe  reports  were  made 
by  the  chairman,  M.  de  la  Rochefoucauld  Liancourt,  and  do  very  great  honour  to  his  abilities  and  his 
induftry. 

There 
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There  cannot  be  a more  pleating  fpe&acle,  or  better  framed  to  call  into 
animation  the  fympathies  of  our  nature,  than  that  of  a family  living  on  a little 
property,  which  their  induftry  cultivates,  and  perhaps  created  : it  is  this  objeCt, 
fo  touching  to  the  befl  feelings  of  the  human  bofom,  that  has  certainly  made 
many  writers  indifcriminate  advocates  for  fmall  properties.  If  the  induilry  of 
towns  and  manufactures  were  aCtive  enough  to  demand  the  furplus  of  all  this 
population  as  fait  as  it  arofe,  the  advantages  of  the  fyftem  would  be  clear  ; but 
France  knows,  by  fad  experience,  that  fuch  a furplus  is  not  demanded  at  prefent ; 
what,  therefore,  would  the  confequence  be  of  bringing  a frefh  one  to  market, 
while  the  old  one  remains  on  hand  ? It  is  idle  to  cite  the  example  of  Ame- 
rica, where  an  immeniity  of  fertile  land  lies  open  to  ever)7  one  who  will  accept 
it ; and  where  population  is  valuable  to  an  unexampled  degree,  as  we  fee  in  the 
price  of  their  labour ; but  what  comparifon,  between  fuch  a country  and  France, 
where  the  competition  for  employment  is  fo  great,  arifing  from  too  great  a po- 
puloufnefs,  that  the  price  of  labour  is  76  per  cent,  below  that  of  its  more 
flourishing  neighbour  ? — But,  in  considering  this  Interesting  Subject,  I fhall  re- 
cur, as  I have  done  on  fo  many  other  occalions,  to  the  example  of  England.  In 
this  kingdom,  fmall  properties  are  exceedingly  rare  ; in  great  numbers  of  our 
counties,  there  are  Scarcely  any  fuch  thing  to  be  found  : our  labouring  poor  are 
juftly  emulous  of  being  the  proprietors  of'  their  cottages,  and  of  that  fcrap  of 
land,  a few  perches,  which  form  the  garden ; but  they  Seldom  think  of  buying 
land  enough  to  employ  themfeives  ; and,  as  in  France,  of  offering  prices  fo 
much  beyond  the  value,  as  to  enfure  the  acquisition  a man  that  has  two  or 
three  hundred  pounds  with  us,  does  not  buy  a little  field,  but  Stocks  a farm  : 
now,  as  our  labouring  poor  are  incomparably  more  at  their  eafe,  and  in  every 
reSpect  happier  than  thofe  of  France,  does  it  not  appear  to  follow,  by  fair  con- 
clufion,  that  fmall  properties  are  by  no  means  necefTary  for  the  welfare  of  the 
lower  claffes  in  the  country  ? in  every  part  of  England,  in  which  I have  been, 
there  is  no  comparifon  between  the  eafe  of  a day-labourer  and  of  a very  little 
farmer ; we  have  no  people  that  work  fo  hard,  and  fare  fo  ill,  as  the  latter.  Why 
then  fhould  this  minute  divifion  be  confidered  as  fo  advantageous  in  France, 
while  we  in  England  feel  the  benefit  of  a fyitem  directly  contrary  ? There  are 
Several  reafons  for  this ; the  manufactures  of  France,  compared  with  thofe  of 
England,  are  not  nearly  fo  confiderable  reSpedtively,  in  proportion  to  the  popula- 
tion of  the  two  kingdoms.  Nor  does  the  agriculture  of  France,  Vvhich  is  car- 
ried on  either  by  farmers  or  metayers,  afford  any  employment  comparable  to  that 
which  English  culture  yields.  Country  gentlemen,  in  France,  do  not  employ 
probably  the  hundredth  part  of  the  labourers  that  are  employed  by  country 
gentlemen  in  England,  wTho  have  always  feme  works  of  ornamental  gardening 

cr  farming  going  on,  which  gives  bread  to  many  people.  An  objedfc,  more  im- 
portant. 
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portant.  Is,  that  the  prices  of  provifions  are  as  dear  in  France  as  In  England, 
while  thofe  of  labour  are  76  per  cent,  lower.  We  have  another  proof,  if  any 
were  wanted,  how  much  too  great  the  population  of  that  kingdom  is.  The  Eng- 
lifh  labourer,  who  commands  Readily  eight,  nine,  or  ten  fhillihgs  a week,  by 
working  for  a farmer,  hazards  much  when  he  labours  land  for  himfeif ; and  this 
faCt  is  fo  ftrong,  that  the  mofi  induRrious  and  hard  labouring  of  our  poor 
peafants,  are  not  thofe  who  keep  their  little  gardens  in  the  beR  order  and  culti- 
vation ; but  Rich,  on  the  contrary,  as  make  inferior  earnings,  that  mark  fome- 
thing  of  debility.  By  means  of  thefe,  and  various  other  caufes,  the  poor  coun- 
trymen in  England  find  a much  more  regular  employment  by  day  labour  than 
thofe  of  France,  who,  having  no  refource  in  working  for  others,  are  obliged  to 
work  for  themfelves,  or  Rarve.  And  when  gentlemen  find  them  in  this  fit  nation, 
no  wonder  they  readily  expatiate  on  the  advantages  of  final!  properties  being 
to  Rich  families  the  only  refource  that  offers.  But,  in  faCt,  the  very  height  of 
operofe  culture  upon  Rich,  and  what  appears  perfection  to  a vulgar  eye,  can 
arife  only  from  the  mifery  of  half  employed  people.  The  dearnefs  of  labour, 
very  common  in  fuch  a country,  is  no  proof  againft  this  obfervation.  No  labour 
is  fo  wretchedly  performed,  and  fo  dear,  as  that  of  hired  hands  accuRomed  much 
to  labour  for  themfelves ; there  is  a diiguR,  and  a liftleffnefs  that  cannot  efcape 
an  intelligent  obferver ; and  nothing  but  real  diRrefs  will  drive  Rich  little  pro- 
prietors to  work  at  all  for  others ; fo  that  I have  feen,  in  the  operofely  cultivated 
parts  of  France,  labour  comparatively  dear,  and  ill  performed,  amidR  fwarms  of 
half  idle  people.  And  here  I fhould  remark,  the  circumRance  feen  to  fo  Rrangs 
a degree  in  almoR  all  the  markets  of  France,  that  fwarms  of  people  regularly 
lofe  one  day  in  a week,  for  objects  that  clearly  {hew  the  little  value  time  is 
of  to  thefe  final!  farmers.  Can  any  thing  be  apparently  fo  abfurd,  as  a Rrong 
hearty  man  walking  fome  miles,  and  lofing  a day’s  work,  which  ought  to  be 
worth  1 5 or  20  yC  in  order  to  fell  a dozen  of  eggs,  or  a chicken,  the  value  of 
which  would  not  equal  the  labour  of  conveying  it,  were  the  people  ufefully  em- 
ployed? This  ought  to  convince  us,  that  thefe  fmall  occupations  are  a real 
lofs  of  labour  ; and  that  people  are  fed  upon  them,  whofe  time  is  worth  little 
or  nothing. 

There  are  many  practices  in  French  hufbandry,  that  are  apparently  of  confider- 
able  merit,  yet  cannot  be  recommended  to  other  countries.  I have  feen  them, 
in  a part  of  Flanders,  mattocking  up  every  corner  of  a field  where  the  plough 
could  not  come  ; and,  in  the  fouth  of  France,  the  pealant  makes  a common 
practice  of  mattocking  up  whole  fields.  In  many  parts  of  the  kingdom  all  the 
land  is  digged.  In  the  mountains  of  the  Vivarais,  terraces  are  built  by  walling, 
and  the  earth  carried  to  them  in  baficets.  Such  practices  and  a thoufand  other 
fimilar,  fpring  abfolutely  from  the  extreme  divifion  of  landed  property,  having 
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nurfed  up  a population  beyond  the  power  of  induflry  to  fupport } and  ought  to 
be  confidered  as  a proof  of  a real  evil  in  the  vitals  of  the  flate.  The  man  who 
unhappily  has  exigence  in  a country  where  there  is  no  employment  for  him, 
will,  if  he  has  the  property  of  a fcrap  of  land,  work  for  two-pence  a day  upon 
it ; he  will  work  for  half  a farthing ; and,  if  he  has  an  ardour  of  induflry,  for 
nothing,  as  thoufands  do  in  France.  If  he  does  not  perform  fome  builnefs,  upon 
his  little  farm,  he  thinks  he  does  nothing ; in  fuch  a fituation,  he  will  pick 
ilraws — he  will  take  up  a flone  here  and  lay  it  there  : he  will  carry  earth  in 
a bafket  to  the  top  of  a mountain  ; he  will  walk  ten  miles  to  fell  an  egg. 
Is  it  not  obvious  to  the  reader,  that  fuch  practices  exifling,  and,  if  tolerably 
directed,  producing  an  effeCl  well  calculated  to  command  admiration  from  an 
extreme  of  culture,  are  in  reality  no  more  analagous  to  a well  conflituted 
country,  if  I may  venture  the  expreffion,  than  would  the  moil  prepoflerous  prac- 
tices to  be  fancied.  You  might  as  well  go  a flep  further  in  population,  and 
hold  up,  with  M.  de  Poivre,  the  example  of  the  Chinefe,  as  worthy  of  Euro- 
pean imitation. 

Upon  the  whole,  one  mufl  be  inclined  to  think,  that  fmall  properties  are  car- 
ried much  too  far  in  France ; that  a mold  miferable  population  has  been  created 
by  them,  which  ought  to  have  had  no  exiflence  ; that  their  divifion  fhould  be 
reflrained  by  exprefs  laws,  at  leafl  till  the  demand  for  hands  is  equal  to  the  pro- 
duction ; that  the  fyflem  of  great  farms  regularly  employing,  and  well  paying  a 
numerous  peafantry  by  day  labour,  is  infinitely  more  advantageous  to  the  nation, 
and  to  the  poor  themfelves,  than  the  multiplication  of  fmall  properties  ; in  fine, 
it  is  obvious,  that  all  meafures  which  prevent  the  eftablifhment  of  large  farms, 
and  increafing  wealthy  farmers,  fuch  as  reflri&ions  or  bars  to  inclofures,  the 
exiflence  of  rights  of  commonage,  and  the  leafl  favour  to  little  proprietors  in 
levying  of  the  land  taxes,  are  ruinous  to  agriculture,  and  ought  to  be  depre- 
cated, as  a fyflem  deflru Clive  of  the  public  welfare. 


CHAP.  XII. 


Of  the  Sheep  of  France. 

TpHE  eflabliiliment  of  the  woollen  manufactures  in  France,  in  the  reign  of 
Lewis  XI V. ; or,  more  properly  fpeaking,  by  that  clerk  of  a counting 
houfe,  Colbert,  rendered  government  fbmewhat  folicitous  to  encourage  the 
breed  of  fheep  in  the  kingdom  ; but  no  material  fteps  were  taken  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  till  the  middle  of  the  prefent  century,  when  the  free  export  was  allowed, 
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very  wifely  to  encourage  their  production.  Under  the  conirhlier  general,  Monf. 
de  Bertin,  Monf.  Carlier  was  fent  through  all  the  provinces,  to  examine  the 
flocks,  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  wool,  &c.  • and  feme  progrefs  was  foon 
after  made  in  importing,  both  from  Spain  and  England,  rams%id  ewes,  in  order 
to  improve  the  breed  of  the  French  fheep  ; but  the  people  that  were  employed, 
underflood  the  bufinefs  fo  little,  that  thefe  efforts  were  not  attended  with  any 
effeCl : they  were  indeed  not  refpeCtable  ones,  and  therefore  the  refult  was  juft 
as  might  have  been  expeCted.  France  imports  of  wool  to  the  amount  of 
27,000,000  liv.  a year;  an  enormous  fum  for  a commodity,  every  pound  of  which 
might  be  produced  in  the  kingdom,  if  the  proper  means  were  ufeh  in  the  em- 
ployment of  people  who  really  underfland  fheep. 

Picardy. — Calais. — Fleece  51b.  at  26  of  a combing  fort. 

Bonbrie . — Fleece  61b.  at  24/I 

Bernay . — Fleece  4! lb.  at  26/I 3 very  coarfe 3 clip  their  lambs  3 18  f.  per  lb.  5 
the  fheep  of  the  whole  province  of  Picardy,  and  feveral  of  the  neighbouring  ones, 
are  all  without  horns j have  white  faces  3 and  hanging  filky  ears 3 all  I felt 
handled  badly,  and  were  ill  made,  but  fome  have  rather  a better  appearance. 

Pays  de  Beauce — EJiampes. — Fleece  3 fib.  at  20 f. 3 price  of  a fheep  1 5 liv. 

L oury . — Fleece  41b.  at  1 9 j\ ; coarfe 3 winter  food,  pea-flraw  and  fecond-crop 
hay  3 all  are  fhut  up  (as  in  mofl  parts  of  France)  in  flables  at  night,  and  folded 
in  the  fields  till  November 3 fome  fold  alfo  at  noon  in  fummer 3 flocks  from  forty 
to  one  hundred 3 the  dogs  conduCt  them  with  fuch  dexterity,  that  the  nano-weft 
baulks  are. fed  without  injuiy  to  the  corn. 

Orleans . — Fleece  61b.  at  20JI  Price  of  a fheep  11  liv.  All  are  fed  in  the 
winter  with  flraw. 

Sologne — La  Ferte. — Breed  of  Berry  2 fib.  at  2 en fuint , and  40 f* 
wafhed 3 price  of  a fheep  1 2 liv. 3 have  nothing  in  winter  to  feed  on  but  heaths 
and  woods  3 kept  in  flables  every  night,  to  be  fecured  from  wolves,  and  when  the 
fnow  is  deep  they  are  fed  with  branches  of  trees  3 a farmer  that  has  200  arpents 
under  the  plough,  and  300  of  heath,  will  have  from  20c  to  250  fheep  and  lambs. 

La  Motte  Beuvrcn. — Feed  them  in  flables  with  rye -flraw,  but  they  eat  only 
the  ears.  I found  a farmer’s  flock  in  the  liable  at  three  o’clock  in  the  after- 
noon > it  was  not  at  all  open,  and  much  too  hot.  During  the  fummer  they 
are  brought  home  at  twelve  o’clock,  to  flarve  and  fweat  till  four,  when  they  are 
fent  out  again,  and  at  night  houfed  regularly.  The  breed  refembles  that  of  Picardy 
in  the  face  and  ears,  but  are  much  fmaller,  not  weighing  above  91b.  a quarter. 

La  Loge . — The  rot  common  3 one  farmer  lofl  199  in  200,  one  black  fheep 
only  efcaping  3 they  are  in  the  common  fyflem  of  felling  annually  the  wether 
lambs,,  part  of  the  ewe  lambs,  and  the  old  ewes,  keeping  enough  of  the  lambs 
to  reinflate  the  ewes  fold.  It  is  ufual  to  feparate  the  lambs  from  the  ewes,  in 
«rder  to  milk  the  latter  for  butter  and  cheefe5  which  the  family  confumes.  The 
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fheep-houfe  is  cleaned  but  twice  a year,  but  clean  draw  given  every  third  day ; all 
thefe  houfes  are  fo  clofe  and  hot  that  it  is  a (ton!  thing  the  fheep  are  not  alldedroyed. 
Berry — Verjon. — Fleece  2 1 lb.  at  2 2f.  en  fuint ; price  of  fheep  6 liv. ; they 
are  very  final!,  not  more  than  61b.  a quarter,  and  a few  goats  in  every  flock  ; 
three  rams  they  reckon  necedary  for  100  ewes  ; a good  ram  fells  for  24  liv. ; 
an  old  lean  ewe  3 to  5 liv.  when  fat  8 liv. ; the  wool  in  the  part  of  the  province 
called  Champagne,  where  flocks  are  very  large,  is  far  better  than  here,  by  rea- 
fon,  as  they  imagine,  of  the  land  being  dronger,  and  the  paflure  more  nouriihing ; 
the  refemblance  to  the  Picardy  breed  would  make  one  fuppofe  them  of  the  fame 
dock  j the  food  here,  as  elf e where,  draw  in  winter,  and  when  the  weather  is  bad 
1 lb,  of  hay  per  fheep  per  diem  fleece  i|lb.  at  2 jf  en  fuint ; price  y|  liv. 

Vat  an  to  Chateauroux ■ — Fleece  2 fib.  at  23/  en  fuint  ; lad  year  2 jf. — Fleece 
31b.  at  2 5/!  en  fuint . — Fleece  2ib.  at  23  \f  en fuint ; price  9 liv.;  wool  ten  years 
ago  was  15  to  2 o f Some  feigneurs,  in  order  to  improve  the  wool,  imported 
rams  and  ewes  from  Spain,  which  degenerated,  and  became  like  the  natives  in 
four  years  ; on  the  other  hand,  flieep  of  a worfe  kind  than  thofe  of  the  country, 
improve  in  the  fame  proportion  by  living  and  pafluring  here  : I date  the  infor- 
mation as  I received  it.  In  all  probability  thefe  trials  were  made  in  the  fame 
earelefs  manner  as  fo  many  others.  They  have  alfo  another  fort  of  fheep,  with 
horns,  which  come  from  the  hills,  and  are  called  ballots  ; are  bought  only  for 
fattening,  at  8 to  1 o liv.  and  are  then  fold  at  1 5 liv  ; they  are  larger  than  the 
common  breed ; are  ipotted  black  and  white;  have  good  carcafes,  but  coarfe  wool. 

Argentan . — Wool  at  2 $f  en  fuint  coarfe. — Fleece  1 lb.  at  2496  per  lb. — Fleece 
3 fib.  at  20 f per  lb.  ; price  8 liv. 

La  Marche — La  Ville  au  B run, — Fleece  ilb.  at  20 f 
Limosin— -Limoges. — They  are  the  fmalled  breed  I have  ever  feen^  and  poor 
miferable  looking  animals ; but  both  mutton  and  wool  good. 

Querc  y — Brive  to  Souillac . — Meet  fome  fheep  of  a larger  breed  than  the  Li- 
mofin,  with  very  coarfe  long  wool ; black  fheep  are  very  prevalent  here.— Fleece 
4flb.  at  1 2f  en  fuint  • fometimes  fatten  them  on  turnips. — Fleece  5!  lb.  at  1 2 fAf 
en fint.  Here  fee,  for  the  fird  time,  fmall  fheep  folds  made  with  hurdles ; a 
fmall  hut  of  draw  for  the  fhepherd,  on  two  poles  to  carry  about ; and  a little 
one  for  his  dog.  They  are  now  folding  for  turnips,  called  here  ravules . 

Pont  de  P^odez.—  Wood  1 3 f. ; feveral  fheep  in  all  the  flocks,  with  tufts  of  wool 
left  about  their  necks  and  fhoulders ; on  inquiry,  found  that  it  is  left,  on  account 
of  fuperior  value,  to  be  clipped  by  itfelf ; felling  at  1 4 f the  pound,  the  red  at  1 zf 


* Monf.  de  Lamerville  fays,  that  the  beft  fheep  of  Berry  are  thofe  called  Brionncs}  from  the  name 
of  the  chief  place  where  they  are  found  ; that  the  Berry  fheep  give  2§lb.  of  wool,  at  20  f.  and  that  the 
Jambs  fell  at  7 liv.  each.  Obfervation$  fur  les  Bkes  a Lalne.  8vo.  1786.  P.  6,  218,  219. 

f In  thefe  notes,  wherever  more  minutes  than  one  are  entered,  they  are  taken  at  the  diftance  of 
feme  miles.  * * 
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Pellecoy. — No  lambs  clipped  fince  I left  the  Limofin.  Meafured  a fheep-fold 
feven  yards  by  fix ; there  were  thirty-fix  fheep  and  five  lambs  in  it ; they  feem, 
therefore,  to  allow  a fquare  yard  per  head  ; the  fhepherd  wras  abfent,  but  the  dog 
was  left  in  charge  of  them.  Here  they  fay  the  tufts  of  wool  are  not  left  for  the 
value,  but  through  a kind  of  fancy ; I fufpect  fomething  of  fuperftition  in  it. 
Every  farmer  has  a few  fheep,  becaufe  the  fmallefi:  parcel  will  yield  wool  to  cloath 
the  family ; an  idea  which  fuppofes  poverty,  and  a want  of  national  circulation. 

Cahors. — See  many  fheep-folds  ; the  fhepherd’s  houfe  is  fomething  like  a tall 
bee-hive  on  twTo  handles,  to  move  as  a fedan,  and  a little  one  for  his  dog.  Having 
many  wolves,  they  arm  their  dogs  with  collars,  fiuck  with  iron  fpikes,  for  the 
wolf  never  attacks  them  in  any  other  place  than  the  neck.  The  fheep  at  this  time 
of  the  year  are  folded  abroad  all  night,  as  their  enemy  is  clofe  in  his  recedes,  the 
forefts  and  rocky  fiieeps,  where  they  live  upon  hares,  rabbits,  rats,  and  even  mice. 

Perges. — The  fheep  with  and  without  horns ; a fmall  breed  and  coarfe  wool ; 
they  are  not  yet  fheared  (June  12). 

Languedoc — Pouloufe. — See  feveral  docks,  all  of  horned  fheep,  forthefirfl 
time  from  Calais ; horned  ones  with  thick  fleeces,  I guefs  51b. ; fee  fome  fine  large 
heavy  ones  fo  fat  and  broad,  that  when  laid  down,  it  was  with  fome  difficulty  they 
raifed  themfelves ; they  are  fheared,  but  fome  with  wool  left  along  the  belly,  and 
others  with  a tuft  left  on  the  rump. 

St.  Gaudents. — Are  kept  from  June  till  autumn  on  the  hills,  the  roots  of  the 
Pyrenees ; and  put  at  night  into  firong  folds,  and  guarded  by  many  dogs. 

Bagnere  de  Lucbon. — Some  attempts  have  been  made  to  improve  the  breed  in 
this  part  of  the  Pyrenees,  by  the  import  of  Spaniffl  rams  ; old  ewes  and  withers 
here  are  fold  in  Spain. 

Roussillon — Bellegarde  to  Perpignan. — Large  flocks  of  fheep,  both  horned 
and  polled,  with  fome  black  ones. — Ditto  polled;  white  faces,  and  wdiite  legs ; 
about  I2lb.  a quarter. — They  gave  6 to  8 lb.  of  wool  unwafhed  ; waffling  re- 
duces it  to  2lb. — Fleece  2lb.  at  3 9 yd  waffled. — They  are  kept  in  the  open  air  the 
whole  year.  Are  now  (July)  in  Rubbles,  which  will  be  ploughed  up  in  Sep- 
tember, and  fown  with  rye  for  their  winter  pafiurage. — Meet  a flock  of  near 
500,  belonging  to  a man  in  Perpignan,  who  has  people  in  the  country  to  take 
care  of  his  bufinefs,  efpecially  his  fheep.  The  chief  fhepherd  has  four  charges 
of  wheat,  each  ten  meafures,  and  each  meafure  gives  6o!b.  of  bread.  Four 
charges  of  wine,  one  meafure  of  fait,  one  of  oil,  and  3 liv.  a month. — Many 
large  flock. — Thus  far  Roufiillon  is  a very  great  fheep  country ; infinitely  more 
fo  than  any  I have  yet  feen  in  France,  and  not  yielding,  in  this  refpedt,  to 
Dorfetfhire  itfelf. 

Pia. — Feed  them,  with  their  lambs,  very  early  in  the  faring  with  clover  fown 
alone  in  Auguft  on  flubbles  once  ploughed  5 after  it  is  fpring  fed,  it  is  watered, 
and  yields  in  many  a full  crop  of  hay. 
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Sal/eze—r-Fooef. — Two  large  flocks  and  folds. — Ditto  with  goats. 

: Sijean . — Many  flocks,  and  folded  in  the  fummer,  but  houfed  in  the  winter,  on 
account  of  wolves. 

: Languedoc — Narbonne. — Price  1 $f  en  fuint ; 50 f.  wafhed. — To  Beziers, 
and  further,  to  Pezenas,  fmall  flocks  all  the  way,  but  none  large ; fee  fome 
netted  folds  in  olive-ground  fallows. 

Nifines  to  Gauge . — Many  fmall  flocks  of  flieep. 

Si.  Maurice  to  Lodeve. — On  thefe  mountains  (a  wafte  defolate  diftridt)  there 
are  very  large  flocks  kept : one  man  has  3000  in  four  or  five  different  flocks. — - 
Fleece  3 fib.  at  14 f.  en  fuint ; but  it  is  50 f to  58^  wafhed.  During  fnow, 
they  feed  on  ftraw — otherwiie  pafture  all  the  year.  Flocks  and  folds. 

Mirepoix. — Their  flocks  are  now  in  the  mountains — but  in  the  winter  they 
are  in  the  vale. — Fleece  2 fib.  at  1 1 f en  fuint ; wafhed  22 f.  to  2 $f  Coming 
out  of  Mirepoix,  meet  a flock  totally  diftinbt  from  any  flieep  I have  yet  feen  in 
France,  they  would  hardly  be  difiinguifhed  from  Norfoiks ; all  with  horns,  and 
thofe  of  the  rams  turning  forward  one  curl ; many  of  them  with  black  faces  and 
black  legs;  others  dark  fpeckled;  wool  and  fhape  alfo  carry  the  fame  refemblance. 

Lann  Maifon  to  Bagnere  de  Bigore. — They  have  many  fheep  on  their  exten- 
five  waftes,  and  the  wool  fells  at  22 f.  to  25/I  en  fuint , and  double  when  wafhed. — . 
Meet,  between  Bagnere  and  Campan,  four  flocks  ; the  fheep  larger  than  Nor- 
foiks ; moil  with  horns,  curling  behind  the  ears,  but  fome  polled  ; fome  black 
ones ; combing  wool  of  a middling  length. 

Bearn — Lourd  to  Pau. — The  wool  of  the  fheep  of  Bearn  is  nine  inches  long, 
and  fells  en  fuint  1 §f  per  lb. : pafs  many  folds. — At  Pau  many  flocks  and  folds : 
horns;  coarfe  wool ; many  black  fheep. 

Navareen  to  St.  Palais  and  Anfpan. — Sheep  not  numerous,  yet  much  wafte  ; 
polled;  wool  fix  or  eight  inches  long,  and  very  coarfe. — Many  fheep  with  coarfe 
wool,  price  20  f lb.  en  fuint. 

Gascoign — Bayonne  to  St.  Vincent' s. — Thefe  waftes  are  not  without  fheep, 
though  there  are  large  tracks  under  water:  meet  fome  fmall  flocks,  both  polled 
and  horned,  with  very  coarfe  wool : aimoft  as  many  goats  as  fheep. 

Granade. — Many  fmall  flocks  of  black  fheep;  the  wool  of  both  white  and  black 
coarfe  and  bad  ; fells  at  1 of  a lb.  en  fuint.  It  is  ufed  for  the  poor  people’s  fluffs. 

Sain  ton  ge — Monlieu. — Fleece  1 {lb.  at  2 o f.  wafhed. 

*/ 

Angouleme. — Fleece  1 f lb.  at  21  f wafhed. 

- Centre  Verac. — Fleece  ifib.  at  2.7 f wafhed. 

Poitou » — Vivonne. — Fleece  ilb.  at  3 1 f wafhed.  Live  the  whole  year  round 
on  pafture ; ftraw  in  the  houfe  in  winter ; never  folded. 

Orleans  to  Petiviers. — Fleece  31b.  at  1 $f  Sheep-folds  every  where,  with 
the  ihepherd’s  houfe  on  wheels. 

x 

Isle  of  France — La  Chap elle  la  Peine. — Fleece  41b.  at  1 cf 
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Lmncourt .» — Fleece  5 fib,  2X12/  en  Juint,  Every  farmer  has  a flock,  which  is 
folded  in  fummer  on  the  Allows.  The  breed  neither  good  nor  bad ; the  Duke 
of  Liancourt  procured  feme  from  Berry,  and  others  from  Flanders,  for  experi- 
ment, The  former  reiemble  a good  deal  our  South  Downs  ; the  wool  a fine 
carding  fort.  The  latter  a well  formed  fheep,  with  very  coarfe  wool.  The 
wool  of  the  country,  of  which  the  price  is  named  above,  is  very  bad. 

Beauvais  to  Izoire. — A better  breed  than  common  j polled';  large;,  well 
made  ; fleece  5 fib. : every  man  has  his  fold.  Flocks  this  morning  (Sep,  10.) 
in  a heavy  rain,  at  ten  o’clock,  flill  in  the  fold, 

Dugny . — Monf.  Crette  de  Palluel’s  fvflem  is,  to  buy  wethers  in  June  for 
folding  till  November,  when  he  fells  about  two -thirds  of  them  half  fat  to 
the  butcher ; the  other  third  he  keeps  fattening  in  the  winter  in  the  liable  en- 
tirely on  corn,  bran,  hay,  &c.  to  be  ready  for  the  markets,  when  mutton  grows 
dearer.  It  is  now  (October)  6 f.  and  yf.  per  pound ; but  from  Eafler,  to  the 
end  of  June,  2 f or  3JI  more.  The  variation  in  beef  is  rather  lefs.  It  is  now 
9 f or  1 of  and  cow  beef  yf  but  in  May  2 f.  more.  This  inequality  in  the 
price  of  meat,  is  a certain  proof  of  bad  huibandry.  I viewed  his  fheep-liouie, 
which  is  an  arched  Hone  building,  without  any  yard  for  them  to  be  in  at  plea- 
fur  e ; the  windows  final],  and  confequently  the  animals  kept  infinitely  too  hot. — - 
There  are  men  in  this  country  that  have  large  flocks  of  fheep,  without  an  ar- 
pent  of  land ; they  let  them  to  farmers,  who  have  no  fheep,  at  from  30 f to  4 of 
a head,  and  food  from  June  to  November  for  folding. 

Dammar  tin. — Many  flocks ; fleece  51b.  at  20 f en  faint. 

Picard  y — Stfuintin. — Every  farmer  has  a flock  now  folding  for  the  lafl  fowit 
wheat : they  are  the  Picardy  breed ; 4 or  51b.  wool  at  24-f  enfuint : hoggits  2 fib. 

Flanders- — Boucbaine . — Every  farmer  has  a flock;  they  give  4 to  ylb.  of 
wool,  which  fells  at  Lille  for  30 f the  pound  wafhed. 

Valenciennes  to  Orchees. — Long  combing  wool  51b.  at  3 of  the  pound  wafhed. 
They  give  them,  in  the  winter,  beans  in  the  jftraw,  unthrefhed. — I law  fome 
wethers  bought  at  21  liv.  each,  lean,  which  was  about  the  price  they  would  have 
fold  for  in  England. 

Lille . — But  few  in  this  neigbourhood  ; 51b.  at  3 of.  wafhed*. 

Artois — S.  Omers. — Meet  a flock  of  200 — the  Flanders  breed ; wool  feven 
or  eight  inches  long ; 5 fib,  each  fleece,  at  2 $f.  wafhed.  Thefe  fheep  have  the 
clean  fllky  ears  of  thofe  of  Picardy  ; but  with  bodies  dirty  from  the  liable. 

Bethune. — See  a flock  of  two  year  old  wethers,  whofe  wool  this  year  pro- 
duced 9 liv.  each.  The  fame  breed  as  before.  Feed  them  in  winter  on  beans 
and  flraw. — Fleece  ylb.  at  2 $f  wafhed. 

* The  Marquis  de  Guerchy  fays,  there  are  long  wools  at  Turcoin,  Lille,  and  Varneton,  that  fell 
at  50/.  and  60/.  the  pound.  Idem.  pour  V Amelioration  des  Betes  a him.  8vo.  1788.  p.  3. — I did 
not  meet  with  them. 
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Arafs . — Sheepfolds  thinly  Scattered  thro*  all  the  country Fleeces  5I1V.  each. 

Dour  lens. — Fleeces  worth  4 Uv.  each. 

Amiens. — I was  offered  45/i  a pound  for  common  Lincoln  combing  wool, 
neither  long  nor  fhort  of  the  kind  ; this  is  about  2od»  the  pound  Englifh — but 
trade  is  very  flack  at  Amiens. 

Poix  to  Aumale. — Flocks  large;  200  to  400,  Fleeces  4I0.  at  22 A 

Neufchatel  to  Rouen. — The  fame  breed  as  in  Picardy ; give  41b.  at  33  f walked. 

Tv e tot. — 31b.  at  32 f They  are  folded  for  wheat. 

Bolbec . — 41b.  at  33/i  never  any  ether  green  food  in  winter  than  what  they  can 
pick  up. 

Honfleur. — Sheep  give  fleeces  of  61b.  enfuint , which  are  31b.  wafhed,  and  fell 
at  3c f — Fleece  2lb.  wafhed ; 5'ib.  en  fuint , price  30^/f — Red  faces  and  red  legs. 

Pays  d*  Auge. — 35  to  36  J.  per  lb.  ditto. 

Valley  Cor  h on. — jib.  enfuint,  2 fib.  wafhed;  fells  at  20 f.  per  lb.  enfuint, 
or  40 f.  wafhed — about  five  inches  long.  The  (keep  in  Normandy  feem  very 
generally  to  be  the  red  faced  and  red  legged  breed. 

Faiaife. — Fleeces  3 fib.  at  24^6  wafhed. 

Due  de  Har court. — Fleeces  qlb.  at  40 f.  wafhed,  or  2olb.  en fuint.  There  is 
fome  Spanifh  blood  in  a few,  but  fo  croifed  and  neglected  as  to  be  hardly 
perceivable.  Here,  as  in  mod  other  parts  of  France,  when  you  would  have  a 
fkeep  caught  that  it  may  be  examined,  the  fhepherd  orders  his  dog  to  drive  the 
flock  around  his  mailer,  which  he  does  by  going  round  them  in  a circle  gra- 
dually decreafing,  till  the  fhepherd  takes  any  one  he  wants.  How  infinitely 
fuperior  to  our  barbarous  methods  ? 

Carentan. — Sheep,  in  the  rich  marfhes,  the  fame  as  on  the  hills ; the  red  face 
and  red  leg  breed ; thefe  marfhes  are  as  capable  of  carrying  to  perfection  the 
longeff  wool,  as  any  land  in  Lincolnfhire.  Wool  4 inches ; 40 f per  lb,  wafhed, 
and  20  or  22/!  en  fuint . 

Piere  Butte. — Monf.  Doumerc  buys  fkeep  at  two  years  old,  and  fells  them 
at  three,  to  thofe  who  fatten  them.  They  are  fmall,  and  pretty  well  made, 
without  horns ; face  and  leg  white — fomewhat  inclining  to  reddifh,  as  if  a 
mixed  Norman  breed.  The  wool  fold  this  year  at  4 $f  per  lb.  walked;  but  at- 
18  f only  if  en  fuint. 

Bretagne — Broons. — Poor  little  fkeep,  not  more  than  iolb.  a quarter  wheix- 
quite  fat.  Very  few  fheep,  after  entering  this  province. 

Landervifa . — At  a fair  here  no  fheep  at  all ; and  all  the  way  from  Rennes  to 
Bred,  there  are  fcarcely  any  to  be  feen — yet  a wade  country,  and  very  well- 
adapted  to  them.. 

La  Roche  Bernard  to  Guerande . — I have  now  paffed  through  almod  all  Bre- 
tagne,, and  feen  fcarcely  one.  fheep,,  where  there  ought  to  be- an  hundred ; but- 
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here  are  fome  flocks  of  poor  black  things,  which  fhew  the  carelefmefs  and  lavage 
ignorance  of  the  inhabitants. 

Savanal to  Nantes. — Rich  fait  marfhes  fed  by  little  miferable  black  fheep,  with 
wretched  coarfe  wool,  where  the  longefh  woolled  fheep  of  Lincolnfhire  would 
thrive  and  fatten.  Miferable  black  fheep  on  all  the  wa flies. 

Varades.—Yz ry  poor  fheep  ; many  black,  and  fome  with  red  ^aces,  but  they 
are  better  than  thofe  on  the  landes . 


Anjou — Angers  to  La  Flecbe.—LriQ  number  of  fheep  in  this  ride  of  thirty 
miles  quite  infignificant ; now  and  then  four  or  fix,  and  once  about  twenty;  but 
the]/  are  fuperior  to  the  wretched  animals  of  Bretagne;  are  worth  about  1 2 11  v* 
each,  and  yield  qlb.  of  wool,  at  3 6 f the  lb.  wafhed  ; yet  there  is  not  a country 
in  Europe  better  calculated  for  them,  as  it  is  all  a dry  found  fand  and  gravel, 
and  not  too  poor. 

T our  billy — Wool  3 6/1 

Normandy — Alenqon.— The  Norman  breed  here,  of  red  faces  and  legs>  and 
no  horns  ; they  are  worth  12  or  14  liv.  each  ; 31b.  of  wool,  at  12 f.  en  fnint , 

or  30 f.  wafhed. 

Nonant.-— Many  flocks ; wool  1 2 to  18 fen fuint>  and  3 jyC  wafhed;  1 f to  2 1 lb. 
each  fleece ; the  fheep  fell  at  1 5 liv. ; they  are  never  folded ; the  breed  the 
red  face  and  leg. 

Gael  to  Bernay. — Red  face  and  leg;  2 fib.  of  wool,  at  36^  to  40 f wafhed, 

Lejjiniole. — Many  flocks. 

Brionne . — Many  flocks ; wool  this  year  (1788)  32 f lafl  year  3 6 f. ; fleece  2 fib, 

Rouen. — Waited  on  MefT.  Midy,  Roffec,  and  Co.  the  greateft  wool-flaplers 
in  France,  and  to  whom  I had  letters  of  recommendation  ; they  were  fo  obliging 
as  to  fhew  me  the  wools  in  their  magazines,  explain  the  prices,  and  allow  me  to 
take  fpecimens  : thofe  I particularly  noted  were  : 

Lyow  and Nkmark. — Combing  ; the  price  36/!;  three  years  ago  26 f. 

Mecklenburgh . — Combing  32 f.i  three  years  paid  24/.' 

Griefclaire. — Combing  2 6yf;  three  years  ago  20 f 

Carwnteblanche. — Carding  2 was  20 f T>  amt  ban. — 2 6/1;  was  20 J\ 

Mittelband. — 22 f. ; was  1 2 f. Gufirow , — Brebis  2 of ; was  16  to  18 J\ 

Loquets. — (Locks)  carding  1 2yC;  was  6 to  8 f. 

Lyderjladt . — Combing  38  to  4oyi ; was  28  to  30^/i 


Bologne. — Combing  a8yi ; was  18  to  20  f. 

French — Berry. — Carding  3 liv,  to  3 liv,  4 /T;  tafe  81b.  per  lack. 

Sologne .* — Carding  2 liv.  10  f. -RoujiUon. — Carding  3 liv.  to  3 liv.  1 of, 

Rays  de  Caux. — Combing  36  to  3 3yi— « Poitou. — Carding  48  to  5.0/I 

Spain — Segovie. — Carding  6 liv. Segovaine. — Carding  4 liv,  1 oj.  to  3 liv. 

— Conditions  of  fale,  tare  10  lb.  and  3 lb,  allowed, 
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1 5 or  9 per  cent. 

Net 

142  at  120/ 

And  feventeen  and  eighteen  months  credit,  and  bills  taken  at  two,  three,  and 
four  months  to  run.  This  for  three  forts  Spanifh,  1 20 j\  10 §f.  and  95/I  The 
German  wools,  110  given  for  100,  tare  6 per  cent,  for  long  credit.  The  rife  in 
the  price  of  the  German  wools  proceeds  entirely  from  a great  mortality,  which 
has  for  two  or  three  years  leffened  the  quantity  confiderably ; the  fall  in  the 
Spanifh  may  be  afcribed  to  a decline,  either  real  or  apprehended,  in  the  French 
fabricks ; the  manufacturers  affirming  they  have  great  flocks  of  cloths  unfold. 
No  Englifh  5 but  they  would  give  38  to  40 f per  lb.  for  the  combing  fort,  at 
the  prefent  prices  ; that  is,  the  price  of  Eyderfladt. 

Totte. — Many  fheep-folds,  and,  like  moft  others  in  the  kingdom,  double,  that 
the  fhepherd  may  change  them  in  the  night ; fee  a flock  of  hoggits  now  worth 
12  liv.  each ; no  horns  fleece  2f  to  31b.  at  34 f 

Isle  of  France — Nangis. — Price  of  wool  30 f.  wafhed,  or  1 en  fulnf 5 
they  never  fell  lambs,  but  old  ewes  and  wethers  at  five  years  old,  lean  in  No- 
vember 9 to  10  liv.  each,  fat  12  to  15  liv. ; give  them  nothing  in  winter  but 
flraw.  See  Monf.  du  Praye’s  fheep  in  fold  on  the  fallows  at  noon ; wethers 
bought  in  merely  for  folding,  at  14  to  15  liv.  which  will  be  fold  in  November, 
at  a lofs ; and  this  pretty  fyitem  merely  to  get  five  or  fix  feptiers  of  wheat ! the 
feptier  half  an  Englifh  quarter  (6 § coomb  per  acre)  ; fheep  (called)  fat  from  So- 
fogne  13  to  15  liv.  each.  Faggots  here  are  made  in  fummer,  while  the  wood  is 
in  leaf,  and  laid  up  for  feeding  fheep  in  the  winter. 

JSfeiif  Moutier. — Fleece  61b.  to  81b.  at  1 2 f.  en  fuint . 

Champagne — MareuiL — The  King  of  France  having  imported  feme  Spa- 
ni£h  fheep,  gave  the  provincial  affembly  of  Champagne  a lot  of  a ram  and  four- 
teen ewes,  which  were  committed  to  the  care  of  Monf.  Le  Blanc  of  this  place. 
I viewed  them  with  attention,  and  found  the  carcafs  of  many  of  them  as  ill 
made  as  the  wool  was  excellent.  The  ram  clips  6 fib.  of  woolj  the  fheep 
3,  4,  and  51b.  ‘y  and  the  price  of  fome  of  it  has  rifen  as  high  as  4 liv,  and  4 liv.  1 ojl 
per  lb. ; 4 lb.  at  that  price  is  14s.  iofd.  for  the  fleece  : I faw  the  wool  in  the 
fleece,  but  it  did  not  appear  to  me  equal  to  fuch  a price. 

Rheims.-— Wool  of  Champagne  this  year  30^  per  lb.  In  1788,  30 fi  In 
1787,26^/!  In  1786,  25/  Such  an  increafe  of  the  price  of  wool  is  a very 
llrong  prefumption  that  the  fheep  have  experienced  no  epidemical  diflemper  * 
and  that  the  manufacture  is  flourifhing ; and  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  de- 
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ducllon  of  half  from  the  earnings  of  the  poor  fpinners  is  very  much  a V Anglais  $ 


that  is  to  fay,  an  inj  11ft ice. 

Chalons  to  Ove. — A flock  of  fheep  belonging  to  every  community,  2,  3,  or  400 
in  each;  380  in  one,  the  ftiepherd  of  which  I converfed  with  ; there  are  twelve 
or  fourteen  owners.  The  iheep  give  each  3 or  4 lb.  of  wool,  which  this  year 
fold  from  26 f to  3c ■/.  walked.  They  are  never  folded,  on  account  of  the  fmalh 
nefs  of  the  properties. 

Lorain e — Braban.— Sheep  fell  at  9 liv.  Wool  1 § lb.  each  fleece,  at  3 if. 


per  lb.  walked . 


Luneville . — The  wool  is  waftied  on  the  ftieep’s  back  before  clipping,  which  is 
uncommon  in  France ; the  fleece  2 to  3 lb.  price  iaft  year  29/I  this  year  30 f 

Blamont  to  Haming.—See  one  fheepfoid,  the  flrft  in  the  province  ; and  I law 
but  this. 

Alsace* — Strasbourg  s — The  Iheep  are  walked  before  clipping;  wool  24/I 
fleece  2 to  3 lb.  twice  a year,  1 lb.  each,  at  Eafter  and  Michaelmas. 

Ijle. — Small  (keep,  that  give  from  4 to  1 f lb.  of  wool,  that  fells  at  3 6 yZ  to  40  /T 
walked.  There  are  fome  wethers  that  do  not  weigh  more  than  41b.  a quarter. 

Francke  Compte — * Bejangon . — Clip  their  fheep  always  twice  a year,  in 
May  and  in  autumn ; and  to  the  fecond  they  give  the  fame  name,  as  to  the  fecond 
hay  crop,  regain ; the  flrft  yields  1 f lb.  the  iecond  f lb. ; fome  afiert  the  flrft  to 
be  the  fineft  wool,  others  the  fecond,  but  they  go  together  in  price,  this  year 
and  laft  36  to  40 f.  walked,  fome  years  paft  20  to  24 j.  only.  Near  Lyons  the 
Iheep  go  cloathed  into  the  vineyards  during  winter,  to  preferve  the  wool ; I 
enter  this  where  I have  the  intelligence,  but  I know  how  to  credit  it.  What 
cloathing  would  not  be  torn  to  tatters  among  the  vines  ? 

Bourgogne — Dijon. — Sheep  dipt  twice  a year;  the  flrft  the  bell;  walked 
©n  the  back  before  clipping ; price  40  f. 

Couch  to  Mont  Cenis. — Poor  little  miferable  Iheep  on  the  high  grounds. 

Maifon  de Bourgogne  toLuzy.- — Clip  but  once  a-year ; wool  30/.  per  lb.  walked; 
was  two  years  ago  but  24/ 

Bourbonnois — Chavanne . — Twenty  miles,  one  little  flock  only  of  poor  mi- 
ferabie  Iheep  of  about  lq  lb.  a quarter,  yet  the  country  is  adapted  to  nothing  fo 
much  as  Iheep. 

Moulins — Fleece;  2 to  3 lb.  at  26  f.  y walked  coarfely ; lambs  at  four  or  five 
months  old  fell  at  3 liv. ; Iheep  1 5 liv.  the  pair.. 

Auvergne— Aigue  Prejj'e. — -A  Iheepfold,  and  ftiepherd’ s houfe  on  wheels; 
the  nrft  I have  feen  for  fome  hundreds  of  miles.. 

Biom. — Many  Iheep  and  folds  all  the  way. 

Clermont .r— 5ait  given  every  eight  or  ten  days  to  Iheep ; price  1 o to  18  liv.  the 
pair ; wethers  24  to  40  liv,  the.  pair ; a lamb  of  four  or  five  months  4 liv. ; fleece 
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of  a wether  en  fuint  3 lb. 3 washed  if  lb.;  of  an  ewe  2 lb.  en  fumt  • 1 lb.  wafhed; 
price  en  fuint  16  to  18  f 3 wafhed  30  to  32 f In  the  mountains,  price  of  coarfs 
wool  en  fuint  10  to  18  f 3 and  waihed  28  to  30 f per  lb. 3 fpinning  a pound  of 
coarfe  1 of-y  fine  ditto  1 2 to  1 6/  , . ^ 

Izoire. — Price  of  lean  wethers  12  liv.  3 a fleece  2|  lb.  at  1 $f  en  fuint . 

Briude . — Wool  80  liv.  the  quintal  3 per  lb.  en  fuint  1 6f  and.  fo  dirty  that  it 
lofes  half 3 fleece  of  a wether  3 to  4 lb.  3 of  a fheep,  1 to  2 lb. 

Fix  to  Le  Puy. — Price  of  fheep  20  to  24  liv.  the  pair  3 the  fleece  3 liv.  at  14  or 
i$f  en  fuint. — Folds. 

Vivarais — Pradelles. — Wethers  10  or  li  liv.  3 fleece  of  ditto  3 or  3I  lb.  1 
of  fheep  2 lb.  3 price  1 4 or  1 % f en  fuint. 

Dauphin e — Montelimart.— A great  change  on  crofting  the  Rhone.— In  the 
Vivarais  the  fheep  are  poor  little  things,  but  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river  good 
and  large.  The  price  of  wool  was  laid  year  60  liv.  for  93  lb.  en  fuint 3 this  year 

40  liv It  lofes  half  in  wa  idling.  The  fall  is  attributed  to  the  want  of  oil  in 

Province  for  combing  it 3 it  is  all  combing  wool  though  fhort,  and  olive  oil  only 
is  ufed  in  the  operation.  A flock  of  one-third  ewes,  one-third  wethers,  and 
one- third  lambs,  will  give  all  round  5 lb.  of  wool  each — all  fold  at  an  average 
price,  but  that  of  lambs  the  moil  valuable  ! hats  are  made  of  it. — The  fheep 
in  this  country  feed  readily  on  the  trifolium  bituminofum , the  fcent  of  which  is 
very  flrong.  A gentleman,  near  this  place,  has  a flock  partly  Spanifh  and  partly 
crofs-bred  fheep,  which  fucceed  well  3 and  the  wool  fells  at  3 liv.  per  lb.  All  the 
farmers  here,  juft  as  in  the  Vivarais,  have  long  fmall  troughs  on  legs,  in  which 
they  give  fait  regularly  to  their  fheep  mixed  with  bran  every  fifteen  days.  Feeding 
in  the  dew  is  found  to  rot  them  more  than  any  thing;  on  which  account,  they 
do  not  let  them  out  of  fold  till  the  fun  has  exhaled  it  3 fait  is  the  prefervative 
againft  that  diftemper.  The  quantity  they  give  is  3 lb.  to  forty  fheep.  It  is 
remarkable  that  they  fatten  the  fafler  for  feeding  in  the  dew,  but  mull  be  killed 
within  a few  months,  or  they  die  rotten.  Monf.  Faujas  de  St.  Fond  has  found 
it  very  ufeful  to  give  them  oak  bark  pounded,  and  a little  moiflened  with  bran  3 
it  is  good  in  the  manner  of  fait  as  a prefervative  againil  the  rot,  and  has  its 
effect  alio  againft  the  erife. 

Provence — Avignon. — Very  few  kept;  price -of  the  wool  10 f the  pound  en 
fuint  3 4 ib.  per  fleece. 

Four  d'  Aigues. — There  is,  in  Provence,  as  regular  an  emigration  of  fheep  as 
in  Spain  3 the  march  is  aero fs  the  province,  from  the  Crau  to  the  mountains  of 
Gap  and  Barcelonetta  3 not  regulated  by  any  other  written  laws  than  feme  arrets 
of  the  parliament  to  limit  the  roads  to  five  toifes  of  breadth  3 if  they  do  any 
damage  beyond  that,  it  is  paid  for.  The  Barcelonetta  mountains  are  the  belt  3 
they  are  covered  with  fine  turf,  gazone  fuperbement  3 the  fheep  belong  to  per- 
* 3 I 2 ions 


fons  about  the  Crau,  at  Arles,  Salon,  &c.  The  Prefldent  de  la  Tour  d’Aigues 
calculates  them  at  a million.  They  come  from  the  mountains  in  autumn  fat. 
The  Crau  fhepherds  hire  the  feed  in  the  mountains,  at  20 f each  fheep  for  fix 
months  ; and  the  Crau  price  for  winter  is  the  fame.  They  give  8 or  9 lb.  of 
wool  en  fuint  ; this  year  they  fold  at  45/I  the  fleece ; lad:  year  56 f Monf. 
Darluc  who  gives  a detail  of  thefe  fheep,  aflerts  alfo,  that  their  number  is  a 
million;  and  that  they  travel  in  flocks  of  10,000  to  40,000,  and  are  20  to 
30  days  on  the  journey  ; but  he  fays,  the  fleece  is  5 or  5!  lb.  only.  They  fold 
neither  the  Crau  fheep,  nor  thofe  at  Tour  d’Aigues.  But  in  the  Cammargue, 
where  are  no  ffones,  and  where  the  fheep  do  not  travel,  they  fold  them.  It  is 
remarkable,  that  the  Crau  fheep  are  never  in  ftables  either  in  winter  or  in  fum- 
mer.  Sheep  in  general  5 lb.  each  fleece,  at  8 f en  fuint . The  common  calcu- 
lation 40 f.  It  is  moil  miferable  hairy  duff.  Wethers  1 2 to  14  liv.  each.  The 
lamb  of  an  ewe  pays  3 liv.  and  the  wool  2 liv.  which  makes  her  produce  5 liv. 
I viewed  the  dock  of  the  Spanifh  breed,  of  which  the  president  has  given  a very 
intereding  account  in  the  memoirs  of  the  Society  of  Agriculture  at  Paris  ; and 
of  which  I inferted  a tranflation  in  the  Annals  of  Agriculture,  vol.  xii.  p.  430. 
They  have  been  introduced  fome  years  ago,  and,  from  the  prefident’s  abfence, 
much  negledted  ; fome  of  the  ewes  I found  very  old  and  lean  ; in  general,  the 
form  was  not  fo  bad  as  I expedted,  particularly  the  back-bone,  which,  in  many 
Spanifh  ones  I have  feen,  is  quite  ridged.  The  wool  is  clofe  and  tolerably  curl- 
led,  but  not  fo  hard  coated  to  the  feel  as  fome  I have  feen.  Their  wool  was  fold 
this  year  at  75  liv.  the  quintal,  en  fuint . I heard  of  fome  who  had  tried  the  Spanifh 
breed,  but  had  left  them  ofF,  becaufe  they  did  not  anfwer,  eating  much  more  than 
their  own  breed ; I place  no  confidence,  however,  in  the  accuracy  of  thefe  experi- 
ments. The  prefident  is  now  making  elm  faggots  to  lay  up  for  the  winter  food  of  his 
flock.  It  is  the  common  practice  of  the  country ; elm  belt ; then  poplar;  oak  good. 

Ef  relies Price  of  wool  36  to  50  liv.  the  1 00  lb.  en  fuint . Fleece  4 to  44  lb. 

Lyons, — Inquired  for  the  cloathed  fheep,  bu;  found  nobody  that  had  feen  them. 

St,  Martin . — From  Lyons  hither,  67  miles,  in  a country  adapted  to  fheep,  yet 
I have  not  feen  fifty. 

Roanne . — Fleece  wafhed  2.2. f the  pound. 

Neuvy  to  Groijiere, — A few  flocks  of  forty  or  fifty,  poor,  finall,  and  ill  looking. 


Recapitulation . 

Average  weight  of  all  the  fleeces  minuted, 

> — fleeces  fold  en  fuint , 

— — wafhed. 

Average  price  per  lb.  en  fuint , 

• ■ wafhed. 


* Hift,  Nat,  de  la  Provence,  8vo.  1782.  tom,  i,  p.  303,  324,  329,  &c. 
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The  reader  fhould  be  particularly  cautioned  againfl  drawing  concluflons  from 
the  rates  and  weights  of  the  wool  here  minuted  clean  and  dirty ; for,  being 
taken  from  notes  made  at  diftant  and  diftindt  places,  it  does  not  follow,  that 
the  proportion  between  wafhed  and  unwafhed  is,  in  weight,  as  3 to  41b.  or  in 
price,  as  18  to  30 f to  difcover  the  latter  proportion  we  mufl  have  recourfe  to 
thofe  minutes  only,  which,  at  the  fame  place , give  the  price  both  wafhed  and 

unwafhed.  The  average  prices  of  thefe  are 

En  faint , - - - - 1 6 f 

Wafhed,  - - - - 3 7 

And  I am  therefore  inclined  to  fix  on  the  following,  as  the  data  to  be  drawn  from 
the  preceding  minutes. 

Average  fleece  en  fuint  y - - 14  lb8 

Average  price  per  lb.  - - 18 f 

Which  would  be,  wafhed,  - 41 

The  average  of  very  numorous  minutes,  is  i8yi  per  lb.  en  faint ; and  then,  to 
find  the  proportion  wafhed,  I take  that  between  16  and  37 f which  gives  41 A 
for  the  general  price  wafhed.  That  the  difference  between  wafhed  and  unwafhed 
is  moderate  in  thefe  notes,  will  appear  from  thofe  of  Monf.  Carlier,  viz. 


Rouflillon, 

nf  en  fuint . 

— 38  f wafhed. 

Cammargue, 

12 

— 24 

Prevence, 

10 

— 20 

Saintonge, 

10 

*■=  20 

Berry, 

16 

- 38 

Beauce, 

8 

— 16 

Average, 

11 

— 26  _ 

Now,  it  is  worth  nothing,  that  16  and  37,  or  18  and  41,  bear  the  fame  proportion 
as  11  and  26,  which  is  the  refult  of  this  gentleman’s  enquiries  in  thofe  fix  pro- 
vinces*. In  my  farming  travels,  twenty  years  ago,  through  England*  I found 
the  average  fleece  5 1 lb.  at  5fd.  per  lb.  But  the  average  price,  in  11  counties  in 
1788,  was  91  d.  per  lb. — The  average  fleece  of  wafhed  wool  in  France  being,  ac- 
cording to  thefe  notes,  3 lb.  at  the  places  where  the  price  is  fettled  wafhed* 
and  4 lb.  en  fuint , the  mean  of  the  whole  kingdom  cannot  be  more  than  2|  lb„ 
wafhed.  The  fleeces  of  England  are  therefore  doubly  more  heavy.  But  the 
prince  in  France  at  41 f and,  deducting  for  the  difference  of  French  and  Englifh 
weight,  is  fomething  more  than  is.  6d.  per  lb.  for  (on  an  average)  worfe  wool. 
But  the  trade  in  wool  is  free  in  France.  As  the  French  price  is  the  fair  one  of 
Europe,  that  of  England  being  artificially  deprefled,  we  are  not  to  judge  of  the 
quality  of  the  wools  of  France,  relatively  to  our  own  by  the  price  * for  they 


* Traits  dss  Bgtgs  a laing , 4to,  3770, 
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have  in  fadt  (thofe  of  Roufiillon,  Narbonne,  and  Berry  for  carding  forts,  and  of 
Flanders  for  combing,  alone  excepted)  very  few  that  are  fo  good  as  ours.-— 
We  have  a great  deal  of  bad  wool  in  England,  but  the  French  have  much  more; 
and  indeed  feem  to  have  managed  this  branch  of  their  agricultural  ceconomy 
as  they  have  done  almofl  every  other.  Roufiillon  is  a part  of  Spain  r atner  than, 
of  France,  and  therefore  it  is  the  Spanifh  blood  chat  has  given  good  woo!  there ; 
and  Flanders  is  an  Auftrian  province;  thus  France,  properly  fo  called,  had  no- 
thing but  the  Berry  wool  to  pride  herfelf  upon ; and  that  only  in  a final!  diirridt 
of  afmall  province.  But  the  management  of  (beep,  throughout  the  kingdom,  is 
the  moil  abominable  that  can  be  conceived.  It  appears,  by  the  notes,  that  in 
winter  they  are,  according  to  our  ideas,  univerfally  flarved  ; that  is,  fed  upon, 
ftraw ; for  as  to  a provision  of  green  winter  food,  cultivated  purpofely  for  them, 
of  which  no  good  farmer  in  England  is  ever  deflitute,  there  is  not  fuch  a prac- 
tice in  France,  from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other.  The  confequences  of 
this,  are  thefs  poor  fleeces,  a had  quality  of  wool,  and  one  iheep  kept  where 
there  might  be  an  hundred.  Hence  alfo  the  neceffity  of  an  immenfe  import  of 
every  kind  of  wool ; and,  what  is  Till  much  worth,  fuch  a deficiency  of  iheep  in 
eighteen-twentieths  of  the  kingdom,  that  every  article  of  husbandry  iuifers ; and 
meat  is  fo  much  dearer  than  bread,  that  it  cannot  be  purchafed  by  the  poor.  All 
thefe  are  great  evils,  and  deferve  a deep  conlideration  from  every  friend  of  his 
country,  to  take  the  proper  means  of  remedying  them  ; which,  however,  is  not 
likely  ever  to  be  done  effectually,  till  a large  farm,  on  a poor  foil,  be  fully  flocked 
with  a well  fed  flock  as  in  England.  But  the  deficiency  of  food  is,  not  the  only 
point  that  wants  to  be  remedied — -the  management  of  their  ilables  is  an  enor- 
mous evil.  To  reap  the  benefit  of  manure,  at  a feafon  that  prevents  the  fhep- 
herd  from  re  fling  abroad  with  his  flock,  out  of  an  apprehenfion  of  the  wolves,, 
the  fheeo  are  almofl  univerfally  houfed  at  nieht  throughout  the  winter : there 
is  nothing  objectionable  in  this,  for  much  dung  may  be,  and  is  certainly  mad 
by  it : but  the  clofe  fuffocating  heat  of  the  flahles  is  inch,  that  the  health  of 
thefe  animals  fullers  dreadfully;  and  epidemical  diforders  often  break  out,  arifing 
principally  from  this  came.  Notice  is  taken,  in  the  minutes,  of  the  iheep  being 
alfo  thus  confined  in  the  middle  of  the  day  in  fummer.  The  fables  are  cleaned 
but  once  a- year,  or,  at  the  moil,  hut  twice.  Thus  the  flock  lies  on  a dung- 
hid,  and  breathes  the  effluvia  of  it,  inilead  of  air.  Before  clipping,  it  is  kept  for 
fame  time,  without  frefh  ftraw,  that  the  wool  maybe  rendered  dirty,  and  there- 
fore heavy ; and  fome  men  throw  water  on  the  dung,  to  excite  a fermentation, 
that  the  fleeces  may  be  fo  impregnated  with  moifture,  as  to  weigh  to  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  the  owner.  This  management  is  now  and  then  rewarded,  as  it  ought  to 
be,  with  the  lofs  of  whole  flocks  in  a Angle  night;  fuch  barbarous  practices 
will  eafdy  lead  the  reader  to  judge  of  the  profound  ignorance  of  the  French 
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with  refpeSt  to  fheep*.  There  is  no  doubt,  that  they  ought  never  to  be  houfed 
by  force;  but  to  have  the  choice  in  a yard,  fecurely  walled  in,  to  be  under 
cover,  or  expofed  to  the  weather  at  their  pleafure.  I have  myfelf  a farm  too 
Wet  for  folding  abroad  in  winter;  and  therefore  ufe  a well  littered  yard  and  barn, 
in  which  the  iheep  are  dry  and  clean,  and  not  hotter  than  they  pieafe  to  be.  I 
find  the  practice  very  beneficial;  but  mention  it  here  only  curforily,  as  I have 
in  another  work-f*  expatiated  largely  upon  it. 

One  of  the  moil;  lingular  practices  in  the  eves  of  an  Englifhman,  that  is  to  be 
met  with  abroad,  in  the  management  of  fheep,  is  the  regularity  with  which 
fait  is  every  where  given  to  their  flocks,  and  alfo  to  cattle.  The  practice  is  of 
great  antiquity.  The  ancients  were  in  a regular  practice  of  giving  fait  to  fheep* * § 
Columella  tells  us,  that  if  the  paflure  for  this  animal  were  ever  fo  fweet,  yet  it 
would  grow  flale  to  them  if  they  have  not  fait  given  in  wooden  troughs t.  It 
appears,  from  an  impofition  eflabliflied  fo  long  ago  as  1462,  in  the  Milanefe, 
that  the  confumption  of  fait  is  reckoned  at  28  lb.  for  each  head  of  cattle  §.  In 
France  it  is  conjectured  to  amount  to  50 lb.  jl,  and  for  fheep  to  15  lb.  where  the 
fale  of  it  is  free.  The  fame  author  mentions  it  as  a known  faft,  that  cows  give 
the  more  milk  for  it ; fheep  finer  wool ; and  that  all  animals  are  kept  by  it  in 
good  health.  In  fome  of  the  cahiers  of  inftrudtion  to  the  deputies  in  the  Na- 
tional Aflembly,  fait  is  confidered  as  eflential  to  the  well-being  of  cattle,  indif— 
fenfable  aux  bejiiaux%.  Monf.  d’Abbenton.  directs  ilb.  every  eight  days  to 
twenty  fheep**.  In  Spain  it  is  as  common  as  it  is  in  Italy  and  France  ; a fanega 
of  fait,  or  100  lb.  is  allowed  for  one  hundred  fheep,  by  law;  but  they  ufe  fifteen 
and  twenty  f omegas  for  1000  fheep  •p-p*  In  a memoir  on  the  Spanifh  flocks,  by 


* A French  writer  very  erroneoufly  fays,  that  the  E'nglifh  lofe  prodigious  quantities  of  fheep  by 
folding.  Mem. fur  V Agriculture^  par  M.  Lormoy.  8vo.  1789.  p.  47.  No  fuch  thing. — One  would- 
think  that  the  management  of  Englifh  fheep  were  as  well  known  in  France  as  other  parts  of  Eng- 
lifh  agriculture  Another  writer  fays,  that  fhort  woolled  rams  fell  in  England  much  dearer  than  long 
wcolied  ones.  Mem.  pour  V Amelioration  des  Bites  a iaine  dans  ■/’ Ijle  de  France.  1788.  8.-  Juft  the 

contrary. — Xen  guineas  is  a high  price  for  a ram  in  Sufiex,  the  flneft  breed  of  the  fhort  woolled 
kind  ; whereas  a long  wmolled  ram  in  Leicefterfhire  has  been  let  at  one  thoufand  guineas  for  a fingl® 
feafon.. 

f Annals  of  Agriculture.  Vol.  xv.  No.  87. 

% Nee  tamen  ulia  font  tam  blanda  pabula,  ant  etiam  pafcua,  quorum  gratia  non  exolefcat  u fu  con—- 
tinuo,  nifi  pecudum  faftidio  paftor  occurrerit  prebito  fale  quod  velut  ad  pabuli  condimentum  per  aefta— - 
tem  canalibus  ligneis  impofitum  cum  e pafeu  redierint  oves,  iambunt,  atque  eo  fapore  cupidjnenx 
Bibendi  pafcendique  concipiunt.  Lib.  vii. 

§ De  V Admini ({ration  Provznciale,  .par  M.  le  Trone.'  8vo.  1788;  tom.  i.  p.  237.  |j  Ibid* 

f Cahier  du  Tiers  Eiat  de  Toul.  p.  17.  Alfo,  De  la  Nc-blejfe  de  Clermont  Ferand.  p.  22. 

**  Injl ruffian  pour  les  Bergers.  Svo.  1782.  p.  105.  See  alfo,  Traded’ Economie  Politique,  Svo^ 
1.783.  p.  .545. . 

ft  EJfai  Hift.  fcf  Pol.  fur  la  race  des.Brebis , trad,  d’Aljlrcm.  S2mo.  1784,  p.  47. 
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the  late  Mr.  CoiHnfon,  the  account  is  more  particular  and  curious.  “ The  firff 
thing  the  fhepherd  does  when  the  flock  returns  from  the  S.  to  its  fummer  downs, 
is  to  give  the  lheep  as  much  fait  as  they  will  eat.  Every  owner  allows  his 
flock,  of  a thoufand  lheep,  twenty-five  quintals  of  fait,  which  the  flock  eat  in 
about  five  months ; they  eat  none  in  their  journey,  nor  in  their  winter- walk.  It 
is  believed,  that  if  they  Hinted  their  lheep  of  this  quantity,  it  would  weaken 
their  conftitutions,  and  degrade  their  wool ; the  Ihepherd  places  fifty  or  fixty 
fiat  Hones,  at  about  five  Heps  difiance  from  each  other ; he  flrews  fait  upon  each 
Hone  j he  leads  the  flocks  llowly  through  the  Hones,  and  every  lheep  eats  to  his 
liking.  What  is  very  remarkable  is,  that  the  lheep  never  eat  a grain  of  fait,  nor 
wilh  for  it,  when  they  are  feeding  on  land  which  lies  on  lime- Hone  ; and  as  the 
Ihepherd  mufi  not  fuffer  them  to  be  too  long  without  fait,  he  leads  them  to  a 
fpot  of  clayey  foil,  and,  after  a quarter  of  an  hour’s  feeding  them,  they  march 
back  to  the  Hones  and  devour  the  fait.  So  fenfible  are  they  of  the  difference, 
that  if  they  meet  with  a fpot  of  mixed  foil,  which  often  happens,  they  eat  fait 
in  proportion.”  The  practice  is  found  equally  in  Germany ; the  late  King  of 
Prullia,  by  ordonance,  expected  his  peafants  to  take  two  mebzen  (cfib.)  for  each 
milch-cow,  and  one  metze  for  every  five  milch-flieep,  and  half  as  much  for 
finch  as  do  not  give  milk  5*  3 and  in  Bohemia  the  price  of  fait  is  found  very  pre- 
judicial to  the  flocks  ff.  The  Hungarian  peafants  lay  pieces  of  rock-falt  at  the 
doors  of  their  Hables,  cow-houfes,  &c.  for  cattle  and  horfes  to  lick  J.  It  is 
known  alfo  in  Poland  §.  Throughout  all  North  America  fait  is  given  to  cattle 
and  horfes  once  or  twice  a week  || . Paoletti,  a practical  Italian  writer,  orders 
1 lb.  to  each  fheep  in  autumn,  and  another  in  fpring  Monf.  Carlier  decides 
againff  it,  but  on  very  infufficient  authority  **.  Monf.  Teflier  unites  with  the 
common  practice,  by  recommending  it  •f'ff.  This  practice,  which  is  unknown 
in  England  only,  merits  I believe  much  more  attention  than  the  Englifh  farmers 
are  willing  to  give  it,  at  leaff  thofe  with  whom  I have  converfed  upon  this  fub- 
jedt.  I have  tried  it  for  twro  years  paff  in  my  own  flock  j and  though  it  is  very 
difficult  to  pronounce  the  effedt  of  fuch  additions  to  their  food,  except  after  long 

* Mirabeau  de  la  Monarchic  Prufftenne.  Tom.  iv.  p.  102.  + Ibid.  Tom.  vi.  p.  236. 

X Keyfler’s  Travels.  i2mo.  1758.  Vol.  iv.  p.  242. 

§ Sir  Thomas  Pope  Blount’s  Nat.  Hift.  i2mo.  1693.  p.  220. 

|j  Smyth’s  Tour  in  the  United  States.  8vo,  1784.  Vol.i.  p.343. — Bartram’s  Travels.  p.354. 
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and  repeated  experiments,  I have,  I think,  reafon  to  be  fatisded,  my  ilieep  having 
been  very  healthy,  and  once  or  twice  fo,  when  my  neighbours  buffered  Ioffes. 

The  breeds  which  I have  noted  in  France  are,  I,  The  Picardy;  hornlefs ; 
white  faces ; and  dlky  hanging  ears.  This  I take  to  be  a baffard  breed  of 
Flanders  ; the  wool  coarfe  ; of  middling  length.  2,  Normandy ; red  legs  and 
red  faces ; coarfe  wool.  3,  Berry;  refembling  fomewhat  the  South  Dowrns 
of  England ; fine  wool.  4,  Spanifh  in  Roudillon,  and  in  part  of  Langue- 
doc. 5,  Near  Mirepoix,  a fort  that  refembles  Norfolk  fheep;  with  horns; 
black  faces  and  legs.  The  reff,  I apprehend  are  all  mongrels,  without  any 
ftrong  features  to  difcriminate  them.  The  badnefs  of  the  breeds,  and  the  ill 
management  of  fheep  in  France,  is  the  more  furprifing,  as  I conceive  there  is 
no  country  in  Europe  better  adapted  to  this  animal.  The  foil  is,  in  general, 
dry,  and  the  climate  much  lefs  humid  than  that  of  England,  which  circum- 
ftances  are  of  effential  confequence  for  commanding  great  fuccefs  with  fheep  : 
wet  land  and  a wet  climate  are,  next  to  French  management,  by  far  their  greateft 
enemies.  The  old  government  often  expreffed  a great  inclination  to  take  what- 
ever fteps  might  be  deemed  neceffary  to  improve  their  fheep ; I have  noted  the 
controleur  general  Bertin  employing  Monf.  Carlier  to  travel  through  France, 
from  1762  to  1766,  for  examining  the  flocks ; and  Monf.  d’Aubenton  acknow- 
ledges, that  whatever  he  executed  in  regard  to  importing  the  Spanifli  breed, 
was  done  at  the  inftigation  of  another  controleur  general.  “ Monf.  Trudaine 
ne  m’a  rien  laiffe  a delirer  de  tout  ce  qui  pcuvoit  m’etre  utile  pour  remplir  mon 
objet.”  Much  encouragement  has  fince  been  given  to  Monf.  Delporte,  of  Bou- 
logne, for  importing  a dock  of  Englifh  ilieep  ; and  the  late  Marquis  of  Condans 
bought,  for  the  provincial  affembly  of  Normandy,  one  hundred  Englifh  rams, 
which  were  to  be  landed  at  nine  guineas  a-piece.  The  government  v/as  always 
inclined  to  be  liberal  upon  this  budnefs,  but  never  took  the  right  fteps.  I viewed 
feveral  parcels  of  fheep  that  were  faid  to  be  Spanifh,  but  never  faw  a dngle  one 
that  gave  wool  comparable  to  Spanifh ; and  I was  affured,  by  very  refbeftable 
manufacturers,  at  Louviers  and  Elboeuf,  that  not  one  deece  of  fuch  has  ever 
been  produced  in  France,  and  that  the  Roudillon  wool  is  the  be  ft  in  the  king- 
dom. The  Spanifh  dieep  I examined  in  France  were  fuch  ill  made  animals, 
that  as  much  would  be  loft  in  the  carcafs,  and  in  the  want  of  difpodtion  to 
thrive,  as  could  be  gained  in  wool,  fuppodng  it  as  fine  as  podible.  The  Englidi 
fheep  which  I faw  were  chofen  pretty  much  in  the  fame  manner ; and  no  won- 
der, as  fmugglers  had  been  the  agents,  who  would  of  courfe  procure  fuch  as  were 
to  be  had  cheapeft.  Where  the  Marquis  de  Condans  bought  his  Englifh  dieep, 
I never  heard  ; by  his  death  France  loft  them,  and,  if  I may  judge  from  the 
others  I have  feen,  the  lofs  is  not  great.  All  thefe  exertions  have  been  made  by 
people  whole  profeffions,  habits  of  life,  employments,  and  purfuits  have  been 
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far  removed  from  agriculture ; ufually  by  inhabitants  of  the  capital,  or  other 
great  cities. — In  a word,  they  have  been  made  by  men,  in  whole  hands  fuccefs 
was  impofiible.  If  the  government  had,  for  the  introduction  of  Spanish  wool, 
fixed  a Spanish  farmer,  with  Spanilh  Ihepherds,  and  a Spanish  flock,  in  fuch  a 
ttiftriCt  as  the  Crau,  in  Provence,  to  enjoy  their  annual  emigration,  it  would  have 
been  known  what  could  really  be  done  in  carding  wool.  And  if  an  Englishman, 
with  a flock  of  we!  Echo  fen  Lincolnshire,  or  Leicestershire,  long  woolled  Sheep, 
had  been  fixed  in  the  Pays  d’Auge,  with  a falary  of  five  hundred  louis  a-year  for 
Jiimfelf,  and  with  every  other  expence  amply  provided,  it  would  at  once  have 
been  found,  that  as  long  and  as  fine  combing  wool  may  be  produced  in  France 
as  in  England.  But  Such  eflabliSliments  would  depend  absolutely  on  the  choice 
of  the  men ; in  fome  hands  the  whole  expence  would  be  thrown  away  j in  others 
not  a penny  of  it  would  be  loft. 


CHAP.  XIII. 

Of  the  Capital  employed  in  Hufoandry . 

^TpHERE  is  no  light  in  which  the  agriculture  of  France  can  appear  to  lefs 
advantage  than  upon  this  head.  It  is  fear cely  credible  how  the  metayers 
are  able  to  fupport  themfelves  with  a Stock  fo  much  inferior  to  what  would  be 
neeeilary  to  a good  cultivation.  In  all  the  provinces  which  are  backward  in 
point  of  agriculture,  as  Bretagne,  Anjou,  Maine,  Touraine,  Sologne,  Berry, 
La  Marche,  Limofin,  Angoumois,  Poitou,  part  of  Guienne  and  Languedoc ; 
in  Champagne,  Loraine,  Franche  Compte,  Bourbonnois,  Nevernois,  Lyonois, 
and  part  of  Auvergne,  Dauphine,  and  Provence ; the  Stock  of  every  fort  upon 
the  farms,  whether  belonging  to  the  landlord  or  the  tenant,  would  not  rife  to 
20s.  per  English  acre,  and  in  many  districts  not  to  15s.  The  pastures  of  Nor- 
mandy, and  the  arable  lands  of  Flanders,  and  part  of  Artois,  are  well  flocked ; 
but  there  is  a great  deficiency  in  every  other  part  of  the  kingdom,  even  in  the 
befi  provinces.  The  quantity  of  Sheep  and  cattle  is  every  where  trifling  in 
comparison  of  what  it  ought  to  be.  The  implements  of  husbandry  are  con- 
trived for  cheapnefs,  not  for  duration  and  effect  $ and  fuch  flacks  of  hay  in  Store,, 
as  are  found  all  over  England,  are  rarely  feen  in  France-  Improvements  in- 
vested in  the  land,  by  marling,  draining,  &cc.  which,  on  farms  in  England, 
amount  to  large  Sums  of  money,  are  inconsiderable  even  in  the  belt  parts  of 
France.  And  befide  the  flock,  transferable  from  tenant  to  tenant,  the  invest- 
ments, which  in  England  fall  upon  the  landlord,  fuch  as  all  Sorts  of  conve- 
niences 
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niencles  in  building,  fencing,  gates,  diles,  pods,  rails,  &c,  which  lie  mtift  pro- 
vide or  repair  for  a new  tenant,  are  done  in  England  at  an  expence  unknown  in 
the  greated  part  of  France  ; not  but  that  in  fome  provinces,  efpeciallv  in  the 
northern  ones,  the  buildings  are  fubdantial,  and  ereCted  on  a large  feale.  I 
fhall,  however,  have  no  doubt  in  calculating  the  inferiority  of  France  in  its 
prefent  date  to  that  of  England,  in  the  circumdances  of  building,  inclofing, 
marling,  claying,  draining,  laying  to  meadow,  and  other  permanent  improve- 
ments, at  30s.  an  acre  over  the  whole  territory.  It  is  40s.  or  50s.  inferior  to  all 
our  well  improved  counties ; but  as  we  have  fome  backward  in  agriculture,  as 
well  as  France,  I calculate  the  whole  at  30s. 

I have  calculated  the  capital  of  the  farmers  in  all  the  provinces  of  the  king- 
dom, and  the  medium  of  my  notes  is  40s.  an  acre.  A dmilar  calculation  of  the 
capital  employed  in  the  hufbandry  of  England  gives  4I.  per  acre*;  in  other 
words,  40s.  more  than  is  found  in  France : add  30s.  for  the  lefs  quantity  of  perma- 
nent improvements  ; and  we  have  the  total  of  3I.  ics.  per  acre  for  the  inferiority 
of  French  to  Englhh  capital  employed  in  agriculture,  which,  upon  1 3 1,000,000 
of  acres,  forms  a deficiency  of  458,500,0001.  derling,  or  10,480,000,000  of  liv. 
— above  ten  milliards.  Hence  it  is,  that  it  would  demand  this  vad  fum  to  be  ex- 
pended and  inveded  in  the  agriculture  of  France,  to  bring  the  whole  of  that 
kingdom  to  an  acreable  equality  with  England ; and  I am  confident,  that  I have 
not  been  guilty  of  the  lead  exaggeration.  The  capital  of  farmers  in  England 
being  4L  per  acre,  let  us  calculate  that  of  Scotland  at  30s.  and  that  of  Ireland 
at  40s. 


England, 

- 46,000,000 

acres  at  4I.  184,000,000 

Scotland, 

26,000,000 

at  30s.  39,000,000  " 

Ireland, 

26,000,000 

at  40s.  52,000,000 

98,000,000 

275,000,000 

France, 

131,000,000 

at  40s.  262,000,000 

The  capital  employed,  therefore,  in  hufbandry  in  the  Britiili  iiles,  is  confider^- 
ably  greater  than  is  employed  in  France.  It  furely  is  not  necenary  to  obferve,  in 
this  age,  that  the  productive  date  of  agriculture  in  a country  depends  much  more 

* It  will  be  proper  here  to  explain  what  I mean  by  capital.  A farmer,  in  England,  who  flocks  a 
farm,  finds  it  neceflary,  on  entering,  to  have  a given  fum  of  money  for  engaging  in,  and  carrying  on 
the  bufinefs  through  the  ftrfl  year,  in  wThich  is  reckoned  a year’s  labour,  rent,  tythe,  feed,  See.  ; and 
this  fum  varies  generally  from  3I.  to  5I.  an  acre : if  the  accounts  of  the  fame  farmer  be  examined  fome 
years  after,  he  will  be  found  to  have  flock  to  a greater  value,  having  incrcafed  it  in  cattle,  fheep, 
manuring,  and  other  improvements,  for  which  he  would  be  paid  if  he  fudden!  v left  his  farm.  Now, 
take  the  average  of  all  farms,  of  all  flecks,  and  of  all  periods  of  leafes,  and  I value  the  capital  em- 
employed  at  4I.  an  acre,  which  I have  reafon  to  believe,  from  e ire  urn  fiances  too  numerous  to  detail 
here,  to  be  a very  moderate  eftimate. 
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on  the  capital  employed,  than  on  any  other  circumftance  whatever;  and  that 
fince  ours  is  larger  thgn  that  of  France,  though  in  the  poftefiion  of  1 5 millions 
of  people  only  (for  that  of  France  is  to  be  connected  with  25  or  26  millions), 
the  Britifh  dominions  ought  to  be  eftentially  richer,  and  more  powerful,  than 
France ; and  while  the  two  countries  continue  in  their  prefect  lituation,  no- 
thing can  reverfe  this  conclufion,  but  egregiouily  ill  management  in  our  own 
government.  It  is  upon  the  firm  bafis  of  this  momentous  fadt,  that  politi- 
cians ought  to  leek  the  folution  of  that  apparent  phcenomenon,  which  the  two 
lath  wars  exhibited ; the  fpedtacle  of  England  refilling,  fuccelsfully,  the  whole 
power  of  France  and  Spain  : and  I will  venture  farther  to  affert,  that  thofe  who 
leek  the  explanation  in  American  colonies,  or  Indian  conquefts,  feek  it  in  caufes 
of  weaknefs,  much  more  than  of  flrength  ; and  that  the  poffeftion  of  near  300 
millions  fterling  of  adtive  capital  employed  upon  our  lands,  is  of  quite  another 
importance  than  that  of  fuch  diftant  and  brittle  dependencies,  or  than  any  ad- 
vantage that  our  boafted  foreign  commerce  ever  gave  us.  When  Mr,  Paine* 
calculates,  with  pleafiire,  the  fuperiority  of  France  to  England  in  fpecie , at  feventy 
millions,  upon  data  which,  I fhall  fhew  in  another  place,  have  nothing  more  to 
do  with  the  profperity  of  the  French  than  of  the  Hurons,  he  adverts  to  a policy 
which  will  be  found  a rotten  one  by  every  nation  that  relies  on  it,  I mean, 
that  of  eftimating  gold  and  filver  as  national  wealth ; their  rapid  currency,  indeed, 
implies  profperity-— but  that  of  paper  does  the  fame ; and  if  paper  has  given  to 
England  a fuperiority  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  millions  sterling 
in  the  folid  and  real  wrealth  of  flock  in  hufbandry,  fhe  has  not  much  reafon  to 
envy  France  a fuperiority  of  feventy  millions  in  fpecie. 

One  great  deviation  of  French  capital  has  been  in  the  fugar  iflands,  which, 
according  to  the  produce,  cannot  have  a lefs  capital  employed  in  them  than  fifty 
millions  fterling.  The  royal  navy  of  France  has  been,  and  is  now,  a favourite 
object,  chiefly  for  the  fake  of  defending  and  fecuring  thefe  colonies  ; let  us  take 
but  twenty-five  years  expence  of  the  navy,  at  two  millions  fterling,  and  here  are 
fifty  other  millions ; in  thefe  two  alone,  without  extending  the  fuppofition  to 
many  others  that  might  be  equally  included,  there  are  one  hundred  millions  fter- 
ling, or  two  and  a-half  milliards  of  livres,  which,  under  a different  policy,  might 
have  been  invefted  in  agriculture ; and  had  this  taken  place,  the  nation  would 
have  been  in  the  receipt  (counting  only  at  50  per  cent,  produce  for  the  capital 
invefted)  of  fifty,  millions  fterling  per  annum  more  than  fhe  receives  from  her 
agriculture  at  prefect;  or  confiderabiy  more  than  1,000, 000, oco  liv.  Now  what 
comparifon  can  there  be  in  the  wealth,  profperity  3 power,  or  refources,  between 
the  import  of  five  or  fix  millions  fterling  in  Weft- Indian  commodities,  and  the 
production  of  ten  times  that  amount  in  the  native  foil  of  France?  Yet  this 
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wretched  commercial  policy  is  now  continuing ; inveftments  are  ftill  made  in 
the  Weft-Indies,  becaufe  the  nation  expends  two  millions  a-year  on  a navy  to 
protedl  them  ; and  it  expends  the  two  millions  becaufe  the  inveftments  are  thus 
made  in  the  Indies  ; going  eternally  in  this  vicious  circle  ; planting  American 
waftes  on  account  of  the  navy,  and  keeping  up  the  navy  becaufe  thofe  waftes 
are  planted ; while  her  own  agriculture  wants  450  millions  fterling  in  capital 
to  be  placed  on  an  equality  with  England,  which,  from  a fimilar  policy,  is  not 
half  improved  to  the  perfection  of  which  it  is  capable.  What  utter  infatuation 
and  blindnefs  does  fuch  a conduct  prove  ! And  may  we  not  fairly  conclude, 
that  the  greateft  favour  which  an  enemy,  or  a friend,  could  do  to  France,  would 
be  the  feizing  of  thofe  colonies,  and  thereby  flopping  this  miferable  deviation  of 
capital.  Perhaps  this  remark  may,  with  equal  juftice,  be  applied  to  England. 
Tippo  Saib  was  mentioned  to  me  in  France  as  an  objedt  of  ferious  alarm  to  our 
kingdom ; much  the  contrary ; if  he  drove  us  out  of  the  Eaftern  Indies,  and 
the  negroes  were  to  drive  us  out  of  the  Weftern,  they  w7ould  be  our  beft  friends  ^ 
for  the  capitals  of  the  nation  would  then  find  the  employment  which  they  ought 
long  ago  to  have  found. 

But  I fhall  venture  to  carry  this  idea  yet  farther ; it  is  not  only  the  French 
capital  employed  in  the  fugar  iflands,  and  in  the  royal  navy,  that  is  a diredt  de- 
viation from  agriculture,  for  whatever  is  ufed  in  foreign  commerce  falls  under 
the  fame  predicament.  The  value  of  all  the  navigation  of  France,  fhips,  ftores, 
furniture,  feamen,  feame  n ’ s - wages , and  all  the  exertions  within  land,  in  confe- 
quence  of  them,  fo  much  commended  by  numerous  writers,  muft  equally  be 
confidered  as  an  employment  of  capital,  much  lefs  profitable  than  that  of  agri- 
culture. I do  not  contend  that  a ftate  fhould  negledt  the  proper  means  of  its 
defence,  and  the  advantages  of  a maritime  fituation  ; I maintain  only,  That  the 
true  progrefs  of  national  induftry  is  to  flock  fully  the  lands  of  a country,  before 
any  capitals  are  invefted  in  other  purfuits.  It  will  be  faid  (for  the  obfervation  is 
common),  that  the  inveftment  of  capitals  in  a nation  muft  be  left  to  the  option 
of  the  individuals  who  pofiefs  them  ; but  this  objection  is  removed  in  a moment: 
the  fact  is  granted ; but  the  policy  contended  for  is,  that  the  ftate  ought  not, 
by  laws  and  regulations,  to  tempt  and  bribe  men  to  an  inveftment  of  capital, 
contrary  to  the  interefts  of  agriculture  ; which  Colbert  did  in  fo  flagrant  a man- 
ner, and  which  is  yet  done  in  every  country  of  Europe  with  which  I am  ac- 
quainted, either  by  direct  encouragements  to  the  commercial  fyftem,  or  by 
laying  burthens  and  taxes  on  land.  The  foie  policy  here  infilled  upon  is  that  of 
freedom  ; 'let  the  flate  take  no  party,  and  agriculture,  from  its  fuperior  profit, 
will  attradl  capitals,  as  long  as  an  acre  wants  them  5 but  when  the  ftate  lays 
taxes  upon  the  land,  in  any  other  way  whatever  than  the  confumption  of  its  pro- 
ducts, or  carries  proper  taxes  to  an  undue  extent,  or  permits  the  cultivators  to 
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become  the  prey  of  a tythe-gatherer,  or  loads  them  with  the  total  lupport  of  the 
poor,  or,  in  fine,  cramps  the  free  fale  of  prod  Lifts,  by  prohibitions  and  monopolies ; 
in  all  thefe  cafes,  capital  is  as  much  driven  from  land  as  if  an  exprels  law  forbade 
the  inveftment.  It  is  not  difficult  to  conjecture  what  turn  this  policy  will  take 
in  France,  when  we  fee  the  prepofterons  and  pernicous  doCtrines  of  the  cecono- 
■mijlerS  triumphant ; when  the  falfe  and  abfurd  doCtrine,  that  ail  taxes  ultimately 
Fall  on  lands,  is  recognized  and  admitted  ; and  when  we  know  that  a propoiition 
for  a direft  land-tax  of  twelve  millions  iterling  was  received  without  abhorrence; 
fuch  fpeCtacles  are  notthofe  of  the  regeneration  of  agriculture. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  following  conckifion  may  fairly  he  drawn:* — as  the  old 
government  of  France,  by  all  forts  of  burthens  and  oppreffions,  kept  down 
the  agriculture  of  the  kingdom,  and  as  it  were  prohibited  improvements,  tread- 
ing in  the  falfe  and  fallacious  fteps  of  Colbert,  and  encouraging  exclulively  manu- 
factures and  foreign  commerce,  it  neceflarily  follows,  that  little  credit  can  be 
given  to  the  wifdom  of  the  new  legillature,  which  has  arifen  in  that  kingdom, 
unlefs  different  plans  be  adopted.  To  fofter  and  promote  agriculture  in  fuch  a 
.manner  as  to  enable  her  to  attraCi  the  capitals  lhe  has  hitherto  wanted,  is  an  ob- 
ject not  to  be  effected  by  fugar-iflands,  and  is  eafily  to  be  deitroyed  by  fuch  land- 
taxes  as  have  lately  been  eftabiiffied  by  the  National  Affembly.  It  is  not  the 
divifion  of  farms,  and  holding  commons  facred,  that  will  enrich  the  dock  of 
huibandry.  The  government  of  the  kingdom,  it  is  true,  is  regenerated;  but 
the  ideas  of  the  people  mult  alfo  be  regenerated  upon  thefe  queftions,  before  a 
fyftern  can  he  embraced,  which,  by  giving  capital  to  agriculture,  ffiali  carry 
France  to  fuch  a prosperity  as  England  has  attained. 


C H A P.  XIV. 

Of  the  Price  of  Provifons , Labour,  Sec. 

^1/ITHOUT  knowing  the  price  of  thefe  articles  in  different  countries,  the 
* * political  arithmetician  would  want  one  of  the  principal  bales  to  build 
and  fupport  many  of  his  moft  ufeful  calculations.  The  connection  between 
the  price  of  labour  and  of  provffions ; the  effeCts  of  high  or  low  prices  on 
agriculture,  and  the  re-aCtion  of  culture  on  price ; the  manner  by  which  high 
and  low  prices  affeCt  population,  manufactures,  and  national  prolperity, — thefe, 
and  a thoufand  other  inquiries  in  political  ceconony,  which  lo  many  writers 
have  treated  on  the  grounds  of  mere  theory  and  reafoning,  Ihould  be  fufpended 

till 
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till  a fame  lent  mafs  of  facts  be  collected,  the  examination  and  comparifon  of 
which  can  alone  elucidate  fach  intricate  i objects.  When  the  rates  of  labour, 
provisions,  &c.  are  corredtly  known  in  countries  governed  upon  different  prin- 
cioles,  and  poffeffing  very  different  quantities  of  the  precious  metals,  and  de- 
crees of  induftry,  the  politician  will  have  valuable  data  on  which  he  may  rea- 
fon  : to  collect  fuch  ought  to  be  one  great  object  of  thofe  who  travel  with 
phiiofophical  views,  and  who  diredt  their  attention  to  lubjects  of  ufeful  know- 
ledge, inftead  of  the  common  frivolous  purfuits.  that  wafte  the.  time,  and  fortunes, 
of  lb  many. 

Of  the  Price  of  Provi/ions , 


• 

i 

1 

N 

O 

QJ 

Places, 

O 

ZJ 

PQ 

Mutton. 

dJ 

> 

V 

5 

o_ 

Butter. 

Cheefe. 

Tb 

CO 

fcJO 

CJQ 
IV j 

Bread. 

d 

'1  : 

- 

1787. 

Sols. 

Sols. 

Sols. 

Sols. 

Sols. 

Sols. 

3 ds . 

Sols.! 

1 

Sols- 

Calais^ 

12 

1 2 

8 

15 

16 
12 

| 10 

8 

In  winter  mutton  21 f, 

In  winter  butter  2 if. 

Abbeville, 

8 

1 2 

8 

9 

Toury, 

6 

10 

6 

l|| 

8 I 

Brandy  ljf.  tbebottie-.- 

Orleans, 

/ 2 

6 

*3 

i 

*7 

34? 

24 

Limoges, 

6 

5 

9 

. 

2 

Brive, 

• T1  1 

j 

- 

4l 

•. 

Souillac, 

8 

3 

TBeef  17T  for  tKe lb.  of  4S0Z.  bell  frefii 
9 butter  6 f.  a lump,  and  4 to  6 lumps  a lb.. 
J white  wine  31'.  red  4k  for  the  poor  ifdV 

Montauban,  > 

5z 

8 

9 

3° 

[ 

3 

"7 

4 

St.  Martory,- 
Perpignan, 

Pinjan,  | 

1 2 

1 2 

1 2 

~ I 
32 

6f! 

'-fl 
J 2 

9 j 

10 

2k 

1 ? 

1 Bell  bread  3k  oil  1 of.  the  lb.  the  poor 
3 eat  much  frontage  de  Roquefort,  16k 

_ I 
3 2 

6 

9 

/ | 

i 

*5 

2 

2 

2 

Rodez  in  Roaverge . 

4 

4 

4 

■ 3 ! 

(;} 

2 

Bell  oil  I2f.  the  lb. 

Lodeve, 

Beg  de  Rieux, 

Amo  as. 

4i 

n 

( 

-■ 

j 

. I 

2 

1 * 

Mutton  15 f.  the  lb.  of^8cze 
; Beef  itk  the  lb.  of  48  oz. 

4 

5 

5 

r* 

3 i 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2| 

3 

' 6 

Bagnere  Bigore, 

5 

5 

5 1 

7 ; 

2^ 

Navarens, 

4 

4 

> 

6 

1 

t 

2| 

Beef  1 8|f.  for  45  cz. 

Bayonne, 

6 

7 

7 

2ii 

! 6 

Tartafs, 

Si 

5 

5l 

Its 

Audi, 

Si 

6 

4 

_ 

2 ! 

xij 

Fleurance  toLeitour 

■ 1 

- — 

3f  1 

3I 

A gen. 

8 

/ 2. 

8 

i 

2b 

i T-Finefl  white  bread  4k  good  wine  for  the 
j > table  1 Iiv.  common -white  4k  good  white 
y 1 liv.  5k  fait  butter  zof. 

Tonneins, 

j 

60 

i 

l 

! 12 

1 

3 

Bourdeaax,  [ 

9i 

_ 1 

7 2 

xi-1 

; *5  | 

1 

j 

2 1 

J 

! 

! 

2-f 

5 

Caudec, 

5 

6 

8 

i 

1 1 

2-  j 

6 

Sell  bread  2~f.  butter  in  winter. 24  to  28k 

Tours, 

8 

8 

8 

6 

| 1 

3 i 

5 

Chambord, 

8 

8 

8 

I 

5 

1 10 
i 6 

LaChapelle  laReine 
Montceron, 

8 

9 i 

8 

8 

8 

10 

10 

19 

| 

1 

i IO  1 

2 ! 

24  i 

The  ceil  bread  3k 

E r m enonvi  He, 

10 

10 

10 

10 

2 I 

: 1 

1 J 

~ 1 

2 | 

Dammartin, 

10 

i0  i 

10 

f 

20 

1 j;  1 

1 J 

1 1 

Valenciennes.. 

440 


QJ> 

n 


Valenciennes, 

Lille, 

Dunkirk, 

i-83. 

Calais, 

Arras, 

Rouen, 

Yvetot, 

Havre, 

Caen, 

Cherbourg, 

Doll, 


Rennes, 

St.  Brieux, 
Landernau, 
Nantes, 

Angers, 

Gace, 

Eiboeur, 

La  Roche  Guyone, 
1789. 


} 


Nangis, 


V 

J 


} 


La  Perte, 

Chateau  Thiery, 

Mareuil,  | 

St.  Menehoud, 

Braban, 

Verdun, 

Mar  le  Tour, 

Metz, 

Pont  a Mouffon, 


Nancy, 

Lnneville, 

Strafbourg, 

Scheleiladt, 

Ifenheim, 

Befanijon, 

Dole, 

Dijon, 

Mont  Cenis, 
Luzy, 

Bourbon  Lancv, 
Moulins, 


P R 

I C 

E 

O 

F ] 

P R 

O 

v 1 

Beef. 

C 

O 

4-J 

4-» 

3 

§ 

cj 

> 

• 

*-« 

O 

CU 

s 

4-» 

*-* 

3 

P3 

<D 

OJ 

a 

N 1 
O 
•"O 

V 

cq 

in 

bJj 

tSj 

& 

tJ- 

CJ 

a! 

c: 

• »— < 

£ 

Sols. 

9 

8 

8 

Sols. 

9 

8 

8 

Sols. 

9 

8 

8 

0 1 

OOlS. 

Sols. 

16 

14 

Sols. 

8 

H 

Sols. 

1 *4 

12 

Sols. 

Sols. 

10 

to 

3 

8 

8 

1 1 

9 

1 1 

K 

9 

8 

14 

16 

*9 

18 

3 

8 

8 

1 1 

9 

1 1 

9 

g 

8 

8 

1 1 

9 

10 

6 

7 

2 

I 2 

12 

I I 

10 

6 

» 

8 

~ 2 

~ 1 

/ 

81 

H 

12 

2f 

8 

2 2 

^z 

I 

/ z 

4 

5 

H 

6 

8 

8 

8 

2a 

9 

6’ 

6i 

to 

Z 

3 

8 

n 1 

8 

74 

6r 

8 

74 

61 

IO 

7 

I4 

*3 

1 1 

to 

6 

3 

3 

8 

i z 

61 

6 

10 

8 A 

^ Z 

I O 

10 

St 

3 i 

0 3 

84 

18 

16 

24 
0 3 

10 

2 

4 

24 

8 

8 

8 

8 

18 

9 

l3 

8 

3 4. 

4 

8 

8 

3 

7 

16 

4 

4 

p-.  1 
/ Z 

6 

^ I 

/ 2 

6 

7' 

6 

f. 

4 

„ I 

7\ 

6 

74 

6 

74 

6 

8 

3 2 

3 

\ 7 

7 

7 

*4 

3 

- .1 

32 

_ 1 

/ ~z 

7 

I 

74 

7 

7 

6 

7 

14 

13 

7 

6 

7 

6 

3 

4 

6 

6 

6| 

6 

6 

54 

74 

7 

— j 

/ z 

7 

7 

8 

8 

8 

*5 

7 

/ 

64 

7 

64 

5 
^ 7 

u 

2 2 

j 6 

64 

6* 

*4 

*0 

1 .6  * 

6 

6 

16 

SIGNS. 


Bread  for  the  poor  2b  9 den. 


For  the  poof. 
Ditto. 

Cyder. 

Bell  breed,  3N 
Cyder. 


Buck  wheat,  i~i.  lb. 

Salt  butter,  10L  bell  ds  prevela,  20  to 
24b 


7 Milk  2f.  the  pint  of  Paris,  or  a quart 
j Eng.  tallow  57  liv.  iof.  the  ibolb. 
Bread  for  the  poor  29b  the  izlb. 

The  poor  meat  in  the  country  8f. 


1 Wheat  48  and  49  liv.  the  feptier  (which 
bis  4 qu.  Eng  ) and  troopers  drawn  up  in 
J the  market  to  keep  people  in  order. 
Wheat  50  liv.  the  fept. 

7 Wheat  now  (July)  7 to  8 liv.  the  mea- 
£ fure  of  401b.  ; common  price  3 liv. 

} Bread  for  the  poor  3b  9 den.  Wheat 
3 4 liv.  10b  the  boib  of  301b. 

Black  bread - 

7 Black  wheat  6 liv.  i2b  the  franchar  of 

) 4olb. 

Bread  for  the  poor  2b  9 den. 

7 The  three  meats  are  taxed  at  6b  by  the 
> police  ; but  none  good  to  be  got  under 
1 7if- 

Bread  for  the  por  21b  3 den. 

7 Bread  brown  z\f.  Wheat  i8olb,  33  liv. 
j laft  year  18  liv.  and  in  common  1 2 liv. 
Ail  beef  from  Franconia, 


7 For  the  poor  bread  2~f.  lowered  by  the 
j police.  Inferior  meat  74b 
Bread  for  the  poor  that  price. 


Rioflt, 
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Some  bread  zf.  4 den.  and  if.  11  den, 
-New  wheat,  Aug.  8,  31  liv.  zf.  the  fept, 
of  Paris. 


Brown  bread  zf. 


Common  bread  jf. 
Brown  ditto  2 |f. 
Brown  ditto  z|f. 


RECAPITULATION. 


French 

money. 

Beef,,  per  lb.  aver,  of  76  minutes,  'jf. 
Mutton,  average  of  ditto,  7 

Veal,  average  of  72  ditto, 

Meat  average  of  the  three  7 

Pork,  average  of  28  minutes,  . 


7f 


Englifh 

money. 

3i 

3i 


4f 


French 

money. 

Butter,  average  of  38  minutes,  16 
Cheefe,  average  of  10  ditto,  9 
Eggs,  average  of  19  ditto,  9 

Bread,  average  of  67  ditto,  3 
Wine,  per  bottle,  aver,  of  32  do.  4§ 


Engliih 

money. 

8K 

4 k 

4f 

if 

O I 


Twenty-three  minutes  concerning  bread,  having  been  made  in  1789,  when 
the  price  cf  wheat  was  extravagant,  we  certainly  mufl  not  reckon  the  average 
price  of  fuch  bread,  as  the  bulk  of  what  people  eat  in  France,  at  more  than  2 f.  the 
pound,  or  id.  Englifh. — It  is  to  be  remembered,  that  the  pound,  poid  de  marc 
of  France,  is  to  the  Englifh  pound  avoir-du  poids,  as  1,0000  is  100,9264;  it  is 
therefore  about  -1-  heavier,  a difference  which  mufl  be  kept  in  mind.  In  order  to 
compare  the  prices  of  thefe  commodities  in  the  two  kingdoms,  fome  previous  ob- 
fervations  are  neceffary.  Beef  is,  in  many  parts  of  France,  exceedingly  good 
and  well  fattened ; better  is  not  to  be  found  any  where  than  at  Paris  ; and  Ihave 
remarked,  elfewhere,  the  great  numbers  of  fine  oxen  fattened  in  Limofin  in 
winter,  and  in  Normandy  in  fummer,  for  the  Paris  market.  I think,  therefore, 
that  the  beef  of  England,  and  of  great  cities  in  France,  may  very  fairly  be 
compared.  It  is  not  fo  generally  good,  perhaps,  in  the  latter  kingdom,  but  the 
difference  does  not  demand  attention. — It  is,  however,  very  difcernible  in  little 
country  towns,  where  nothing  is  killed  but  old  cows — and  good  beef  is  as  rare 
as  good  mutton  ; whereas  there  is  not  a fpot  in  England,  in  which  a.  private 
gentleman’s  family,  that  lives  in  the  country,  is  not  fupplied  with  good  ox  beef. 

Veal, 
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Veal,  notwithstanding  that  at  Paris  from  Pontoife,  is  much  inferior ; but  the 
great  inferiority  of  French  meat  to  Engliih.  is  in  mutton,  which  is  univerfally  fo 
bad  in  France,  that  I may  aiiiert,  very  correbtly,  that  from  one  end  of  the 
kingdom  to  the  other,  I never  law  a live  or  dead  Sheep  that  would  in  England 
be  edeemed  a fat  one.  In  general,  mutton  is  fo  lean,  that,  to  an  Engiiih  palate,, 
it  is  barely  eatable.  The  French  do  not  like  very  fat  mutton,  that  is  to  fay, 
they  do  not  like  much  fat ; but  they  mud  like  the  lean  of  fat  meat,  as  being 
more  juicy,  and  better  flavoured,  than  that  of  lean.  It  is  however  to  be  remem- 
bered, that  at  common  tables  (I  do  not  fpeak  of  thofe  of  great  lords,  for  they  do 
not  form  a nation)  meat  is  ufually  fo  much  roaded,  that  it  is  not  an  equal  object 
to  have  it  fo  fat  as  in  England.  But  though  the  nicenefs  of  the  palate  is  a mat- 
ter of  no  importance,  yet  whether  the  mutton  in  general  be  lean  or  fat,  is  of 
very  great  confequence  in  thefe  inquiries ; for  this  circumftance  may  make  that 
meat  much  dearer  in  France  than  it  is  in  England.  Upon  an  average  in  the  lat- 
ter kingdom,  the  price  of  meat,  in  1790,  as  I found  by  numerous  returns  from, 
many  counties,  was, — Beef,  4b.  per  lb. — Mutton,  4~d. — Veal,  4-id. — Average 
of  the  three  4 id. — Pork,  4b. 

I am  of  opinion,  that  the  beef  and  veal  are  as  cheap  at  thefe  prices,  if  we  con- 
fiber  the  quality,  as  in  France,  for  thefe  minutes  refpebt  the  bed:  joints  only.  As 
to  mutton,  it  is  at  lead  20  per  cent,  cheaper  ; by  which- 1 wifh  to  have  it  under- 
dood,  that  I allude  to  the  fuperior  expence  which  mud  be  incurred  by  the 
grazier,  in  order  to  bring  his  mutton  fo  fat  to  market,  as  is-  univerfaf in  Eng- 
land ; or,  in  other  words,  that  he  would  make  a greater  profit,  by  felling  it  at 
the  French  price,  than  at  the  Englifb  one,  provided  he  were  to  make  it  no  fatter 
than  is  udial  in  France.  Whoever  attentively  coniiders-  the  French  hufbandry, 
will  not  be  furprized  at  the  leannefs  of  their  mutton.  The  want  of  artificial 
grades  is  fo  great,  that  fheep,  though  few  in  number*,  are  miferably  fed  in 
dimmer ; but  as  to  winter,  they  are  in  mod  of  the  provinces  fed  upon  draw, 
and  what  they  <san  pick  up  on  wades  and  dabbles.  There  are-  few  didricts 
where  you  fee  any  thing  like  a regular  provifion  for  them  ; in  confequence  of 
which,  the  markets  are  fupplied  in  a very  imperfebt  manner,  and  farms  differ 
dreadfully  from  want  of  the  manuring,  which  a flock  of  hearty  well  fed  fheep 
are  fure  to  depofit.  Bread  in  England  may  be  reckoned  at  ifd.  a pound;  but 
we  mud  not,  therefore,  conclude;  that  it  is  near  double  the  French  price ; for 
the  materials  are  not  the  fame.  In  England,  it  is  very  generally  made  of  wheat  y 
and  the  poor,  in  many  parts  of  the.  kingdom,  eat  the  whited  and  bed;  but  in 
France,  the  bread  minuted  in  the  preceding  notes,  is  often  of  rye  and  other' 
grain;  fothat  the  price  is  not  double  for  the  fame  bread?-  though  there  is  cent, 
per  cent,  variation  in  the  price  of  the  bread  confumed  by  the  poor  of  the  two- 
countries..  Bread  being  fo  much  cheaper  in  France,  in  comparifon  of  meat,. 

than. 
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than  it  is  in  England,  occafions  that  great  confumption  of  bread  in  France  in 
preference  to  meat,  which  the  French  poor  rarely  eat.  In  England,  the 
confumption  of  meat,  by  the  labouring  poor,  is  pretty  considerable ; for  as  bread 
approaches  fo  much  nearer  to  the  price  of  meat  in  this  kingdom,  it  neceifarily 
occafions  this  difference  between  the  two  countries,  which  has  been  already  re- 
marked by  Monf.  Herrenfchwandt  with  his  ufual  acutenefs.  The  confump- 
tion of  cheefe  in  England,  by  the  poor,  is  immenfe.  In  France  they  eat  none 
at  all.  The  Englifh  confumption  of  meat  is  infinitely  more  beneficial  to  agri- 
culture than  the  French  confumption  of  bread  : it  is  by  means  of  great 
flocks  of  cattle  and  fheep,  that  lands  are  improved  and  rendered  productive ; the 
crops  which  fupport  cattle  and  fheep  are  of  an  ameliorating  nature;  but  thole 
that  yield  bread  are,  on  the  contrary,  exhaufting.  It  mult  be  therefore  evident, 
that  agriculture  will  be  advanced  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  meat,  butter, 
and  cheefe  confumed  by  any  nation. 

Poultry — Average. — Fowl  22 f (nd.) ; turkey  68yi  (2s,  lod.) ; duck  22 f. 
(nd.);  goofe  ^of.  (2s.  id.);  pigeon  7/  (3 f d.) 

Obfervations . 

It  appears  from  thefe  averages,  that  poultry  is  not  generally  fo  cheap  in  France 
as  it  has  been  reprefented;  it  is,  however,  cheaper  than  in  England;  for  I can- 
not eflimate  the  prices  with  us  lower  than,  a fowl  is.  6d. ; a turkey  5s,;  a duck 
is.  6d. ; a goofe  4s. ; a pigeon  4d. 

LABOUR. 

1787. — Picardie — Abbeville . — Men  12 f.  fome  1 6/1  to  207C 

Isle  of  France — EJla?npes. — Men  20 f,  in  winter  $f  and  food;  in  fum- 
mer  with  food  12 f. 

Sologne — La  Ferte . — Men  16 f, 

Salbris. — Servants  wages  on  a farm  75  to  1 20  liv. 

Berry — Verfon . — Men  15/.  in  winter  8 f.  and  food. 

Argent  an. — Men  20 f in  winter  8 f.  and  food. 

La  Marche — La  Ville  an  Brun . — Men  27 f.  in  winter  ipji  and  food  ; if 
no  food  16  f.  in  general  20 J\ 

Limosin — JJzarch. — Men  14  f. 

Qu  e r c y — Brlve. — Men  19/i 

Montauban. — Men  1 $f  in  fhort  days  12  f. 

Languedoc — T oulonfe . — Men  2 of. 

Bagnere  de  Luchon. — Men  20  f.  women  a Jl  and  food. 

Roui  ssillon — Perpignan. — Men  o^f.  or  15/i  and  food. 

Languedoc — Beziers. — Men  12 f.  in  fummer  and  food. 

Flnjan. — Men  30  f.  if  with  food  1 of.  in  winter  f if  with  food  10 j. 

3 L 2 Sauve. — 
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Sauve . — Men  27 f 
Amous. — Men  1 §f. 

Rouvergue — Men  2.2  f. 

Guienne — Navareen . — Men  10  f. 

Tartafs . — Men  19  f 
Fleur  ance . — Men  15^ 

Ptfr£  Leyrac. — Men  12 f.  and  food* 

Tonneins. — Men  22  f 
Bourdeaux . — Men  30^ 

Angoumois — Angouleme . — Men  6d/I  and  food. 

Ruffec. — Men  1 2/. 

Poitou — Men  12 f in  1777  8 to  10 f. 

Touraine- — Tours .- — Men  ioyi  and  food,  the  fame  in  1777* 

Isle  of  France — - Frmenonville . — Men  20  f. 

Flanders — Cambray . — Men  30 f 

1788 —  Picardy — Calais . — Men  24 f.  in  harvefl  30 f 
Normandy — Aumale.' — Men  24 f.  in  harvefl,  in  1777, 

Havre. — Men  30 f 

Caen. — Men  22/.  mafon  and  carpenter  40 f. 

Har court Men  15/ 

Bretagne — Doll. — Men  4 to  6 f.  and  food,  in  harvefl  2 of.  but  no  food. 
Rennes. — Men  16 f. ; for  the  year  round  the  common  pay  $f.  and  food  ; 
threfhers  no  food,  but  12. f.  or  the  17th  of  the  corn;  for  reaping  and  mowing 
20  f.  and  no  board ; wages  of  a carter  90  liv.  boy  60  liv.  maid  30  liv. 

St.  Brieux. — Men  2 $f. 

Landernau. — Men  18  f.  with  food  5 or  6 Jl 
Mujiliac . — Men  1 a man,  2 oxen,  and  a cart,  4 liv. 

Auvergnac . — Men  15 f.  women  5 or  6 Jl  and  food ; mafon  and  carpenter  2 $f. 
Nantes . — Men  14 f.  in  the  town  24 f.  porters  are  paid  by  the  job  and  earn 
3 or  4 liv. ; mafon  and  carpenter  3 $f 

Anjou — Angers. — Men  10 f.  women  8 f.  mafon  and  carpenter  20 f. 

Tourbilly. — The  Marquis  de  Tourbilly  paid  12/.  a day  in  his  improvements, 
which  began  in  1738. 

Men  2^f. 

Normandy — Darnetal. — Men  20 f.  ten  or  twelve  years  ago  not  much 
more  than  half  that. 

La  Roche  Guy  on. — Men  20 f.  in  winter  1 $f.  in  harvefl  30^  mafon  and 
carpenter  3 $f 

1789 —  Isle  of  France — Nangif.—Nizn  in  fummer  24 f.  in  winter  1 5 to  i8yi 

Men 
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Men  in  harveft  30 f women  in  fummer  1 $f 
Cutting  wheat  7 to  9 liv.  per  arp. 

barley  and  oats  30  f 

— — — meadow  3 liv.  if  fed  the  half. 

Wages  of  a carter  8 louis,  a boy  4 Is. 

A dairy  maid  4 Is.  other  maids  3 or  3 f Is. 

To  load  and  pitch  hay  and  corn  through  the  feafon  5 Is.  or  3 Is.  if  fed. 
Sowing  1 of.  an  arp. 

Champagne — Marcuil. — Men  25/i;  in  winter  12/.  $ wages  of  a carter 
150  liv. 

Lqraine — Braban . — Women  in  hay  time  6 f.  and  food. 

Men  in  ditto  1 if 

mowing  30  to  40JC  a day  and  no  food,  but  2 or  3 

bottles  of  wine. 

For  threfhing  the  18th  or  19th  part  of  the  corn. 
Metz.— In  winter  i$f.  and  no  food. 

— fummer  1 8 and  2 of.  ditto. 

General  employment  in  manufactures,  public  works,  &c.  18  to  20 f 
A mafon  to  24 f 

Pont  au  Moujfon. — A mower  20  to  30 f.  and  food. 

Haymaker  12  f and  food. 

Harveft  4.  de  bichet  per  diem  for  cutting  and  binding. 
Mowing  oats  20 f.  and  food. 

Nancy. — In  winter  20 f.  no  food. 

A better  fort  in  towns  3 of. 

In  fummer  25  f and  no  food. 

Alsace — Sewern.-~~. In  winter  idyl  in  fummer  2 of.  no  food. 

Strafbourg. — In  fummer  20  to  24/I  in  winter  16  f 
Sche/efadt. — All  the  year  20 f or  12  and  food. 

Franche  Compte^-5^^. — 20  to  30 f and  food ; in  fummer  10 f and 
food  in  winter. 

Bourgogne — Dijon. — In  fummer  24. f in  winter  20 f.  and  in  winter  in  feme 
country  places  1 ^f  no  food ; carpenter  35,  36 f mafon  30 f 
Mont  Cenis. — 24 f a-day. 

Bourbonnois — Moulins. — All  the  year  159C  no  food  except  harveft,  then 
food ; by  filk  20  to  24 f ; women  8 to  12 f carpenter  and  mafon  2 ^f  and 
no  food  ; hire  of  a man  and  four  oxen  a day  of  eight  hours  3 liv. 

Auvergne — Riom. — Summer  20  to  24  f in  winter  10  to  15  f no  food. 
Izoir. — Summer  24  to  3° f an^  ^our  pi°ts  °f  wine. 5 in  winter  12  to  14 f 
and  three  pints  of  wine. 

Br  iudes — - 
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Briude — In  winter  14  to  1 6 f ; in  fammer  24  to  36 f. 

Vivarais — Thuytz .* — In  w inter  1 8yf  in  fummer  20 J\ 

Viziers , — In  fammer  20  f in  winter  1 8/.’  mailer  carpenter  40 f.  the  man  20 
to  30 f mafon  3 of. 

Dauphine — L,  oriel. — In  fummer  30^  in  winter  20 fi  cutting,  harvefl- 
ing,  and  th refiling  the  corn  ~ of  the  crop  of  all  forts  ; workmen  for  all  the 
year  1 $f.  if  employed  in  harvefl. 

Montilimart. — In  fammer  36  f.  in  winter  20 f. 

Provence — Avignon. — In  fummer  26  to  30 f.  in  winter  20 f. 

Tour  d’ Aigues. — Now  24yd  a day,  in  winter  1 §f.  about  twenty  years  pail: 
1 6/1  cutting  and  binding  ioliv.  the  fomma,  threlhing  15  liv.  (50,400  ft. 
loliv.  is  5s.  3d.  Eng.  ac.  15  liv.  7 f.  10  den. 

Marfeille. — A fhip  carpenter  3 liv.  calif  at,  he  who  bores  and  drives,  3 to 
4 liv.  mafon  50  to  60 f.  common  labour  40  to  60 f. 

RJlrelles . — In  fummer  30 f.  in  harvefl  up  to  3 liv.  on  a pinch,  and  even  4 
liv.  ; in  winter  24/! 

Average  earnings  of  men  throughout  the  kingdom  1 <$J;  mafon  and  car- 
penter 30 f.  There  are  but  few  minutes  concerning  the  rife  of  the  price  of  la- 
bour; in  Normandy  it  has  been  doubled  in  twelve  years  ; in  Provence  it  has 
rifen  from  fix teen  to  twenty-four ; but  in  Anjou  it  remains  as  it  was  fifty  years 
ago.  The  idea  I had  of  the  general  price  of  labour  in  France,  taken  about 
twenty  or  .twenty-five  years  ago,  which  I acquired  from  reading  and  from  in- 
formation, was  the  average  of  1 6f.  a day.  If  that  idea  were  at  all  correct,  la- 
bour has  rifen  about  20  per  cent.  But  though  the  price  is  now  fatisfaclorily 
afcertained,  I do  not  know  that  it  was  ever  fo  before,  and  the  general  ideas  to 
which  I allude  might  be  very  erroneous,  I take  the  fact  not  to  be  far  from  the 
rife  of  20  per  cent,  on  the  average,  but  to  have  been  much  more  fo  in  the 
provinces  where  there  is  fame  activity  of  commerce  and  manufactures ; and 
no  increafe  at  all,  or  at  leaft  very  little,  in  thole  which  do  not  enjoy  thefe 
advantages.  

The  average  price  of  labour  in  England  twenty  years  ago,  when  I made  my 
tours,  was  ys.  6d.  a week,  or  is.  3d.  a day ; the  price  at  prefent  I fliould  flate 
at  8s.  jjd. * a week,  or  is.  4fd.  a day;  but  this  idea  is  not  founded  on  an  actual 
furvey.  Indeed  it  is  much  to  be  wifhed  that  England  were  again  travelled 
through,  with  the  views  that  I examined  it  twenty  years  ago,  that  its  progreflion 
might  be  well  afcertained  ; fuch  a knowledge  is  ufefui  to  every  man  who  would 

* Calculated  thus,  five  weeks  at  12s.  a week  ; four  at  9s.  ; and  forty  three  at  8s.;  in  all  22I.  ; but 
no  e if  i mate  by  the  zveek  will  fhew  the  real  earnings  of  our  labourers,  who  perform  .fo  much  work  by 
the  piece,  that  they  earn  much  more  than  any  weekly  rate  can  point  out. 

ureal  !y 


P RICE  OF 


LABOUR, 


447 


really  undemand  the  hate  of  his  country  j fo  ufeful,  that  it  ought  to  be  done  at 
the  expence,  not  of  government,  but  of  parliament,  independently  of  minifters, 
if  poffihle,  whole  intereil  it  is  always  to  reprefent  the  country  as  fiourliliing  ; for 
mofr  of  them  affume  a merit  from  the  profperous  condition  of  the  kingdom, 
though  perhaps  not  indebted  to  them  for  one  atom  of  its  amount:  but  what- 
ever evils  befai  a nation,  are,  for  the  mold  part,  to  be  charged  to  tiie  account 


of  government  alone. 

Labour  in  France, 

Labour  in  England,. 

If  meat  and  bread  be  combined  into  one  price,  it  follows,  that  labour  in 
England,  when  proportioned  to  labour  in  France,  fhould  be  at  25k  f.  a day,  in- 
head  of  3 3!  f If  bread  alone  be  taken,  there  is  almoft  the  fame  proportion  ; 
that  is,  19  at  2 are  the  fame  as  33 f at  3 h but  this  coincidence,  perhaps,  is 
accidental ; becaufe  in  England  the  rate  of  labour,  fuppofing  it  to  depend  on 
provihons,  would  certainly  depend,  not  on  bread  only,  but  on  an  aggregate  of 
bread,  cheefe,  and  meat ; however,  one  would  wifh  to  fee  thefe  naked  fadls  as- 
certained, whatever  conclufions  may  be  drawn  from  them.  The  confumption^ 
of  bread,  and  the  price  of  labour  being  about  76  per  cent,  cheaper  in-* France  than 
in  England,  is  an  enormous  deduction  from  what  may,  with  propriety,  be  called 
the  mafs  of  national  profperity  in  the  former  kingdom..  This  opinion,  however, 

I venture,  to  maintain  again h a cloud  of  writers  and  politicians,  who  ftrenuoufly 
contend  for  cheap  provihons  and  cheap  labour,  in  order  to  have  cheap,  and  con- 
sequently hourifhing,  manufactures  ; but  the  example  of  England,  which  has 
gu  tit  ripped  the  whole  world  in  this  circumftance,  ought  long  ago  to  have- 
driven  fuch  fentiments  from  every  mind.  Country-labour  being  76  per  cent». 
cheaper  in  France  than  in  England,  it  may  be  inferred,  that  all  thofe  claffes 
which  depend  on  labour,  ana  are  the.  moR  numerous  in  fociety,  are  76  per  cent, 
lefs  at  their  eafe  (if  I may  ufe  thefe  expreffions),  worfe  fed,  worfe  cloathed, 
and  worfe  fupported,  both  in  ficknefs  and  in  health,,  than  the  fame  ckfles  in. 
England,  not  with  Handing  the.  immenie  quantity,  of  precious  metals,  and  the' 
imposing  appearance  of  wealth  in  France.  And  if  the  labouring  poor  confume 
76  per  cent,  lefs  than  the  poor  in  our  kingdom,  they  confequently  afford,  in  the 
lame  ratio,  a worfe  market  to  the  farmer ; whence  agriculture  buffers  in  the  fame 
proportion,  and  ought  to  be  found,  by  this  combination,  at  lead:  76  per  cent, 
worfe  than  the  agriculture  of  England.  Every  country  contains  a certain  por- 
tion of  the  precious  metals,  or  of  fome  other  currency  that  anfwers  the  fame  pur- 


* I fay  the  conjumptien  , and  net  the  price , becaufe  the  kinds  of  bread  in  the  two  kingdoms  are  not 
the  fame ; there  is  no  fuch  difference  as  this  in  the  price  of  wheat  j I apprehend  no  difference  at  ah. 
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pofe  j and  the  difference  between  a high  and  a low  price  of  labour  and  provifions 
is,  that  in  one  country  a large  proportion  of  thofe  metals  is  in  the  hands  of 
farmers  and  labourers  ; and  in  the  other  a fmall  one  only.  In  one  cafe  great 
activity  and  vigour  will  be  found  in  hufbandry ; in  the  other  very  little.  But 
this  argument  may  be  extended  yet  farther ; for  if  there  be  76  per  cent,  dif- 
ference in  the  confumption  of  the  French  and  Englifh  labourers,  there  ought 
to  be  76  per  cent,  difference  in  the  flrength  of  body  between  the  two  nations. 
Strength  depends  on  nourifhment ; and  if  this  difference  be  admitted,  an  Englifh 
workman  ought  to  be  able  to  do  half  as  much  work  again  as  a Frenchman,- — 
this  alfo  will  I believe  be  found  to  be  correctly  the  cafe  j and  if  the  great  fupe- 
riority,  not  only  of  the  Englifh  hufbandry,  but  alfo  of  thofe  manufactures  into 
which  machines  do  not  enter  any  more  than  in  France,  be  well  confidered,  this 
extenflon  of  thefe  proportions  will  not  be  thought  at  all  extravagant.  To  what 
is  all  this  to  be  afcribed  ? Moil  clearly  to  the  pernicious  influence  of  a govern- 
ment, rotten  in  its  principles  ; that  brack  a pally  into  all  the  lower  and  pro- 
ductive claifes  to  favour  thofe  whofe  only  merit  is  confumption.  If  fame  future 
traveller  fhould  examine  France  with  the  fame  attention  I have  done,  he  will 
probably  find,  under  a free  government,  all  thefe  proportions  greatly  changed ; 
and,  uniefs  the  Englifh  government  be  more  vigilant  and  intelligent  than  it  hath 
hitherto  been,  France  will  be  able  to  boafl  as  great  a fuperiori ty  as  England 
does  at  prefent.* 

Of  fame  Circnmfances  concerning  the  Poor. 

Sologne —La  Mott-e  Beuvron. — Poor  labourers  make  bread  of  buck-wheat, 
but  it  is  very  bad.  - 

Berry — Argent  an. — They  pay  rent  for  a cottage  20  liv.  get  their  fuel  in 
the  woods  ; their  tables  15  to  24 f.  as  much  for  capitation,  and  do  fix  days  la- 
- hour  in  the  roads. 

Limosin — Limoges.—  Lodging  of  a common  artizan  or  manufacturer  15  liv. 
a year  5 druggits  for  their  drefs  24/i  the  auln ; very  few  wear  leather  fboes, 
common  labourers  throughout  the  province  very  few,  the  metayers  working 
as  much  as  poffible  for  themfelves. 

St.  George. — They  eat  buck  wheat  made  in  very  thin  cakes  without  leaven. 

Quercy— Payrac. — All  the  women  and  girls  are  without  fhoes  or  ftoek- 
ings,  and  the  ploughmen  at  their  work  without  fhoes  or  fabots,  or  feet  to  their 
bookings. 

Pellecoy . — Poor  women  picking  weeds  into  their  aprons  to  feed  their  cows 
with,  and  fomething  like  this  I have  remarked  more  or  lefs  all  the  way  from 
Calais  ; it  conveys  an  idea  of  poverty  and  want  of  employment. 

*■  I leave  the  palTage  as  written ; events  have  fhewn,  that  the  idea  of  a free  government  has  produced 
the  reality  of  a devouring  tyranny. 
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Languedoc — Grijfoles. — Cottages  without  glafs,  and  fome  with  no  other 
];<rht  than  what  enters  at  the  door. 

Teuton]}. — A year’s  earnings  about  300  liv.  13I.  2s.  6d.  meet  women  com- 
in  or  from  market  with  their  fhoes  in  their  bafkets ; it  reminds  me  of  Ireland. 

To  Bagnere  de  Lucbon. — Live  upon  buck- wheat,  either  made  into  bread  or 
boiled  in  milk. 

Narbonne. — A field  full  of  gleaners.  Mod  of  the  women  in  this  country 
are  without  dockings,  and  many  of  them  without  fhoes. 

Pinjan. — The  labourers  here  work  very  hard,  three  men  have  been  known 
to  mattock  up  as  much  land  in  a day,  as  one  man  and  a pair  of  oxen  ploughs, 
but  they  live  well ; when  they  work  hard  have  always  three  bottles  a day  of  good 
wine  'y  I tailed  and  found  it  flrong  and  full  bodied,  and  by  turning  to  the  table 
of  labour  it  will  be  feen  that  the  price  is  high. 

Guienne — Leyrac. — They  are  in  this  rich  country  on  the  Garonne  very 
much  at  their  eafe,  make  four  meals  a day,  eat  meat  and  drink  wine. 

Poitou — Verac. — A man  makes  four  pair  of  fabots  a day,  is  pak^yi  a pair, 
theylaft  from  two  weeks  to  fix  months,  coil  10 f to  1 §f. 

Tourain — Tours. — Rent  of  two  chambers  for  a workman  24  liv. 

Picardy — Calais A cellar  is  not  to  be  hired  under  100  liv.  a year. 

Rouen. — The  poo  re  ft  cellar  80  liv.  one  room  120  liv.  a poor  man’s  houfe 
300  liv. 


Normandy — Tvetofi — -Very  poor  houfe  for  100  liv. 

Havre. — The  pooreft  room  or  cellar  60  liv. ; when  cyder  is  to  be  had  if 
is  ufuaily  2 f.  the  bottle,  but  when  it  fails  they  drink  water,  and  as  cyder 
a moft  uncertain  crop  in  Normandy  as  well  as  in  England,  we  may  judge  how 
much  more  beneficial  a dependance  on  beer  is ; the  breakfaft  of  the  poor  here 
is  bread  and  brandy  ; bread  and  cheefe  at  Byf  the  lb.  for  dinner  ^ and  for  flip- 
per a piece  of  bread  and  an  apple  ; but  on  Sunday  a piece  of  meat  of  the  worft 
joints  at  6f.  the  lb. 

Falaife. — Live  very  badly,  much  of  the  bread  is  barley  and  buck- wheat,  and 
many  have  nothing  elfe  but  this  and  water,  unlefs  cyder  happens  to  be  very 
cheap ; their  fuel  what  wood  they  can  fteal. 

Caen. — Houfe-rent  80  liv.  to  100  liv.  in  the  country7  30  liv.  to  50  liv. 

I/igny. — Sheep  from  two  to  fix  with  their  their  fore-legs  tied  together  by  a 
line,  led  by  a woman,  with  many7  fo,  feeding  in  the  fields ; I clafs  this  article 
here,  as  I cannot  conceive  any  fuch  management  to  belong  to  the  graziers,  but 
the  poor  people  who  attend  them  in  the  road  and  pay  for  them  in  the  fields. 

Bretagne Pont  Oiyin  to  Doll. — The  poor  peole  live  upon  buck- wheat 

bread,  or  made  into  thin  cakes,  which  fell  at  1 f f the  lb.  while  common  bread  is 
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2 1 f they  alfo  eat  it  mixed  into  pottage  $ no  potatoes  in  the  country,  as  the 
people  will  not  touch  them. 

Morlaix  to  Brefi.* — The  people  of  the  country  are  all  dreffed  in  great 
trowfer  like  breeches,  many  of  them  with  naked  legs  and  mod  with  wooden 
fhoes  ; the  women  feemed  from  their  perfons  and  features  to  be  harder  worked 
than  horfes. 

Amy  to  Vannes Pafs  many  cabins  almod  as  bad  as  the  word:  Irifh,  a hole 

at  the  corner,  by  way  of  chimney,  and  no  windows. 

Nantes . — The  cheaped  room  40  liv.  a year. 

Anjou — Angers .. — The  poored  houfe  to  be  had  entire  is  1 2 louis  a year. 

Llboeuf. — In  the  country,  houfe  rent  40  to  4^  liv.  but  more  in  town. 

La  Roche  Guy  on. — IToufe-rent  20  to  40  liv.  but  in  general  fifed  at  a few  fols 
a year,  mod  are  hewn  out  of  the  chalk  rock  ; potatoes  8 f.  the  boif.  8 th.  of  a 
feptier  j apples  1 and  2 f ditto ; this  year  cyder  1 2 liv.  the  muid,  4 liv.  with- 
out calk ; milk  4/I  the  P.  pint ; the  cows,  horfes,  and  affes  of  the  poor  taken  into 
the  duchefs’s  meadows  from  the  id  of  Oft.  to  the  id.  of  March,  at  $J  each. 

Is n e of  France — Nangis . — Milk  2 If.  the  Paris  pint ; houfe-rent  2 louis, 
all  have  cows,  which  they  feed  on  roads  and  commons ; Monf.  de  Guerchy 
finds  them  cows  at  6 liv.  each,  and  half  the  calf. 

Lorain  e — Pont  a Mouffbn . — Some  few  of  the  poor  are  without  a cow,  but 
in  general  not ; many  are  proprietors  of  their  houfe  and  gardens ; rent  in  a 
village  30  liv.  for  a houfe,  50  liv.  with  a garden,  but  without  any  other  land. 

Auvergne — Clermont. — In  the  mountains  rent  12  liv.  without  land. 


Dauphine — Loriol. — Potatoes  40 f.  the  100  lb. 

Provence — Lour  d’ Aigues. — The  poor  are  in  far  better  circumdances  in  the 
mountains  than  in  the  plains  ; here  they  are  miferable,  eat  only  rye  bread  quite 
black  and  onions  ; all  the  foundations  and  collections  for  the  poor  at  Aix  amount 
to  150,000  liv.  a year. 

Lyons. — A room  fora  manufacturer  200  to  300  liv.  and  houfe-rent  of  all 
forts  very  dear ; 20,000  people  are  now  (1790)  darving,  yet  charities  of  all 
forts  do  not  amount  to  lefs  than  million  of  livres  a year.  A Philanthropic  So- 
ciety has  fabfcribed  10,000  louis  d’or  for  fupporting  the  poor  ; three  years  ago 
150,000  liv.  were  fubfcribed  in  order  to  provide  beds  enough  in  the  hofpital 
to  have  all  the  poor  lye  tingle,  and  foon  after  400,000  liv.  to  fupport  the  poor 
out  of  employment,  becaufe  the  crop  of  iilk  failed,  and  lad  year  250,000  liv. 
more  for  the  fame  reafon. 


It  was  not  long  after  the  feizure  of  the  eccleiladical  edates,  that  the  National 
Aflembly  publicly  declared,  they  would  confider  the  care  of  the  poor  as  one  of 
their  primary  duties.  They  appointed  alfo  a committee  of  mendicite , whole 
bufinefs  was  to  inquire  into,  and  report  to  the  Aflembly,  the  date  of  the  poor, 
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and  their  opinion  of  the  befl  means  of  extinguifhing  indigence  in  France.  Of 
this  committee  the  Duke  of  Liancourt  was  chairman.  In  their  third  report, 
they  Rate  to  the  AfTembly  the  heads  of  thofe  proportions  which  they  thought 
neceflary  to  form  the  bafe  of  a decree  for  that  purpofe.  The  committee  examine, 
in  this  report,  the  idea  of  eflablifhing  a poor’s  rate,  and  with  great  wifdom  abfo- 
iutely  rejedt  it.  In  their  fourth  report,  they  Rate  the  mifchiefs  of  the  Englifh 
fyflem — and  add,  <e  Mais  cet  exemple  eR  un  grand  & important  lecon  Dour  nous : 
car,  independamment  des  vices  qu’elle  nous  prefente,  &d’une  depenfe  monRreufe, 
& d’un  encouragement  neceflaire  a la  faineantife,  el le  nous  decouvre  la  plaie  poli- 
tique de  lWngleterre  la  plus  devorante,  qu’il  eR  egalement  dangereux  pour  fa  tran- 
quillite  & fon  bonheur  de  detruire  ou  de  laifler  fubflfler'N — I am  rather  furprifed, 
that  while  they  fee m perfectly  well  informed  of  the  evils  attending  the  mifchiev- 
ous  fyflem  of  England,  they  fliould  adopt  the  principle  of  our  poor’s  laws,  by 
declaring,  that  the  poor  have  a right  to  pecuniary  afliRance  from  the  Rate  ; that 
the  National  Aflembly  ought  to  coniider  fuch  provilion  as  one  of  its  RrR  and 
moR  facred  duties  ; and  that  an  expence,  with  this  view,  ought  to  be  incurred 
to  the  amount  of  50  millions  a year.  I do  not  comprehend  how  it  is  poRible  to 
regard  the  expenditure  of  50  millions  as  a facred  duty,  and  not  extend  that  50 
to  100,  if  neceRity  fliould  demand  it — the  100  to  200 — the  200  to  300 — andfo 
on  in  the  fame  miferable  progreflion,  that  has  taken  place  in  England.  We  have 
found,  by  long  experience  in  England,  that  the  more  money  is  expended, 
even  well  and  humanely  expended,  the  more  poor  are  created  $ and  that  the  de- 
gree of  indigence  and  mifery  is  exactly  in  proportion  to  the  afliRance  given  to 
them  by  rates.  The  fame  efledt  would  certainly  take  place  in  France*  the 
expenditure  of  50  millions  would  inevitably  make  100  neceflary.  It  is  in  vain 
to  fay,  that  of  that  50  there  are  30  already  expended  by  hofpitals,  and  flx  T by 
the  clergy ; for  the  committee  themfelves  give  fuch  a detail  of  the  horrors  of 
the  hofpitals,  that  a dependence  on  fuch  charity  will  not  be  among  the  regular 
refourCes  of  the  poor ; and  as  to  the  eccleflaftical  afliRance,  no  families  could 
rely  on  it  as  a matter  of  appropriated  right.  The  cafe  would  be  very  different, 
if  the  National  Aflembly  were  folemnly  to  declare  it  their  duty  to  provide  for 
the  poor,  and  affign  50  millions  for  that  purpofe  ; there  would  then  be  an  uiii- 
verfal  reliance  on  that  duty,  and  that  humanity,  of  the  legiflature ; and  the  con- 
fequence  we  know  by  fatal  experience.  I cannot  but  be  perfuaded,  that  the  poor 
ought  to  be  left  to  private  charity,  as  they  are  in  Scotland  and  in  Ireland,  to  an  in- 
finitely better  effect  than  refults  from  the  rates  in  England.  In  proportion  as  the 
public  interferes,  private  charity  is  wounded,  till  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  comes 
to  be  confldered  as  one  of  the  moft  grievous  evils  to  which  property  is  expofed. 

* citric  me  Rapport  du  Comite  de  Mendicite.  8vo.  1790.  p.  7,  f 'Qnquleme  Rapport,  p.  21. 
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If  fifty  millions  could  be  expended  in  France  without  creating  a dependence, 
the  burthen  would  be  very  moderate ; but  we  are  convinced  of  the  utter  impof- 
fibility  of  fuch  a cafe  ; we  know  that  the  wifefi:  difpenfation  of  money  amongfl 
the  poor,  not  earned  by  induftry,  always  creates  a dependence,  and  confequently 
becomes,  in  fuch  a proportion,  the  origin  of  the  evil  that  is  cured.  For  the  like 
reafon,  hofpitals,  if  well  adminijiered,  are  equal  nuifances  • they  are  attended  by 
a fimilar  e fleet,  and  the  more  that  eifeft  is  lefiened  fey  a vicious  and  cruel  ma- 
nagement, fo  much,  perhaps,  the  better  for  the  benefit  of  the  great  mats  of  poor, 
who  will  not  be  tempted  into  a reliance  on  an  abode  of  mifery,  defpair,  and 
death.  The  expenditure  of  the  poor’s  rates  of  England  is  certainly  not  free  from 
abufes,  but  they  are,  all  things  confidered,  lefs  than  might  reafonably  be  ex- 
pected . They  amount  to  above  two  millions  ilerling,  and  I am  confident,  from 
a long  and  attentive  obiervation  of  their  effects  upon  the  poor,  that  the  mafs  of 
human  wretchednefs  is  quadrupled  by  their  influence  ; or,  in  other  words,  that 
for  one  perfon  made  eafy,  at  the  expence  of  the  public,  four  are  rendered  poor  or 
miferable,  by  depending  on  that  expence,  in  head  of  the  exertions  of  private  in- 
dufiry;  and  when  it  is  confidered,  that  on  a moderate  average  the  amount  of  our 
poor’s  rates  increafes  in  the  proportion  of  near  i oo,oool.  a year,  of  courfe  approach- 
ing rapidly  towards  three  millions,  and  at  the  fame  time  curing  no  evils  that  they 
have  not  created,  what  ought  to  be  thought  of  the  political  (economy  of  our 
government,  which,  intent  upon  trifles,  neglects  this  growing  and  alarming 
evil  ? Had  an  aft  palled  ten  years  ago,  limiting  thefe  afieffments  to  the  average 
of  the  lalt  feven  years  (a  meafure  I urged  in  print  for  more  than  ten  years  paft), 
it  would  have  faved  half  a million  a year  in  expenditure,  and  four  times  that 
amount  in  the  prevention  of  poverty  and  differ efs.  What  has  fatally  obtained 
in  England  will  take  place  in  France,  if  the  Englilh  principle  be  adopted, 
namely,  that  the  Hate  is  compelled  in  duty  to  fupport  the  poor;  fifty  millions 
will  be  the  forerunner  of  one  hundred,  and  both  of  them  the  parent  of  increafing 
mifery.  It  is  not  the  Hate,  but  individuals  that  are  bound  ; and  private  charity 
is  indiiputably  the  proper  method.  Foundling  hofpitals  may  be  clalfed  among 
the  molt  mifehievous  inftitutions  that  can  be  effeablifhed  ; for  they  mult  cer- 
tainly encourage  that  vicious  procreation,  which,  from  its  mifery,  does  not  de- 
ferve  the  name  of  population.  From  the  almoffe  indifcriminate  deitruflion  of 
the  children  they  receive,  which  in  France  is  fo  enormous,  that  of  101,000  in 
fixteen  years,  15,000  only  were  in  exiftence  *,  it  might  by  fome  be  thought, 
that  they  do  not  tend  to  increafe  the  people;  but  the  prefervation  of  the  chil- 
dren, fuppofing  them  to  effect  it,  would  not  be  the  principal  operation.  Such 
hofpitals  encourage  marriage,  from  the  certainty  that  the  children  need  not  to 
remain  a burthen  upon  the  parents ; but  when  the  conflict  comes  in  the  mo* 
Rapport  fait  au  nous  du  Csmke  de  Mendidte  des  vifites  fakes  dans  divers  Htfpitaux , Svo.  1790.  p.  27. 
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tlier’s  bofom,  the  feelings  of  nature  will  oftener  triumph  than  the  dictates  of  fo 
infamous  a crime  as  that  of  abandoning  her  offspring  3 and  thus  more  children 
will  be  preferved  than  expofed.  A government  cannot,  by  any  methods,  encour- 
age marriage  without  increafing  the  people  ; for  whatever  tends  to  facilitate 
the  maintenance-of  children,  whether  by  an  increafe  of  induif  ry,  that  {hall  enable 
children  to  fupport  themfelves,  or  by  foundling  hofpitals,  that  remove  the  bur- 
then altogether,  the  efiedt  in  the  end  will  be  inevitable.  And  this  effedt  in 
France  is  of  a moft  pernicious  nature ; for  the  competition  for  employment  be- 
ing already  too  great  to  permit  the  people  to  live  with  comfort,  no  inftitutions 
to  encourage  population  can  take  place  there  at  prefent  without  entailing  mi- 
fery  upon  the  bulk  of  the  nation.  It  may  alfo  be  added,  that  the  encourage- 
ment afforded  by  foundling  hofpitals,  is  an  encouragement  alfo  of  vice  and  in- 
humanity j and  a public  premium  given  to  the  banifhment  of  the  heft  feelings 
of  the  human  bofom. 


Rife  of  P rices. 

Sologne — La  Ferte. — Cattle  of  all  kinds  increafed  in  price  more  than  a 
third  in  one  year.  A cow  from  48  liv.  to  90  liv.  ; a horfe  7 or  8 iouis  to  I2§  $ 
a hog  1 5 liv.  to  30  liv.  It  has  been  owing  to  a want  of  forage. 

Berry — Vat  an. — See  two  good  cart-horfes,  which  were  fold  this  year  for 
20  louis  each  ; and  feveral  farmers  afferted,  that  a horfe  which  three  years  ago 
was  worth  5 louis,  would  now  bring  12. 

Limosin — Limoges . — The  fame  quantity  of  cord  wood,  which  was  fold  15 
years  ago  at  50  liv.  now  fells  at  150  liv.  Land  greatly  railed  in  its  value,  and 


husbandry  doubly  more  productive  than  20  years  ago. 

Languedoc — Bagnere  de  Luchon.' — The  meafure  of  land,  called  the  coperade, 
which  feme  years  fince  fold  at  12  liv.  is  now  at  24  liv.  and  even  30  liv. 

Bayonne . — Within  ten  years,  prices  of  every  thing,  including  houfe-rent, 
very  much  increafed. 

Bourdeaux. — Very  great  increafe  in  the  price  of  every  thing  in  ten  years. 

Isle  of  France — Liancourt, — Within  ten  years,  the  general  expences  of 
living,  bread  alone  excepted,  have  rifen  50  per  cent,  and  labour  nearly  in  the 
fame  proportion. 


Normandy — Maeu?~e. — A houle*  m 1779,  let  without  any  fine,  on  a leaie  of 
fix  years,  for  240  liv.  per  annum,  was  let  this  year  again  for  three  years,  with  a 
fine  of  25  iouis  for  6co  liv.  per  annum.  A cellar  which  is  now  60  liv.  was 
24  liv.  12  years  pail 


Bretagne — Rennes.— Cora  of  wood  16  liv.  101740,  it  was  9 § liv. 
Champagne — St.  Meneboud. — Cord  of  wood  18  liv.  1 of. — but  25 years  ago 
7 liv.  1 o/l 
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Loraine — Pont  an  Moujjon. — The  prices  of  all  the  neceffaries  of  life  rifen 
one- third  in  twenty  years. 

Luneville — Cord  of  wood  now  26  liv.  was  fifty-two  years  ago  9 liv. 

Strafbourg. — Cord  of  wood  27  liv.  which,  twenty  years  ago,  was  12  to  15  liv. 

Fran che  Ccmpte. — Thole  eftates,  which  twenty  years  ago  fold  at  300  liv. 
now  are  800  liv. 

Befanpn- — Dole . — -Meat  now  7/I  the  pound— fome  years  ago  4 f — A couple 
of  fowls  24 f which  were  12  f — In  general  every  thing  is  doubled  in  price  in 
ten  years.  Do  what  is  this  to  be  afcribed f — To  the  great  increafe  of  population. 
Such  was  the  anfwer  I received ; there  is,  however,  no  manufacture  in  the 
country,  iron  forges  excepted. 

Bourgogne — Dijon. — Every  thing  raifed  in  20  years  cent,  per  cent,  partly 
on  account  of  the  improvement  of  roads. 

Observations. 

There  is  fcarcely  any  circumfiiance  in  the  political  ceconomy  of  France  which 
makes  fo  refpectable  a figure  as  that  of  the  general  rife  of  prices,  which  has 
taken  place  in  the  laft  twenty  years.  This  is  a fure  iign  that  the  mafs  of 
currency  has  con fiderably  increafed,  which,  in  the  cafe  of  that  kingdom,  mult 
neceilarily  have  arifen  from  an  increafe  of  induitry.  We  know  that  taxes  cannot 
have  been  the  caufe,  as  they  have  not  in  the  fame  period  been  increafed  • or,  at 
lealt,  to  fo  fmail  an  amount  as  to  be  irrelative  to  the  quellion.  The  molt  re- 
markable circumFance  attending  this  apparent  profperity  (for  this  circumitance 
is  ufually  concomitant  with  profperity,  though  not  of  neceliity  flowing  from  it) 
is  the  Fill  miferable  Fate  of  the  labouring  poor ; it  is  rather  a matter  of  Firprize, 
that  the  price  of  labour  has  not  rifen  equally,  or  in  fome  degree  of  proportion, 
with  other  things  ; this  muF  probably  be  attributed  to  the  too  great  populouf- 
nefs  of  the  kingdom,  of  which  I fhall  fpeak  more  particularly  in  another  chap- 
ter. Certain  it  is,  that  the  mifery  which  we  fee  amongF  the  lower  clafles  in 
France  leems  quite  inconFFent  with  a great  rife  in  the  price  of  commodities, 
occaFoned  by  an  increafe  of  induFry  and  wealth  ; and  as  the  price  of  labour  con- 
tinues fo  low  as  not  to  enable  the  people  to  fuppcrt  themfelves  tolerably,  not- 
withFanding  the  rife  of  other  prices,  it  affords  a clear  proof,  as  it  has  been  juF 
obferved,  that  there  is  too  great  a competition  for  employment,  arifing  from  the 
excefs  of  population  in  the  kingdom. 
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chap.  xv. 

Of  the  Produce  of  France. 

/T'SHIS  may  properly  be  corffidered  as  the  great  fjueftion  of  political  ceconomy, 
**“  in  relation  to  the  prefent  ffate  of  kingdoms  there  being  no  circumftance 
in  the  fituation  of  any  people,  whether  it  concerns  their  wealth,  profperity, 
power,  or  refources,  but  what  muff:  depend,  in  a high  degree,  on  the  produce 
of  their  lands.  As  it  is  a fubjedt  which  becomes  every  day  more  interefting  on 
account  of  the  abufes  generated  by  the  complex  fyffem  of  modern  taxation,  it 
has  naturally  put  politicians  upon  comparing  the  productions  of  a kingdom,  and 
the  contributions  of  the  people,  with  the  neceiiities,  or  rather  vices,  of  their 
government.  It  is  well  known,  that  this  proportion  was  fought  for  with  the 
moil  anxious  folicitude  by  the  ceconomijls . They  conceived,  that  produce  ought 
alone  to  bear  all  the  impoiitions  which  the  government  of  any  kingdom  ffiould 
lay  upon  its  fubjedts  ; a dodtrine  equally  ill-founded  and  dangerous,  but  which 
has  been  drelTed  and  decorated  with  fo  much  ability  as  to  have  found  advocates 
in  every  part  of  Europe.  The  conjectures  which  have  been  made  of  the  grofs 
produce  of  all  the  lands  in  France,  are  innumerable.  There  has  been  fcarcely  a 
political  writer  on  the  affairs  of  that  kingdom,  for  the  laft  twenty  years,  who 
has  not  taken  an  opportunity,  perhaps  ill-afforded  by  his  fubjedt,  to  calculate  the 
amount ; but  all  the  accounts  that  I have  feen  have  been  made  on  fuch  infuf- 
ficient  data,  that  it  is  unin  ter  effing  whether  the  imagined  refult  happens  to  be 
near  to,  or  far  from,  the  fadt ; knee  of  fo  many  random  gueffes  it  is  hardly  pof- 
lible  that  all  fhould  be  remote  from  truth.  Of  the  methods  ufed  in  calculating 
the  national  produce  by  various  French  writers,  two  have  been  principally  relied 
upon  ; the  produce  of  certain  taxes,  particularly  the  vingtiemes , and  the  quan- 
tity of  food  eaten  by  the  people.  More  vague  foundations  could  hardly  have 
been  fought  or  deviled  ; the  taxes  were  laid  with  fo  little  regard  to  a fair  propor- 
tion, the  exemptions  were  fo  numerous,  and  abufes  fo  univerfal,  that  the  po- 
lition  of  the  ftars  might  almoft  as  well  be  reforted  to  as  a political  guide.  The 
confumption  of  bread  is  aimoff  equally  unfatisfadlory  in  a kingdom,  where 
wheaten  bread  is  not  probably  eaten  by  half  the  people  j and  where  chefnuts, 
maiz,  harricots,  and  other  legumes,  form  principal  objedts  of  confumption. 
But  if  this  difficulty  were  gotten  over,  in  which  there  are  no  data  that  delerve 
a moment’s  attention,  we  muff  alfo  take  into  the  account  the  confumption  of  the 

-A. 

earth’s  produdts,  in  meat,  butter,  cheefe,  liquors,  fuel,  timber,  and  all  the  va- 
riety of  objedts  that  adminiffer  to,  or  are  confumed  by,  manufactures,  commerce, 
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and  {hipping.  However,  though  we  have  every  reafon  imaginable  to  believe, 
that  Rich  data  are  abfolutely  infudicient  for  calculating  the  produce  of  a king- 
dom like  France,  yet  jufcice  ought  to  be  done  to  the  authors  who  have  given 
attention  to  a fuhjeCt  of  fo  much  utility.  Accuracy  was  not  to  be  attained  by 
ing  any  methods  ; but  it  mufl  be  confefied,  that  thofe  which  they  adopted, 
though  not  applicable  to  the  ends  they  had  in  view,  gave  rife  to  important  dif- 
quifitions  ; and  we  owe  to  their  labours  fome  facts  truly  ufeful,  and  many  ob- 
fervations  deferving  attention.  The  extreme  difficulty  of  forming  the  calcu- 
lation in  a fatisfactory  manner,  appears  clearly  from  the  attempts  that  have  been 
made  by  min  lifers  at  the  head  of  the  national  finances,  and  consequently  pofiefied 
of  every  opportunity  which  power  could  confer,  to  acquire  whatever  knowledge 
they  fought ; yet  the  ideas  have  been  as  vague  and  unfatisfaetory  as  thofe  of  fpe- 
culatiifs,  who  have  been  devoid  of  fuch  advantages.  It  fhould  feem,  that  it  is 
not  in  the  bureau  or  the  clofet,  that  data  for  this  calculation  are  to  be  fought ; 
hut  that  he  who  would  know  what  the  lands  of  a kingdom  produce,  fhould  view 
and  examine  them.  It  would  be  madnefs  in  a traveller  like  myfelf  to  pretend 
that  it  is  poffible  to  give  a true  effimate  of  the  productions  of  a kingdom  from 
viewing  but  a part. of  it : I know  the  difficulties  and  hazard  of  the  undertaking  too 
well  to  have  any  fuch  pretentions ; and  all  I would  afiume,  is  nothing  more  than 
the  probability  that  my  effimate  of  the  part  I faw  is  not  greatly  removed  from 
faCt.  Thirty  years  experience,  I hope,  have  contributed  to  enable  me  to  form 
more  than  a vague  conjecture  of  the  products  of  any  country  that  I view  with 
attention  ; and  when  it  is  confidered,  that  my  journies,  in  almofc  every  direc- 
tion, amount  to  feveral  thoufands  of  miles,  there  will  not  appear  to  be  any  great 
hazard  in  fuppofing,  that  the  average  of  fuch  a portion,  corrected  on  reflection 
and  from  information  relative  to  the  parts  not  feen,  cannot  be  very  far  diftant 
from  the  real  one  of  the  whole  kingdom. 

To  purfue  this  inquiry,  I fhall  divide  France  not  into  generalities,  which 
have  no  longer  any  exiflence,  nor  into  departments,  which  are  yet  hardly  in 
exiflence,  but  into  diflriCts  relatively  to  their  foil,  according  to  the  map  which 
is  annexed  to  the  chapter  of  foils. — The  method  by  which  I made  the  eflimate 
is  this  : in  viewing  the  country,  I combined  thofe  circumflances  which  flrike 
the  eye  in  regard  to  foil,  crops,  proportion  of  thole  crops  of  vines,  of  wood, 
and  wafle,  with  the  courfes  and  the  products  of  all  forts  by  information ; and 
from  the  whole  deduced  the  concluiion  of  what  I conceived  was  the  annual 
produce  ; and  at  each  flage,  or  refling-place,  flruck  the  average  of  the  preceding 
ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty  miles,  wich  were  afterwards,  in  fome  in  fiances,  thrown 


into  divifions,  by  calculating  the  average  of  larger  diflriCts  of  country.  I give, 
in  another  chapter,  the  produce  of  corn,  and  price  per  acre  at  which  the  culti- 
vated parts  of  tlie  diflriCts  I travelled  through  are  let  and  fold ; but  the  reader 

will 
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will  carry  in  his  mind,  that  the  prefent  view  of  the  produce  of  the  kingdom 
has  nothing  in  common  with  what  is  juft  mentioned 3 for  the  objedt  here  in 
contemplation  is,  the  average  product  of  all  forts  of  land,  heath,  rock,  man'll, 
and  mountain,  as  well  as  cultivated  fields  3 tracks  of  which  it  is  in  vain  to  de- 
mand the  produce,  fince  not  one  inhabitant  in  a thoufand  ever  thought  of  them 
with  any  fuch  view : in  countries  where  agriculture  is  fo  ill  underftood,  and 
where  the  peafants  are  fo  little  enlightened,  a traveller  will  come  out  of  a pro- 
vince as  ignorant  as  he  entered  it,  if  he  has  no  other  means  of  information , 

Northern  Ditrict  of  Rich  Loam. 


Contains  the  Provinces  of  Flanders , Artois , 

Picardy , 

Normandy , 

and  the  IJle  of 

France. 

Produce  per  j 

Produce  per  : 

Produce  pgr 

Vicinity.  Miles. 

Eng.  acre. 

<! 

M • 

O 

V-*  * 

ft- 

‘*'<N 

• 

Miles, 

. Eng.  acre. 

Vicinit. 

Miles. 

Eng.  acre. 

To  Amiens, 

95 

39s* 

Pontoife, 

30 

39s' 

Dunkirk, 

18 

7 or. 

Clermont, 

40 

43 

Dammartin, 

22 

60 

Calais, 

25 

22 

To  Orleans, 

70 

46 

Villefcoterets 

J 2-6 

55 

5t.  Omers, 

25 

45 

Petiviers, 

25 

49 

Coucy, 

24 

! 

54 

Bethune, 

25 

80 

Malfherbs, 

1 1 

52 

St.  Quintin, 

3° 

43 

Arafs, 

17 

45 

Fontainbeau, 

17 

47 

Cam  bray, 

22 

43 

Dourlens, 

20 

45 

The  Foreft, 

7 

0 

Valenciennes. 

> 

43 

Amiens, 

17 

45 

Yerfaint, 

10 

43 

Orchies, 

16 

120 

Poix, 

15 

36 

Paris, 

20 

52 

Lille, 

16 

100 

Aumale, 

10 

45 

Liancourt, 

3* 

52 

Mont  CaiTel, 

3° 

90 

Neufchatel, 

15 

45 

Vicinity.  Miles. 

Produce. 

Vicinity. 

Miles.  Produce.  1 

Vicinity. 

Miles.  Produce. 

Rouen, 

25 

60s. 

Carentan, 

22 

80  s. 

Magny, 

15 

CO  s. 

Barentin, 

20 

5° 

Voiogne, 

17 

70 

Eccouis, 

*5 

60 

Y vetot. 

1 1 

60 

Gace, 

IO 

60 

Rouen, 

20 

6oi 

* 

Havre, 

3° 

60 

Bernay, 

25 

32 

Tote, 

17 

i 

5° 

Pont  au  deMer, 

,20 

60 

Bonterode, 

17 

80 

Dieppe, 

J7 

S3 

P ntl’Aveque, 

20 

70 

Elbceuf, 

7 

60 

Nangis, 

45 

53 

Lifimx 

6 

80 

Rouen, 

10 

16 

Meux, 

23 

40 

Caen, 

27 

75 

Lonviers, 

17 

3° 

Ditto, 

10 

80 

Bayeux, 

15 

50 

Vernon, 

*5 

55 

Miles,  1220. Avera 

ge  produce,  2I. 

13s.  9?d. 

There  is  not  the  fame  difficulty  in  calculating  the  produce  of  this  track  of 
rich  land,  as  in  fome  other  provinces,  where  the  foil  is  much  more  various. — 
Bad  hufbandry  and  fallows  occaiion  a,  much  greater  deduction  here,  than  infe- 
feriority  of  foil.  No  particular  re  Tons  induce  me  at  prefent  to  lower  this  e Pa- 
rnate, excep,  perhaps,  the  forefts  of  Chantilly  and  Villefcoterets,  may  net 
have  been  crofted  in  fuch  directions  as  to  allow  fufficient  deductions  3 but  of 
this  1 am  in  doubt.  Coniidering,  however,  the  number  of  forefts  which  are 
within  thefe  limits,  which  1 did  not  pafs,  I am  inclined  to  make  the  further 
allowance  of  3s.  9fd.  and  fet  down  this  average  product  at  2I.  10s. 

3 N Plain 
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Plain  of  Alface » 

Miles.  Produce.  Miles,  Produce* 

Strasbourg,  - 22  - 70 s.  Colmar,  » 12  50  s, 

Schdeftadt,  - 25  - 60  Xienheim,  - 25  - 45 

Miles,  84. Average  produce,  2I.  x6s.  8 id. 

Much  of  this  diftridt  is  not  fo  rich  as  a great  part  of  the  former  ; but  the  foil 
within  thefe  limits  more  equal — and  of  courfe  not  fuch  deductions  on  account 
of  foreft. 

The  Limagne. 

Riom  to  Izoire.  Miles,  20.- Average  produce,  5I. 

This  celebrated  volcanic  vale  is  very  narrow  $ and  in  this  eftimate  nothing  is 
included  but  the  mere  vale : if  the  Hopes  were  to  be  included,  the  produce 
would  not.  be  more  than  45  s.. 


Plain  of  the  Garonne .. 


Miles..  Produce,  j 

Miles. 

Produce. 

Miles. 

Produce,, 

In  Quercy, 

9°r 

6 or. 

Leitour, 

5 

60s. 

Tonneins, 

8 

I2JY 

To  Pyrenees, 

103 

50 

Leyrac,, 

*7 

80 

Reolle, 

22.. 

IOO 

Fleuran, 

14. 

50 

Aguilion, 

17 

85 

Bourdeaux, 

15 

60 

Miles,  29 1 .—Average  produce,  3I.  3s.  3?d. 


As  this  route  carried  us  very  much  on  the  banks  of  the  Garonne,  one  of  the. 
richeft  vales  in  the  world,  though  not  wide,  I am  not  inclined  to  rife  this  efti- 
mate on  account  of  the  immenfe  vineyards  of  the  Pays  de  Medoc,  &c.  which 
fhould.be  done,  if  I had  not  pretty  much  extended  the  diftridf,  as  may  be  feen 
on  the  map..  Not  having  vifited  the  Bas  Poitou,  another  rich  track,  which 
may  be  claiied  with  the  above  mentioned,  I am  unable  to  give  any  other  effcL- 
mate  than  I was  favoured  with  by  an  intelligent  gentleman,  who  apparently 
knew  it  very  v/ell ; he  allured  me,  that  the  moil:  exact  calculation  of  its  pro- 
duce was  50  liv.  per  arpent  de.  Paris  :■ — this  is  zl.  10s.  pd.  per  Englifh  acre. 

Oof e rmations. 

In  thefe  parts  of  France  j which  are  undoubtedly  the  richeft,  the  produce  is 
very  much  beneath  what  it  would  become  with  a more  enlightened  practice. — *■ 
Flanders,  part  of  Artois,  Alface,  the  vale  of  the  Garonne,  and  the  Limagne  of 
Auvergne,  are  the  only  diftridts-of  the  kingdom  where  fallows  are  banilhed  °3  and 
the  great  products  of  thofe  territories  fhew  the  prodigious  confequence  of  this 
improvement.  They  form,  however,  but  a frnall  portion  of  the.  di  vifi  on  of  the 
kingdom  which  we  are  coniidering  at  prelent  j the  arable  part  of  the  reft  is  uni- 
formly applied  in  the  barbarous  courfe  of,  1,  fallow  ;■  2,  wheat  - 3,  fpring  corn  $ 
the  products  are  confequently  much  inferior  to  what  they  ought  to  be  ; and  the 
number  of  horfes  much  greater,  Confiderable  tracks  are  in  open  fields,  and 

/hackled- 
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(hackled  with  the  rights  of  commonage,  and  prefcribed  rotations.  As  the  Na- 
tional Aifembly  has  palled  a decree  againft  inclofures,  and  there  are  no  fa  eh 
methods  known  in  France  to  effedt  the  allotment  of  open  fields,  as  we  practife 
fo  beneficially  in  England ; and  as  power  in  that  country,  under  the  new  con- 
futation, refides  very  much  in  the  people,  we  may  take  for  granted,  that  fuch 
methods  will  either  not  be  adopted  at  all,  which  is  the  mofl  probable,  er  at 
leaf!  very  flowly  and  incompletely.-— In  whatever  manner  the  improvement  is 
introduced,  and  by  whatever  preparatory  Reps,  it  is  certain,  that  the  manage- 
ment of  thefe  diftridts  muft  be  very  much  changed,  before  they  can  be  made  to 
yield  a produce 'adequate  to  the  great  excellency  of  the  foil. 


DisTsicT  of  Heath. 


Contains  the  Provinces  of  Bretagne , Anjou , Parts  of  Normandy , and  Guienne 

and  Gafcoigne . 


Miles. 

Produce.  1 * 3 

Miles. 

Produce. 

Miles.  Produce 

Carentan  to  Per- 

Mountaban, 

20 

45*. 

Faou, 

IO 

17*. 

ry, 

10 

Bor. 

Broons, 

12 

40 

Chateaulin, 

IO 

23 

Coiuances, 

10 

5° 

Lamba'le, 

17 

32 

Quimper, 

15 

13 

Avranches 

30 

5° 

St.  Brieux, 

12 

40 

Rofpolin, 

I 2 

20 

Pont  Orfin, 

10 

5° 

Gu  ingamp. 

17 

30 

Quimperlay, 

15 

19 

Doll, 

10 

45 

Belleifle, 

12 

40 

L’Orient, 

12 

26 

Hede 

18 

20 

Morlaiz, 

20 

35 

Hennebon, 

7 

3° 

Rennes, 

13 

35 

Breft, 

34 

30 

Auray, 

17 

13 

Vanes, 

10 

14 

Savanel, 

15 

28 

Duretal, 

30 

40 

Mufi  iac. 

15 

24 

Nantes, 

20 

15 

Guercefland, 

17 

2 6 

La  Roche  Ber- 

Ancenis 

22 

75 

Le  Mans, 

10 

8 

nard, 

10 

13 

St.  George, 

17 

80 

Allencon, 

30 

40 

Auvergnac, 

20 

28 

Ditto, 

5 

5° 

Nonant, 

16 

36 

St.  Nazaire, 

18 

40 

Angers, 

10 

33 

Miles,  608.* 


-Average  produce,  il.  14s.  9fd. 


Guienne  and  Gafcoigne . 


Miies.  Produce. 
Ba.gnere  de  Lu- 
cnon  to  Mon- 


re]  eau  3 


18 


20  s. 

30 

40 


Miles. 

Produce. 

Miles. 

Prodsce. 

Navarens, 

22 

45*. 

St.  Severe, 

15 

40*. . 

St.  Palais, 

15 

40 

Piaifance, 

35 

45 

Anfpan, 

14 

18 

Beek, 

17 

45 

Bayonne, 

I 2 

20 

Auch, 

14 

45 

T artafs, 

40 

1 6 

Bagnere  Bigore,  25 
Pau,  32 

Miles,  259. Average  produce,  il.  13s.  9d. 

I have  not  much  appreheniion  that  my  eflimate,  of  the  lands  in  thefe  pro- 

vinces through  which  my  route  led  me,  is  materially  erroneous  ; but  there  is 
great  reafon  to  doubt,  whether  the  tracks  I travelled  through  be  fimilar  to  the 
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provinces  at  large.  I have  very  little  doubt,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  road  con- 
dueled  me,  both  in  Bretagne  and  Guienne,  through  a track  fuperior  to  the  ave- 
rage of  thofe  countries.  1 was  informed  of  fome  immenfe  heaths  in  Bretagne, 
which  had  fcarcely  a houfe  in  ten  leagues ; and  from  the  communication  of  a 
nobleman,  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the  province,  I have  traced  in  the  map 
a large  track,  in  which  the  cultivation  is  quite  inconiiderahle — of  fuch  didridts 
I faw  little.  And  in  Guienne,  the  landes  of  Bourdeaux  have  been  notorious, 
and  almod  proverbial,  for  fome  centuries.  I have  been  allured,  that  they 
do  not  contain  lefs  than  300  fquare  leagues,  or  1,468,181  Engl-ifh  acres.  It 
mull  not,  however,  be  imagined,  that  all  thefe,  or  nearly  all,  are  wade ; 
for  the  greater  part  is  covered  with  pines  that  yield  from  15s.  to  20s.  an 
acre.  Much,  however,  is  really  wade  and  deferves  the  French  appellation,, 
lande . This  immenfe  didribt  probably  occupies  about  one-fixth  part  of  all 
I have  marked  of  Gafcoign ; five-fixths  at  the  average  noted,  of  il.  13s.  gd. 
and  one-fixth,  three-fourths  at  15s.  and  one-fourth  at  2s.  6d.  being  mere 
wade; — the  medium  of  this  dxth,  therefore,  is  ns.  iod. ; or,  for  the  whole,. 

il.  1 os.  id. The  proportion  of  wades,  in  Bretagne,  is  not  well. afcertainedj 

I was  adiired,  on  no  mean  authority,  that  two-fifths  of  the  whole  pro- 
vince are  uncultivated ; and  by  a very  intelligent  nobleman,  that  even  of  39 
parts,  24  are  lande , which  amounts  to  three-fifths.  And  the  author  of  the 
Conjiderations  [ur  le  Commerce  de  Bretagne , who  knew  it  well,  fays,  p.  30,  that 
one-third  of  it  is  in  that  date.  That  part  I vifited,  is  not  the  word ; yet,  from 
what  I faw,  I can  eafily  credit  there  are  three-fifths  in  that  date.  Anjou  and 
Maine  are  equally  noted  for  the  immenfity  of  their  heaths  f bruyeres J,  which  are 
reported  to  extend  60  leagues  at  one  place.  In  going  from  La  Fleche  to  Tour- 
billy,  I faw  more  than  in  any  other  quarter,  but  heard  fo  much  of  them  from 
perfons  I could  depend  upon,  that  I am  clear  my  own  notes  of  the  country  I 
paffed  through  go  a good  deal  beyond  the  fair  average  of  the  whole : a confidera- 
tion  which  will  induce  me  to  calculate  the  three  provinces  of  Bretagne,  Anjou, 
and  Maine,  with  that  part  of  Normandy  not  included  in  the  rich  loam  divifion, 
at  28s.  It  would  fwell  thefe  papers  too  much,  to  fpecify  all  my  reafons  for  this 
edimation,  which  I have  not  made  without  duly  adverting  to  various  circum* 
dances  that  affebt  the  produce  in  different  quarters  of  thefe  provinces*. 


Qbfer  vat  ions. 

One  pound  eight  drillings  average  produce  of  all  the  lands  of  Bretagne,  Anjou, 
Maine,  and  a confiderable  part  of  Normandy,  fome  of  which  territories  poffefs 
lingular  advantages,  evidently  marks  the  miferable  date  of  agriculture.  I am 
within  bounds,  when  I offer  the  opinion,  that  the  whole  of  this  didribt,  con- 
taining above  fifteen  millions  of  acres,  and,  with  great  probability,  twelve  mil- 
lions,- 
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lions  capable  of  Improvement,  might  be  made  to  produce,  on  an  average,  si.  5s. 
per  acre,  without  any  extraordinary  efforts,  were  the  farmers  induced  to  change 
their  methods,  and  adopt  new  rotations  of  crops.  Thus  17s.  an  acre  would  be 
gained  to  the  community,  which,  on  twelve  millions,  amounts  to  10,200,00 ol. 
a year.  Improvements,  on  the  heaths  of  Bourdeaux,  that  is,  in  the  Gafcoign 
diviiion,  are  not  equally  obvious,  becaulb  on  immenfe  tracks  proprietor  re- 
ceives as  much  perhaps  at  prefent  from  pines,  as  he  would  receive  were  the 
whole  in  cultivation.  But  the  difference  to  the  nation  is  prodigious^,  it  is  not 
the  net  income  of  the  landlord  which  makes  a kingdom  profperous  j it  is  the 
grofs  produce  of  the  lands ; this,  on  the  heaths  above-mentioned,  would  be 
trebled,  though  the  landlords  gained  nothing.  But  there  are  on  thefe  heaths 
very  coniiderable  tracks  not  occupied  by  pines,  but,,  on  the  contrary,  left  abfo- 
lutely  waite  ; I paffed  many  of  them  which  were  noticed  in  other  parts  of  this 
work  ; thefe  are  capable  of  as  great  an  improvement  as  the  heights  of  Bretagne  : 
at  prefent,  they  produce  nothing,  but  are  all  capable  of  yielding  from  40s.  to  50s. 
an  acre.  If,  however,  they  were  converted  into  good  fheep-walk  only,  the  ad- 
vantage would  be  very  coniiderable.. 

District  of  Chaek, 

Containing  the  Provinces  of  Champagne,  Cologne,  'Touraine,  Poitau,  Saint  onge,  and' 

Angoumois . 

Arofs  Sologne.  Miles,  5a. Average  produce,  5s.. 

Miles.  Produce.  ^Iiles.  Produce* 

Angoumois. — Cavignac  to  Monlieu,  15.  jls.  6(L  Angouleme,  25  24^ 

Barbefieux,  - 22  24  s.  Yerteuil,  - 27  24 

Miles,  89. Average  produce,  il.  os.  8§ch 

Miles.  Produce.  { Miles.  Produce.  1 Miles.-  Produce. 

Poitou. — Vlvonne,  35  35J.  | Poitiers,  12  2 $s.  j Chateaurauk,  25 

Miles,  72.* Average  produce,  il.  9s.  iofd. 

Miles.  Produce.  Miles.  Produce. 

Tguraine. — To  Tours,  25  40 s.  Amboife,  - ij  4 os, 

Saumur,  10  60  Biois,  - 25  60 

Miles,  77, Ay erage  produce,  2I.  os.  id. 

Miles.  Produce.  Miles.  Produce. 

Champagne. — Near  Meaux  to  Cha-*-  LaLoge,  - 12  ioj. 

teau  Thierv,  30  40 >s..  Chalons,  - 12  10 

Epernay,  - 25  40  Ove,  - - i£  20 

Rheims,  - 15  50  St.  Menehoud,  15  27- 

Miles,  124. Average  prod  ce,  il.  13s, 


I receive# 


I received  no  information  relating  to  the  parts  of  Poitou,  Touraine,  and  So- 
logne,  which  I had  not  examined,  that  gives  me  reafon  to  doubt  of  the  genera! 
refemblance  between  the  different  diftridts  of  thofe  provinces.  I was,  however, 
allured,  that  if  I faw  more  of  Angoumois,  I Should  form  a better  opinion  of 
it  than  from  the  part  I had  viewed  : fuch  hints,  from  perfons  of  obiervation, 
ought  not  to  be  disregarded ; and  will  induce  me  to  fuppofe  the  average  value 
Something  higher,  viz.  il.  4s.— This  province  is  faid,  by  an  author  who  has 
written  upon  it,  to  contain — arable,  437,000  journals  ; — vines,  290,000 grafs, 
1 4 c,ooo  y — woods,  1 07,400  j ; — ebaumes , 8 8 ,000 ; — total,  1 ,067,400.  Befide  for- 
cfts  and  waftes . — W hat  chaumes  means,  diftindt  from  arable  land,  I know  not  y 
unleSs  it  be  arable  left  to  weeds  for  fome  years,  after  being  exhaulted  by 
crops'^.  The  cafe  with  Champagne  is  exceedingly  different: — a very  con- 
siderable portion  of  that  province,  which  I did  not  view,  is  called  Pouilletix , or 
louiy,  from  its  poverty  of  foil— -a  poor  hungry  chalk.  But  my  route,  except 
from  Rheims  to  Chalons,  was  in  the  vale  of  the  Marne,  and  through  the  fined: 
vineyards  of  the  province.  The  provincial  aiTembly  of  Chalons  fent  to  the 
minifiry  a reprefentation  of  the  condition  of  the  whole  province,  in  which  they 
gave  a detail  of  its  products  as  follows 


Extent,  in  arpents. 

4,000,000 

Of  which  wood. 

850,000 

meadow,  - 

1 50,000 

vines. 

100,000 

commons. 

9~,ooo 

vaguey 

i6o,oco 

arable. 

2,643,000 

4,000,000 

Total  grofs  produce,  - 

60,000,000  liv. Or,  per  arpent. 

- 1 5 liv. 

Reprefentations  of  this  kind,  however,  are  rarely  deferving  of  much  attention, 
in  thofe  circumitances  that  concern  the  value  or  income  of  lands,  for  it  is  always 
the  intereft  of  Such  bodies  to  fink  the  value;  and  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  in 
the  prefent  cafe;  as  it  is  impoflible,  that  the  valuation  of  1 ^ liv.  can  be  juft,  if 
there  be  the  quantity  of  vines,  meadow,  and  arable  lands  here  Specified ; Since  thefe 
alone  mult,  in  the  nature  of  things,  produce  much  more  than  60,000,000  liv.  For 
the  vines  at  1 50  liv. — the  meadows  at  80  liv. — and  the  arable  at  no  more  than 
20  liv.  amount  to  79,860,000  liv. — If  the  wood  were  to  yield  no  more  than  10  liv. 
it  adds  8,500,000  liv.  making  88,360,000  liv.  without  reckoning  a iivre  for  the 
reft.  Inftead  of  15  liy.  per  arpent  on  the  whole,  I have  no  hefitation  at  all  in 
calculating  at  25  liv.  which  makes  il.  6s.  3d.  per  acre. 

* Ejj'ai  d’nne  methods  a eiendre  les  Gmnolfances  des  Voyageurs , par  M.  Meunier.  8vt>.  1779.  tom.  1. 
p.  176. 
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Sologne,  5° 

miles,  at  5s.  - 

£.  12  10 

0 

Angoumois,  89 

at  li.  4s. 

106  16 

0 

Poitou,  7I  2 

at  il.  9s.  1 old. 

i°7  9 

6 

Touraine,  77 

at  2I.  9s.  id. 

188  19 

5 

Champagne,  1 24 

atil.  6s.  3d,. 

162  15 

0 

412 

578  9 

11 

Average,  il,  8 s# 


Obfervations . 

The  produce  of  thefe  wretched  provinces,  rifing  fo  high  as  28s.  is,  in  a great 
meafure,  to  he  afcribed  to  vines,  which,  it  is  always  to  be  noted,  is-a  branch  of 
cultivation  better  underflood  than  any  other  in  France,  if  we  may  judge  from 
the  general  fuccefs  that  attends  it.  Without  the  aid  of  the  vineyards,  the  ave- 
rage produce  of  the  chalk  diflridts  w^ould  be  low  indeed..  Nothing  can  be  worfe 
cultivated,,  or  rather  more  negledted.  Sainfoin  is  known,  and  yet  no- life  is 
made  of  it,  comparatively  fpeaking  ; fo  little  underflood,  that  I have  feen  the 
farmers  feduloufly  fummer-fallowing  a field  at  no  flight  expence,  in  order  to  get 
fome  miferable  rye  and  oats,  while  his  adjoining  field  was  abandoned  to  nature,, 
as  not  worth  cultivating.  The  chalk  provinces  contain  16  millions  of  acres  : 
and  the  whole  are  are.  fufceptible  of  a very  eafy  and  obvious  improvement,  to  the 
amount  of  15s.  an  acre,  which,  on  12  millions  only,  would  add  nine  millions 
flerling  per  annum  to  the  wealth  and  profperity  of  the  nation  ; and  would  flill 
be  capable  of  much  greater  improvement,  and  yet  would  be  far  behind  what  we 
are  well  acquainted  with  in  fome  parts  of  England. 


District  of  Gravel, 
Contains  Bourhonnois  and- Never nois . 


Miles.  Produce. 

Autun  to  Luzy,  22  1 5 r. 

Chavanne,.  27  15 

Moulins,  io>  15 

Riaux,,  10  1-2 


Miles. 

St.  Poncrin,  30 

Roanne  to  Moulins,  45 
St.  P.  le  Mont,  iS 

Magny,  - 7 


Miles,  241. Average  produce. 


Produce. 
0.6  s, 

1 5 
12 

30 

ll.  os. 


Julies. 
Pogues,  8 

La  Charite,  8 
Fondly,  9 

Croiffiere,  <17 
6 |d. 


Produce . 

25 

5° 

2S- 


I faw  too  little  of  the  Nevernois  to  judge  of  its  equalizing  what  I remarked 
in  other  fimilar  tracks,  and  therefore  have  given  thefe  products  from  informa- 
tion, on  comparing  them  with  other  dirmdts  I knew  much  better..  There  are 
bo  particular  circumflances  that  make  the  attainment  of  fpmething  approaching 

accuracy 
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accuracy  difficult.  My  information  at  Moulins  was,  that  three-fourths  of  the 
Bourbonnois  are  heath,  broom,  or  wood  ; if  any  thing  like  this  be  true,  I cer- 
tainly am  not  too  low  in  the  eflimation,  but  probably  above  it. 

Obfervations. 

Thefe  mull  be  ranked  among  the  moll  improveable  of  the  French  provinces. 
The  agriculture  that  is  carried  on  here  ( x fallow,  2 rye)  is  hardly  better  than 
that  of  Sologne,  though  the  crops  are  fuperior.  The  whole  country  being  in- 
clofed,  there  is  little  wanted  but  to  change  the  courfe  of  hulbandry,  and  to 
multiply  and  improve  the  breed  of  Iheep.  A farmer,  with  a little  money,  and 
much  fkjll,  would  no  where  make  a fortune  fooner  than  in  the  Bourbonnois. — 
Thefe  provinces,  initead  of  20s.  an  acre,  ought  to  produce  33s.  which,  over 
more  than  three  millions  of  acres,  would  be  an  improvement  of  fome  confeguence 
to  the  nation. 

District  of  Story  Soils. 


Contains  Loraine,  Bourgogne , Franche  Compte,  See. 


Miles. 

Produce. 

Miles.  Produce. 

Miles.  Produce 

St.  Menehoud  to 

Savern, 

49  33s- 

Dole, 

IO  30s 

Metz,  62 

r 

-a-  / 0)  » 

Before, 

28  ,30 

Dijon, 

28 

45 

Pont  a Mouflbn,  1 7 

36 

Beau  me. 

35  25 

Beaune, 

22  8 C 

Nancy,  17 

35 

Befan^on, 

*7  3° 

Mont  Cenis, 

28 

40 

Lunev  ille,  17 

40 

Miles,  • 

1 Orechamps,  12  30 

362. Average  produce,  1! 

Autun, 

. 1 5s. 

20 

l8 

From  information,  on  which  I have  reafon  to  depend,  I am  inclined  to  believe, 
that  the  line  traverfed,  i n there  provinces,  is  a good  deal  richer,  and  more  culti- 
vated than  the  average  of  them ; which  is  a natural  fuppolition,  from  the  road 
leading  very  much  in  vales  by  rivers,  and  by  many  coniiderable  towns  : on  this 
account  it  will  be  proper  to  make  a deduction  of  6s.  an  acre,  and  to  calculate  the 
average  produce  at  il.  9s. — Commons  are  of  immenfe  extent  in  Loraine,  and 
yield  fcarcely  any  thing for  the  cattle  that  are  ftarved,  rather  than  kept  on 
them,  are  attended  with  the  fame  lofs,  want,  and  even  mifery,  which  we  fee 
ro  often  in  England. — 50s.  an  acre  ought,  moderately  fpeaking,  to  be  the  pro- 
duce Gf  thefe  provinces,  in  which  I faw  no  bad  land  or  fo  little,  as  not  to  pre- 
vent any  general  conclufions.  Here  is,  therefore,  a deficiency  of  a guinea  an 
acre  over  15  or  16  millions  of  acres. 

District 
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District  of  Various  Loams* 
Contains  Limojin , Berry , tfjw/  Marche . 


-Acrofs  Berry, 


Miles. 

6o 


Produce. 
3°j 


Mil 


La  Marche  and  Limofin,  13b 


Miles,  190. Average  produce,  il.  11s.  4fd. 


Produce* 

3'2J* 


Thefe  provinces  are  difgraced  by  mife  table  hufbandiy,  though  pofiefiing  the 
advantage  of  a good  climate,  and  a foil  aim  oft  every  where  good.  Even  the 
lands  are  of  a quality  which  well  adapts  them  to  very  profitable  courfes  of  huf- 
bandry,  that  are  here  utterly  unknown.  The  produce,  in  Read  of  31s.  ought  to 
be  50s. — for  the  whole  country  that  I faw  is  inelofed,  and  wants  little  more  than 
a fkilful  variation  in  the  couries  of  crope,  Here  is  a lofs  of  19s.  an  acre  over  fix 
or  leven  millions. 


District  of  Mountain. 

Contains  Auvergn , Daupbim , Provence , Languedoc , See. 


Miles.  Produce.  | 

Miles. 

Produce. 

Miles. 

Produce. 

■Roufiflon, 

56 

301. 

Lodeve, 

36 

Ss- 

Le  Puv, 

15 

2 £S. 

Languedoc. 

Beziers, 

40 

15 

Pradelles, 

20 

20 

Narbonne  to  N imes,  94 

5° 

Carcaffonne 

> 4 c 

40 

Thuytz, 

20 

is . 6 d » 

Pone  du  Gard, 

I 2 

3 8 

Fan]  our. 

16 

3° 

Villeneuve, 

22 

10 

Gange, 

30 

3°  ! 

St.  Martory,  86 

27 

Montelimart 

n r\ 

5 **»  w 

2-S 

Miles, 

507, 

-Average 

produce,  il. 

8s.  6 id. 

Dauphine. 

Miles.  Produce.! 

Miles. 

Produce,  j 

1 

Mile?- 

Produce. 

L’Oriol, 

15 

60s. 

Provence. 

Tour  d’Aigues,  20 

3°A 

Pierelatte, 

15 

6 

Avignon, 

19 

l6s. 

Marfeilles, 

20 

3§ 

Orange, 

20 

28 

Life, 

16 

60 

Cuges, 

21 

25 

Pont  Beauvoifin 

to 

Vauclufe, 

20 

45 

Toulon, 

20 

10 

Lyons, 

46 

35 

Organ, 

12 

60 

Hyeres, 

IO 

60 

Lyonnois, 

Salon, 

*5 

Frejus, 

30 

5 

Les  Arnas, 

17 

30 

St.  Canat, 

20 

28 

Cano, 

22 

5 

Roanne, 

28 

25 

Aix, 

12 

6b 

Nice, 

25 

IQ 

Miles, 

423  *• 

Average  produce,  il. 

8s.  8|d. 

Auvergn.— -Riom, 

20 

30J  { Briude,  1 

7 40 Si  | Fix,  20 

I 

5-i. 

Miles 

> 57*- 

— Average 

O 

produce,  il. 

7s.  8d. 

The  author  of  the  Hijioire  des  Plantes  de  Pauphine , fays,  in  his  preface,  that 
if  that  province  were  divided  into  three  parts,  three-fourths  of  one  would  be 

3 O cultivated  ^ 
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cultivated ; more  than  three-fourths  of  another  mountains,  and  uncultivated  • 
half  the  third  mountain,  and  one-half  in  culture.  I am  inclined  to  think, 
that  thele  notes  do  not  materially  vary  from  truth,  except  in  the  cafe  of  Lan- 
guedoc, which  here  appears  inferior  in  produce  to  what  I conceive  to  be  the 
fad:,  for  tea  foils  too  complex  to  detail  at  prefent.  I have  refleded  on  various 
circumffiances  connected  with  this  qudftion,  and  believe  I (hall  be  well  founded 
in  eftimating  that  province  at  il.  i is.  infiead  of  il.  8s.  6d. 

507  miles,  at  il.  11s.  per  mile.-—  4-23  at  il.  8s,  8|d.— 57  at  il.  js,  8d. 

Average,  il.  9s*  cjd. 

Thofe  of  my  readers,  who  have  travelled  only  through  the  vale,  fo  rich  in 
various  produdions,  that  reaches  from  Narbonne  to  Nifmes;  who  have  viewed 
the  exuberant  fertility  of  the  watered  grounds  of  Avignon  to  Vauclufe,  or  the 
rich  borders  of  the  Rhone  at  Montelimart,  or  the  vale  waflied  by  the  Ifere,  will 
find  it  difficult  to  believe,  that  provinces  which  can  prefent  fuch  pidures  of 
fertility  ffiould,  on  an  average,  produce  no  more  than  what  has  been  fated;  but 
they  ffiould  have  in  their  recolledion  the  proportion  of  the  whole  difirid  that 
is  mountainous.  None  of  the  vales,  through  which  I travelled,  are  of  any  confi- 
derable  breadth,  except  the  vicinity  of  Toulouze.  That  from  Narbonne  to 
Nifmes,  which  is  the  moft  celebrated  for  its  produdions,  is  no  where  more  than 
a few  leagues  acrofs  : mountains  are  every  wffiere  contiguous  ; and  I crofted 
very  extenfive  tracks  of  thefe  that  appeared  to  be  the  leaf:  produdive  of  any 
land  I law  in  France.  The  Vivarais  has  been  extolled  for  its  cultivation ; fome 
vales  and  Hopes  undoubtedly  evince  much  induftry  : but  they  are  ufually  ac- 
companied by  tracks  of  ten  and  twenty  times  the  extent  that  yield  little . I muff 
make  the  lame  remark  on  this  diftrid  of  mountain  that  I have  done  on  fo  many 
other  occafions ; every  part,  except  the  rich  vales,  is  capable  of  great-  and  pal- 
pable improvement.  I examined  the  mountains  between  Gange  and  Lodeve 
with  attention,  becaule  they  appeared  to  be  in  a Rate  of  the  moll  miferable 
negled,  and  the  leaf  produdive  of  any  I law  in  Languedoc  ; and  I am  confi- 
dent they  might  with  great  eafe  be  made  to  produce  four  times  as  much  as  they 
yield  at  prefent , were  they  improved  for  Iheep  only.  A fyftem  of  tillage  is  too 
much  introduced,  by  fmall  proprietors,  on  all  the  mountains  of  France;  they 
dhould  he  tilled  with  no  other  view  than  of  being  prepared  for  grades,  and.  for 
profit  derived  by  means  of  Iheep  and  cattle,  efpecially  the  former.  This  vaR 
portion  of  the  kingdom',  containing  28  millions- of  acres,  might*  with  very 
moderate  exertions  be  brought  to  produce  15  millions  fterling  more  than  at  pre- 
fent; and  Rill,  be  far  from  that  pitch. of  improvement  of  which  it  is  really 
capable*. 


Ge  nek  ax. 
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General  Recapitulation. 

In  order  to  afcertain  the  proportional  areas  of  the  feveral  divifions  into  which 
I have  thrown  the  kingdom,  according  to  the  foil  of  it,  I procured  a copy  of  the 
map  to  he  made  on  a iheet  of  paper  of  equal  and  fimilar  thicknefs,  as  exactly  as 
could  be  chofen ; and  then  cut  out,  with  a fine  pair  of  fciffars,  the  fevreral  divi- 
fions,  which  were  firfi;  weighed  feparately,  and  afterwards  the  whole  together. 
All  France  weighed  413  weights,  equal  to  one-fourth  of  a grain.  The  feveral 
divifions  as  follow : 


The  rich  diftridt  of  the  N.  E.  57  parts  of  413. — The  plain  of  the  Garronne  24.^ 

The  plain  of  Alface  2. — The  Bas  Poitou,  &c.  6. 

*.  * 

Rich  Loam, 

Bretagne,  Anjou,  Maine,  and  part  of  Normandy  48. — Part  of  Guienne  and  Gaf- 
coign  32. 

Heath,  - - - 

Mountain, — containing  Auvergn,  Languedoc,  RoulTillon,  Rouerge,  Provence, 
and  Dauphine.  (Of  thefe  Dauphine  by  itfelf  14.) 

Chalk, — containing  Champagne,  and  parts  of  Angoumois,  Poitou,  Tcuraine,  I fie 
of  France,  Sologne,  &c.  ------ 

Gravel, — containing  the  Bourbonnois,  and  Nevernois 

Stone, — containing  Loraine,  Franche  Compte,  Bourgogne,  and  part  of  Alface, 
Sand,  granite,  gravel.  Hone,  &c.  containing  the  Li  mo  fin.  La  Marche,  Berry,  &c. 


89 


80 


90 

12 

64 

26 
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The  queftion  arifing  from  thefe  propofitions,  is  the  following: — If  41 3 give 
131,722,295  acres,  what  will  be  the  proportional  quantities  of  thefe  divifions 
refpedtively  ?-  The  anfwers  are  thefe  : 


Rich  diftridt  of  the  N.  E. 
Plain  of  the  Garonne, 
Plain  of  the  Alface, 

Bas  Poitou,  &c. 

Rich  Loam, 
Bretagne,  Anjou,  &c. 
Guienne,  &c. 

Heath, 

Mountain, 

Chalk, 

Gravel, 

Stone, 

Sand,  &c. 


Acres.  Acres. 

18*17  9*59° 

7,654,564 

637,880 

i>9I3>64i 

28,385,675 

I5>3°7>128 

10,206,085 

- — 25,513,213 
28,707,037 
16,584,889 
3,82  7,282 
20,412,171 
• - 8,292,444 


Error  in  weighing, 


3°  2 


131,722,71  i 
416 


And 
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Ek 

And  the 

products  of  thefe  divi 

dons,  according  to  th 

e preceding  minutes,  are. 

Acres. 

£• 

j. 

d. 

£■ 

d. 

Rich  Loam,  2.8,385,675 

■—  2 

13 

9! 

- — 

76,345.638  7 

9* 

frieatb. 

25,513,213 

— 1 

8 

9i 

■ — 

36,754,972  9 

6f 

Mountain,  - 28,707,037 

— 1 

9 

9 

— 

42,701,717  10 

9 

Cftalk, 

16,584,889 

— 1 

8 

0 

- — - 

23,218,844  12 

0 

Gravel, 

3,827,2g2 

1 

0 

«— 

3,930,937  n 

1 

Stone, 

20,412,171 

— 1 

15 

0 

— 

35,721,299  5 

0 

Sand, 

8,292,444 

— 1 

1 1 

4f 

12,950,133  11 

3 

13  1,722,7  I £ 

1 

if 

231,623,543  7 

51 

The  meamrement  of  the  Mr 

igdom  here 

given,  includes  its  whole  furface,  ro 

p 4 q . 

rivers,  canals,  towns,  &c. ; wherefore  a deduction  muft  be  made  from  the  total 
area,  and  alfo  from  the  total  produce,  calculated  at  the  above  mentioned  average 
per  acre.  Mr.  Necker  tells  us,  there  are  9000  leagues  of  reads  in  France.  Let 
us  allow  10  toifes  of  breadth,  which  is  not  too  much,  confidering  not  only  the 
great  width  of  the  roads  them felves,  but  the  waile  of  ground  they  occafion  on 
each  fide ; this  will  give  for.  the  whole  228,200  arpents  of  Paris,  or  193,207 
Engliih  acres.  Rivers  probably  occupy  a much  larger  fpace.  If  the  number  of 
acres  be  fuppofed  131,000,000,  and  the  722,711  be  given  up  for  all  thefe  deduc- 
tions, we  poffibly  may  not  be  far  from  the  truth ; as  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that 
forefls,  woods,  heaths,  waftes,  and  commons,  are  included  in.  the  calculation. 


Totals, 

Dedudy 


Acres. 

- 131,722,711  — 

722,711  — 

131,000,000  — «■ 


£•  s' 
1 *5 


d. 

1? 


£■ 

231,623,543; 

1,268,506 

23°>35  5>°37 


In  livres  tourn.  40  5,240,000,000, 

The  next  inquiry,  which  is  not  unimportant,  is  concerning  the  division  o£ 
this  total  produce  into  the  moll  material  articles  that  compofe  it,  fuch,as  wheat 
and  rye;  vines;  wood;  arable  land  in  general ; meadow  and  paflure; — this  is 
a much  more  difficult  inquiry ; for  the  data  an  which  the  calculation  is  to  bev 
made  are  uncertain,  and  aifputed.  By  one  writer  the  lands  in  culture  are 
aborted  to  be  1 1 2,760,000  arpents.  By  another  70,470,000 -f*.  By  a third, 
65,000,000  J.  By  a fourth,  the  arable  is  calculated  at  40,000.000  §.  Another 
makes  60,000,000  of  winter  and  fpring  corn  and  fallow  jf.  Another,  1 8, coo, 000 
of  wheat  and  rye,  as  much  of  fpring  corn,  and  as  much  of  fallow  f[.  The 
authors  of  the  Encyclopaedic  eftimate  the  corn,,  cultivation,  and  fallow, 

* The  Marechal  de  Vauban.  f Apol.  fur  V Edidt  de  Nantes.  J Voltaire.  § Du  Font; 
de  V Ex.  £s?  Imp.  dss  Grains  Soi-iTons.  1764.  p.  150.  If  De  VAmlnift.  des  Finances^  par  M.  Malpart.  - 
8 vo.  1787.  P-31*'  f Reeherches  fur  la  Houilled’  Engrals.tom.  ii.  p.  3.  . 
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&t  50,000,000*.  The  Marquis  de  Mirabeau  makes  the  fame  60,000,000 -ft  > 
in  which  a later  author  J agrees  with  him,  calculating  by  the  confumption  of 
the  people.  Monf.  Dellay  d’Agier,  in  the  National  AiTembly,  calculated  the 
arable  at  7o,ooo,ooo§. — It  is  fufficiently  evident,  from  the  variety  of  thefe  ac- 
counts, that  their  authors  did  not  calculate  on  the  fame  data.  The  common 
confumption  of  bread  com,  by  the  people  of  France,  is  known,  from  many 
obfervations  and  experiments,  to  be  3 feptiers  a head  for  both  fexes  and  all  ages, 
on  an  average.  Now,  if  we  compute  the  people  at  25,000,000  (and  we  cannot 
at  a lsfs  number),  this  makes  75,000,000  of  feptiers,  each  of  2401b.  a French 
weight,  or  342,105,263  Engiifh  bufhels,  at  57 lb.  • If,  therefore,  the  average  : 
produdl  be  1 8 bufhels  per  acre,  there  are  confequently  1 9,005,847  acres  employed 
in  railing  that  quantity  of  bread  corn..  Reckoning  the  feed  at  2f  bufhels  an  acre, 
there- muft  be  allowed  farther  3,006,325  acres ; in  all  22,012,172  acres.  • But 
here  it  is  necefTary  to  remark,  that  many  of  the  people  in  France -eat  but  little 
rye,  and  no  wheat  : in  part  of  Normandy  and  Bretagne,,  they  live  very  much,  , 
though  not  entirely,  upon  buck-wheat.  In  Limofin,  La  Marche,  and  in  part  of 
Languedoc,  they  eat  cheinuts  abundantly;  and  through  the  fouthern  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  they  are  nourifhed  principally  by  maiz.  To  fuppofe,  therefore, 
that  the  quantity  of  land  here  noted  is  all  under  wheat  or  or  rye,  would  be  a grofs  ; 
error.  It  is,  however,  very  probable,  that  thofe  two  products,  with  maiz,  do 
not  occupy  a lefs  extent;  which  calculation  would  let  the  buck-wheat,  millet, 
potatoes,  cheinuts,  &c.  again  ft  that  portion  of  wheat,  rye,  and  maiz  confumed  : 
by  cattle  and  manufactures ; but  this  iuppoiition  has  no  data  for  its  foundation.  • 
There  is  a eoniiderable  export  of  wheat  flour  to  the  Weft- Indies,  but  no  notice 
can  be  taken  of  it  here,  as  the  kingdom,  on  the  other  hand,  imports  largely.— 
About  two- thirds  of  the  arable  lands  in  France,  as  I conjedture  from  reviewing 
the  article  of  courfes  of  crops,  are  under  the  rotation  of  three  years,  viz.  1,  fal- 
low; 2,  wheat  or  rye;  3,  fp ring  corn,  or  fome  other  courfe  ftmilar  in  its  re- 
fill t.  The  other  third  is  made  up  of  a great  variety  of  courfes,  that  cannot  be 

brought  to  a ftandard  for  drawing  any  conclusions,  - In  fome  diftricis,  the  courfe 
is  for  two  years;  but  in  the  greater  part  it  is  for  more  than  three,  • Hence 
we  may  lafely  conclude,  that  the  arable  lands  of  the  kingdom  exceed  rather 
than  fall  fhort  of  thrice  22  millions  of  acres,  or  in  the  whole  66  millions.  I 
Ihould  conceive,  that. they  cannot  be  lefs  than  70.  - The  fallows  amount  to 
15  or  16  millions. 

Vines. 

Notwithftanding  the  aides  and  cuftoms  afford  fome  aftiftance  towards  calcu- 
lating the  confumption  and  export  of  wine,  yet  it  is  very  difficult  to  eftimate  - 
* Tom.  vi.  p.  533.  Folio  edit.  - f Vbeorie  de  Vlmpot.  p.  14a,  - ± Credit  National.  1789.  pi  202.  • 


% Balance  du  Commerce,  1791.  torn.  2.  p.  220,  - 
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with  any  degree  of  certainty,  the  quantity  of  vineyards  in  the  kingdom.  Of 
this  difficulty,  we  may  judge,  by  obferving  the  amazing  difference  in  the  re- 
ports of  French  writers.  Monf.  le  Trone*,  who  appears  generally  very  well 
informed,  gives  1,600,000  arpents  for  their  extent ; this  the  fame  as  the  cal- 
culation of  M.  de  Mirabeau  -f*  ; but  another  writer,  who  publifhed  one  year  after 
only,  calculates  the  quantity  (however  from  very  vague  ideas)  at  18,000,000  j. 
- — Monf.  Lavoifier  fuppofes  the  produce  80,000,000  iiv.  § — The  cecono?niftes , 
of  the  Encyclopaedic,  make  the  annual  produce  500,000,000  liv.  jj.  This,  at 
the  average  produce  of  175  liv.  per  acre  (fee  the  chapter  on  vines)  makes 
2,857,142  acres.  If  we  deduct  from  this  fum  of  500,000,000  liv.  that  of 
40,000,000,  which  is  nearly  the  export  of  wine  and  brandy,  there  will  re- 
main 460,000,000  liv.  for  the  home  confumption  of  France. — 1 f per  diem 
for  25,000,000  of  people,  amounts  to  456,250,000  liv. ; but  I cannot  con- 
ceive that  this  is  an  adequate  allowance,  poor  as  the  lower  claffes  are  in 
France.  Yet  that  the  author  of  Credit  National  has  committed  a grofs 
error,  will  appear  from  confidering,  that  18,000,000  of  arpents  de  Paris, 
which  is  his  calculation,  producing  in  the  proportion  of  175  liv.  per  Englifh 
acre,  amount  to  about  3000  millions  of  livres  ; that  is  to  lay,  nearly  as  much  as 
many  writers  make  the  whole  land  produce  of  France.  I cannot,  however, 
agree,  as  X have  juft  obferved,  to  the  calculation  of  if.  per  diem  for  the  home 
confumption  ; the  number  of  people  in  the  kingdom,  who  either  drink  their  own 
wine,  or  are  provided  with  it  by  their  mafters,  in  both  which  cafes  the  confump- 
tion is  void  of  that  ceconomy  which  always  takes  place  in  a greater  degree  when 
the  commodity  is  bought . muft  render  fuch  a calculation  below  the  truth : for  it  is 
to  be  remembered,  that  the  1 f.  per  diem  is  a mark  only  of  that  quantity  of  wine 
which  if  reprefents  in  the  market;  but  which,  in  fo  many  inftances,  is  neither 
bought  nor  fold.  I met  with  labourers  in  Languedoc,  who  drank  each  three 
bottles  of  ftrong  wine  a day ; and  I faw,  amongft  the  poor,  in  every  part  of  the 
kingdom,  an  appearance  of  a pretty  regular  confumption,  either  of  wine  or-cyder ; 
and  recourfe  was  not  had  to  water,  but  in  cafe  of  failing  crops.  If,  by  calculat- 
ing the  confumption  at  2 f a- day,  I meant  that  fo  much  money  was  thus  expended, 
the  idea  would  be  abfurd  and  extravagant;  but  in  this  cafe,  through  all  the  wine 
provinces,  no  expenditure  takes  place ; an  immenle  quantity  is  confumed  which 
is  neither  bought  nor  fold — and  which,  in  plentiful  years,  has  no  value : money 
is  here  merely  a meafure  of  quantity.  Price  con  fide  red,  the  confumption  per 
head  of  A.\ f at  Paris,  is  twenty  times  greater  than  2.f  for  the  whole  kingdom. 
If  the  reader  be  not  very  careful  in  this  combination,  he  muft  of  neceffity  think 
the  eftimate  high  ; but,  taken  as  a calculation  of  the  real  money-payment,  pro- 

* Dc  P Adminijiration  Provincials  de  P Impoi.  8vo.  2 tom.  1788.  tom.  i.  p.  293. 

-J-  Pbeorte  de  P Impot.  p.  126.  % Credit  National.  8vo.  1789.  p.  106. 

§ Refuliais  dtun  Oievrage  remis  an  Comite  de  P Imp  option.  8vo.  1791.  p.  35.  [{Art.  Grains. 
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bably  would  not  be  near  if  But  the  foil  as  much  produces  wine  that  is  given 
away,  as  wine  that  is  bought.  It  is  like  that  confumption  of  wood  which  the 
poor  make  in  all  countries  by  theft.  When  the  fpace  of  land  occupied  by  vines 
is  the  queflion,  of  what  confequence  is  it  whether  the  wine  be  bought,  given,, 
or  Rolen  ? — Upon  the  whole,  I am  inclined  to  calculate  the  vineyards  of  France: 
at  five  millions  of  acres ; in  which  cafe,  their  produce  will  amount  to 
875,000,000  liv.  and  the  confumption  of  the  people  will  be  under  2 f.  a-head.* — 
The  consumption  of  Paris,  according  to  th & entrees,  amounted  to  36,000,000  liv. 
( See  M.  Lavoifier  Kefultats  d'un  ouvrage,  1791,  p.  43.)  or  near  4 f per  head 
per  diem;  but  this,  as  every  one  well  knows,  was  not  the  whole ; for  it  fup- 
pofes  nothing  for  contraband,  which  probably  was  not  lefs  than  one-eight, 
and  which  would  make  it  nearly  4!  f a head. 

Woods,. 

There  is  as  great  a difference  in  the  calculation  of  the  extent  of  woods,  as  of 
that  of  vines.  The  Marquis  de  Mirabeau  r.eprefents  them  as  30,000,000  of  ar- 
pents*, in  which  another  writer  agrees-fv  But  another  allows  only  6,000,000  i » 
And  a third,.  8,ooo,ooo§.- — Neither  of  the  three  gives  any  reafons  whatever  for 
his  opinions;  confequently  they  may  be  mere  conjectures.  There  are  two  me- 
thods, by  which  fome  approximation  to  the  truth  may  be  gained;  1,  by  the 
maps  of  Cafilni.;  2,  by  the  confumption  of  the  people. — In  examining  the  maps, 
I meafured,  as  accurately  as  poiiible,  the  proportion  of  the  fpace  covered  by 
wood  in  each  map ; and,  from  many  experiments  on  1 40  of  them,  I found  the  fol- 
lowing refult: — but,  it  is  neceffary  to  premife,  I.fuppofe  each  map  to  con- 
tain one  million  of  arpents,,  or  acres ; not  becaufe  they  are  the  real  contents,  but 
merely  to  be  enabled  from  the  total  to  calculate  the  proportion  of  the  whole.  The 
firff  of  the  following  columns  contains  the  number  of  maps,  the  fecond  the  pro- 
portion of  the  furface  covered  by  wood;  and  the  third  the  number  of  acres  of 
wood,  fuppofing  each  map  to  reprefent  one  million  of  arpents  of  country.  Exam- 
ple of  the  find  line;  there  are  three  maps,  in  which  half  of  the  contents  is  wood 
and  confequently,  if  thofe  maps  contain  each  one  million  of  arpents,  there  are. 
1,500,000  arpents  of  wood. 
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* Theorie  de  /’ Imped.  p.  124,  i Plan  d’ Adminift.  des  Finances,  par  M.  Malpart,  8vo,  I7^7s  P5'3^= 
% Credit  National,  p.  1 10.  § M,  Dellay  d’Agier  in.  the  National 
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Hence  it  appears,  that  the  quantity  of  wood  may  (rejecting  the  Fraction)  be 
called  one-feventh  of  the  kingdom ; and  as  there  are  131 ,722,295  acres  in  it,  the 
woods  amount  to  1 8,8 17,470  acres.  Upon  this  refult,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that 
none  but  woods  of  coniiderable  extent  are  marked  in  the  maps ; or  -at  leaft  if 
marked,  have  not  an  extent  fufhcient  to  come  into  Rich  an  eftimation  : hence 
this  method,  of  afcertaining  the  quantity,  is  confeffedly  imperfect:  if  the  maps 
be  tolerably  accurate,  we  are  certain,  that  this  calculation  is  below  the  truth.- — 
The  next  method  of  inquiry  is  by  the  confumption  of  the  people ; I took  fome 
notes  concerning  it,  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  which  will  affift  the 
calculation. 


Confumption. 

Quantity  per  ar.n.  Value.  Paris  cords. 

Dijon,  24,000  fouls,  40,000 
moeul,  which  is,  per  family, 
of  6 fouls,  10  moeul,  130  4 \* 

Riom,  a poor  family,  .80  3 

Clermont,  ditto,  10  cord,  60  2f 

Tour  d'Aigues,  the  pooreil 

family,  60  quintals,  60  2 

Average  of  the  poor  families,  70  2§ 

It  is  here  proper  to  examine  the  confumption  of  Paris. 

From  1731  to  1740,  the  quantity  for  which  duty  was  paid  at  the  gates  was,  on 

an  average  f,  cords,  — 192,362 

In  1748,  voyesj  350,000— — In  1770,  550,000- In  1778,  630,000  J. 

I have  procured  the  following  from  the  bureau. 

In  1784,  veyes3  669,017  In  1786,  voyes,  .602,314  In  1788,  voyes,  608,403 
17  592Ui  1 i787*  584,602  1789,  ' .619,900 

Average  of  the  fix  I.afl  years,  6.12,091. 

Charcoal. 

In  1784,  voyes,  each  of  16  boifeau,  or  5 bufhels  Englifh,  790,100 


5785>  — “ 783,319 

1786,  - — — — — 767,900 

3787,  795,001 

3788,  • — 749,167 

3789,  - — — 687,429 

Average,  762,152 

Equal  to  cords  of  wood  to  form  it,  38,107 

Average  of  both  wood  and  charcoal,  — 650,198 


* Exclufive  of  charcoal.  4 De  la  Lande  des  Canaux  de  Navigation^  p.  -373. 

% Recberches  fur  la  Houille  d'Engrais , par  M,  de  Laille  vault.  i2mo.  1783.  tom.  ii.  p.  21. 

confuption 


Quantity  per  ann.  Value.  Paris  cords. 
Liancourt,  the  pooreft  family,  60  liv. 

. Orechamps,  a little  auberge, 

25  loads,  - 200  7f 

Auxonne,  ditto,  one  fire,  200  7! 

a poor  family,  80  . 3 

Dijon,  a poor  family,  5 1 mo- 
eul at  4 cubical  feet,  71  2f 
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Monf.  Necker  informs  us,  that  the  inhabitants  are  660,000 ; if  we  call  them 
660, coo  families,  the  confumption  will  he  about  10  cords  per  family*  The  Dijon 
confumption  of  wood  only  per  family,  of  ten  moeul,  at  64  cub.  feet,  is  640  feet, 
or  4§  Paris  cords.  The  Paris  confumption  of  both  wood  and  charcoal,  at  140  cub. 
feet  is  1 400  feet.  The  difference  between  thefe  is  not  greater  than  would  be  rea~ 
fonably  expected,  if  we  confider  the  manufactures  of  Paris,  the  vaif  number  of 
great  hotels,  and  its  being  the  centre  of  all  wealth  and  all  luxury.  We  are  far- 
ther to  fuppofe  the  5,709.270  fouls,  inhabitants  of  all  the  to wns  of  France 
(which  is  therefiiltof  the  late  enumeration)  to  be,  exclusively  of  Paris,  1,000,000 
of  families,  and  we  may  allow  them  by  the  Dijon  regifter,  charcoal  included,  five 
cords  each.  To  the  remainder  of  French  population,  viz.  4,000,000  of  fami- 
lies, we  will  fuppofe  300,000,  each  at  four  cords  1 and  3,700,000  at  2f  . 

Cords. 

Paris  at  ten  cords,  — - — — . 687,121# 

Other  towns  at  five,  — 5,000,000 

300.000  country  families,  at  four,  * 1,200,000 

3.700.000  ditto  at  2§,  — - — **  9,250,000 

UBirn.i.r.Me—  i inrg 
16,137,121 

Which,  at  the  average  price  of  30  liv.  * is  484,1 1 3,630  f , or  fteriing  £.  21, 17  9,971  6 3 
W e are,  in  the  next  place,  to  enquire  into  the  produce  of  the  woods  of  the 


kingdom. 

The  following  are  the  minutes  : 

Produce. 

Produce  per 

Produce. 

Produce 

per 

Places.  Yrs. 

growth. 

per  ann. 

Eng.  acre. 

Places. 

Yrs.  growth. 

per  ann. 

Eng.  acre. 

Senar, 

20  

24  liv. 

^.0  16  8 

Metz, 

20  — 

10  liv. 

1S 

O 

Liancourt, 

12  

12  — 

0 84 

Luneville, 

25  — 

3 — 

0 8 

9 

F alaife. 

12  

22  — 

0 1 1 0 

Befancon, 

25  — 

8 — - 

0 8 

9 

Normandy, 

— 

20  

O IO  6 ; 

! Do.  near  Forges,  — 

12  — 

0 12 

9 

Columiers, 

9 — 

20  

I OO 

| Moulins, 

15  — 

3l  _ — 

0 2 

6 

JVI  1 1 

n r\ 

T C 1 

T f\ 

! 

| 

XV Idi  Cclilj 

Braban, 

xu  r 

20  — 

1 5 

s 2 • — ■ 

U iU  u 

0 18  4 

Average, 

17 

13 

012 

0 

It  is  on  this  to  be  obferved,  that  the  fums  here  noted  are  to  be  confidered  as 
net  produce,  or  rent  ; and  that  confequently  the  grofs  produce  is  more  confi- 
derable,  as  there  are  many  expences  to  be  deducted ; thefe  cannot  make  it  lefs 
than  14s.  an  acre,  or  16  liv.  And  in  the  calculations  to  be  founded  on  this  pro- 
duce, no  difference  arifes  from  the  age  at  which  the  wood  is  cut : if  at  20  years, 
it  is  320  liv.  per  acre,  that  is,  twenty  times  fixteen : if  at  100  years,  it  is 
1600  liv.  See. 

Hence  14s.  an  acre  being  the  annual  produce,  it  will  give  30,257,101 

* This  is  the  average  of  the  notes. 

+ Monf.  Lavoifier  calculates  the  produce  of  the  woods  of  all  France  at  120,000,000  liv.  Refultats 
d’un  ouvrage , 1791,  p.  35.  I fhould  probably  be  nearer  the  truth  in  averting,  that  the  confumption  of 
manufactures  alone  amounts  to  this  fum,  than  he  is  calculating  the  total  at  no  more.  The  utter 
impoffibility  of  the  truth  of  his  eftimate,  will  appear  by  the  confumption  of  Paris  only,  being  by  his 
own  account  27,500,000  liv. 

3 p 
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acres  for  the  total  of  France. — Upon  this,  however,  Ibme  ohfervations  arc 
neceffary,  or  erroneous  conclufions  muff  be  the  confequence.— If  it  is  objected, 
that  there  are  many  families  fo  poor  as  to  be  utterly  unable  to  afford  60  or 
jo  liv.  for  fuel ; I grant  it  readily,  but  immenfe  numbers  burn,  though  they 
buy  perhaps  none ; they  ffeal  it  as  in  England,  as  I was  very  generally  in- 
formed ; but  this  mode  of  acquiring  it  does  not  affedt  the  calculation,  fince  the 
wood  is  as  clearly  produced  by  the  foil  as  if  all  was  bought : I am,  however,  of 
opinion,  that  there  are  many  families  too  poor,  and  too  badly  fftuated,  to  be 
able  by  any  means  to  command  fa ch  a confumption.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
if  we  take  into  the  account,  as  we  ought  to  do,  the  vaft  iron  forges  which  are 
fo  numerous  in  Franche  Compte,  the  Limofin,  Loraine,  and  other  provinces  ; 
and  the  very  confiderahle  founderies,  glafs-houfes,  falt-pans  *,  and  other  ma- 
nufactures, which  confume  aftonifhing  quantities  of  wood,  we  lhall  be  inclined 
to  think,  that  many  fuch  deficiencies  are  amply  counterbalanced ; not  forgetting 
confumption  by  houfe  and  Ihip -building. 

Acres  by  the  maps  of  Caffini,  18,817,470. — By  the  Confumption,  30,25^,101. 

Average  of  the  two,  24,537,2^5, 

Which,,  at  16  liv.  per  acre,  is  - 392,596,560  liv. — Qr  fterling,  - £»  17,176,0.99,. 

The  Marquis  of  Mirabeau  does  not  acquaint  us  with  the  data  by  which  he 
calculated  the  quantity  at  30,000,000  ; but  as  it  is  probable  he  went  upon  dif- 
ferent grounds  from  thofe  by  which  I have  calculated,  the  two  refults  may 
poflibly  be  a confirmation  of  each  other. 

Recapitulation, — Arable  lands,  " — 70,000,000  acres* 

Vines,  — 5,000,000 

Woods,  — — - 24,537,285 


99>S37>**S< 

Remains  for  meadows,  permanent  paffures-,  fuch  waffes  as  do 

not  produce  wood,  roads,  rivers,  ponds,  &c.  — — 32,185,426 


Total 


131,722,711. 


A modern  author  4*  has  calculated  the  meadows  at  1 5,000,000  of  arpents,  that: 
is,  at  one-fourth  of  what  he  makes  the  arable  land;  I do  not  conceive,  from* 
the  notes  I took,  throughout  the  kingdom,  that  they  amount  to  one- third  of. 
that  quantity.  The  cattle  of  great  tracks  of  arable  are  fupported  without  any 
meadows,  upon  clover,  lucerne,  &c.;  in  whole  provinces  there  are  none,  except 
on  the  banks,  of  rivers ; and  of  thefe  the  breadth  is  not  confiderahle.  The. 
plough  moves  to  the  water’s  edge  of  the  Marne;  and  wherever  I law  the  Loire, 
the  meadows  were  very  inconfiderable,  and  often  none  at  all.  Chalk  hills 


* The  falins  of  Franche  Compte  and  Loraine  make  750,00©  quintals,  which  cofts  2 liv.  per  quintal 
in  wood  only ; this  is  a confumption  to  the  value  of  2,500,000  liv.  Recherches  & Conjid.  fur  Us 
Fir.an1.-S1  8vo.  1789.  tom.  ii.  p.  163,  f Credit  National,  p.  105., 
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covered  with  wood,  or  gravelly  plains  under  the  plough,  are  found  on  the  Seine; 
much  tillage  on  the  Garonne ; and  vines  and  rocks  on  the  Rhone.  On  the 
Soanne  there  are  large  tracks  of  meadow ; but  thefe  are  found  more  generally 
on  the  fmaller  than  on  the  largefc  rivers,  and,  relatively  to  the  quantity  of  arable 
land,  are  very  inlignificant.  The  fame  author  remarks,  that  the  vineyards  ap- 
pear to  every  one  more  exteniive  than  meadows ; ccnfequently  thefe  do  not 
amount  to  5,000,000  of  acres,  the  fpace  covered  by  vines.  We  have  found 
the  grofs  produce  of  the  kingdom,  by  another  mode  of  calculation,  to  be 


5,240,000,000  liv.  or 

230,516,263!. 

The  details  now  explained 

, give  the  fol- 

lowing  refult : 

Acres. 

French  money. 

Engliih  money. 

Arable  land,  — 

• 70,000,000  at 

40  liv. 

2,800,000,000  liv. 

£.122,860,583 

Vines,  > — - 

— 5,000,000 

*75 

87  5,000,000 

38,225,250 

Woods,  * — 

— 24,000,000 

16 

384,000,000 

16,800,000 

Meadow  and  rich  pafturage,  4,000,000 

ICO 

400,000,000 

17,500,000 

Eucerne,  &c.  

— 5,000,000 

100 

500,000,000 

21,875,000 

Paflures  and- waftes,  — 

23,000,000 

* 10 

230,000,000 

10,062,500 

131,000,000 

40  - 

5,189,000,000 

227,2  93,331 

Hence  it  is  clear,  that  the  latter  calculation,  which  is  made  on  different  data 
from  the  other,  is  probably  a moderate  one.  At  the  fame  time,*  it  comes  as  near 
to  it  as  can  be  expected,  from  iuch  diftindt  variations  in  the  mode  of  eflimation. 
Vines,  meadows,  and  lucerne,  are  the  only  objects  here  that  admit  of  little  im- 
provement; and  it  would  be  well  for  France,  if  their  extent  were  proportioned  to 
their  merit.  The  product  of  the  arable  land  is  doubtlefs  very  much  beneath 
what  it  might  be.  The  product  of  arable,  in  England,  may  be  efti mated,  per- 
haps not  remotely  from  truth,  at  50s.  an  acre,  or  15s.  more  than  France;  which 
makes,  in  70  millions  of  acres,  a difference  of  52,500,000!.  or,  in  French  money, 
1,200,000,000  liv. : and  no  one  fhould  confider  this  as  the  utmoft  term  of  improve- 
ment, fince  it  includes  all  arable  in  England,  great  tracks  of  which  are  very 
ill  cultivated.  By  an  eftimate,  drawn  up  with  much  attention,  the  arable 
land  in  that  kingdom,  at  the  rent  of  15s.  well  managed , yields  an  average  pro- 
duce of  3I.  14s.  yd.  per  acre,  which  is  confiderably  more  than  double  of  the 
French  produce.  Twenty-three  millions  of  acres  of  paflures  and  waftes,  one 
with  another,  at  10  liv.  (more  likely  to  be  too  high  than  too  low  an  eflimate), 
are  a field  for  ample  improvement.  There  are  very  few  of  thefe  not  fufceptible 
of  culture;  but  if  ten  millions  of  thefe  acres  were  made,  as  they  might  be,  to 
produce  40s.  only  an  acre,  the  amount  20  millions  fterling,  would  be  a vait  re- 
lource  to  the  kingdom.  Upon  the  queflion  of  the  value  of  the  grofs  produce  of 

* Monf.  Roland  de  la  Platerie  informed  me,  at  Lyons,  that  in  general  wade  lands  are  fold  for 
one- third  of  the  price  of  woods  ; if  the  produce  be  proportioned,  this  would  make  that  of  waftes  5 or 
* liv.  per  acre  3 but  in  the  prefent  cafe  all  paflures  come  into  the  calculation. 
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France,  the  French  writers  vary  much.  The  Marquis  de  CaiTaux  makes  it 
2,ooo,40o,oooliv.  or  87,5 17,5001.*  Another  late  writer']'*  5,015,500,000  liv.  or 
219,428,125!.  Another^  makes  it  1,780,330,000  liv.  which  is  77,889,437k — 
Monk  deTolozan  makes  it  1,826,000,000 liv.  or  79,887,5ool.§.  And  Monk 
Dellay  d’Agier,  of  the  National  Afiembly,  1,449,200  liv.  |j. — Thefe  calculations 
being  founded  on  no  data  that  confer  any  authority,  admit  of  no  other  merit  than 
that  of  one  conjecture  being  nearer  the  truth  than  another ; but  all  are  little 
more  than  gueffes. 

It  is  eaiier  to  calculate  the  produce  of  France  than  the  rent  of  it,  by  reafon  of 
the  various  modes  of  letting  or  administrating  land.  If  will  not,  however,  be 
far  from  the  fadt,  to  calculate  the  rent  of  the  arable  and  lucerne  at  15s.  yd.  which 
is  the  average  of  my  notes  on  that  fubjedt > the  woods  at  12s.;  the  vines  at  their 
profit  of  8 f per  cent,  on  the  purchafe  45  k ; the  meadow  at  half  produce,  or  50  liv. 
that  is  2I.  3s . crd. ; and  the  paftures  and  wakes  at  2 liv.  which  is  probably  not  too 
low,  as  they  are,  in  fo  many  dikridts,  thrown  into  the  bargain  with  the  adjoining 
lands,  in  which  cafe,  though  they  are  of  effential  confequence  tG  the  tenant  in 
the  produce,  yet  are  they  of  none  to  the  landlord. 


Recapitulation . 


Acres. 

Rent  per  acre. 

Total. 

Arable  and  lucerne,  75,000,000  at 

£•0  1 5 

7 

£-S7>4-37>S°° 

Woods, 

24,000,000 

O 12 

0 

14,400,000 

Vines, 

5,000,000 

3 16 

6 

19,125,000 

Meadow, 

4,000,000 

2 3 

9 

8,7  50,000 

Waites, 

23,000,000 

0 1 

9 

2,012,500 

131,000,000 

0 15 

10 

101,725,000 

While  the  produce  of  land  in  England  is  fo  much  higher  than  in  France,  the 
landlord’s  rent  is  lower  upon  the  whole ; this  is  on  account  of  the  vines,  which 
yield  near  one-fifth  of  all  the  rent  of  France.  If,  by  net  produce,  we  are  to  und-er- 
ftand  rent,  and  if  it  does  not  me  an  that,  I know  not  what  it  can  mean,  the  rent 
has  been  calculated  by  feveral  writers : By  M.  deForbonais®f,at  8oo,ooo,oooliv.  4 


this  is  35,000,000!.  which  is  not  within  two-thirds  of  the  probable  truth. 


Another**,  at  1,794,000,000  liv.  or  78,487,500k  A third  makes  fo  grofis  a blun- 
der as  to  efiimate  it  at  only  23,000,0004* 4*.  A fourth  JJ,  that  it  is  fuppofed  to 


* top' eft  ions  a examiner  avant  /’ AJfemhle  des  Etats  Generaux.  p.  36.  1788.  f jtpologie  fur  F Edict 
de  Nantes.  % La  Subvention  territorial  en  Nature,  par  Af,  Gamier  de  Si.  Julien.  1789.  Svo.  p.  24. 
§ Memoire fur  la  Co'rmnerce  de  la  France.  4X0.  1789.  p.  20.  j|  Balance  du  Goir,merce.-*i~C)\.  tom.  ii. 
p.  220.  ProfpeStus  fur  les  Finances.  1789.  p.  II.  **  Credit  National.  1789.  p.  136. 

Patullo*  s EJfay  on  the  Cultivation  of  Bengal,  p.  5.  Another  work  of  this  author,  Effai  fur  P Amelio- 
ration de  'Terre.  i2mo.  1758,  is  much  quoted  by  French  writers. 

XX  Rf exions  fur  tin  qiiefion  d’ economic  Pol*  par  M.  Varenne  de  Fenille.  8vo.  1790.  p.  24. 
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exceed  1,000,000  liv.  or  43,750,000!.  Monf.  de  Calonfte^,  from  many  com  - 
parifons,  ffates  it  at  1,500,000,000  liv.  or  65,620,000!.  But  what  are  we  to  think 
of  the  political  information  of  the  parliaments  of  the  kingdom,  which  declared, 
that  the  taxes  at  600  millions  exceeded  two-thirds,  and  even  reached  three- 
fourths  of  Verifier  revenu  territorial  de  la  France  ! — By  thefe  exprellions,  they 

ought  to  mean  the  grofs  produce  of  the  foil,  and  therefore  were  not  near  the 
truth  by  five-fixths. 


CHAP.  XVL 


Of  the  Population  of  France . 

A S the  fubjedt  of  population  is  beft  treated  by  an  inquiry  into  the  industry, 
agriculture,  divifion  of  landed  property,  dec.  I {hall  at  prefen t merely  lay 
before  the  reader  fome  facts  collected  with  care  in  France^  that  afford  ufeful  data 
for  political  arithmeticians.  Monf.  L'Abhe  Expiljy,  in  his  Dielionaire  de  la 
France,  makes  the  number  21,000,000.  And  the  Marquis  de  Mirabeau  % 
mentions  an  enumeration  of  the  kingdom  in  1755;  total  18,1 07,000.  In  Nor- 
mandy 1,665,200,  and  in  Bretagne  847,500.  Monf.  de  Buffon,  in  his  Hofoire 
Nature  lie,  afligns  for  the  population  of  the  kingdom  22,672,077.  Monf.  Mef- 
fance,  in  his  Rechercbes  far  la  Population,  4to.  1766,  gives  the  details  from 
which  he  draws  the  conclufion,  that  in  many  towns  in  Auvergne  the  births 
are  to  the  number  of  inhabitants  as  1 to  24  f the  marriages  per  annum 

1 to  1 14  inhabitants  ; and  families,  one  with  another,  compofed  of  5 _L  _l_,  or  24 
families  contain  1 24  inhabitants.  In  various  towns  in  the  Lyon nois,  births 
are  to  the  inhabitants  as  1 to  23  £ ; the  marriages  per  annum  1 to  hi  perfons 
and  families  compofed  4 £ [| ; 80  families  contain  381  inhabitants.  In  va- 

rious towns  in  Normandy  the  births  to  the  inhabitants  as  1 to  27  \ i marriages 
per  annum  1 to  114  perfons  3 families  are  compofed  of  3 § £ JT ; 20  reprefen t 76 
inhabitants.  In  the  city  of  Lyons  families  are  compofed  of  5 £ if ; 60  reprefent 
316  inhabitants ; and  there  are  a few  above  24  perfons  per  houfe  in  that  city*. 
In  the- city  of  Rouen  families  are  compofed  of  of  perfons  5 and  there  are  6Pf 
perfons  per  houfe.  At  Lyons  1 in  35  \ dies  annually ; at  Rouen  1 in  27 f _ Mean- 
life  in  fome  parilhes  in  the  generality  of  Lyons  25  years. j ditto  in  the  generality 

p.  155.  t Ar rites  du  Parlement  de  Grenoble  da  21,  Aout  1787,  du- 


* Requet  au  Rot.  8vo. 


178 


/ 0 / ■ 


Parlement  de  ‘Tov.lwfe  du  27,  ^ a7; 


ije  uu  27,  du  Parlement  de  Befangon , du  30 


J U Amides  iAommes.  1760.  5th.  edit.  tom.  iv.  p.  184.  ||  The  committee  of  mendieite  alTerts, 

that  each  family  in  France  ccnfifts  of  five,  as  each  has  three  children.  Cinquijme  Rapport,  p.  34. 
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of  Rouen.  25  years  10  months.  At  Paris  1 in  30  dies  annually;  a family  conflfls 
of  8,  and  each  houfe  contains  24!  perfons.  By  comparing  the  number  of  births 
in  every  month  at  Paris,  for  forty  years,  he  found  that  thofe  in  which  con- 
ception flourifhed  mofi  were  May,  June,  July,  and  Auguf,  and  that  the  mor- 
tality for  forty  years  was  as  follows : 

Months.  Deaths.  Months.  Deaths.  Months.  Deaths. 

March,  - 77,803  February,  66,789  October,  54,897 

April,  - 76,815  December,  60,926  September,  54,339 

May,  - 72,198  June,  - 58,272  November,  54,029 

January,  69,166  July,  - 57,339  Augufc,  52,479 


It  ihould  appear  from  this  table,  that  the  influence  of  the  fun  is  as  important  to 
Tauman  health  as  it  is  to  vegetation.  What  pity  that  we  have  not  fimilar  tables 
of  cities  in  all  the  different  latitudes  and  circumflances  of  the  globe. 

At  Clermont  Ferrand  1 in  38  dies  annually. — At  Carcaiionne  1 in  22  f • — At 
Valence  1 in  24F — AtVitry  le  Francois  1 in  235. — At  Elbceuf  1 in  294-* — At 
Louviers  1 in  314. — At  Honfleur  1 in  24. — At  Vernon  1 in  25. — At  Gifors  1 in. 
29. — At  Pont-au-de-Mer  1 in  3 3. — At  Neufchatel  1 in  24! . — At  Pont-FE  veque 
1 in  26.- — At  le  Havre  1 in  35.  Upon  a comparifon  in  feven  principal  previnces 
of  the  kingdom,  population  in  60  years  has  augmented  in  the  proportion  of  211 
to  1965  or  a thirteenth.  General  deduction  ; — that  the  number  of  people  in 
.France  in  1764  was  23,909,400.  Monf.  Moheau*  gives  to  the  belt  peopled 
provinces  1700  inhabitants  per  fquare  league;  and  to  the  wont  500  ; the  me- 
dium 872,  at  which  rate  he  makes  the  total  23,500,000,  and  an  increafe  of  a 
ninth  iince  168A.  The  ifle  of  Oleron  is  peopled  at  the  rate  of  28 86  per  league, 
and  that  of  Re  4205.  He  alfo  calculates  that  1 in  36  dies,  and  1 in  26  is  bom 
every  year.  Monf.  Necker,  in  his  work  de  F HLdminiJl  rat  ion  des  Finances  de  la 
France , has  the  following  particulars,  which  it  is  alfo  neceflary  to  have  in  our 
attention : — Births  in  the  whole  kingdom  per  annum,  on  an  average,  of  1776,  77, 
78,7 9,  and  80,  were  963,207 : — which,  multiplied  by  25I,  the  proportion  he  Axes 
-on,  gives  24,802,580  inhabitants  in  France.  He  notices  the  grofs  error  of  the  ceco - 
nomijles , in  efiimating  the  population  of  the  kingdom  at  15  or  16  millions.— A later 
authority,  but  given  in  whole  numbers,  and  therefore  not  accurate,  fates  the 
population  of  the  kingdom  at  25,500,000,  Gf  which  the  clergy  are  mppofed  to 
be  8o,ooo,  the  nobility  no,coo,  proteilants  2,000,000,  and  Jews  30,000  -f  : 
The  committee  of  impofis  aflert,  that  to  multiply  the  births  in  the  cities  of 
France  by  30,  will  give  their  population  with  fuflicient  truth  ; but  for  the 
country  not  fo  high  j.  The  rule  of  30  would  make  the  population  28,896,210. 
But  much  later  than  all  thefe  authorities,  the  National  Afiembly  has  ordered 


iuch  inquiries  to 


made  into  the  population  of  the  kingdom,  as  have  produced  a 


* Recher. fur  la  Papulation  de  la  France.  8vo.  1778-  t Bibliotbeque  de  V Homme publique,  par  IVIefF. 
Sc  Coadorcet,  Peyfonnel,  & le  Chapelier.  tom.  iii.  % Rapport  de  Comite  dt  Impof.  fur  lee  Taxes,  p.  27. 
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much  greater  degree  of  accuracy  than  was  ever  approached  before  : this  has  been 
done  by  the  returns  of  taxes,  in  which  all  perfons,  not  liable  to  be  charged,  are 
entered  in  what  we  fhould  call  the  duplicates ; and  as  the  directions  for  making 
thefe  lifts  are  pofitive  and  explicit,  and  no  advantage  whatever  refults  to  the 
people  by  concealing  their  numbers*  but,  on  the  contrary,  in  many  inftances*, 
they  are  favoured  in  taxation,  by  reafon  of  the  number  of  their  children,  we 
may  furely  conclude,  that  thefe  returns  are  the  fafeft.  guides  to  direct  our  cal- 
culations. Here  follows  the  detail : 


JE tat  generate  de  la  'Population  du  Royaume  de  la  France 


NoJ 
, 1 

Norm  des  Dipartemens. 

Population 
des  villes 
fis?  bourns. 

Pop.  des  vil- 
lages & des 
Campagne • 

^ Total  de  la  | 
population.  ' 

No.  | 

Nows  des  Departemtns. 

Population  \ 
des  villes 
£■?  bourgs. 

Pop.  des  vil- 
lages S?  des 
Campagne, 

Total  de  hx 
population- 

- - j 

L,  Ain, 

42,300 

251,566 

293,866 

433  ! 

Brought  forward,' 

2,447,880 

10,019,531 

'12,599,677 

2,’L’Aine, 

86,8oc 

3°5>253 

392,053 

Du  l’Oriet, 

84,600 

185,266 

269,866 

3> 

L’Aliier, 

42,800 

203,280 

246,080. 

44s 

Du  Lot, 

55,100 

212,900 

268,000 

4,  Les  Hautes  Alpes, 

29,50° 

15ij833 

181,333 

453 

;Du  Lot  Sc  Garonne* 

39,200 

262,666 

308,666 

5»1 

Des  Bafles  Alpe  s* 

38,060 

180,606 

218,666 

46, 

'La  Lozerre, 

19,400 

176,226 

195,626 

6, 

L’Ardgche, 

24,600 

i85’533 

210,133 

47,  : 

;De  Maine  & Loire;. 

94,000 

200,666 

294,666 

75 'Les  Ardennes,  - J 

62,100 

1 13,260 

175,360 

48, 

La  Manche* 

88,100 

242,566 

330,666 

8,1 

L’AriegeSj  - j 

31,400 

139,266 

170,666 

49, 

;La  Marne*. 

76,200 

206,466 

282,666 

9,  L’  Aube, 

40,100 

I57iz55 

1973355 

5°*- 

La  Haute  Marne, 

36,100 

177,293 

2I3»393 

i°, 

L’Aude,  - ' 

48,400 

203,120 

25 13  520 

5i, 

La  Mayenne*  - 

73,600 

248,533 

322, 133 

L’Aveyron, 

46,5,00 

250313s 

296,635: 

523 

La  Meurte, 

65,900 

314,336 

380  266 

I2’l 

Les  bouches  du  Rhone, 

163,200 

x583933 

322,133! 

S3, 

La  Meufe*. 

58,100 

194,166 

252,266- 

13, 

Le  Calvados, 

105,350 

329,850 

435,200! 

54> 

Le  Morbihan* 

42,400 

448,266 

490,666 

14,; 

Le  Cantal, 

39,95° 

237338S 

277,335i 

553 

LaMozeile, 

67,000 

223,133 

290,133- 

i5, ! 

La  Charente, 

44,100 

224,060 

268,160 

56, 

La  Nyevre, 

34,500 

218,100 

252,600  : 

5-6, ! 

La  Charente  Inferi- 

57s 

Le  Nord*  - 

168,800 

399,733 

. 568,533 

| 

eure, 

89*120 

279,306 

1 368,426; 

58> 

L’Oife*  •= 

53,900 

266,100 

3^0*000 

17, 

Le  Cher, 

47,900 

228,366 

576,266; 

593 

L'  Orne* 

57,800 

! 328,333 

386,133 

18, 

|La  Correze*  - 

52>75° 

221,692 

254;442j 

6a* 

Du  Paris*. 

556,800 

168,533 

735)333 

J9, 

La  Corfe, 

1.32,266, 

61, 

Le  Pas  de  Calais, 

79,600 

507,066 

386,666 

20, 

La  Cote  d’ Or, 

59,35° 

367,983 

42-7,333! 

62, 

Le  Puy  de  Dome* 

82,550 

322,783 

4°5,333 

21, 

;Les  Cotes  du  Nord, 

27,500 

441,166 

468,666; 

63 , 

Les  Hautes  Pyrennees, 

35,000 

122,866 

; 157,866 

22, 

La  Creufe, 

22,800 

2443293 

267,093! 

643 

Les  Bafles  Pyrennees, 

55,49° 

231,465 

286,955 

23, 

;La  Dordogne, 

51,900 

353,433 

405  333: 

Les  Pyrennees  Orien-! 

i - ■ 

24, [Le  Doubs, 

36,500 

187,500; 

224,000! 

65, 

tales. 

31,100 

131,033 

162,133 

2 5,:LaDrome, 

29,90c 

194,  IOO! 

224,000; 

66, 

Le  Haut  Rhin, 

- 29,500! 

276,633 

3°6,I33 

2,6* 

jL’Eure, 

76,600 

3233400; 

400,000! 

67  3 

Le  Bas  Rhin, 

90,50c 

272,366 

<262,  too 

L’Eure  et  Loire, 

44,35° 

186,050 

230,400; 

68, 

Le  Rhone  & Loire, 

21  5,000 

460,44° 

675,840 

2$,  Le  Finidere^ 

63,000 

417,000 

480, 000' 

6 9, 

La  Haute  Saonne,  — 

18,700 

231,966 

250,666 

20, 

;Du  Card, 

100,700 

124,900 

225,600! 

70, 

Saonne  & Loire, 

60,100 

342,033 

402,133 

30, 

'De  ia  Haute  Garonne, 

71,600 

182,053 

253,653! 

71,  1 

La  Sane, 

66,500 

2,9-5,166 

362,666- 

31,  Da  Gers, 

54,000 

214,200 

268,800; 

72, 

Seine  & Oife, 

I05?9QO: 

214,10° 

-320,000 

32, 

La  Gironde, 

200,000 

408,000 

63  8 , oco. 

73> 

Le  Seine  Inferieure. 

184,550: 

261,316 

445,866 

33, 

;D’Herau!t, 

108,700 

1553833 

264,533! 

743 

La  Seine  & Marne, . 

52,300! 

293,3°° 

345.600 

34,  L’lUe  et  Viilame*. 

50,800 

439,866 

400,6,66; 

75,  j 

Des  deux  Sevres, 

56,3001 

; i57,°33 

i 213  333 

35, 

L’Indre, 

50^50 

219,750 

270,400' 

7°,  i 

La  Somme,  - 

91,60c 

294,533 

i 386,133 

36, 

LTndre  et  Loire, 

82,50c 

267,366; 

549,866 

773 

LeTarn* 

5*>  9°o 

171,500 

j 2 3°:4°° 

37,  LTfere, 

33, 700 

269,873: 

3033573 

783 

Le  Var,  ^ 

49,9oo 

; 213,566 

263,466 

38,  Du  jura,  ' - 

30*900 

2 1 8 ,700 

349,600 

79, 

La  Vendee* 

34,900 

19 1,233 

226,133 

39, 

Des  Landes,., 

56,50° 

209,700 

246,20c 

So, 

La  Vienne, 

48,70c 

232,900 

! 281,600 

Loire  et  Cher, 

51,400 

207,800 

259,200 

81, 

:La  Haute  Vienne, 

4x,3oo 

i4°,°33 

! 1S1.333 

41, 

•ua  Haute  Loire, 

41,100: 

172,233 

2I3,33^ 

! 82, 

Les  Vofges, . - ; 

28,200 

291 ,800 

320,000 

4s, 

La  Loire  Inferieure, 

108, 100 

359,633 

507,733 

183,, 

L’Yonne, 

72,900; 

366,566 

j 439  466 

Garry  forward, 

! 2r447i88° 

.10,0x9,531 

;i2,S99,S77| 

Total 

,5,7c9327c 

20,511,53%' 

[■*6,363’97* 

m 

imating  the  acres  at  131,722 

>295>  a 

nd  the  people  as 

here  detailed. 

w€  find- 

"dial  it  makes,  within  a fmail 

fraction,  five  acres  a head..  That  proportion 
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would  be  131,815,270  acres.  If  England  were  equally  well  peopled,  there 
fhould  be  upon  46,91 5,93  3 acres,  rather  more  than  9,000,000  fouls.  And  for  our 
two  Elands,  to  equal  France  in  this-  refpe£t,  there  fhould  be  in  them  19,867,117 
fouls  $ iriftead  of  which  there  are  not  more  than  1 5,0 00,000. 

An  obfervation,  rather  curious,  may  be  made  on  this  detail ; it  appears,  that 
lets  than  one-fourth  of  the  people  inhabit  towns  1 a very  remarkable  circum- 
fiance,  became  it  is  commonly  obferved,  and  doubtlefs  founded  on  certain  fads, 
that  in  flourifhing  countries  the  half  of  a nation  is  found  in  towns.  Many  writers, 
I believe,  has  looked  upon  this  as  the  proportion  in  England  : in  Holland,  and 
in  Lombard}/,  the  richeif  countries  in  Europe,  the  fame  probably  exifis.  I 
am  much  inclined  to  conned  this  lingular  fad,  relating  to  France,  with  that 
want  of  effed  and  fuccefs  in  its  agriculture,  which  I have  remarked  in  aimed 
every  part  of  the  kingdom  ; refulting  alio  from  the  extreme  diviiion  of  the  foil 
into  little  properties.  It  appears  likewife,  from  this  detail,  that  their  towns  are 
not  conliderable  enough  to  give  that  animation  and  vigour  to  the  induftry  of 
the  country,  which  is  bed:  encouraged  by  the  activity  of  the  demand  which 
cities  afford  for  the  products  of  agriculture.  A more  certain  and  unequivocal 
proof  of  the  jufticeof  my  remarks,  on  the  too  great  and  mifehievous  diviiion  of 
landed  property  and  farms  in  that  kingdom  could  hardly  have  arilen : and  it  yields 
the  cleared:  conviction , that  the  progrefs  of  national  improvement  has  been  upon 
the  whole  but  fmall  in  France.  The  manufactures  and  commerce  of  the 
kingdom  mud:  have  made  a lefs  advance  than  one  would  have  conceived  pof- 
fible,  not  to  have  effeded  a proportion  far  different  from  this  of  a fifth.  A really 
adive  induftry,  proportioned  to  the  real  refources  of  the  kingdom,  fhould  long 
ago  have  purged  the  country  (to  ufe  an  exprefiion  of  Sir  James  Stuart’s),  of  thole 
fuperfluous  mouths, — I do  not  fay  hands  ; for  they  eat  more  than  they  work  > 
and  it  is  their  want  of  employment  that  ought  to  drive  them  into  towns. — Ano- 
ther obfervation  is  fuggeifed  by  this  curious  table  of  population  : I have  re- 
peatedly, in  the  diary  of  my  journey,  remarked,  that  the  near  approach  to  Paris 
is  a defert  compared  with  that  to  London  j that  the  difference  is  infinitely  greater 
than  the  difference  of  their  population ; and  that  the  want  of  traffic,  on  the  high 
roads,  is  found  every  where  in  the  kingdom  as  well  as  at  Paris.  Now  it  deferves 
notice,  that  the  great  refort,  which  is  every  where  obfervable  on  the  high  ways 
cf  England,  flows  from  the  number,  fize,  and  wealth  of  our  towns,  much  more 
than  from  any  other  circumflance.  It  is  not  the  country,  but  towns  that  give 
the  rapid  circulation  from  one  part  of  a kingdom  to  the  other ; and  though,  at 
firft  light,  France  may  be  thought  to  have  the  advantage  in  this  relpect,  yet  a 
nearer  view  of  the  fubjed  will  allow  of  no  luch  conclulion.  In  the  following 
lilt,  the  Englifh  column  has  furelj  the  advantage  : 


London, 
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French.  ? Englifh.  - French. 

Paris,  Manchefter,  Rouen, 

Lyons,  Birmingham,  Lille, 

Bourdeaux,  j Norwich,  Nifmes, 

Marfeilles,  j Corke,  St.  Malo, 

Nantes,  Giafgow,  Bayonne, 

Havre,  j Bath,  Verfailies. 

Rochelle,  l 

The  vaft  fuperiority  of  London  and  Dublin,  to  Paris  and  Lyons,  renders  the 
whole  comparifon  ridiculous.  I believe  London,  without  exaggeration,  to  be 
alone  equal  to  Paris,  Lyons,  Bourdeaux,  and  Marfeilles,  as  appears  by  the  lifts 
of  population,  and  by  the  wealth  and  trade  of  all.  But  if  we  reflect,  that  the 
towns  of  England,  &c.  are  portions  of  a population  of  1 5 millions  only,  and 
thofe  of  France  parts  of  26  millions,  the  comparifon  thews  at  once  the  vaftiy 
greater  activity  there  muft  be  in  one  country  than  in  the  other  *. 

Of  all  the  fubjedts  of  political  oeconomy,  I know  not  one  that  has  given  rile 
to  fuch  a cloud  of  errors  as  this  of  population.  It  feems,  for  fome  centuries,  to 
have  been  conftdered  as  the  only  fure  teft  of  national  profperity.  The  politicians 
of  thofe  times,  and  the  majority  of  them  in  the  prefent,  have  been  of  opinion, 
that,  to  enumerate  the  people,  was  the  only  ftep  neceftary  to  be  taken,  in  order 
to  afeertain  the  degree  in  which  a country  was  flouriihing.  Two-and- twenty 
years  ago,  in  my  Tour  through  the  North  of  ' England,  1769,  I entered  my  caveat 
againft  fuch  a dodtrine,  and  prelumed  to  aftert,  that  710  nation  is  rich  or  powerful 
by  means  of mere  numbers  of  people  > it  is  the  indujirious  alone  that  confitute  a king- 
dom's flrength'y  that  after tion  I repeated  in  my  Political  Arithmetic , 1774 ; and  in 
the  fecond  part,  1779,  under  other  combinations.  About  the  fame  time  a ge- 
nius of  a fuperior  caft  { Sir  James  Stuart),  very  much  exceeded  my  weak  efforts, 
and,  with  a mafterly  hand,  explained  the  principles  of  population.  Long  fince 
that  period,  other  writers  have  arifen  who  have  viewed  the  fubjedt  in  its  right 
light ; and  of  thefe  none  have  equalled  Monf.  Herenfchwandt,  who,  in  his 
Economic  Politique  Moderne , 1786  • and  his  Difcours  fur  la  Divifion  des  Terresf , 
1788,  has  almoft  exhaufted  the  fubjedt.  I fhall  not,  however,  omit  to  name  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  mendicite  in  the  National  Aflembly.  The  following 
callage  does  the  higheft  honour  to  their  political  difeernment: — “ C’eft  ainfi  que 
malgre  les  aftertions,  Bins  cefte  repetees  depuis  vingtans,  de  tous  les  ecrivains 

* W hat  can  be  thought  of  thofe  marvellous  politicians,  the  nobility  of  Dourdon,  who  call  for  entrees 
at  the  gates  of  the  cities,  not  as  a good  mode  of  taxation,  but  to  reftrain  the  too  great  populoufnefs  of 
Cities,  u which  never  takes  place  but  by  the  depopulation  of  the  country.”  Gainer , p.  26.  The  Count 
de  Mirabeau,  in  his  Monarchic  Prujpenney  recurs  often  to  the  fame  idea. — He  was  grofslv  erroneous, 
when  he  ftated  the  fubjects  of  the  King  of  France  as  thrice  more  numerous  than  thofe  of  England,  if 
he  meant  by  England,  as  we  are  to  fuppofe,  Scotland  and  Ireland  a!fo.  tom.  i.  p.  402. 

t See  particularly,  p.  48,  51.  Sec. 
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London, 

Dublin, 

Edinburgh, 

Livcrcool, 

Briftol, 

Newcaftle, 
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politiques  qui  placent  la  profperite  d’un  empire  dans  fa  plus  grande  population, 
une  population  exceffive  fans  un  grand  travail  & fans  des  productions  abondantes, 
feroit  au  contraire  une  devorante  furcharge  pour  un  etat ; car,  il  faudroit  alors 
que  cette  exceffive  population  partageat  les  benefices  de  celle  qui,  fans  elle,  eut 
trouve  une  fubfiftence  fuffifante  * il  faudroit  cue  la  meme  fomme  de  travail  fut 

J JL 

abandonnee  a une  plus  grande  quantite  de  bras ; il  faudroit  enfin  neceffairement 
que  le  prix  de  ce  travail  baiffat  par  la  plus  grande  concurrence  des  travailleurs, 
d’on  refulteroit  une  indigence  complette  pour  ceux  qui  ne  trouveroient  pas  de 
travail,  & une  fubfiftance  incomplette  pour  ceux-memes  aux  quels  il  ne  feroit 
pas  refufe*,” — France  itfelf  affords  an  irrefragable  proof  of  the  truth  of  thefe 
ientiments  $ for  I am  clearly  of  opinion,  from  the  observations  I made  in  every 
province  of  the  kingdom,  that  her  population  is  fo  much  beyond  the  proportion 
of  her  indudry  and  labour,  that  She  would  be  much  more  powerful,  and  infinitely 
more  flourishing,  if  She  had  five  or  flx  millions  lefs  of  inhabitants.  From  her 
too  great  population,  fhe  prefents,  in  every  quarter,  fuch  fpedtacles  of  wretched- 
nefs,  as  are  abfolutely  inconfident  with  that  degree  of  national  felicity,  which 
fhe  was  capable  of  attaining  even  under  her  old  government.  A traveller  much 
lefs  attentive  than  I was  to  objects  of  this  kind,  muft  fee  at  every  turn  moil  un- 
equivocal flgns  of  diftrefs.  That  thefe  fhould  exid,  no  one  can  wonder  who 
eonfiders  the  price  of  labour,  and  of  provifions,  and  the  mifery  into  which  a 
fmall  rife  in  the  price  of  wheat  throws  the  lower  claiTes  3 a mifery,  that  is  fure 
to  increafe  itfelf  by  the  alarm  it  excites,  leftTubfiftence  fhould  be  wanted.  The 
caufes  of  this  great  population  were  certainly  not  to  be  found  in  the  benignity  of 
the  old  government  yielding  a due  protection  to  the  lower  dalles,  for,  on  the 
contrary,  it  abandoned  them  to  the  mercy  of  the  privileged  orders.  It  is  fair, 
however,  to  obferve,  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  principles  of  the  old  govern- 
ment, fo  diredly  inimical  to  population,  as  to  prevent  its  increafe.  Many  croak- 
ing writers  in  France  have  repeatedly  announced  the  depopulation  of  that  king- 
dom, with  pretty  much  the  fame  truth  and  ingenuity  that  have  been  exercifed 
on  the  fame  fubject  in  England.  Monf.  Necker,  in  a very  fenfible  paflage, 
gives  a deciflve  anfwer  to  them,  which  is  at  the  fame  time  thoroughly  appli- 
cable to  the  date  of  England,  as  well  as  to  that  of  France Nor  can  the 
great  population  of  France  be  attributed  to  the  climate,  for  the  tables  of  births 
and  burials  offer  nothing  more  favourable  in  that  kingdom,  than  in  our  own. 
And  a much  worfe  climate  in  Holland  and  Flanders,  and  in  fome  parts  of  Ger- 


many and  Italy,  is  attended  with  a dill  greater  populoufnefs  J. 


Nor  is  it  to  be 


Plan  de  Travail  du  Canute  pour  E extinction  de  la  Menduke  prefente  par  3d.  de  Llancourt.  8vo..  17:90*. 

4 De  FAtTminift.  des -Finances.  Oeuvres.  4to.  Londres.  p.  320. 

’.very  ingenious  Italian  writer  ffcates  the  people  of  France  at  1290  fouls  per  league  j and  in 
35.  Fabbroni  Reflexions  fur  V Agric.  p.  243. 

imputed. 
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imputed  to  an  extraordinary  profperity  of  manufactures,  for  ouf  own  are  much 
more  confiderable,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  people  in  the  two  countries. 

This  great  populoufnefs  of  France  I attribute  very  much  to  the  divifion  of  the 
lands  into  fmall  properties,  which  takes  place  in  that  country  to  a degree  of 
which  we  have  in  England  but  little  conception.  Whatever  promifes  the  ap- 
pearance even  of  fubfiftence,  induces  men  to  marry.  The  inheritance  of  ten  or 
twelve  acres  to  be  divided  amongft  the  children  of  the  proprietor,  will  be  looked 
to  with  the  views  of  a permanent  fettlement,  and  either  occaiions  a marriage, 
the  infants  of  which  die  voung  for  want  of  fufficient  nourifhment*  : or  keeo& 
children  at  home,  diftreffing  their  relations,  long  after  the  time  that  they  fhould 
have  emigrated  to  towns.  In  diftridts  that  contain  immenfe  quantities  of  waftc 
land  of  a certain  degree  of  fertility,  as  in  the  roots  of  the  Pyrenees,  belonging 
to  communities  ready  to  fell  them,  (Economy  and  induftry,  animated  with  the 
views  of  fettling  and  marrying,  fiourifh  greatly  : in  fuch  neighbourhoods  fom-e- 
thing  like  an  American  increafe  takes  place  ; and,  if  the  land  be  cheap,  little 
diftrefs  is  found.  But  as  procreation  goes  on  rapidly,  under  fuch  cifcumftances, 
the  leaf!;  check  to  fubliftence  is  attended  with  great  iniferv ; as  waftes  becoming 
dearer,  or  the  beft  portions  being  fold,  or  difficulties  arifing  in  the  adquifltion  ; 
all  which  cafes  I met  with  in  thole  mountains.  The  moment  any  impediment 
happens,  the  diftrefs  of  fuch  people  will  be  proportioned  to  the  activity  and 
vigour  which  had  animated  population.  It  is  obvious,  that  in  the  cafes  here 
referred  to,  no  diftrefs  occurs,  if  the  manufactures  and  commerce  of  the  diftridt 
are  fo  flourishing  as  to  demand  all  this  fuperfluity  of  rural  population  as  faft  as 
it  arifes ; for  that  is  precifely  the  balance  of  employments  which  prevails  in  a 
well  regulated  fcciety  ; the  country  breeding  people  to  fupply  the  demand  and 
confumption  of  towns  and  manufactures.  Population  will,  in  every  ftate,  in- 
creafe perhaps  too  faft  for  this  demand.  England  is  in  this  refpect,  from  the  un- 
rivalled profperity  of  her  manufactures,  in  a better  fttuation  than  any  other 
country  in  Europe ; but  even  in  England  population  is  fometimes  too  adtive, 
as  we  fee  clearly  by  the  dangerous  increafe  of  poor’s  rates  in  country  villages  ; 
and  her  manufactures  being  employed  very  much  for  fupplymg  foreign  con- 
fumption, they  are  often  expofed  to  bad  times  • to  a flack  demand,  which  turns 
thoufands  out  of  employment,  and  fends  them  to  their  parifhes  for  fupport. 
Since  the  cdnclufron  of  the  American  war,  however,  nothing  of  this  kind  has 
happened ; and  the  feven  years  which  have  elapfed  fince  that  period,  may  be 
named  as  the  molt  deciflvely  profperous  which  England  ever  knew.  It  has  been 

* Monf.  Necker,  in  the  fame  fection  ns  that  quoted  above,  remarks  this  to  be  the  cafe  in  France  j 
and  juftly  obferves,  that  the  population  of  fuch  a country  being  compofed  of  too  great  a proportion  of 
infants,  a million  of  people  implies  neither  the  force  nor  labour  of  a million  in  countries  otherwife 
conftituted. 


3 W2 


laid 


4S4 


POPULATION. 


faid  to  me  in  France,  would  you  leave  uncultivated  lands  wafte,  rather  than, 
let  them  be  cultivated  in  fmali  portions,  through  a fear  of  population  ? — I 
certainly  would  not : I would,  on  the  contrary,  encourage  their  culture ; but 
I would  prohibit  the  divifion  of  fmali  farms,  which  is  as  mifchievous  to  cul- 
tivation, as  it  is  fure  to  be  diftreffing  to  the  people.  The  indifcriminate  praife 
of  a great  fubdivifion,  which  has  found  its  way  unhappily  into  the  National 
AfTembly,  muft  have  arifen  from  a want  of  examination  into  faCts  : go  to 
diftridts  where  the  properties  are  minutely  divided,  and  you  will  find  (at  leaft  I 
have  done  it  univerfally),  great  diftrefs,  and  even  mifery,  and  probably  very 
bad  agriculture.  Go  to  others,  where  fuch  fubdivifion  has  not  taken  place, 
and  you  will  find  a better  cultivation,  and  infinitely  lefs  mifery ; and  if  you 
would  fee  a diftriCt,  with  as  little  diftrefs  in  it  as  is  confiftent  with  the  poli- 
tical fyftem  of  the  old  government  of  France,  you  muft  afturedly  go  where 
there  are  no  little  properties  at  all.  You  muft  vifit  the  great  farms  in  Beauce, 
Picardy,  part  of  Normandy,  and  Artois,  and  there  you  will  find  no  more  popu- 
lation than  what  is  regularly  employed  and  regularly  paid ; and  if  in  fuch  dif- 
tri&s  you  fhould,  contrary  to  this  rule,  meet  with  much  diftrefs,  it  is  twenty  to 
one  but  that  it  is  in  a parifh  which  has  fome  commons  that  tempt  the  poor 
to  have  cattle — to  have  property — and,  in  confequence,  mifery.  When  you  are 
engaged  in  this  political  tour,  finifh  it  by  feeing  England,  and  I will  lhevv  you  a 
fet  of  peafants  well  cloathed,  well  nourifhed,  tolerably  drunken  from  fuperfluity, 
well  lodged,  and  at  their  eafe ; and  yet  amongft  them,  not  one  in  a thoufand 
has  either  land  or  cattle.  When  you  have  viewed  all  this,  go  back  to  your  tri- 
bune, and  preach,  if  you  pleafe,  in  favour  of  a minute  divifion  of  landed  pro- 
perty. There  are  two  other  grofs  errors,  in  relation  to  this  fubjeCt,  that  fhould  be 
mentioned;  thefe  are,  the  encouragements  that  are  fometimes  given  to  mar- 
riage, and  the  idea  of  the  importance  of  attracting  foreigners.  Neither  of  thefe 
is  at  all  admiffible  on  juft  principles,  in  fuch  a country  as  France.  The  predomi- 
nant evil  of  the  kingdom,  is  the  having  fo  great  a population,  that  fhe  can  neither 
employ,  nor  feed  it : why  then  encourage  marriage  ? would  you  breed  more 
people,  becaufe  you  have  more  already  than  you  know  what  to  do  with  ? You 
have  fo  great  a competition  for  food,  that  your  people  are  ftarving  or  in  mifery ; 
and  you  would  encourage  the  production  of  more  to  increafe  that  competition. 
It  may  almoft  be  queftioned,  whether  the  contrary  policy  ought  not  to  be  em- 
braced ? whether  difficulties  fhould  not  be  laid  on  the  marriage  of  thofe  who 
cannot  make  it  appear  that  they  have  a profpeCt  of  maintaining  the  children  that 
fhall  be  the  fruit  of  it  ? But  why  encourage  marriages  which  are  fare  to  take 
place  in  all  iituations  in  which  they  ought  to  take  place  ? — There  is  no  inftance 
to  be  found  of  plenty  of  regular  employment  being  firft  eftabliffied,  where  mar- 
riages have  not  followed  in  a proportionate  degree.  The  policy,  therefore,  at  beft, 
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is  ufelefs,  and  may  be  pernicious.  Nor  is  the  attraction  of  foreigners  defirable 
in  fuch  a kingdom  as  France.  It  does  not  feem  reafonable  to  have  a peafantry 
half-flarved  for  want  of  employment,  arifing  from  a too  great  populoufnefs  ; 
and  yet,  at  the  fame  time,  to  import  foreigners,  to  increafe  the  competition 
for  employment  and  bread,  which  are  infufficient  for  the  prefent  popula- 
tion of  the  kingdom.  This  mull  be  the  effect,  if  the  new  comers  be  in- 
duflrious ; if  they  belong  to  the  higher  clalfes,  their  emigration  from  home 
mull  be  very  imlgnificant,  and  by  no  means  an  object  of  true  policy ; they 
mull  leave  their  own  country,  not  in  confequence  of  encouragement  given 
in  another,  but  from  fome  llrokes  of  ill  policy  at  home.  Such  inllances  are  in- 
deed out  of  the  common  courfe  of  events,  like  the  perfecutions  of  a Duke 
d’Alva,  or  the  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantes.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  coun- 
try, to  open  its  arms,  through  mere  humanity,  to  receive  fuch  fugitives ; and  the 
advantages  derived  from  receiving  them  may  be  very  confiderable,  as  was  the 
cafe  with  England.  But  this  is  not  the  kind  of  emigrations  to  which  I would 
allude,  but  rather  to  the  eflablilhment  of  fuch  colonies  as  the  King  of  Spain’s, 
in  the  Sierre  Morena.  German  beggars  were  imported,  at  an  immenfe  expence, 
and  fupplied  with  every  thing  necelfary  to  ellablifh  little  farms  in  thofe  deferts ; 
whiifl  at  the  lame  time,  every  town  in  Spain  fwarmed  with  multitudes  of  idle 
and  poor  vagrants,  who  owed  their  fupport  to  bilhops  and  convents.  Supprefs 
gradually  this  blind  and  indifcriminate  charity,  the  parent  of  infinite  abufe  and 
mifery,  and  at  the  fame  time  give  limilar  employments  to  your  own  poor ; by 
means  of  this  policy,  you  will  want  no  foreigners ; and  you  may  fettle  ten  Spanifh 
families  for  the  expence  of  one  German.  It  is  very  common  to  hear  of  the  want 
of  population  in  Spain,  and  fome  other  countries;  but  fuch  ideas  are  ufaally  the 
refult  of  ignorance,  lince  all  ill  governed  countries  are  commonly  too  populous. 
Spain,  from  the  happinefs  of  its  climate,  is  greatly  fo,  notwithflanding  the  ap- 
parent fcarcity  of  inhabitants ; for,  as  it  has  been  fhewn  above,  that  country 
which  has  more  people  than  it  can  maintain  by  induflry,  who  mull  either  flarve, 
or  remain  a dead  weight  on  the  charity  of  others,  is  manifeflly'too  populous  * ; 
and  Spain  is  perhaps  the  bell  peopled  country  in  Europe,  in  proportion  to  its  in- 
duflry.  When  the  great  evil  is  having  more  people  than  there  is  wifdom,  in  the 
political  inflitutes  of  a country  to  govern,  the  remedy  is  not  by  attracting 
foreigners — it  lies  much  nearer  home. 


* An  Italian  author,  with  whom  I had  the  pleafure  of  converging  at  T urin,  j u If  1 y obferve?,  “ Quanto 
la  popolazione  proporzlonata  ai  prcdotti  della  natura  e deli’  arte  e vantaggiofa  ad  una  nazionc,  al- 
trettanto  e nociva  una  popolazione  foverchia.” 

Accad.  delle  Science,  &c.  8vo.  1788.  p.  85. 


L'  Abb  ate  Vajco , Jdifpojia  al  qucjito  propqjh  da  ll  a Keen* 
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twenty  Tears  Qonfumptian  at  Paris,  of  Qxen , Calves,  Sheep,  and  Hogs,  as  en~ 

tered  in  the  Books  of  the  Entrees. 


Years. 

Oxen. 

Calves. 

Sheep. 

Ho  as.  ! 

O 

Years, 

Oxen. 

Calves. 

[ Sheep. 

Hogs. 

1767, 

68,763 

106,579 

358,577 

37,899 

1777, 

71,755 

104,600 

343,30° 

35,823 

68, 

69,985 

I 12,949 

344,320 

32,299 

78, 

73,606 

107,292 

328,868 

36,204 

69, 

66,586 

1 1 1,608 

333, 9l6 

36,186 

79, 

7 3,468 

99,952 

324,028 

38,211 

- 70, 

66,8  18 

110,578 

335, OI3 

36,712 

80, 

7 1 ,48  8 

104,825 

308,043 

41,419 

7T, 

65,360 

M 

0 

■<r 

w 

ko 

CO 

3x4,i24 

30,753 

81, 

70,484 

99,533 

317,681 

41,205 

72, 

63,390 

101,791 

293,946 

28,6 IO 

82, 

72,107 

100,706 

3i6,563 

44,772 

73, 

65,324 

99,749 

3°9,I37 

29, 391 

83, 

7I,C42 

98.478 

321,627 

39, 1 7 7 

74, 

68,025 

103,247 

3°9>573 

30,032 

84, 

72,984 

ICO,I  12 

327,034 

39,6  21 

75, 

68,306 

109,235 

309,662 

32,72  2 

85, 

73,846 

94,727 

332,628 

28,697 

76> 

71,208 

102,291 

328,505 

37,740  . 

36, 

73,088 

89=575 

328,699 

39>57* 

Average. — Oxen,  69,883.  Calves,  103,271.  Sheep,  323,762.  Hogs,  36,332. 


Thefe  are  the  quantities  for  which  duties  are  paid  ; but  it  is  calculated  by  the 
officers  of  the  cudoms,  that  what  enters  contraband,  and  for  which  nothing  is 
paid,  amounts  to  one-fixth  of  the  whole*. 

The  con  lump  tion  of  dour  is  1500  facks  per  diem,  each  weighing  3201b.  re- 
quiring nine  feptiers  of  corn  to  yield  four  of  thofe  facks,  or  3375  feptiers  per 
diem.  This  is,  per  annum,  1,231 ,87  5 feptiers  ; the  F rench  political  arithme- 
ticians agree  in  calculating  the  confumption  of  their  people  per  head,  at  three 
feptiers  for  the  whole  kingdom  on  an  average  ; but  this  will  not  lead  us  to  the 
population  of  the  capital,  as  the  immenfe  confumption  of  meat  in  it  mud:  evi- 
dently reduce  confiderabiy  that  proportion.  It  may  probably  he  eftimated  at  two 
feptiers,  which  will  make  the  population  615,937  fouls.  Monf.  Neckerk  ac- 
count of  the  population  was  660,000.  The  enumeration  in  5790  made  the  num- 
bers no  more  than  550,800 ; and  there  are  abundant  reafons  for  believing  the 
aiiertion,  that  this  capital  was  diminifhed  by  the  revolution  in  that  proportion  at 
lead.  This  point  is,  however,  afcert-ained  by  the  confumption,  which  is  now 
1 3 facks  a day,  or  reduced  one-tenth,  which,  at  two  feptiers  of  corn,  implies 
a population  of  534,344  ; and  as  this  comes  within  2000  of  the  actual  enume- 
ration, it  proves  that  two  feptiers  a head  is  an  accurate  edimate ; and  though  it 
does  not  perfectly  agree  with  Monf.  Necker’s  account  of  the  former  population 

* To  Co  me  it  may  appear  ftrange,  how  fuch  a commodity,  as  live  oxen,  can  he  fmuggled  in  great 
quantities  ; but  the  means  of  doing  it  are  numerous ; one  was  difeovered,  and  many  more  of  the 
fame  fort  are  fuppofed  to  exift  undifcovered  : a fuhterraneous  pallage  was  pierced  under  the  wall,  go- 
in~  from  a court-yard  without  the  wall,  to  a butcher’s  yard  within  ; and  whole  droves  of  oxen,  &c. 
entered  by  it  in  the  night  for  a long  time,  before  it  was  known.  The  officers  of  the  barriers  are  con- 


vinced, that,  on  an  average  of  commodities,  one-fixth  is 'fmuggled. 
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of  Paris,  yet  it  is  much  nearer  to  it  than  the  calculations  made  to  correct  that 
account,  by  Dr.  Price,  and  by  the  very  able  and  ingenious  political  arithme- 
tician, Mr.  Howlet.  As  the  late  enumeration  thews  the  population  of  Paris  to 
have  been  (proportionably  to  the  confumption  of  corn)  615,937  fouls,  when  its 
births  amounted  to  20,550,  this  fact  confirms  the  general  calculation  in  France* 
that  the  births  in  a great  city  are  to  be  multiplied  by  30  3 for  the  above-mentioned 
number,  fo  multiplied,  gives  616,500,  which  comes  fo  near  the  truth,  that  the 
difference  is  not  worth  correcting.  M.  Necker’s  multiplier  is  confirmed  clearly; 
and  the  event,  which  gives  to  France  a population  of  26,000,000,  has  proved,  that 
Dr.  Price,  who  calculated  them  at  above  30,000,000,  was  as  grofsly  mi  (taken 
in  his  exaggeration  of  French  populoufnefs,  as  Mr.  Howlet  has  fhewn  him  to 
be  in  his  diminution  of  that  of  England.  It  feerns  indeed  to  have  been  the 
fate  of  that  calculator  to  have  been  equally  refuted  upon  aim  oft  every  political 
fubjedt  he  handled;  the  mifchief  of  inclofures — the  depopulation  of  England— 
the  populoufnefs  of  France — and  the  denunciation  of  ruin  he  pronounced  fo  au- 
thoritatively againft  a variety  of  annuitant  focieties,  that  have  fiourifhed  alinoft 
in  proportion  to  the  diftrefies  he  affigned  them.  The  confumption  of  wine  at 
Paris,  on  an  average  of  the  lalt  twenty  years,  has  Been  from  230,000  to  260,000- 
muids  per  annum  ; average,  245,000.  In  1789  it  funk  rather  more  than  50,000 
muids,  by  fimiggling,  during  theconfu  lions  of  that  period.  In  245,000  muids 
there  are  70,560,000  Paris  pints,  or  Englilh  quarts,  which  makes  the  daily 
confumption  193,315  quarts ; and  if  to  this,  according  to  the  computation  of 
the  commis  of  the  barriers,  one-fixth  is  to  be.  added  for  fimiggling,  it  makes 
225,534,  which  is  one-third  of  a quart,  and  one-tenth  of  that  third  per  head 
per  diem.  The  confumption  of  meat  is  very  difficult  to  be  calculated,  becauie: 
the  weight  of  the  beafts  is  not  noted ; I can  guefs  at  it.  only,  and  therefore  the 
reader  will  pay  no  other  attention  to  what  follows  than  to  a mere  conjecture. 
I viewed  many  hundreds  of  the  oxen,  at  different  times,  and  effimate  the  ave- 
rage of  thole.. I law  at  fixiy  Hone;  but  as  there  are  doubtlefs  many  others  final ler, 
let  us  calculate  at  50  orycolb.  and  let  us  drop  fmuggling  in  thefe  cafes,  fince 
though  it  may  on  the  whole,  be  one-fixth  yet  it  cannot  be  any  thing  like  that  in. 
thefe  commodities ; the  calves-at  1 2clb.  the  fheep  at  6o!b.  and  the  hogs  at  ioolb.. 


Oxen, 

Calves, 

Sheep, 

Hogs, 


69,883,  at  700 lb.. 
103,271,  at  120 
323,762,  at.  60 
36,332,  at  1 GO, 


Total*, 


48,918, 100  lb. 
12,392,520 
5 >7  20. 
3,633,200 

84*369*  54 ° 


This 
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T his  quantity  divided  amongfl  a population  of  615,937,  gives  to  each  perfon 
1 361b.  of  meat  for  his  annual  confumption,  or  above  one-third  of  a pound  per 
diem.  During  the  fame  twenty  years,  the  confumption  of  London  was,  on  an 
average,  per  annum,  92,^39  oxen,  and  649,369  fheep*.  Thefe  oxen  probably 
weighed  8401b.  each,  and  the  fheep  ioolb.;  which  two  articles  only,  without 
calves  or  hogs,  make  142,669,660 ; yet  thefe  quantities  do  not  nearly  contain 
the  whole  number  brought  to  London,  which,  for  want  of  fuch  taxes  as  at 
Paris,  can  be  difcovered  with  no  certainty.  The  confumption  of  Bred  is  re- 
gidered  for  the  year  1778,  when  22,000  people,  in  1900  houfes,  confumed 
82,000  boifeau,  each  1501b.  of  corn  of  all  forts  ; 16,000  bariques  of  wine  and 
brandy,  and  1000  of  cyder  and  beerf*.  This  confumption  amounted  to  per 
head — corn  24  fep tiers,  of  2401b.  per  annum y- — wine,  brandy,  beer,  and  cyder, 
one-third  of  a quart  per  head  per  diem.  Nancy,  in  1733?  when  it  contained 
19,645  fouls,  confumed. 

Oxen,  2402. — Calves,  9073.- — Sheep,  11,863 — * — -Total,  23,338. 

It  confumed,  therefore,  more  than  one  of  thefe  pieces  per  head  of  its  population. 
In  1738,  when  it  contained  19,831  fouls,  it  confumed. 

Oxen,  2309. — Calves,  5038. — -Sheep,  9549,-* Total,  16,8964. 

Above  three-fourths  each.  The  confumption  of  Paris  is  three-fourths  of  one 
of  thefe  beads  per  head  of  population.  As  the  fined  cattle  in  the  kingdom  are 
lent  to  the  capital,  the  proportions  in  number  ought  to  be  lei's ; but  the  wealth 
ot  that  capital  would  have  judified  the  dipped tion  of  a dill  greater  comparative 
confumption. 


CHAP.  XVII. 

Of  the  Police  of  Corn  in  France . 

F all  fubjects,  there  is  none  comparable  to  the  police  of  corn,  for  difplaying 
the  folly  to  wdiich  men  can  arrive,  who  do  not  betray  a want  of  common 
fenfe  in  reafoning  on  other  topics.  One  tells  us  (I  confine  myfelf  chiefly  to 
French  authorities , engaged  as  I am  at  prelent  in  refearches  in  that  kingdom), 
that  the  price  is  in  exabt  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  corn , and  to  the  quantity 
of  money  at  the  fame  time  in  the  kingdom  || ; and  that  when  wheat  fells  at 
g61iv.  the  feptier , it  is  a proof  there  is  not  half  enough  to  lad  till  harved§. — 

* Report  of  the  Com.  of  the  Court  of  Common  Council.  1786.  Folio,  p.  75.  + Encyclop.  ALethodique 

Jlfarine-,  t.  i.  part  1.  p.  198.  J Defcrip.  de  la  Lorraine , par  M.  Du  rival.  3 tom.  4to.  1778.  t.  i I.  p.  5. 

j|  Conpd.  fur  la  Cberte  des  Grains^  par  JIL.  Vaudrey.  1789.  Svo.  p.  5*  § L*  p*  7,  8,  19. 
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He  propofes  to  have  magazines  in  every  market,  and  to  prohibit,  under  fevere 
penalties,  a higher  price  than  zqliv.  This  would  be  the  infallible  method  to 
have  it  very  foon  at  50,  and  perhaps  100  liv.  That  the  price  of  corn  does  not 
depend  on  the  quantity  of  money,  is  proved  by  the  hidden  rife  proceeding  from 
alarms,  of  which  this  author  might  have  known  an  inftance  in  the  year  he 
printed;  for  Monf.  Necker’s  memoir  to  the  National  Affembly  was  no  fooner 
difperfed,  than  the  price  rofe  in  one  week  30  per  cent. ; yet  the  quantity  in  the 
kingdom,  both  of  money  and  corn,  remained  juft  as  before  that  memoir  was 
publifhed.  But  it  has  already  been  fufficiently  proved,  that  a very  fmall  de- 
ficiency of  the  crop  will  make  an  enormous  difference  in  the  price.  I may  add, 
that  the  mere  apprehenfion  of  a deficiency,  whether  ill  or  well  founded,  will  haye 
the  fame  effect.  From  this  circumftance,  I draw  a conclufion  of  no  trifling 
import  to  all  governments  ; and  that  is,  never  to  exprefs  publicly  any  apprehen- 
fion of  a want  of  corn ; and  the  only  method  by  which  governments  can  exprefs 
their  fears,  is  by  proclamations  againft  export ; prohibitions  ; ordonances  of  re- 
gulation of  fale ; arrets,  or  laws  againft  monopolizers ; or  vain  and  frivolous 
boafts,  like  thofe  of  Monf.  Necker,  of  making  great  imports  from  abroad — all 
thefe  meafures  have  the  fame  tendency;  they  confirm  amongft  the  people  the 
apprehenfion  of  want ; for  when  it  is  found,  amongft  the  lowed:  orders,  that 
government  is  alarmed  as  well  as  they  themfelves,  their  own  fears  augment ; 
they  rife  in  a rage  againft  monopolizers,  or  fpeculators,  as  they  ought  rather  to 
be  called,  and  then  every  flep  they  take  has  the  never-failing  effedt  of  increafing 
the  evil ; the  price  rifes  ffill  higher,  as  it  mufi  do  inevitably,  when  fiich  furious 
oblf ructions  are  thrown  on  the  interior  trade  in  corn,  as  to  make  it  a matter  of 
great  and  ferious  danger  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  it.  In  fuch  a fituation  of 
madnefs  and  folly  in  the  people,  the  plenty  of  one  diftridt  cannot  fupply  the 
want  of  another,  without  fuch  a monftrous  premium,  as  fhall  not  only  pay  the 
expence  of  tranfport,  but  infure  the  corn,  when  lodged  in  granaries,  againft  the 
blind  and  violent  iufpicions  of  the  people.  To  raife  this  fpirit,  nothing  more  is 
neceffary  than  for  government  to  iffue  any  decree  whatever  that  difcovers  an  alarm ; 
the  people  immediately  are  apprehenftve  of  famine ; and  this  apprehenflon  can 
never  take  place  without  creating  the  reality  in  a great  meafure.  It  is  therefore  the 
duty  of  a wife  and  enlightened  government,  if  at  any  time  they  fhould  fear  a fhort 
provifion  of  corn,  to  take  the  moft  private  and  cautious  meafures  poftible,  either 
to  prevent  export,  by  buying  up  the  corn  that  is  collected  for  exportation,  and 
keeping  it  within  the  kingdom,  a meafure  ealy  to  be  done  through  individuals, 
or  to  encourage  import,  and  to  avoid  making  any  public  decree  or  declara- 
tion. The  hiftory  of  corn,  in  France,  during  the  year  1789,  was  a moft 
extraordinary  proof  of  the  juftnefs  of  thefe  principles.  Wherever  I palled, 
and  it  was  through  many  provinces,  I made  inquiries  into  the  causes  of  the 
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fcarcity ; and  was  every  where  allured,  that  the  dearnefs  was  the  mod:  extraor- 
dinary circumftance  in  the  world ; for,  though  the  crop  had  not  been  great,  yet 
it  was  about  an  average  one ; and  confequently,  that  the  deficiency  muft  certainly 
have  been  occafioned  by  exportation.  I demanded,  if  they  were  fare  that  an 
exportation  had  taken  place? — They  replied,  no ; but  that  it  might  have  been 
done  privately;  this  anfwer  fufRciently  fhewed,  that  thefe  exports  were  purely 
ideal.  The  dearnefs,  however,  prevailed  to  fuch  a degree,  in  May  and  June 
particularly  (not  without  being  fomented  by  men  who  fought  to  blow  the  dif- 
contents  of  the  people  into  ab folate  outrage),  that  Monf.  Necker  thought  it 
right  not  only  to  order  immenfe  cargoes  of  wheat,  and  every  other  fort  of  corn, 
to  be  bought  up  all  over  Europe,  but  likewife,  in  June,  to  announce  to  the 
public,  with  great  parade,  the  Reps  that  he  had  taken,  in  a paper  called  Me  moire 
injlruSiify  in  which  he  Rated,  that  he  had  bought,  and  ordered  to  be  bought, 
1,404,463  quin taux  of  different  forts  of  grain,  of  which  more  than  800,000 
were  arrived.  I was  a perfonal  witnefs,  in  many  markets,  of  the  effedfc  of  this 
publication ; inftead  of  linking  the  price,  it  raifed  it  diredtly,  and  enormoufly. 
Upon  one  market-day,  at  Nangis,  from  38  liv.  to  43  liv.  the  feptier  of  2401b. 
and  upon  the  following  one  to  49  liv.  which  was  July  iR;  and  on  the  next 
day,  at  Columiers,  it  was  taxed  by  the  police  at  4 liv.  59C  and  4 liv.  6/  the 
2jlb. ; but  as  the  farmers  would  not  bring  it  to  market  at  that  price,  they  fold 
it  at  their  farms  at  5I  liv.  and  even  6 liv.  or  57  liv.  the  feptier.  At  Nangis 
it  advanced,  in  14  days,  1 1 liv.  a feptier ; and  at  Columiers  a great  deal  more. 
Now,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  thefe  markets  are  in  the  vicinity  of  the  capital, 
for  which  Monf.  Neeker’s  great  foreign  provilion  was  chiefly  defigned ; and 
confequently,  if  his  meafures  would  have  had  any  where  a good  effect,  it  might 
have  been  expected  here  j but  fince  the  contrary  happened,  and  the  price,  in 
two  markets,  was  railed  25  per  cent,  we  may  reafonahiy  conclude,  that  it 
did  good  no  where y but  to  what  was  this  apparent  fcarcity  imputable  ? 
Abfolutely  to  Monf.  Necker’ s having  faid,  in  his  memoir,  a mon  arfoee  dans 
la  minijlere  je  me  bd.tai  de  prendre  des  informations  fur  le  produit  de  la  recolte  & 
fur  les  befoins  des pays  etr angers  * . It  was  from  thefe  unfeaionable  inquiries,  in 

jptember 
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* He  has  introduced  a tijTue  of  the  fame  fluff  in  his  Memoir  fur  L’  Adminif ration de  M,  Necker^ 
par  tut  mime,  p.  367,  where  lie  fays,  with  the  true  ignorance  of  the  prohibitory  fyftem,  <c  Mon  fyf- 
teme  fur  F exportation  des  grains  eid  infiniment  iimple,  ainfi  que  j’ai  en  fouverit  Foccailon  de  Ie  de- 
velopper;  il  ie  borne  a n’en  avoir  aucun  d’immuab’e,  mais  a defend  re  ou  permettre  cette  exportation 
felon  le  temps  & felon  les  circonftances.”  When  a man  ftarts  upon  a rotten  foundation,  he  is  fure 
to  flounder  in  this  manner;  the  fimplicity  of  a fyflem  to  be  new- moulded  every  moment,  ct  ielon  le 
temps  & felon  les  circonflances  ! ” And  who  is  to  judge  of  thefe  feafons  and  circumstances  ? A mi- 
nifter?  A . government  ? Thefe,  it  feems,  -are  to  promulgate  laws,  in  coftfcquence  of  their  having 
made  inquiries  into  ike  fate  cf  crops  and focks  on  hand.  What  prefumption ; what  an  excefs  of  vanity 
mft.  it  be,  which  impels  a man  to  fugpofe?  that  the  truth  is  within  the  verge  of  fuch  inquiries ; or, 
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September  1788,  that  all  the  rnifchief  was  derived.  They  pervaded  the  whole 
kingdom,  and  fpread  an  univerfal  alarm  ; the  price  in  confequence  arofe  ; and 
when  once  it  rifes  in  France,  rnifchief  immediately  follows,  becaufe  the  popu- 
lace, by  their  violence,  render  the  internal  trade  infecure  and  dangerous.  The 
bufinefs  of  the  minifter  was  done  in  a moment ; his  confummate  vanity,  which, 
from  having  been  confined  to  his  character  as  an  author,  now  became  the 
fcourge  of  the  kingdom,  prohibited  the  export  for  no  other  reafon,  than  becaufe 
the  Archbifhop  of  Sens  had  the  year  before  allowed  it,  in  contradiction  to  that 
mafs  of  errors  and  prejudices  which  M.  Necker’s  book  upon  the  corn  trade  had 
difleminated.  It  is  curious  to  fee  him,  in  his  Memoire  inJiruBtf,  afierting,  that 
France,  in  1787,  etoit  livree  au  commerce  des  grains  dans  tout  le  royaume , avec 
plus  dlaclivite , que  jamais  & Von  avoit  envoy e dans  V etr anger  une  quantite  conjide li- 
able de grains.  Now,  to  fee  the  invidious  manner  in  which  this  is  put,  let  us 
turn  to  the  regifter  of  the  Bureau  General  de  la  balance  du  Commerce , where  we 
fhall  find  the  following  Statement  of  the  corn-trade  for  1787  : 

that  he  is  one  line,  one  point  nearer  to  it,  after  he  has  made  them  than  before  he  began.  Go  to  the  In- 
tendant  in  France,  or  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  England,  and  fuppofe  him  to  receive  a letter  from 
government  directing  fuch  inquiries  ; — purfue  the  intelligence,— —follow  him  to  his  table  for  converfa- 
tion  on  crops, — or  in  his  ride  among  the  farmers  (an  idea  that  may  obtain  in  England,  but  never 
was  fach  a ride  taken  by  anlntendantin  France)  in  order  to  make  inquiries;  mark  the  defultory, broken, 
and  falfe  fpecimens  of  the  intelligence  he  receives, — and  then  recur  to  the  fmplicity  of  the  fyirem  that 
is  to  be  founded  on  fuch  inquiries.  Monf.  Necker  writes  as  if  we  were  ignorant  of  the  fources  of 
his  information.  He  ought  to  have  known,  that  minifters  can  never  procure  it;  and  that  they  can- 
not be  fo  good  an  authority  for  a whole  kingdom,  as  a country  gentleman,  (killed  in  agriculture,  is  for 
his  own  parifh;  yet  what  gentleman  would  prefume  to  pronounce  upon  a crop  to  the  360th  part  of  its 
amount,  or  even  to  the  20th  ? But  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  all  Monf.  Necker’s  femple  operations, 
which  caufed  an  unlimited  import,  at  an  unlimited  expence,  affected  not  one  200th  part  of  a year’s 
confumption  by  the  people,  whofe  welfare  he  took  upon  him  to  fuperintend.  If  this  plain  fact— 
the  undoubted  ignorance  of  every  man  what  the  crop  is,  or  has  been,  in  fuch  fractions  as  Tr-, 
and  much  more  be  well  considered,  it  will  furely  follow,  that  an  abfolute  and  unbounded  liberty 
in  the  com  trade  is  infinitely  more  likely  to  have  effect,  than  fuch  paltry,  deceitful,  and  falfe  inqui- 
ries as  this  minifter,  with  his  fyftem  ©f  complex  fmplicity,  was  forced,  according  to  his  own  account, 
to  rely  upon.  Let  the  reader  purfue  the  paffage,  p.  369,  the  prevoyance  of  government — application 
• — hater  le  mouvement  du  commerce— attrait  prochain — -calculs.  A pretty  fupport  for  a great  nation  ! 
Their  fubfiflence  is  to  depend  on  the  combination  of  a vifionary  declaimer,  rather  than  on  the  in- 
duftry  and  energy  of  their  own  exertions.  Monf.  Necker’s  performance  deferves  an  attentive  pe~ 
rufal,  efpecially  when  he  paints  pathetically  the  .anxieties  he  differed  on  account  of  the  want  of 
corn.  I wifo  that  thofe  who  read  it  would  only  carry  in  their  minds  this  undoubted  fa<51,  that  the 
Scarcity  which  occasioned  thofe  inquietudes  was  abfolutely  and  folely  of  his  own  creating ; and  that 
if  he  had  not  been  minifter  in  France,  and  that  government  had  taken  no  ftep  whatever  in  this  affair, 
there  would  not  have  been  fuch  a word  as  fcarc-ity  heard  in  the  kingdom.  He  converted,  by  his  ma- 
nagement, an  ordinarily  Short  crop  into  a fcarcity  ; and  he  made  that  Scarcity  a famine ; to  remedy 
which,  he  aftumes  fo  much  merit,  as  to  naufeate  a common  reader. 
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Wheat,  - 85i  1 6,000  liv. 

Rice,  - - 2,040,000 

Barley.'  - - 375>°°° 

Legumes,  - - 945,000 


1 13476,000 


OF  CORN 


Corn, 

Wheat, 

Legumes* 


3,165,600  liv. 
6,559,900 
949,200 

10,674,700 


171118  account  {hews  pretty  clearly  how  well  founded  the  minifler  was,  when  he 
attempted  to  throw  on  the  wife  meafure  of  his  predeceffor  the  mifchiefs  which 
arofe  from  his  own  pernicious  prejudices  alone  3 and  how  the  liberty  of  com- 
merce, which  had  taken  place  moil  advantageoufly  in  ccnfequence  of  the  free 
trade  in  1787,  had  been  more  an  import  trade  than  an  export  one  3 and,  of 
courfe,  it  thews,  that  when  he  advifed  his  fovereign  to  prohibit  that  trade,  he 
aded  directly  contrary  even  to  his  own  principles  3 and  he  did  this  at  the  hazard 
of  railing  a general  alarm  in  the  kingdom,  which  is  always  of  worfe  confe- 
quence  than  any  poffible  export.  His  whole  condud,  therefore,  was  one  con- 
tinued feries  of  fuch  errors,  as  can,  in  a fenfible  man,  be  attributed  only  to  the 
predominant  vanity  that  mitigated  him  to  hazard  the  welfare  of  a great  nation 
to  defend  a treatife  of  his  own  compoiition . But  as  this  miniiler  thought  proper  to 
change  the  fyftem  of  a natural  export  and  import  3 and  to  fpread,  by  his  meafures* 
an  alarm  amongil  the  people,  that  feemed  to  confirm  their  own  appreheniioiis, 
let  us  next  examine  what  he  did  to  cure  the  evils  he  had  thus  created.  He  im- 


ported, at  the  enormous  expence  of  45,543,697  liv.  (about  2,000,000  ilerling) 
the  quantity  of  1 ,404,465  quintaux  of  corn  of  all  forts,  which,  at  240 lb.  make 
585,192  feptiers,  fufiicient  to  feed  no  more  than  195,064  people  a year.  At  three 
feptiers  per  head,  for  the  population  of  26  millions  of  mouths,  this  fupply,  thus 
egregiouily  boailed  of,  would  not,  by  55,908  ieptiers,  feed  France  even  for  three 
days  3 for  her  daily  confumption  is  213,700  feptiers  : nor  haye  I the  leail  doubt 
©f  more  perfons  dying  of  famine,  in  confequence  of  his  meafures,  than  all  the 
corn  he  procured  would  feed  for  a year*.  So  abfojutely  contemptible  is  all 
importation  as, a remedy  for  famine  ! and  fo  utterly  ridiculous  is  the  idea  of  pre- 
venting your  own  people  from  being  ilarved,  by  allowing  an  import,  which,  in 
its  greated  and  moil  forced  quantities,  bears  fo  trifling  a proportion  to  the  con- 
fumption of  a whole  people,  even  when  bribed,  rather  than  bought  from  every 
country  in  Europe  !.  But  a concluiion  of  much  greater  importance  is  to  be  de- 
duced from  thefe  curious  fads,  in  the  mod  explicit  confirmation  of  the  pre- 


ceding principles,  that  all  great  variations  in  the  price  of  corn  are 
by  apprehenfion,  and. do  not  depend  on  the  quantity  in  the  markets. 


en  gendered 

O 

The  report 


* 4t  a moment,  when  there  was  a great  ftagnation  in  every  fort  of  employment,  a high  price  of 
bread,  inftead  of  a moderate  one,  mu  ft  have  deftroyed  many : there  was  no  doubt  of  great  numbers 
dying  for  want  in. every  part  of  the  kingdom.  The  people  were  reduced  in  fome  places  to  eat  bran  . 
and  boiled  grabs.  Journal,  de  VAl£  A tat.  torrid. 
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©f  Monf.  Necker’s  meafures,  we  have  found,  did  not  fink,  but  railed  the  price  : 
providing  France  with  lefs  than  three  days  bread,  when  blazed  forth  with  all 
the  apparatus  of  government,  actually  raised  the  price  in  the  markets,  where 
I was  a witnefs,  2 5 per  cent.  Of  what  pofiible  confequence  was  three  days  pro- 
vision added  to  the  national  dock,  when  compared  with  the  mifery  and  famine 
implied — and  which  actually  took  place  in  confequence  of  pufiidng  the  price 
up  fo  enormoufly,  by  Monf.  Necker’s  meafures  r Would  it  not  have  been  in- 
finitely wifer  never  to  have  flopped  the  trade,  which  I have  proved  to  have  been 
a trade  of  import? — -Never  to  have  exprelTed  any  iolicitude  ?— -Never  to  have- 
taken  any  public  fleps,  but  to  have  let  the  demand  and  fupply  quietly  meet,- 
without  noife  and  without  parade  ?.  The  confequence  would  have  been,  faving 
45  millions  of  the  public  money,  and  the  lives  of  fome  hundred  thoufands, 
ftarved  by  the  high  price  that  was  created,  even  without  a fcarcity ; for  I am 
firmly  perfuaded,  that  if  no  public  Hep  whatever  had  been  taken,  and  the 
Archbifhop  of  Sens’  edidt  never  repealed,  the  price  of  wheat  in~no  part  of  France 
wrould  have  feen,  in  1789,  fo  high  a rate  as  30  liv.  inflead  of  riling  to  50  and 
57  liv.  If  there, is  any  truth  in  thefe  principles,  what  are  we  to  think  of  the 
fird  minider  hunting  after  a. little  popularity,  and  bonding  in  his  Memoirs,  that 
the  King  allowed  only  bread  of  wheat  and  rye  mixed  to  be  ferved  at  his  own 
table  ? What  were  the  conclufions  to  he  looked  for  in  the  people,  but  that  if 
fuch  were  the  extremities  to  which  France  was  reduced,  all  were  in  danger  of 
death  for  want  of  bread.  The  confequence  is  palpable ; — a blind  rage  againd: 
monopolizers,  hanging  bakers,  feizing  barges,  and  fetting  fire  to  magazines ; 
and  the  inevitable  effect  of  a hidden  and  enormous  rife,  in  the  price, . wherever, 
fuch  meafures  are  precipitated  by  the  populace,  who  never  arc-  truly  adtive  but 
in  their  own  dedrudtion.  It  was  the  fame  fpirit  that,  dictated  the  following* ■ 
pafiage,  in  that  Memoir e infiruSiif , Les  accaparemens  font  la  premiere  caufe  a . 
laquelle  la  multitude  attribue  la  cherts  des  grains,  & en  efifet  on  fouvent  eu. 
lieu  de  fe  plaindre  de  la  cupidite  des  foeculateurs*.”  I cannot  read  thefe  lines,  , 
which  are  as  untrue  in  fadt  as  erroneous  in  argument,  without  indignation. 
The  multitude  never  have  to  complain  of  fpe culators  5 they  are  always 
greatly  indebted  to  them.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  monopolizing 
CORN  BUT  TO  THE  BENEFIT  OF  THE  PEGPIE.f . And  all  the  evils  of  the 

year 


*.  This  is  pretty  much  like  his  fending  a memoir  to  the  National  Aflembly,  which  was  read  Oc- 
tober 24,  in  which  the  minifters  fays,  u il  ell  done  urgent  de  Gefendre  de  plus  rn  plus  1 ’exportation 
en  France  ; mais  il  eft  difficile  de  ve-iller  a cette  prohibition.  Ou  a fait  placer  des  cordons  de  troupes 
furies  frontiers  a cette  effete’  Journal  des  Eiats  Generaux, , tom.  v.  p.  194.  Every  expreffion  of 
this  nature  becoming  nublic,  tended  to  inflame  the  people,  and  confequently  to  raife  the  price. 

+ 1 am  much  inclined  to  believe,  that  no  fort  of  monopoly  ever  was,  or  ever  can  be  injurious. 
Without  the  aftiftance  of  government ) and  thjat  government  never  tends  in  the  leaft  to  favour  a mo- 
nopoly 
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year  1789  would  Have  been  prevented,  if  monopolisers,  by  railing  the  price  in 
the  preceding  autumn,  and  by  lefiening  the  confumption,  had  divided  the  fupply 
more  equally  through  the  year.  In  a country  like  France,  fubdivided  mif- 
chievoufiy  into  little  farms,  the  quantity  of  corn  in  the  markets  in  autumn  is 
always  beyond  the  proportion  referved  for  fupplying  the  reft  of  the  year : of 
this  evil,  the  beft  remedy  is,  enlarging  the  fize  of  farms ; but  when  this  does 
not  take  place,  the  dealings  of  monopolizers  are  the  only  refource.  They  buy 


iiopoly  without  doing  infinite  mifchief.  We  have  heard  in  England  of  attempts  to  monopolize  hemp, 
-ailum,  cotton,  and  many  other  articles ; ill  - conceived  fpeculations,  that  always  ended  in  the  ruin  of 
the  fchemers,  and  eventually  did  good,  as  I could  fhew,  if  this  were  the  proper  place.  But  to  mo- 
nopolize any  article  of  common  and  daily  fupply  and  confumption  to  a mifchievcus  degree,  is  abfo- 
lutely  impoffible : to  buy  large  quantities,  at  the  cheapeffc  feafon  of  the  year,  in  order  to  hoard  and 
bring  them  out  at  the  very  deareft  moment,  is  the  idea  of  a monopolizer  or  accapareur : this  is,  of  all 
•other  tranfadHons,  the  moil:  beneficial  towards  an  equal  fupply.  The  wheat  which  fuch  a man  buys 
is  cheap,  or  he  would  not  buy  it  with  a view  to  profit : What  does  he  then  ? He  takes  from  the 
market  a portion,  when  the  fupply  is  large  ; and  he  brings  that  portion  to  the  market  when  the  fupply 
is  fmall ; and  for  doing  this  you  hang  him  as  an  enemy.  Why  ? Becaufe  he  has  made  a private 
profit,  perhaps  a very  great  one,  by  coming  in  between  the  farmer  and  the  confumer.  What  fhould 
induce  him  to  carry  on  his  bufinefs,  except  the  defire  of  profit  ? But  the  benefit  of  the  people  is  ex- 
actly in  proportion  to  the  greatnefs  of  that  profit,  fince  it  arifes  directly  from  the  low  price  of  corn  at 
one  feafon,  and  the  dearnefs  of  it  at  another.  Mo  ft  clearly  any  trade  which  tends  to  level  this  in- 
equality is  advantageous  in  proportion  as  it  effects  it.  By  buying  great  quantities  when  cheap,  the 
price  is  raifed,  and  the  confumption  forced  to  be  more  fparing : this  circumffance  can  alone  fave  the 
people  from  famine ; if,  when  the  crop  is  fcanty,  the  people  confume  plentifully  in  autumn,  they  muff 
inevitably  ftarve  in  fummer ; and  they  certainly  will  confume  plentifully  if  corn  is  cheap.  Govern- 
ment cannot  ffep  in  and  fay,  you  fhali  now  eat  half  a pound  of  bread  only,  that  you  may  not  by-and- 
by  be  put  to  half  an  ounce.  Government  cannot  do  this  without  eredting  granaries,  which  we  know, 
by  the  experience  of  all  Europe,  is  a moil:  pernicious  fyftem,  and  done  at  an  expence  which,  if  laid 
out  in  premiums,  encouraging  cultivation,  would  convert  deferts  into  fruitful  corn-fields.  But  pri- 
vate monopolizers  can  and  do  effect  it ; for  by  their  purchafes  in  cheap  months  they  raife  the  price, 
and  exadtly  in  that  proportion  leflen  the  confumption ; this  is  the  great  object,  for  nothing  elfe  can 
make  a fhort  crop  hold  out  through  the  year  j when  once  this  is  effected,  the  people  are  fare  ; they 
may  pay  very  dear  afterwards,  but  the  corn  will  be  forth  coming,  and  they  will  have  it  though  at  a 
bigh  price.  But  reverfe  the  medal,  and  fuppofe  no  monopolizers  ; in  fuch  a cafe,  the  cheapnefs  in 
autumn  continuing,  the  free  confumption  would  continue  with  it : and  an  undue  portion  being  eaten 
in  winter,  the  fummer  would  come  without  its  fupply  : this  was  manifeftly  the  hiftory  of  1789  ; the 
people  enraged  at  the  idea  of  monopolizers,  not  at  their  real  exiftence  (for  the  nat’on  was  frarving  for 
want  of  them),  hung  the  miferahle  dealers,  on  the  idea  of  their  having  done  what  they  were  utterly 
unable  to  do.  Thus,  with  fuch  a fyftem  of  fmall  farms  as  empty  the  whole  crop  into  the  markets  in 
autumn,  and  make  no  referve  for  fummer,  there  is  no  pofEble  remedy,  but  many  and  great  monopo- 
lizers, who  are  beneficial  to  the  public  exactly  in  proportion  to  their  profits.  But  in  a country  like 
England,  divided  into  large  farms,  fuch  corn  dealers  are  not  equally  wanted  ; the  farmers  are  rich 
enough  to  wait  for  their  returns,  and  keep  a due  referve  in  ftacks  to  be  threfhed  in  fummer  5 the  beft: 
of  all  methods  of  keeping  corn,  aud  the  only  one  in  which  it  receives  no  damage. 
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when  corn  is  cheap,  in  order  to  hoard  it  till  it  is  dear  ; this  is  their  /peculation, 
and  it  is  precifely  the  conduct  that  keeps  the  people  from  Rarving  ; all  imagin- 
able encouragement  fhould  be  given  to  fuch  merchants,  whole  bufinefs  anfwers 
every  purpofe  of  public  granaries,  without  any  of  the  evils  that  are  fare  to  flow 
from  them  It  may  eafiiy  be  conceived,  that  in  a country  where  the  people* 
live  almoft  entirely  on  bread,  and  the  blind  proceedings  of  mobs  are  encouraged 
by  arrets  of  parliaments,  feconded  by  fuch  blunders  cf  government  as  I have 
defcribed,  and  unaided  by  the  beneficial  exifcence  of  real  monopolizers  ; it  may 
eaiily  be  conceived,  I lay,  that  the  fapply  mu  ft  be  irregular,  and  in  many  in- 
ftances  infufftcient : it  muft  be  infufficient,  exactly  in  proportion  to  the  violence 
of  the  populace  y and  a very  high  price  will  be  the  unavoidable  confequenee, 
whatever  may  be  the  quantity  in  the  kingdom.  In  June  and  July  1789,  the 
markets  were  not  opened,  before  troops  arrived  to  protect  the  farmers  from  having 
their  corn  feized  5 and  the  magiftrates,  to  avoid  infurredtions  among  the  people, 
fet  the  aflize  too  low  upon  corn,  bread,  and  butcher’s  meat  3 that  is,  they  fixed 
the  prices  at  which  they  were  to  be  fold,  which  is  a moft  pernicious  regulation. 
The  farmers,  in  confequence,  refrained  from  going  to  market,  in  order  to  fell 
their  wheat  at  home  at  the  beft  price  they  could  get,  which  was  of  courfe  much 
higher  than  the  aflize  of  the  markets.  How  well  thefe  principles,  which  fuch 
ample  experience  proves  to  be  juft,  are  understood  in  France,  maybe  collected 
from  the  cahiers , many  of  whom  demand  meafures  which,  if  really  purfued, 
would  fpread  abfolute  famine  through  every  province  in  the  kingdom.  It  is 
demanded  at  one  place,  (<  that  as  France  is  expofed  to  the  rigours  of  famine,  every 
farmer  fhould  be  obliged  to  regifter  his  crop  of  every  kind,  gerbs,  bottes, 
muids.  See.  ; and  alio  every  month  the  quantity  fold  p.”  Another  requires,. 
st  that  export  be  feverely  prohibited,  as  well  as  the  circulation  from  province  to 
province  ; and  that  importation  be  always  allowed  §.”  A third  |j,  4 4 that  the 
fevereft  laws  be  paffed  againft  monopolizers  5 a circumftance,  which  at  prefent 
defolates  the  kingdom.”  A fyftem  of  prohibition  of  export  is  demanded  by  no 
lefs  than  twelve  cahiers  And  fifteen  demand  the  erection  of  public  maga-~ 


- * Well  has  it  been  obferved  by  a modern  writer,  u Lorfque  les  recoltes  manquent  en  quelque  lieu 
d’un  grand  empire,  les  travaux  du  refte  de  fes  provinces  etant  payes  d’une  heurufe  fecundite  fudifent 
a laconfommation  de  la  totalite.  Sans  follicitude  de  la  part  du  gouvernement,  fans  magazins  publics,  - 
par  le  feul  effet  d’une  communication. -libre  & facile  on  n’y  connoitni  difette  ni  grande  cherte.  Tkeorie  - 
de  Li,  •:xe,  tcm.  i.  p.  5. 
p.  438. 

t Tier  Etatde  Meudon , P»  36.  § Tier  Eiat  de  Paris , p.  43.  |J  Tier  Etat  de  Reims , art.  no. 

**  JTob.  de  phiefnoy,  p.  24.  -Nbh.  de  St.  phuntin,  p.  9.  Iscb.  de  Lille , p.  20.  T.  Etat  de  Reims, 
p.  20.  T.  Etat  de  Rouen-,  P-43-  T.  Etat  ds  Dunkerque,  p.  15.  T.  Etatde  Mets,  p.  46.  Clerge  (h 
Rouen , p.  24.  _ T.  Etatde  Rennes,  p.  .65.  T.  Etatde  VaA ndennes,  p.  12.  T.  Riai  de  Troyes,  art.  96. 
T.  Etat  de  Dour  don,  art.  3* 
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zincs  *.  Of  all  folecifms,  none  ever  equalled  Paris  demanding  that  the  tranf- 
port  of  corn  from  province  to  province  fhould  he  prohibited.  Such  a requefl  is 
really  edifying,  by  offering  to  the  attention  of  the  phiiofophical  obferver,  man- 
kind under  a new  feature,  worthy  of  the  knowledge  and  intelligence  that  ought 
to  reign  in  the  capital  of  a great  empire ; and  Monf.  Necker  was  exadlly  fuited  to 
he  minifter  in  the  corn  department  of  fuch  a city  ! — The  conclufions  to  be 
drawn  from  the  whole  bufinefs,  are  evident  enough.  There  is  but  one  policy 
which  can  fecure  a fupply  with  entire  fafety  to  a kingdom  fo  populous  and  fo 
ill  -f*  cultivated  as  France,  with  fo  large  a portion  of  its  territory  under  wood 
and  vines  ; the  policy  I mean  is  an  entire  and  abfolute  liberty  of  export  and  im- 
port at  all  times,  and  at  all  prices,  to  be  perfifted  in  with  the  fame  unremitted 
firmnefs,  that  has  not  only  refcued  Tufcany  from  the  jaws  of  periodical  famines, 
but  has  given  her  eighteen  years  of  plenty,  without  the  intervention  of  a mo- 
ment’s want.  A great  and  important  experiment ! and  if  it  has  anfwered  in  fuch 
a mountainous,  and,  on  comparifon  with  France,  a barren  territory,  though 
full  of  people,  affuredly  it  would  fulfil  every  hope,  in  fo  noble  and  fertile  a 
kingdom  as  France.  But  to  fecure  a regular  and  certain  fupply,  it  is  neceflary 
that  the  farmer  be  equally  fecure  of  a Ready  and  good  price.  The  average  price 
in  France  vibrates  between  18  and  22  liv.  afeptierof  2401b.  J.  I made  inquiries 


* I have  lately  feen  (January,  1792),  in  public  print,  the  mention  of  a propofal  of  one  of  the  mi- 
miters  to  erect  public  magazines  ; there  wants  nothing  elfe  to  complete  the  fyftem  of  abfurdity  in  re- 
lation to  corn  which  has  infefted  that  fine  kingdom.  Magazines  can  do  nothing  more  than  private  acca- 
pareurs  ; they  can  only  buy  when  corn  is  cheap,  and  fell  when  it  is  dear  ; but  they  do  this  at  fuch  a vafi: 
expence,  and  with  fo  little  ceconomy,  that  if  they  do  not  take  an  equal  advantage  and  profit  with  pri- 
vate {peculators,  they  mufi;  demand  an  enormous  tax  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  their  bufinefs  ; and  if 
ihey  do  take  fuch  profit,  the  people  are  never  the  better  for  them.  Mr.  Symcnds,  in  his  paper  on  the 
public  magazines  of  Italy,  has  proved  them  to  be  every  where  nuifances.  See  Annals  of  Agriculture 
vol.  xiii.  p.  299,  See. 

t The  affertion  of  the  marquis  de  Caflaux,  ct  that  the  free  corn  trade  eftabliflied  by  Monf.  Turgot, 
increafed  the  productions  of  the  agriculture  of  France  as  1 50  to  100”  ( Seconde  Suite  de  Confid.  fur  les 
Meek . des  Soc.  p.  1 19.),  muft  be  received  with  great  caution.  That  of  Monf.  Millot,  “ that  the  lands 
of  the  fame  kingdom  produced  five  times  as  much  in  Henry  IV.’s  reign  as  they  do  at  prefent/’  is  a very 
grofs  error,  irreconcileable  with  the  leaft  degree  of  probability.  Elem.  de  VUiJl.  Gen.  t.  ii.  p.  488, 


% Price  of  Wheat  at  Paris,  or  at  Rofoy , for  146  years. 


Price  of  73  Tears,  the  Reign  of  Louis  XIV. 

Liv.  Sol.  Den. 


Price  of  y^Years,  the  Reigns  of  Louis  XV.  aizdXVL 

Liv.  Sol.  Den. 


From  1643  to  1652  • — 

35 

14 

z 

1653  to  1662 

3^ 

12 

2 

1663  to  1672  — 

23 

6 

1 1 

1673  to  1682  — 

25 

*3 

8 

1-683  to  *692  — 

22 

0 

4 

1693  to  1702  . — 

3i 

16 

1 

1703  to  1712 

23 

*7 

1 

1713  to  1715  — 

33 

; 1 

6 

General  Average 

28 

1 

5 

De  la  B donee  du  Commerce , tom. 

3* 

From  1716  to  1725 

— 

17 

10 

9 

1726  to  1735 

— 

16 

9 

4 

1736  to  1745 

— 

18 

15 

7 

1746  to  1755 

— 

18 

10 

1 1 

1756  to  1765 

— 

17 

9 

1 

1766  to  1775 

— 

28 

7 

9 

1776  to  1785 

— 

22 

4 

7 

1786 

. — 

20 

12 

6 

1787 

— . 

22 

2 

6 

1788 

— • 

24 

0 

© 

General  average 

20 

" 1 

4 
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through  many  provinces  in  1789,  into  the  common  price,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
moment,  and  found  (reducing  their  meafures  to  the  feptier  of  2401b.),  that  the 
mean  price  in  Champagne  is  18  liv. ; in  Lcraine  17  \ ; in  Allace  22  liv.  ; in 
Tranche  Compte  20  liv.  ; in  Bourgogne  18  liv ; at  Avignon,  &c.  24  liv.;  at 
Paris,  I believe,  it  may  be  calculated  at  19  liv. — Perhaps  the  price,  through  the 
whole  kingdom,  would  be  found  to  be  about  20  liv.  Now,  without  entering 
into  any  analyfis  of  the  fubjedt,  or  forming  any  companion  with  other  coun- 
tries, France  ought  to  know,  at  leaf:  ihe  has  dearly  learned  from  experience, 
that  this  is  not  a price  fufficient  to  give  fuch  encouragement  to  the  farmers  as 
to  fecure  her  a certainty  of  fupply  : no  nation  can  have  enough  without  a fur- 
plus  ; and  no  furplus  will  ever  be  raided,  where  there  is  not  a free  corn  trade.— 
The  objedt,  therefore,  of  an  abfolutely  free  export,  is  to  fecure  the  home  fupply. 
The  mere  profit  of  felling  com  is  no  cbjedt  : it  is  lefs  than  none;  for  the 
right  ufe  thereof  is  to  feed  your  own  people.  But  they  cannot  be  fed,  if  the 
farmers  have  not  encouragement  to  improve  their  agriculture ; and  this  en- 
couragement muff:  be  the  certainty  of  a good  price.  Experience  has  proved 
fufficiently,  that  20  liv.  will  not  do.  An  abfolute  freedom  of  interior  circula- 
tion is  obvioufly  neceffary,  that  to  name  it  is  fufficient  A 

A great  and  decided  encouragement  to  monopolizers  F is  as  neceffary  to  the 
regular  fupply,  as  that  feed  fhould  be  fown  to  procure  a crop  ; but  reaping,  in 
order  to  load  the  markets  in  winter,  and  to  ffarve  the  people  in  fummer,  can  be 
remedied  by  no  other  perfon  but  an  accapareur.  While  fuch  men  are  therefore 
objects  of  public  hatred ; while  even  laws  are  in  force  againft  them  (the  mod: 
prepofferous  that  can  diigrace  a people,  fince  they  are  made  by  the  mouth, 
againff  the  hand  for  lifting  food  to  it),  no  regular  fupply  can  be  looked  for. — 
We  may  expedt  to  fee  famine  periodical,  in  a kingdom  governed  by  the  principles 
which  muff  take  place,  where  the  populace  rule  not  by  enlightened  reprefen- 
tatives,  but  by  the  violence  of  their  ignorant  and  unmanageable  wills.  Paris 
governs  the  National  Affembly;  and  the  mafs  of  the  people,  in  great  cities,  are 
all  alike  abfolutely  ignorant  how  they  are  fed ; and  whether  the  bread  they  eat 
he  gathered  like  acorns  from  a tree,  or  rained  from  the  clouds,  they  are  well 


* The  internal  {hackles  on  the  corn  trade  of  France,  are  fuch  as  will  greatly  impede  the  eflablifh- 
irs-ent  of  that  perfect  freedom  which  alone  forms  the  proper  regulation  for  fuch  a country.  M.  Tur- 
got, in  his  Leif  res  fur  les  Grains , p.  126,  notices  a molt  abfurd  duty  at  Bourdeaux,  of- 2 o f per  fep- 
tier on  all  wheat  confumed  there,  or  even  deposited  for  foreign  commerce,  a duty  v/hich  ought  to 
have  prevented  the  remark  of  the  author  of  Credit  National , p.  222,  who  mentions,  as  an  extraordi- 
nary fact,  that  at  Touloufe  there  is  a duty  of  12 f per  feptier  on  grinding,  yet  bread  is  cheaper 
there  than  at  Bourdeaux.”  Surely  it  would  be  fo  ; it  ought  to  be  8 f the  feptier  cheaper. 

f The  word 7 peculator , in  various  paffages  of  this  chapter,  would  be  as  proper  as  monopolizer , they 
mean  the  fame  thing  as  accaparev.r ; a man  v.'hobuys  corn  with  a view  to  felling  it  at  a higher  price  ; 
whatever  term  is  ufed,  the  thing  meant  is  every  where  underflood. 
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convinced,  that  God  Almighty  fends  the  bread,  and  that  they  have  the  beft 
poflihle  right  to  eat  it.  The  courts  of  London,  aldermen  and  common  council- 
men,  have,  in  every  period,  reafoned  juft  like  the  populace  of  Paris*.  The  pre?« 
lent  fyftem  of  France,  relative  to  agriculture,  is  curious. 

To  encourage  inveftments  in  land, 

I.  Tax  it  Three  Hundred  Millions. 

To  enable  the  land  to  pay  it, 

II.  Prohibit  the  Export  of  Corn. 

That  cultivation  may  be  rich  and  fpirited, 

III.  Encourage  small  Farms. 

That  cattle  may  be  plentiful, 

IV.  Forbid  the  Inclosure  of  Commons. 

And  that  the  fupply  of  the  markets  may  be  equal  in  fummer  as  in  winter, 

V.  Hang  all  Monopolizers. 

Such  may  be  called  the  agricultural  code  of  the  new  government  of  France 

V 

CHAP. 


* Aldermen-,  common  council  men,  and  mobs,  are  confiftent  when  they  talk  nonfenfe;  but  philofo- 
phers  are  not  fo  eafily  to  be  pardoned;  when  M.  L’Abbe  Rozier  declares,  u que  la  France  recolte  an  nee 
ordinaire  pres  du  double  plus  de  bled  qu’elle  n’en  confomme,”  ( Recueil  de  Memo  ires  fur  la  Culture  id  le 
Rouiffage  du  chauvre , 8vo.  1787.  p.  5.)  he  wrote  what  has  a diredt  tendency  to  inflame  the  people; 
for  the  concluiion  they  muft  draw  is,  that  an  immenfe  and  incredible  export  is  always  going  on.  If 
France  produces  in  a common  year  double  her  confumption,  what  becomes  of  the  furplus  ? Where  are 
the  other  26  millions  of  people  that  are  fed  with  French  corn  ? Where  do  the  78,000*000  of  feptiers  go 
that  France  has  to  fpare;  a quantity  that  would  load  all  the  ftiips  pofleffed  by  that  kingdom ‘above 
thirty  times  to  carry  it.  Inftead  of  the  common  crop  equalling  two  years  confumption,  it  certainly 
does  not  equal  thirteen  months  common  confumption ; that  is,  fuch  a confumption  as  takes  place  at 
an  average  price.  And  all  the  difference  of  crops  is,  that  confumption  is  moderate  with  a bad  product, 
and  plentiful  with  a good  one.  The  failure  of  a crop  in  one  province  in  a very  fmall  degree,  which, 
under  a good  government,  and  entire  liberty  of  trade,  would  not  even  be  felt,  will,  under  a fyftera 
of  refiridlions  and  prohibitions,  raile  the  price  through  the  whole  kingdom  enormoufly  ; and  if 
meafiires  are  taken  to  correct  it  by  government,  they  will  convert  the  high  price  into  a famine. 
The  author  of  Traite  d economic  Politique.  8vo.  1783,  p.  592,  does  not  talk  quite  fo  greatly,,  when 
he  fays  a good  crop  will  feed  France  a.  year  and  a half;  but  pretty  near  it.  The  abfurdities  that 
daily  appear  on  this  fubjedt  are  aftonifhing.  In  a work  now  publifhing,  it  is  faid,  that  a moderate 
crop  furnifhes  England  for  three  years,,  and  a good  one  for  five..  Encycloptsdie  Methodique  Economic 
Pol.  pt.  i*  tom.  L p.  75.  This  aflertion  is  copied  from  an  Italian,  viz..  Zcmoni  deW  Agricultural  1763. 
8vo.  tom.  i.  p.  109,  who  took  it  verbatim  from  Effais  fur  divers  fujets  inierejprns  de  politique  et  da 
morale , 8vo.  1760.  p.  216.  It  is  thus  that  fuch  nonfenfe  becomes  propagated,  wh$n  authors  are  con- 
tent to  copy  one  another,  without  knowledge  or  confideratiom 
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CHAP.  XVIII. 

Of  the  Commerce  of  France . 


A GRICULTURE,  manufactures,  and  commerce,  uniting  to  form  what 
**  may  be  properly  termed  the  mafs  of  national  induRry,  are  fo  intimately 
connected  in  point  of  intereft,  under  the  difpenfations  of  a wile  political  iyilem, 
that  it  is  impoflible  to  treat  amply  of  one  of  them,  without  perpetually  recurring 
to  the  others.  I feel,  in  the  progrefs  of  my  undertaking,  the  impofhbility  of 
giving  the  reader  a clear  idea  of  all  the  interests  of  French  agriculture,  without 
inferting,  at  the  fame  time,  fome  details  of  manufactures  and  commerce.  The 
opportunities  I poffefTed  of  gaining  fome  valuable  intelligence,  enable  me  to  in- 
fert  feveral  accounts  hitherto  unpublifhed,  which  I believe  my  commercial  read- 
ers (fhould  I have  any  fuch),  will  not  be  dilpleafed  to  examine. 


Woods,  - 

Timber,  . 
Hoops,  &c. 
Staves,  - 

Pianks, 

Pitch  and  ta-, 
Alhes, 

Soda  and  pot-afli, 


Imjpwts  into  France  in  1784. 


liv.  : 

liv. 

216,200 

Kelp, 

50,700 

Hemp,  -=  « 

4*3S5»3°® 

i,S66,8oo 

Peat  afhes  for  manure. 

665,100 

Hemp  and  flax  thread. 

2,091,100 

92,100 

Grain, 

141,500 

Thread  of  refufs  filk. 

55,800 

628,500  j 

Millet  and  Canary,  - 

5-1,400 

Various  wools. 

25,925,000 

2,412,000  1 

Flax-feed, 

612,600 

Spun  ditto,  » 

119,400 

825,200 

Hops, 

272,400  i 

j Visonia  ditto. 

- 259,800 

1,372,600  ■ 

Tallow  loaves. 

3*i33j4co  1 

| FJax, 

1,109,500 

3*873,900  i 

■ Ref ufe  of  fiik. 

94,900  i 

i Silk  raw,  * » 

29,582,7-0 

Mercery,  thread,  & boneterie. 

Woollen  fluffs, 

Ditto  tiik,  » 

Bours  d’oefl. 

Silk  ^auze%, 

Silk  handkerchiefs,  - 

Silk  ribbons,  - 
Ribbons  of  wool. 

Thread  ribbons. 

Ribbons  of  thread  and  wool. 
Linen,  flax.  Sc  hemp,  mix  d. 
Linen  of  flax. 


335>Sco 

81,300 

43°*7oo 

252j-oo 

54.700 

1 *5*900 

374,+co 

87j5oo 

1,406,100 

92.700 
1,918,600 
4*^49,700 


Manufactured  Goods* 


Table  linen. 

Linen  called  platile, 

treilis , 

— — couth  hemp. 

Sail  cloth, 

Canales, 

Y eliow  wax,  ~ 
Cordage, 

Ho  fe-hair,  - 

Raw  hides, 

Diflilled  waters  and  oils, 

Eflenws, 


99,2£C 

Drefler,  -- 

602, ICO 

Oil  of  graft. 

892,700 

Corks,  - — 

432,000 

■ in  plank. 

157*700 

Skins,  — *• 

50,300 

■ goats  and  kids, 

1,317,900 

calves,  - «■ 

99,000 

' •— — hares  and  rabbit?. 

59>c-'0  j 

Quills, 

2,805*400  I 

Bed  feathers,  — 

5 5°o 

Hog  and  wild  boar  hair, 

126,500 

Coaches,  » = 

93,200 
248,3c  o 
219,300 
S7*ioo 

873.400 

148.400 
113,200 

78,600 

143,500 

81,700 

248,^00 

783,900 


3 S 2 


Edibles. 


5oo 
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iiv. 


Almonds,  - 

I 4°>6oo 

Butter,  »> 

880,100 

Salt  beef,  - — 

1 ,716,400 

Salt  pork. 

i3i,6oo 

Cheefe, 

3»352>?oo 

Fruits, 

238,100 

Lemons  and  orange*,  &e. 

(in 

No.  17,543,00c), 

73i,°oo 

Sweetmeats, 

52,600 

Dried  fruits  and  figs. 

254,600 

Dried  grapes,  - 

248,300 

Wheat, 

S»34',9oo 

Rye, 

139,^00 

Barley, 

163,800 

Oil  of  Olives, 

25>6i5j7qo 

Edibles. 


iiv. 

Legumes, 

5 50,900 

Vermicelli, 

287,200 

Salt, 

113,800 

V arious  edibles, 

90,800 

Beer, 

383,500 

Brandy  of  wine,  . 

1,151,900 

■-  corn, 

1,086,900 

Liqueurs  and  lemon  juice. 

62,900 

Various  wines. 

684,900 

Defert  wines. 

362,200 

L'weflock. 

31,800 

Cattle  of  all  forts. 

Oxen, 

1,355,20° 

Sheep, 

1,087,000. 

Hogs, 

Iiv. 

276,100 

1,264,800 

Caws  and  bull*, 

Calves,  - - 

89,300 

Horfes, 

2,°52>9°° 

Mules, 

148,400 

Drugs. 

Liquorice  juice, 

67,300 

Gaul  nuts, 

313,000 

Madder, 

476,600 

Roots,  of  Allifary, 

226,300 

Saffranam, 

578,700 

Shu  mac, 

73,100 

Turnfole, 

87,600 

Tobacco  leaf. 

5,993,100 

Various  woods*  » 

Plank, 

Pitch  and  tar, 

Common  alius. 

Charcoal, 

Coals, 

Grains,  * 

Colefeed, 

Garden-feeds,  - 

Fiax-feed, 

Bours  cf  filk. 

Hemp, 

Thread  of  flax  and  hemp. 
Wool, 

Silk,  — — 

Boneterie  of  thread,  &c. 

filofel. 

Woollen  ftockings,  -* 

Wcoli  n caps,  — . 

Boneterie  of  liik,  — 

Hats,  — — 

Boneterie  of  hair  and.  wool. 
Silk  laces,  - — 

Laces  of  thread  and  filk,. 
Woollen  cloth,..  — 

Various  fluffs,  — 

Woollen  fluffs,  - 

Stuffs  of  thread  and.  wool, 

• hair,  - 

hair  and  wool, 

rich  in  gold. 

Silk  fluffs,  — 

Stuffs  mixed  with  filk 
Silk  gauzes,.  — 

Thread  and  filk  gauzes. 
Thread  and  cotton  handker- 
chiefs, — — 

Silk,  handkerchiefs. 

Silk  ribbons,  — . 


89.600 
66,300 

^ 5 5 ? 7 00 

152.000 

70.600 

419.000 

148.900 

144.900 

75?7co 

2.48.900 
94,700 

47»2oo 

143,400 
*>576, 3oo 
2,6  57,600 
175,100 
83,400 
365,500 
41 3,  J 00 
3,375,100- 
86,200 

910.300 
2,589,200 

445.30° 

*-5>53°>900 

122.300 

7.491.3.00 

109.300 
33655j7oo 

63.3.600 
1,538,500 

143^343^00 

649 . 600 

5.452.000 

209.000 

405,800 

1 1 8.000 
1*231.900 


Exports  the  fame  Tear. 

Linen  of  flax  and  hemp  ' 

mixed,  — — 12,43 7j2°° 

i — flax,  - 1,727,800 

■ fine,  — 3463  3 00 

Cambric  and  liner',  — 

Linen  of  thread  and  cotton,  291,  ,oo 

flamoifcs,  — 1,047,600 

hemp,.  — 344>30° 

Candles,  - — 78,700 

Wax,  . — = 440,800 

Wax.  candles,  — 90,400 

Woollen  blankets,  — 129,800 

Raw  leathers,  — 96,300 

Prepared  leathers,  — 304>5°° 

Leather  curried,  — 137,700 

■ tanned,  — 698,100 

Di ft  lied  water  and  oils,  167,500 

Gloves  of  Skins,  — 63,900 

Grenoble,  — 491,700 

Dreffes,  - - 131,100 

Oil  of  grains,  — 368,100 

Corks,.  - - 65,500 

in  plank,  — iic>6oo 

Cabinet  ware,  — 65,700 

Willow  ware,  — 54.800 

Cole  feed  cakes,  — 547,600 

Parchment,  — 76,100 

Perfumery,  — — 196,100 

Various  skins,  — x 23,500 

Skins  of.  goats  and  kids,  1,56,800 

calves  prepared,  448,600 

fheep  ditto,  — 312,500 

• calves  curried,  - 1,571,100 

fhecg  and  calves  tan- 
ned, - -.  2.56,000 

Feathers  prepared,  — 54,600 

Soap,  - =-■  t,3/6»7c0 

Various  edibles,  — 49,100 

] Almonds,  — 450,800 


Butter,  ™ 

Salt  meat,  — 

Flour,.  ~ 

Cheefe,  — 

Various  fruits,.. 

Raw  ditto,  — 

Dried  ditto. 

Prunes  dried,  • 

Grapes,.  — 

Wheats 

Rye, 

Meflin  and  Maiz, 

Indian  corn,  — 
Barley,  — 

Legumes, 

Oil  of  olives. 

Honey,  ■* 

Eggs, 

Salt, 

Wine  brandy. 

Corn  ditto. 

Liqueurs,  — 

ines. 

Wines  of  Bourdeaux, 
Vinegar, 

Cattle,. 

Oxen  (No.  7659), 
Sheep  (No.  104,990}, 
Hogs,  ^ - 

Cows  and  bulls, 

Horfes, 

Mules, 

Saffron, 

Oil  of  terebinth. 
Terebinth, 

Verdigrife, 

Tobacco  leaf, 

rappe. 


118,40,* 

121.400 
1,271,500 

144.100 

279.000 
131,500 

69,600 

79I37°o 

324.200 
2,608,300 

239,40a 
52,700 
633  10a 

321.100 

558.600 
1,346,100 

361.800 
75,200 

2,189,800 
ix  035,200 
1,045  5°° 
205,300 
6,807,900 
16,1 50,900 

124.400 

108.600 
i,oS8,2co 
1,017,2  00 

965.800 

227.000 
455,700 

1,505,000 

239.200 
46,000 

128.400 
266,300- 

418.400 

653.100 


hh,  B,  The  provinces  of  Loral  ne,  Alface,  and  the  three- bifhoprics,  are  not  included  in  tiirS  account, 

nor  any  export  or  import  to  or  from  the  Weft  indies. 


Total  export, 
import. 

Balance*. 


^07»i5Ii7°Q^v*' 

27i3365>000 

35,786,700  £.  1,565, 668  fterlmg- 

Xmporfs . 
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Imports  into  France  in  17  87. 


Steel  from  Holland,  Switzer- 

liv. 

land,  and  Germany, 

862  000 

Copper, 

, 217,000 

Tin  from  England, 

Iron  from  Sweden  and  Germa- 

885,000 

ny, 

8,469,000 

Brals  from  ditto, 

Lead  from  England  and  the 

1,175,000 

Hanfiatic  towns, 

Steei  manufactures  from  Ger- 

2,242,000 

many  and  England, 

Coals  from  England,  Flan- 

4,927,000 

ders,  and  Tufcany, 

5,674,000 

Woods  from  the  Baltic, 

5,408,000 

Woods  feuillard  & merclr.y 

1,593,000 

Cork  from  Spain, 

262,000 

Fitch  and  tar. 

i>5  57  *oco 

Allies,  foda,  and  pot-alh, 

5,762,000 

Yellow  wax. 

2,260,000 

Timber  and  wood  of  all  forts. 

166,300 

Pitch  and  tar. 

317,100 

Aihes  for  manure. 

59,400 

Charcoal, 

3 1,300 

Vetch  hay, 

12,000 

Garden  feeds,  flax-feed,  & c. 

988,500 

Greafe, 

17,300 

Hops,  - - 

TOC, 600 

Tallow-loaves, 

145,600 

Cocoon  fi.k  refufe, 

41,5°° 

Threads  of  ail  forts. 

24I5600 

Hemp,. 

II7,ICO 

Wooi,  raw  and  fpun. 

4,378,905 

Flax,  - 

22,800 

Rabbzits  wool,- 

10,400 

Siik, 

62S.OOO 

Starch, 

32,200 

Caudles,  — 

131,900 

Horfes,  - — 

42,100 

Wax,  - 

307,800 

Cordage, 

268,000 

Tanned  leather,  - 

x, 280,300 

Raw  leather. 

1 1 6,coo 

Difliiied  waters  and  oils. 

162,500 

Pigeon’s  dung. 

37,cco 

Total  exports,  including  the  art: 

imports,  - 

- 

Balance, 

- 

Garden  feeds,  flax,  and  mil- 
let, - - ijU5»ooo. 

Madder  and  roots  of  Alii-- 

fary,  - - 962,000 

Wheat,  - - S,  1 1 6.000 

Rice,  - - 2,040,000  | 

Bariev,  - - 3 5>ooo  j 

Legumes,  — - 94", 000 

Fruits,  - 3 060.000 

Gutter,  - --  2,507.000 

Salt  beef  and  pork,  2,960,000 

Cheefe,  - - 4,522,000 

Oil  of  olives,  - 16,645,000 

Brandy  of  corn,  - 1,874,000 

of  wine,  - 3,715,00c 

Wines,  — - 1,489,000 

Beer,  - - 469,000 

Oxen,  flieep,  and  hogs,  6,646,000 

Horfes  and  mules,  - 2.911,000 

I Raw  hides,  - 2,707,000 

Exports  in  the  fame  Tear , 

Spirit  of  wine,  - 144,700 

Effences,  - - 10.000 

Staves,  - - 22,800 

Gloves,  - - 428,900 

Linfeed-oil,  - - 174,800 

Corks,  . - 139,000 

olefeed  oil  cakes  - 449,300 

Shee,  roebuck,  and  calve-fkins 

tanned,  - - 2,705,200 

; Feathers  for  beds,  - 51,100 

Soap  - - 1,752,800 

Almonds,  - --  850,500 

Butter,  - - 88, 600 

Salted  meat,  - 487,700 

Preferved  fruits,  — 1,518,600 

Corn  of  all  forts,  except  here- 
after named,  - 3,165,600 

.Wheat,  - - 6,559,900 

Legumes,  - 949,200 

i Olive  oil,  - - 2,732,400 

Honey,  - - 644,600 

Eggs,  - - 99,800 

Sait,  - - 2,322,500 

Poultry,  - - 35  700. 

Cyder,  - - 17,500 


iiv. 

Skins  not  prepared,  i,i8o,odo 

Goat’s  hair  from  Levant,  1,137,000 

Bridles  of  hogs  and  wild 

boars,  - - 275,000 

Tallow,  - - 3,111.000 

Raw  wool,  - - 20,884,000 

Woollen  fluffs,  - 4,3255000 

Raw  fiik,  - - 28,266  000 

Silk  manufactures,  4,154,000 

Flax,  - - 6,056  000 

Linens  of  flax,  - 11,955,000 

Hemp,  - - 5.040,000 

Linen  of  hemp,  - 6,544000 

Cotton  from  the  Brazils,  the 

Levant,  and  Naples,  16,494,000 

Cotton  manufactures,  13  448,000 

Tobacco,  - 14,142,000 

Drugs,  fpic  s,  glrfs,  pottery, - 

books,  feathers.  See.  &c.  61,820,000 


Brandy  of  wine  (114,044 

muids),  - 14,455,600 

Liqueurs,  - - 234,000 

Wines  in  general  (159,222 

muids),  - 8,558,200 

Bourdeaux  (201,246 

muids),  - * 17,7x8,100 

Vin  de  liqueurs,  lo,cod 

Vinegar,  - 130.900 

Oxen,  hogs,  fheep,  &c.  5,074,200 

Mules,  horfes,  afies,  i,453,70°- 

Juice  of  lemons,  - 60,000 

liquorice,  - 3 5,500 

Liquorice,  - 24.600 

Saffron,  - - 214,9°° 

Roots  of  Allifary,  - 1,500 

Sait  of  tartar,  - 14,900 

Shumac,  - - 10,200 

Terebinth,  - — 33,IO° 

Turnfole,  - - 12,200 

Verdigrife,  - - 512.40a 

Cioth,  - - 14,242,400 

Woollen  fluffs,  - 5,615,800 

Cotton,  linen,  cambric,  & c.  19,692,000 
. Of  this  cambric, . 5,23c, goo  iiv. 


= imports,  - - 310,184,000 

Balance,  - 39,541,400  £.  1,729,936  fterlicg.- 

Explar.ation. — The  contraband  trade  of  export  and  import  has  been  calculated,  and  the  true  balance 
found  to  be  about  25,000,000  liv.  (1,093,750!.),  the  provinces  of  Loraine,  Aiface,. 
the  three  bifhcprics,  and  the  Weft-Indies,  not  included* 


f 7 yi r 

£/  » f / l ^ fib  ' 

v 


$oi 


COMMERCE, 


Observations. 

The  preceding  accounts  of  the  trade  of  France,  for  thefe  two  years,  are  cor- 
rect in  all  probability  in  the  articles  noted ; but  that  they  are  imperfect  there  is 
great  reafon  to  believe.  In  1787  there  is  an  import  of  raw  metals  to  the 
amount  of  above  20  millions:  but  in  the  account  of  1784  there  is  no  fuch  ar- 
ticle in  the  lift,  'which  is  plainly  an  omiftion.  And  though  coals  are  among 
the  exports  in  1784,  there  are  none  in  the  imports,  which  is  another  omiflion. 
In  the  manufactured  articles  alfo  are  various  omiffions,  not  eafilv  to  be  accounted 
for,  though  the  treaty  of  commerce  explains  fome  articles,  as  that  of  cotton  ma- 
nufactures, &c. : the  idea  to  be  formed  of  the  exports  and  imports  of  France 
fhould  be  gathered  from  an  union  of  the  two,  rather  than  from  either  of  them 
feparate.  No  idea,  thus  to  be  gained  or  acquired  by  any  other  combinations,  will 
allow  for  one  moment  the  poftibility  of  a balance  of  commerce  of  70,000,000  liv. 
(3,062,500!.)  in  favour  of  France,  which  Monf.  Necker  has  calculated  it  to  be, 
in  his  book,  Ds  V Administration  des  Finances,  and  which  calculation  the  Marquis 
de  Cafiaux,  in  his  Mechanifm  des  Societe's,  has  refuted  in  an  unanfwTerable  man- 
ner. It  will  be  curious  to  examine  what  is  the  amount  of  the  imports  of  the 
produce  of  land,  minerals  excluded. 

In  1784  the  imports  of  the  produce  of  land 
amounted  to, 

liv. 

Wool,  - - 25,925,000 

Silk,  - - 29,582,700  Hemp  and  flax,  - 11,096,000 

Hemp  and  flax,  - 5,494,800  Oil,  - - 16,645,000 

Oil,  - - 25,615,700  Hive  flock,  - 29,079,000 

Live  flock  and  its  produce,  18,398,400  Corn,  - - 11,476,000 

Corn,  - - 5,651,500  Tobacco,  - - 14,142,000 

Sundries,  - - 24,860,700  Sundries,  - - 24,2066,000 

J35>55Moo  1 55>794>ooo 

She  may  be  faid,  therefore,  to  import  in  a common  year  about  145,000,000  liv. 
(6,343,750!.)  of  agricultural  produ&s : and  thefe  imports  are  a ftriking  proof, 
that  I was  not  wide  of  the  truth  when  I condemned  fo  feverely  the  rural  c eco- 

s/ 

nomy  of  France  in  almoft  every  particular,  the  culture  of  vines  alone  excepted. 
For  the  country,  of  all  Europe  the  beft  adapted  by  nature  to  the  production  of 
wool,  to  import  fo  immenfely,  thews  how  wretchedly  they  are  underftocked 
with  fheep  ; and  how  much  their  agriculture  fuffers  for  want  of  the  fold  of 
thefe  five  or  fix  millions,  in  which  they  are  deficient  even  for  their  own  de- 
mand. The  import  of  fuch  great  quantities  of  other  forts  of  live  flock  alfb 
fpeaks  the  fame  language.  Their  hufbandry  is  weak  and  languifhing  in  every 
part  of  the  kingdom,  for  want  of  larger  flocks  of  cattle,  and  the  national  de- 
mands 


In  1787  the  fame  articles  are, 

liv. 

Wool,  - - 20,884,000 

Silk,  - - 28,266,000 
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mands  cannot  be  fupplied.  In  this  trade  of  live  flock  there  is,  however,  one 
circumflance  which  does  the  highefl  honour  to  the  good  fenfe  and  policy  of  the 
old  French  government ; for  though  wool  was  fo  much  wanted  for  their  fa- 
brics, and  many  meafures  were  taken  for  increafing  fheep  and  improving  the 
breed,  yet  was  there  no  prohibition  on  the  export  either  of  live  fheep  or  wool, 
nor  any  duty  farther  than  for  afcertaining  the  amount.  It  appears  that  they  ex- 
ported above  100,000  fheep  annually  ; and  this  policy  they  embraced,  not  for 
want  of  experience  of  any  other  (for  the  export  was  prohibited  for  many  years), 
but  finding  it  a difcouragement  to  the  breed,,  they  laid  the  trade  open,  and  the 
fame  plan  has  been  continued  ever  fince ; by  this  fyilein  they  are  fure  that 
the  price  is  as  high  in  France  as  amongfl  her  neighbours,  and  confequently 
that  there  is  all  the  encouragement  to  breed  which  fuch  equality  of  price  can 
give.  The  export  of  woollen  manufacture  in  1784,  amounts  to  24,795,800! iv* 
or  not  equal  to  the  import  of  raw  wool.  On  the  general  account,  therefore,. 
France  does  not  fupply  herfelf ; and  the  treaty  of  commerce  having  introduced 
many  Englifh  woollen  fluffs,  fhe  is  atprefent  further  removed  from  that  fupply, 
Coniidering  the  climate,  foil,  and  population  of  the  kingdom,  this  flate  of  her 
woollen  trade  certainly  indicates  a mofl  grofs  negleCt.  For  want  of  having  im- 
proved the  breed  of  her  fheep,  her  wrools  are  very  bad,  and  fhe  is  obliged  to  im- 
port, at  a heavy  expence,  other  wools,  fome  of  which  are  by  no  means  good  ; 
and  thus  her  manufactures  are  under  a heavy  diiadvantage,  on  account  of  the 
low  flate  of  agriculture.  The  fleps  fhe  has  taken  to  improve  her  wrools,  by  giv- 
ing penfions  to  academicians,  and  ordering  experiments  of  enquiry  upon  obvious, 
points,  are  not  the  means  of  improvement.  An  Englifh  cultivator,  at  the  head, 
of  a fheep  farm  of  three  or  four  thoufand  acres,  as  I obferved  above,  would,  in 
a few  years,  do  more  for  their  wools  than  all  the  academicians  and  philoiophers 
will  effeCl  in  ten  centuries. 

Bayonne..  Trade  here  Is  various,  the  chief  articles  are  the  Spaniih. 
commerce,  the  Newfoundland  fifhery,  and  the  coafling  trade  to  Breft,  Nantes, 
Havre,  Dunkirk,  &c.  they  have  an  export  of  wine  and  flour,  and  they  ma- 
nufacture a good  deal  of  table  linen.  They  build  merchant  fhips,  and  the  king 
has  two  frigates  on  the  flocks  here  under  flated  roofs.  Of  a merchantman, 
the  workmanfhip alone  amounts  to  about  1 5I1V.  a ton.  They  reckon  2000  failors 
and  fifhermen,  including  the  bafque  men,  about  fixty  fhips  of  different  fizes,  be- 
long to  the  place,  eight  of  which  are  in  the  American  trade,  feventeen  in  the 
Newfoundland  fifhery,  of  from  80  to  100.  tons  average,  but  fome  much  larger; 
the  reft  in  the  Spanifh,  Mediterranean,  and  coafling  trades.  Seamen  here  are 
paid  in  the.  Newfoundland  fifhery  36  liv.  a month  wages,  and  i quintal  in  5 cf 
all  the  fifh.  caught.  To  Dunkirk  27KV.  to  Nantes  45 liv.  per  voyage;  to  the 
Coaft  of  Guinea  50 liv.  per  month;  to  Bofton  and  Philadelphia  50  liv.  to  St* 
Sebaftkyi  24 liv.  the  voyage;  to  Bilboa  36  liv*.  to  St,  Andero  40  liv*  to  Colo- 
nial 
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nia  and  Ferro!  46  liv.  to  Lifbon  and  Cadiz  30  liv.  a month,  and  for  three 
months  certain. 

Bgurdeaux.  All  the  world  knows  that  an  immenfe  commerce  is  car- 
ried on  at  this  city  5 every  part  of  it  exhibits  to  the  traveller’s  eye  unequivocal 
proofs  that  it  is  great  5 the  Flips  that  lye  in  the  river  are  always  too  numerous 
to  count  eaiily ; I guefs  there  are  at  prefent  between  3 and  400,  befides  fmali 
craft  and  barges  ; at  fome  feafons  they  amount  to  1000  or  1300,  as  I was 
allured,  but  know  not  the  truth  of  it  ♦ I rather  queFion  it,  as  it  does  not  feem 
abfoiutely  to  agree  with  another  account,  which  makes  the  number  of  Flips 
that  enter  the  harbour  ten  on  an  average  every  day  ; or,  as  a her  ted  by  others, 
3000  in  a year.  It  may  be  Sufficient  to  fay,  at  prefent,  that  here  are  every 
tign  of  a great  and  flouriihng  trade  ; crouds  of  men  all  employed,  buly,  and 
active  ; and  the  river  much  wider  than  the  Thames  at  London,  animated  with 
fo  much  commercial  motion,  veil!  leave  no  one  in  doubt. 

Shipbuilding  is  a confiderable  article  of  their  trade ; they  have  built  fixty  Flips 


here  in  one  year  ; a tingle  builder  has  had  eight  of  his  own  on  the  flocks  at  a 


time;  at  prefent  they  reckon  the  number  on  an  average  from  20  to  30 ; the 
greater  number  was  towards  the  termination  of  the  war,  a {peculation  on  the 
cited:  of  peace ; there  are  fixty  builders  who  are  regifrered  after  undergoing  an 
examination  by  an  officer  of  the  royal  navy ; they  reckon  from  2 to  3000 
Flip -carpenters,  but  including  the  river  Garonne  for  many  leagues  ; alfo  15000 
faiiors,  including  thole  carpenters;  the  expence  of  building  riles  to  5I.  a ton, 
for  the  hulk,  mafks,  and  boats  ; the  rigging  and  all  other  articles  about  4I. 
more ; thirty-three  men,  officers  and  boys  included,  are  eftimated  the  crew  for 
a veiTel  of  400  tons,  eight  men  for  one  of  100  tons,  and  fo  in  proportion; 
they  are  paid  all  by  the  month  from  30  to  36  liv.  fome  few  40  liv.  carpenters 
40  to  50/  a day,  and  fome  3 liv.  there  are  private  Flip-owners,  whofe  whole 
trade  conFits  in  the  pofleilion  of  their  veflels,  which  they  navigate  on  freight 
for  the  merchants  ; they  have  a calculation,  that  Flips  laft  one  with  another 
twelve  years,  which  would  make  the  number  poFeFed  by  the  town  300,  built 
by  themfelv.es ; a number  I Fiould  apprehend  under  the  truth ; the  Bretons 
and  Dutch  build  alfo  for  them. 

Ships  of  a larger  burthen  than  700  tons  cannot  come  up  to  the  town  but  in 
fpring  tides. 

The  export  of  wine  alone  is  reckoned  to  amount  to  80,000  tons,  beFdes 
which  brandy  muft  be  an  immenfe  article. 

Havre  de  Grace.  There  is  not  only  an  immenfe  commerce  carried  on 
here,  but  it  is  on  a rapid  increafe ; there  is  no  doubt  of  its  being  the  fourth 
town  in  France  for  trade.  The  harbour  is  a foreF  of  maFs  ; they  fay,  a 50 
gun  Flip  can  enter,  I fuppofe  without  her  guns.  They  have  fome  very  large 

merchantmen 
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merchantmen  in  the  Guinea  trade  of  5 or  600  tons,  but  by  far  their  greateft 
commerce  is  to  the  Weft- India  fugar  iilands ; they  were  once  considerable  in 
the  fisheries,  but  not  at  prefent.  Situation  muft  of  necefiity  give  them  a great 
coafting  trade,  for  as  Ships  of  burthen  cannot  go  up  to  Rouen,  this  place  is  the 
emporium  for  that  town,  for  Paris,  and  all  the  navigation  of  the  Seine,  which 
is  very  great. 

Sailors  are  paid  40  iiv.  a month. 

There  are  thirty  Guineamen  belonging  to  the  town,  from  350  to  700  tons; 
1 20  Weft-Indiamen ; 100  coafting  trade;  moft  of  them  are  built  at  Havre. 
The  mere  building  a Ship  of  300  tons  is  30,000  liv.  but  fitted  out  60,000  liv. 

The  increafe  of  the  commerce  of  Havre  has  been  very  great  in  twenty-five 
years,  the  exprefiion  ufed  was,  that  every  crown  has  become  a louis,  and 
not  gained  by  rivalling  other  places,  but  an  increafe  nationally,  and  yet  they 
confider  themfelves  as  having  fuftered  very  considerably  by  the  regulations  of 
the  Marechal  de  Caftries,  in  relation  to  the  colonies  ; his  permitting  foreigners 
to  Serve  them  with  fait  provisions,  lumber,  &c.  opened  an  immenfe  door  to 
Smuggling  manufactures  in,  and  fugar  out,  which  France  feels  feverely. 

Honfleur.  The  bafon  full  of  Ships,  and  as  large  as  thofe  at  Havre,  I Saw 
fome  of  at  leaft  600  tons. 

Cherbourg.  Sailors  36 liv.  to  40  liv.  a month. 

St.  Brieux.  The  Ships  belonging  to  this  little  port  are  generally  of  200 
tons,  employed  in  the  Newfoundland  fisheries,  carrying  Sixty  men  of  all  forts, 
who  are  paid  not  by  Shares,  but  wages  by  the  voyage ; Seamen  200  liv.  to 
250  liv.  and  fome  to  500  liv. 

Nantes.  The  accounts  I received  here  of  the  trade  of  this  place,  made 
the  number  of  Ships  in  the  fugar  trade  1 20,  which  import  to  the  amount  of 
about  32  millions,  20  are  in  the  Slave  trade ; thefe  are  by  far  the  greateft  ar- 
ticles of  their  commerce ; they  have  an  export  of  corn,  which  is  considerable 
from  the  provinces  waihed  by  the  Loire,  and  are  not  without  minoteries,  but 
vaftly  inferior  to  thofe  of  the  Garonne.  Wines  and  brandy  are  great  articles, 
and  manufactures  even  from  Switzerland,  particularly  printed  linens  and  cot- 
tons, in  imitation  of  Indian,  which  the  Swils  make  cheaper  than  the  French 
fabrics  of  the  Same  kind,  yet  they  are  brought  quite  acrofs  France ; they  ex- 
port fome  of  the  linens  of  Bretagne,  but  not  at  all  compared  with  St.  Maloes, 
which  has  been  much  longer  eftablilhed  in  that  bufinefs.  To  the  American 
States  they  have  no  trade,  or  next  to  none.  I afked  if  Bourdeaux  had  it?  No. 
Marfeilles  ? No.  Havre  ? No.  Where  then  is  it  ? 'Tout  en  Tingle  ter  re. 

The  accounts  they  give  here  of  the  trade  to  the  Sugar  Iilands  is,  that 
Bourdeaux  has  twice  as  much  of  it  as  Nantes,  and  Havre  to  the  amount  of 
2 ^ millions,  this  will  make  it, 
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Bourdeaux, 

liv. 

- 60,000,000  ! 

And  the  proportion  of  fhips. 

Nantes, 

3°jOoo,ooo.  : 

1 Bourdeaux,  - ’ - 

240 

Havre, 

- 25,000,000 

I Nantes, 

1 20 

Merfeilles, 

ii5>ooo,ooo  ' 
» 50,000,000 

Havre, 

100 

460 

But  at  Havre 

1 65,000,000 

they  talk  of  120. 

Merfeilles,  **  — 

1 

140 

600 

The  whole  commerce  of  thefe  Hies  they  calculate  at  500  liv.  millions,  by 
which  I fuppofe  they  mean  exports,  imports,  navigation,  profit,  &c.  &c. 

The  trade  of  Nantes  is  not  at  prefent  fo  great  as  it  was  before  the  American 
war ; thirty  ihips  have  been  building  here  at  once,  but  never  half  that  num- 
ber now  3 the  decline  they  think  has  been  much  owing  to  the  Marifhal  de 
Cannes’  regulations,  admitting  the  North  Americans  into  the  Sugar  Iflands, 
by  wdiich  means  the  navigation  of  much  fugar  was  loft  to  France,  and  foreign 
fabrics  introduced  by  the  fame  channel.  The  40  liv.  a ton  given  by  govern- 
ment to  all  fhips  that  carry  flaves  from  Africa  to  the  Sugar  Iflands,  and  re- 
turn home  with  fugars,  and  which  I urged  as  a great  favour  and  attention  in 
government,  they  contended  was  juft  the  contrary  to  a favour ; it  is  not  near 
equal  to  what  wras  at  the  fame  time  taken  away ; that  of  favouring  all  cargoes 
of  fugar  in  fhips  under  that  defcrption,  with  paying  only  half  the  duties, 
2 \ inftead  of  5 per  cent,  and  which  equalled  60  liv.  per  ton  inftead  of  40. 

A fhip  of  300  tons  in  the  fugar  trade  thirty  hands,  but  not  more  than  iixteen 
or  eighteen  good  ones,  becaufe  of  the  law  which  forces  a certain  proportion 
of  new  hands  every  voyage. 

Weft- India  eftates  in  general  render  to  their  owners  at  Nantes  10  per  cent, 
on  the  capital  fo  invefted. 

They  aflert,  that  if  the  Eaft-India  trade  wTas  laid  open,  numbers  here  would 
engage  in  it.  There  is  a fhip  of  1 250  tons  now  at  Pambon,  idle  for  want  of 
employ. 

A circumftance  in  fhipbuilding  deferves  attention.  It  was  remarked  in  con- 
verfation,  that  many  Spanifh  fhips  baft  incomparably  longer  than  any  other ; 
that  this  is  owing  to  maftic  being  laid  on  under  the  copper  bottom.  Monf. 
Epivent,  a confiderable  merchant  here,  has  tried  it  and  with  the  greateft  fuc- 
cefs  ; copper  bottoms  all  with  copper  bolts  inftead  of  iron  ones. 

Building  a fhip  of  300  tons,  30  to  35,000  liv.  ten  now  building. 

L’Orient. 


C O M M .E  R c E.  . 


L'Orient.  Every  thing  I raw  in  this  port  fpoke  the  declenfion  of  the 
India  commercs,  the  magazines  and  warehoufes  of  the  company  are  immenfe, 
and  form  a fpedtacle  of  which  I had  feen  nothing  of*  the  kind  equal,  but  the 
trade  is  evidently  dead,  yet  they  talk  of  the  company  pod  effing  ten  fhips  from 
600  to  900  tons,,  and  they  even  fay,  that  five  have  gone  this  year  to  India  and 
China.  In  1774,5,6,  it  was  great,  amounting  to  60  millions  a year.  What 
activity  there  is  at  this  port  at  prefent,  is  owing  to  its  royal  dock  for  building 
fo me  men  of  war.  It  is  the  port  at  which  the  farmers  general  import  their 
American  tobacco,  the  contract  of  which  was  for  25,000  hogfheads,  but 
dwindled  to  17*000. 

Marseilles.  I found  here  as  at  the  other  great  ports  of  France,  that 
the  commerce  with  North  America  is  nothing,  not  to  a greater  amount  than 
a million  of  livres  a year.  The  great  trade  is  that  of  the  Levant. 

I was  informed  here,  that  the  great  plantation  of  M'onf.  Galifet,  in  St.  Do- 
mingo, has  1800  negroes  on  it,  and  that  each  negroe  in  general  in  the  ifiand 
produces  grofs  660  liv.  feeding  himielf  befides. 

Wages  of  feamen  33  to  40  liv.  a month-;  in  the  Mediterranean  33,  Ame- 
rica 40  liv.  A fihipof  200  tons  building  here  coils  for  timber  only  25,000  liv. 
of  300  tons  40,000  liv.  of  400  tons  75,000  liv.  the  wood  is  from  50  to  jof. 
per  cubical  foot ; fitting  out  afterwards  for  fea,  coils  nearly  the  lame. 

Weft  Lidia  Wade. 

The  following  is  the  flate  of  the  trade  in  1775?  as  given  by  Monf.  FAbbe 

Raynal. 

*• 

Products  exported  to  France  of  St.  Domingo , Martinique ? Guadaloupe , and. 


1 

Re-exported 

Value  of  re- 

Value. 

Irom  France. 

export. 

lb. 

liv. 

lb. 

liv-. 

Sugar, 

- 

— 

i66,353>834: 

61,849,38V 

104,095,866 

3 3,703,7  20 

Coffee, 

- 

- 

61,991,699 

20,421,099 

50,058,246 

23*757,464 

Indigo, 

■- 

- 

2,067,498 

17*573*733 

1,130,638 

9,610,423 

Cacao, 

- 

- 

1,562,027 

1,093,419 

794,-75 

555*99  2 

Rocon, 

- 

- 

352,216 

220,369 

153,178 

95,333 

Cotton, 

- 

- 

3*497,157 

13,017,892 

102,01  I 

255,027 

Hides, 

- 

- 

16,123 

180,078 

568 

5,112 

Garret, 

— 

- 

8,91 2 

89,1 20 

lOO 

1,000 

Candice, 

. - - 

- 

206,916 

5 5,7  5 2 

120,759 

32,604 

Wood, 

- 

- 

9,441,900 

922,222 

4,1 80,820 

408,355 

Sundries, 

- 

- 

i,352*i48l 

Silver, 

- 

- 

2,600,000 

i 

1106,378,155 

> 

73,425*533 

Sterling, 

- 

as 

t 

1 

n 7 * . 

o 
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Ships  that  carried  on  the  Trade  the  fame  Year. 


Dunkerque, 

Ships. 

13 

La  Rochelle, 

a* 

. Ships# 
*4 

Le  Havre, 

96 

Bourdeaux, 

- 

220 

Honfleur, 

4 

Bayonne, 

9 

St.  Malo, 

13 

Marfeille, 

7i 

Nantes, 

1 12 

i 

562 

In  1786,  the  imports 

from  thefe  colonies  into  France 

were. 

St.  Domingo, 

Martinique, 

Guadaloupe, 

Cayenne, 

Tobago, 

St.  Lucie,  nothing  dire&ly. 


1 31 ,48i,oooliv. 
23*958,000 
14,360,000 
919,000 
4;  1 13,000 


* 174,831,000 

Ofthefe, — Sugar,  174,222,0001b. — Coffee,  66,231,0001b — Cotton,  7>595jOoolb» 

The  navigation  in  569  fhips,  of  162,31 1 tons,  of  which  Bourdeauxf  employs  246  fhips, 

of  7 5,285  tons. 


In  1786  the  import  of  raw  fugar  was  greater  than  in  1784,  by 
Of  white  fugar,  by 
Of  cotton,  by 


lb. 

8*47  5*ooo 

i7*i55j°oo 

2,740,000 


Cotton  has  been  increafing  in  demand  by  foreigners,  who  took  in  1785, 
more  by  1,495,0001b.  than  in  1784;  and  in  1786  more  by  1,798,0001b. 
than  in  1785. 

In  1784,  France  fent  to  Africa  feventy-two  fhips  of  15,198  tons.  In 
1785,  the  number  102  fhips  of  36,429  tons,  and  in  1786,  fhe  employed  151 

* Total  in  1784  was  I39,ooo,oooliv.  What  can  Monf.  Begoueu,  of  Havre,  mean  by  railing 
this  to  230,000,000  ? — -800  fhips  ? — i2©o  fhips  ? — -25,000  feamen?  and  I do  not  know  what  other  ex- 
travagances? Precis  fur  /’  Importance  des  Colonies.  8vo.  1790.  p.  3,  5?  &c.  Another  writer  Hates, 
800  large  fhips,  500  fmall  ones,  and  value  240  millions ! Opinion  de  Monf.  Biiny  p.  7.  How  thefs 
calculations  are  made,  I do  not  conceive. 

-f-  Bourdeaux  I take  to  be  a place  of  greater  and  richer  trade  than  any  provincial  town  in  the  B'ri- 
tifh  dominions.  Our  greateft  are, 

Tons.  Seamen. 

Whitehaven,  53j°°0  - 4,000 
Sunderland,  53->°°3  - 3,3°° 


Ton;.  Seamen. 
NewcafHe,  which  in 
1787  pofTelied  of 
(hipping,  105,000  - 5,3 90 

Liverpool,  ^72,000  - 10, coo 


Whitby,  46,000  - 4,2 op 

Hull,  46,000  - 


Briftol, 

Yarmouth, 

Lvnn, 

D ubiin. 


Tons.  Seamen. 

33.000  - 4,070 

32.000 

16.000 

14.000 


fhips 
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/hips  of  65,521  tons,  the  cargoes  worth  22,748,000  liv.  of  which  navigation 
Nantes  pofTeffed  forty-two  fhips  ; the  cargoes  confided  of 

liv. 

617,000 


Arms, 

Pitch  and  tar. 
Cafes, 

Salt  meat,  & c. 

Cowrie-ihells, 

Coral, 

Cordage  and  fails. 
Cutlery, 

Copper, 

Woollen  cloths. 
Brandies, 

Stuffs  of  all  forts. 
Flour, 


82.000 

78.000 

677.000 

1.251.000 

265.000 

357.000 

132.000 

431.000 

393.000 

1.289.000 

566.000 

186.000 


Iron, 

Oil  of  olives. 

Legumes, 

Liqueurs, 

Handkerchiefs, 

Piaftres, 

Beads,  &c. 

Rice, 

French  linens. 
Foreign,  ditto. 
Bourdeaux  wines. 
Other  wines, 


liv. 

446.000 
41,000 

41 5.000 
a 00,000 

735>°°° 

514.000 
i 23,000 

25.7.000 

2.205.000 

8.865.000 
65  5,00.0 

1 14.000 


The  returns  to  France  in  fix  fhips  of  1180  tons,  brought  355,0001b.  of 
gurn  Senega,  37,0001b.  of  elephant’s  teeth,  both  worth  1,173,000  liv. 

But  the  flave  trade  on  French  bottoms  did  not  increafe  with  the  increafe 
of  the  African  trade  in  general. 

In  1784,  flave s fold  in  the  ifles,  - - 25,116 

1785,  ditto,  - - 17,147 

1786,  ditto,  - - 26,000 

But  as  the  produce  increafed,  there  feems  reafon  to  think,  that  foreigners 
partook  of  this  trade. 

Thefe  in  Freneh  bottoms,  the  total  numbers  muft  be  much  more  confider- 
able,  as  appears  from  the  following  table  of  St.  Domingo  only. 


Years. 

No.  Negroes 
fold. 

' Price.  , 

Y ears. 

Coffee  fold. 

Price .- 

liv. 

Ib. 

lb. 

17  8 3 

9>37° 

1 5,6  50,000 

. D83 

44,573>00° 

33,429,750 

1784 

25,025 

43,602,000 

I784 

52,885,000 

44,95^250 

1785 

21,762 

435634>000 

DS5 

57,368,000 

57,368,000 

1786 

27,648 

54,420,000 

1786 

52,180,000 

57>398;000 

30,839 

60,563,00  O 

1787 

70,003,000 

91,003,900 

1788 

29,506 

61,936,000 

1783 

68,1 511,000 

92,003,850 

\ 


It  deferves  obfervation,  that  while  the  quantity  aim  off  trebled  in  five  years, 
the  price  rofe  continually. 


Price  per  lb.  in  1783,  - 15/! 

1784,  - vjf. 

1785,  - -2.0/. 

* Memoirs  Envoys  Is  18  Juin  1790,  au  C:ml tides  Rapport  par  M.  de  la  Luzerne,  ? 
d’Etat.  4to.  p.  70^ 


Price  per  lb.  in  1786,  - 2.2. /• 

1787, . 26/ 
x/ss,  - ijj- 


'i:'c  See; 


Exports 
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Exports  from  France  to  thefe  ifles  in  1786. 

, To  St.  Domingo,  - 44,722,000  liv. 

Martinique,  - 12,109,000 

Guadaloupe,  - 6,274,000 

Cayenne,*  - 578,000 

Tobago,  - 658,000 

St.  Lucie,  nothing  directly, 

64,341,000 


Confifting  of  liv. 

Salted  beef,  - 1,264,000 

Stockings  and  caps,  - 722,000 

Hats,  &c.  - - 1,676,000 

Cordage  and  fails,  - 2,667,000 

Silk  lace,  - - 791,000 

Woollen  cloths,  - 602,000 

Stuffs  of  all  forts,  - 1,442,000 

Brandy,  - - 467,000 

Flour,  - - 6,515,000 

Iron,  - - 1,410,000 

Cheefe,  - - 740,000 

Oil  of  olives,  - - 1,314,00© 

Linen,  - - 697,000 

Handkerchiefs,  - 1,696,000 

Of  which  Bourdeaux  exports  to  the  amount  of  33,761,000  liv.  Foreign  articles 
exported  purfuant  to  the  arret  of  Auguft  30th,  were  4,967,000  liv. 

Imports  from  the  ifles,  174,831,000  liv. Exports  to  them,  64,341,000  liv. 

Balance  againft  France,  210,490,000, 

The  exports  in  1786  to  the  Ifles  were  lefs  than  thofe  of  1785  by  1 1,761,000  liv. 

But  the  exports  to  Senegal  were  greater  by  12,514,000  liv. 

The  decrease  was  in  manufactures ; 

Linens  in  1784,  17,796,000  liv. * 1786,  13,363,000  liv. 

Auguft  30,  1784,  in  the  miniftry  of  the  Marechal  de  Caftries,  foreigners  were 
permitted,  under  certain  regulations,  to  trade  to  the  French  fugar  iflands,  after 
a fpirited  controversy  in  print  for  and  againft:  the  meafure.  The  trade  of  1786, 
in  confequence  of  this  arret,  was  as  follows  : 


Gonfifting  of 

Muflins,  French,  foreign, 

and  Indian,  - 780,000 

Mercery  and  ciinqualeric  1,028,000 
Furniture,  - - 374,000 

Sundries,  - - 804,000 

Shoes,  - - 1,248,000 

Soap,  - - 1,402,000 

Tallow  and  candles,  - 1,420,000 
French  linens,  - 13,360,000 

Foreign  linens,  - 985,00a 

Bourdeaux  wines,  - 5,490,000 

Other  v/ines  and  liquors,  1,080,000 

64,34.2,000 
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Navigation  of  this  Trade* 


Imports. 

Ships. 

American  veffels,  1*392  — 

Tons. 

105,095 

h 

American, 

Exports. 

Ships. 

1,127 

Tons. 

— 85,403 

French, 

3*3  — 

9,122 

French, 

- • 534 

— 13,941 

Englifh, 

189  — 

10,192 

Englifh, 

153 

— 10,778 

Spanifh, 

245  — • 

6,471 

Spanifli, 

■249 

— 5>856 

Dutch,  Portuguefe, 
Swedes  & Danes, 

2 

34  — 

1,102  

2,229 

i33jio9 

Dutch,  See* 

32 

2*095 

— - 1,821 

1 17.799 

As  the  cultivation  and  exports  from  the  ifles  in  1786,  were  greater  than  in 
1784,  the  demand  for  French  manufactures  ought  to  have  been  greater  alfo  ; 
but  this  was  not  the  cafe  ; 

Export  of  French  linens  to  the  ifles  in  1784,  17,796,000  liv. 

1786,  13,363,000 

Aulns  of  French  linen  1784,  7,700,000 

1785,  5,200,000 

1786,  6,100,000 


It  would  have  been  found  fo,  if  the  arret  of  Auguft  30  had  not  opened  thecofo- 
nies  to  foreigners,  who  introduced  manufactures  as  well  as  lumber  and  provifions. 
It  is  a great  queftion,  whether  this  was  right  policy;  the  argument  evidently 
turns  on  one  great  hinge  ; the  peculiar  benefit  to  the  mother  country,  from  pof— 
fefiing  colonies,  is  their  fupply ; to  fell  them  whatever  they  demand,  and  to. 
fecure  the  navigation  dependent.  It  is  not,  to  be  lure,  of  fiagar  and  coffee  that 
nations  plant  colonies  3 they  are  fare  of  thofe,  and  of  any  other  commodities  if 
they  be  rich  enough  to  pay  for  them ; a Ruffian  or  Pole,  is  as  certain  of  com- 
manding fugar  as  a Frenchman,  or  an  Englifhman ; and  the  governments  of 
thofe  countries  may  raife  as  great  a revenue  on  the  import,  as  the  governments 
that  poiTefs  the  iflands.  The  peculiar  benefit,  therefore,,  of  colonies,  is  the 
monopoly  of  their fupply.  It  is  in  vain  to  fay,  that  permitting  the  colonifts  to  buy 
what  they  want  at  the  cheapeft  and  the  be  ft  hand,  will  enable  them  to  raife 
fo  much  more  fugar,  and  tend  ultimately  to  the  benefit  of  the  mother  country;, 
iince,  let  them  grow  as  rich  as  poffible,  and  increafe  their  culture  to  any  degree 
whatever,  ftill  the  advantage  of  the  mother  country  arifes  from  the  fupply  ; and 

"IP— 


if  die  lofes  that  to  g-ain  more 


up-2  r. 


die  lofes  all  for  which  the  poffefiion  is  de 


iireable.  It  would  be  right  for  every  country  to  open  her  colonies  to  all  the 
world  on  principles  of  liberality  and  freedom  ; and  ftill  it  would  be  better  to  go 
one  ftep  farther,  and  have  no  colonies  at  ail.  The  fugar  iflands  of  all  nations, 
in  the  Weft-Indies,  including  the  great  iiland  ci  Cuba,  ars  considerable  enough 


to- 
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to  form  an  independent  free  nation  ; and  it  wants  not  many  arguments  to  fhew, 
that  the  exigence  of  fuch  an  one  would  be  far  more  beneficial  to  the  Englifh, 
French,  and  Spaniards,  than  the  pofleffion  of  thofe  iflands  as  colonies.  Tore- 
turn,  however,  to  the  arret  of  Auguff  30,  there  is  reafon  to  believe,  that  the 
policy  which  induced  the  Marcchal  de  Caflries  to  alter  the  exuding  laws  relat- 
ing to  foreigners  was  questionable,  and  attended  with  evils,  in  proportion  to  the 
extent  of  the  trade  that  took  place  in  confequence. 

The  refult  of  the  French  Sugar  trade,  refembles  nearly  that  which  England 
carries  on  with  her  Sugar  colonies,  namely,  an  immenfe  balance  againft  her.— 
We  have  writers  who  tell  us,  that  this  trade  ought  to  be  judged  by  a method 
the  reverie  of  every  other,  the  merit  of  it  depending  not  on  the  exports,  but  on 
the  imports  : I have  met  with  the  fame  idea  in  France  ; and  as  it  is  an  object 
of  very  great  confequence  in  the  national  ceconomy,  it  may  be  wrorth  re- 
marking,— 1 /"that  the  advantages  refulting  from  commerce,  are  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  national  induftry,  whether  in  agriculture  or  manufactures  ; and 
it  is  unquestionably  the  exports  which  give  this  encouragement,  and  not  the  im- 
ports of  a trade,  unlefs  they  are  the  raw  materials  of  future  labour.  2,  The  real 
wealth  of  all  trade  coniifts  in  the  confumption  of  the  commodities  that  are  the 
objedt  of  fuch  trade ; and  if  a nation  be  rich  enough  to  confume  great  quanti- 
ties of  Sugar  and  coffee.  She  has  undoubtedly  the  power  of  giving  activity  to  a 
certain  quantum  of  her  own  induflry,  in  confequence  of  the  commerce  which 
fuch  confumption  occafions,  whether  the  Sugar  be  the  produdt  of  her  own  colo- 
nies, or  thofe  of  any  other  power.  3,  The  taxes  levied  on  Wefl-Indian  commo- 
dities are  no  motive  whatever  for  effeeming  the  pofleffion  of  fuch  colonies  bene- 
ficial, lince  it  is  the  confumption  that  pays  the  tax,  and  not  the  pojj'ejjion  of  the  land 
that  produces  the  commodity.  4,  The  monopoly  of  navigation  is  valuable 
no  farther  than  as  it  implies  the  manufacture  of  fhip-building  and  fitting  out; 
the  pofleffion  of  many  Sailors,  as  inftruments  of  future  wars,  ought  to  be  ef- 
teemed  in  the  fame  light  as  great  Ruffian  or  Pruffian  armies;  that  is  to  fay, 
as  the  means  of  ambition ; and  as  the  inftruments  of  wide-extended  mifery 
5,  The  polTefiion  of  Sugar  iflands  is  the  inveftment  of  immenfe  capitals  in  the 
agriculture  of  i\merica,  inftead  of  the  agriculture  of  France  : the  people  of 
that  kingdom  ftarve  periodically  for  want  of  bread,  becaufe  the  capitals  which 
fhould  raiie  wheat  in  France  are  employed  on  Sugar  in  St.  Domingo.  What- 

* Prejudices  of  the  deepeft  root  are  to  be  eradicated  in  England  before  men  will  be  brought  to  ad- 
mit this  obvious  truth.  Thofe  prejudices  took  their  rife  from  a daftardly  fear  of  being  conquered  by 
France,  which  government  has  taken  every  art  to  propagate  ever  ilnce  the  revolution,  the  better  to 
promote  its  own  plans  of  expence,  profusion,  and  public  debts.  Portugal,  Sardinia,  the  little  Italian 
and  German  States,  Sweden,  and  Denjnark,  See.  have  been  able,  deficient  as  they  are  in  government 
and  in  people,  to  defend  themfelves  ; but  the  JBritilh  files,  with  fifteen  millions  of  people,  are  to  be 
conquered  ! 1 
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ever  advantage  the  advocates  for  colonies  may  be  fuppofed  to  iee  in  fuch 
pofleflions,  they  are  bound  to  fhew,  that  the  inveftment  of  equal  capitals  in 
the  agriculture  of  France  would  not  be  productive  of  equal  and  even  of  in- 
finitely fuperior  benefits.  6,  It  is  fhewn,  in  another  place,  that  the  agri- 
culture of  France  is,  in  the  capital  employed,  450,000,000!.  inferior  to 
that  of  England ; can  any  madnefs,  therefore,  'be  greater  than  the  invert- 
ment  of  capitals  in  American  agriculture  for  the  fake  of  a trade,  the  ba- 
lance of  which  is  above  100,000,000  liv.  againft  the  mother  country,  while 
nothing  but  poverty  is  found  in  the  fields  that  ought  to  feed  Frenchmen  ? 7,  If 
it  be  faid,  that  the  re-exportation  of  W eft-Indian  commodities  is  immenfe,  and 
greater  even  than  the  balance,  I reply,  in  the  firft  place,  that  Monf.  Necker 
gives  us  reafon  to  believe,  that  this  re-exportation  is  greatly  exaggerated  • but 
granting  it  to  rife  to  any  amount,  France  bought  thofe  commodities  before  fhe 
fold  them,  and  bought  them  with  hard  cafh  to  the  fum  of  the  balance  againft 
her ; firft  lofing  by  her  tranfadlions  with  America  the  fums  fhe  afterwards  gains 
by  exporting  to  the  north.  The  benefit  of  fuch  a trade  is  nothing  more  than  the 
p'rojit  on  the  exchange  and  tranfport.  But  in  the  employment  of  capital,  the  lofs 
is  great.  In  all  common  trades,  fuch  as  thofe  fhe  carries  on  with  the  Levant, 
or  with  Spain,  fhe  has  the  common  profit  of  the  commerce,  without  inverting 
any  capitals  in  producing  the  commodities  fhe  buys ; but  in  the  Weft-Indian 
commerce  fhe  inverts  double  capitals,  to  produce  the  goods  fhe  fells,  and  equally 
to  produce  the  goods  fhe  buys.  8,  If  it  fhould  be  faid  that  St.  Domingo  is  not 
to  be  confidered  as  a foreign  country,  with  which  France  trades,  nor  a colony, 
but  as  a part  of  itfelf ; and  that  the  balance  between  them  is  like  the  balance 
between  them  and  the  provinces,  then  I reply,  that  it  is  fo  ill  fituated  a province, 
that  to  encourage  a deviation  of  capitals  from  all  other  provinces  to  be  inverted 
in  this,  is  little  fhort  of  madnefs  firft,  from  diftance  and  cultivation  by  flaves, 
it  is  infecure.  If  it  efcapes  the  attacks  of  European  foes,  the  natural  progrefs  of 
events  will  throw  it  into  the  hands  of  the  United  States.  Secondly , it  demands 
a great  navy  to  defend  it  5 and  confequently  taxes  on  all  the  other  provinces, 
to  the  amount  of  two  millions  fterling  per  annum.  Of  wdaat  expence  to  Lan- 
guedoc, is  the  porteflion  of  Bretagne  ? Its  proportion  of  the  common  defence. 
Is  this  fo  with  St.  Domingo  ? France  pays  a marine  of  two  millions,  but  St. 
Domingo  does  not  pay  one  drilling  to  defend  France,  or  even  to  defend  itfelf. 
In  common  fenfe,  the  pofteftion  of  fuch  a province  ought  to  be  deemed  a 
principle  of  poverty  and  weaknefs,  rather  than  of  riches  and  of  ftrength.  9,  I 
have  converfed  on  this  fubjedt  at  Havre,  Nantes,  Bourdeaux,  and  Marfeilles  ; 
and  I have  not  yet  met  with  a man  able  to  give  me  one  other  folia  reafon  for  fuch 
a lyftem  than  the  fadt  that  agriculture  in  the  Weft- Indies  is  profitable,  and  not  fo 
in  France.  The  fame  argument  is  ufed,  and  with  equal  truth,  in  England.  I 
admit  the  fact ; and  it  recurs  at  once  to  the  pernicious  dodhine  of  laying  fuch 
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taxes,  refractions,  prohibitions,  and  monopolies  on  land  at  home,  that  men  in- 
clined to  purine  agriculture  as  a trade  mu  ft  go  with  their  capitals  into  another 
hemifphere,  in  order  to  reap  an  adequate  profit.  But  change  this  wretched  and 
abominable  policy ; remove  every  taxs  even  to  the  fhadow  of  one  on  land ; throw 
all  on  confumption ; proclaim  a free  corn  trade;  give  every  man  a power 
of  inclofure. — In  other  words  give  in  the  Bourbonnois  what  you  have  given  in 
Domingo,  and  then  fee  if  French  corn  and  wool  will  not  return  greater  profits 
than  American  fugar  and  coffee.  The  pcffeffion  of  fugar  iflands,  fo  rich  and  prof- 
perous  as  thole  of  France  and  England,  dazzles  the  underftandings  of  mankind, 
who  are.  apt  to  look  only  on  one  fide,  where  they  fee  navigation,  re-export, 
commercial  profit,  and  a great  circulation  : they  do  not  reverie  the  medal,  and 
fee,  in  the  mifchievous  deviation  of  capitals  from  home,  agriculture  languifh- 
ing,  canals  handing  ff ill,  and  roads  impaffable.  They  do  not  balance  the  cul- 
ture of  Martinique  by  the  landes  of  Bourdeaux ; the  tillage  of  St.  Domingo  by 
the  defer  ts  of  Bretagne  ; or  the  wealth  of  Guadaloupe  by  the  mifery  of  Sologne. 
If  you  purchafe  the  riches  that  flow  from  America  by  the  poverty  and  wretch- 
ednefs  of  whole  provinces,  are  you  blind  enough  to  think  the  account  a bene- 
ficial one  ? I have  ufed  no  arguments  againft  the  French  fu^ar  iflands  that  are 
not  applicable  likewife  to  the  Englifh  : I hold  them  to  be  equal  obhacles  to 
the  profperity  of  both  kingdoms ; and,  as  far  as  experiment  of  the  iofs  of 
North  America  goes,  I am  juftified  by  that  vafl  and  important  faff — that  a 
country  may  lofe  the  monopoly  of  a diftapt  empire,  and  rile  from  the  imagi- 
nary lofs  more  rich,  more  powerful,  and  more  profperous  ! 

If  thefe  principles  be  juifi,  and  that  they  are  fo  is  confirmed  by  an  immenfe 
range  of  fadts,  which  are  we  to  think  of  a politican  who  declares,  that  the  lofs 
of  Bengal,  or  the  Dutch  withdrawing  their  money  from  our  funds,  would  ruin 
England  * ? 

Export  of  the  Products  of  French  Agriculture  to  the  Weft -Indies , in  1787a 


Wine,  brandy,  &c. 

Edibles,  

Salted  meats,  *— 

Flour,  — — 

Legumes,  

Candles, 


Woods,,  cordage,  &c.  — 

Raw  materials  of  manufactures,  

Furniture,  cloaths,  & c.  the  raw  materials  of,  — 
Raw  materials- of  the  exports  to  Africa,  • — 

Exports  of  the  foil,  


IlV. 

6,332,000 

769,000, 

97 1 .000 
6,9  44,000 

300.000 

500.000 
2,8  69,000 

4.000. 000 

2.000. 000 
2,000,000 

26,685,000 


* Ganjid.  fur  les  Richejfes  et  le  Luxe.  8vo.  1787.  p.  492.  In  the  fame  fpirit  is  the  opinion,  that 
England,  before  the  lafl  war,  had  attained  the  maximum  of  her  profperity,  p.  483. 
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Fifheries, 

No  trade  is  fo  beneficial  as  that  of  fi filing ; none  in  which  a given  capital 
makes  fuch  large  returns  ; nor  any  fo  favourable  to  thole  ideal  advantages,  which 
are  fuppofed  to  flow  from  a great  navigation.  The  French  were  always  very 
afliduous  in  pufhing  the  progrefs  of  their  fifheries.  Suppofing  them  right  in 
the  principles  of  thofe  efforts  they  have  made  to  become  powerful  at  fea,  which, 
however,  is  exceedingly  queftionable,  they  have  certainly  adted  wifely  in  en- 
deavouring to  extend  thefe  nurferies  of  maritime  power. 

Ships.  Tons. 

Newfoundland  and  Iftand  fifheries,  1784,  . - 328  — 36,342 

i?  - 45°  — 48.631 

1786,  - 453  — 51,143 

Returnss  of  cod,  mackarel,  and  herring,  in  1784,  were  15,414,0001b. 

1785,  18,154,000 

178  6,  19,100,000 

Quantity  of  Newfoundland  dried  cod,  1784,  - 230,516  quintaux. 

1785,  - 241,850 

3786,  - 272,398 

Cod  exported  to  Italy  and  Spain,  1784,  — 1,835,0001b. 

17  85,  — - 2,410,000 

17  86,  — - 4,117,000 

This  great  increafe  attributed  to  the  arret  of  Sept.  1785,  which  granted  boun- 
ties on  the  export  of  cod  of  5 11  v.  and  of  ioliv.  per  quintal. 

Moft  of  the  national  fifheries  are  fiourifning ; they  employed  In  17 86, 

Ships.  Tons.  Ships.  Ton?. 

Herrings,  &c.  - 928  — Irifh  from  Dunkerque,  62  — 3, 742 

Newfoundland,  391  — 47,399  Whale,  - 4 — 970 

Dieppe  does  moft  in  the  fifhing  trade,  poffeiTing  556  fhips,  of  21,531  tons. 
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The  value  of  the  merchandize  embarked  in  1786,  on  board  the  fifhing 
vefiels,  3,734,000  liv.  and  the  returns  the  fame  year  were. 

Herrings  and  mackarel,  &c.  — 5,589,000  liv. 

Cod,  — — — 13,686,000 

Whales,  — — — 53,000 

Sundries,  *—  — — 200,000 

19,528,000 

Trade  with  the  United  States . 

The  commerce  with  France  carries  on  with  the  North  Americans,  is  all  the 
reward  the  reaps  from  having  expended  probably  50  millions  Rerling  to  fecure 
their  freedom.  Vifions  of  the  deprefiion  of  the  Britifh  power,  played  indeed  in 
the  imaginations  of  the  cabinet  of  Verfailles  j but  peace  wras  fcarcely  returned,  be- 
fore thole  airy  hopes  entirely  vanilhed ; every  hour  proved,  that  England,  by 
the  emancipation  of  her  colonies,  was  fo  far  from  lofing  any  thing,  that  £he  had 
gained  immenfely  : the  detail  of  this  trade  will  prove,  that  France  was  as  much 
deceived  in  one  expectation  as  in  the  other. 

liv. 

On  an  average  of  three  years  preceding  the  French  revolution,  the  imports 

from  America  were  - * - 9,600,000 

Ditto  into  the  French  fugar  iflands,  « 11,100,000 

Exports  of  France  to  North  America, 

Ditto  from  the  ifles. 

Balance,  - 12,500,000 

“ Ces  republicans, ” fays  Monf.  Arnould  *,  <s  fe  procurent  maintenant  fur 
nous,  une  balance  en  argent  de  7 a 8 millions,  avec  laquelle  ils  foudoyent  1’in- 
duflrie  Angloife.  Voila  done  pour  la  France  le  nec  plus  ultra  d’un  commerce, 
dont  Fefpoir  au  pu  contribuer  a faire  iacrifier  quelques  centaines  de  millions  et 
plufieurs  generations  d'hommes  1” 

Trade  to  . VLnJJia . 

It  is  commonly  fuppofed  in  England,  that  the  trade  which  France  carries  on 
with  Rufiia  is  very  beneficial,  in  the  amount  of  the  balance ; and  there  are 
French  writers  alio  who  give  the  fame  reprelentation  ; the  part  in  French  navi- 
gation will  appear  in  the  following  fbatement : 


20,700,000 

1.800.000 

6.400.000 

8,200,000 


'*  De  la  Balance  du  Commerce , 


1791.  tom.  1.  p.  234. 
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Iiv.  , • 

Imports  from  Ruffia  to  France  in  1788,  - 6,871,900 

From  France  to  Ruffia,  - - 6,108,500 

Balance  againft  France,  - - 763,400 

This,  it  is  to  be  noted,  concerns  French  bottoms  only;  the  greatefi:  part  of 
the  commerce  being  carried  on  in  Englifh  and  Dutch  bottoms 

The  whole  commerce  of  France  with  the  Baltic  is  faid  to  employ  6 or 
700  fhips  of  200  tons-f*. 

(T?~ade  to  India . 

At  the  period  of  the  Revolution  the  Rate  of  the  trade  to  India  was  as 
follows  : 

Imports  from  India  on  a medium  of  1785,  1786,  and  1787  34,700,000 

In  1788,  - - - - 33>300>000 

Merchandize . 

Iiv. 

Indian  manufadtures,  - 26,600,000 

Spices,  tea  and  coffee  of  Moka,  - - 6,000,000 

Silk,  cotton,  ivory,  woods,  - 1,150,000 

China,  &c.  &c.  - 493,000 

Drugs,  367,000 

34,610,000 


Exports  from  France  at  fame  time,  - 

Exports  to  the  ifles  of  France  and  Bourbon  on  an  average  of  the 


1 7,400,000  J 


fame  three  years,  - - - 4,600,000 

Imports,  - - 2,700,000 

By  the  regulation  of  May  1787,  confirmed  by  the  National  Afiembly,  Port 
Louis,  in  the  Me  of  France,  is  made  free  to  foreign  fhips,  by  which  means 
it  is  expected  that  that  port  will  become  an  entrepot  for  the  India  trade. 

* The  navigation  of  the  Baltic  will  appear  from  pne  following  lift  of  fhips  which  pafied  the  Sound; 


Englifh, 

Danifh, 

Swediffi, 

Pruffians, 

Dutch, 

Imperial, 

Portuguefe, 

Spaniih, 

American, 

Venetian, 

Ruffian, 

Clor mere  Recherchcs fur  les 

t lb.  p.  362. 


1784 

!785 

1784 

i785 

3172 

2535 

Courlanders, 

16 

25 

1691 

1789 

Dantzickers, 

T90 

161 

2170 

2136 

Bremeners, 

259 

176 

1429 

i358 

Hamburghers, 

75 

61 

1366 

i57r 

Lubeckers, 

63 

79 

167 

66 

Roftockers, 

53 

no 

33 

28 

Oldemburghers, 

8 

0 

19 

IS 

French, 

25 

20 

13 

5 

138 

20 

4 

114 

10,897 

10,226 

Finances , tom.  i.  p.  38 
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Navigation. 

There  is  not  much  reaftm  for  modern  readers  to  be  felicitous  concerning  the 
commerce  or  navigation  of  any  country ; we  may  reft  allured,  that  the  trading 
fpirit  which  has  feized  all  nations,  will  make  the  governments  anxious  to  pro- 
mote, as  much  as  poffible,  whatever  interefts  their  commerce,  though  their  agri- 
culture is,  at  the  fame  moment,  in  the  loweft  ftate  of  poverty  and  neglect.  All 
the  Englfth  authorities  I have  met  with,  refpedting  the  navigation  of  France,  are 
of  a very  old  date;  perfons  who  are  curious  in  thefe  fpeculations,  will  probably  be 
pleafed  with  the  following  account : 


Ships  in  France  cleared  cut-wards  in  1788. 


For  the  Levant  and  coaft  of  Barbary,  — 

Whale  ft  fiery,  — 

Herring  fiihery,  — — 

Mackarel  fiihery,  

Sardinia;  — 

Frefh  both  in  the  ocean  and  Mediterranean, 

God,  — 

Ail  parts  of  Europe  and  the  American  States, 

Weft-Indies,  — — * 

Senegal  and  Guinea,  * 

Haft-Indies,  China,  Ifles  of  France  and  Bourbon,  both  by 
company  and  otherways,  - 


N.  B.  The  total  navigation  in  Europe  and  America, 
•foreign  ihips,  amounts  to  9,445  flips  and  556,152  tons. 


Ships. 

Tons. 

366 

— ‘45>285 

1 4 

~ 3,232 

350 

— 9,804 

437 

— 4,754 

1,441 

— 4,289 

2,668 

— 11,596 

43  2 

— 45,446 

2,038 

— 128,736 

677 

— 190,753 

10  S 

— 35>227 

86 

— 37,157 

8,588 

— 5l6,2  79 

either 

by  French  or 

Monf.  Arnould  in  his  treatife  De  la  Balance  du  Commerce,  has  given  an  ac- 
count of  the  French  navigation  for  the  year  1787,  which  does  not  well  accord 
with  this,  I infert  an  extract  from  it  here  that  the  reader  may  have  the  op- 
portunity of  comparing  them. 


Table  of  the  Tonnage , French  and  foreign,  employed  in  the  Commerce  of  France 

in  1787. 


Europe,  the  Levant,  coaft  of  Barbary,  and  United  States, 

India  and  China,  — 

Coaft  of  Guinea,  Have  trade,  Ifles  of  France  and  Bourbon, 
Sugar  Jflands,  * 


French. 

Foreign. 

tons. 

tons. 

161,582 

532,687 

6,667 

45, 1 24 
164,081 

W hale 
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Wh  Si  e fifhery. 
Cod  fifhery. 
Herring  ditto, 
Mackarel  ditto, 
Anchovie  ditto. 
Sundry  fifheries, 
Coafting  trade. 


Total, 


French. 

tons. 

3>7  -o 
53,800 
8,602 
'166 
__  62 
12,320 

9 


Foreign. 

tons. 


5>- 


OJUl 


1,004,72 


6,123 


average  of  three  years' preceding  1773 


Foreign  trade, 
Coafting  trade, 
Fifhing  vefteis. 

Totals, 


*>i69>9  9 s 

538,810 

i 

2,007,661 

England 

CD 

, appears  by 

comparing 
1 cy 

writers. 

Lord  Sheffield,  for  the. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

Me  n. 

2719 

335. 5S3 

30,77 1 

3458 

219,756 

15,244 

I44-I 

*5>339 

bj774 

7 6'9 

S *0*579' 

5 2.7  3 9- 

This  is  exclulive  of  Scotland. 

Monf.  Arnoulc,  however,  allures  us,  that  at  the  period  of  the  Revolution,. 
France  poffeffed  1000  Grips  (I  do  not  love  fuch  round  numbers,  which  al- 
ways betray  inaccuracy,),  of  250  tons,  employed  in  long  voyages,  and  in  the 
cod  and  whale  fisheries  'K  The  whole  maritime  commerce  of  exportation, 
employing  at  the  fame  time  580,00a  tons  cf  all  nations,  of  which  152*000; 
tons  were  French. 

" Cabotage  ( ccafting  Trade  j the  fame  Tear . 

Ships. 

French  fhips,  ——  — 22,360 

Foreign  ditto,  — * — 60 


22,420  — 


1 c ns, 

597,666 

2,742. 

1,000,408 


Ah  B.  There  is  no  dlftindtion  between  Grip  and  voyage ; if  a Grip  clears  out. 
five  times  a-year,  ine  is  regiftered  every  voyage  The  article  Sardinia,  which. 
appears  lb  large  in  Grips,  and  fo  fmall  in  tonnage,  muil*  I Giould  fuppole*  be 
for  a.  Inhery  on  the  coaits  of  that  iiland*. 


* Obferv.  on  the  Commerce  cf  the  American  States-,  by  John  Lord  ShefEeld,  6th.  edit*,  p,  160, 
f Balance  du  Commerce,,  tcnw  ii.  p.  23.  8?o.  1 79  x’ 
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From  the  tonnage  of  thefhips,  as  they  are  called,  in  the  fifheries,  it  appears, 
that  they  are  little  more  than  boats  : thofe  in  the  herring  fifhery,  are  about  30 
tons  each— -and  in  the  mackerel,  little  more  than  10  tons. 


navigation-of  England 

for  a year. 

ending  the  30th  Septemb 

er,  1787, 

Ships. 

Tonnage* 

Men. 

Englifh, 

8,711 

— 9547729 

— 

843  532 

Scotch,  — - 

1,7  °° 

— i33j°34 

— 

I3>443 

Eaft  Indiamen, 

54 

— 433629 

— 

5,400 

Ireland,  «— 

- — 60,00© 

— 

>. 

10,465 

— 1 3i9i3392 

— 

i°3,375 

Without  including  the  W eft- India  trade,  or  that  of  the  North  American  colo- 
nies, or  the  African  or  Allan,  the  Indiamen  excepted* 


Progrefs  of  the  French  Commerce  * * 


Imports. 

liv. 

Exports. 

ii  v. 

1716 

to 

1720, 

peace,  average  per  annum. 

65,079,000  - 

— 106,216,000 

1721 

to 

1732, 

peace,  — 

80,198,000  - 

- 116,765,000 

1733 

to 

l735> 

war,  ■ — • 

76,600,000  — 

- 1 24,46  5,000 

*7  36 

to 

17393 

peace,  — 

102,035,000  — 

- 143,441,000 

1740 

to 

174^3 

war,  ■ — — 

112,805,020  - 

- 192,334,000 

1749 

to 

I7553 

peace,  — 

1 5 5>55  5i°°°  ~ 

- 257,205,000 

1756 

to 

17633 

war,  — — — • 

13337783000  - 

- 210,899,000 

1764 

to 

1776, 

peace,  — 

165,164,000  — 

- 309,245,000 

1777 

to 

17833 

war,  . — 

207,5363000  - 

- 259,782,000 

1784 

to 

1788, 

peace,  — 

301,727,000  — 354,423,000 

It  will  not  be  ufelefs  to  contrail  this 


Imports. 

Exports. 

L. 

L. 

17173 

6,346,768  — 

9,147,700 

1725, 

7,094,708  

1 1,352,480 

1735, 

8,160,184  

133  544,144 

1738, 

73438,960  

12,289,495 

17433 

7,802,353  

14,623,653 

17533 

8,625,029  

14,264,6  14 

1763, 

11,665,036  

16,160*181 

with  the  trade  of  England  1 


Imports. 

Exports. 

L. 

L. 

17713 

12,821 ,995  — 

17,161,446 

1783, 

13,122,235  — 

J5,45o,778 

1785, 

16,279,419  

16,770,228 

1787, 

17,804,000  — 

1 6,869,000 

1788, 

18,027,000  — 

17,47 1,000 

1789, 

17,8  2 1,000  

1 9,340,000 

1790, 

19,130,000  — 

20,  I 20,000 

As  the  balance,  or  ideas  of  a balance,  are  a good  deal  vilionary,  we  fhall  find,  by 
adding  the  two  columns  together,  that  the  trade  of  England  has  buffered  no  de- 

* Monf.  Arnould,  of  the  Bureau  de  la  Balance  du  Commerce  at  Paris,  ailerts,  I know  not  on  what 
authority,  that  the  Englifh  navigation  in  1789  amounted  to  2,000,000  tons, 
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cline,  but,  on  the  contrary,  is  greater  than  ever ; it  defer ves  attention,  however, 
that  the  progrefs  of  it  has  not  been  nearly  fo  rapid  as  that  of  France,  whofe  com- 
merce, in  the  laft  period,  is  3 § times  as  great  as  it  was  in  the  firit ; whereas  ours 
has  in  the  fame  period  not  much  more  than  doubled.  The  French  trade  has 
almoft  doubled  fince  the  peace  of  1763,  but  ours  has  increafed  not  near  fo 
much.  Now  it  is  cbfervable,  that  the  improvements,  which  in  their  aggre- 
gate mark  national  profperity,  have,  in  this  period  of  twenty-nine  years, 
been  abundantly  more  active  in  England  than  in  France,  which  affords  a 
pretty  itrong  proof  that  thole  improvements,  and  that  profperity,  depend  on 
Something  elfe  than  foreign  commerce ; and  as  the  force  of  this  argument  is 
drawn  direftly  from  fadts,  and  not  at  all  from  theory  or  opinion,  it  ought  to 
check  that  blind  rage  for  commerce,  which  has  done  more  mifchief  to  Europe, 
perhaps,  than  all  other  evils  taken  together.  We  find,  that  trade  has  made  an 
immenfe  progrefs  in  France ; and  it  is  elfe  where  fhewn,  that  agriculture  has 
made  little  or  none  : on  the  contrary,  agriculture  has  experienced  a great  in- 
creafe  in  England,  though  very  feldom  favoured  by  government,  but  commerce 
an  inferior  one ; unite  this  with  the  vaft  fuperiority  of  the  latter  in  national  pro- 
sperity, and  furely  the  leffon  afforded  by  fuch  fadts  needs  no  comment. 


Of  the  Premiums  for  the  Pncourage?nent  of  Commerce  in  France . 

The  French  adminiffration  has  long  been  infedted  with  that  commercial 
fpirit  which  is  at  prefent  the  difgrace  of  all  the  Cabinets  of  Europe.  A to- 
tally falfe  efcimate  that  has  been  made  of  England,  has  been  the  origin  of  it, 
and  the  effect:  has  been  an  almoil  univerfal  neglect:  of  agriculture. 

The  premiums  paid  in  France  for  encouraging  their  commerce  are  the  fol- 
lowing, and  the  amount  for  a year  ending  the  ill  of  May  1789,  is  added. 


Expenfe  of  tranfporting  dry  cod  to  the  American  ifles,  and  to  various 
foreign  countries,  at  the  rate  of  5,  10,  and  12  liv.  per  quintal,  by  the 
arret  of  1 8th  Sep,  1785,  and  nth  Feb.  1787,  — — — 

Bounty  payable  on  the  departure  of  Ihips  for  the  coaft  of  Guinea  and 
for  Mozambique,  at  the  rate  of  40  liv.  per  ton,  by  the  arrets  of  26th  Oct. 

1784,  &C.  -r? — — 

Bounty  on  the  negroes  transported  into  the  Colonies  at  the  rate  of  60  to 
100  liv.  a-head,  by  the  arret  of  26th  Oct.  1781,  and  of  160  liv.  and  200  liv. 

fey  that  of  the  10th  Sep.  1786,  — — 

Bounty  for  encouraging  the  navigation  in  the  North  Sea,  at  the  rate 
of  3>  4,  6,  and  10  liv.  per  ton,  by  the  arret  of  25th  Sept.  *— 

Bounty  on  the  export  of  refined  fugar  4 liv.  the  quintal,  by  the  arret 
of  26th  May,  1786,  — — — 

Encouragements  given  to  feventeen  manufactures,  39,000  j 
To  others,  * *=■='*  — * 6i,ooo£ 

3 X 


liv. 


547,000 


h9$°}  000 


865,000 

4>ooo 


108.000 

100.000 


Bounty 
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Bounty  of  4I1V.  per  iooclb.  of  caft  iron,  granted  to  the  foundries  of 
Mont  Cenis  in  Bourgogne,  — — — — - — 18,000 

Bounty  granted  to  the  people  of  Nantuket  eftablifhed  at  Dunkerque 
for  the  whale  fifnery,  at  50I1V.  per  ton  of  oil,  — — • — 170,000 

To  the  coal  mines  of  the  kingdom,  — — — - 100,000 

r *3,862,000 

I hope  it  does  not  at  this  time  of  day  want  much  explanation,  or  many  ob- 
fervations  on  this  contemptible  catalogue  of  the  commercial  merit  of  the  old 
government  of  France.  The  fifheries  and  fugar  iflands,  if  we  are  to  believe 
the  French  writers,  are  the  molt  valuable  and  the  moil;  important  articles  of 
the  French  commerce. — How  can  this  be,  if  they  want  thefe  paltry  bounties 
to  affift  them  ? St.  Domingo  is  faid  in  France  to  be  the  richeft  and  mod:  va- 
luable colony  there  is  in  the  world : I believe  the  fadt ; but  if  we  were  to  con- 
lider  only  a premium  on  fupplying  it  with  Haves,  we  fhould  be  apt  to  imagine 
it  a poor  fickly  fettlement,  fcarceiy  able  to  fupport  itfelf.  If  cultivation  is 
vigorous  there,  it  demands  Haves  without  any  bounty ; if  it  is  not  vigorous,  no 
bounty  will  make  it  fo ; but  the  objedt,  real  or  pretended,  of  bounties,  is  to 
induce  people  to  inveft  capitals  in  certain  employments,  which  they  would 
not  fo  inveft  without  fuch  bounties.  This  is  to  profefs  giving  bounties  to  the 
inveflment  of  capitals  in  American  agriculture,  rather  than  in  that  of  France  $ 
the  tendency  is  clear ; but  in  this  age  it  furely  becomes  a queftion,  whether 
the  landes  of  Bretagne  and  Anjou  would  not  be  as  deferving  of  fuch  a bounty 
as  the  forefts  of  Hifpaniola  ? 

To  remark  on  all  thefe  premiums  is  unneceftary  ; it  is  fufficient  to  obferve, 
that  all,  except  that  for  coal,  is  abfurd,  and  that  that  is  fo  given  as  to  be 
ufelefs. 

Of  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  between  Great  Britam  and  France . 

This  celebrated  meafure  was  fo  thoroughly  debated  in  England,  that  I Hiall 
not  go  again  over  ground  trodden  almoft  bare  3 but,  with  attention  chiefly  to 
brevity,  give  fome  French  authorities  upon  it,  which  are  but  little  known  in 
England. 

There  are  in  mofl  of  the  great  commercial  towns  in  France,  ibcieties  of 
merchants  and  manufadturers,  known  under  the  title  of  Chambre  du  Commerce  $ 
thefe  gentlemen  aflociate  for  the  purpose  of  giving  information  to  the  miniflry 
©n  any  commercial  queftion  upon  which  their  opinion  is  demanded,  and  for 
other  purpofes  that  concern  the  trading  interefts  of  their  refpedtive  towns. 
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The  Chamhre  du  Commerce  de  Normandie , on  occafion  of  this  treaty,  printed 
and  difperfed  (it  was  not  fold)  a pamphlet  entituied,  Obfervations  fur  le  traits 
de  Commerce  entre  ia  France  & V Angle  t err  e. 

In  this  work  they  inform  their  readers,  that  in  order  to  draw  a fair  com- 
panion between  the  advantages  and  difadvantages  of  the  two  kingdoms  in 
manufactures,  they  had  deputed  two  merchants  of  Rouen,  fufiiciently  under- 
ftanding  in  the  fabrics  of  Normandie,  and  who  fpoke  Englifh,  to  take  a 
journey  to  the  manufacturing  parts  of  England,  in  order  to  acquire  authentic 
intelligence,  and  upon  their  return  they  were  delired  to  make  a fimilar  tour 
through  the  manufactures  of  Normandie,  that  they  might  poffefs  themfelves 
of  the  knowledge  requifite  fora  fair  companion;  and  from  their  reports,  as 
well  as  from  other  materials,  the  Chambre  du  Commerce  fpeak  in  their  ob- 
fervations : 

te  But  while  we  are  embarking  in  this  undertaking,  the  alarm  of  our 
commerce  increafes  every  day,  and  becomes  a real  evil  by  a mo  it  aCtive  tale  of 
every  article  of  Englifh  manufacture,  which  can  enter  into  competition  with 
our  fabrics.  There  is  not  an  article  of  habitual  confumption  with  which  Eng- 
land has  not  filled  all  the  magazines  of  France,  and  particularly  thofe  oF  this 
province,  and  in  the  greatefl  number  of  thefe  articles  the  Englifh  have  a 
victorious  preponderance.  It  is  afflicting  to  fee  the  manufacturers  w-ho  fufter 
by  this  rival fhip  already  diminifhing  fucceffively  the  number  of  their  work- 
men, and  important  fabrics  yielding  in  another  manner  to  the  fame  fcourge; 
by  Englifh  goods  being  fubftituted  in  the  fale  for  French  ones;  receiving  a 
preparation  agreeable  to  the  confumption,  named,  marked,  and  fold  as  French, 
to  the  infinite  prejudice  of  the  national  induftry. 

et  The  Chamber  is  apprehenfive  of  the  immediate  efieCt  of  the  introduction  of 
Englifh  cottons,  whereof  the  perfection  of  the  preparation,  the  merit  of  the 
fpinning,  united  with  their  cheapnefs,  has  already  procured  an  immenfe  fale. 
A coup  d’ceil  upon  the  folio  5 of  the  table  of  patterns  of  Manchefter,  and  the 
Fauxbourg  St.  Sever,  at  Rouen,  will  demonftrate  the  difadvantages  of  the 
latter. 

“Our  potteries  cannot  efcape  a notable  prejudice ; the  low  price  of  coals  in 
England  enables  the  Englifh  to  underfell  us  in  thefe  articles  25  per  cent.;  con- 
fiderable  cargoes  have  already  arrived  at  Rouen. 

“ The  36,000  dozen  pairs  of  ftockings  and  caps  of  cotton,  made  in  the  ge- 
nerality, are  the  produce  of  1 200  looms.  Within  three  months  it  is  calcu- 
lated, that  at  Rouen  alone,  more  than  one  hundred  have  flopped.  The  mer- 
chants have  made  provision  of  Englifh  goods,  for  more  than  30,000  dozen 
pairs  of  floe  kings  and  caps  have  already  been  imported. 
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te  MancheSler  is  the  Rouen  of  England,  the  immenfe  fabrication  of  cotton 
fluffs,  the  induilry  of  the  manufacturers,  their  activity,  the  refource  of  their 
mechanical  inventions,  enable  them  to  under  fell  us  from  io  to  15  per  cent. 
Every  circumftance  of  the  fabric  proves  the  riches  of  the  matter  manufacturers, 
and  the  folicitude  of  government  for  fupporting  and  favouring  their  in- 
dustry. 

“ In  general  their  fluffs  and  their  linens  are  finer,  of  a more  equal  fpinning, 
and  more  beautiful  than  ours  ; neverthelefs  they  are  at  a lower  price,  which 
proves  the  importance  of  their  machines  for  carding  and  fpinning  the  cotton 
in  a perfeCl  and  expeditious  manner.  By  the  aid  of  thefe  united  means,  they 
flatter  themfelves  at  Manchester  with  equalling  the  muffins  of  India,  yet  the 
highefl  price  of  thole  hitherto  wrought  does  not  exceed  8s.  a yard,  .but  the 
fabric  is  fo  considerable,  that  they  are  not  afraid  to  value  it  at  500,600  liv.  a 
week  • however  one  may  he  permitted  to  doubt  of  this,  one  mufl  be  amazed 
( effrdye)  at  the  immenfe  Sale  which  the  Englifh  have  procured  for  this  article, 
and  the  more  fo  as  we  have  been  aifured,  that  the  magazines  of  the  company 
contained,  within  a few  months,  to  the  value  of  80,000,000  liv.  in  India 
muffins. 

“ We  do  not  know  that  the  Englifh  have  in  their  fabrics  of  linen  any  other 
inventions  for  fimpfifying  the  labour  than  the  flying.  Shuttle  and  the  flax-mill, 
becaule  the  fibres  of  flax  are  not  adapted  to  the  application  of  machines  for 
fpinning  and  carding ; wTe  are,  however,  allured  that  they  have  found  means, 
by  water-mills,  to  weave  many  pieces  of  linen  at  the  fame  time  and  in  the 
fame  loom. 

<c  The  price  of  coals  in  the  preparation  of  cotton  is  of  fome  importance. 
The  inhabitants  ofManchefler  pay  for  coal  only  9s.  a ton,  of  20001b.  (French,) 
but  at  Rouen  it  is  47  to  50  liv.  the  ton. 

The  Englifh  are  forced  to  render  juflice  to  the  cloths  of  Louviers,  as  well 
as  to  thofe  of  Abbeville  and  Sedan.  They  cannot  difie  ruble  that  they  think 
them  more  foft  than  their  own,  and  that  the  colours  are  more  lively  and  more 
feducing,  but  we  cannot  hope  to  fell  them  in  England.  The. Englifh,  whe- 
ther through  a fpirit  of  patriotifm,  or  by  the  real  agreement  of  their  kind  of 
fabric  to  the  nature  of  their  climate,  prefer  their  cloths  extremely  fulled,  and 
of  colours  very  fomb're>  becauSe  the  fmoke  of  their  coal  fires,  combined  with 
the  humidity  of  the  atmofphere,  depositing  a greaSy  dull,  might  eafily  arfeCt 
our  colours  fo  lively,  but  of  little  Solidity ; however  it  may  be,  the  competi- 
tion at  prefect  of  the  English  in  France  cannot  be  very  hurtfu*  to  the  manu- 
factures of  Louviers,  Sedan,  and  Abbeville ; but  as  the  Englifh  import  as 
well  as  we  the  wools  of  Spain,  they  may  certainly  attain  the  beauty  of  the 
cloths  of  Louviers, 
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<c  The  fabrics  of  EIbceuf,  however  profperous,  have  not  the  fame  refources  as 
the  Englifh  ones  of  the  fame  kind,  excellent  national  wools  proper  for  their 
fabric  at  a low  price.  We  calculate  that  the  ordinary  cloths  of  five-fourths  breadth, 
and  15  or  i61iv.  price  per  auln,  can  fcarcely  withftand  the  competition  of 
the  cloths  of  Leeds,  called  Brifiols,  which  coft  only  11  liv.  theauln. 

cc  The  cloths,  ratines,  efpagnolettes,  flanelles,  and  blankets  of  Darnetal,  have 
moll  of  them  a fuperiority  over  many  fimilar  Englifh  fabrics ; but  the  low 
price  of  thefe  laft  will  render  their  competition  fatal.  We  cannot  too  often 
recur  to  the  advantages  which  the  Englifh  pofiefs  over  all  the  woollens  of 
France,  which  are  wrought  like  thefe  of  Darnetal,  with  the  wools  of  France. 
The  high  price  of  our  wool,  and  its  inferiority  in  quality*  to  that  of  Eng- 
land is  fuch,  that  this  inequality  alone  ought  to  have  induced  the  rejection 
of  the  treaty  of  commerce  on  the  terms  upon  which  it  has  pafied.  The  ma- 
nufacturers of  Darnetal,  Rouen,  Beauvais,  Amiens,  Lille,  and  Rheims,  ma y 
find  it  their  filtered:  to  import  Englifh  fabrics  before  they  have  received  the 
laffc  hand,  which  they  can  give  cheaper  than  in  England,  and  thus  appropri- 
ate to  themfelves  a profit  in  the  cheapnefs  and  beauty  of  the  Englifh.  wools* 
by  underfelling  the  fimilar  fabrics  entirely  French. 

“ The  Englifh  ratines  cannot  flipport  the  parallel  with  thofe  of  Andely, 
where  alfo  good  cazimirs  are  made  in  imitation  of  the  Englifh,  but  quite 
unable  to  ftand  againft  them.  Before  the  treaty  the  Englifh  cazimirs  came 
contraband  to  France,  and  were  therefore  dear,  but  now  all  the  magazines 
of  the  kingdom  regorge  with  them,  for  at  the  fame  time  that  they  are  cheap- 
er, they  are  in  quality  more  perfect,  of  a more  equal  grain,  and  lefs  fubjedt 
to  greafe. 

The  manufacture  of  cloths  at  Vire  has  fallen  from  26,000  pieces  per  ann,  to 
8000.  During  the  war  they  had  an  export  to  North  America,  but  on  the 
peace  the  cloths  of  Leeds  prefented  themfelves  with  a victorious  fuperiority a 
and,  will  hold  it  till  we  have  perfected  the  breed  of  our  fheep,  and  obtained 
fleeces  of  a greater  length  and  weight. 


<c  In  regard  to  the  fluffs  of  wool,  called  ferges,  molletons,  flanelles.  Ion- 
drfiis,  fatins,  burats,  carnelots,  baracans,  calmandes,  etamines,  cazimirs, 
fagathis,  "&c.  which  were  furnifhed  both  to  France  and  foreigners  by  Dar- 
netal, Aumale,  Beauvais,  Amiens,  Lille,  Rheims,  and  le  Mans,  they  muff 


fink  under  the  competition  of  the  fimilar  manufactures  of  England.  Durino- 

i- 

the  late  war  the  Spaniards  gave  confiderable  employment  in  thefe  articles  to 
the  manufactures  of  Amiens,.  Lille,  and  Aumale,  On  the  firft  report  of  a 


* The  manufacturers  of  France  poiTefs  no  fuch  iniquitous  monopoly  againft  the  farmer, 
the  difsrace  and  mifchlef  ofEngliih  agriculture. 
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peace,  they  not  only  fufpended  their  commiflions,  but  even  gave  counter  or- 
ders for  what  were  already  befpoke,  the  Englifh  having  offered  the  fame  fluffs 
20  per  cent,  cheaper  than  we  could  afford  them. 

44  We  may  obferve  in  fine,  upon  the  conditions  of  the  treaty,  that  the  Englifh 
have  contrived  to  leave  exceflive  duties  upon  all  the  articles,  the  trade  of  which 
would  have  offered  advantages  for  France,  and  to  prohibit  the  moil  interefting, 
to  admit  thofe  whereof  the  reciprocity  would  be  wholly  to  their  own  advantage  ; 
and  to  favour  in  a manner  almofl  excluiively,  in  their  importations,  fuch  as  are 
made  in  Englifh  bottoms  $ circumftances  which,  united  with  the  famous  act 
of  navigation,  explain,  in  a great  meafure,  the  difproportion  which  exifts  be- 
tween the  number  of  Englifh  and  French  veffels  in  the  commerce  of  the  two 
nations  fince  the  treaty,  which  is  at  leaft  twenty  to  one. 

44  The  opinion  we  develope  upon  this  treaty  is  general,  and  founded  on  a fimple 
reflection,  that  France  furnifhes  twenty-four  millions  of  confumers  againft 
eight  millions  which  England  offers  in  return  *. 

44  The  fituation  of  France  cannot  have  been  coniidered  in  the  prefent 
circumftances ; at  the  fame  time  that  the  confumption  of  its  inhabitants, 
frit,  that  natural  and  neceffary  aliment  of  national  induftry  becomes  a tri- 
bute to  England,  who  has  carried  her  fabrics  to  the  higheft  degree  of  per- 
fection ; the  French  manufacturers  and  workmen,  difcouraged  without  labour, 
and  without  bread,  may  offer  an  eafy  conquelt  to  Spain,  who,  more  enlight- 
ened at  prefent  upon  the  real  means  of  increafing  her  profperity  and  her 
glory,  devel opes  with  energy  the  defire  of  augmenting  her  population,  of  ex- 
tending and  perfecting  her  agriculture,  and  of  acquiring  the  induftry 
that  fhall  fufiice  for  her  wants,  and  exclude  as  much  as  fhall  be  poilible  from 
her  markets  objeCts  of  foreign  fabrication.  We  are  affured  that  the  workmen 
in  the  fouthern  provinces  pafs  fucceffively  into  the  different  manufactures 
which  are  eftablifhed ; an  emigration,  which  cannot  but  increafe  by  the  ef- 
fects of  the  treaty  of  commerce  with  England.” 

44  The  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  the  fame  memoir  declare,  that  the  Englifh 
had  not  augmented  their  confumption  of  French  wines  in  confequence  of  the 
treaty.  And  they  dwell  repeatedly  on  the  fiperior  wealth  of  the  Englifh 
manufacturers  to  that  of  the  French  ones,  the  influence  of  which,  in  the  com- 
petition of  every  fabric,  they  feel  decifively. 

44  T he  French  miniftry,  the  Archbifhop  of  Sens  at  their  head,  to  remove  the  im- 
prefiion  which  they  feared  would  follow  the  preceding  memorial  of  the  mer- 
chants and  manufacturers  of  Normandie,  employed  the  celebrated  ceconomijie 
Monf.  du  Pont,  editor  of  the  TLyhemeriaes  du  Citoyen , a periodical  work,  printed 

* It  is  not  a trifling  error  in  the  Chamber  to  fate  eight  millions  inflead  of  fifteen,  the  fact. 
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1767 — 1770,  and  fince  elected  for  Nemours  into  the  national  afiembly,  to 
anfwer  it,  which  he  did  in  detail,  and  with  ability  : the  following  extracts  will 
Ihew  the  arguments  in  favour  of  the  treaty. 

“ Relative  to  the  wine  trade,  your  information  has  not  been  exacd.  I 

am  certain  that  it  has  been  confiderably  augmented.  The  difference  between 
the  duties  in  England  upon  the  wines  of  Portugal  and  France  was  34/I  of  our 
money  the  bottle  ; it  is  at  prefent  hut  5/!  8 den.  in  fpite  of  the  proportional 
diminution  made  upon  the  wines  of  Portugal,  an  approximation  of  which  muff 
be  very  favourable  to  us.  Authentic  accounts  of  the  cudom-houfe  at  Lon- 
don have  been  fent  to  the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  dating  the  quantity 
of  French  wines  imported  into  that  iingle  city,  audit  rifes  from  the  month  of 
May  to  that  of  December  of  the  lad  year  (1787)  to  6000  tons  of  four  ba- 
riques  each.  In  preceding  ye?a in  the  fame  fpace  of  time,  the  legal  importa- 
tion has  amounted  only  to  ico  tons,  and  the  contraband  import  was  edimated 
at  about  an  equality.  The  cr  mentation,  therefore,  for  the  city  of  London, 
is  at  lead  5000  tons,  or  20,000  bariques,  which,  at  1200  liv.  amount  to 
6,000,000  liv.  The  accounts  of  the  balance  of  Commerce  for  nine  years  pre- 
ceding the  lad  war  mark  150  tons  as  the  mean  export  of  our  wines  to  Eng- 
land, Scotland,  and  Ireland.  In  1784,  that  export  did  not  exceed  2400  tons. 
The  city  of  London  has  therefore  imported  in  the  eight  lad  months  of  1787 
four  times  more  than  the  three  kingdoms  formerly  imported  in  the  courfe  of  a 
whole  year. 

€*  The  fale  of  vinegars,  brandy,  oil,  foap,  dried  fruits,  preferves,  cambric, 
linens,  and  millenary,  has  much  augmented.  In  particular,  cambric  and  linens 
have  doubled. 

“ But  this  is  no  reafon  why  the  minidry  fhould  not,  on  one  hand,  exert  them- 
felves  with  all  activity  to  oblige  the  Englifh  to  adhere  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty 
(which  they  have  deranged  by  fneir  tariffs  and  regulations  of  their  cuftoms)  3 
and,  on  the  other,  to  favour  the  national  indudry,  particularly  that  of  the  pro- 
vinces of  Picardy,  Normandie,  and  Champagne,  for  whom,  fince  the  treaty, 
the  competition  of  the  Englifh.  has  certainly  been  very  mifchievous  ftres 
fdcheufej . 

There  are  five  branches  of  indudry  in  which  the  Engliih  have  over  us  at 
prefent,  in  fome  refpedts  an  advantage  more  or  lefs  folid  3 in  cotton  duffs,  in 
imall  woollens,  in  pottery,  in  deel,  and  in  leather. 

“ In  regard  to  cotton,  Monf.  Barneville  is  in  poffefiion  of  a machine,  invented 
by  his  uncle,  which  fpins  thread  of  a degree  of  finenefs  till  now  unknown  3 
even  to  300,000  auins  of  thread  from  a pound  of  cotton.  The  fined  muflins 
of  Alia  are  made  with  threads  cf  140,000  auins  to  the  pound.  The  govern- 
ment, after  three  years  con  federation,  has  at  lad  determined  on  the  report  of 

M.  Def- 
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M.  Defmareft  to  purchafc  this  machine,  and  to  diflribute  many  of  them  among 
our  manufactures. 

6i  It  is  inconceivable  that  we  have  not  a fuperiority  over  the  Englifh  in  cot- 
tons. We  have  the  raw  material,  and  even  fell  to  our  rivals  the  greater  part 
of  what  they  ufe.  W e have  provifions  and  labour  cheaper  than  they  have 
It  is  only  machines  which  we  want,  or  rather  we  do  not  want  them,  for  we 
. have  them  in  great  numbers  ; we  have  artifls  capable  of  perfecting  them  ,•  we 
have  already  the  foreign  models  ; we  can  give  prizes,  and  we  have  academies  to 
judge  •f*. 

<c  As  to  the  woollen  fabrics,  we  have  nothing  to  fear  of  competition  in  fine 
cloths,  ratines,  efpagnolettes,  molletons,  and  caps  made  of  Spaniih  wool  - 
or  in  which  it  enters  for  the  greater  part.  Our  fabrication  of  this  fort  is  fu- 
perior  to  that  of  the  Englifh  our  fluffs  are  fcfter  and  more  durable,  and  our 
dyeing  more  beautiful.  We  can  imitate  at  will,  all  the  fombre  colours  of  the 
Englifh  fabrics,  but  they  cannot  copy  any  of  our  lively  colours,  and  efpeeially 
our  fcarlet. 

“ In  the  middling  clafs  of  wollens,  which  comprizes  the  tricots  and  fmall 
fluffs,  we-  have  a marked  inferiority.  The  wools  of  which  thefe  are  made  are 
with  us  lets  fine,  lefs  brilliant,  and  higher  priced.  But  this  evil  is  not  with- 
out a remedy. 

**  Of  the  next  manufacture  it  may  be  obferved,  that  the  Englifli  potteries  have 
been  imported  at  all  times  into  Loraine,  without  paying  any  duties,  and  yet 
that  province  is  full  of  manufa<ftures  of  pottery  which  prosper.” 

Relative  to  the  fteel  manufacture,  Monf.  du  Pont  cites  the  following  cafe : 
*e  Monf.  Doffer,  after  having  been  a long  time  at  Clignancourt  occupied  for 
our  Englilh  magazines  to  make  bijoux  of  fteel,  which  have  been  fold  for  En- 
glifh,  has  been  taken  under  the  protection  of  government,  who  have  furnished 
him  with  the  means  of  carrying  on  bufinefs.  At  prefent  eflabiifhed  in  the  in- 
clofure  of  the  Quinze  Vingts,  he  there  fabricates,  with  at  leaffc  as  great  perfec- 
tion as  in  England,  and  at  a lower  price  by  30  per  cent,  j all  the  beautiful 
works  in  fteel,  watch  chains,  fwords  &c„  &c.  &c.” 

Monf 

* Not  To  ; a man  is  fed  cheaper  in  France,  Jiving  badly , but  provifions  are  not  cheaper,  and  labour 
is  really  dearer,  though  nominally  cheaper. 

f I muff  ferae  at  academies  being  named  among  the  manufacturing  advantages  of  France  : I wonder 
what  academies  have  done  for  the  manufactures  of  England. 

J The  extravagance  of  this  ridiculous  afTertion,  carries  in  Itfelr  its  own  reply : if  this  cheapnefs 
arifes  from  government  premiums  or  afliftance,  it  is  a farce,  and  abfolutely  beyond  any  fair  con- 
clufion  : if  it  is  not  from  fuch  afliftance,  I demand  how  it  happens  that  this  manufacturer  has  been 
eftablifhed  by  government?  A man  who  is  not  able  to  eflabiifh his  own  fabric,  able  to  under-work, 
and  at  Paris  too  ! the  Englifh  fteel  fabrics  30  per  cent,  i ! if  fo,  then  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in 

Normandie 


C O M M E R C E. 


or 

& 


Mont  da  Pont  then  m lifts  at  length  on  the  great  import  of  Engliiii  manu- 
factures, which  took  place  clandeftinely,  not  only  from  England  directly,  but 
by  Flanders,  Holland,  Germany,  and  Liege,  which  it  was  found  impoilible 
to  prevent,  and  contends,  that  converting  fuck  import  to  a legal  one,  to  the 
profits  of  the  ftate,  was  an  object  of  no  flight  importance. 

“ It  is  home  years  fince  the  manufacturers  of  Sedan,  and  after  its  example 
thofe  of  Louviers,  Abbeville,  and  of  Elboeuf,  have  railed  the  prices  of  their 
cloths  25  per  cent,  and  not  without  feme  reafon,  imagining,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  a fpirit  of  monopoly,  to  benefit  the  undertakers  of  thofe  fabrics.  But 
to  whatever  reafon  it  might  be  afligned,  certain  it  is,  that  German  cloths, 
which  never  came  into  the  kingdom  before,  have,  iince  this  rife  of  price, 
found  a confiderable  bale  in  France,  to  the  oreiudice  of  the  national  manufac- 
lures  5 the  treaty  of  commerce  having  been  made  at  the  time  of  the  evil  bein 
felt,  the  whole  effect  has  been  laid,  without  much  reafon,  to  the  operations  of 
that  treaty,” 

Mr.  Du  Pont  in  like  manner  examines  the  fate  of  the  iilk  manufacture, 
which  lie  fhews  to  be  at  Lyons  in  the  loweft  ftate  of  mifery  and  diftreis,  ow- 
ing to  the  war  in  the  north  of  Europe  abforbing  thofe  expences  which  in 
peace  were  otherwife  employed ; to  the  fuccefsful  exertions  in  Spain  for  in- 
creating  the  fabrics  of  that  country  : and  to  the  failure  of  the  crop  of  iilk  • 
yet  while  the  declenfion  of  that  manufacture  had  thus  no  fhadow  of  connec- 
tion with  the  treaty  of  commerce,  yet  happening  at  the  fame  time,  the  evil, 
like  all  the  others,  has  been  attributed  to  its  influence. 

££  At  all  events,  the  treaty  of  commerce,  fuch  as  it  is,  is  perhaps  the  only  gua- 
rantee of  peace  between  the  two  empires.  I have  the  ftrongeft  reafon  to  believe, 
that  its  perfpedtive  has  haftened  the  concha  lion  a year  or  two,  and  we  have  thus 
fpared -400,000,000  liv.  of  expence;  the  impofts  which  would  have  been  necei- 
fary  to  pay  the  intereft,  the  lofs  of  blood,  and  the  frightful  chances  which  every 
war  entrains  in  its  fuite.  It  is  more  than  probable,  that  without  it,  we  fliould  for 
fix  months  pafl  have  been  engaging  in  hoftilities,  the  term  of  which  would 
have  been  impoilible  to  forefee.  When  France  and  England  remain  neuter 
-and  united,  no  war  can  be  durable  in  Europe ; for  though  other  powers  have 
cannons,  foldiers,  and  bayonets,  yet  none  of  them  have  refources  to  fupport  a 
war  of  any  length  ; not  even  thofe  who  reckon  upon  a t ream  re,  which  would 
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be  diilipated  in  two  "campaigns  at  moft.  The  only  folid  treafure  is  a good 
agriculture  and  an  induftrious  people.  The  repofe  of  the  world,  and  above  all 
our  own,  holds  therefore  almofe  folely  by  this  treaty ; which  citizens,  zealous 
without  doubt,  but  certainly  too  little  enlightened,  would  wifh  to  fee  annihilated. 

The  argument  which  has  been  drawn  from  the  population  of  the  two  king- 
doms, founded  on  France  containing  twenty-four  millions,  and  England 
eight  millions,  is  not  juft.  France  contains  nearly  twenty-eight  millions,  and 
the  three  Britifh  kingdoms  eleven ; but  the  whole  reafoning  is  a fophifm, 
founded  upon  ignorance  of  the  riches  of  the  two.  nations.  It  is  noton  po- 
pulation that  we  are  to  calculate  the  means  of  buying  and  felling,  of  paying 
and  being  paid.  Unhappily  the  greateft  difference  found  between  the  two  em- 
pires is  not  in  their  manufactures  ; that  of  their  agriculture  and  crops  is  much 
more  ccnnderable.  The  annual  crops  of  England  have  been  calculated  with 
care  at  2,235,000,000  liv.  (97,78 1,250!.)  adding  thofe  of  Scotland  and  Ire- 
land, they  cannot  amount  to  lefs  than  3,000,000,000  liv.  (131,250,000!.) 
Thofe  of  France,  calculated  with  great  fagacity,  after  certain  cafes  in  feme 
points,  and  on  conjectures  combined  from  all  forts  of  views  in  others,  have  been 
valued  at  the  loweft  at  3,200,000,000  liv.  and  at  the  highefe  at  4,000,000,000 
liv.  (175,000,000!.).  We  have  therefore,  at  the  moft,  but  a fourth  more 
crop  than  England;  but  we  have  to  fubfift  a population  two  and  an  half  times 
greater.  Before  we  trade  abroad  we  muft  live.  Retrench  from  three  milliards 
the  eafy  fubliftence  of  eleven  millions  of  people  ; retrench  from  4 milliards  the 
fubfiftence,  a little  more  difficult,  of  28  millions  of  people,  and  you  will  foon 
fee  that  it  is  not  the  nation  of  twenty-eight  millions  that  fur-nifties  the  heft 
market  for  foreign  commerce,  and  confequently  for  luxury,  which  can  only  be 
paid  for  with  a fuperfiuity. 

The  experience  of  all  times  has  proved,  that  nations  facceffively  rival  each 
other  in  manufactures.  Spain  debauches  and  carries  off  our  workmen  in  filk ; 
but  the  cannot  take  from  us  our  cultivators,  the  nature  of  our  foil,  our  happy 
expofttion,  nor  the  privileged  products  which  we  poffefs  exclufively.  -It  is 
therefore  upon  the  products  of  cultivation  that  muft  be  founded,  in  the  moft 
folid  manner,  the  profperity  and  commerce  of  a great  empire. 

And  even  as  to  fabrics,  you  fee  by  the  example  of  the  paft,  that  excluding 
competition  has  left  ours  in  an  inferiority  of  which  you  complain.  It  cannot  be 
neceffary  to  prove  to  you,  that  the  heft  method  of  railing  the  induftry  of  a nation, 
to  a par  with  its  neighbours,  is  by  eftabiiffiing  fuch  a common  ication  as  iiaall 
plaCe  unceafingly  models  and  objects  of  emulation  under  the  eyes  of  fuch  as 
are  inferior. 

It  is  clear  that  by  referving  to  the  manufacturers  of  a nation  the  exclusive 
privilege  of  fupplving  it,  we  deftfoy  among  them  a great  part  of  the  principle 
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of  that  activity  which  ought  to  perfect  their  induftry.  Believing  themfelves 
fure  of  purchafers,  and  fure  alfo  of  fixing  their  own  price,  they  negledt,  with 
all  proprietors  of  excluiive  privileges,  to  feek  the  means  of  fabrication  the  moil 
economical,  and  thoie  which  would  render  their  labour  the  moil:  perfect, 

Monf.  du  Pont  enters  into  a detail  of  the  courfe  of  exchange  through  fifty- 
feven  pages,  from  which  he  deduces  the  fadt,  that  the  balance  upon  the 
trade,  in  confequence  of  the  treaty,  was  in  favour  of  France  : from  May  1787 
to  March  1788%  he  gives  a table  of  exchanges,  divided  into  three  epochs  j 
1.  From  the  lit  of  January  1785,  to  the  recoinage  at  the  French  mint  in  Oc- 
tober $ 2.  From  the  recoinage  to  the  treaty  of  commerce,  from  1 ft  No- 
vember 1785  to  lait  of  April  1787  $ 3.  From  the  treaty  to  the  time  of  his 
writing,  i.  e,  from  ill  May  1787  to  lail  of  March  1788, 

Firji  Epoch. 

Par  of  exchange  counted  on  iilver  28 4444 counted  on  gold  30, 

January,  - 29-N-r  May,  - 28  f Auguft,  - 28  4*. 

February,  - 28  44  June,  “ 28  44  September,  - 29  -m. 

March,  - 28  44-  July,  - 28  Ft  October,  - 29 

April,  - 28  44 

From  January  to  September  1784,  exchange  was  at  30  and  31,  and  fell  to 
29,  at  which  rate  it  was  about  3 per  cent,  againit  France  ^ but  it  fell  in  June 
to  2844,  which  was  a lofs  of  4 per  cent. ; and  in  Auguit  the  lofs  was  at  the 
height,  or  444  per  cent,  which  funk  in  Odtober  to  per  cent. 


Upon  this  epoch,  Monf.  du  Pont  has  a long  obfervation  concerning  a fup- 
pofed  tranfport  of  old  louis  a’or  from  England  to  the  French  mint  which  the 
chamber  of  commerce,  in  their  reply,  juilly  rejedts. 
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'Third  Epoch . 
Par  as  before. 


y37  May 

• 3 

1 6 

Sept. 

- 2944 

17BB  Jan. 

“ 29^ 

June 

“ 2944 

Oct. 

- 2944 

Feb. 

" 29  4 

July 

- 29  § 

Nov. 

- 2944 

March 

„ 9 rs 1 3 

Aug.- 

- 2944  i 

Dec. 

- 29-45- 

During  thefe 

eleven  months. 

the  mean 

rate  has  been  20  J * l or 

about  24. 

per  cent,  in  favour  of  France. 

By  the  accounts  of  the  Bureau  General  de  la  Balance  du  Commerce,  the  im- 
ports of  Englifh  goods  in  France  for  the  eight  lafl  months  of  178 7,  amounted 
to  35,294,000  liv.  and  the  export  of  French  goods  to  England  during  the  fame 
time  to  26,276,000  liv.  a difference  which  Monf.  du  Pent  attempts  to  con- 
vert into  the  favour  of  France,  upon  grounds  not  at  all  fatisfaTory. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce.,  in  their  reply,  affert,  refpedling  the  navigation 
employed,  that  from  May  to  December  1787,  there  entered  the  ports  of 
France  1030  Englifh  ihips  of  68,686  tons,  whereas,  in  the  fame  trade,  there 
were,  only  170  French  ihips  of  5570  tons. 

In  the  fame  reply,  the  Chamber  reject  the  reafonings  of  M.  d'u  Pont  upon- 
the  courie  of  exchange,  and  iniiit  that  it  was  affected  by  collateral  changes,  and 
by  t ran  factions  not  commercial. 

I fhall  lay  before  the  reader  the  refult  of  the  treaty,  both  according  to  the 
Englifh  cuitom-houfe,  and  alfo  by  the  regiiters  of  the  Bureau ■ de  la  Balance, 
du  Commerce  at  Paris  ; which,  I fhould  however  remark,  is  beyond  all  compan- 
ion more  accurate  in  its  eftimations  ; and  whenever  it  is  a queftion  between  the 
authority  of  the  two  in  opposition  to  each  other,  I fhould  not  hefitate  a moment 
in  preferring  the  French  authority;  indeed  it  is  certain,  that  in  many  articles 
the  valuation  attached  to  feme  denominations  is  as  old  as  the  reign  of  Charles  II, 
though  tlie  real  value  is  known  to  have  quintupled.. 
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The  rile  in  the  years  1785  and  1786,  may  be  attributed  to  the  rage  for  every- 
thing Englilh,  which,  I believe,  was  then  pretty  much  at  its  height  •>  the  mo- 
ment the  honour  of  the  nation  was  fecured  by  wiping  off  the  diigraces  of  the 
war  of  1756,  by  the  fuccefs  of  the  American  one,  the  predilection  for  every 
thing  Englilh  fpread  rapidly.  In  order  to  £hew  the  proportion  which  our  ex- 
port of  manufactures  to  France  bears  to  our  exports  to  all  the  world,  I fhall  in- 
fert  the  total  account  by  the  fame  authority. 


£■ 

j. 

d.  , 

£• 

s.  d. 

1786, 

- 

11,830,194 

l9 

7 

1789. 

&»- 

*3>779>74° 

18  9 

1787, 

— 

12,053,900 

3 

5 

1790, 

14,92 1,000 

0 0 

1788, 

- 

12,724,719 

1 6 

9 

We  know  that  all  thefe  turns  are  incorreCt ; but  we  may  fuppofe  the  incorreCt— 
nefs  as  great  one  year  as  another,  and  that  therefore  the  comparifon  of  one  year 
with  another  may  be  tolerably  exaCt.  The  following  French  accounts  have  been 
taken  with  lingular  attention  j and  as  duties  have  been  levied  on  every  article* 
the  amount  may  be  more,  but  cannot  be  lefs,- 


French  Account 


Imports  from  England  into  France , in  1788,- 

Woods,  coal,  and  raw  materials*  of  which  coal  near  6,000,000  liv,~ 
Other  raw  materials,  , not  the  direct  product  of  the  earth,  — — 

Manufactured  goods,  — — — - 

Manufactured  goods  from  foreign  induftry  — - — 

Liquors  ( boijj&ns ) — — — < 

Eatables  ( comejiibles J,  fuch  as  fait  meat,  butter,  cheefe,  corn,  &c. 

Drugs,  — — - 

Groceries,  — — — 

Cattle  and  horfes,  — — — — 

Tobacco,  — 

Various  articles,  . — — * 

Weft  India  cotton,  and  Weft  India  goods,  none. 


iiV. 

l6>553>  400 
2,246,500 
1,9,101,900 

7.700.900 
27 1,000 

9,992,000 

1 ,995>9°° 

3.026.900 
702,800- 
844,  poo 
187,200 


60,621,900 


Experts: from  France  to  England , in  1788.- 

Woods,  coal,  and  raw  materials,  

Other  raw  materials,  not  the  direCfc  product  of  the  earth. 

Manufactured  French  goods,  -- 

Manufactured  goods  from  foreign  induftry*  -■  — 

Liquors,,  — — — — 

Eatables,  — — — * 

Drugs,  — — 

Groceries  none,. 

Cattle  and  horfes*  - 1 ■— ' . ■■ 


JiV. 

534,100 
635,200 
4,786,200 
2,015,100 
13,492,200 
2,21 5,400 
759,300- 

181,700 
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Tobacco, 

Various  articles. 

Weft  India  cotton. 

Weft  India  goods, 

31,154,50° 

. 'Explanation . — All  manufactured  goods,  both  Englilh  and  foreign,  imported  by 
the  Englilh  merchants,  have  been  under-rated  about  one-twelfth,  which 
will  add  3,238,800 liv.  The  French  exports  muff  alfo  be  increafed  for 
fmuggling,  &c.  &c.  ; fo  that  there  is  great  reafon  to  think  the  real  account 
between  the  two  nations  may  be  thus  ftated  : 

* . • ' * liv. 

Exports  from  England  to  France,  — * 63,327,600 

— ■ — — France  t©  England,  — 33,847,470 

Balance  againft  France,  — •—  29,480,130 

liv. 

Total  Exports  of  England  to  France  in  1789,  — - 58,000,000 

Ditto  of  Engliih  manufactures  in  1787,  — 33,000,000 

1788,  — 27,000,000 

1789,  — 23,000,000 

Hence  it  appears,  that  the  two  cultom-houfes  do  not  differ  elfentially  in  their  accounts. 

Before  I offer  any  cbfervations  on  thefe  accounts  I fhail  infert  a few  notes 
I made  at  home  confiderable  towns  of  the  intelligence  I received  perfonaliy. 

1787. — Abbeville, — In  difcourfe  upon  the  effeCf  of  the  new  treaty  of 
commerce  with  England,  they  expreffed  great  apprehenlions  that  it  would 
prove  extremely  detrimental  to  their  manufactures.  I urged  their  cheap  labour 
and  proviiions,  and  the  encouragement  their  - government  was  always  ready  to 
give  to  manufactures  : they  faid,  that  for  their  government  -nothing  was  to  be 
depended  upon ‘5  if  their  councils  had  underftood  the  manufactures  of  the  king- 
dom, they  certainly  would  not  have  made  the  treaty  upon  fuch  terms ; that 
there  were  intelligent  perfons  in  their  town  wrho  had  been  in  England,  and 
who  were  clearly  of  opinion,  that  the  fimilar  Englifh  fabrics  were  fome 
cheaper  and  others  better,  which,  aided  by  fafhion  in  France,  would  give  them 
a great  advantage  ; that  provifions  were  by  no  means  cheap  at  Abbeville,  and 
the  workmen  in  feveral  branches  of  their  fabrics  were  paid  nearly  as  much  as 
in  England,  without  doing  the  work  equally  well,  at  lead;  this  was  the  opi- 
nion of  fome  very  good  judges  j and  laffly.  that  all  Abbeville  are  of  this 
opinion. 

Amiens.— 


Kv, 

7 33>S°o 
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Amiens. — I had  here  feme  converfation  to’  the  fame  purport  as  at  Abbe- 
ville ; the  whole  town  I was  allured  had  been  alarmed  from  the  fird  ru- 
mour of  the  terms  on  which  the  treaty  of  commerce  had  been  concluded  ; they 
are  well  convinced  that  they  cannot  in  any  one  inftance,  as  they  affert,  hand 
the  competition  of  Engiiih  goods.  On  my  a iking  what  reafon  they  had  for 
fuch  an  idea,  the  perfon  I converfed  with  went  into  a warehouse,  and  bringing  a 
piece  of  fluff  and  another  of  flannel,  they  were,  he  faid,  Engiiih,  and  from  the 
price  at  which  they  were  gotten  before  the  treaty,  he  drew  the  conciufion  j he 
was  alfo,  he  faid,  well  informed  of  the  prices  in  England.  In  the  cotton  fabric,, 
he  faid,.  the  fuperiority  was  yet  greater  3 in  a word,  that  Amiens  wmuld  be 
ruined,  and  that  on  this  point  there  was  but  one  opinion. 

The  manufacturers  of  all  countries  are  full  of  thefe.  apprehensions,  which 
ufually  prove  extremely  groundlefs.  In  all  probability  the  effedt  would  be  as 
expected,  if  a counter  dream  of  emulation  and  induitry  did  not  work  againft 
it.  The  introduction  of  Engiiih  fabrics  may  be  hurtful  for  a time,  but  in  the. 
long  run  may  be  beneficial,  by  fpurring  up  the  French  manufacturers  to  greater 
exertions  and  to  a keener  induitry. 

Bourdeaux. — The  intercourfe  between  this  port  and  England  has  been 
increafed  a great  deal  fince  the  treaty.  Warehoufes  of  Engiiih.  goods  are  open- 
ed. The  article  which  has  hitherto  fold  the  bed,  and  quickest,  is  that  of  the 
Staffordshire  potteries  ; the  quantities  of  thefe  which  have  been  fold  is  very 
great : but  the  hardware  fent  hither  has  been  found  fo  dear,  that  it  could  not 
be  fold  in  competition  with  French  and  German,  except  in  a very  few  articles. 
Of  fadlery  there  are  Several  fhops  opened  that  have  iold  largely.  Beer  has 
been  tried,  but  would  not  do;  the  Dutch  is  did  preferred  for  the  Wed-Indies 
as  cheaper;  that  of  England  has  been  fold  at  90  liv.  the  barrique,  of  250 
French  bottles,  and  forne  of  it  arrived  fo  bad  as  not  to  be  merchantable.  Wins 
has  increafed  in  its  export  to  England,  but  not  fo  much  as  was  expected  ; be- 
fore the  treaty  it  was  8000  tonneaux  a year,  and  it  has  not  riien  to  12,000  5 
however,  the  courfe  of  exchange  is  againd  England  \ th,  and  wine,  owing  to 
the  prefent  failure  of  the  crop,  has  increafed  in  price  50  per  cent.  Brandy 
has  alfo  increafed. 

The  Engiiih  take  only  the  two  fird  qualities  of  wines  — or,  rather,  they 
are  fuppofed  to  do  fo  ; for  their  merchants  edablifhed  here  mix  ana  work  the 
wine  lent  in  fuch  a manner,  that  the  real  quality  of  it  is  unknown  : this  is 
the  account  given  us.  Thole  two  fird  forts  are  now  at  F/20  to  A. 22  a har- 

250  French  bottles,  and  270  Engiiih  ones.  The  other 


ique, 


which  is 


qualities  are  fold  from  to  A.  18,  port  charges,  calk  and  hipping  inclu- 

ded ; freight  to  London  is  50s.  a ton,  betides  15  percent,  primage,  average, 
etc.  The  French  duty  is  28  liv.  the  tonneau,  which  has  been  lowered  to 
- • c liv. 
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5 liv,  ~j\  from  lad  October  to  the  fir  it  of  January  next,  a regulation  which 
it  is  laid  will  not  take  place  longer. 

Beauvais. — -The  opinion  univerfal  among  the  manufacturers  here  is,  that 
the  Englifh  fabrics  are  fo  Superior  in  cheapness,  from  the  wife  policy  of  the 
encouragements  given  by  government,  that  thofe  of  Beauvais,  fhould  they  come 
in  competition,  muff  fink ; fo  much  of  the  fabrics  here  as  are  for  the  con- 
fumption  of  the  lower  people  might  perhaps  ftand  it,  but  not  any  others ; 
and  they  think  that  the  molt  mifehievous  war  would  not  have  been  fo  inju- 
rious to  France  as  this  molt  pernicious  treaty. 

Lille. — I no  where  met  with  more  violence  of  fentiment,  relative  to  this 
-treaty,  than  here ; the  manufacturers  will  not  fpeak  of  it  with  any  patience  * 
they  wifh  for  nothing  but  a war ; they  may  be  faid  to  pray  for  one,  as  the  only 
means  of  efcaping  that  ideal  ruin,  which  they  are  all  fore  mult  flow  from  the 
influx  of  Englifh  fabrics  to  rival  their  own.  This  opinion  {truck  me  as  a moft 
-extraordinary  infatuation  j for  in  the  examination  which  took  place  at  the  bars 
of  our  Houfes  of  Lords  and  Commons,  this  is  precifeiy  the  town  whofe  fa- 
brics were  reprefented  as  dangeroufly  rivalling  our  own,  particularly  the  cam- 
blets  of  Norwich  ; and  here  we  find  exactly  the  counter  part  of  thofe  appre- 
henfions.  Norwich  considers  Lille  as  the  moft  dreadful  rival,  and  Lille  regards 
Norwich  as  fo  formidable  to  her  industry,  that  war  and  bloodfhed  would  be 
preferable  to  fuch  a competition.  Such  faCts  ought  to  be  ufeful  to  a politician ^ 
lie  will  regard  thefe  jealoufles  wherever  found,  either  as  impertinence  or  kna- 
very, and  pay  no  attention  whatever  to  the  hopes,  fears,  jealoufles,  or  alarms,, 
which  the  love  of  monopoly  always  infpires,  which  are  ufually  falfe,  and  al- 
ways mifehievous  to  the  national  interests,  equally  of  every  country. 

Nantes. — In  converfation  here  on  this  treaty  with  fome  very  tefpeClable 
-commercial  gentlemen,  they  were  loud  againft  it  $ infilled  that  France  lent  no 
fabrics  whatever  to  England  in  confequence  of  it,  not  to  the  amount  of  a Angle 
lol , fome  goes,  and  the  fame  went  before  the  treaty  j and  that  England  has 
not  imported  more  wine  or  brandy  than  ufual,  or  at  leafl  to  a very  fmall 
amount ; we  know  at  prelent  that  this  was  not  correct. 

Rouen. — The  quantity  of  merchandize  of  all  forts  that  has  been  imported 
herefrom  England  fince  the  treaty,  is  very  considerable,  especially  Staffordshire 
hardware,  and  cotton  fabrics,  and  Several  Englifh  houfes  have  been  eilabl idl- 
ed. They  confider  the  treaty  here  as  highly  detrimental  to  all  the  manufactures 
of  Normandie. 

I am  better  .Satisfied  with  the  real  fadr  than  if  it  were,  as  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  Normandie  imagined,  much  more  in  favour  of  England ; fc-r 
as  the  benefit  is  more  likely  to  laft,  fo  the  treaty  is  more  likely  to  be  renewed^ 
and  consequently  peace  between  the  two  kingdoms  to  be  more  durable.  The 

balance 
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balance  of  the  manufacturing  account  does  not  exceed  14  millions,  which  is  verv 
far  fhort  of  the  French  ideas,  and  muft,  in  the  nature  of  things,  lefien.  The 
1 8 millions  of  raw  materials  and  coals,  inftead  of  being  an  import  hurtful  to  the 
interefts  of  French  induftry,  is  beneficial  to  it ; and  they  themfelves  wifely  con- 
£ der  it  as  fuch,  and  lamented  the  old  duties  on  the  import  of  Engliih  coal, 
aiTerfcing,  that  there  ought  to  be  none  at  all.  Here  are  10  millions  of  imports, 
and  a balance  of  eight  in  direCr  objects  of  agriculture,  as  corn  and  meat.  If  a 
people  will  manage  their  agriculture  in  fuch  a prepofterous  manner,  as  not 
to' be  able  to  feed  themfelves,  they  fhould  efteem  themfelves  highly  obliged  to  any 
neighbour  that  wili  do  it  for  them.  Raw  materials,  including  drugs,  with 
cattle,  corn,  and  horfes,  very  nearly  account  for  the  wdiole  balance,  great  as  it 
is,  that  is  paid  on  the  total  to  England  j and  as  fuch  objedls  are  as  much  for  the 
advantage  of  France  to  import,  as  for  the  benefit  of  England  to  export,  the 
whole  trade  muft,  both  in  extent  and  balance,  be  deemed  equally  reciprocal,  and 
of  courfe  equally  tending  to  advance  the  profperity  of  each  kingdom.  There  is, 
however,  a circumftance  in  which  matters  are  very  far  from  being  reciprocal,  and 
that  is,  in  payments.  The  French  are  paid  for  their  goods,  whatever  thefe  may 
be,  according  to  agreement ; but  that  is  very  far  from  being  the  cafe  with  the 
complaints  againft  the  mode  of  dealing  in  France,  not  only  in  refpect  of  pay- 
ment, but  allb  of  want  of  confidence,  fince  their  goods,  fairly  executed,  accord- 
ing to  patterns  agreed  on,  are  feldom  received  without  difpute  or  deduction : and 
while  they  cheerfully  do  juftice  to  the  punctuality  of  the  Americans,  Ger- 
mans, &c.  they  put  very  little  value  on  the  French  trade,  fpeaking  in  general. 
It  is  the  fame  with  Birmingham,  whofe  merchants  and  manufacturers  affert 
ftrenuoully,  that  the  commercial  treaty  has  been  of  no  fervice  to  their  town ; the 
French  having  taken  as  largely  their  goods,  by  contraband,  before  the  treaty,  as 
at  prefent,  through  a different  channel ; with  this  change,  that  the  Dutch, 
Germans,  and  Flemmings,  with  whom  they  dealt  before,  paid  better  than  the 
French.  Thefe  circumftances  are  great  deductions  from  the  apparent  merit  of 
the  treaty,  which  cannot  be  fairly  eftimated,  unlefs  we  could  know  the  amount 
of  our  exports  fent  out  clandeftinely  before  it  was  concluded.  The  manufac- 
turers are  certainly  the  beft  judges  ; and  they  unite,  with  one  voice,  throughout 
the  kingdom,  either  to  condemn  it,  or  at  leaft  to  aftert  its  having  been  a mere 
transfer  from  one  channel  to  another,  and  not  an  increafe.  The  benefit  of  it, 
however,  as  a political  meafure,  which  tends  to  eftablifh  a friendfhip  and  con- 
nection between  the  two  countries,  cannot  be  called  in  queftion,  with  any  pro- 
priety ; for  the  mere  chance  of  its  being  productive  of  peace,  is  of  more  confe- 
quence  than  ten  fuch  balances,  as  appears  on  the  foot  of  the  above-mentioned 
account. 
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Of  the  Manufactures  of  France . 

Pi  cardie — Abbeville / | ' HE  famous  manufacture  of  Vanrobais  has  been 

1 defcribed  in  all  dictionaries  of  commerce  and 
iimilar  works  j I (hall  therefore  only  obferve,  that  the  buildings  are  very  large,, 
and  all  the  conveniencies  feem  to  be  as  compleat  as  expenfe  could  make  them  : 
the  fabric  of  broad  cloths  is  here  carried  on  upon  the  account  of  the  mailer  of 
the  edabliihment,  from  the  back  of  the  fheep  to  the  laffc  hand  that  is  given. 
They  adert,  that  all  the  wool  ufed  is  Spanish,  but  this  mull  be  received  with 
home  degree  of  qualification.  They  fay  that  1500  hands  are  employed,  of 
which  250  are  weavers ; but  they  have  experienced  a great  declenfion  fince  the 
ehabiifhment  of  the  fabric  at  Louviers,  in  Normandie.  They  have  feveral 
fpinning  jennies,  by  which  one  girl  does  the  bufinefs  of  46  fpinners. 

An  edabliihment  of  this  kind,  with  all  the  circumdances  which  every  one 
knows  attended  it,  is  certainly  a very  noble,  monument  of  the  true  fplendour 
of  that  celebrated  reign  to  which  Monf.  de  Voltaire  juftly  enough  gave  the 
title  of  Age ; but  I have  great  doubts  whether  it  is  poffible  to  carry  on  a ma- 
nufadlure  to  the  bed  advantage,  by  thus  concentrating,  in  one  edabliihment, 
all  the  various  branches  that  are  effential  to  the  completion  of  the  fabric.  The 
divifion  of  labour  is  thus  in  fome  meafure  loft,  and  entirely  fo  in  refpeCt  to  the 
mailer  of  each  branch.  The  man  whofe  fortune  depends  entirely  on  the 
labour  of  the  fpxnner,  is  more  likely  to  understand  fpinning  in  perfection,  than 
he  who  is  equally  concerned  in  fpinning  and  weaving  ;■  and  it  is  perhaps  the- 
fame  with  reipect  to  drefiing,  milling,  dying,  &c.  when  each  is  a feparate 
bufinefs  each  mud  be  cheaper  and  better  done.  The  appointment  of  corn- 
mis  and  overfeers  leifens,  but  by  no  means  gets  rid  of,  the^ difficulty.  In  viewing 
a manufacture  therefore  I am  not  fo  much  druck  with  that  great  feale  which 
ipeaks  a royal  foundation,  as  with  the  more  difmfive  and  by  much  the  more- 
ufeful  ligns  of  indudry  and  employment,  which  fpread  into  every  quarter  of 
a city,  raife  entire  dreets  of  little  comfortable  houfes,  convert  poor  villages 
into  little  towns,  and  dirty  cottages  into  neat  habitations.  How  far  it  may  be 
necefiary  when  manufactures  are  fird  introduced  into  a country  to  proceed  on 
the  plan  followed  by  Louis  XIV.  I dial!  not  enquire,  but  when  they  are  as 
well  edab lifted  as  they  are  at  prefent,  and  have  long  been  in  France , the 
more  rivals  in  Imaller  undertakings,  which  thefe  great  eftablhhments  have  to. 
contend  with,  the  better  it  will  generally  be  found  for  the  kingdom , always 
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avoiding  the  contrary  extreme,  which  is  yet  worfe,  that  of  fpreading  into  the 
country  and  turning*  what  ought  to  be  farmers  into  manufacturers. 

Befides  fine  cloths,  they  make  at  Abbeville  carpets,  tapefiry,  worthed  flocks 
ings,  barracans,  a light  fluff  much  worn  by  the  clergy,  minorques,  and  other 
fimilar  goods*  They  have  alfo  a fmall  fabric  of  cotton  handkerchiefs. 

Am  tens— Abounds  with  fabrics  as  much  as  Abbeville * they  make  cottons, 
camblets,  calimancoes,  minorques,  coarfe  cloths  ; there  is  fcarcely  any  wool 
worked  here  but  that  of  Picardy  and  a little  of  Holland,  none  of  England, 
or  next  to  none  j they  would  get  it  they  fay  if  they  could,  but  they  cannot* 

I examined  their  cotton  (lockings  carefully,  and  found  that  4 or  $ livres  was 
the  price  of  fiich  as  were  equal  to  thofe  I had  brought  from  England,  and 
which  coil  at  London  2s.  6d.  this  difference  is  furprizing,  and  proves,  if  any 
thing  can,  the  vail  fuperiority  of  our  cotton  fabrics. 

Breteuil. — They  have  a manufacture  here  on  a fmall  fcale  of  fcythes  and 
wood  hooks,  the  former  at  qyyi  and  the  latter  at  30 f the  iron  comes  from 
St.  Diziers,  and  the  coals  from  Valenciennes.  Nails  are  alfo  made  here  for 
horfe-lboes  at  8 f*  the  lb.  but  not  by  nailors  who  do  nothing  elfe. 

Orleans. — The  manufactures  are  not  inconfiderable,  they  make  (lock- 
ings of  all  kinds,  and  print  linens  $ a fabric  of  woollen  caps  has  been  ef- 
t-ablifhed  here  fince  Louis  XI  V.’s  time,  in  which  two  houfes  are  employed* 
the  chief  we  viewed.  It  employs  at  home  about  300  working  hands,  and  12 
to  1 500  others.  The  caps  are  entirely  made  of  Spanifii  wool,  3 oz.  of  yarn 
make  a cap ; they  are  all  for  exportation,  from  Marfeilles  to  Turkey  and  the 
coad  of  Africa,  being  worn  under  turbans  ; in  drefiing  they  extract  the  greafb 
with  urine,  full  and  finifh  in  the  manner  of  cloth. 

The  fugar  refinery  is  a confiderable  bufinefs,  there  are  10  large  and  if 
(mailer  houfes  engaged  in  it^  the  firfl  employ  each  40  to  45  workmen,  the 
latter  10  to  12  * one  of  the  principal,  which  I viewed,  makes  600,000  lb.  of 
fugar,  and  the  red  in  proportion.  The  bed  fugar  is  from  Martinico,  but 
they  mix  them  together.  Rum  is  never  made  from  melafles,  which  is  fold 
to  the  Dutch  at  3 f.  the  lb.  the  fcum  is  fqueezed,  and  the  refufe  is  (bread 
thick  on  meadow  to  kill  mofs,  which  it  does  very  effectually.  The  price  of 
raw  fugar  is  30  to  45  liv.  per  ico  lb.  The  coal  they  burn  is  from  the  vicinity 
of  Moulins,  in  the  Bourbonnois.  Trade  in  general  is  now  brifk  here. 

Romorentin. — A fabric  of  common  cloths  for  liveries  and  fdidiers,  car- 
ried on  by  private  weavers,  who  procure  the  wool  and  work  it  up ; they  are 
at  lead  100  in  number,  and  make  cn  an  average  20  pieces  each  in  a year*  ir. 
is  fent  to  Paris.  At  Vatan  there  are  about  20  of  the  fame  weavers  and  300 
(pinners. 
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CkAteauroux — A fabric  of  cloth,  which  two  years  ago,  before  the  fai- 
lure of  the  mailer,  gave  employment  to  coo  hands,  boys  included,  and  to 
1500  to  1 Boo  fpinners  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  provinces  ; it  is  a Manu- 
facture Roy  ale,  like  that  at  Abbeville,  of  Vanrobais,  by  which  is  to  be  un- 
derflood an  exemption  for  ail  the  workmen  employed  within  the  walls  from, 
certain  taxes,  I believe  tailles.  Some  gentlemen  of  the  town  keep  at  prefen t 
100  hands  at  work  in  the  houfe,  and  the  fpinners  depending  on  that  number, 
in  order  that  the  fabric  might  not  be  loft,  nor  the  poor  left  entirely  without 
employment ; there  is  true  and  ufeful  patriotism  in  this.  The  cloths  that 
were  made  here  were  1 to  id.  aulns  broad,  which  fold  at  8 liv.  to  23  liv.  the 
aidn  * they  make  alfo  ratteens.  In  the  town  are  about  80  private  weavers, 
who  make  nearly  the  fame  cloths  as  at  Romorentin,  but  better  ; fell  from  8 liv. 
to  18  liv.  the  auln,  i-L  broad;  thefe  private  fabrics,  which  do  not  depend  on 
any  great  eftabliftiment,  are  vaflly  preferable  to  concentrating  the  branches1 
in  one  great  inclofure ; the  right  method  of  remedying  fuch  a failure  as  has 
happened  here,  is  to  endeavour  by  every  means  to  increafe  the  number  of  pri- 
vate undertakers.  The  cloths  are  all  made  of  the  wool  of  the  country  now 
20  to  37 /.  the  !h.  it  has  been  dearer  for  two  years,  and  ten  years  ago  was  to 
be  had  for  15  to  20  f.  from  the  24th  of  June  it  is  fold  at  every  market  and  in- 
large  quantities  ; manufacturers  come  from  Normandie  and  Picardy  for  twelve 
days  together  to  buy  wool,  wain,  and  fend  it  off. 

At  two  leagues  from  Chateauroux  are  iron  forges  which  let  at  140,000  liv. 
a year  (T.6125),  belonging  to  the  Count  dkArtois. 

Limoges. — The  moft  confiderable  fabric  here  is  that  of  druggets,  the 
warp  of  which  is  of  hemp  thread,  and  the  woof  os  wool,  100  looms  are 
employed  by  them.  Siamoife  fluffs  are  made  of  hemp  and  cotton,  fold  at 
30  to  A.%f.  an  auln;  there  are  about  1000  or  1100  cotton  fpinners  in  the 
Limoiin,  alfo  various  mixed  fluffs  of  filk  and  cotton,  and  filk  and  thread 
under  many  denominations,  for  gowns,  coats,  waiftcoats,  breeches,  &c.  from 
4 to  6 liv.  the  auln.  Some  fluffs,  which  they  call  China,  are  rather  dearer; 
a gown  felling  for  4I01US,  but  of  filk  gauze  only  2 louis  ; this  fabric  employs 
about  20  looms,  worked  each  by  3 or  4.  people,  boys  included.  I took  many 
fpecimens  of  thefe  fabrics,  but  in  general  there  is  a great  mixture  of  shew  and 
finery  with  coarfenefs  of  materials  and  cheapnefs  of  price,  not  at  all  fuitable 
to  an  Engiifh  tafte. 

They  have  alfo  a porcelane  manufacture,  purchafed  by  the  King  two  years 
ago,  which  works  for  Seve  ; it  gives  employment  to  about  60  hands  ; I bought 
a fpecimen,  but  nothing  they  make  is  cheap,  and  no  wonder,  if  the  King  is- 
the  manufacturer. 
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They  have  in  the  generality  of  Limoges,  which  includes  the  Angoumois, 
feventy  paper  mills  that  manufacture  all  kinds  ; they  are  fuppofed  to  make, 
every  day  to  the  quantity  of  19  cuves,  the  contents  of  which  vary  according 
to  the  fort  of  paper.  A cuve  of  1301b.  will  make  6 f reams  of  large  and  fine 
paper,  but  double  that  quantity  of  other  forts  ; they  calculate  that  a mill  can 
work  about  200  days  in  a year,  feftivals  and  repairs  excluded;  this  makes  at 
a cuve  a day  454,2001b.  for  a year’s  work  of  a mill,  and  31,794,0001b.  for  the 
whole  generality,  and  they  value  it  at  20 f.  the  lb.  which  makes  as  many  livres, 
or  £.1,390,987.  They  confider  the  manufacture  as  greatly  overloaded  with 
an  excife,  which  amounts  to  about  -Ith  part  of  the  value,  but  they  have  an 
allowance  fop  all  they  prove  to  be  defigned  for  exportation,  in  the  nature  of  our 
drawbacks  ; the  manufacture  has  increafed  notwithstanding  the  duty.  They 
reckon  here,  and  in  all  the  paper  mills  of  France,  the  cylinder  for  grinding  the 
rags,  which  they  call  Dutch  (and  which  we  have  had  fo  long  in  England), 
as  a new  and  great  improvement.  Each  mill  employs  from  12  to  20  hands, 
including  carters  ; they  reckon  that  half  the  paper  is  exported,  much  to  the 
Baltic,  and  fome  they  fay  to  England. 

J j j O 

They  have  alfo  in  this  generality  40  iron  forges,  fome  of  which  employ 
100  people,  one  is  a foundry  for  cafting  and  boring  cannon. 

Brive. — A filk  fabric  has  been  eltabliflied  here  about  five  and  twenty  years, 
filk  alone  is  wrought  in  it,  and  alfo  mixed  with  cotton,  and  gauzes  of  all 
kinds  are  made ; they  fay  they  have  difcovered  a manner  of  dying  raw  filk, 
with  which  they  make  plain  gauzes  -Lths  of  an  auln  broad  and  1 1 long ; the 
price  varies  according  as  they  are  chinees  (waved),  cr  not;  a piece  white,  ftriped 
or  not,  is  54liv.  (2].  ys.  3d.)  coloured  ones  60  liv.  (2I.  12s.  6d.)  and 
the  chinees  80  liv.  (3I.  10s.  od.)  ; they  make  alfo  a thick  flaming  fluff  in  imi- 
tation of  Manchefler,  at  6 liv.  the  auln,  alfo  filk  and  neck  handkerchiefs  of 
a German  taire,  iold  chiefly  in  Germany  and  Auvergne.  A merchant  alfo  at 
Bafle,  in  Switzerland,  is  fo  good  a cuftojuer  as  to  have  taken  1000  dozen  of 
them.  They  have  60  or  80  looms  conflantly  at  work  in  the  town  ; the  weaver 
having  his  loom  in  his  houfe  and  fupplied  with  the  material  from  the  manu- 
factory, and  paid  by  the  piece ; each  loom  employs  five  people,  women  and 
children  included.  They  life  only  French  filk,  which  though  not  fo  fhining 
as  the  Italian,  is,  they  fay,  itronger,  bears  the  preparation,  and  wears  better. 

They  have  alfo  here  a cotton  mill  and  fabric  which  is  but  in  its  infancy, 
has  only  one  combing  machine,  and  three  double  ones  for  fpinning ; they  fay 
that  this  machine,  with  the  afliftance  of  15  people,  does  the  work  of  80  ; 
this  undertaking  has  been  eftahlifhed  and  is  carried  on  by  MefTrs.  Mills  and 
Clarke,  the  former  an  Englishman  from  Canterbury,  the  latter  from  Ireland, 
both  induced  by  encouragements  to  fettle  in  France, 
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Sou  ill  ac — Payrac. — No  manufactures  whatever  in  the 
Cahors. — Some  final  1 manufactories  am  on  2;  them,  one  of  woollen  cloth  ; 
me  years  ago  it  had  near  1000  workmen,  but  the  company  difagreeing,  a 
lawful t enfued,  fo  that  it  decreafed  to  1 to  ; the  fpinners  are  chiefly  in  the 
town  1 work  up  both  French  and  Spanifli  wool,  but  the  latter  not  of  the 
hr  ft  quality.  They  fhewed  us  however  fome  cloth,  made  as  they  fay  entirely 

of  Spaniih  wool,  at  3 liv.  10  f the  lb.  which  is  not  fo  good  as  their  ratteens, 
made  with  t wool  of  Navarre  and  Rouilillon,  and  L Spaniih  ; they  make  fome 
cloths  for  the  home  corifurnption  of  the  province  entirely  with  the  v/ool  of 
Navarre,  ail  auln  broad,  at  1 1 liv.  the  auln  ; ratteens  i-  of  an  auln  broad*  at  22 
liv.  the  auln  ; a fecond  fort  of  ratteens,  made  with  French  wool,  an  auln  broad, 
i 1 liv.  the  auln* 

Caussade.— 1 This  country  is  full  of  peafant  proprietors  of  land,  who  all 
abound  very  much  with  domeitic  manufactures  ; they  work  their  wool  into 
common  cloths  and  camblets,  and  all  the  women  and  girls  fpin  wool  and 
hemp,  of  which  they  make  linen  ; there  are  weavers  that  buy  about  two 
quintals  of  wool,  pay  for  the  fpinning,  weave  it,  and  carry  the  cloth  to  mar- 
ket, and  there  are  merchants  that  buy  the  fupernuity  for  export. 

Montauban. — The  woollen  manufacture  here  is  of  fome  confequence, 
coniifting  of  common  cloths,  croifces , half  an  auln  broad,  and  feveral  forts  of 
fluffs  ; they  give  the  epithet  roydle  to  one  houfe,  but  in  general  the  fpinning 
and  weaving  are  canned  on  both  in  the  town  and  the  country,  not  only  on  ac- 
count of  the  matter  manufacturers,  but  alfo  by  private  weavers,  who  make 
and  carry  their  fluffs  to  market  undrefled  ; the  people  of  the  fabric  I viewed 
affert,  that  they  ufq  only  Spanifli  wool,  but  this  is  every  where  in  France  a 
common  affertion  by  way  of  recommending  their  fabrics,  and  has  been  heard 
in  thofe,  known  on  much  better  authority  to  ufe  none  at  all ; another  circum- 
fiance  to  be  noted  is,  that  the  wool  of  Rouffillon  goes  in  common  manufac- 
turing language  under  the  denomination  of  Spaniih ; I faw  their  raw  wool,  and 
am  clear,  that  if  it  is  Spaniih  it  is  of  a very  inferior  fort ; the  quality  and  the 
price  of  the  cloths  fpeak  the  fame  language ; they  dye  the  cloth  and  not  the 
v/ool  previously ; they  fell  their  broad  cloths,  which  are  i-ths  of  an  auln  wide, 
at  17  liv.  the  auln,  {14s,  idfd.)  and  the  croifees  at  5 liv*  ioyC  Twelve  hun- 
dred people  are  faid  to  be  employed  by  this  fabric. 

The  filk  manufacture  is  alfo  conliderable ; they  work  up  not  only  the  filk 
of  the  environs,  hut  of  the  upper  country  alfo  5 they  make  ftockings  and 
fmall  fluffs,  but  the  former  the  chief;  it  is  executed  lik  the  woollen  fabric, 
both  by  mailer  manufacturers  and  by  private  looms  ; a flocking  engine  cofts 
from  15  to  20  louis,  and  a workman  can  earn  with  it  to  3 liv.  a day. 
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Toulouse — Has  a woollen  and  a filk  fabric ; in  the  firfl  are  worked  light 
ftuffs,  and  has  about  80  looms,  which  are  in  the  town ; in  the  other  Lockings, 
fluffs,  damafks,  and  other  fabrics,  worked  in  flowers  ; about  80  looms  alfo. 

St.  Martin. — -There  are  here  ten  manufacturers  houfes,  one  of  which 
made  lafl  year  700  pieces  of  woollen  fluffs,  each  fix  aulns  long ; on  an  aver- 
age each  houfe  500  pieces,  chiefly  bays,  fays,  and  other  fluffs,  the  chain  of 
thread  j fome  for  home  confumption,  but  chiefly  for  exportation  to  Spain. 
Their  belt  is  4 liv.  1 $f.  the  canne  of  8 palms,  and  10  palms  to  the  auln,  half 
an  auln  broad.  Other  fluffs  3 liv.  15/I  dye  in  all  kinds  of  colours.  There 
are  plenty  of  fpinners  of  both  thread  and  wool ; weavers  and  fpinners  are  fpread 
over  the  countrv,  but  the  combers  and  carders  are  at  home.  They  ufe  fome 
. Spanifh  wool  from  the  Navarre  hills  at  30 f the  lb.  this  year  3 3/I  but  very 
dear! 

St.  G auden tz — Manufactures  feveral  forts  of  fluffs,  both  of  wool  alone* 
and  wool  and  thread  mixed ; the  principal  fabric  is  a light  fluff  called  Cadis, 
the  greater  part  of  which  is  exported  to  Spain.. 

Bagnere  de  Luc hgn. — At  half  a league  from  this  place  is  a manufac- 
ture of  cobalt,  it  is  faid,  the  only  one  in  the  whole  kingdom,  which  was  all 
fupplied,  before  the  eflablifhment  of  this  fabric,  by  a Saxon  gentleman,  from 
the  works  in  Saxony ; and  what  is  now  made  here  is  ufed  at  home  and  ex- 
ported as  Saxon  cobalt.  The  ore  is  brought  from  Spain  at  a very  high  price, 
from  a mine  in  the  Pyrenees,  not  more  diftant  in  a flrait  line  than  fix  leagues,, 
but  the  road  is  fo  rocky  that  the  ore  is  brought  by  the  valley  of  Larboufle, 
which  takes  up  a day  and  a half  The  ore  is  not  found  in  veins,  but  in 
lumps,  ( rognons ,)  fo  that  it  is  often  lofl  and  found  again. 

A remarkable  circumflance,  and  hardly  credible,  is  their  employing  ore  alfo 
from  Styria,  which  is  fhipped  at  Triefte  for  Bourdeaux,  and  brought  by  the 
Garronne  to  Touloufe,  and  hither  by  land,  at  the  expence  of  4 the  quin- 
tal. They  ufe  alfo  lbme  from  Piedmont ; of  thefe  different  ores  that  from 
Styria  is  the  worfl  and  the  Spanifh  the  befl  y they  cofl  at' the  manufactory,, 
one  with  another,  300  liv.  to  360  liv.  the  quintal  j the  Spanifh  ore  is  the  firfl 
deferibed  by  Monf.  Fourcroy,  the  grey  or  afh  coloured ; they  do  not  melt 
thefe  ores  feparate  but  mixed  together. 

The  procefs  purfued  in  this  manufactory  would  be  tedious  to  ninety-nine' 
hundredths  of  my  readers,  I fhall  therefore  only  give  a few  heads  from  the  me- 
moranda I made  after  having  viewed  it  attentively the  reputation  g£  the  Ducr 
de  la  Rochefoucauld,  as  an  able  chymift,  united  with  his  rank,  induced  the 
direClor  of  the  fabric  to  explain  the  matter  fully  ; I attended  him  in  viewing 
the  work  : they  firfl  pound  the  ore  into  powder,  which  is  placed  in  a ibrt  of 
fpoon  in  a furnace  to  roafl,.  for  the  purpofe  of  expelling  the  arfenic  by  fub- 
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Kmatiori  ; it  is  received  in  a canal  or  chimney,  which  winds  horizontally  > by 
an  opening  in  the  wall  a man  enters  for  gathering  this  arfenic  ; this  is  an  opera- 
tion very  dangerous  to  the  health,  yet  for  4 $f.  to  3 liv.  a day  they  get 
men  to  execute  it,  who  for  a preventative  of  the  ill  efredts  fwalloW  fome 
milk,  and  keep  cloths  to  their  mouths  and  nofes  dipped  in  milk,  and  kept 
conflantly  wetted.  The  cobalt  remains  after  this  roafting  in  a greyifh  black 
calx  j bilmuth  is  found  mixed  with  it,  which  is  found  at  the  bottom  of  the 
fpoon.  They  have  another  way  alfo,  which  is  that  of  fining  the  cobalt,  thus 
purged  of  its  arfenic,  in  order  to  get  the  regulus  ; X faw  feme  large  pieces  of 
regulus  with  bilmuth  adhering,  which  were  in  all  probability  procured  in  this 
method ; hitherto  they  have  not  applied  the  bifmuth  to  ufe,  nor  tried  whether 
it  would  anfwer  to  fend  it  to  thefe  places  where  it  is  worked. 

Having  thus  obtained  the  calx  of  the  cobalt,  they  mix  it  with  pot-afh  and 
roafted  flints  as  a flux,  in  large  crucibles,  which  are  placed  fix  together,  in  a 
large  long  furnace,  the  upper  part  of  which  is  arched  to  an  angle,  a current 
of  air  palling;  the  furnace  is  heated  with  dry  beach  wood  billets.  Someehy- 
miils  aflert,  that  there  fhould  be  of  flints  3 to  1 of  the  cobalt,  but  they  uie, 
16  to  1,  which  they  fay  is  the  Saxon  method,  and  thefe  flints  contain  fome  fmall 
portion  of  cobalt ; it  requires  a fierce  fire  of  twelve  hours  to  reduce  the  calx 
of  cobalt  to  a glafs  ; when  this  is  nearly  in  a white  fufion  (as  they  term  it,) 
they  take  it  out  with  iron  ladles,  and  throw  it  into  a vefiel  conflantly  fupplied 
with  freih  water  for  cooling,  from  which  it  is  taken  to  a pounding  mill  and 
beat  to  powder,  in  which  operation  they  almoft  always  find  fome  drops  of 
regulus,  which  are  taken  out ; when  pounded  it  is  carried  to  a kind  of  table 
three  fiories  high,  flreams  of  water  are  turned  on  to  it,  while  two  men  at  each 
table  ftir  it ; this  is  for  freeing  the  cobalt  from  impurities  ; it  pafles  with  the 
water  into  a large  tub  pierced  at  different  heights,  that  the  water  may  flow 
awav  and  leave  the  cobalt  at  the  bottom ; but  as  this  water  is  in  fome  mea- 
lure  tindtured  with  this  precious  material,  it  is  not  fuffered  to  run  to  wafte ; 
a large  ciflern  is  under  the  whole  room  into  which  it  is  received,  and  whence 
it  is  drawn  off  from  time  to  time ; the  cobalt  thus  gained  is  of  the  worfl 
quality. 


The  wafhed  cohalt  is  carried  to  a mill,  which  grinds  it  under  a fione,  the 
powder  is  received  in  a large  vefiel  of  water,  which  is  made  by  trituration  to 
imbibe  the  tincture,  and  is  hence  drawn  off  four  times  into  as  many  vefiels, 
that  the  water  rnay  depofit  the  material  : The  powder  thus  gained  is  car- 
ried to  the  drying  room,  where  it  is  dried  in  long  (hallow  trays,  and  then 
reduced  to  a finer  powder  by  fifting ; in  which  fiate  it  is  fo  fine  that  they 
water  it  with  a gardener’s  rofe  to  prevent  its  being  blown  away,  in  which 
fiate  it  is  in  order  to  pack  into  calks  for  fale. 

The 
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The  motion  to  the  whole  machinery  is  given  by  two.  under /hot  water- 

wheels. 

Vicinity  to  the  Spanifh  mine,  and  cheapnefs  of  wood,  vrere  the  inducements 
to  efcabliih  this  fabric  here;  they  now  make  pot-afh,  which  was  formerly 
imported  from  the  Baltic,  and  coil  40  liv.  the  quintal,  but  they  can  make  it 
here  for  1 2 liv. 

Narbonne. — A manufacture  royale  of  iilk  iluirs,  the  mailer  of  which  is  a 
bankrupt.  This  is  the  fecond  of  thefe  privileged  eftablifhments  which  I have 
found  in  the  fame  iituation  ; Chateauroux  the  former.  It  fhould  fe*m  that 
government  never  interferes  by  privileges  but  to  do  mifehief. 

Beziers. — A fmall  fabric  of  iilk  ilockings. 

Montpellier. — Coniiderable  fabrics  of  blankets,  iilk  handkerchiefs,  ver- 
digreafe,  and  many  other  articles. 

Nismes. — This  is  one  of  the  moil  coniiderable  manufacturing  places  in . 
France ; they  make  a great  variety  of  fluffs,  in  iilk,  cotton,  and  thread,  but 
the  frit  is  the  great  manufacture ; thefe  are  faid  to  maintain  from  10  to  15,000 
hands  ; for  the  intelligence  varied  between  thofe  numbers.  Silk  ilockings  are 
faid  to  employ  2000  ; handkerchiefs  are  a coniiderable  article,  printed  linens, 
&c. ; in  the  fail  there  are  workmen  that  earn  7 or  800  liv.  a year. 

Gangs.- — The  moil  noted  manufacture  of  iilk  ilockings  in  all  France  ; they 
make  them  up  to  36  liv.  a pair. 

Vi gan. — Silk  ilockings,  and  iilk  and  cotton  veils. 

Lodeve. — The  principal  manufacture  here  is  cloth  for  the  uniforms  of  va- 
rious regiments  in  the  French  army ; 6000  men  are  thus  employed.  They 
make  alfo  iilk  ilockings  and  veils  of  cotton,  but  no  cloths  for  the  Levant ; 60 
quintals  of  oil  are  confumed  in  the  town  every  week  in  the  year. 

Beg  de  Rieux. — The  manufactures  here  are  the  famous  cloths  called  Lon~ 
drins , which  are  exported  to  the  Levant ; they  are  made  of  the  wool  of  Rouf- 
iillon  and  Narbonne  ; alfo  fine  cloths  of  a thicker  flaple,  and  iilk  ilockings. 
The  villages  in  the  mountains  are  all  employed  in  this  manufacture. 

Carcassonne. — Londrms  the  great  fabric  here  alfo ; the  mailer  manu- 
facturers give  the  materials  to  the  weavers,  who  are  paid  by  the  piece,  and  thus 
tine  manufacture  fpreads  into  the  country  both  fpinning  and  weaving ; they 
are  made  of  Rouilillon  and  Narbonne  wool,  wThich  goes  by  the  name  of  Spa- 
nifh, 46  inches  wide,  the  l’aune  8 paus.  They  have  alfo  eilabliihed  a fmall 
fabric  of  fine  cloths,  which  they  term  a fajon  de  Louviers,  at  10  liv.  an  auln, 
but  not  comparable  to  the  original. 

I fhould  here  obferve,  that  thefe  Londrins,  of  which  at  all  thefe  towns  I 
took  patterns,  are  a very  light,  beautiful,  well  dyed,  bright  cloth,  that  have  had, 
and  defervedly,  from  quality  and  price,  the  greateit  fuccefsin  the  Levant.  I faw 
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the  wool  they  are  made  of,  and  fhould  not  have  known  it  from  a good  fpecimen 
from  the  South  Downs  of  Suffex. 

Bagnere  de  Big  ore. — They  make  here  fome  {Bookings  and  woollen 
fluffs,  but  not  to  any  amount. 

Pau. — A confiderable  manufacture  of  linen  handkerchiefs,  with  red  cotton 
borders,  alfo  of  linen  for  fhirts,  table-cloths,  and  napkins ; the  flax  is  raifed 
chiefly  in  the  country  around  ; the  fabric  is  fpread  into  the  country  in  every  di- 
rection ; much  exported  to  Spain  and  to  America,  by  way  of  Bourdeaux.  The 
handkerchiefs  are  from  36  to  72  liv ; the  dozen,  my  fpecimen  at  42 f.  each, 
and  by  the  dozen  42  liv.  to  48  liv.  the  fquare  3 pans  3 As-.  The  linen  for . 
fhirts  is  of  the  fame  breadth,  and  the  price  is  from  50 f.  to  6 liv.  the  auln.  A 
table-cloth  and  twelve  napkins  they  call  a fervice,  and  cofts  from  36  to  150 
liv.  I examined  all,  and  thought  them  on  the  whole  very  dear,  for  they  make 
hardly  any  thing  tolerably  fine. 

An  span. — -The  Pau  linen  manufacture  is  here  alfo  on  a fmaller  fcale. 

Aire. — A fmall  manufacture  of  porcelane,  or  rather  earthen-ware,  a cup 
and  faucer  for  8 f.  alfo  of  linen  for  the  table  and  fhirts. 

Leitour. — -There  is  here  a tannery,  which  was  twenty-five  years  ago  not 
an  inconfiderable  manufacture,  that  is,  before  the  excifes  on  leather  were  laid, 
but  now  reduced  to  lefs  than  one  fourth  of  what  it  was  ; at  that  time  it  ufed 
37,000  quintals  of  bark,  and  dreffed  18,000  fkins,  but  now  only  4000.  The 
King’s  wood  near  the  town,  which  is  extenfive,  yields  the  bark,  the  price  40 
to  50  J\  the  quintal ; their  water-mill  grinds  100  quintals  a day;  the  bark 
cakes  for  fuel  fell  at  6 liv.  the  1000.  They  have  120  tan  pits,  which  give 
employment  to  about  100  men.  The  mailer  of  the  fabric  complains  bitterly 
of  the  tax,  which  is  2. f.  the  lb.  on  all  forts  of  leather,  fheep  fkins  excepted,, 
and  he  is  clear  that  it  has  deflroyed  the  manufacture.  It  is  paid  only  when  the 
drefled  hides  are  taken  out  of  the  warehoufe  for  fale,  by  which  means  the  lefs 
capital  on  account  of  the  tax  is  neceffary. 

Agen. — The  chief  manufacture  here  is  one  of  fail-cloth,  very  much  decrea  fed 
fince  the  war,  which,  while  it  lafled,  gave  it  an  extraordinary  vigour ; at 
that  time  320  workmen  were  employed  in  the  houfe ; now  it  has  only  150 
in  winter.  There  are  now  eighteen  to  twenty  combers  doing  20  lb.  of  hemp 
a day,  for  wdiich  they  are  paid  8 liv.  the  quintal ; in  the  war  there  were  forty 
of  them;  3601b.  of  hemp  per  diem  is  therefore  the  amount  of  the  fabric. 
All  the  hemp  ufed  is  raifed  on  the  banks  of  the  Garonne,  and  fpun  in  the 
country,  at  the  rate  of  jf.  the  lb.  for  the  bell  thread.  We  viewed  an  apart- 
ment with  84  looms  (they  have  160  in  the  houfe),  that  make  eleven  forts  of 
Bail -cloth  for  the  royal  navy,  in  general  of  22  or  24  inches  broad ; the  firfl  is 
Ibid  at  44/  the  auln,  the  fecond  at  48  ; to  prepare  the  hemp  for  combing, 
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they  grind  It  under  a cylindrical  flone  in  a fort  of  ciftern ; it  is  then  divided 
into  two  forts  for  fails,  and  into  a third  for  ropes.  They  have  many  done  ciflerns 
for  bleaching  150  quintals  of  thread  at  a time,  of  which  one  man  does  the 
whole  work  by  means  of  pumping  the  lixivium  at  once  from  the  copper  into 
all  the  citterns.  The  weavers  are  paid  5!  f.  the  auln  on  an  average. 

Befides  this  fabric  of  hemp  they  have  one  of  cotton,  wdiich  is  flopped  at 
prefent  y one  of  printed  linens,  which  is  brifk,  and  another  of  ferges  and  other 
woollen  fluffs,  which  is  carried  on  by  private  weavers  in  their  own  houfes. 

Chateaurault. — They  have  a manufacture  of  cutlery  here,  in  which 
there  is  one  circumilance  that  appears  rather  lingular,  which  is  the  fabric  be- 
ing carried  on  with  fuccefs  aim  oft  without  a divifion  of  labour.  Every  houfe 
in  feveral  flreets  is  a cutler’s  fhop,  with  its  little  forge,  tools,  grin  ding -wheel, 
&c.  and  the  man,  with  the  afliflance  of  his  wife  and  children,  makes  knives, 
fell Tars,  &c.  &c.  executing  the  whole  procefs  himfelf,  which  in  a large  fabric 
goes  through  fo  many  hands.  As  a foreigner  I paid  more  than  the  fair  price 
for  the  fpecimens  I bought,  yet  they  were  very  cheap,  vailly  cheaper  than  I 
could  have  believed  poffible  with  a manufacture  carried  on  in  contradiction  to 
a principle  which  I had  erroneoufly  conceived  to  be  effential  to  cheapnefs ; 
they  make  nails  alfo.  Fuel  is  no  where  cheap  in  France  (unlefs  it  be  in  the 
foret  of  the  Lyonois),  yet  here  are  hundreds  of  little  forges  burning,  to  ex- 
ecute what  one  would  perform  at  a third  of  the  expence. 

Tours. — The  principal  manufacture  in  this  city  is  that  of  fllk  ; they  make 
flowered  damafks  and  plain  fluffs  ; there  is  a large  building  called  the  Manu- 
facture Royale , in  which  many  workmen  were  once  employed,  but  none  at 
prefent,  as  it  is  found  more  advantageous  to  give  the  filk  to  the  workmen,  in 
order  for  their  weaving  it  at  their  own  houfes,  which  feems  an  experiment 
that  afeertains  the  benefit  of  thefe  expenfive  eflablifhments  ; the  whole  fabric 
has  however  declined  exceedingly,  and  is  at  prefent  at  a very  low  ebb ; nor  are 
the  men  allured  of  conflant  employment,  which  is  the  worfl  circumilance 
that  can  attend  any  fabric.  Prices  of  weaving  vary  of  courfe  with  the  pat- 
terns of  flowered  filks;  one  which  I faw  v/orking,  a very  full  pattern,  was 
paid  for  at  the  rate  of  7 liv.  the  auln,  the  price  of  the  filk  38  liv.  the  auln, 
and  to  make  the  auln,  employed  the  man,  his  alliftant,  and  his  wife,  two 
days,  which  earnings  may  be  divided  into  40 f.  a day  for  the  weaver,"  20  j\ 
for  his  allifla'nt,  and  10 J\  for  his  wife,  whole  bufinefs  was  only  to  adjufl  the 
chain  ; the  breadth  f of  an  auln  ; the  workmanfliip  of  this  filk  is  therefore 
between  i-  and  * of  the  grofs  value.  I faw  others  working  plain  filks,  in 
which  the  women  weavers  earned  18  to  24/.  a day,  and  men  30^/!  They 
have  alio  a fabric  of  ribbons,  of  which  I bought  fpecimens,  but  they  are  be- 
yond comparifon  dearer  than  the  ribbons  of  Coventry.  We  were  told  that 
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filk  at  Tours  employed  2000  people,  but  I believe  the  number  is  much  ex- 
aggerated. 

& c> 

They  have  fome  woollen  fabrics  of  no  great  account. 

They  have  alfo,  as  at  Chateaurault,  many  cutlers,  who  make  knives  and 
fchfars  of  a higher  price  and  much  better ; the  fpecimens  I bought  appear  to  be 
cheap.  Nails  are  an  article  alfo  which  gives  employment  here I found  that 
a middling  hand  would  make  about  1000  per  diem,  for  which  number  he  was 
paid  2 It  is  to  be  noted,  that  a day’s  work  in  all  fabrics  means  15  or  16 
hours  (except  the  time  taken  for  meals),  common  labourer  lof.  and  food. 

The  woollen  manufacture  of  common  fluffs  is,  by  fome  accounts  given 
us,  more  confiderable  than  that  of  filk. 

Amboise. — There  is  a fabric  of  Heel  eflablifhed  here  by  the  Duke  ae 
Choiffeul ; in  it  are  made  axes,  hoes,  files,  &c.  They  fay  that  200  men  are 
employed,  but  I faw  no  figns  of  more  than  100  ; they  work  with  charcoal, 
and  alfo  with  coals  from  the  vicinity  of  Nantes.  They  have  alfo  a fmall  ma- 
nufacture of  buttons,  another  of  woollen  cloth  for  cloathing  the  troops,  which, 
however,  did  not  take  root ; there  is  at  prefent  one  of  coarfe  woollen  fluffs,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  lower  people  : thefe  fabrics  fhew  how  foftering  and  powerful 
is  the  hand  of  a prime  minifter,  in  fixing  what  without  him  would  never  be 
fixed  at  all ; had  this  Duke  continued  in  power,  Amboife  would  foon  have  be« 
come  a confiderable  city. 

Blois.- — A fabric  of  very  beautiful  gloves,  which  employs  about  25  hands  ; 
here  is  alfo  the  fame  cutlery  as  at  T ours  and  Chateaurault  ; and  they  make 
liquorice  cakes  for  coughs,  &c.  as  at  Pontefract. 

Beauvais. — This  is  one  of  the  manufacturing  towns  of  France  that  feems 
the  molt  brifk  and  active  in  buimefs.  I viewed  the  tapeftry  fabric,  of  which 
I had  feen  fome  fine  fpecimens  in  the  palace  at  Fontainebleau  ; their  fined: 
works  are  in  filk  as  well  as  in  worfted ; they  employ  150  hands,  and  have 
another  fabric  connected  with  this  in  La  Marche. 

I viewed  the  callico  printing-houfe  of  Meffrs.  Garnierdans  and  Co.  which 
is  upon  fuch  a fcale  as  to  employ  600  hands  conftantly ; there  is  no  difference 
between  this  fabric  and  fimilar  ones  in  England,  and  all  the  patterns  I faw 
were  very  common,  feeming  not  to  aim  fo  much  at  elegance  or  nicety  of  ex- 
ecution, as  at  the  difpatch  of  a large  undertaking,  yet  Paris  is  their 
principal  demand  ; they  print  a great  quantity  of  Indian  callicoes  ; their  mad- 
der is  from  Alface.  There  are  three  other  manufactures  in  the  town,  and  all 
four  employ  about  1800  hands;  but  the  chief  fabric  is  the  woollen,  which 
employs  7 or  8000  hands  in  the  town  and  the  adjacent  country-  They  make, 
under  various  denominations,  coarfe  fluffs  for  the  cloathing  of  the  country 
people,  for  mens  jackets  and  womens  petticoats,  &c.  a truly  ufef'ul  and  im- 
portant 
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portant  fabric,  which  works  only  French  wool,  and  in  general  that  of  th® 
country.  There  are  alfo  flocking  engines  at  work. 

St.  G obin. — The  fabric  of  plate  glafs  here  is  by  far  the  greateft  and  moil 
celebrated  in  Europe  j the  inclofure  is  great,  and  the  buildings  are  on  a vaft 
lcale;  1800  men  are  employed  on  the  works  and  in  the  provifion,  See.  of 
wood.  I was  fo  fortunate  as  to  arrive  about  half  an  hour  before  they  began  to 
run ; there  is  a vail  furnace  in  the  center  of  the  building  containing  the  pots 
of  melted  metal _ , and  on  each  fide  of  it  a row  of  ovens  with  fmall  furnaces  for 
calling.  An  immenfe  table  of  call  copper,  as  I judge  by  my  eye  (for  I did  not 
care  to  meafure  any  thing),  twelve  feet  long  and  eight  broad,  by  five  inches 
thick.  Hands  at  the  mouth  of  the  annealing  oven  heated  by  a furnace  on 
each  fide  of  it.  When  every  thing  is  ready  for  running  the  glafs,  a comis 
enters,  the  doors  are  bolted,  and  filence  is  proclaimed  by  one  of  the  men 
Hriking  an  iron  bar  on  the  ground  j if  any  perfon  fpeaks  but  a word  after  this, 
he  is  fined  heavily.  The  furnace,  in  which  is  the  melted  glafs,  is  then  opened, 
and  the  pots  of  18  inches  diameter  are  drawn  out ; two  men,  receiving  it  upon 
a fort  of  barrow,  wrheel  it  to  the  table  above-mentioned,  where  an  iron  crank 
fiifpended  from  a windlafs  is  fixed,  and  hoilling  the  metal,  is  emptied  onto 
the  table.  A great  copper  roller  is  pulhed  over  it,  moving  on  two  ftrips  or 
bars  of  iron  or  copper,  the  thicknefs  of  which  determines  that  of  the  intended 
plate  of  glafs,  for  the  pot  aifeharging  its  contents  between  them,  and  the  roller 
brought  gradually  over  it,  which  flattens  by  its  great  weight  the  metal  to  the 
thicknefs  of  thofe  bars ; the  glafs  is  then  pulhed  forward  from  the  table  into 
the  oven  heated  to  receive  it  for  annealing,  or  cooling  gradually,  to  prevent 
cracking.  The  dexterity,  coolnefs,  freedom  from  confufion,  with  wdiich  every 
thing  is  done,  was  very  pleafing. 

The  grinding  houfe  is  great ; the  whole  of  that  operation  is  performed 
by  hand.  The  motive  for  eitablifhing  this  manufacture  here,  in  a fituation  by 
no  means  convenient  for  navigation,  though  the  diftance  is  not  great,- was  that 
alone  of  the  plenty  of  wood.  It  is  in  the  midft  of  a great  foreft  belonging  to 
the  Duke  of  Orleans,  hired  by  the  company  that  carried  on  the  manufacture. 
All  the  fuel  employed  is  beach  wood,  to  which  circumftance  they  attribute 
the  fuperiority  of  the  French  glafs  to  that  of  England. 

St.  Quin  tin. — They  make  here  linen,  cambric,  and  gauzes,  fabrics  that 
fpread  all  over  the  country ; for  all  common  goods,  they  ufe  the  flax  of  the 
country,  but  for  fine  ones  that  from  Flanders. 

Cambray. — They  make  gauzes,  cleresy  and  fome  fine  cambrics,  called 
batijies. 

Valenciennes. — Laces  are  here  and  in  all  the  villages  around  a very  con- 
siderable manufacture  5 that  of  30  to  40  lines  breadth,  for  gentlemen’s  ruffles, 
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is  from  ioo  to  216  liv.  (9k  9s.)  an  auln,  with  all  other  prices  lower;  a pair 
of  ruffles  and  a frill  to  x61ouis;  the  quantity  for  a lady’s  head-drefs  from 
1 000  liv.  to  2400  liv.  The  poor  women  who  do  this  exquifite  work  do  not 
earn  more  than  20 f a day,  or  at  the  utmod  30 The  fine  cambrics  are  all 
woven  in  cellars  for  humidity  of  atmofphere. 

Lille.— This  is  one  of  the  mold  manufacturing,  commercial,  and  indudri- 
ous  towns  in  France;  there  is  a manufaciurs  royale  of  fine  cloths  made  of 
Spanifh  wool.  Three  callico  printers  houfes,  but  not  upon  a very  great  fcale. 
Their  greater!:  trade  is  that  of  camblets,  which  employs  many  hands ; they 
■are  made  of  the  long  combing  wool  of  Holland,  Germany,  Flanders,  and 
what  they  can  get  from  England,  this  being  the  fabric  which  ufes  more 
Engliidi  wool  than  any  other  in  France.  They  have  a cotton  fabric  of  fluffs 
for  linings,  &c.  another  of  blankets ; alfo  one  of  filk  fluffs,  which  the  pro- 
prietor refuted  to  let  me  fee,  the  only  inflance  of  the  kind  I met  with  in  the 
eourfe  of  the  journey ; one  may  fairly  conclude  that  he  had  nothing  to  fhew, 
inflead  of  the  fecret  he  pretended  to  : add  to  thefe  a fabric  of  porcelane. 

St.  Omers. — There  is  a manufacture  of  wcrfted  dockings,  alfo  of  a kind 
of  fluff  called  pannes,  but  the  quantity  not  confiderable.  Much  wool  is  fpun. 

Arras.5 — The  only  fabric  of  any  confequence  is  that  of  coarfe  thread  laces, 
which  find  a good  market  in  England. 

Beauval. — A confiderable  manufacture  of  coarfe  hemp  and  linens,  lack- 
ing, &c. 

Aumale.' — A fabric,  of  no  great  confequence,  of  coarfe  woollens  for  the 
wear  of  the  common  people. 

Rouen. — The  Manchefter  of  France.  One  of  the  mod  commercial  and  ma- 
nufacturing towns  of  the  kingdom.  They  fay,  that  at  prefent  the  velours  and 
cotton  ioiles  are  the  mod  dourifhing.  The  fabrics  fpread  over  all  the  country, 
they  admit  the  velverets  of  England  to  be  much  cheaper,  but  affert  their  paf- 
mentiers  of  dlk  and  cotton  mixed,  to  be  cheaper  than  any  dmilar  fabric  in 
England;  they  have  alfo  lome  woollens,  but  none  fine  or  deferving  particular 
notice.  Afferted  here  that  fpinning  cotton  employs  50,000  perfons  in  Nor- 
mandie. 

Havre. — Cotton  260  liv.  the  quintal.  The  duty  on  the  export  of  French 
cotton  rather  more  than  2d.  per  lb. 

Pont  a de  mer. — Viewed  the  manuf&Slure  royale  of  leather  here,  having 
letters  to  Monf.  Martin  the  director.  It  confids  of  a confiderable  tannery  and 
curriery;  there  are  96  fats  for  tanning,  and  eighty  workmen  are  employed.  I 
faw  eight  or  ten  Engliih  curriers  ; there  are  forty  of  them. 

The  price  of  raw  hides  from  the  butcher  is  at  prefent  10  to  12  f.  alb.;  a year 
ago  only  which  was  the  price  for  three  or  four  years  pair ; the  rife  they 
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attribute  to  an  arret  of  the  parliament,  prohibiting  the  killing  any  cow  calf, 
which  has  made  the  Ikins  dear,  and  the  high  price  of  meat  has  had  a yet 
greater  effect. 

Foreign  hides  from  Buenos  Ayres  are  now  18/I  the  lb.  that  were  io f.-,  they 
have  many  from  Ireland,  which  would  be  the  bed,  if  it  was  not  for  the  care- 
lefs  way  of  cutting  them  more  than  neceffary  in  killing.  The  Iriih  are  the 
larged  hides. 

The  bundle  of  bark  is  30  lb.  (28  to  32),  and  the  price  per  100  bundles,  or 
3000,  is  150  liv.  which  is  about  4I.  4s.  a ton ; afew  years  pad  it  was  at  8oliv.  ^ 
they  bark  all  oak  of  ten  years  growth,  preferring  young  to  what  is  old.  Some 
hides  they  drefs  without  lime,  in  the  Jerfey  way ; they  drefs  many  hogs  hides, 
and  alfo  goats  from  Sweden.  They  complain  of  the  excife  on  leather,  aflert 
that  there  were  once  forty  tanners  in  this  town,  but  now  not  twenty,  the  de- 
clenflon  owing  to  the  duty  of  per  lb. 

Caen. — They  make  a great  deal  of  hlk  lace  here,  alfo  cotton  and  worded 
dockings. 

Cherbourg. — Near  this  place  is  a confiderable  fabric  of  blown  plate-glafs* 
which  Monf.  Depuy,  the  director,  was  fo  obliging  as  to  drew  me  * about  350 
workmen  are  employed,  but  before  the  American  war  there  were  6005  the 
works  at  Cherbourg  have  hurt  it,  as  well  as  grubbing  up  the  fored  belonging 
to  Monfleur.  It  is  now  fent  to  Paris  to  be  poliflied. 

Bretagne — Rennes. — Some  fabrics,  but  not  of  confideration  ; linen  for 
fhip-fails,  hats,  earthenware,  dimities,  flamoifes,  thread  dockings  : Some  years 
ago  one  of  cotton,  edablifhed  by  Pincjon,  author  of  a pamphlet  Commerce  de  la 
Bretagne , but  it  was  not  attended  with  any  fuccefs,  and  died  with  him. 

St.  Brieux. — Received  here  fome  information  concerning  the  linen  fabric 
of  Bretagne.  The  merchants  and  factors  chiefly  reflde  at  St.  Quintin  and 
Loudeac,  fome  at  Pontivy  and  Uzelles ; St.  Maloes  is  faid  to  export  to  the 
amount  of  ten  millions.  The  thread  is  fpun  all  over  Bas  Bretagne  and  bought 
. up  at  markets,  and  woven  into  linen  at  thofe  towns  and  their  didridts ; the 
lowed  price  is  34  to  3 8J]  the  auln  ; the  next  40  to  50 f.  and  fome,  but  little, 
is  made  fo  high  as  5 liv.  The  greated  ohjedt  in  the  fabric  is  bleaching  it  to  a 
great  degree  of  whitenefs,  which  the  Spaniards  feem  only  to  regard ; to  do 
this  the  manufacturers  are  forced  almod  to  rot  it.  Among  other  operations 
to  which  they  fubjeCi  it,  is  that  of  putting  it  in  calks  of  four  milk  for  3 or  4 
months,  but  the  linen  that  is  only  commonly  bleached  is  drong  and  excellent^ 
the  flax  is  ail  produced  in  Bretagne. 

Belle  Isle  to  Morlaix  Ponton.’ — Much  fpinning  of  flax  through  all 
this  country  ; the  flax  of  their  own  railing  ; every  farmer  enough  for  the  em- 
ployment of  the  family  5 the  thread  fells  at  30 f.  a lb.  at  Morlaix. 
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Morlaix. — Much  linen  exported;  thread  fells  at  4 the  lb*  fpinning  is 
12/  the  lb.  I was  fhewn  fome  fine  thread  that  coffc  3 liv.  1 of.  the  lb.  and 
which  will  make  cloth  of  4 liv.  10 f.  the  auln.  The  linen  trade  is  now  very 
dull,  but  flourilhed  greatly  in  the  war ; the  linens  here  are  toille  de  menage ; 
that  exported  to  Spain  is  here  called  toille  de  lean , and  is  whitened  till  rotten. 

Nantes. — Here  I am  allured  that  the  linen  fabric  of  Bretagne  amounts  to 

-3 

24  millions. 

Examine  fome  of  thefe  linens  that  are  for  the  Cadiz  market ; the  finefc  of  all 
is  4 liv.  jf.  the  auln  of  Bretagne  of  50  inches,  and  fths  wide;  it  has  So 
threads  in  an  inch  Englilh : 3 liv.  jf.  the  auln  ; 25  \ French  inches  broad, 
70  threads  to  the  inch  Englilh  ; they  are  very  white  and  much  beaten. 

A confiderable  fabric  eftablifhed  near  this  city  in  an  Hand  of  the  Loire,  for  call- 
ing and  boring  cannon ; the  coals  coll  here  34I1V.  the  2000  lb.  they  come  by  the 
river  from  the  neighbourhood,  and  they  calculate  that  the  new  fleam-engine, 
now  eredled,  will  confume  100  liv.  a day. 

Viewed  the  cotton  manufacture  of  Monf.  Pellontier,  Bourcard  and  Co.  the 
Prufiian  Conful,  which  employs  about  200  hands  ; he  fpins  (by  jennies), 
weaves  and  prints  the  cloth,  but  the  conductor  of  it  fays,  that  the  Swils  fabrics 
of  the  fame  fort  are  one-third  cheaper,  owing  to  their  employing  much  more 
machinery,  and  to  their  men  working  far  better  and  harder.  Price  of  the  bell 
St.  Domingo  cotton  at  prefent  180  liv.  to  200  liv.  per  quintal. 

An  jou — Angers. — All  alive  with  flocking  engines,  and  an  infinity  of  fpin- 
ning wheels  ; the  flockings  are  mollly  of  thread,  but  fome  of  wool ; they  have 
fpinning  jennies  for  cotton  ; a fabric  of  fail  cloth,  and  fome  callico  printing. 

Maine. — Le  Mans  .—Here  are  etamines,  linen,  flockings,  bleach- 
grounds,  See.  &c. 

Normandie. — Allencon.— -Great  quantities  of  hemp  fpun  and  manufactured 
in  all  this  country  into  table-linen,  fheets,  fhirts,  &c. 

Gace. — Much  fpinning  of  flax,  which  is  brought  from  Flanders,  the  price 
1 liv.  16 f.  the  lb.  and  fell  it  fpun  at  4 liv.  10 f.  but  varying  much  according 
to  the  finenefs  ; a woman  fpins  a pound  in  a week. 

Elboeuf. — The  fabrics  here  are  chiefly  cloths,  and  by  far  the  greater  part 
are  of  Spanifh  wool,  a-  fmall  proportion  of  that  of  Roufiiilon  and  Berri.  The 
wools  of  Segovia  and  the  Leonoife  are  at  5 liv.  12 f.  the  lb.  and  4 liv.  10 f. 
fold  de  VifcGunt.  It  is  fpun  in  the  country  for  twelve  leagues  around;  the  price 
of  fpinning  is  from  10  to  137^  the  lb.  average  11  f.  for  which  they  fpin  the 
fine  Spanifh  to  the  length  of  825  aulns  of  Paris;  a good  fpinner  will  do  a pound 
in  a day,  but  that  is  beyond  the  medium ; very  few  however  demand  two  days. 
The  carder  has  6 to  8yf  a lb. 

Monf.  Grande  has  fome  jennies,  by  which  a woman  fpins  the  work  of  eight. 

Darnetal. 
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Darnetal. — The  chief  fabrics  here  are  cloths,  a £19011  d’Elbcsuf,  efpag- 
nolettes,  flanelles,  ratteens.  Of  thefe  the  principal  are  the  efpagnolettes  of 
^.ths  breadth,  and  price  5 liv.  ioyi  to  9 liv.  10 f for  mens  waiftcoats,  ladies 
habits,  See.  The  wool  is  in  general  from  Spain  and  Berri,  but  not  the  Spanifh 
of  the  firft  quality ; the  Berri  is  as  good,  or  better  than  the  Spanifh  for  this 
fabric.  The  fpinners  are  paid  14  to  16 f the  lb.  for  which  they  fpin  it  to  the 
length  of  600  aulns.  Carding  is  2 f.  the  lb.  and  no  other  than  carding  wool 
is  ufed  here.  The  weaver  is  alfo  paid  by  the  pound,  at  i$f  therefore  the 
weaving  and  fpinning  is  nearly  the  fame  price  , many  of  all  thefe  hands  are  in 
the  country.  The  mailer  manufacturers  here  aifert,  that  their  fabrics  are  as 
good  and  as  cheap  as  fimilar  ones  in  England,  but  they  fell  none  thither. 

Louviers. — Monfieur  Decretot’s  fabrics  of  fine  cloths  at  this  place,  are,  I 
believe,  the  firil  in  the  world  -f  I know  none  in  England,  nor  any  where  elfe,  that 
can  be  compared  with  them  ; the  beauty  and  the  great  variety  of  his  productions 
remind  me  more  of  the  fertility  of  Mr.  Wedge  wood’s  inventions,  than  any 
other  fabric  I have  feen  in  France.  Monf.  Decretot  brings  out  fomething  new 
for  every  year,  and  even  for  every  feafon. 

The  common  cloths  of  this  place  are  well  known ; but  Monf.  D.  has  now 
made  fome  of  the  fineil  and  moil  beautiful  cloth  that  has  ever  yet  been  feen, 
of  the  pure  undyed  Peruvian,  or  Vigonia  wool,  if  it  may  be  fo  called,  for  it  is  not 
produced  by  a iheep ; this  rifes  to  the  vail  price  of  1 10  liv.  the  auln,  Eths 
wide ; the  raw  wool  is  19  liv.  ioyi  the  lb.  or  thrice  as  dear  as  the  very  fineil 
Spaniih  : other  fabrics  he  has  made  of  the  wool  of  the  chamois  from  Perfia. 
The  fineil  cloth  he  makes  of  common  wool,  unmixed,  is  of  Spaniih,  at  6 liv.  4 f. 
the  lb.  and  the  price  33  liv.  the  auln,  -ibbs  broad.  Raye  en  foie  iiiarbre  Pths 
broad,  32  liv.  Caforine  raye  en  foie9  fame  price  and  breadth.  Of  all  theie 
curious  fabrics,  as  well  as  the  wools  they  are  made  of,  he  very  obligingly  gave 
me  fpecimens. 

View  the  cotton  mill  here,  which  is  the  moil  confiderable  to  be  found  in 
France.  They  fpin  to  the  length  of  40,000  aulns  per  lb.  machinery  in  this 
mill  faves  in  labour  in  the  proportion  of  three  hands  doing  the  work  of  eight. 
It  is  conducted  by  four  Englifhmen,  from  fome  of  Mr.  Arkwright’s  mills. 
This  mill  coft  building  400,000  liv. 

Near  this  town  alfo  is  a great  fabric  of  copper- plates,  for  bottoming  the 
king’s  fhips  $ the  whole  an  Englifh  colony. 

Champagne. — Rbeims. — -There  are  about  700  mailer  manufacturers  here,, 
and  1 0,000  perfons  in  the  town  and  the  country  about  it,  fupported  by  the  ma- 
nufactures. The  fabric  is  not  at  prefent  flourishing,  and  the  earnings  of 
carders  and  fpinners  but  one  half  what  they  were.  The  weavers  are  paid 
12  liv.  10  f.  for  a piece  of  55  aulns,  and  § an  auln  broad. 
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They  make  here  razcaftors,  marocs,  flannels,  burattes,  the  chain  of  almost 
every  thing  of  the  wool  of  Champagne ; but  the  reft  of  Spanifh,  or  that  of  Beni  ; 
and  thefe  fine  carding  wools  are  combed  for  moft  of  the  fabrics:  they  ufe  befides 
thefe  wools  much  from  Bourgogne  and  Germany,  and  fome  from  Rome,  which 
are  very  bad,  beeaufe  the  fheep  are  clipped  twice  a year,  which  deftroys  the 
texture  of  the  wool.  The  woollens  at  Rheims  amount  to  10  millions,  and  the 
trade  of  wine  four  or  five  millions.  There  are  24,000  pieces  of  woollen  fluffs 
annually  ftamped  of  50  aulns  each,  and  at  the  price  of  1 10  to  120  liv.  each. 

Luneville. — Here  is  a fabric  of  earthen  ware,  that  employs  fixty  to  feventy 
hands,  who  earn  20  to  30/I  a day ; but  fome  painters  to  24  liv.  a week.  Com- 
mon plates  by  no  means  good,  3 liv.  1 of.  per  dozen. 

Is  E nheim  to  Befo?~t. — Many  fabrics  in  this  country,  efpecially  callico  printings 

Bourgogne — Dijon . — Many  flocking  engines,  fome  fpinning  of  cotton*, 
and  fome  coarfe  cloths  made,  but  nothing  of  confequenee,  for  the  place  does 
not  fubfift  by  manufactures. 

Mont  Cenis. — Thefe  are  amongft  the  greateft  iron  works  in  France,  and 
owe  their  prefent  magnitude  entirely  to  Monf.  de  Calonne ; they  were  eftabiifhed 
byMr.Wilkinfon  from  England,  in  the  fame  expedition  into  France,  in  which  he 
fixed  thofe  on  the  Loire  near  Nantes.  The  iron  mine  is  three  leagues  oifi,  but 
thofe  of  coal  on  the  fpot.  They  caft  and  bore  cannon  on  the  greateft  fcale^ 
having  five  fleam  engines  at  work,  and  a fixth  building  : they  have  iron  roads 
for  the  waggons,  make  coak  of  coal,  a I’Anglois,  &c.  &c.  Here  is  alfo  a 
pretty  confiderable  cryftal  glafs  work,  in  which  two  Englifhmen  are  ftill  left. 
There  is  no  navigation,  as  neceflary  as  coals  or  iron  •,  but  the  Charolois  canal 
is  within  two  leagues,  and  they  hope  it  will  come  here.. 

Autun. — No  manufacture. 

Bourbonnoi s — Moulins. — N o fabric. 

Auvergne — Riom . — No  fabric,  except  what  cotton  is  fpun,  &e.  inthege^- 
neral  hofpital. 

Clermont. — In  the  mountains  at  Royau,  &c.  wool  fpun  40 f.  lb.  the  fineft 
5 o f fpinning  ilb.  coarfe  wTool  10 jZ  fine  ditto  12  to  1 6 J] 

Marseille. — Price  of  cotton,  1789,  St.  Domingo,  130  liv.  the  quintal 

Martinique,  120 
Salonica,  95  to  100 

Smyrna,  100  to  1 14 

Cyprus,  100  to  105- 

Acre,  1 00  to  1 1 o. 

This  place  makes  foap  to  the  amount  of  20  millions  a year  the  oil  from  Italy, 
the  Levant,  and  Tunis. 
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'The  trade  of  Marfeille  to  the  colonies  not  near  equal  to  that  of  Bourdeaux. 

Lyons. — The  import  of  raw  filk  into  all  France  one  million  of  lb*  of  x6  oz. 
The  crop  of  all  France  the  fame,  but  not  fo  good  by  A of  the  price.  The 
price  of  good  filk  25  to  30  liv.  The  fabric  here  f of  all  the  kingdom,  and  its 
exports  in  manufactured  goods  the  weight  of  one  million  of  pounds.  There 
are  12,000  looms,  each  employing  five  perfons,  or  60,000,  who  earn  on  an 
average  25/I  a day..  The  men  earn  by  wrought  filks  45  to  50  f. ; but  on  plain 
ones  30 f.  Of  the  fabric  here  4 of  the  value  is  raw  filk,  and  4 labour. 
Throughout  the  kingdom  in  the  hemp  and  flax  fabrics  4 labour  and  4 raw  ma- 
terial. In  the  laid  20  years  the  manufacture  here  has  augmented  very  little,  if 
at  all. 

They  have  a prohibitory  law  againft  any  loom  being  ereCted  without  the 
city  to  a certain  diftance ; and  at  Amiens  there  is  a prohibition  againft  working 
woollen  fluffs  by  lamp-light,  for  fear  of  greafing  the  fluffs,  yet  here  the  fineft 
filks  are  thus  wrought. 


The  advantageous  fituation  of  Lyons,  in  refpeCt  to  its  two  great  rivers,  has 
no  effeCt  on  the  tranfport  of  its  manufactures,  for  all  go  by  land  to  Bayonne, 
Bourdeaux,  and  Strafbourg,  &c.  They  have  here  an  eflablifhment  of  Ge- 
nevois  callico  printers,  to  the  number  of  fix  or  feven  hundred. 

St.  Etienne  en  Foret. — The  iron  fabrics  now  very  fiouri thing,  coals  a!- 
moil  for  nothing,  and  the  fame  at  St.  Chaumond  ; a great  ribbon  trade  alfo ; 
forty  pieces  are  made  at  a time  by  a machine  turned  by  one  man. 

The  following  details  of  French  manufactures  will  explain  feverai  of  them  : 
they  are  extracted  from  the  new  Encyclopedic,  in  quarto,  now  publilhing  at 
Paris. 


ManujaBures  of  P karate. 


Camelot  poll,  — — 

Camelot  mi  foie,  — — 

- — laine,  — — 

Baracans,  &c.  - — — 

Prune!': es  foie,  — 

laine,  — — — 

Panne  poil,  ■ — — 

— laine,  — — 

Velours,  mocquettes,  trippes  damas 
A’encons,  etamines,  vires,  gazes 
Serges,  minorques,  turquoifes,  &c. 


Looms. 

Pieces. 

Price. 

liv. 

Total  V alue. 
liv. 

350 

3,000 

380 

1,140,000 

3°  O 

3,600 

l6o 

576,000 

4.50 

3>5°° 

120 

420,000 

700 

12,000 

130 

1,560,000 

1,000 

10,000 

I 80 

i,  8 00,000 

650 

.7,800 

1 1 5 

8 97,000 

800 

7,000 

240 

1,6  d 0,000 

950 

10,000 

1 20 

1,200,000 

450 

4, 5 00 

180 

8 10,000 

3°° 

3,600 

200 

7 20,000 

1,200 

B,3 

14,400 

180 

•2,592,000 

Tamifes 
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ManufaSiures  of  Picardie. 


Tamifes,  duroys,  grains  d’orge. 
Serges  d’Aumale,  Londres,  &c,  — 

de  Blicourt,  Crevecceur,  &c. 

Draperies  fines,  — — 

communes*,  — — 

Velours  de  coton,  toileries,  &c. 
Totals . 

EtofFs  de  laine,  — — 

Bas  douzaines  de  paires,  — — 

Toiles,  — - — ~ 


400 

6,000 

100 

6 00,000 

2,000 

1 6,000 

100 

1,600,000 

I,5°° 

24,000 

15 

625,000 

100 

1,200 

480 

576,000 

600 

7,000 

60 

420,000 

450 

6,000 

150 

900,000 

12,200 

139,600 

18,098,000 

8,500 

220,000 

14 

5,200,000 

4j3°° 

60,000 

5° 

3,000,000 

25,000 

26  ,.258,000 

Wool  consumed. 


Of  the  country. 

Fleece . 

T 

lb. 

3,220,000 

at  22 J. 

liv. 

3,5  20,000 

From  Holland, 

— 

— 

180,000 

at  40 J. 

360,000 

— — — England, 

— • 

— 

200,000 

at  32/ 

320,000 

— Germany, 

— 

— 

100,000 

at  22 J. 

I 10,000 

Turcoin, 

Spun. 

3, 700,000 

60,000 

8 liv.  1 of 

4,310,000 

5 10,000 

Germany, 

■ — — 

— 

1 00,000 

7 liv. 

700,000 

Poil  de  chevre. 

. — 

— 

220,000 

5 liv.  1 of 

1,200,000 

Soie,  — 

— 

20,000 

35 

700,000 

Spinning  of  3,6  8o,ooolb.  * 

at  6 or  7 J.  the  lb.  of  thread  of  all  forts  at  9 liv.  the  piece 

Weaving  150,000  pieces  at  28  liv.  the  piece,  12,000  looms  making 
each  14  or  15  pieces,  and  gaining  about  280  liv.  per  annum. 

Dyeing  the  materials  fpun  and  not  fpun,  , — — — — 

Merchant’s  profits  on  raw  materials  and  manufacturers,  — 


liv. 

7.420.000 
4,3  1 0,000 

1.350.000 

3.420.000 
1 90,000 

1.300.000 


Value  of  1 50,000  pieces  going  from  the  hands  of  the  manufacturer. 
Drugs,  colours*  &c.  — — — 

Nett  profit,  — — » 


17,990,000 

500,000 

2,000,000 


20,490,000 


Draperies  Fines. 

Hv. 

Spanifh  wool  330  bales  of 

200lb.  at  5 liv.  per  lb.  — 330,000 

Sixty-fix  lb.  of  wool  in  a piece 
of  broad  cloth,  1000  pieces, 
and  confiume  66^000  lb.  of 
wool ; the  piece  of  24  aulns 
at  25  liv.  600  liv.  -and  for 
icoo,  — ■ — 600,000  • 


liv. 

Cotton  Velvets. 

Cotton  40,000  lb.  at  48  J.  — 96,000 

Spinning,  — — 96,000 

Fabrication  of  2,860  pieces  at 

14/.  — — 60,000 

Dyeing,  &c.  — — 82,000 

Profits,  — — — 36,000 

370,000 

Linen3 
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Linen 3 'Thread)  and  Cordage. 


liv. 

Hemp  for  linen,  4,  5,  or 
600,000  raw,  at  30  liv.  the 
100,  1,350,000 

Reduced  to  3,000,000  lb.  at 

7 /.  fpmning,  — 1,050,000 

Flax  2,000,000  lb.  at  40  liv. 

the  100  — — 800,000 

Reduced  to  1,200,000  lb.  at 

10 J.  fpinning,  — 600,000 

Weaving,  4,300  looms  at  90 

liv.  to  160  liv.  — 400,000 


Seventy  thoufand  pieces  at  65 
liv.  materials,  — 

Hemp  and  labour  on  thread, 
packthread,  and  cordage 


4. 200.000 
2,000,000 

6.200.000 


Boneterie. 

Wool  of  the  country,  8oo,ooolb. 

at  25/.  — 1,000,000 

■ » Holland,  250,000  at  40 J.  500,000 


Flax  — 
Cotton 


Materials 

Labour 

Profit 


100,000  at  1 of. 
— 2,500  at  40 J. 


liv. 

50,000 

5,000 


— M55>000 

— 3,125,000 

— 5 20,000 


Recapitulation. 


5,200,000 


Total  value  of  raw  materials,  13,870,000 


Elbceuf,  < 


Draps, 

Rova’es, 

Calmoucs, 

Alpagas, 


Lou  viers-— draps  fins,  » 

f Draps, 

I Ratines, 

Rouen,  Efpagnolettes  croifees, 

liffees, 

Flanell.es, 


f Draps, 
j Ratines, 

Darnetal,  \ Efpagnolettes  croifees, 
J liffees. 


Labour  and  profit. 


50,000  workmen  at  140  liv. 
50,000  women  at  70  liv. 
150,000  children  at  40  liv. 


Profit 


Price  per  auln. 


1 9,000,000 

32.870.000 

7.000. 000 
3,500,000 

6.000. 000 

16.500.000 
2,500,000 


1 9,000,000 


^Flanelles, 


16  liv.  10/. 
10  liv. 

16  liv. 

9 liv. 


24  liv. 

14  liv. 

12  liv. 

5 liv. 

4 liv.  1 of. 
2 liv.  10 J. 


1.8  liv.. 
i 2 liv.  10 J. 
5 liv. 

4 liv.  iq/i 
3 liv. 


'No.  Pieces. 

Value. — liv. 

18,000 

150 

80 

IOO 

8,910,000 

54.000 

38,400 

36.000 

18,330 

9,038,400 

4,440 

80 

120 

760 

180 

2,690 

33,000 
51,840 
5 8 9, 1 00 

64,800 

2.82,450 

3,196,800 

3,830 

i 

1,021,100 

370 

380 

4,32° 

800 

D35° 

1 99,800 
17 1,000 
1, 630,000 
309,600 
, 160,0.00 

1- 
S'  ' 

7,3°°  ; 

2,47.-0,400 

1 

15*726,790 
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The  draperies  of  Darnetal  may  be  taken  on  an  average  at  2,500,000  liv.  blankets  not 
included,  which  are  4 or  500,000  liv.  If  every  thing  is  included,  the  lainages  of  the 
Generality  will  rife  to  18,000,000  liv.  and  linens  to  the  double. 


Manufactures  of  Champagne  in  1782,  taken  by  Monf  Baillardat,  Infpector  of  that 

Province . 

Biases, 

Denominations . J 

Price  per  auln.  ; 

No.  Pieces. 

Value. 

Chalons,  Efpagnolettes, 

3 liv.  IO/.  j 

1,800 

226,800 

Quippes. 

Serges  drapees. 

I 16 

3,000 

322,600 

Draps  de  Silefia, 

4 10  | 

I 1,500 

2,300,000 

Dauphins  and  Marocs,  - 

1 5 to  3 5 

27,500 

3,100,000 

Perpetuelles, 

Droguets,  etamines,  burats. 

3 

40 

7,000 

Reims  & Environs.  < 

voiles. 

5 5 to  3 5 

22,000 

2,800,000 

Imperialles  Handles, 

2 to  4 5 

5OO 

830,000 

Bluteaux, 

17  to  18  p. 

S>96° 

67,600 

Couvertures, 

20  p. 

30,000 

600,000 

1 

Toiles  de  Chanvre, 

I 4/* 

2,300 

1 10,000 

Dauphins  and  Marocs,  eta- 

Rhetal & Environs 

mines,  flanelies,  ferges, 
Draps  fa^on  de  fedan. 

i 5 to  3 10 
22  liv. 

4,500 

3° 

450,000 

26,400 

Toiles  de  chanvre. 

1 4 

420 

20,200 

'Toiles  de  coton  and  balms, 

1 to  5 liv. 

56,000 

4,000,000 

T royes  & Environs. 

Serges,  frocs,  &c. 

Draps  and  ratines. 

2 15  to  3 10 
6 to  10  10 

3,200 

55° 

310,000 
1 22,400 

^ Efpagnolettes, 

4 liv-  5/ 

1,000 

1 40,000 

Ch-etumont,  &c. 

Droguets, 

1 10 

1,500 

100,000 

Yancouleurs. 

Siamoifes,  toiles  de  coton,  fil. 

* 

&c. 

1 15  to  3 10 

i,3°o 

1 80,000 

17  5,600 

15,713,000 

Boneterie  en  Coton . 


Dooms. — Troyes,  400 

Arcys  and  Aube,  280 

In  thirty  villages  near  ditto,  — — . 300 

Vitry  la  Francois,  -■  ■ ■■ — ■ 24 

Vancouleurs,  — 30 

Chalons,  ■ ■ ■—  — * 1 2 


1046 

Each  loom  makes  per  annum  100  dozen  pairs  of  ftockings  or  bonets,  worth 
one  with  another  24  liv.  or  104,600  dozen,  and  2,510,400  liv.  of  which  ^-ds 
are  labour  and  profit. 


In 


manufactures. 


$59 


In  Wool . 

About  12,000  dozens  pairs  of  fbockings  and  bonets  at  Chaumont,  Vignory* 
Joinville,  Vitry,  and  Chalons,  at  50  liv.  the  dozen,  or  360,000  liv.* 

Boneterie  in  all  France. 


looms. 

Boneterie  of  filk,  * • — < 17,50 o 

Wool,  24,500 

Cotton,  — ■ — — c — 14,500 

Thread,  — — — 7,500 


Produce  of  which  55  to  60,000,000  liv.  64,000 

Lace. 


The  laces  they  make  at  Valenciennes  employ  about  3600  perfons,  and  are 
an  object  of  400,000  liv.  of  which  the  flax  is  not  more  than  -A . The  thread 
fells  from  24  liv.  to  700  liv.  the  pound.  The  lace-makers  at  Dieppe  earn 
7 or  8 yC  a day,  a few  10  to  1 5 f.  There  are  8 or  9000  point-makers  at  and 
about  Alencon.  At  Argentan  they  work  to  500,000  liv ; and  in  all  France 
about  1,200,000  liv. 

Silk. 


In  1780,  there  were  in  Lyons  1800  to  2000  looms  conftantly  employed  on 
Bookings,  making  1500  pairs  a day,  at  9 liv.  or  4,000,000  liv,  per  ann.  for 
450,000  pairs. 


liv. 

Raw  material  f,  — 2,000,000 

Labour,  — — 1,600,000 

Profit  -A,  400,000 


4,000,000 


looms. 

In  all  France,  in  1756. — Lyons,  18,000 

Nifmes,  j,ooo 
Tours,  1,350 
Paris,  2,000 


24,35° 


Manufacture  of  Lyons  in  1768,  extracted  from  the  regifter  of  the  Capitation 


and  Vingtiemes. 
Merchants, 

Mafter  workmen. 
Looms,  — 


410 
4,202 
I 1,007 


Ditto  in  1788. 
Looms  employed,  — 

Ditto  not  employed,  — 


9>33S 

5,442 


14,777 


Rent  of  their  houfes  8 1 1,667  ^v*  Total  value  of  the  fabric  60,000,000  liv. 
of  which  18,000,000  liv.  labour.  Weight  of  filk  2,000,000  lb* 

Silk  and  iron  in  the  Forez  of  the  Lyonnois. 


* Enc.  Mttk,  Man  and  Art , t»  i.  IC, 


The 


MANUFACTURES, 


$6® 

The  clincaillerie  of  St.  Etienne  4,000,000  lb.  of  iron,  at  21  liv.  the  100, 
price  wrought  60  liv.  the  100. 

The  manufacture  of  arms  for  export  confumes  1,200,000  lb.  60,000  mufkets 
and  piftols. 

Ribbons  amount  to  9,000,000  liv. 


Woollens  at  Lodeve  in  Languedoc * 


Griiblanc-s  for  the  troops. 



\ 

Pieces. 

6,000 

1 

at  6liv.  10/. 

liv. 

6 24,000 

Blues  and  reds,  — 

— 

— 

2,000’ 

at  9liv.  10/ 

304,000 

Draps,  — 

— , 

— 

1,000 

at  8 liv.  10/. 

136,000 

Pinchinats,  — 

— - 

— 

3,000 

at  61iv.  — 

288,000 

Croifees,  — - 

— 

— 

300 

at  9I1V.  — 

43,200 

Tricots,  — • 

— 

— * 

1,200 

at  2liv.  8/. 

92,800 

Ratines,  — - 

— 

— 

100 

1 2,000 

13,600 

1,500,0  00 

Total  French  exportation  to  the  Levant  18,000,000  liv.  of  which  12,000,000 
liv.  in  draperies  and  bonets  fapon  de  Tunis. 


Clermont . 


Account  of  a bale  of  20  half  pieces  of  Lon  dr  ins  feconds. 


Wool,  550IR  at  38/. 

Inheres,  (lift,) 

Oil,  

Spinning,  — — 


Weaving, 


Soap, 
Dyeing 
Cocheneal, 


>g> 


Total  including  all  other  charges. 


liv. 

*>04  5 
5° 

36 

270 
1 5° 
45 
120 
198 


Account  of  100  bales* 


Wool,  • 

Oil,  foap,  and  drugs, 

Carriage,  eSmmiflion,  and  profit, 
Labour,  r i- 


liv. 

550.000 

1 50.000 
I 1 0,000 

390.000 


1,200,000 

W pollens 


MANUFACTURES. 

Woollens  at  Sedan . 


SSi 


Wool, 

Hair, 

Oil, 

Soap, 

Linen, 

Spinning, 

Weaving, 

Dyeing, 


liv.  liv. 

376  to  476 


13  to 

12  tO 

4 to 
3 to 
60  to 
34  t© 


30 

14 

4! 

3 

90 

S3 


50  to  100 


A piece  of  black  Juperfine * 


Wool  for  the  chain,  42I  en  J urge , at  4 liv.  8 f. 
Ditto  for  the  trame,  65!  en  /urge,  at  4 liv.  8 f. 
Carriage  of  108  lb.  wool,  — — 

Spinning,  — 

^Weaving  105  aulns,  meaf.  de  Brabant,  at  10 f 
Dyeing,  # — — 

Wear  and  tear  of  implements,  — » 

Houfe,  clerks,  &c.  — 


42|  aulns,  at  23  liv.  10/. 
Manufacturer's  profit. 


liv. 

188 

287 


L 

2 


1 004  liv.  12/. 


Hv.  f. 

■MS  4 

5 8 
87  18 

52  10 
100  o 
14  o 
14  o 
, . .Mi 

887  0 


88- 


12 


In  1767, 


Looms,  — ■ — 

Pieces,  — — 

Spanifh  wool,  — — 

Wool  or  hair  for  felvages,  &c.  — * 

Oil,  — — 

of  which  olive,  — 

colefeed,  • — 

Linen  for  envelopes,  1,188  pieces  of  28,55oaulns. 


713 

8.5s6 

864,105  lb. 

i33>75lib- 

161,158 

144,373 

19,879 


Many  interefting  particulars  concerning  the  fabrics  of  Normandie,  are  found 
in  the  Obfervations  de  la  Chambre  du  Commerce  de  Normandie,  fur  le  Lraite  -de 
Commerce  entre  la  France  & T Anglet ere* 

Linens .. 

In  the  generality  of  Rouen  are  made,  in  an  average  year,  500,000  pieces, 
worth,  as  they  pafs  from  the  hands  of  the  manufacturer,  45  to  50,000,000  liv. 
of  which  7.ds  are  labour  and  profits. 
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Woollens . 

The  cloths  and  other  fluffs  of  Louviers,  d’Elbceuf,  Rouen,  Darnetal,  Andley, 
Evreux,  and  other  places  in  the  generality  of  Rouen,  may  be  eflimated  in  a 
common  year  at  34,000  pieces,  which  are  worth  at  the  confumer’s  price  about 
20,000,000  liv.  half  of  which  is  raw  material,  and  half  labour  and  profit. 

Cotton. 

The  boneterie  en  coton  at  Rouen,  amounts  to  1 8,000  dozens  of  pairs  of 
flockings  and  caps,  and  as  many  more  in  the  country,  the  value  of  the  whole 
1,600,000  liv.  to  2,000,000  liv.  -ids  of  which  are  labour  and  profit.  The 
hades  tamerie  of  cotton  alone,  employs  in  France  15,000  looms. 

Sundries. 

The  other  articles  of  manufacture  in  Rouen  and  the  generality,  fuch  as  rib- 
bons, fundry  woollens,  tanneries,  earthen- ware,  plating,  &c.  will  raife  the 
preceding  fums  to  80  or  90, 000,000  liv.  in  a common  year,  confequently  tliefe 
fundries  amount  to  16  or  1 8,000,000  liv.  and  half  of  all  on  an  average  is  labour 
and  profits. 

Louviers  fabricates  annually  4400  pieces  of  cloth. 

Elbceuf  fabricates  18,000  pieces  of  cloths  and  fluffs. 

Darnetal  makes  7300  pieces  of  cloths,  ratines,  efpagnolettes,  and  flanels, 
without  including  couvertures. 

Vife  makes  8000  pieces  of  cloth,  but  the  fabric  is  much  fallen ; for  thirty 
years  together  it  made  26,000  pieces  per  annum. 

Valognes  and  Cherbourg  were  once  famous  for  their  cloths,  and  fabricated 
to  the  amount  of  near  4000  pieces,  at  prefent  they  make  3 or  400. 

Lifieux,  and  an  hundred  parifhes  in  the  environs,  fabricate  50  or  60,000 
pieces  woollen  fluffs  called  frocs,  flannelles,  5 cc. 

Earnings  of  ManufaSiurers. 

1787 — Pic ar die. — Montreuil. — By  flockings,  2 of.  a day. 

Abbeville. — By  cloths,  &c.  257^ 

Amiens. — Cloths,  18  f.  to  2 $f.  to  40 f 

Brereuil. — Iron,  30 f. 

Orleanois.- — Orleans. — Woollen  caps,  men  2 6f.  boys  yf.  fpinners  i±f 
carders  3 if.  fugar  refiners  2 6f. 

Berry. — Chateauroux. — Woollens,  men  20 f.  boys  8 f.  fpinners  S f 

La  Marche. — Women  and  girls  employed  in  keeping  cattle,  fpin  wool 
and  hemp  5 for  thread  of  the  latter  they  have  3 f the  lb.  for  coarfe,  6 f.  for 

fine  1 
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fine;  for  wool  3 to  4 f the  lb.;  they  muff  work  very  hard  in  the  fields  to 
fpin  1 lb.  of  coarfe  thread  in  a day;  when  they  work  for  themfelves  they  give 
their  yarn  and  thread  to  a weaver,  who  makes  the  fluff*  at  3 or  6 f.  the  auin. 

Limosin. — Limoges. — Stuffs  and  china  men  ij f boys  9 f.  weavers  are 
paid  5 or  (of.  the  auln,  and  earn  15 J a day ; in  the  porcelaine  fabric  feme  earn 
i2oliv.  a month. 

Brive. — Silks,  gauzes,  and  cotton  men  27 f.  boys 
Guienne. — Cabers. — Woollens,  men  20 f fpinners  8 f 
Montauban. — Silks,  women  10 f.  woollens,  men  25^  fpinners  8 f comb- 
ers  30/  _ . 

St.  Mar  tori. — Woollen  fluffs,  men  24 f fpinners  Sf.  women  $f 
Bagnere  de  Luchon. — Cobalt,  men  27 f. 

Languedoc. — Nifmes. — Silks,  men  20  to  40 f a man  will  make  a pair  of 
filk  flockings  in  a day  if  he  is  a good  hand,  he  is  pakl  ±0 f.  for  them,  out  of 
which  he  mufi  pay  for  the  engine  and  oil  for  his  lamp  ; the  engine  coils  4 to 
500  liv.  women  alio  work  at  it,  common  earnings  of  either,  by  means  of  this 
tool,  30  to  35/. 

Gauge. — Silk  {lockings,  men  32/.  and  fome  particular  hands,  by  making 
the  finefl  flockings,  up  to  36  liv.  the  pair,  will  earn  5 liv.  a day. 

Lodeve. — Cloths,  men  28 f filk  flockings  3 cotton  3 $f.  fome  in  cotton 
are  faid  to  earn  even  to  50 f. 

Beg  de  Rieux. — Londrins,  men  18  f.  filk  flockings  3 $f. 

Guienne. — Pau. — Linen,  men  24/.'  from  18  1040 f.  they  are  paid  zof. 
for  weaving  a handkerchief. 

Navarens. — Flax,  a pound  before  fpinning  fells  for  30 f.  fpinning  it  to  a 
middling  degree  of  finenefs  adds  30  f more,  or  3 liv.  in  all,  but  much  fpin- 
ning improves  it  only  20 f a good  hand  will  fpin  a pound  a day,  in  common 
a woman  earns  7 to  12 j.  weavers  15  to  30 f.  generally  zof. 

Bayojine. — Spinning  flax,  10  to  nf.  a day* 

Aire . — Linen  15  to  2 $f 
Leitour. — Tannery  15  to  30 f 
Agen.-^- Hemp  weavers  15  to  22 f. 

Touraine. — Tours. — Silk  weavers,  men  30 f.  boys  zof.  women  % 1 f. 
nailors  2 $f 

Amboife. — Steel,  men  3 6f.  women  18  /! 

Isle  of  France. — Beauvais. — Tapeftry,  men  40 f boys  $f  fome  to  100 f. 
calico  printers  10  liv.  to  24  liv.  a week,  none  under  10  liv.  women  pencillerS 
zof.  a day,  pattern  drawers  to  ^olouis  a year,  feveral  at  100,  woollens  20 
to  30 f.  - ' 

Picardie, — St.  Gobin. — Glafs,  men  20  to  40  f 
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St.  Quintin. — Linen,  cambric  men  20 f.  fpinners  !$/•  and  even  to  20 /• 

Cam  bray. — Gauzes,  cleres,  &c.  20 f.  in  general,  fome  30,  and  a very  few 
to  40/ 

Valenciennes.' — Lace-makers  20  to  30 f.  for  the  fineft. 

Lille . — Woollen  fluffs  20  to  3 ef.  many  to  40 f. 

St.  Omers. — Stockings  2.2./.  fpinning  wool,  women  9 f. 

Aire . — Spinning  wool  9 f.  to  10 f. 

Arafs. — Laces,  women  earn  12  to  15  f.  a day,  dockings  24 f.  to  30 f. 

Beauval. — Weavers  of  linen  30/!  fpinners  31b.  at  4^  per  day,  or  i2jf  if 
good  hands. 

Aumale. — Weavers  22/.  women  fpinners  7 f 

Rouen. — Weavers  30 f by  the  piece,  that  is  24  to  40 f.  fpinners  8 to  1 2f. 

Tvetot. — The  poor  here,  and  the  fame  at  Rouen,  buy  their  cotton,  fpin  it, 
and  then  fell  the  yarn  5 at  prefent  they  give  4HV.  $f.  per  lb.  for  the  cotton, 
and  when  fpun  fell  it  at  5 liv.  10 f.  to  5 liv.  15 f and  6 liv.  and  earn  in  general 
about  12 f.  a day;  children  begin  at  fix  or  feven  years  old..  Very  little  wool  fpun, 
as  the  whole  country  is  employed  on  cotton. 

Havre. — The  country  people  can  buy  their  cotton  at  300  liv.  the  quintal, 
which  is  to  the  quintal  of  Paris  as  108  is  to  ioq  ; at  Rouen  it  is  106  ; they 
have  40/  a lb.  for  fpinning  it,  and  a woman  earns  1 6 f.  a day.  I was  here 
allured,  that  none  of  the  cotton  mills  of  France  were  on  a great  eflablifhment, 
as.Lfhould  find  when  I viewed  them^  much  talked  of  only  at  a difiance.. 

Font  a de  Mer. — In  the  tannery  and  curriery  here  the  men  earn  from  24  f. 
to  4 liv.  a day. 

Caen. — Silk  lace,  15  f.  women,,  fomefo  high  as  30. 

Bayeux. — Lace  of  filk  and  thread,  women  earn  in  common  10  to  12 f but 
fome  20  to  24./. 

Cherbourg. — Blown  plate  glafs,  blowers-  40  to  50 yi  loweft  workmen  24 f. 

Bretagne. — Rennes. — Sundries,  2 $f  a day.. 

St ..Brieux . — Spinning  wool  8 /!  to  20 f.  per  lb. 

St.  §>uin tin,  Londeac,  &c.— Linen,  weavers  9 f.  an  auln,  and  do  four  in  a 
day  of  common  work,  30  to  36  f.  common  wages,  fpinners  ig  to  20 f.  but  the 
latter  very  uncommon. 

Ponton. — Many  fpinners  do  not  earn  more  than  a day,  ro  hours. 

Mcrlaix ,■ — For  fpinning  12 f.  a lb.  and  do  it  in  three  days,  beiides  family 
bufinefs. 

Anjou. — Weavers  8 f.  per  auln,  and  do  three  or  four  a day.- 

Angers . — Weavers  30  to  3 5J'.  fpinners  5 to  8 f more  by  wool  than  by.  cotton 
or  fax,  1.  lb.  of  fax  in  a day  for  6J] ; 1 lb,  of  fine  cotton,  three  days  to  a week, 
and  for  30 jC 
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Maine.— -Guefceland.— Spinning  hemp,  do  half  a pound  at  10 f.  the  lb. 
but  a very  good  fpinner  will  do  a pound. 

Normandie. — Allen^on. — 8 f.  a day  by  fpinninghemp,  and  10,  and  even 
to  12  and  1 5,  but  this  is  only  for  the  finefl  of  56 f the  auln. 

Gace. — Spinning  flax  9 f.  a day,  which  is  rather  more  than  they  gain  by 
hemp. 

Elbceuf. — Spinning  wool  5!  to  1 1 f weavers  30  to  359C 

Darnetal. — Spinning  wool  8 to  12/2.  man  carding  20  to  28/i  weaving  24 

10  s0/ 

L'ouviers. — Spinning,  wool  1 2 f.  weavers  24  to  3 $Jl  and  the  highefl;  wages 
earned  48  f. 

La  Roche  Guy  on. — Spinning  cotton,,  good  ones  earn  12  and  1 yf.  Spinning 
hemp  10  to  12/  the  lb.  and  one  lb.  in  two  days. 

Champagne-. — Rheims.— -For  carding  and  fpinning,  are  paid  by  the  chain 
and  gain  6 f.  a day,  at  prefent  1 2/I  when  the  fabric  was  flourilhing,  a weaver, 
that  is  a good  hand,  20  to  2 a day  by  the  piece,  but  he  has  to  pay  a child, 
if  he  has  none  of  his  own,  3 or  4/.  out  of  it. 

Bourgogne. — Mont  Cents.-. — Forge  men  30  to 

Auvergne. — Clermont. — In  the  mountains. 

Yell  ay. — Le  Puy. — Making  lace,  earn  4 to  8yi  a day. 

Vivarais.— -'Pradelles. — Ditto,  7 or  8 f.  and  fome  up  to  20 yC 

Earnings.- 

Average  earnings  of  all  the  fabrics,  of  the  men  2 6JI- — Of  the  women  1 §f. — Of 
fpinners,  9 f. — Thefe  earnings  are,  wdthout  any  doubt,  much  under  thofe  of  flmi- 
lar  manufactures  in  England 5 wdiere  I fhould  apprehend  the  men  earn,  upon 
an  average  2od.  a-day  or  40 f ; the  women  pd.  or  1 8 f.  and  fpinners  X have  (hewn 
(Annals  of  Agriculture,  vol.  ix.)  to  earn  6 id.  or  i2| f. — Thevafl:  luperiority  of 
Englifh  manufactures,  taken  in  the  grofs,  to  thofe  of  France,  united  with  this 
higher  price  of  labour,  is  a fubjeCt  of  great  political  curiofity  and  importance  ^ 
for  it  fhews  clearly,  that  iris  not  the  nominal  cheapnefs  of  labour  that  favours 
manufactures,  which  ftourifh  molt  where  labour  is  nominally  the  dearelt — per- 
haps they  flourifli  on  this  account,  lince  labour  is  generally  in  reality  the 
cheapefl,  where  it  is  nominally  the  dearefl:  ; the  quality  of  the  work,  the  fkili  and. 
dexterity  of  performance,  come  largely  into  the  account;  and  thefe  mufl,  on  an. 
average,  depend  very  much  on  the  ftate  of  eale  in  which  the  workman  lives-.  If 
he  be  well  nourished  and  cloathed,  and  his  conflitution  kept  in. a ftate  of  vigour 
and  activity,  he  will  perform  his  wmrk  incomparably  better  than  a man  whofe 
peverty  allow7 s but  a fcanty  nourishment.  There  is  doubtlefs  great  luxury 
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amongft  the  manufacturing  poor  in  England ; there  is  little  amongft  thole  of 
France;  this  apparent  evil  has  grown  fo  regularly  with  the  profperity  of  E-nglifh 
fabrics,  that  I am  not  too  ready  to  confider  it  fo  great  an  evil,  as  to  demand 
any  laws  or  regulations  to  rep  refs  it,  which  have  been  injudicioufly  called  for  by 
fome  writers;  inconveniencies,  indeed,  may  flow  from  it,  but  they  are  fo  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  fources  of  profperity,  that  to  touch  them  might  be 
dangerous  : the  hidden  benefit  is  concealed  fometimes  beneath  the  apparent 
evil ; and  by  remedying  the  inconvenience,  the  advantage  might  be  loft-  It  is 
thus  fometimes  in  the  natural  body,  and  I believe  often  in  the  political. 

It  is  a remarkable  circumftance  in  the  agriculture,  or  rather  in  the  domefcic 
oeconomy  cf  France,  that  the  culture  of  hemp  or  flax,  for  home  ufes,  pervades 
every  part  of  the  kingdom.  It  is  a curious  queftion  how  far  this  is  beneficial  or 
not  to  the  general  interefts  of  the  national  profperity.  On  the  one  hand,  in 
favour  of  this  fyftem  it  may  he  urged,  that  national  profperity  being  nothing 
more  than  the  united  profperity  of  tingle  families,  if  any  fuch  article  of  oeconomy 
be  advantageous  to  individuals,  it  muft  be  fo  to  the  nation  at  large;  that  it  can- 
not fail  of  being  beneficial  to  a pool*  man’s  family  to  have  the  women  and  chil- 
dren induftrioufly  employed  on  clothing  the  whole,  rather  than  forced  to  buy 
fuch  articles  at  an  expence  of  money  which  they  may  not  be  able  to  procure.—* 
By  means  of  indu-ftry,  thus  exerted,  a poor  family  is  rendered  as  independent  as 
its  fituation  admits.  All  of  them  are  likewife  warmer,  and  more  comfortably 
cloathed,  as  far  as  linen  is  concerned,  than  if  it  were  bought;  for  whatever  de- 
mands money  will  be  confumed  with  much  more  caution  than  if  the  refult 
merely  of  labour.  Thefe  arguments  are  unanfwerable ; yet  there  are  others,  on 
tine  contrary,  that  alfo  delerve  attention.  If  it  be  true,  that  national  profperity 
depends  on  individuals,  and  that  whatever  carries  comfort  into  the  cottage  of  the 
poor  man,  adds  proportionably  to  the  mafs  of  national  enjoyment,  it  muft  alfo  be 
equally  admitted,  that  whatever  renders  a people  nationally  fiourifhing  and  rich, 
reflects  back  on  the  loweft  dalles  a large  fhare  of,  and  intimate  connection  in, 
fuch  wealth  and  profperity,  confequently,  if  domeftic  manufactures  of  this  fort 
be  injurious  to  the  great  mafs  of  national  interefts,  in  aftateof  combination,  they 
muft,  in  fome  meafure,  be  individually  fo  in  a ftateof  feparation.  A modern 
fociety  fiourifhes  by  the  mutual  exchange  of  the  products  of  land  for  the  manu- 
factures of  towns;  a natural  connection  of  one  with  the  other;  and  it  may  be 
remarked,  that  in  proportion  as  this  exchange  is  rapid  from  a great  confump- 
tion,  in  fuch  proportion  will  a people  generally  flourifh.  If  every  family  in  the 
country  have  a patch  of  flax  or  hemp  for  its  own  fupply  of  all  the  manufactures 
founded  on  thofe  materials,  this  beneficial  intercourle  of  the  country  with  the 
town,  is  fo  far  cutoff,  and  no  circulation  takes  place.  If  the  practice  be  good  in 
fax,  it  is  good  in  wool ; and  every  family  fliould  have  a lufficient  number  of 
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fheep,  to  cloath  themfelves  in  woollens  ; and  if  every  little  village  have  its  little 
tanner,  the  fame  fuppohtion  may  be  extended  to  leather.  A patch  of  vines  fur- 
nifhes  the  beverage  of  the  family ; and  thus,  by  ftmple  domeftic  industry,  all 
wants  are  fupplied  ; and  a poor  family,  as  it  would  be  improperly  called,  would 
have  no  occafton  to  refort  to  market  for  any  thing  to  buy.  But  if  it  go  thither 
for  nothing  to  buy,  it  ought  to  go  thither  with  nothing  to  fell  $ this  part  of  the 
theory  is  abfolutely  neceiiary,  for  the  town  has  the  power  of  buying  only  in 
confequence  of  having  that  of  felling  5 if  the  country  buy  nothing  of  the  town* 
anuredly  the  town  can  buy  nothing  of  the  country.  Thus  it  is,  that  in  every 
combination  on  thefe  fubjedts,  a minute  diviiion  of  the  foil  into  fmall  properties 
always  attacks  the  exiftence  of  towns,  that  is  to  fay,  of  what  Sir  James  Stewart 
calls  the  free  hands  of  a fociety.  A countryman  living  on  his  own  little  property, 
with  his  family  induftrioufly  employed  in  manufacturing  for  all  their  own  wants, 
without  exchange,  connection,  or  dependence  on  any  one,  offers,  indeed,  a 
fpectacle  of  rural  comfort,  but  of  a fpecies  abfolutely  inconfiflent  with  the  prof- 
peri  ty  of  a modern  fociety  -y  and  were  France  to  conftft  of  nothing  elfe,  the  whole 
kingdom  would  become  the  prey  of  the  firft  invader.  Upon  fuch  a fjftem  all 
taxes  muff  ceafe,  and  confequently  all  public  force  be  annihilated.  The  whole 
routine  of  life  would  be  as  well  carried  on  without,  as  with  money,  and  he  who 
has  of  neceftity  land  and  commodities  only,  could  pay  no  taxes  but  in  kind ; in 
other  words,  could  pay  none  at  all.  However  plaufible,  therefore,  the  argu- 
ments may  be  in  favour  of  thefe  domeftic  manufactures,  there  are  not  wanted 
reafons  that  militate  powerfully  againft  them. 

In  a caie  of  this  kind  a reference  to  fadt  is  more  valuable  than  reafoning.  The 
poor  in  France  abound  very  much  with  thefe  fabrics,  and  are  very  miierable  ; 
the  poor  in  England  hardly  know  fuch  a thing,  and  are  very  much  at  their 
eafe;  but  in  Wales,  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  fome  of  our  counties  moft  back- 
ward in  point  of  agriculture,  the  iyftem  is  found  ; and  precifely  in  the  pooreft: 
diftridts  of  the  three  kingdoms.  It  is  with  regret  that  I feel  myfelf  obliged  to 
differ  in  opinion  fo  often,  on  political  fubjedts,-  from  a man  of  fuch  diftinguifhed 
abilities  as  the  Count  de  Mirabeau;  but  upon  this  fubjedl  he  gives  an  opinion 
deciiively  in  favour  of  thefe  mattered  domeftic  manufactures,  advancing  the  fol- 
lowing ftra nge  after t ion  <s  Les  manufactures  reumes,  les  enterprizes  de  quel- 
ques  particulars  qui  foldent  des  ouvriers  au  jour  la  journee  pour  travail ler  a leur 
compte  ne  feront  jamais  un  objet  digne  de  Fatten tion  des  gouvernemens.*”  If 
there  be  truth  in  this  idea,  the  fabrics  eftablifhed  in  towns,  in  which  a mafter 
manufacturer  employs  the  poor,  are  good  for  nothing.  Thoie  of  Lyons,  Rouen, 
Louviers,  Elbceuf,  Carcallonne  • Manchefter*  Birmingham,  Sheffield,  See.  are 
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of  no  account,  and  do  not  confer  national  prosperity.  It  would  be  wailing  the 
reader’s  time  to  refute  formally  fuch  opinions.  The  faCts  are  too  notorious,  and 
the  arguments  too  obvious,  to  dwell  upon. 

Of  the  Influence  of  Hanufadhires  on  Agriculture . 

Normandie. — 'Rouen  to  Bareniin. — A noble  foil  and  full  of  manufactures* 
but  the  molt  execrable  hulbandry  I have  yet  feen ; every  field  a bed  of  weeds 
and  couch. 

Tv etot. — A noble  track  of  land ; richer  or  deeper  loams  hardly  to  be  feen, 
but  all  miferably  culivated  > an  exception  to  the  common  cafe  in  France,  where 
fine  foils  are  ufually  well  cultivated  : the  crops  in  this  country  are  a perfeCt  con- 
trait  to  the  foil. 

Havre. — This  whole  country,  from  Rouen,  the  Pays  de  Caux,  is  a region 
more  of  manufactures  than  agriculture.  The  fabric  is  what  the  great  population 
of  this  di drift  depends  on,  their  farms  being  but  a fecondary  objeCt.  The  num- 
ber of  fmall  properties,  and  confequently  population,  is  very  great,  which  is  the 
reafon  for  the  price  and  rental  of  land  through  this  country  being  vaitly  out  of 
proportion  to  the  products.  Landlords  alfo  divide  their  farms  according  to  the 
demand,  as  the  rife  of  rent  tempts  it ; but  he  often  finds  himfelf  depending  for 
the  rent  of  his  land  on  the  profperity  of  a fabric.  The  whole  country  forms  a cu- 
rious fpeCtacle  ; a vail  fabric,  and  an  immenfe  employment,  and  population  hav- 
ing been  abfolutely  mifehievous  to  agriculture.  This  has  been  the  refult 
throughout  the  Pays  de  Caux,  the  foil  of  which  may  be  ranked  among  the  finefl 
in  France.  Had  it  been  a miferably  poor,  rocky,  or  barren  territory,  the  refuk 
would  have  keen  beneficial,  for  the  fabric  would  have  covered  fuch  a diftriCt 
with  cultivation.  But  the  farmers  of  the  Pays  de  Caux  are  not  only  manufac- 
turers, but  have  an  inclination  alfo  for  trade  j the  large  ones  engage  in  commer- 
cial fpeculations  at  Havre,  particularly  in  the  cotton  trade,  and  fome  even  in 
that  of  the  Weft  Indies.  This  is  a moft  pernicious  and  mifehievous  circum- 
ftance  ; the  improvement  of  their  cultivation  being:  never  the  obieCt  or  refultof 
their  growing  rich,  but  merely  the  engaging  more  largely  in  trade  or  manu- 
facture. If  they  get  a fhare  in  an  American  adventure,  no  matter  whether 
thiftles  and  docks  cover  their  fields. 

Bretagne — St.  Brzeux. — Meeting-  here  with  a linen  merchant,  and  fome 
other  wel  1- i nft r u Cted  perfons,  I demanded  information  concerning  the  ftate  of 
hufoandry  in  the  central  parts  of  the  province,  and  particularly  the  diftriCts  in 
which  the  great  linen  manufacture  (one  of  the  moft  confiderable  in  Europe)  is 
carried  on.  Ail  I had  feen  of  the  province  was  fuch  a wretched  and  almoft  ae- 
ferted  wafte,  that  I fuppofed  the  other  parts  much  better.  I was  informed,  that 
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the  whole  province  was  alike,  except  the  bifhoprick  of  St.  Pol.  de  Leon;  that 
where  the  linen  fabric  was  chiefly  eftablifhed,  there  hufbandry  was  moil  ne- 
glected, from  the  people  depending  on  their  linen  alone  ; that  this  ftate  of  things 
could  not  be  helped,  as  it  was  impofiible  to  attend  both  to  their  fabric  and  their 
land;  and  the  former  being  found  of  the  moft  importance,  the  latter  was  left 
quite  negledted ; and  that  the  landes  in  the  linen  parts  of  the  province  were 
enormous. 

U Orient Here,  in  conversion  concerning  the  wafles  of  Bretagne,  I was 

again  allured,  that  the  landes  were  of  very  great  extent  in  the  linen  country  of 
Pontivy,  Loudeac,  Moncontour,  and  St.  Quintin ; and  that  what  is  cultivated 
is  as  rough  as  any  I have  feen ; for  the  weavers  are  amongfl  the  very  worfl 
farmers  in  the  province. 

Auvergnac . — A perfon  intimately  acquainted  with  every  part  of  the  province, 
informed  me,  that  the  linen  fabric  in  Bretagne  is  almofl  always  found  amidfl  bad 
agriculture,  which  he  attributed  to  their  always  flowing  hemp  or  flax  on  their 
bell  lands,  and  negleCling  corn  ; but  where  corn  is  found,  as  about  this  place, 
they  depend  on  it,  and  are  not  equally  folicitous  for  hemp  and  flax. 

Elbceuf  to  Rouen. — A defert. 

M.  l’Abbe  Raynal  remitted  1200  liv.  to  the  Royal  Society  of  Agriculture,  at 
Paris,  to  be  given  as  a prize  on  the  fubjeCt  of  the  following  quefkion,  Une  agricul- 
ture florifante  injlue -telle plus fur  la  profperite  des  ??ianufa£hires,  qus  l a ’ ccroifjement 
des  manufactures  fur  la  profperite , de  f agriculture  ? How  the  writers,  who  con- 
tend for  the  prize,  will  decide  the  queflion,  I {hall  not  inquire ; but  the  faCts, 
which  I have  here  noted,  feem  to  weigh  materially  towards  enabling  us  to  exa- 
mine it.  I take  France  to  have  poflefled,  from  1650  to  1750,  the  moil  flourifh- 
ing  manufactures  in  Europe : they  were  fo  confiderable,  and  feme  of  them  re- 
main yet  fo  important,  as  to  enable  us  to  appeal  merely  to  faCts  for  an  anfwer  to 
fuc-h  a queflion,  fofar  as  the  example  of  that  kingdom  is  concerned.  That  cen- 
tury of  profperous  fabrics,  what  did  it  effeCt  for  agriculture  ? I .may  very  fecureiy 
reply,  nothing.  Whatever  accounts  I received  of  the  comparifon  between  the 
former  and  the  prefent  Rate  of  their  cultivation,  were  in  favour  of  the  latter;* 
yet,  fuppofing  it  as  good  in  1750  as  at  prefent,  I hefltate  not  to  aflert,  that  if 
Rich  immenfe  fabrics,  encouraged  almofl  exclufively  for  a century,  could 
create  no  better  hufbandry  than  I met  with  in  France,  we  may  very  fafely  con- 
clude, that  manufactures  may  flourifh  greatly,  without  {heckling  much  influence 
in  favour  of  agriculture.  Such  is  the  conclufion  which  forces  itfelf  upon  one 
from  the  general  view  of  the  kingdom  ; but  let  us  examine  it  more  in  detail. — - 
The  greatefl  fabrics  in  France  are  the  cottons  and  woollens  of  Normandie,  the 
woollens  of  Picardy  and  Champagne,  the  linens  of  Bretagne,  and  the  filks  and 
hardware  of  the  Lyonois.  Now,  if  manufactures  be  the  true  encouragement 
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of  agriculture,  the  vicinity  of  thofe  great  fabrics  ought  to  be  the  beft  cultivated 
diflricts  in  the  kingdom.  I have  vifited  all  thofe  manufactures,  and  remarked 
the  attendant  culture,  which  is  unexceptionably  fo  execrable,  that  one  would  be 
much  more  inclined  to  think  there  was  fomething  peftiferous  to  agriculture  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  a manufacture,  than  to  look  up  to  it  as  a mean  of  encou- 
ragement. Confidering  the  fertility  of  the  foil,  which  is  great,  Picardy  and  Nor- 
mandie are  among  the  world  cultivated  countries  I have  feen.  The  immenfe 
fabrics  of  Abbeville  and  Amiens  have  not  caufed  the  inclofure  of  a fingle  field, 
or  the  baniihment  of  fallows  from  a fingle  acre.  Go  from  Elbceuf  to  Rouen,  if 
you  would  view  a delert : and  the  Pays  de  Caux,  pofieffing  one  of  the  richeft 
foils  in  the  world,  with  manufactures  in  every  hut  and  cottage,  p refen ts  one  con- 
tinued fcene  of  weeds,  filth,  and  beggary  ; a foil  fo  villainoufly  managed,  that 
if  it  were  not  naturally  of  an  inexhauflible  fertility,  it  would  long  ago  have 
been  utterly  ruined.  The  agriculture  of  Champagne  is  miferable,  even  to  a 
proverb  ; I faw  there  great  and  flourifhing  manufactures,  and  cultivation  in 
ruins  around  them.  Let  us  pafs  into  Bretagne,  which  affords  but  one  fpedtacle, 
that  of  a dreary,  defolate  wafte ; dark  as  lin g—fombre  as  broom  can  make  it. — 
You  find  yourfelf  in  the  midfi:  of  one  of  the  greateft  linen  manufactures  in 
Europe,  and,  throwing  your  eye  around  the  country,  can  Ycarcely  believe  the 
inhabitants  are  fed  bv  agriculture ; if  they  fubfifled  by  the  chafe  of  wild  animals, 
their  country  might  be  as  well  cultivated.  From  hence  crofs  the  kingdom  to 
Lyons  ; all  the  world  knows  the  immenfe  fabrics  found  there ; and  thofe  of  St. 
Etienne  among  the  moft  flourifhing  in  the  kingdom  : De  toutes  Ies  provinces  de 
France,  fays  M.  Roland  de  la  Platiere,  le  Lyonois  eft  le  plus  miferable  * . What 
I faw  of  it  gave  me  little  reafon  to  queftion  the  affertion.  The  remark  of  another 
French  writer  makes  the  experiment  double : Li  Artois  eft  un  de  provinces  les plus 

riches  du  royaume . C’eft  un  verite  in  c out  eft  able- eile  ne  poftede  point  de  manu- 

f adheres  \ . I will  not  prefume  to  affert,  that  the  agriculture  of  certain  diftriCts  is 
bad,  becaufe  they  abound  with  manufactures,  though  I believe  it  to  be  very 
much  the  cafe  in  the  Pays  de  Caux ; I merely  Rate  the  facts,  which  I clearly 
know,  becaufe  they  came  within  my  own  eye ; the  fabrics  are  the  greateft  in  the 
kingdom,  and  certainly  the  agriculture  is  amongft  the  worft.  In  my  tour  through 
Ireland,  the  journal  of  which  is  before  the  public,  I examined,  with  attention, 
the  vafl  linen  manufacture  which  fpreads  all  over  the  north  of  that  kingdom.  I 
there  Jbund  the  fame  ipeCtaele  that  Bretagne  offers ; hufbandry  fo  miferably, 
fo  contemptibly  had,  that  I have  fhewn,  by  calculation,  the  whole  province 
converted  into  a meep-walk,  and  feeding  but  two  fheep  per  acre,  would  yield,  in 

* Journal  Phyftque,  tom.  xxxvi.  p.  342. 

+ Memoir  e fur  cette  quejhon.  Eft-;  l utile  en  Artois  du  diviftr  Ies fennes,  tar  M.  Del  eg  argue*  1 786.  p»  23. 
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wool  only,  a greater  value  than  the  whole  amount  of  the  linen  fabric  * 4 a cir- 
cumdance  I attribute  entirely  to  the  manufacture  fpreading  into  the  country,  in~ 
ifeadof  being  confined  to  towns.  Wherever  the  linen  manufacture  fpreads  there 
tillage  is  very  bad,  faid  that  attentive  obferver  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  Border -fa — 
The  Earl  of  Tyrone  has  an  edate,  in  the  county  of  Derry,  amidd  manufactures, 
and  another  in  that  of  Waterford,  where  there  are  none  ; and  he  affured  me,  that 
if  the  Derry  land  were  in  Waterford,  or  abfolutely  freed  from  fabrics,  he  fliould 
clear  full  one-third  more  money  from  it  J. — If  we  pafs  into  England,  we  fhail 
find  fomething  limilar,  though  not  in  an  equal  degree ; the  manufacturing  parts  of 
the  kingdom  being  among  the  word  cultivated.  You  muff  not  go  for  agricul- 
ture to  Yorkshire,  Lancashire,  Warwickshire,  or  Gloucestershire,  which  are 
full  of  fabrics,  but  to  Kent,  where  there  is  not  the  trace  of  a fabric  3 to  Berk- 
Shire,  Hertfordshire,  and  Suffolk,  where  there  are  fearcely  any  ; Norwich  is  an 
exception,  being  the  only  great  manufacture  in  the  kingdom  in  a thoroughly 
well  cultivated  diftriCt,  which  muft  very  much  be  attributed  to  the  fabric  being 
kept  remarkably  within  the  city,  and  fpreading  (fpinning  excepted)  not  much 
into  the  country:  a circumftance  that  deferves  attention,  as  it  confirms  Strongly 
the  preceding  observations . But  the  two  counties  of  Kent  and  Lancafter  are  ex- 
prefsly  to  the  purpofe,  becaufe  they  form  a double  experiment ; Lancafter  is  the 
molt  manufacturing  province  in  England,  and  amongft  the  word  cultivated  : 
Kent  has  not  the  Shadow"  of  a manufacture,  and  is  perhaps  the  bed  cultivated. 
Italy  will  furniih  indances,  more  to  the  purpofe,  than  any  yet  cited.  The 
riched  and  mod  flourishing  countries  in  Europe,  in  proportion  to  theirextent, 
are  probably  Piedmont,  and  the  Miianefe.  All  the  Signs  of  prosperity  are  there 
met  with ; populoufnefs  well  employed  and  well  Supported ; a great  export 
without ; a thriving  confumption  within  ; magnificent  roads  j numerous  and 
wealthy  towns  ; circulation  aCtive ; intered  of  money  low  3 and  the  price  of 
labour  high.  In  a word,  you  can  name  no  circumftance  that  fhail  prove  Man- 
cheder,  Birmingham,  Rouen,  and  Lyons  to  be  in  a prosperous  date,  that  is 
found  diffufed  throughout  the  whole  of  thefe  countries  ; to  what  is  all  this  pros- 
perity to  be  aferibed  ? certainly  not  to  manufactures,  becaufe  they  poflefs  hardly 
the  trace  of  a fabric : there  are  a few  of  no  consideration  at  Milan  ; and  there  are 
in  Piedmont  the  dlk  mills,  to  give  the  firft  hand  to  that  product ; but  on  the 
whole  to  an  amount  fo  very  trifling,  that  both  countries  mud  be  considered  as 
without  fabrics.  They  are  equally  without  commerce,  being  excluded  from  the 
fea ; and  though  there  is  a navigable  river  that  pafles  through  both  thefe  terri- 
tories, yet  no  ufe  is  made  of  it,  for  there  are  five  Sovereigns  between  Piedmont 
and  its  mouth,  all  of  whom  lay  duties  on  the  tranfit  of  every  fort  of  merchan- 
dize. As  thefe  two  countries  do  not  owe  their  riches  to  manufactures  or  com- 
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merce,  fo  undoubtedly  they  are  not  indebted  for  them  to  any  peculiar  felicity  in 
their  governments  ; both  are  defpotifms  ; and  the  defpot  * of  Milan  makes  that 
country  a bead:  of  burthen  to  Germany ; the  revenues  are  remitted  to  Vienna  y 
and  the  cloaths,  even  for  the  troops  paid  by  Milan,  come  from  Germany.  The 
origin  and  the  fupport  of  all  the  wealth  of  thefe  countries,  are  to  be  found  in 
Agriculture  alone,  which  is  carried  to  fuch  perfection  as  to  prove,  thatk 
is  equal  to  the  foie  fupport  of  a modern  and  mod:  flourishing  fociety  : to  keep 
that  fociety  in  a irate  of  great  wealth  y and  to  enable  the  governments  to  be,  in 
proportion  to  their  extent,  doubly  more  powerful  than  either  France  or  England. 
Piedmont  fupports  a regal  court,  and  pays  30,000  men.  The  fame  extent  of 
country,  or  number  of  people,  does  not  effect  the  half  of  this  in  any  other  dominion 
of  Europe.  But  are  thefe  territories  really  without  manufactures  ? no : nor  is  any 
country  in  the  world ; it  is  not  poflible  to  find  a people  totally  exempt  from  them. 
The  prefent  inquiry  demands  no  fuch  exemption : it  is  only  neceflary  to  Shew,  that 
the  manufactures  found  in  the  Milanefe  and  in  Piedmont  are  fuch  as  arife  abso- 
lutely in  confequence  of  agriculture  y that  it  is  agriculture  which  fupports  and 
nourishes  them ; and  that,  on  the  contrary,  thefe  manufactures  are  fo  far  from 
doing  any  thing  politically  for  agriculture,  that  they  occafion  the  expofing  of 
it  to  restrictions  and  monopolies  y for  the  government  in  thefe  countries  have 
been  bitten  by  the  Same  madnefs  of  commerce  that  has  infeSted  other  kingdoms; 
and  have  attempted,  by  fuch  means,  to  raiie  thefe  trifling  fabrics  into  foreign 
export.  Happily  they  have  never  been  able  to  do  it ; for  there  is  reafon  to 
imagine,  that  fuccefs  would  have  fuggeded  other  restrictions  unfavourable  to  the 
great  foundation  of  all  their  prosperity.  Thus  the  instances  produced  are  ex- 
prefs  to  the  purpofe,  as  they  exhibit  two  opulent  ffates.  Supported  by  agricul- 
ture alone,  and  poffeffing  no  other  manufactures  or  commerce,  than  what  every 
country  muSt  poffefs  that  enjoys  a flourishing  cultivation ; for  it  is  not  to  be 
expeCted  that  fuch  great  tefults  are  to  be  found  attending  common  exertions 
only.  On  the  contrary,  thofe  that  have  converted  part  of  thefe  noble  territo- 
ries into  a garden,  have  been  great  and  exemplary.  The  canals,  for  mere  ir- 
rigation, are  greater  works  than  many  in  England  for  the  purpofes  of  naviga- 
tion ; and  the  infinite  attention  that  is  given  to  the  perpetual  deviation  of  the  wa- 
ters, is  a SpeClacle  of  equal  merit  and  curioiity.  Hence  the  following  faffs 
cannot  be  controverted  : 

I.  That  the  agriculture  of  France,  after  a century  of  exclusive  and  fuccefsful 
attention  to  manufactures,  was  in  a wretched  State. 

* The  expreffion  has  nothing  too  harfh,  when  applied  to  the  late  Emperor,  in  whole  reign  I vifited 
the  Milanefe  : it  is  not  applicable  to  the  wife  and  benignant  Leopold,  who  has  given  ample  grounds 
to  induce  a belief,  that  he  will  prove-a  blelling  to  every  country  that  is  happy  enough  to  be  governed 
-by  hira. 
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II.  That  the  manufacturing  difiriCts  in  France  and  England  are  the  word: 
cultivated. 

III.  That  the  heft  cultivation  in  England,  and  fome  of  the  bed:  in  France, 
mult  be  looked  for  where  no  manufactures  are  to  be  found. 

IV.  That  when  the  fabrics  fpread  into  all  the  cottages  of  a country,  as  in 
France  and  Ireland,  Rich  a circumftance  is  abfolutely  deftruCtive  of  agriculture: 
fpinning  only  excepted,  which  is  almoft  univerfal  in  every  country. 

V.  That  agriculture  alone,  when  thoroughly  improved,  is  equal  to  the  eRa- 
bliihment  and  fupport  of  great  national  wealth,  power,  and  felicity. 

And  from  thefe  faCts,  the  following  corollaries  are  clearly  deducible : 

I.  That  the  bed:  method  of  improving  agriculture  is  not  by  eRabliRiing  ma- 
nufactures and  commerce,  becaufe  they  may  be  ediablidied  in  great  extent  and 
perfection,  and  yet  agriculture  may  remain  in  a miferable  Rate. 

II.  That  the  ediabliihment  of  a flouriffiing  agriculture  inevitably  occafions  the 
pofieffion  of  fuch  manufactures  and  commerce  as  are  equal  to  the  fupport  of 
numerous  and  flourishing  towns ; and  to  whatever  is  neceflary  to  form  a great 
and  potent  fociety.  The  leflbn  to  governments  is  deducible  in  few  words : firR, 
fecure  profperity  to  agriculture,  by  equal  taxation  and  by  abfolute  liberty  of 
cultivation  and  fale  § . Secondly,  do  no  more  to  encourage  manufactures  and 
commerce  than  by  letting  them  alone,  a policy  excluflve  of  every  idea  of  mono- 
poly. We  may  lafely  affirm,  and  our  aflertions  are  founded  on  unqueRionable 
facts,  that  any  country  will  attain  the  utmoR  profperity  of  which  its  government 
is  capable  that  Readily  purfues  this  conduct. 


C H A P.  XX. 

Of  the  Taxation  of  Finance* 

/TTVHE  difficulty  of  underRanding  the  details  of  the  finances  of  France,  induced 
A me  to  attempt  difentangling  their  confufion,  by  reducing  them  to  fuch 
heads  as  are  common  in  our  own  revenue.  The  particulars  indeed  are  too  long 
to  infert,  but  the  fubjeCt  of  taxation  is  of  too  much  importance  to  be  pafied 

over  abfolutely  in  iilence. 

* There  is  no  equality  but  in  thofe  on  confumption,  and  tythes  alio  incompatible, 
t Liberty  of  cultivation  implies  an  unlimited  power  of  inclofure  : the  privilege  of  cultivating  any 
plant  the  farmer  pieafes„,  without  lhackle  or  reftraint.  % An  unbounded  freedom  of  export. 
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Taxes  on  hand  under  the  old  Government . 


Vingtiemes, 

Table, 

Local  impofitions. 

Capitation, 

Decimes, 

Sundries, 


French  Money. 

5 5,565,264  liv. 

81.000. 000 

1,800,000 

22.000. 000 

10,600,000 

600,000 


171,565,264 


English  Money. 

£•  3°>98° 

3j543>75° 

78,750 
96  2,500 

4^3,75° 

26,250 


7,505,980 


is 


The  calculation  of  the  committee  of  imposition 
this. 


in  the  National  Affembly, 


Yingtiemes, 

Decimes, 

Other  impofitions, 

Taifc, 

Capitation, 

Tythes, 

Half  the  gabelle , 

Half  the  excife  on  leather. 


55A65>'26  4 Hr. 

10.000. 000 
23,844,016 
73,816,179 

6d33>274 

I 10,000,000 

30.000. 000 
4,500,000 


3 1 4,05 9/7  24  Or,  £ . 1 3,7 40, 1 1 2 flerling* 


It  is  jfufBciently  evident  that  this  is  an  inflamed  account  in  feveral  articles,  as 
the  committee  had  fome  defign  in  view.  Upon  the  principles  of  the  cecono- 
miftes,  they  propofed  a land-tax  of  three  hundred  millions  for  the  fervice  of  the 
year  1791  ; and  that  proportion  was  made  under  the  aiTertion  that  the  nation 
paid  a preater  land-tax  under  the  old  government.  The  reafoning,  however, 
is  erroneous  ; and  to  diredl  110,000,000,  the  amount  of  tythes  (which  the  Af- 
iembly  had  exprefsly  abolifhed  without  condition),  to  be  made  good  by  a land- 
tax,  is  an  opprefiion  for  no  better  reafon  than  its  having exiffed  before:  to  bring 
fait  and  leather  into  the  account  is  another  exaggeration  •,  why  not  include  the 
duties  on  wine,  by  parity  of  reafoning  ? A farmer  who  has  no  vineyard  of  his 
own  mu  ft  buy  it,  and  he  cannot  buy  without  paying  aides ; but  are  thofe  taxes 
therefore  to  be  reckoned  ? Certainly  not;  nor  any  others  on  confumption,  which 
are  clearly  in  a different  clafs,  and  not  to  be  included  in  fuch  a detail. 


Report  di i Comiie  de  V impojition*  Pieces  Juft.  No.  1 > 


Taxes 


taxation 


575 


Taxes  on  Consumption* 


Salt, 

French  Money. 
58,560,000  liy. 

E n gli  fn  M 0 n ey . 
£.2,562,000 

Wine  and  brandy.  See, 

56,250,181 

2*460,444 

Tobacco, 

27,000,000 

I,l8  1,205 

Leather, 

5,850,008 

25, 5937 

Paper  and  cards, 

1,081,509 

47.315 

Starch  and  powder. 

758,049 

33^6  4 

Iron, 

980,000 

42,875 

Oil, 

763,000 

33.38i 

Glafs, 

150,000 

6,562 

' Soap, 

838,971 

36,704 

Linen  and  fluffs. 

150,000 

6,562 

Octrois,  Entrees,  &c. 

- 57,56i,552 

2,518,31  7 

Cattle, 

630,000 

27,562 

Cuftoms, 

23,440,000 

1,025,500 

Tolls, 

5,000,000 

218,750 

Stamps, 

- 20,244,473 

885,695 

Local  duties. 

1,133,162 

49.575 

It  merits  the  reader’s  attention. 

260,390,905 
that  of  this  long  lift  nc 

H.39M48 

) thing  is  retained  under 

the  new  government  but  the  cuftoms  and  ftamps. 

General  Revenue. 


Taxes  on  land, 

Domaines, 

Conlumption, 

Perfonal, 

Monopolies, 

Sundries,  including  the  Pays  d’Etat 
Taxes  not  received  on  account  of 
government. 


French  Money 

EnglHh  Money* 

171.565. 264l*iV. 

£.7,505,980 

9,900,000 

433T25 

260,390,905 

1 L39i,548 

44,240,000 

i,935>5°° 

28,513.774 

1,247,496 

12,580,000 

55°,375 

95,900,000 

4.1 95,625 

* 

622,999,943 

22,1 84,649 

57,665,000 

2,522,843 

680,664,943 

24,707,4^2 

Collection, 

Total, 

Such  was  the  revenue,  at  the  entire  command  of  Louis  XVL  And  fuch 
were  the  confequences  of  the  funding  fyflem,  that  it  had  power  to  ftrike  a 
palfy  into  the  receipt  of  fo  enormous  an  income,  even  in  the  hands  of  the  mailer 
of  250,000  bayonets,  and  twenty-five  millions  of  iubje&s.  Sovereigns  ought  to 
contemplate  thefe  effects  of  that  Public  Credit,  upon  which  the  banking, 

money- 
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money-changing,  and  fiock-broking  writers,  with  Necker  at  their  head,  have 
delivered  fiich  panegyrics  ! A fyftzem  that  never  entered  a country,  but  to  deifroy 
or  to  annihilate  profperity  : it  has  fpread  ruin  or  dehi  iiy  in  Spain,  Holland, 
Genoa,  Venice,  and  France  : it  threatens  fpeedily  the  extinction  of  the  power, 
and  the  overthrow  of  the  conititution  of  England  : it  has  weakened  and  almoft 
deftroyed  Europe,  except  one  country,  faved  by  the  fplendid  talents  of  a Angle 
iovereign.  It  is  impoffible  to  contemplate  fuch  a revenue  and  population, 
united  with  variety  of  natural  advantages  pofieffed  by  France,  without  bleffing 
the  goodnefs  of  providence,  that  a prince  like  Frederic  II,  did  not  fill  the  throne 
of  Louis  XV.  Such  a penetrating  mind  would  have  feen,  in  perfpedtive,  the 
mifchiefs  of  public  credit  in  France,  as  clearly  as  he  did  in  Prufiia  ; he  would 
have  firangled  the  monfter  for  ever,  and  -would  have  thereby  eftablifhed  a 
power  irrefiftible  by  all  his  neighbours  ; and  the  nations  of  Europe  would  have 
lain  in  ruins  around  him. 


Changes  in  the  'Revenue , occafioned  by  the  Revolution . 

The  general  fiatement,  by  the  firfi  minifter  of  the  finances,  from  the  firft 
May,  1789,  to  April  30,  1790,  compared  with  the  receipt  for  1788,  will  give  the 
defalcation  that  has  taken  place,  and  the  additions  that  are  carried  to  account. 

1789.  179°- 

1.  Fermes  generales,  - 150, 107,000  liv.  126,895,086  liv. 

2.  Regie  generale  des  aides,  - 50,220,000 

3.  Regie  des  domaines,  - 50,000,000  49>6 44,573 

4.  Ferme  des  pokes,  - 12,000,000  10,958,754 

5.  Ferme  des  mefTageries,  - 1,100,000  661,162 

6.  Ferme  de  Sceau  & PoiiTy,  - 630,000  780,000 

7.  Ferme  des  affin ages,  - 120,000  * 

8.  Abonnement  de  la  Flandre  - 823,000  822,219 

9.  Loterie,  - - 14,000,000  12,710,855 

10.  Revenus  cafuels,  - 3,00 0,000  t>l57'Ay7 

11.  Marc  d’or,  - - 1,500,000  760,889 

12.  Saltpetre,  - - 8,00,000  T'3>t^4 

13.  Recette  generale,  iS~h°3S^9° 

14.  Pays  d’Etats,  - 24,556,000  * 5" 

15.  Capitations  & vintiemes  abonnees  575,000  '6~6  2<39 

16.  Impofitions  aux  fortifications,  - 575?°°°  g.^201 

17.  Benefice  des  monnoies,  - 500,000  0T41S 

18.  Droits  attribues  a la  caiffe  du  commerce,  636,355  -7 

E? 1 ' t 4U  1 > ‘ 


Recette  generale,  r 157,035,890 

Pays  d’Etats,  - - 24,556,000 

Capitations  & vintiemes  abonnees  575,000 
Impofitions  aux  fortifications,  - 575?°°° 

Benefice  des  monnoies,  - 500,000 

Droits  attribues  a lacaifle  du  commerce,  636,355 


,000 


9.  Forges  royales, 

0.  Interets,  l’Amerique, 

1.  Debets  des  comptables. 

Carried  forward 


80,000 
1, 600,000 


469,858,2^  5 


I 2,291,860 
1 292,996,127  . 

J 22.  Parties 
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Brought  forward,  - 469,858,245^7. 

22.  Parties  non  reclamees  a l’hotel  de  Ville,  

23.  Petits  recouvremens,  - — - — 

24.  Quinze  vingt,  - - 180,000 


25.  Plate  carried  to  the  mint, 

26.  Dons  patriotiques, 

27.  Contribution  patriot! que*. 


460,038,245 


i79' 


■292,996,1 27  liv. 
240,262 


257,000 

293A93>3$9 

1:4,256,040 

361,587 

9,721,085 

317,832,101 


The  vaft  defalcation  is,  therefore,  176,544,856117,  (7/723,837!.)  the  fum  which 
1790  falls  fhort  of  1789. 

1791. — The  Committee  of  Imports  have  calculated  the  fums  wanted  for  the 
year  1791,  and  they  propofed  to  raife  them  in  the  following  manner  t » 

Land-tax  (contribution  fonciere),  - 287,000,000  liv. 

Tax  on  perfonal  property  ( contribution  mobiliare 60,000,000 


Stamps  ( droit  d’enregifirement ) , 

Other  ftamps,  - 
Patents  (ftamps). 

Lotteries,  - 
Cuftoms,  - 

Powder,  faltpetre,  marc  d’or,  and  afiinages. 
Mortgages,  - 
Pofts  and  ftage-coaches,  - 

Contribution  patriotique, 

D omaines,  — 

Salt  works,  ■ 

Intereft  from  Americans,  &c.  


Sale  of  fait  and  tobacco  in  the  warehoufes  of  the 
farmers  general,  


50,246,478 

20,764,800 

20.182.000 
10,000,000' 

20.700.000 
1,000,000 
5,375,000 

I 2,000,000 
34^562,000 
15,000,000 

3.000. 000 

4.000. 000 

29,169,462 


573,000,000  Or,  -£.25,068,7 5# 

It  appears,  by  the  Memoires prefentes  a T AJfemblee  Nationals  au  nom  du  Com.  des 
Finances , par  M.  de  JS/Lontefqniou , September  9,  1791.  410.  that  the  revenue 
in  1790  produced  only  25 3,091,000 liv.  which  was  made  up  by  anticipations  and 
affignats. 

* It  deferves  attention,  that  this  contribution  patriotique  is  mentioned  as  a refource  of  35,ooo,00cliv. 
for  the  year  1791,  by  the  committee  of  impofition.  Rapport  6 Decembre , 1790,  fur  les  moyens  de 

pouvoir  aux  clepcnfes  pour  1791,  p.  5. 

f Rapport  fait  ie  6 Decembre^  1790.  8vo.  p.  6.  Rapport  fait  le  19  February  ^ 1791 . 8vo.  p.  7. 
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Interest  of  Debts. 

The  extreme  variation  of  fiatement  that  thefe  exhibit,  may  prove  to  us 
how  exceedingly  difficult  it  is  to  gain  any  clear  and  precife  idea  of  French 
finances,  for  thefe  eftimations  of  filtered:  do  not  proceed  from  equal  variations 
in  fadi,  but  more  from  the  modes  in  which  accounts  are  drawn  up  j anti- 
cipations vary  confiderably,  and  rembourfemens  are  fometimes  paid  and  fome- 
times  not.  It  will  however  be  proper  to  enquire  into  the  amount  of  the  debt, 
according  to  the  latefi:  fiatements.  The  following  is  the  account  of  the  com- 
mittee of  finances  : 


Rents  viageres  (life  annuities). 

Rentes  perpeiuelles. — Rentes  conftitutees , • 

Rentes  payees  a V hot el  de 
ville3 

. Dettes  liqnid.ee sy 
Gages  Gf  traitemens , 
CemmunanteSy 
JndemniieSy 

EmpruntSy  Pays  d'EtatSy 


Capitals. 

1,018,233,460  liv. 
94. 9 1 2.34° 

2,422,987,301 

12,35^643 

2,603,210 

3,066,240 

27,306,840 

126,964,734 


Interefh 

101,823,846  liv. 
4>745>6i7 

52,735,856 

544,114 

93MS 

153.312 

1,365.342 

6,276,087 


Vette  exigible y 


Or  fterfing 


*3,708,430,768 

-1-1,878,816,534 


i 5,587,247,302 


£.244,442,099 


167,737,8^9 

92,133,239 


259,871,053 


£-ii,369>3S7 


The  fum  total  of  thefe  interefis,  however,  do  not  agree  with  thofie  above- 
mentioned  under  the  year  1790,  of  371,306,938  liv.  which  fieems  to  be  owing 
to  many  remourfemens  of  that  year,  for  fums  vejy  lately  advanced  on  the  plate 
carried  to  the  mint  on  the  don  patriotiquey  and  on  various  other  receipts'.  I 
muft  again  remark,  that  clear  accounts  are  not  to  be  looked  for  in  the  com- 
plex mountain  of  French  finances. 


* The  Committee  ft  ate,  that  this  debt,  by  leaving  the  annuities  to  extinguilh  themlelves,  and  by 
buying  in  the  perpetual  funds,  at  tvvrnty  years  purchafe,  the  whole  would  be  extinguifhed  with  the 
fum  of  1,321,191,817!^.  Etat  de  la  Deite  Publique.  4to.  1790.  p.  8. 

-f  Monf.  de  Montefquiou,  in  the  memoire  preferred  September  9,  1791,  makes  the  deite  exigible 
amount  to  2,300,000,000  liv.  p.  58.  He  makes  the  whole  debt  3,400,000,000  liv.  to  which  add 

1.800.000. 00c  of  aiiign2ts,  and  this  is  5,200,000,000  liv. ; but  21 5,ooo,oooiiv.  of  adignats  have  been 
burnt,  p.  46. 

J I have  read  Monf.  A mould  ■(  De  la  Balance  du  Commerce , 1791),  who  makes  the  debt 

4.1 52.000. 000  liv. ; but  not  giving  his  authorities  fathfactcrily,  I rauib  adhere  to  the  above-men- 
tioned ftatement,. 

Affi  gnats 
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Aflignats  to  the  amount  of  400,000,000  had  then  been  iilued ; but  the  com- 
mittee does  not  include  them  in  the  preceding  account. 

Since  the  above  was  written  I have  received  the  Appergu  des  Recettes  & 
Depenfes  de  V Annee,  1791,  by  the  finance  minifter,  M.  Dufrefne,  gives  the 
account  of  the  expences  necefiary  to  be  incurred  in  179 1,  according  to  the 
decrees  of  the  afiembly,  and  they  are  as  follows  : 

To  the  ecclefiaftics,  for  the  expence  of  public 

worlhip,  - 70,000,000  liv,  , 

Penfions  to  the  religious  of  the  convents  and 

o 

monafteries  fuppreffed,  - - 70,000,000 

Juftice,  - - - . - 1 2,000,000 

Diredtories  of  departments  and  diftrifts,  - 9,360,000 

Civil  lift,  penfions,  falaries,  bureaus,  academics,&c.  67,041 ,363  r 

All  other  payments,  of  which  in- 

tereft  of  debts,  - - 192,265,000 

Paris,  - - 9,323,800 

War  department  and  marine,  - 134,432 

360,770,500 

589,172,000  Or,  £.25,776,274 

To  procure  an  account  equally  clear  of  the  real  receipts  for  1790,  would  be  a 
more  interefting  object,  for  this  end  I confulted  Etat  des  Recettes  et  Depenfes 
pendant  V Annee,  1790,  4to.  1791,  but  it  is  in  vain,  the  receipts  are  no  longer 
thrown  into  fuch  a form  as  to  permit  a clear  diitinction  between  the  product 
of  taxes  and  the  receipt,  by  funding  and  aflignats ; the  receipt  is  given  in  two 
divifions ; firft,  for  the  four  firft  months  of  the  year;  and  iecondly,  for  the 
eight  laft ; and  the  heads  in  the  two  accounts  not  being  the  fame,  to  calculate 
them  would  be  attended  with  very  little  certainty. 

By  the  Memoir  es  fur  les  Finances  p refutes,  9 th  September,  1791,  4to.  fome 
points  receive  more  light  than  in  any  preceding  account.  It  appears,  that  the 
national  eftates  fold  have  produced  964,733,114  liv. ; this  is  a curious  fact;  but 
the  idea , that  the  remainder  will  produce  enough  to  make  this  fum  up 
3,500,090,000  liv.  is  by  no  means  certain;  indeed,  it  is  of  a complexion  too 
dubious  to  be  admitted ; and  of  thole  actually  fold,  the  receipt  only  to  the  amount 
of 735,‘C 54,7 54liv.  is  pofitively  afeertained : and  this  vaft  fum,  in  the  whole  pro- 
bably not  lefs  than  40  millions  iterling,  mult,  without  doubt,  contribute  very 
greatly,  even  beyond  all  calculation,  to  give  fecurity  to  the  new  government, 
as  it  interefts  the  molt  clofely  an  immenfe  number  of  perfons,  with  all  their  con- 
nections and  dependencies,  to  fupport  that  fyftem,  by  which  alone  this  great 
property  can  be  rendered  fafe.  If  to  this  be  added  the  -whole  Tiers  Etat  of  the 

4 E 2 kingdom. 


TAXATION. 


580 

kingdom,  that  is  90  in  100  of  the  total,  it  muft  be  apparent,  that  the  hopes  of  a 
counter-revolution  muft  reft  on  external  force,  inadequate  to  the'conqueft  of 
fuch  a kingdom  as  France,  unlefs  all  poftible  advantages  towards  favouring  the 
attempt  be  united  and  aided  by  a well  connected  infurreftion  of  thofe  who  are 
difcontented. 

liv. 

The  Aftembly  decreed,  that  the  general  expence  of  the  year  Ihould  be,  584,700,000 
And  for  the  departments,  - 56,300,000 

Total,  - 641,000,000 

Of  which  the  Caiffe  del  Extraordinaire  was  to  furnilh  in  lieu  of  domaines 

received,  - - 60,000,000 

58 1,000,000 

Deduft  expence  of  receipt  of  56,300,000  included,  * - 8,000,000 

Wanting  by  taxes,  - 573,000,000 

But  the  expence  of  colleftion  and  management  adds  a further  burthen 

to  the  people  of  - - 26, 292,500 

I have  drawn  up  this  budget  as  nearly  to  the  truth  as  I can,  from  the  three 
reports  of  the  Committee  of  Impofts,  of  Dec.  6,  1790,  Feb.  19,  and  March 
15,  1791,  which  reports  are  not  free  from  confufton,  owing  to  decrees  of 
the  Aftembly,  which  were  changeable  and  various.  The  entrees  were  poft- 
tively  voted  for  25  millions,  and  the  vote  fcarcely  paffed,  when  the  Fauxbourg 
St.  Antoine  voted  their  abolition ; and  it  was  no  queftion,  who  was  to  be 
obeyed,  the  National  Aftembly  of  France,  or  the  Fauxbourgs  of  Paris.  The 
Aftembly  inftantly  gave  way  and  aboliftied  the  entrees . Other  duties  alfo  varied 
much  from  changeable  votes,  fo  that  there  is  a neceffary  difagreement  between 
the  three  reports  in  almoft  every  article,  but  in  this  account  I have  guided 
myfelf  by  the  bums  laft  propofed. 

Of  the  Funding  Syftem . 

It  appears,  from  the  preceding  accounts,  that  France,  under  the  old  go- 
vernment, purfued  the  ruinous  fyftem  of  mortgaging  its  revenues,  as  regularly 
as  any  other  country,  whole  greater  freedom  might  be  fuppofed  to  offer  more 
temptations  to  the  practice.  This  lyftem,  however,  almoft  unaided  by  any  other 
caufe,  has  overturned  that  government,  by  means  of  the  moft  extraordinary  re- 
volution upon  record.  If  Louis  XIV.  amidft  the  fplendour  of  his  reign  and  ca- 
reer of  his  ccnquefts,  could  poftibly  have  forefeen  that  the  fecond  fovereign 
In  defeent  from  him  would  be  led  captive  by  his  fob j efts,  on  account  of  the  debts 
he  was  then  contracting,  he  would  either  have  rejefted  with  horror  the  lyftem 
he  adopted,  or  have  manifefted  the  moft  entire  want  of  thofe  feeling-s  which 

jl.  y O 
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ought  to  dwell  In  the  bread  of  a great  and  ambitious  monarch.  But,  after  this 
memorable  example  to  other  countries,  it  remains  a fubjedt  of  infinite  curiofity, 
to  fee  how  far  the  infatuated  and  blind  fpirit  of  funding  will  now  be  purfued. 
Every  hour,  after  the  great  event  in  France,  will  make  it  more  and  more  critical, 
and  will  inevitably  involve  in  its  train  new  revolutions,  perhaps  of  a complexion 
more  dangerous  to  eftablifhed  families,  than  any  thing  we  have  feen  in  France. — 
If  peace  is  preferved  in  that  kingdom,  the  debt  will  extinguish  itfelf,  being  in  a 
great  proportion  annuities  for  lives;  but  were  not  this  the  cafe,  and  fhould  new 
wars  add  to  the  national  burthens,  the  people,  almofi:  emancipated  as  they  have 
been  from  taxation,  will  be  brought  back  to  it  with  great  difficulty ; and  other 
afiemblies,  feeling  their  power  better  eftabliffied,  will  not  pay  the  fame  attention 
to  the  public  creditors  which  the  prefent  has  done;  and  the  event  might  be  fimi- 
lar  to  what  will  happen  in  England.  No  government  will  ever  think 
of  committing  a deliberate  adt  of  bankruptcy ; but  when  taxes  are  puffied  to 
fuch  a height  that  the  people  will  no  longer  pay  them,  they  are  ripe  for 
fedition ; prefently  feel  their  own  power ; — and  the  event  may  be  eafily 
conjedrurea.  What  is  the  conclufion  that  follows  ? — That  the  funding  lyflem, 
or  rather  the  wars  which  occafion  it,  are  fo  fatal  and  peftilential,  that,  at  all 
events,  they  ought  to  be  avoided ; but  that,  if  unhappily  they  cannot,  they 
fhould  be  Supported  by  annual  taxes  (never  by  loans),  which  implies  a war  of 
defence  at  home ; a renunciation  of  all  exterior  dominion ; and  the  abfolute 
annihilation  of  that  commercial  fyfiem  of  policy  on- which  conquefls,  colonies, 
and  debts  have  been  fo  fatally  eredted. 


Of  the  amount  of  Specie  in  France. 

The  writings  of  Monk.  Necker  will  a ffift  in  the  regifter  of  the  French  mint, 
which  proves  fatisfadtorily  the  quantity  of  money  coined  in  France;  it  mult, 
however,  be  Sufficiently  obvious,  that  from  this  quantity  it  is  mere  conjedture 
to  attempt  to  afcertain,  at  any  period,  the  adtual  quantity  of  Specie  remaining  in 
the  kingdom. 

Coined  in  France  from  1726  to  1780, — .Gold,  - 957,200,000 liv.. 

Silver,  - 1,489,500,000 

2,446,700,000 

In  1781,  82,  and  83,  - - 52,300,000 


And  cxifting  in  1784,  ■£: 


2.500.000. 000 

2.200.000. 000 


And 
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And  he  makes  the  increafe  of  fpecie,  in  1 5 years,  from  1763  to  1 777 j in  France,  ' 
equal  to  the  increafe  of  all  the  reft  of  Europe.  From  the  inquiries  of  M.  Cla- 
viers* and  M.  Arnould  ft,  it  appears,  that  the  gold  and  diver  currency  of  France, 
at  the  aiTembly  of  the  States,  was  two  milliards  (87,500,0001.) . Whatever  au- 
thority Monft  Necker  placed  in  the  fuppofed  balance  of  the  French  trade,  of 
above  three  millions  fterling  per  annum,  was  aftumed  on  very  infufficient  grounds. 
The  Marquis  de  Caliaux  has  proved  the  fadts,  which  Monf.  Necker  deduced 
from  that  balance,  to  have  never  exifted  but  in  his  own  imagination  J,  The 
importance  alfo,  which,  in  the  10th  chapter  of  the  fame  book,  that  writer 
ailigns  to  the  pofleffion  of  great  quantities  of  gold  and  filver ; the  political  con- 
duct he  exprefsly  recommends  to  procure  thole  metals,  as  felling  much  mer- 
chandize to  other  nations,  and  buying  little;  ftudying  to  effedt  this  by  Ihack- 
liiig  trade  with  duties  upon  export  and  import;  and  by  the  acquisition  of  colo- 
nies : the  whole  of  this  ly item  betrays  no  inconliderable  degree  of  littlenefs ; 
it  -is  worthy  of  the  counting-houfe  alone  ; and  manifefts  none  of  the  views  of  a 
great  ftatefman,  nor  even  the  abilities  of  an  able  politician-:  one  is  fure  to  meet, 
in  Monf.  Keeker’s  productions,  with  an  eloquent  difplay  of  narrow  ideas,  and 
never  the  great  reach  of  real  talents,  nor  the  mafterly  views  of  deciiive  genius. 
His  miniftry,  and  his  publications,  fhew  the  equable  orderly  arrangement  of  a 
mind  well  relgulated  for  little  purfuits ; but  loft  amidft  the  great  events  of  a 
new  fyftern,  bunting  into  efficiency  amidft  the  whirlwind  of  a revolution. 

The  total  currency,  of  both  gold  and  iilver,  in  Great  Britain,  may  probably 
not  be  lefs  than  40  millions  fterling.  But  no  comparifon  can  be  made  between 
the  two  kingdoms,  becaufe  the  great  mats  of  England’s  circulating  currency  is  in 
paper  ; whereas,  in  France,  all,  or  nearly  all,  was  in  coin,  till  affignats  were 
iflued.  It  is  probably  a juft  obfervation  of  Air.  Flume,  that  the  circulation  of 
paper  tends  ftrongly  to  baniffi  coin.  Every  kingdom  mu  ft  have,  proportioned  to 
its  induftry,  a circulation  of  fomeihing  ; and  if  it  have  no  paper,  that  circulation, 
fo  proportioned  to  its  induftry,  will  be  in  coin  ; the  creation  of  fo  much  paper 
fupplies  the  place  of  it ; and  confequently  keeps  it  from  flowing  into  any  coun- 
try, where  it  is  demanded  by  the  offer  of  valuable  equivalents.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  has  been  urged,  that  paper,  fupplying  the  circulation  as  well 
and  more  conveniently  than  the  metals,  allows  the  latter  to  be  lent  profitably 

* Opinion  c?nn  Creancler  de  V Etat.  -j-  De  la  Bal.  du  Com.  tom.  ii,  p.  2CO. 

X Monf.  cle  CHonne’s  recoinage,  of  1785,  has  proved,  that  Monf.  Necker,  even  "upon  a fublect  more 
peculiarly  his  own,  as  a banker,  is  not  fo  correct  as  one  would  imagine,  when  he  ventures  either  to 
calculate  or  to  conjecture.  It  is  with  difficulty  he  allows  300  millions  for  the  export  and  melting  of 
louis3,  which  appear  to  have  been  650,000,000!^.  He  ftates  the  gold  coinage  (including  the  filver 
of  the  years  1781,  8.2,  and  83),  at  1,009,5005000 liv.  instead  of  which,  it  was,  by  Monf.  de  Ca- 
IcCtee's  account,  1,300,000,000  iiv. 
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out  of  the  kingdom,  not  to  be  loft,  but  beneficially  as  merchandize,  and  that 
an  annual  benefit  is  made  by  this,  as  well  as  by  all  other  trades.  If  this  argu- 
ment be  good,  and  in  all  probability  there  is  fome  truth  in  it,  France,  by  keep- 
ing fo  enormous  a capital  at  home  as  90  millions  fterling,  to  anfwer  purpofes 
which,  in  England,  are  fulfilled  with  lets  than  half,  by  means  of  paper,  tales 
the  profit  which  might  be  made  on  45  millions,  were  that  fum  employed  as  it  is 
employed  in  England.  There  is  yet  another  explanation  of  the  great  paper 
currency  of  England,  which  has  alfo  much  truth  in  it,  and  efpecially  In  the  pre- 
fent  moment.  It  may  be  faid,  that  paper  has  been  fo  largely  coined  in  England, 
becaufe  the  balance  of  its  tranfadtions  with  foreigners  has  not  brought  in  the 
metals  as  faft  as  its  induftry  has  demanded  a circulating  representative ; its  in- 
duftry  has  increafed  fafter  than  its  money;  and  I believe  this  to  have  been  very 
much  the  cafe  fince  the  American  war,  in  which  period  the  progrefs  of  prospe- 
rity, in  this  kingdom,  has  been  of  an  unexampled  rapidity.  In  fuch  a circum- 
ftance,  the  circulation  of  paper,  inftead  of  lefiening  the  quantity  of  Specie,  will 
increafe  it,  by  facilitating  the  operations  of  commerce.  Another  evil,  of  a worSe 
tendency,  perhaps,  is  the  difpofition  to  hoard,  when  the  currency  is  all  in  the 
precious  metals.  Monf.  Necker  ftates,  as  an  undoubted  faft,  that  vaft  fums  of 
gold  are  hoarded  in  France;  and  circumftances  came  to  light  on  Monf.  de  Ca- 
lonne’s  recoinage,  which  proved  the  fame  fa  (ft.  The  ordinary  circulation  of 
Paris  does  not  exceed  from  80  to  100,000,000  liv.  as  we  learn  from  the  fame 
minifter*;  a fact  which  alfo  unites  with  the  immenfity  of  the  total  Specie  of 
France,  to  Shew  that  perhaps  the  great  mafs  of  it  is  hoarded.  It  muft  be  Suffi- 
ciently obvious,  that  this  practice  depends  much  on  a want  of  confidence  in  the 
government,  and  on  the  erroneous  conduct  of  not  encouraging  investments  in 
the  national  induftry  : but  it  tends  Strongly  to  give  France  a greater  mafs  of 
the  precious  metals  than  is  demanded  by  her  induftry. 

Two  considerable  proofs  exift  in  Europe,  that  a country  will  always  attract 
Such  a Share  of  the  precious  metals  as  is  proportioned  to  its  induftry,  if  not  pre- 
vented by  circulating  paper.  Thefe  are  Pruffia  and  Modena.  The  King  of 
Pruffia’s  treasure,  calculated  as  it  is  at  1 5 millions  fterling,  is  thrice  as  much  as  the 
whole  circulating  fpecie  of  his  dominions.  In  all  probability,  had  that  treafure 
not  been  withdrawn  from  circulation,  the  Specie  would  not  at  this  moment  have 
been  one  dollar  greater  than  it  is  at  prefent ; and  for  this  plain  reafon,  that  there 
appears  no  want  of  currency  in  thofe  dominions  ; the  degree  of  induftry  there 
demanding  Specie  from  all  its  neighbours,  has  acquired  it  as  faft  as  the  King 
has  accumulated  his  treafure,  but  had  no  treafure  been  formed,  the  fame  de- 
mand would  not  have  taken  place,  and  eonfequently  no  fuch  influx  of  money. 
Modena,  as  I once  before  observed,  in  proportion  to  its  extent  and  riches,  affords 

* De  VEtai  ds  la  France* * p>  8*0. 
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a fimilar  inftance  3 yet  the  duke’s  hoard  is  fuppofed,  on  pretty  good  grounds,  to 
exceed  very  much  all  the  circulating  fpecie  of  his  duchy 3 and  I made  parti- 
cular inquiries  at  Modena,  whether  a want  of  it  were  perceptible  ? I was  allured 
of  the  contrary,  and  that  their  currency  was  fully  equal  to  the  demands  of  their 
indufi: ry  and  money-exchanges.  From  thefe  inftances,  we  may,  without  heftta- 
tion,  pronounce,  that  the  fpecie  of  England  is  kept  vaftly  below  its  natural  mea- 
lure,  by  the  immenlity  of  our  paper  circulation.  There  is  little  importance  in 
poffeffing  great  quantities  of  fpecie,  if  not  in  a national  hoard  : the  cafe  of  Eng- 
land nearly  permits  us  to  quefdon  it  altogether.  For  neither  in  the  domeftic 
circulation,  nor  in  foreign  tranfadtions,  has  France  been  able  to  effect  any  thing 
by  means  of  her  money,  which  we  have  not  been  able  to  command  equally  well, 
perhaps  better,  with  our  paper.  A wife  government  fhould  therefore  be  felicit- 
ous for  the  induftrious  and  productive  employment  of  her  people 3 if  the  fecure 
that  effential  point,  the  may  fafely  leave  the  metals  to  find  their  own' "level, 
without  paying  any  regard  whether  her  circulation  be  in  paper  or  in  gold.  Nor  is 
there  danger  of  paper  being  too  much  multiplied,  as  long  as  the  acceptance  of  it 
is  voluntary  3 for  it  would  not  be  multiplied,  if  it  were  not  demanded;  and  if  it 
be  demanded,  it  ought  to  be  multiplied.  With  paper,  forced  by  government  on 
the  people,  the  cafe  is  far  different : from  the  circumftance  of  its  bei ng  forced 
there  is  the  cleared:  proof  that  it  is  not  demanded , and  confequently  ought  not  to 
be  ifiiied  : force,  in  fuch  a cafe,  is  fraud  3 and  a public  fraud  ought  never  to  be 
p radii  fed,  but  in  the  laft  extremity  of  diftrefs.  The  aflignats  iffued  by  the  Na- 
tional Affembly,  are  of  this  complexion  3 the  flep,  however  dangerous,  might 
poffibly  be  necelTary  to  fecure  the  new  conftitution  3 but  I fhail  not  hefitate  a 
moment  in  declaring,  that  an  avowed  bankruptcy  would,  in  other  refpeCts,  have 
been  a much  wifer  meafure,  and  attended  probably  with  fewer  and  lefs  evils. — 
Of  thirty-four  commercial  cities,  that  prefen  ted  addreffes  upon  the  project  of 
aflignats,  feven  only  were  for  them*.  The  fche-me  met  with  equal  oppofition 
from  rank  ff,  literature  4,  and  commerce  ||.  The  prognoftics,  however,  of  an 
enormous  difeount,  were  not  verified  fo  much  as  might  have  been  expected. — 
M.  Decretot,  in  September  1790,  mentions  them  with  400  millions  only  in 
circulation,  being  at  10  per  cent,  difeount  at  Bourdeaux 3 and  M.  de  Condorcet 
6 per  cent,  at  Paris;  thence  they  both  concluded,  that  the  difeount  would  be 
enormous,  if  a greater  iffue  of  them  took  place  3 yet,  in  May  1791,  after  many 
hundred  millions  more  had  been  iffued,  they  were  only  at  from  7 to  1 o per  cent. 
difcount§.  And  another  circumftance  equally  miftaken,  was  the  expectation 

* De  'C E tat  de  la  France^  parM.  de  Calonne.  8vo.  1790.  p.  82.  f Opinion  de  Ad.  de  la  Roche- 
fcucauld , fur ■/’ AJJignat s monnoi . 8vo.  t Sur  la  Proportion  dd a c quitter  les  deites  en  Afignats^  par  M. 

Condorcet.  8vo.  p.  14.  ||  Opinion  de  Ivl.  Deer etot  fur  V Jff gnats.  3vo.  p.  8, 

§ It  became  greater  fince  3 but  owing  to  foreign  caufes. 
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of  an  enormous  rife  of  all  common  prices— which  did  not  happen,  for  corn  ra- 
ther fell  in  its  value ; a remarkable  experiment,  that  deferves  to  be  remembered* 
The  Marquis  de  Condorcet  fuppofed,  that  wheat  would  rife  from  24  to  36  liv* 
the  feptier,  perhaps  in  one  day*.  The  affignats  amounted,  on  the  dilfolution 
of  the  firft  AiTembly,  to  1800,000,000  liv. 

What  conftitutes  the  Merit  of  a Tax* 

Many  writings  have  appeared  of  late  in  France,  on  the  fubjedt  of  taxation, 
and  many  Ipeeches  have  been  delivered  in  the  National  AiTembly  concerning  the 
principles  that  ought  to  govern  the  flatefmen.  who  pofifefs  the  power  of  de* 
ciding  in  queftions  of  fuch  importance.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  the 
members,  who  have  made  the  greateft  figure  in  that  afiembly,  have,  in  theie  in- 
quiries, rather  adopted  the  opinions  of  a certain  clafs  of  philofophers,  who  made 
a confiderable  noife  in  France  20  or  30  years  ago,  than  taken  the  pains  ferioufly 
to  inform  themfelves  well  of  the  fadts  that  ought  to  be  examined  upon  the  fub- 
jedt.  It  is  not  for  a traveller  to  go  to  the  bottom  of  fuch  intricate  inquiries, 
which  would  demand  long  details,  and  a very  minute  examination ; but  the 
queftion  is,  in  the  prefent  moment,  of  fuch  importance  to  France,  that  a rapid 
coup  cT ceil  cannot  but  have  its  ufe.  The  following  circumfiances  are  thofo 
which  I conceive  form  all  the  merit  of  taxation  ; 

1.  Equality. 

2.  Facility  of  payment. 

3.  Encouragement  of  indufiry. 

4.  Eafe  of  collection. 

5.  Difficulty  of  too  great  extenfion. 

The  firfi:  effential  point  is  equality.  It  is  abfolutely  necefiary,  that  every  indi- 
vidual in  the  lociety  contribute  to  the  wants  of  the  fiate,  in  proportion  to  his  abi- 
lity, provided  fuch  contribution  does  not  impede  the  progrefs  of  his  indufiry  -f*. 

Every 

* Bur  la  Propofition  d' a c quitter  les  dettes  en  Ajjignats^  par  M.  Condorcet,  p.  21. 
f Some  little  obfeurity,  that  hangs  over  this  definition,  fhould fee  removed;  by  ability , muft  not  be 
underftood  either  capital  or  income,  but  that  fuperlucration,  as  Davenant  called  it,  which  melts  in  con- 
fumption:  fuppofe  a manufacturer  makes  a profit  of  2000I.  a-year,  living  upon  500I.  and  annually  in- 
venting 1500I.  in  his  bufmefs,  it  is  fufficiently  obvious,  upon  juft  principles,  that  the  ftate  cannot  lay 
the  1500!.  under  contribution  by  taxes.  The  500I.  is  the  only  income  expe-fed;  but  when  the  ma- 
nufacturer dies,  and  his  fon  turns  gentleman,  the  whole  income  is  made  to  contribute.  It  rnuft  be 
obvious,  however,  that  excifes  on  a manufacturer’s  fabric  are  not  taxes  cn  him , but  on  the  idle  con- 
fumer,  for  he  draws  them  completely  back.  In  like  manner,  if  a landlord  farm  his  own  eftate.  and 
expend  the  income  in  improvements,  living  on  but  a fmail  portion  of  the  profit,  it  is  fufficiently  clear, 
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Every  writer,  and  every  opinion  upon  the  fubjedt  agree  in  this ; but  the  difficulty 
is,  how  to  afcertain  the  ability.  Taxes  on  property,  and  taxes  on  confump- 
tion,  leem  to  have  this  merit;  they  will,  however^  be  found  to  vary  prodi- 
gioufly ; for  long  experience,  in  all  countries,  has  proved  the  infinite  difficulty 
of  afcertaining  property,  and  the  tyranny  that  is  necefiary  to  be  pradtifed,  in  order 
to  be  tolerably  exadi.  For  this  realon,  all  land-taxes,  under  an  appearance  of 
equality,  are  cruelly  unequal : if  levied  on  the  grofs  produce  in  kind , they  are 
ten  times  heavier  on  poor  land  than  on  rich ; and  the  value  taken  by  the  Hate, 
bears  no  proportion  to  the  expence  which  effedted  the  production.  If  levied  on 
the  rent,  the  eafe  of  frauds  makes  them  univerfal  and  perpetual;  and  if,  to  avoid 
thefe,  the  leafes  are  registered  and  taxed,  this  prevents  leafes,  and  deftroys  agri- 
culture . If  lands  are  valued  by  a cadajire , the  expence  is  enormous  *,  and  the 
merit  is  gone  in  a few  years,  by  variations  impoffible  to  corredt;  till  at  laft  the 
only  merit  of  the  tax  is  its  inequality , which  is  now  the  cafe  in  the  Milanefe, 
Piedmont,  Savoy,  and  England ; where  an  attempt  to  make  the  land-taxes  equal 
would  ruin  the  husbandry,  and  produce  infinite  opprefiion.  Land  taxes,  fo  far 
from  being  equal,  are  fo  much  the  reverfe,  that  it  is  the  nominal,  and  not  the 
real  property,  that  bears  the  tax;  for  mortgages  efcape  though  amounting  to  three- 
fourths  of  the  property ; and  if,  to  avoid  this  cruelty,  the  proprietor  be  allowed, 
as  in  the  cafe  of  the  vingtiemes  in  France,  to  tax  the  mortgagee,  either  the  regu- 
lation is  evaded  by  private  agreements,  or  money  is  no  longer  lent  for  the  mod: 
ufeful  of  all  purpofes.  Lailly,  land  is  vifible,  and  cannot  be  concealed ; whereas 
fortunes  in  money  are  invifible,  and  will  ever  Slip  away  from  taxation  of  every 
kind,  except  from  thofe  on  consumption.  Thus  land  taxes,  viewed  in  what  light 
foever,  are  totally  unequal,  oppreflive,  and  ruinous.  On  the  contrary,  taxes 

that  taxes  ought  not  to  affect  one  (hilling  of  his  expenditure  on  his  land ; they  can  reach,  with  pro- 
priety, the  expences  of  his  living  only ; if  they  touch  any  other  part  of  his  expenditure,  they  deprive 
him  of  thofe  tools  that  are  working  the  buflnefs  of  the  ftate.  A man  paying,  therefore,  according  to 
his  ability , muff  be  underftood  in  a reftrained  fenfe.  The  prepofterous  nature  of  land-taxes  is  feen  in 
this  diftinction,  that  an  idle  worthlefs  diflipator  is  taxed  exactly  in  the  fame  degree  as  his  induftrious 
neighbour,  who  is  converting  a defert  into  a garden. 

* Yet  the  nobility  of  Lyons  and  Artois,  and  the  tiers  of  Troyes,  demand  a general  caclajlre  of  all 
France,  Cahier.  p.  17. — Artois , p.  18. — Troyes,  p.  7. — The  committee  of  impofition  recommends 
one  alia,  Rapport , p.  8.— To  make  the  cadajire  of  Limofin  coft  2,592,000  liv.  (113,355b  15s.) 
and  the  whole  kingdom  would  coft,  at  the  fame  rate,  82,944,000!^.  (3,628,800b)  requiring  the 
employment  of  3072  engineers  during  18  years,  EJfai  d’un  Meibode  generate  a etendre  les  connoiJJ'ances 
des  Voyageurs , par  Mo nf.  Meunier.  1779.  8vo.  tom.  i.  p.  199. — The  King  of  Sardinia’s  cadajire  is 
faid  to  have  coft  8 f the  arpent,  Adminijt  ration  Prov.  Le  Trane,  tom.  ii.  p.  236.  The  cahier s de- 
mand a cadajire  in  the  language  of  the  ceconomjles , as  if  it  were  to  be  done  as  foon  as  imagined,  and  to 
coft  only  a trifle:  and  this  operation,  which  would  take  eighteen  years  to  execute,  is  advifed  by  M.  Le 
T rone -to  be  repeated  every  nine  ! 
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upon  confumption  are,  of  all  others,  the  moil  equal,  and  the  mod  fair  ; for  they 
are  fludioufly  and  correctly  proportioned  to  the  quantity  of  every  man’s  confump- 
tion  which  may  with  truth  generally  be  fuppofed  to  be  commenfurate  to  his  in- 
come ; at  lead  it  may  be  afferted  fafely,  that  there  is  no  other  method,  equally  fure 
of  edimating  income,  as  by  that  of  confumption.  There  are,  it  is  true,  mifers 
who  poffefs  much,  and  confume  little ; but  it  is  utterly  impodible  to  reach  fuch 
men  in  taxation,  without  tyranny : nor  is  it  of  much  confequence,  for  a fuccefi- 
don  of  mifers  is  not  to  be  expected, —-and  the  more  the  father  faved,  the  more 
the  fon  confumes;  fo  that  upon  the  revolution  of  a given  period,  the  thing 
balances  itfelf,  and  the  date  lofes  nothing.  But  there  is  alfo  the  greated  judnefs 
in  the  equality  of  thefe  taxes : for  they  meafure  themfelves  by  a man’s  voluntary 
expences ; if  he  fpend  his  income  advantageoufly  to  the  national  indudry  and  im- 
provement, he  pays  very  light,  or  no  taxqs;  but  if  he  confume  largely  and 
luxurioufiy,  his  contribution  to  the  date  riles  with  his  expences ; advantages 
poffeffed  by  no  other  fpecies  of  tax.  Equality  reigns  fo  completely  in  thefe 
taxes,  that  from  the  poor  man,  who,  confuming  nothing,  pays  nothing;  to  the 
next  clafs,  which,  confuming  little,  pays  little ; and  to  the  mod  wealthy,  which, 
confuming  much,  pays  much,  all  is  regulated  on  the  mod  perfedt  fcale  of  con- 
tribution. It  is  needlefs  to  obferve,  that  excifes  and  cudoms  equally  poffefs  this 
advantage ; that  damps  have  the  fame,  and  even  greater ; and  that  entrees  and 
odlrois  have  a like  merit,  fo  far  as  cities  are  concerned,  but  are  inferior  in  not 
being  equally  laid  on  all  perfons,  wherever  they  may  refide : a benefit  in  the 
eyes  of  thofe  who  think  towns  an  evil.  It  mud  be  fufficiently  obvious,  that  all 
perfonal  taxes  are,  to  the  highed  degree  unequal,  from  the  Impoffibility  of  vary- 
ing them  properly  with  the  conditions  of  life:  monopolies  are  equal  or  not,  in 
proportion  to  the  whole  fociety  being  equally  fubjected  to  them ; the  pod-office 
is  one  of  the  bed  of  taxes,  and  the  mod  equal. 

2.  Facility  of  payment . — In  this  great  point,  there  is  only  one  fort  of  tax  which 
has  real  merit,  namely,  that  on  confumption.  Here  the  tax  is  blended  with  the 

* The  objection  of  the  committee  of  imports,  that  the  product  of  fuch  taxes  is  uncertain,  is  one  of 
the  fureft  proofs  of  their  merit.  Would  you  have  a certain  tax  from  an  uncertain  income  ? To  de- 
mand it  is  tyranny,  Rapport  du  Comite  de  C Imposition  concernant  les  Loix  Cov/iitutionelles  des  Finance 
20th  December,  1790.  8vo.  p.  19.  I know  of  no  objections  to  taxes  on  confumption,  that  do  not 
bear  in  a greater  degree  on  thofe  upon  property.  It  is  faid,  that  excifes  raife  the  prices  of  manufactures, 
and  impede  foreign  trade  and  domeflic  confumption,  which  has  certainly  truth  in  it;  but  it  is  alfo  true, 
that  England  is,  in  fpite  of  them,  the  moft  manufacturing  and  commercial  nation  upon  earth,  even 
with  many  very  bad  excifes.;  and  which  ought  to  be  changed ; they  are  faid  to  affect  the  confumption  of 
the  poor  particularly,  which  is  merely  objecting  to  the  abufe , and  not  to  the  nature  of  the  tax;  certainly 
the  height  to  which  taxation  of  every  kind  is  carried  in  England,  is  cruel,  fhameful,  and  tyrannical. 
Moderate  excifes,  properly  laid,  would  have  no  other  ill  effects  than  fuch  as  flow  of  necedky  from  the 
nature  of  all  taxation ; as  to  immoderate  taxes,  and  improperly  laid,  they  muft  be  mifchievous,  whether 
on  property  or  on  confumption. 
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price  of  the  commodity,  and  the  confumer  pays  without  knowing  it.  He  knows 
the  price  of  a bottle  of  wine  or  brandy,  a pack  of  cards,  a coach-wheel,  a pound 
of  candles,  tea,  fnuff,  or  fait — and  he  buys  as  he  can  afford  ; it  is  the  fame  to 
him,  whether  the  fum  he  pays  be  the  original  expence  of  production,  the  dealer’s 
profit,  or  the  national  tax;  he  has  nothing  to  do  with  calculating  them  fepa- 
Tately,  and  pays  them  blended  in  the  price.  His  eafe  of  paying  the  tax  is  great 
alfo,  by  the  time  of  demanding  it,  which  is  juft  at  the  moment  when  he  may  be 
thought  difpofed  to  confume,  becaufe  he  can  afford  it,  which  is  certainly  the 
cafe  with  the  great  mafs  of  mankind.  Taxes  on  property,  and  efpecially  on  land, 
are  much  inferior  in  this  refpeCr.  So  far  as  they  are  advanced  by  the  tenant,  and 
drawn  back  when  he  reckons  with  the  landlord,  they  are  eaiy  to  the  latter : but 
they  are  exactly,  in  the  fame  proportion,  burthenfome  to  the  tenant,  who  has  to 
advance,  out  of  his  own  pocket,  another  man’s  tax,  which  is  palpably  unjufl.  We 
do  not  feel  this  much  in  England,  becaufe  the  tenantry  are  commonly  rich 
enough  not  to  regard  it;  but  in  other  countries,  where  they  are  poor,  it  is  a great 
oppreflion.  At  the  time  alfo  of  demanding  the  tax  from  the  landlord,  who 
farms  his  own  edate,  his  eafe  is  never  confulted ; he  has  to  pay  the  tax,  not  be- 
caufe he  has  fold  his  produce,  for  he  mud  pay,  though  his  land  fhould  not  pro- 
duce a fingle  farthing;  not  becaufe  he  buys,  and  thereby  fhews  that  he  can 
afford  it,  but  merely  becaufe  he  poifeffes,  which  by  no  means  proves  an  ability 
to  pay  at  all : nay,  he  pays  without  poffefling  more  than  the  name,  while  another 
receives  the  profit;  all  which  fhews,  that  land-taxes  are  grofsly  deficient  in  this 
effential  requifite.  It  is  fair,  however,  to  admit,  that  a land-tax,  paid  in  kind, 
like  tythes  gathered,  are  eafy  of  payment ; enormous  as  other  objections  are  to 
them,  in  this  refpedt  they  have  merit.  But  no  hate,  in  modern  ages,  can  take 
taxes  in  kind ; and  if  let,  and  confequently  made  an  engine  of  private  and  per- 
ibnai  pique  or  refentment,  they  become  one  of  the  moil  horrible  and  detedable  op- 
prefiions,  fit  to  be  endured  by  flaves  only.  Perfonal  taxes  are  as  bad  ; a man’s 
having  a head,  or  being  born  to  to  a title,  is  no  proof  that  he  is  able  to  pay  a tax, 
which  is  demanded  of  him,  at  a time  that  marks  neither  receipt  nor  payment. 

3.  Encouragement  of  indufry . — Taxes  may  be  laid  in  fuch  a manner  as  to 
difcourage  and  opprefs  indudry,  or,  on  the  contrary,  to  be  in  this  refpect  harm- 
lefs;  and  under  this  head,  is  to  be  included  the  invedment  of  capital.  If  any 
branch  of  national  indudry  be  overloaded  with  duties,  the  profits  arifing  from  it 
will  be  fo  much  lefiened,  that  men  will  not  inved  their  capitals  in  employments 
thus  injuriously  treated.  The  firfir  objedt  to  be  considered  is,  what  branch  of 
human  exertions  and  indudry  is  nationally  mod  beneficial  ? The  writers  and 
datefmen*  of  all  nations  (how  much  foever  they  blunder  p radically),  are 
theoretically  agreed  upon  this  point.  There  is  no  quedion,  that  agriculture  is, 
©f  all  other  employments,  the  mod  important ; and  a country  will  be  proiperous. 


* Except  Colbert,*  Monf,  Necker,  and  Mr.  Pitt4 
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in  proportion  to  the  capitals  invefted  in  that  purfuit.  This  decides  the  merit  of 
land-taxes ; in  the  degree  they  take  place,  the  profit  of  pofiefling  land  is  dimi- 
ni died,  and  confequently  capitals  are  banifhed.  If  a land-tax  be  equally  afiefied, 
a man’s  improvements  are  taxed,  which  he  will  calculate  before  he  lays  out  his 
money,  and  never  invefi:  it  in  a manner  that  lays  him  direCtly  open  to  the  ope- 
ration of  fuch  duties.  Thus  the  lands  of  fuch  a country  will  be  in  the  hands  of 
men  who  have  no  other  capital ; and  experience  uniformly  tells  us,  how  import- 
ant it  is  to  the  welfare  of  agriculture,  to  have  land  in  rich  hands.  Taxes  upon 
confumption,  may  be  made  utterly  deflruCtive  of  any  branch  of  induftry  by  in- 
judicious methods  of  laying  them;  or  by  carrying  them  to  too  great  a height; 
but  in  this  cafe,  the  duty  fails  fo  much  in  its  produce,  that  the  government 
fuffers  as  much  as  the  employment.  The  tax  upon  leather,  in  France,  was 
ruinous ; the  fame  tax  in  England  is  levied  without  difficulty.  The  incon- 
venience of  excifes  chiefly  flows  from  the  neceffity  of  larger  capitals  being  in 
the  hands  of  manufacturers,  to  enable  them,  not  to  pay,  but  to  advance  the 
tax,  which  they  draw  back  in  the  price  of  the  commodity ; the  real  payment 
being  thus  thrown,  as  it  always  ought  to  be,  on  the  confumer.  This  circum- 
ftance  gives  a vafl  fuperiority  to  taxes  on  confumption,  over  thofe  on  land.  The 
induftrious  man,  who  inverts  his  capital  in  land,  cannot  draw  back  his  taxes  by 
railing  the  price  of  his  cattle  and  corn,  and  thus  make  the  confumers  pay  them  ; 
it  is  fufficiently  evident,  that  this  is  impoflible,  whereas  all  taxes  on  confumption 
are  completely  drawn  back  in  the  price  of  the  goods;  unlefs  the  merchant  or 
manufacturer  confumes  himfelf,  in  which  cafe  he  pays,,  as  he  ought  to  do,  the 
tax.  Perfonal  taxes,  with  refpeCt  to  the  not  difcouraging  of  induftry,  and  tha 
inveflmentof  capital,  are  very  imperfeCt;  and  monopolies  (except  the  poft-office)^ 
abfolutely  ruinous,  for  they  are  prohibitions  on  every  fort  of  induftry  which  the 
irate  chufes  to  refer ve  to  itfelf.  The  coinage  is  mifchievous  or  not,  in  propor- 
tion to  its  fidelity. 

4.  Eafe  of  collection*— la  this  refpeCt,  land  and  houfe-taxes  have  a manifeffi 
and  clear  fuperiority;  for  the  property  is  impoffible  to  be  concealed, — and  the  col- 
lection is  as  cheap  as  it  is  eafy;  and  this  final!  merit  (of  moft  trifling  import 
compared  with  the  magnitude  of  the  evils  that  attend  them)  has  been  the  mo- 
tive for  recurring  to  them  fo  much  in  every  country.  Excifes  and  cuftoms  are 
difficult  and  expenfive  to  levy.  Stamps,  however,  have  great  merit;  in  the 
Britifh  revenue,  _i, 3 2 9,905k  is  railed  at  the  expence  of  51,691!.  Perfonal  taxes 
are  cheaply  collected,  which  is  their  only  merit  r monopolies  are  everywhere 
expenfive — a freih  reafon  for  rejecting  them. 

5 . Difficulty  of  too  great  exten/ion — There  is  fome  merit  in  a tax  rectifying  its 
own  excels,  which  is  the  cafe  with  thole  on  confumption;  for  if  they  be  car- 
ried to  an  extreme,  they  fall  off  in  their  produce,  by  encouraging  fmuggliog  and 
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fraud.  But  thofe  on  property  cannot  be  evaded,  and  therefore  may  be  extended 
to  a moft  opprefiive  and  ruinous  excefs.  The  general  corrollary  to  be  drawn  on 
this  fubject  is  this — that  the  bed;  taxes  are  thofe  on  confumption ; and  the  world 
thofe  on  property. 

On  the  Propoftiqn  of  the  Oeconomifles  for  an  Union  of  all  Taxes  on  Land, 

If  the  preceding  ideas  have  any  thing  of  truth  in  them,  this  fyrtem  mull  be 
grofiy  falfe  and  mifchievous.  I know  not  whether  Mr.  Locke  were  the  origi- 
nal father  of  the  doctrine,  that  all  taxes,  laid  in  any  manner  whatfoever,  fall  ul- 
timately on  land ; but  whoever  ftarted  or  fupported  it,  contributed  towards  the 
eftablifhment  of  one  of  the  moft  dangerous  abfurdities  that  ever  difgraced  com- 
mon feme.  To  enter  largely  into  a refutation  of  the  maxim  would  be  ufelefs, 
as  Sir  James  Stuart,  in  his  Principles  of  Political  O economy,  has,  with  great  force 
of  reafoning,  laid  it  in  the  dull:.  It  was  upon  this  falfe  and  vicious  theory 
that  the  oeconomirtes  propofed  to  abforb  all  the  imports  of  France  in  a lingle 
land-tax.  Grant  the  erroneous  datum,  that  every  tax  whatever,  on  confumption 
or  otherwife,  is  really  borne  by  the  land,  and  their  conclurton  is  jurt,  that  it 
would  be  better  and  cheaper  to  lay  on  the  impofition  direCtly,  in  the  firft  in- 
rtance,  than  indirectly  and  circuitoufly : but  the  original  idea  being  abfolutely 
mirtaken,  the  conclurton  falls  of  courfe.  “ Mais  que  pretendez  vous  done  obtenir 
par  cette  regie  fi  menapante  & rt  difpendieufe  ? De  V argent.  Et  furquoi  pre- 
nez-vous  cet  argent  ? Sur  des  productions.  Et  d’ou  viennent  ces  productions  ? 
De  la  terre . Allez  done  plutot  puifer  a la  fource,  & demandez  un  partage  re- 
gulier,  fixe  & proportionnel  du  produit  net  du  territoire'f.”  What  arteries  of 
grofs  errors  is  found  in  this  fhort  partage ; almoft  as  many  as  there  are  words. 
The  contrary  is  the  fart ; for  thefe  taxes  are  ?iot  railed  on  productions ; and  thele 
objeCts  do  not  arife  from  the  land;  and  by  laying  land-taxes  you  do  ?iot  dig  at 
the  fource,  unlefs  you  could  impofe  land-taxes  in  foreign  countries  as  well  as 
your  own.  What  trifling  is  it  to  repeat,  again  and  again,  the  fame  jargon  of 
ideas,  without  faying  one  word  of  the  powerful  refutation  which  the  above- 
noted  Britifh  writer  has  poured  on  the  whole  fyrtem  ? Let  the  National  Af- 
fembly  lay  twenty-feven  ‘vingtiemes  in  a varying  land-tax,  and  then  let  the 
ruined  kingdom  come  to  thefe  virtonaries  for  the  balm  of  their  noiroelle  fcience , 
their  phyfiocratie , and  their  tableau  ceconomique  ! The  Noblefle  of  Guienne  give 
it  as  their  opinion,  that  an  import  en  nature  fur  les fruits,  that  is  to  lay,  a tythe, 
is  the  beft  tax  Jo  The  clergy  of  Chalons  alk  the  fame  thing,  and  that  it  may 
abforb  all  others  J ; but  the  nobility  of  the  fame  place  declare  exprefsly  againrt 

* he  Tfrane^  tom.  i.  p.  323.  f Gahier  d»  la  JSfsbleJfe  de  Guienne , p.  20. 

X Gahier  du  Cierge  de  Chalons  fur  Marne,  p.  XI. 
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it*.  The  Abbe  Raynal,  with  all  his  ingenuity,  falls  into  the  common  error  ■f*, 
and  calls  a cadaftre  une  belle  inftitution.  Monf.  de  Mirabeaut  has  entered  at 
large  into  a defence  of  this  fyftem,  by  {hewing  that  there  are  great  inconve- 
niencies  in  taxes  on  confumption  ; this  every  one  mu  ft  grant : I know  of  but 
two  taxes  that  are  free  from  inconveniencies,  the  poft-office  and  turnpikes ; all 
others  abound  with  them  ; but  to  dwell  on  the  inconveniencies  of  excifes,  with- 
out {hewing  that  they  exceed  thofe  of  land-taxes,  is  ahfurd  : you  had  in  France 
taxes  on  confumption  to  the  amount  of  260,000,000 ; we  have  them  in  England 
to  a. greater  amount ; the  only  queftion  really  to  the  purpofe  is  this,  can  you  bear 
an  additional  land-tax  to  that  amount,  in  confequence  of  the  benefit  that  would 
refult  from  taking  off  the  taxes  on  confumption  ? Monf.  Necker  has  anfwered 
this  queftion,  with  relation  to  France,  in  a manner  that  ought  to  fhut  the 
mouths  of  the  ceconomiftes  for  ever ; and  in  England  there  can  be  but  one 
opinion  : we  are  able  to  bear  the  taxes  as  they  are  laid  at  prefent  • but  if  they 
were  ,all  abforbed  on  land,  agriculture  would  receive  at  one  ftroke  its  mortal 
wound,  and  the  nation  would  fink  into  utter  ruin.  We  know,  from  experience, 
that  the  landed  intereft  cannot  pollibly  draw  back  their  taxes ; this  truth, 
founded  on  incontrovertible  fadts,  is  decifive  ; and  if  they  cannot  draw  them 
back,  how  is  the  rental  of  twenty  millions  to  bear  land-taxes  to  the  amount  of 
feventeen  millions  ? And  of  what  account  is  the  myftical  jargon  of  a new 
dialed!  || , relying  on  theory  alone,  when  oppoled  to  the  innumerable  fadts 
which  the  prefent  ftate  of  every  country  in  Europe  exhibits  ? This  circumftance 
of  drawing  back  a tax,  which,  with  all  well  imagined  duties  on  confumption,  is 
univerfally  effected,  but  is  abfolutely  impracticable  with  land-taxes,  is  the  great 
hinge  on  which  this  inquiry  really  turns.  When  Monf.  Necker  fhews,  that  if 
the  ceconomical  ideas  were  realized,  there  muft  be  twenty-eight  ving- 
tiemes  raifed  in  France ; and  when  it  is  confidered,  that  in  England  the  rental 
of  the  kingdom  is  but  a fifth  § more  than  the  taxes  of  it,  we  poiTefs  in  both 
cafes  the  cleared:  and  moft  explicit  proofs  that  there  would  be  an  utter  impoi- 
fibility  to  commute  the  prefent  taxes  in  either  country,  unlefs  it  were  at  the 
fame  time  proved,  that  landlords  could,  in  the  price  of  their  products,  draw 
back  fome  enormous  taxes,  the  mere  advance  of  which  would  be  an  intolerable 
burthen.  But  as  it  is  manifeft,  from  fadts  equally  explicit,  that  no  land-tax  can 
be  drawn  back ; that  the  produdt  of  land  taxed  at  4s.  in  the  pound  fells  precilely 
at  the  fame  price  as  that  of  land  taxed  at  no  more  than  qd. ; and  that  prices 
never  vary  in  the  leaft  in  England  from  the  land-tax  being  at  is.  or  4s.  in  the 
pound;  nor  in  France  when  land  pays  one  or  three  vingtiem.es ; when  we  are 

* Cahier , p.  II.  f Etab.  des  Europ.  4to.  tom.  iv.  p.  640.  X De  la  lidon.  Erujf.  tom.  iv.  p.  53. 

}j  The  writings  of  the  ceconomiftes  fcriiti  in  un  certo  dialetto  mijlico.  Impcjl  fecondc  ¥ or  dine  della 
naiura.  i2mo.  171.  p.  15.  § Including  poor  rates  and  tythes,  taxes  exceed  the  rental. 
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in  poffefiion,  I fay,  o£  faCts  fo  decifive,  there  is  the  cleared  ground  to  conclude, 
that  the  idea  is  vifionary ; that  fuch  an  extenfion  of  land-taxes  is  utterly  imprac- 
ticable ; and  that  every  attempt  towards  the  execution  of  thefe  plans  mail  be 
immediately  pernicious  to  agriculture,  and  ultimately  ruinous  to  every  intereft 
in  the  Hate. 

Relative  to  the  utter  impofiibility  of  extending  land-taxes  in  England  to  fuch 
a degree  as  to  include  all  others,  I have  it  in  my  power  to  refer  to  an  inftance  of 
our  taxation  moil  correctly  given.  I have  inferted  in  the  Annals  of  Agriculture , 
No.  86,  an  account  of  all  the  taxes  I pay  for  my  e if  ate  in  Suffolk;  and  in  that 
account  it  appears,  that  the  track  of  land  which  pays  me  net  229I.  12s.  yd.  pays 
to  the  burthens  of  the  public  219I.  18s.  $d.  Deducting  from  fifteen  millions 
and  a half  (the  net  revenue  of  Great  Britain)  thofe  taxes  which  enter  into  that 
fium  of  21 9!.  1 8s.  5a.  there  remains  ten  millions  and  a half;  and  as  the  prefent 
land-tax,  at  two  millions,  burthens  me  40I.  a year,  an  additional  one  of  ten  mil- 
lions and  a half  would  confequently  lay  the  further  burthen  of  five  and  a half 
times  as  much,  or  220I. ; that  is  to  lay,  it  would  leave  me  the  net  receipt  of 
9I.  for  the  whole  clear  income  of  my  efiate ! Perhaps  the  ceconomifies  never 
received,  directly  from  faCts,  fo  convincing  a proof  as  this  infiance  offers,  of  the 
utter  impracticability  of  their  prepofterous  fchemes.  Yet  thefe  are  the  prin- 
ciples, forry  I am  to  remark,  that  feem  at  prefent  to  govern  the  National  Af- 
fembly  in  matters  of  finance.  To  their  honour,  however — greatly  to  their  honour 
- — they  do  not  feem  inclined  to  go  all  the  lengths  which  Lome  of  their  members 
with  for : 44  puifque  l’interet  bien  entendu  deces  trois  grandes  fources  de  la  prolpe- 
rite  des  nations,  appuye  des  noms  impofans  de  Quefnay,  de  Turgot,  de  Gour- 
n ay,  de  Mirabeau  le  pere,  de  la  Riviere,  de  Condorcet,  de  Schmidt,  & de  Leo - 
fold,  & develop pe  de  nouveau  dans  ces  derniers  m omens  avec  unelogique  fi  vi- 
gcureufe  par  M.  Farcet  n’a  pas  encore  perfuade  cette  arbitraire  inconfequente  & 
defpotique  reine  gu  monde  qu'on  appelle  1’opinion*.”  One  cannot  but  fmile 
at  the  figure  the  great  Leopold  makes ; he  is  put  in  the  rear,  I fuppofe,  becaule 
he  never  realized,  in  any  one  inffance,  the  land-tax  of  the  ceconomifies,  much 
to  his  credit. 

The  mifchievous,  and  indeed  infamous  abufes  in  the  collection  of  th egalelles, 
droits  a aides,  and  droits  de  trades,  &c.  have  certainly  been  in  a great  meafure 
the  origin  of  that  prejudice,  io  general  in  France  againfi  taxes  on  confiumption: 
the  cruelties  practifed  in  the  collection,  have  been  falfely  fuppofed  to  flow,  of  ne- 
cefiity,  from  the  nature  of  the  taxes  ; but  we  know,  from  long  experience,  the 
contrary  in  England  ; and  that  excifes,  to  a vaft  amount,  may  be  raifed  without 
any  fuch  cruelties,  as  have  been  commonly  praCtifed  by  the  old  government  in 
France.  I am  very  far  from  contending  that  thefe  taxes  in  England  are  free 
* De  auelqu.es  ameliorations  dans  la  perception  de  Pimpot , par  M.  Dupont,  p.  7. 
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from  abufes  3 and  I am  ferffible,  that  there  are  cafes  in  which  the  dealers  in  ex- 
cifed  commodities  feel  themfelves  hardly  dealt  by  3 and  that  liberty  is  attacked 
in  their  operation  : but  everyone  muftalfo  befeniible,  that  land-taxes  are  not 
free  from  objections  equally  ftrong.  When  the  collector  demands  fums  that  are 
out  of  the  power  of  the  individual  to  pay,  and  feizes,  by  didrefs,  the  goods  and 
chattels,  to  fell  them,  perhaps,  for  half  their  value 3 — when  we  fee  the  people 
flopping  up  their  windows,  denying  themfelves  the  enjoyment  even  of  light 
itfelf,  and  fubmitting  to  live  in  dampnefs  and  in  darknefs,  rather  than  pay  a 
cruel  tax  on  the  property  of  houfes  3 when  fuch  hardfhips  occur,  it  furely  will 
not  be  thought,  that  it  is  duties  on  confumption  only,  that  open  to  fuch  abufes  3 
every  fort  of  tax,  except  the  poll-office,  is  a heavy  evil,  and  the-  only  enquiry 
is,  of  fo  many  ills,  which  is  leafl  ? 

The  fmallnefs  of  the  properties  in  land,  is  another  infuperable  objection  to  land- 
taxes  in  France  : if  fairly  laid  to  the  real  value,  on  the  poffeffion  of  a few  acres, 
they  become  the  fource  of  great  mifery : the  man  whofe  land  gives  him  barely 
the  neceffaries  of  life,  has  nothing  to  fpare  for  direCt  taxes  3 he  mull  depend  for 
paying  them  on  feme  other  employment  at  bell  precarious,  in  a kingdom  where 
population  goes  fo  much  beyond  employment,  and  where  numbers  flarve  from 
inability  of  maintenance.  If,  to  avoid  thefe  evils,  exemptions  from  the  tax  are 
given  them,  thefe  fmail  properties,  the  parent  and  origin,  at  bell,  of  fuch  mul- 
tiplied diflrefs,  receive  a direCt  encouragement,  than  which  a more  cruel  policy 
could  not  be  embraced.  The  only  meafure  that  would  remedy  both  evils,  is  to 
prohibit  the  divifion  of  landed  property  into  portions,  below  the  ability  of  paying 
duties  3 or  elfe,  to  reject  land-taxes  altogether.  A grofs  evil  of  thefe  diredt  im- 
pods  is,  that  of  moneyed  men,  or  capitalifls , efcaping  all  taxation  : none  but 
duties  on  confumption  affect  them.  In  countries  where  land-taxes  abound, 
thefe  men  will  never  become  proprietors,  for  the  fimpled  reafon,  ‘becaufe  thefe 
taxes  reduce  the  profit  of  poffeffing  land  below  the  profit  of  other  inveffments. 
They  live  upon  the  intered  of  money  in  the  public  funds  3 and  the  cleared;  prin- 
ciples of  judice,  call  for  a fyftem  of  taxation  that  ihail  bring  thefe  men  within 
its  fphere  3 this  is  only  to  be  done  by  taxes  on  confumption  3 by  excifes, 
cufloms,  damps,  entrees , &c.  3 and  is  a powerful  reafon  for  multiplying  fuch 
taxes,  indead  of  thofe  on  land.  Under  the  regimen  of  land-taxes,  all  foreigners 
redding  in  a kingdom  abfolutely  efcape  taxation  3 but  with  duties  on  confump- 
tion they  are  made  to  contribute  equally  -with  the  natives  3 in  fuch  a kingdom 
as  France,  which  always  did,  and  ever  will,  attract  many  drangers,  this  is  an 
object  of  feme  confequence.  But,  perhaps,  the  greated  objection  to  taxes  upon 


land  is,  their  preventing  all  improvements  in  agriculture,  if  they  are  equal  - and, 
if  unequal,  carrying  with  them  the  greated  principle  of  injudice,  by  being  de- 
fective in  the  firft  requifite  of  all  taxation.  The  greated  friends  to  this  fpecies 
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of  impofition,  acknowledges  the  necefiity  of  being  equal.  It  is  this  that  induces 
the  Abbe  Raynal  to  call  a cadajire  une  belle  injlitution  ; and  a late  writer  declares, 
<e  II  n’eh  point  de  Pays  ou.  il  ne  foil  necehaire  d’inventorier  tout  le  territoire  dans 
le  plus  grand  detail  d’enregihrer  chaque  portion,  d’en  connoitre  les  mutations 
d’en  evaluer  le  revenu  & ou  fi  Ton  defire  de  perpetuer  1’impofition  egale  & pro- 
portionelle  ii  ne  foit  indifpenfable  de  fuivre  la  progreffion  du  revenue  * — and 
this  method  he  explains  afterwards,  by  afferting  the  abfolute  necefiity  of  having  a 
new  valuation  every  nine  years ; and  he  finds  fault  -f*  with  the  King  of  Sardinia’s 
cadajire , becaufe  the  valuation  has  never  been  renewed.  Another  of  thefe  poli- 
ticians-obferves,  that  the  excellency  of  a tythe,  as  a mode  of  taxation,  is,  that  if 
improvements  are  extended,  or  lands  cultivated  with  more  care,  the  revenue  of 
the  hate  increafes  with  it  J.  In  the  fame  fpirit,  many  of  the  cahiers  demanded 
the  fuppreffion  of  all  duties  on  confumption  ||. — I could  multiply  fuch  fenti- 
ments  aimed:  to  fill  a volume,  if  I were  to  go  back  to  conduit  the  deluge  of 
writings  which  infehed  France  five- and- twenty  years  ago,  but  I quote  only 
fome  living  authors,  who  hold  thefe  pernicious  dodtrines  at  prefent,  and  whole 
writings  are  received  with  fubmiflion  by  the  National  AfTembly,  adopted,  and 
in  part  carried  into  execution. 

Thus  would  thefe  writers  rejedt  the  only  advantage  found  in  the  land-taxes 
of  Milan,  Piedmont,  and  England,  that  of  permenance  : they  call  for  valu- 
ations of  every  improvement  the  moment  it  is  effected  in  order  to  tax  it,  to 
what  amount  ? To  that  of  abforbing  all  the  impofts  of  a modern  hate,  to  the 
amount  of  twenty-feven  vingtiemes  in  France;  and  to  that  of  a rental  of  twenty 
millions  paying  feventeen  in  England  ! To  reafon  upon  fuch  extravagance 
would  be  an  idle  wafbe  of  time  ; but  I fhall  not  difmifs  the  fubjedt  without  re- 
marking, that  if  the  National  AfTembly  adopts  the  tax  recommended  by  their 
committee,  of  300  millions,  and  fhould,  upon  thefe  principles,  make  it  a va- 
riable one,  though  never  rifing  in  its  amount  above  that  fum,  the  mere  muta- 
tion of  eafing  a wretched,  poor,  flovenly  farmer,  and  loading  proportionally  an 
improving  one,  will  abfolutely  prohibit  all  ameliorations  of  the  national  agri- 
culture : and  if  they  fhall  draw  thefe  variations  to  the  profit  of  the  hate,  by  in- 
creafing  the  total  fum  proportionably  to  fuch  improvements,  they  will  hill 
prevent  them,  as  no  man  will  inveh  his  capital  in  any  induhrious  employment 
in  which  the  hate  taxes  his  profits. 

Duties  on  confumption  do  not  affect  the  induhrious,  they  fall  principally  on 
the  idle  confumer,  where  they  ought  to  fall,  and  confequently  manufacturers 

* Le  Trane  Ad.  Prcv.  tom.  i.  pref.  xiV.  f Ibid.  p.  235. 

J Plan  dl  Admin.  des  Finances , par  M.  Malport.  1787.  p.  34* 

J|  Noblejfe  ds  Lyon^  p.  16.  Bugey^  p.  28.  Troyes  Tiers  Etat^  art.  13.  Etampes^  art.  33.  INhrxs,  p-  44* 
There  is  not  a tax  exifting  in  France,  which  is  not  demanded  in  fome  cahier  to  he  fupprefied. 
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and  merchants,  as  we  have  ample  experience  in  England,  are  not  deterred  from 
inverting  their  capitals  in  employments  fubjedted  to  thofe  taxes,  for  their  profits 
abfolutely  efcape  the  tax,  till  by  a voluntary  confumption  they  clafs  themfelves 
(in  fpending  thofe  profits),  among  the  non-induftrious ; then  they  not  only 
advance  the  tax,  but  really  pay  it,  as  it  is  right  they  rtiould ; but  with  land- 
taxes  the  cafe  is  totally  different,  becaufe  they  cannot  be  drawn  back  ; an  in- 
duftrious  manufacturer  calculates  the  profits  his  capital  wdll  yield  him  under 
the  preffure  of  taxes  on  confumption ; he  eftimates  the  advance  only  of  the 
tax,  charging  upon  his  goods  the  interert  of  that  advance,  and  thus  the  tax  is 
to  him  merely  inconvenience,  in  requiring  a larger  capital ; but  an  induftrious 
farmer,  calculating  in  like  manner,  the  profit  of  his  capital  inverted  under  the 
preffure  of  land-taxes,  finds,  in  a moment,  that  with  him  it  is  not  merely 
advancing  the  tax,  but  actually  paying  and  bearing  it ; it  comes  then  imme- 
diately upon  him  as  a deduction  from  his  profit ; and  if  it  is  proportional  and 
equal,  not  a fhilling  of  that  profit  efcapes.  What  is  the  felf-evident  confe- 
quence  ? Mort:  clearly  that  he  will  not  make  fuch  an  inveftment,  but  turn  hisr 
money  to  other  employments  that  will  pay  him  better  : and  can  it  be  neceffary, 
at  this  time  of  day,  to  point  out  the  mifchief  of  turning  capitals  from  agri- 
culture to  any  other  employment ; or,  which  is  the  fame  thing,  preventing 
their  being  inverted  in  it  ? 

As  I haye  mentioned  feveral  writers  in  favour  of  land-taxes,  in  terms  of  that 
condemnation,  abfolutely  neceffary  by  a friend  of  agriculture,  it  is  no  more  than 
juftice  to  obferve,  that  France  contains  fome  others,  whofe  writings  are  free 
from  this  great  objection.  Monf.  Necker,  in  his  treatife  on  the  adminiftration 
of  the  finances,  gives  the  preference  to  taxes  on  confumption,  and  rtiews  the  ut- 
ter impoffibility  of  a land-tax  abforbing  all  others.  The  Marquis  de  Cafiaux  * 
alfo  has  attempted,  with  much  force  of  reafon,  to  prove,  that  the  land-taxes  of 
France  and  England  ought  to  be  converted  into  duties  on  confumption . And  fome 
of  the  beft  writers  of  that  vart  colledtion,  in  which  the  phyfiocratical  fcience  ori- 
ginated, are  of  the  fame  opinion.  Proportional  imports,  on  the  confumption  of 
commodities  are  the  moft  juft,  the  moft  productive,  and  the  leaf  burthenfome  to  a 
■people,  becaufe  paid  daily  and  imperceptibly  -f*.  And  the  nobility  of  Quercy  have, 
in  their  cahier , a pafiage,  which  does  honour  to  their  good  fenfe  : C£  Confiderant 
cue  1’impot  indirect  a l’inappreciable  avantage  d’une  perception  imperceptible 
6c  fpontanee  : que  le  contribuable  ne  la  paye  qif  au  moment  ou  il  en  a les 
moyens  : qu’il  frappe  far  les  capital iftes  dont  le  genre  de  fortune  echappe  a toute 
autre  impct : que  la  meafure  des  confirm  matrons  etant  en  general  celle  des 

riche  lies  il  attemt  par  fa  nature  a une  juflerte  de  repartition  d’ont  I’impot  diredt 

« 

* fidechavjgme  des  Societies , 8vo.  1785.  p.  222. 

t roncycic-^edie.  folio,  tom.  via.  p.  602. 
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n’efi  pas  fuceptible  — Thefe  are  fierling  and  wife  principles,  in  few  words, 
developed  in  the  moft  firiking  features. 


Of  Simplicity  in  'Taxation . 

So  many  of  the  cahiers  of  France  unite  with  the  ceconomijles , in  calling  for  the 
utmoff  fimplicity  in  taxation,,  by  means  of  one  only  and  uniform  proportional 
impoff  on  land,  that  it  merits  a fhort  inquiry,  how  far  this  theory  of  fimplicity  is, 
in  itfelf,  deierving  of  the  ideas  entertained  of  it.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the 
advantage  of  a cheap  collection  attending  this  or  any  plan  of  limplicity ; but 
there  are  reafons  for  thinking  that  this  benefit  would  be  purchafed  at  an  ex- 
pence a thoufand  times  greater  than  it  is  worth.  I do  not  love  recurring  to, 
or  depending  altogether  on  reafoning,  when  fadts  are  at  hand  on  which  we  can 
build  our  conclufions : the  taxes  of  England  are  infinitely  various  ; much  more 
fb  than  thofe  of  France,  elpecially  in  the  articles  of  excifes  and  damps  ; our 
taxes  are  alfo  very  great ; in  proportion  to  the  population  of  the  kingdom,  much 
more  than  double  thofe  of  France ; yet,  with  this  vafi  burthen,  they  are  borne 
by  the  people  with  much  more  eafe  than  the  French  nation  bears  lefs  than  the 
half.  This  is  to  be  attributed  not  to  one  caufe  only,  but  to  many ; but  amonglb 
thole  caufes,  I believe,  will  be  found  this  great  variety  of  points  on  which  they 
bear.  The  mere  circumfiance  of  taxes  being  very  numerous,  in  order  to  raife  a 
given  fum,  is  a confiderable  ftep  towards  equality  in  the  burthen  falling  on 
the  people  ; If  I w~as  to  define  a good  iyfiem  of  taxation,  it  fhould  be  that  of 
hearing  lightly  on  an  infinite  number  of  points , heavily  on  none . In  other  words, 
that  fimplicity  in  taxation  is  the  greatefi  additional  weight  that  can  be  given  to 
taxes,  and  ought,  in  every  country,  to  be  moft  feduloufiy  avoided. — ‘By  a 
fyftem  of  fimplicity  in  taxation,  let  it  be  exerted  in  whatever  method,  whether 
on  land,  on  perfons,  or  on  confumption,  there  wfill  always  be  clafies  of  the 
people  much  lighter  taxed  than  other  clafies ; and  this  inequality  wfill  throw 
an  opprefiive  burthen  on  thofe  who  are  moil  expofed  to  the  operation  of 
whatever  tax  is  chofen.  No  one  is  a greater  enemy  than  I am  to  land-taxes  ■> 
but  fuch  is  the  advantage  of  an  extremely  various  iyfiem,  that  I wrou!d  not  con- 
tend for  taking  them  entirely  off  in  any  country.  A land-tax  of  6d.  gd.  or  per- 
haps is.  in  the  pound,  but  permanent,  would  be  fo  light  a burthen,  that  it 
might  be  borne,  wfithout  the  mifchief  of  impeding  agriculture.  Taxes  on 
windows  are  amongft  the  very  worff  that  can  be  laid ; but  as  far  as  3d.  each, 
might  not  be  liable  to  much  objection.  Unfortunately  for  France,  the  fa- 
vourite idea  there  is  the  very  contrary  one — that  of  fimplicity.  It  would  have 
been  wife  not  abfolutely  to  fiipprefs  any  one  of  their  taxes,  not  even  the  ga~ 
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belle  itfelf : removing  the  abufes  that  flow  from  farming  a revenue,  introducing 
into  the  receipt  the  miidnefs  of  a free  government,  and  changing  entirely  the 
mode  of  collection,  would  have  removed  the  chief  objections  to  thofe  taxes 
which  have  been  abolifhed,  and  have  faved  the  enormous  evil,  now  neceffary, 
of  loading  land.  This  fubjeCt  is  a fruitful  one,  worthy  the  attention  of  able 
pens  exprefsly  employed  on  it,  the  rapid  {ketches  which  can  alone  be  given  by 
a traveller  will  allow  of  mere  hints. 


CHAP.  XXL 

On  the  Revolution  of  France * 

^"jpHE  grofs  infamy  which  attended  lettres  de  cachet  and  the  Saddle,  during  the 
whole  reign  of  Louis  XV.  made  them  efleemed  in  England,  by  people  not 
well  informed,  as  the  mod  prominent  features  of  the  defpotifm  of  France.  They 
were  certainly  carried  to  an  excefs  . hardly  credible  ; to  the  length  of  being  fold, 
with  blanks,  to  be  filled  up  with  names  at  the  pleafure  of  the  purchafer ; who 
was  thus  able,  in  the  gratification  of  private  revenge,  to  tear  a man  from  the 
bofom  of  his  family,  and  bury  him  in  a dungeon,  where  he  would  exid  forgotten, 
and  die  unknown  * 1 — But  fuch  excefies  could  not  be  common  in  any  coun- 

* An  anecdote,  which  I have  from  an  authority  to  be  depended  on,  will  explain  the  profligacy  of 
government,  in  refpedt  to  thefe  arbitrary  imprifonments.  Lord  Albemarle,  when  ambafiador  in 
France,  about  the  year  1753,  negotiating  the  fixing  of  the  limits  of  the  American  colonies,  which,  three 
years  after,  produced  the  war,  calling  one  day  on  the  minifter  for  foreign  affairs,  was  introduced,  for 
a few  minutes,  into  his  cabinet,  while  he  fmilhed  a fhort  converfation  in  the  apartment  in  which  he 
ufually  received  thofe  who  conferred  with  him.  As  his  lordfhip  'walked  backwards  and  forwards,  in  a 
very  fmali  room  (a  French  cabinet  is  never  a large  one),  he  could  not  help  feeing  a paper  lying  on  the 
table,  written  in  a large  legible  hand,  and  containing  a lift  of  the  prifoners  in  the  Baftile,  in  which 
the  firft  name  was  Gordon.  When  the  minifter  entered,  lord  Albemarle  apologized  for  his  involun- 
tary remarking  the  paper  ; the  other  replied  that  it  was  not  of  the  leaft  confequenee,  for  they  made  no 
fecret  of  the  names.  Lord  A.  then  faid,  that  he  had  feen  the  name  of  Gordon  firft  in  the  lift,  and  he 
begged  to  know,  as  in  all  probability  the  perfon  of  this  name  was  a Britifla  fubjecft,  on  what  account 
he  had  been  put  into  the  Baftile.  The  minifter  told  him  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  matter,  but 
would  make  the  proper  inquiries.  The  next  time  he  faw  lord  Albemarle,  he  informed  him,  that,  cn 
inquiring  into  the  cafe  of  Gordon,  he  could  find  no  perfon  who  could  give  him  the  leaft  information 
on  which  he  had  had  Gordon  himfelf  interrogated,  who  folemnly  affirmed,  that  he  had  not  the  final  left  . 
knowledge,  or  even  fufpicion,  of  the  caufe  of  his  imprifonment,  but  that  he  had  been  confined  30 
years  ; however,  added  the  minifter,  I ordered  him  to  be  immediately  releafed,  and  he  is  now  at  large. 
Such  a cafe  wants  no  comment. 
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try  ; and  they  were  reduced  almofl  to  nothing,  from  the  acceffion  of  the  prefent 
King.  The  great  mafs  of  the  people,  by  which  I mean  the  lower  and  middle 
ranks,  could  fuffer  very  little  from  fuch  engines,  and  as  few  of  them  are  objedts 
of  jealoufy,  had  there  been  nothing  elfe  to  complain  of,  it  is  not  probable  they 
would  ever  have  been  brought  to  take  arms.  Theabufes  attending  the  levy  of 
taxes  were  heavy  and  univerfal.  The  kingdom  was  parcelled  into  generalities, 
with  an  intendant  at  the  head  of  each,  into  whofe  hands  the  whole  power  of  the 
crown  was  delegated  for  every  thing  except  the  military  authority ; but  particu- 
larly for  all  affairs  of  finance.  The  generalities  were  fabdivided  into  elections,  at 
the  head  cf  which  was  a fuh-delegue , appointed  by  the  intendant.  The  rolls  of 
the  taille , capitation , vingtiemes , and  other  taxes,  were  difrributed  among  difr ricis, 
parifhes,  and  individuals,  at  the  pleafure  of  the  intendant,  who  could  exempt, 
change,  add,  or  diminifh  at  pleafure.  Such  an  enormous  power,  conflantiy  act- 
ing, and  from  which  no  man  was  free,  muff,  in  the  nature  of  things,  degene- 
rate in  many  cafes  intoabfolute  tyranny.  It  muff  be  obvious,  that  the  friends, 
acquaintances,  and  dependents  of  the  intendant,  and  of  all  his  fub-delegues , and 
the  friends  of  thefe  friends,  to  a long  chain  of  dependence,  might  be  favoured 
in  taxation  at  the  expence  of  their  miferable  neighbours  ; and  that  noblemen,  in 
favour  at  court,  to  whofe  protection  the  intendant  himfelf  would  naturally  look 
up,  could  find  little  difficulty  in  throwing  much  of  the  weight  of  their  taxes  on 
others,  without  a iimilar  fiipport.  Inflances,  and  even  grofs  ones,  have  been 
reported  to  me  in  many  parts  of  the  kingdom,  that  made  me  fhudder-at  the  op- 
preffion  to  which  numbers  muff  have  been  condemned,  by  the  undue  favours 
granted  to  fuch  crooked  influence.  But,  without  recurring  to  fuch  cafes,  what 
muff  have  been  the  hate  of  the  poor  people  paying  heavy  taxes,  from  which  the 
nobility  and  clergy  were  exempted  ? A cruel  aggravation  of  their  mifery,  to  fee 
ihofe  who  could  heft  afford  to  pay,  exempted  becaufe  able  ! — The  inrollments 
for  the  militia,  which  the  cahiers  call  an  injnjlice  without  example  *,  were  ano- 
ther dreadful  fcourge  on  the  peafantry  ; and,  as  married  men  were  exempted 
from  it,  cccafioned  in  feme  degree  that  mifehievous  population,  which  brought 
beings  into  the  world,  in  order  for  little  elfe  than  to  be  ffarved.  The  corvees , 
or  police  of  the  roads,  were  annually  the  ruin  of  many  hundreds  of  farmers  ; 
more  than  300  were  reduced  to  beggary  in  filling  up  one  vale  in  Loraine  : all 
thefe  epprefiions  fell  on  the  tiers  etat  only  ; the  nobility  and  clergy  having  been 
equally  exempted  from  failles , militia,  and  corvee's.  The  penal  code  of  finance 
makes  one  fhudder  at  the  horrors  of  puhifhment  inadequate  to  the  crime  A 
few  features  will  funiciently  characterize  the  old  government  of  France  : 

1 

* 17oh.  Brtey , p.  6.  &c.  &C. 
i It  is  calculated  by  a writer  (Rechsrches  et  Cortfid.  par  Al.  le  Baron  de  Cormere j tom.  ii.  p.  187.),  very 
v/eli  informed  on  every  (abject  of  finance,  that,  upon  an  average,  there  were  annually  taken  up  and 
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1.  Smugglers  of  fait,  armed  and  affembled  to  the  number  of  five,  in 
Provence,  a fine  of  500  liv.  and  nine  years  gal lies  ; — in  all  the  refi:  of  the 
kingdom,  death. 

2.  Smugglers  armed,  affembled,  but  in  number  under  five,  a fine  of  300  liv. 
and  three  years  gallies.  Second  offence,  death. 

3.  Smugglers,  without  arms,  but  wirh  horfes,  carts,  or  boats,  a fine  of  300 
liv.  if  not  paid , three  years  gallies.  Second  offence,  400  liv.  and  nine  years 
gallies. — In  Dauphine,  fecond  offence,  gallies  for  life.  In  P rovence,  five  years 
gallies. 

4.  Smugglers,  who  carry  the  fait  on  their  backs,  and  without  arms,  a fine  of 
200  liv.  and , if  not  paid , are  flogged  and  branded.  Second  offence,  a fine  of 
300  liv.  and  fix  years  gallies. 

5.  Women,  married  and  fingle,  fmugglers,  firfl  offence,  a fine  of  100  liv. 
Second,  500  liv.  Third,  flogged,  and  banijhed  the  kingdom  for  life.  Hufoands 
refiponfible  both  in  fine  and  body . 

6.  Children  fmugglers,  the  fame  as  women. — Fathers  and  mothers  refiponfible  $ 

and  for  defect  of  payment  flogged. 

Nobles,  if  fmugglers,  deprived  of  their  nobility  -}  and  their  houfies  razed  to 
the  ground. 

8.  Any  perfons  in  employments  (I  fuppofe  employed  in  the  fait- works  or  the 
revenue),  if  fmugglers,  death.  And  fuch  as  alii  ft  in  the  theft  of  fait  in  the 
tranfport,  hanged. 

9.  Soldiers  fmuggling,  with  arms,  are  hanged ; without  arms,  gallies  for 

life. 

10.  Buying  fmuggled  fait  to  refel  it,  the  fame  punifhments  as  for  f mug- 

gling.  ' 

1 1.  Perfons  in  the  fait  employments,  empowered  if  two>  or  one  with  two  wit - 
nefies , to  enter  and  examine  houfies  even  of  the  priviliged  orders. 

12.  All  families,  and  perfons  liable  to  the  taille , in  the  provinces  of  the 
Grand.es  Gab  elles  in-rolled,  and  their  confamption  of  fait  for  the  pot  and  falter  e 
(that  is  the  daily  confumption,  exclusive  of  faking  meat,  &c.  &c.)  ekknated  at 

fent  to  prifon  or  the  gallies.  Men,  2340.  ' Women,  896.  Children,  20  r.  Total,  3437*  300  of  thefe 
to  the  gallies  (tom.  i.  p.  112.)  The  fait  confifcated  from  thefe  miferables  amounted  to  12., 633  quia- 


£ais,  which,  at  the  mean  price  of  8 liv.  are  - - 101,064  liv. 

27721b.  cf  falted  flefh,  at  10 f.  - *3386 

1086  horfes,  at  50  liv  - - 5433°° 

52  carts,  at  150  liv.  •*  * 7->^°° 

Fines,  - - 53?2®7 

Seized  in  houfes  - * 105,530 


7lb. 


323,287 


6oo 


REVOLUTION. 


ylb.  a head  per  annum,  which  quantity  they  are  forced  to  buy  whether  they 
want  it  or  not,  under  the  pain  of  various  fines  according  to  the  cafe. 

The  Capit amer ies  were  a dreadful  fcourge  on  all  the  occupiers  of  land.  By 
this  term,  is  to  be  underdood  the  paramountfhip  of  certain  didricts,  granted  by 
the  king,  to  princes  of  the  blood,  by  which  they  were  put  in  poffeffion  of  the 
property  of  all  game,  even  on  lands  not  belonging  to  them  j and,  wrhat  is  very 
lingular,  on  manors  granted  long  before  to  individuals  -}  fo  that  the  eredting  of 
a di drift  into  a capitainerie , was  an  annihilation  of  ail  manerial  rights  to  game 
within  it.  This  was  a trifling  bufinefs,  in  comparison  of  other  circumftances  ; 
for,  in  fpeaking  of  the  prefervation  of  the  game  in  thefe  capitaineries , it  mud  be 
obferved,  that  by  game  mud  be  underdood  whole  droves  of  wild  boars,  and  herds 
of  deer  not  confined  by  any  wall  or  pale,  but  wandering,  at  pleafure,  over  the 
whole  country,  to  the  dedruction  of  crops  and  to  the  peopling  of  the  gallies  by 
the  wretched  peafants,  who  prefumed  to  kill  them,  in  order  to  fave  that  food 
which  was  -to  fupport  their  helplefs  children.  The  game  in  the  capitainerie 
of  Montceau,  in  four  parifhes  only,  did  mifchief  to  the  amount  of  184,263  liv. 
per  annum  *.  No  wonder  then  that  we  fhould  find  the  people  aiking, 
<e  Nous  demandon s a grand  cris  la  dejlriiciion  des  capitaineries  & celle  de  toute  forte 
de gibier  And  what  are  we  to  think  of  demanding,  as  a favour,  the  permif- 

don- — <e  De  nett  oyer  fes  grains  de  faucher  les  pres  art  if  dels,  & d’enlever  fes 
chanmes  fans  egard pour  la  perdrix  on  tout  autre  gibier  Now  an  Englidi  reader 

will  fcarcely  underdand  it  without  being  told,  that  there  were  numerous  edidls 
for  preferving  the  game  which  prohibited  weeding  and  hoeing,  led  the  young 
partridges  fhould  be  difturbed  5 deeping  feed,  led  it  fhould  injure  the  game  ma- 
nuring with  night  foil,  led  the  flavour  of  the  patridges  fhould  be  injured  by 
feeding  on  the  corn  fo  produced  ; mowing  hay,  &c.  before  a certain  time,  fo 
late  as  to  fpoil  many  crops  ; and  taking  away  the  Aubble,  which  would  deprive 
the  birds  of  fhelter.  The  tyranny  exercifed  in  thefe  capitaineries , which  extended 
over  400  leagues  of  country,  was  fo  great,  that  many  cahiers  demanded  the  utter 
fuppreiiion  of  them  |j.  Such  were  the  exertions  of  arbitrary  power  which  the 
lower  orders  felt  diredtiy  from  the  royal  authority ; but,  heavy  as  they  were,  it  is 
a quedion  whether  the  others,  differed  circuitoudy  through  the  nobility  and  the 
clergy,  were  not  yet  more  oppreflive  ? Nothing  can  exceed  the  complaints  made 
in  the  cahiers  under  this  head.  They  fpeak  of  the  difpenfation  of  juftice  in  the 
manerial  courts,  as  compriflng  every  fpecies  of  defpotifm  : the  didricts  inde ter- 
minate— appeals  endlefs — irreconcileable  to  liberty  andprofperity — and  irrevocably 


* Cahler  du  tiers  etai  de  Maaux , p.  49.  f De  Montes  and  Meulan , p.  38. 

£ Ibid,  p.  40. — Alfo,  Nob.  Cff  Tier  Eiat  de  Per  one,  p.  42.  De  Trois  ordres  de  liTontfort,  p.  28. 
j[  Cierge  de  P ravins  & Msntereau,  p.  35. — Clerge  de  Paris  p.  25. — (Her gi  de  Mantes  & Meulan, 
p.  45,  46.  Clerge  de  Laon,  p.  11, — Nob.  de  Nemours , p.  17. — Nob.  de  P arts,  p.  22. — Nob.  d’ Arras, 

p.  29. 
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profcribed  in  the  opinion  of  the  public* — augmentinglitigations— favouringevery 
ipecies  of  chicane — ruining  the  parties — not  only  by  enormous  expences  on  the 
mofl  petty  objedts,  but  by  a dreadful  lofs  of  time.  The  judges  commonly  ig- 
norant pretenders,  who  hold  their  courts  in  cabarets , and  are  absolutely  de- 
pendent on  the  feigneurs  -f*.  Nothing  can  exceed  the  force  of  expreffion  ufed  in 
painting  the  opprefiions  of  the  feigneurs,  in  confequence  of  their  feudal  powers. 
They  are  “ ‘vexations  qui font  Ic  plus  grand fleau  des  peuples%. — Efc/avage  afflig - 

eant  ||. — Ce  regime  defafreufe  § . That  the  feodalite  be  for  ever  abolished. 

The  countryman  is  tyrannically  enflaved  by  it.  Fixed  and  heavy  rents;  vexa- 
tious proceffes  to  fecure  them;  appreciated  unjufily  to  augment  them:  rents, 
folidairesy  and  revenchables ; rents,  cheantes , and  lev  antes ; fumages.  Fines  at 
every  change  of  the  property,  in  the  diredl  as  well  as  collateral  line ; feudal  re- 
demption ( retraite ) ; lines  on  fale,  to  the  8th  and  even  the  6th  penny ; redemp- 
tions ( r achats J injurious  in  their  origin,  and  hill  more  fo  in  their  extenfion : ba - 
nalite  of  the  mill  ^[,  of  the  oven,  and  of  the  wine  and  cyder-prefs  ; corvees  by 
cuftom;  corvees  by  ufage  of  the  fief;  corvees  eftablilhed  by  unjuh  decrees  ; 
corvees  arbitrary,  and  even  phantahical ; fervitudes ; preflations , extravagant  and 
burthemfome ; colledlions  by  afiefiments  incolledtible ; aveux , minus , impuniefe - 
mens',  litigations  ruinous  and  without  end : the  rod  of  feigneural  finance  for 
ever  lhaken  over  our  heads ; vexation,  ruin,  outrage,  violence,  and  deftrudtive 
fervitude,  under  which  the  pealants,  almofi:  on  a level  with  Polilh  Haves,  can  never 
but  be  miferable,  vile,  and  opprefied**.  They  demand  alfo,  that  the  ufe  of 
hand-mills  be  free ; and  hope  that  poherity,  if  poflible,  niay  be  ignorant  that 
feudal  tyranny  in  Bretagne,  armed  with  the  judicial  power,  has  not  blulhed  even 
in  thefe  times  at  breaking  hand-mills,  and  at  felling  annually  to  the  miferable 
the  faculty  of  bruiting  between  two  ftones  a meafure  of  buck-wheat  or  barleyf'd'* 
The  very  terms  of  thefe  complaints  are  unknown  in  England,  and  confequently 
untranslatable:  they  have  probably  arifen  long  fince  the  feudal  lyfiem  ceafed  in 
this  kingdom.  What  are  thefe  tortures  of  the  peafantry  in  Bretagne,  which  they 
call  chevancbes,  quint  nines , foule , faut  de  poifon,  baifer  de  marie  es ; chanfons ; tranf- 
pGrte  d’cenffnr  tin  charette ; filence  des  grenonilles  J J ; corvee  a mifericorde ; mi- 

* Rennes,  art,  12.  f Never  nois,  art.  43.  % Tier  Etat  de  Vannes,  p.  24. 

[j  T.  Etat  Clermont  Per  rand.  p.  52.  § T.  Etat.  Auxerre , art.  6. 

By  this  horrible  lav/,  the  people  are  bound  to  grind  their  corn  at  the  mill  of  the  feigneur  only;  to 
prefs  their  grapes  at  his  prefs  only;  and  to  bake  their  bread  in  his  oven;  by  which  means  the  bread  is 
often  fpoiled,  and  more  efpecialiy  wine,  fince  in  Champagne  thofe  grapes  which,  prefled  immediately, 
would  make  white  wine,  will,  by  waiting  for  the  prefs,  which  often  happens,  make  red  wine  only. 

**  Tiers 'Etat  Rennes,  p.  159.  ff  Rennes,  p.  57* 

This  is  a curious  article  : when  the  lady  of  the  feigneur  lies  in,  the  people  are  obliged  to  beat  the 
waters  in  marfhy  diftricls,  to  keep  the  frogs  fxlent,  that  £he  may  not  be  difturbed ; this  duty,  a very 
oppreflive  one,  is  commuted  an  to  a pecuniary  fine. 
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lads-,  hide;  ccuponage ; cartelage ; bar  age  ; foliage ; marechanjfee ; banvin;ban 
d'aout;  troujfes ; g din  age  ; river  age;  taillabilite  * vingtain ; Jierlage ; bordelage ; 
minage;  ban  de  vendanges  ; d accapte* . In  palling  through  many  of  the 

French  provinces,  I was  druck  with  the  various  and  heavy  complaints  of  the 
farmers  and  little  proprietors  of  the  feudal  grievances,  with  the  weight  of  which 
their  indudry  was  burthened ; but  I could  not  then  conceive  the  multiplicity  of  the 
fhackles  which  kept  them  poor  and  depreffed.  I underdood  it  better  afterwards, 
from  the  converfation  and  complaints  of  feme  grand  feigneurs,  as  the  revolution 
advanced ; and  I then  learned,  that  the  principal  rental  of  many  edates  confided  in 
fervices  and  feudal  tenures ; by  the  baneful  influence  of  which,  the  indudry  of 
the  people  was  almod  exterminated.  In  regard  to  the  oppreflions  of  the  clergy, 
as  to  tythes,  I mull  do  that  body  a juftice,  to  which  a claim  cannot  be  laid  in 
England.  Though  the  eccleflafldcal  tenth  was  levied  in  France  more  feverely 
than  ufual  in  Italy,  yet  was  it  never  exadted  with  fhch  horrid  greedinefs  as  is  at 
prefent  the  difgrace  of  England.  When  taken  in  kind,  no  fuch  thing  was 
known  in  any  part  of  France,  where  I made  inquiries,  as  a tenth : it  was  always- 
a twelfth,  or  a thirteenth,  or  even  a twentieth  of  the  produce.  And  in  no  part 
of  the  kingdom  did  a new  article  of  culture  pay  any  thing  : thus  turnips,  cab- 
bages, clover,  chicoree,  potatoes,  &c.  Sec.  paid  nothing.  In  many  parts,  mea- 
dows were  exempted.  Silk  worms  nothing.  Olives  in  feme  places  paid-in  more 
they  did  not.  Cows  nothing.  Lambs  from  the  12th  to  the  21ft.  Wool  no- 
thing.— Such  mildnefs,  in  the  levy  of  this  odious  tax,  is  abfelutely  unknown  in 
England.  But  mild  as  it  was,  the  burthen  to  people  groaning  under  fo  many 
other  oppreflions,  united  to  render  their  fltuation  fo  bad  that  no  charge  could 
be  for  the  worfeF-  But  thefe  were  not  all  the  evils  with  which  the  people  drag- 
gled. The  adminidration  of  judice  was  partial,  venal,  infamous.  I have,  in 
converfation  with  many  very  fenfible  men,  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
met  with  femething  of  content  with  their  government,  in  all  other  refpedts  than 
this;  but  upon  the  quedion  of  expecting  j udice  to  be  really  and  fairly  admini- 
dered,  every  one  confeffed  there  was  no  fuch  thing  to  be  looked  for.  The  con- 
duct of  the  parliaments  was  profligate  and  atrocious.  Upon  almod  every  caufe 
that  came  before  them,  intered  was  openly  made  with  the  judges  : and  wo  be- 
tided  the  man  who,  in  a caufe  to  fupport,  had  no  means  of  conciliating  favour, 
either  by  the  beauty  of  a handfome  wife,  or  by  other  methods.  It  has  been  laid, 
by  many  writers,  that  property  was  as  fecure  under  the  old  government  of  France 

% Refume  des  c abler s9  tom.  iii.  p.  316,  317. 

t They  have  found  Trice  how  erroneous  this  opinion  was,  and  that  great  as  their  evils  were,  they 
have  been  aggravated  into  a more  extirminating  defpotifm  under  the  fictitious  names  of  liberty  and 
equality. 
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as  it  is  in  England  ; and  the  affertlon  might  poflibly  be  true,  as  far  as  any  vio- 
lence from  the  King,  his  minillers,  or  the  great  was  concerned  : but  for  all  that 
mafs  of  property,  which  comes  in  every  country  to  be  litigated  in  courts  of 
juftice,  there  was  not  even  the  fhadow  of  fecurity,  unlefs  the  parties  were  totally 
and  equally  unknown,  and  totally  and  equally  honeft ; in  every  other  cafe,  he 
who  had  the  bell  intereft  with  the  judges,  was  fure  to  be  the  winner.  To  re- 
flecting minds,  the  cruelty  and  abominable  practice  attending  inch  courts  are  fuf- 
ficiently  apparent.  There  was  alfo  a circumftance  in  the  conftitution  of  thefe 
parliaments,  but  little  known  in  England,  and  which,  under  fuch  a government 
as  that  of  France,  muft  be  confldered  as  very  lingular.  They  had  the  power, 
and  were  in  the  conflant  practice  of  iffuing  decrees,  without  the  confent  of  the 
crown,  and  which  had  the  force  of  laws  through  the  whole  of  their  jurisdiction; 
and  of  all  other  laws,  thefe  were  fure  to  be  the  belt  obeyed ; for  as  all  infringe- 
ments of  them  were  brought  before  fovereign  courts,  compofed  of  the  fame  per- 
fons  who  had  enaCted  thefe  laws  (a  horrible  lyftem  of  tyranny !)  they  were  certain 
of  being  punifhed  with  the  laft  feverity.  It  mult  appear  llrange,  in  a govern- 
ment fo  defpotic  in  fome  refpeCts  as  that  of  France,  to  fee  the  parliaments  in  every 
part  of  the  kingdom  making  laws  without  the  King’s  confent,  and  even  in  de- 
fiance of  his  authority.  The  English,  whom  I met  in  France  in  1 789,  were  fur- 
prized  to  fee  fome  of  thefe  bodies  ifluing  arrets  againlt  the  export  of  corn  out  of 
the  provinces  fubjeCt  to  their  juriidiCtion,  into  the  neighbouring  provinces,  at  the 
fame  time  that  the  King,  through  the  organ  of  fo  popular  a minifter  as  Monk 
Necker,  was  decreeing  an  abfolutely  free  tranfport  of  corn  throughout  the  king- 
dom, and  even  at  the  requilition  of  the  National  Affembly  itfelf.  But  this  was 
nothing  new ; it  was  their  common  practice.  The  parliament  of  Rouen  paffed 
an  arret  againlt  killing  of  calves  ; it  was  a prepolterous  one,  and  oppofed  by 
adminiftration ; but  it  had  its  full  force ; and  had  a butcher  dared  to  offend 
againlt  it,  he  would  have  found,  by  the  rigour  of  his  punilhment,  who  was  his 
mailer.  Innoculation  was  favoured  by  the  court  in  Louis  XV. ’s  time;  but  the 
parliament  of  Paris  paffed  an  arret  againlt  it,  much  more  effective  in  prohibiting, 
than  the  favour  of  the  court  in  encouraging  that  practice.  Inltances  are  innu- 
merable, and  I may  remark,  that  the  bigotry,  ignorance,  falle  principles,  and 
tyranny  of  thefe  bodies  were  generally  confpicuous;  and  that  the  court  (taxation 
excepted)  never  had  a difpute  with  a parliament,  but  the  parliament  was  fure  to 
he  wrong.  Their  conflitution,  in  refpeCt  to  the  admin  deration  of  juftice,  was  fo 
truly  rotten,  that  the  members  fat  as  judges,  even  in  caufes  of  private  property,  in 
which  they  were  themfelves  the  parties,  and  have,  in  this  capacity,  been  guilty 
of  opprefiions  and  cruelties,  which  the  crown  has  rarely  dared  to  attempt. 

It  is  impofllble  to  juffify  the  exceffes  of  the  people  on  their  taking  up  arms;  they 
were  certainly  guilty  of  cruelties ; it  is  idle  to  deny  the  facts,  for  they  have  been 

4 H 2 prove*. 


proved  too  clearly  to  admit  of  a doubt.  But  is  it  really  the  people  to  whom  we 
are  to  impute  the  whole  ? — Or  to  their  oppreffors,  who  had  kept  them  fo  long 
in  a date  of  bondage  ? He  who  choefes  to  be  ferved  by  Haves,  and  by  ill-treated 
Haves,  muff  know  that  he  holds  both  his  property  and  life  by  a tenure  far  differ- 
ent from  thofe  who  prefer  the  fervice  of  well- treated  freemen  ; and  he  who  dines 
to  the  mufic  of  groaning  fufferers,  muff  not,  in  the  moment  of  infurreffion,  com- 
plain that  his  daughters  are  ravifhed,  and  then  deftroyed ; and  that  his  fons 
throats  are  cut.  When  fuch  evils  happen,  they  furely  are  more  imputable  to  the 
tyranny  of  the  maffer,  than  to  the  cruelty  of  the  fervant.  The  analogy  holds 
with  the  French  peafants — the  murder  of  a feigneur,  or  a chateau  in  flames,  is 
recorded  in  every  newspaper;  the  rank  of  the  perfon  who  differs,  attracts  no- 
tice; but  where  do  we  find  the  regifter  of  that  feigneur’s  opprefiions  of  his  pea- 
fantry,  and  his  exadtions  of  feudal  fervices,  from  thole  whole  children  were  dy- 
ing around  them  for  want  of  bread  ? Where  do  we  find  the  minutes  that  affigned 
thefe  ftarving  wretches  to  fome  vile  petty-fogger,  to  be  fleeced  by  impofitions, 
and  a mockery  of  juftice,  in  the  feigneural  courts  ? Who  gives  us  the  awards  of 
the  intendant  and  his fub-delegues , which  took  off  the  taxes  of  a man  of  fafhion,  and 
laid  them  with  accumulated  weight,  on  the  poor,  who  were  fo  unfortunate  as  to  be 
his  neighbours  ? Who  has  dwelt  fufficiently  upon  explaining  all  the  ramifications 
of  defpotifm,  regal,  ariffocratical,  and  ecclefiaftical,  pervading  the  whole  mafs  of 
the  people;  reaching,  like  a ciculating  fluid,  the  moft  diffant  capillary  tubes 
of  poverty  and  wretchednefs  ? In  thefe  cafes,  the  fufferers  are  too  ignoble  to  be 
known;  and  the  mafs  too  indifcriminate  to  be  pitied.  But  fhould  a philofopher 
feel  and  reafon  thus  ? fhould  he  miftake  the  caufe  for  the  effedt  ? and  giving  all 
his  pity  to  the  few,  feeTno  compafiion  for  the  many,  becaufe  they  fuffer  in  his 
eyes  not  individually,  hut  by  millions  ? The  exceffes  of  the  people  cannot,  I re- 
peat, be  juffified;  it  would  undoubtedly  have  done  them  credit,  both  as  men  and 
chriftians,  if  they  had  poffeffed  their  new  acquired  power  with  moderation.  But 
let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  populace  in  no  country  ever  ufe  power  with  modera- 
tion ; excefs  is  inherent  in  their  aggregate  conftitution : and  as  every  government 
in  the  world  knows,  that  violence  infallibly  attends  power  in  fuch  hands,  it  is 
doubly  bound  in  common  fenfe,  and  for  common  fafety,  fo  to  condudt  itfelf,  that 
the  people  may  not  find  an  intereft  in  public  confufions.  They  will  always  fuf- 
fer much  and  long,  before  they  are  effectually  roufed  ; nothing,  therefore,  can 
kindle  the  fame,  but  fuch  opprefiions  of  fome  clafies  or  order  in  the  fociety,  as 
give  able  men  the  opportunity  of  feconding  the  general  mafs ; difcontent  will 
icon  diffufe  itfelf  around  ; and  if  the  government  take  not  warning  in  time,  it  is 
alone  anfwerable  for  all  the  burnings,  and  plunderings,  and  deveftation,  and 
blood  that  follow.  The  true  judgment  to  be  formed  of  the  French  revolution, 
muff  furely  be  gained,  from  an  attentive  confideration  of  the  evils  of  the  old  go- 
vernment : when  thefe  are  well  under  flood — and  when  the  extent  and  univerfa- 
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lity  of  the  oppreiTion  under  which  the  people  groaned — oppredion  which  bore 
upon  them  from  every  quarter,  it  will  fcarcely  be  attempted  to  be  urged,  that 
a revolution  was  not  abfolutely  neceilary  to  the  welfare  of  the  kingdom.  Not 
one  oppoling  voice  * can,  with  reafon,  be  raided  againfl  this  aftertion  : abufes 
ought  certainly  to  be  corrected,  and  corrected  effectually  : this  could  not  be  done 
without  the  eftablifhment  of  a new  form  of  government;  whether  the  form  that 
has  been  adopted  were  the  belt,  is  another  queftion  abfoluteiy  diftindt.  But  that 
the  above-mentioned  detail  of  enormities  pradtifed  on  the  people  required  fome 
great  change  is  fufficiently  apparent ; and  I cannot  better  conclude  fuch  a lift  of 
deteftable  oppreftions,  then  in  the  words  of  the  Tiers  Et at  of  Nivernois,  who  hailed 
the  approaching  day  of  liberty,  with  an  eloquence  worthy  of  the  fubjedt. 

cc  Les  plaintes  du  peuple  fe  font  long-temps  perdues  dans  Fefpace  immenfe 
qui  le  fepare  du  trone : cette  claffe  la  plus  nombreufe  & la  plus  intereffante  de 
la  fociete ; cette  clafle  qui  merite  les  premiers  foins  du  gouvernement,  puifqu* 
elle  alimente  toutes  les  autres;  cette  claffe  a laquelle  on  doit  & les  arts  neceffiires 
a la  vie,  & ceux  qui  en  embellillent  le  cours;  cette  claffe  enfin  qui  en  recueillent 
moins  a toujours  paye  davantage,  peut-elle  apres  tant  de  fiecles  d’opprefiion  & de 
mifere  compter  aujourdhui  fur  un  fort  plus  heureux  ? Ce  feroit  pour  ainfi  dire 
blafphemer  l’autorite  tutelaire  fous  laquelle  nous  vivons  que  d’en  douter  un 
feul  moment.  Un  refpedt  aveugle  pour  les  abus  etablis  ou  pour  la  violence 
ou  par  la  fuperftition,  une  ignorance  profonde  des  conditions  du  padte  focial 
voila  ce  quia  perpetue  jufqu’  a nous  la  fervitude  dans  laquelle  out  gemi  nos  peres. 
Un  jour  plus  pure  eft  pres  d’eclorre : le  roi  a manifefte  le  defir  de  trouver 
des  fujets  capables  de  lui  dire  la  verite;  une  de  fes  loix  1’edit  de  creation  des  af- 
femblees  provinciales  du  moi  de  Juin  17B7,  annonce  que  le  vceu  le  plus  preftant 
de  fon  cceur  fera  toujours  celui  qui  tendra  au  foulagement  & au  bonheur  de  fes 
peuples:  une  autre  loi  qui  a retenti  du  centre  du  Royaume  a fes  dernieres  extre- 
mites  nous  a promis  la  reftitution  de  tous  nos  droits,  dont  nous  n’avions  perdu, 

* Many  oppofing  voices  have  been  raifed;  but  To  little  to  their  credit,  that  I leave  the  paflage  as  it 
was  written  long  ago.  The  abufes  that  are  rooted  in  a41  the  old  governments  of  Europe,  give  fuch 
numbers  of  men  a direct  intereft  in  fupporting,  cherifhing,  and  defending  abufes,  that  no  wonder  ad- 
vocates for  tyranny,  of  every  fpecies,  are  found  in  every  country,  and  almoif  in  every  company.  What 
a mafs  of  people,  in  every  part  of  England,  are  fome  -way  or  other  interefted  in  the  prefent  reprefenta- 
tion  oi  the  people,  tythes,  charters,  corporations,  monopolies,  and  taxation  r and  not  merely  to  the 
things  themfeives,  but  to  all  the  abufes  attending  them  ; and  how  many  are  there  who  derive  their 
profit  or  their  eon nderati on  in  life,  not  merely  from  fuch  inftitutions,  but  from  the  evils  they  engen- 
der! The  great  mafs  of  the  people,  however,  is  free  from  fuch  influence,  and  will  be  enlightened  by 
degrees  ; afiuredly  they  will  find  out,  in  every  country  of  Europe,  that  by  combinations,  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  liberty  and  property,  aimed  equally  againfl;  regal,  ariffocratical,  and  mobbifh  tyranny,  they 
will  be  able  to  refill  fuccefsfully,  that  variety  of  combination,  which,  on  principles  of  plunder  and  def- 
potifm,  is  every  where  at  work  to  enflave  them. 

& dont 
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& dont  nous  ne  pouvions  perdre  cue  l’exercife  puifque  le  fond  de  ces  memes 
droits  eft  inalienable  & imprefcriptible.  Ofons  done  fecouer  le  joug  des  anciennes 
erreurs : ofons  dire  tout  ce  qui  eft  vrai,  tout  ce  qui  eft  utile  ; ofons  reclaimer  les 
droits  eftentiels  & primitifs  del’homme:  la  raifon,  1’equite,  Popinion  generals, 
la  bienfaifance  connue  de  notre  augufte  fouverain  tout  concour  a affurer  le  fucces 
de  nous  doleances/7 

Having  feen  the  propriety,  or  rather  the  neceflity,  of  fome  change  in  the  go- 
vernment, let  us  next  brifly  inquire  into  the  effebts  of  the  revolution  on  the 
principal  interefts  in  the  kingdom. 

In  refpect  to  all  the  honours,  power,  and  profit  derived  to  the  nobility  from 
the  feudal  fyftem,  which  was  of  an  extent  in  France  beyond  any  thing  known  in 
England  fince  the  revolution,  or  long  parliament  in  1640,  all  is  laid  in  the  duft, 
without  a rag  or  remnant  being  fpared*:  the  importance  of  thefe,  both  in  in- 
fluence and  revenue,  was  fo  great,  that  the  refult  is  all  but  ruin  to  numbers. 
However,  as  thefe  properties  were  real  tyrannies  ; as  they  rendered  the  poffeffion 
of  one  fpot  of  land  ruinous  to  all  around  it — and  equally  fubverfive  of  agriculture, 
and  the  common  rights  of  mankind,  the  utter  deftrubtion  brought  on  all  this 
fpecies  of  property,  does  not  ill  deferve  the  epithet  they  are  fo  fond  of  in  France 5 
it  is  a real  regeneration  of  the  people  to  the  privileges  of  human  nature.  No 
man  of  common  feelings  can  regret  the  fall  of  that  abominable  fyftem,  which 
made  a whole  parifh  fiaves  to  the  lord  of  the  manor.  But  the  effebts  of  the  revo- 
lution  have  gone  much  farther;  and  have  been  attended  with  confequences  not 
equally  juftifiabie.  The  rents  of  land,  which  are  as  legal  under  the  new  govern- 
ment as  they  were  under  the  old,  are  no  longer  paid  with  regularity.  I have 
been  lately  informed  (Auguft  1791),  on  authority  not  to  be  doubted,  that  affo- 
ciations  among  tenantry,  to  a great  amount  and  extent,  have  been  formed,  even 
within  fifty  miles  of  Paris,  for  the  non-payment  of  rent ; faying,  in  direbt 
terms,  we  are  ftrong  enough  to  detain  the  rent,  and  you  are  not  ftrong  enough 
to  enforce  the  payment.  In  a country  where  fuch  things  are  poffible,  pioperty 
of  every  kind,  it  muft  be  allowed,  is  in  a dubious  fituation.  Very  evil  eonfe- 


* It  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  orders  of  knighthood  were  at  firft  preferved ; when  the  National 
AfTembiy,  with  a forbearance  that  did  them  honour,  refufed  to  abolifh  thofe  orders,  becaufe  perfonal, 
of  merit,  and  not  hereditary,  they  were  guilty  of  one  grofs  error.  They  ought  immediately  to  have 
addreiled  the  King,  to  inftitute  a new  order  of  knighthood — Knights  of  the  plough.  There 
are  doubtlefs  little  fouls  that  will  fmile  at  this,  and  think  a thiftle,  a garter,  or  an  eagle  more  fignificant, 
2nd  more  honourable ; I fay  nothing  of  orders,  that  exceed  common  fenfe  and  common  chronology,  fuch 
as  St.  Efprit,  St.  Andrew,  and  St.  Patrick,  leaving  them  to  fuch  as  venerate  moft  what  they  lead  un- 
derftand.  But  that  prince,  vvhofhould  firft  inflitute  this  order  of  rural  merit,  will  reap  no  vulgar  ho- 
nour: Leopold,  whole  twenty  years  of  fteady  and  well  earned  Tufcan  fame  gives  him  a good  right  to- 
do  it  with  propriety,  might,  as  Emperor,  inftitute  it  with  moft  effect.  In  him,  fuch  an  aeftion  would 
have  in  it  nothing  of  affectation.  But  I had  rather  that  the  plough  had  thus  been  honoured  by  a 
free  ailembly.  It  would  have  been  a trait,  that  marked  the  philofophy  of  a new  age,  and  a new  fyftem. 
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quences  will  refult  from  this ; arrears  will  accumulate  too  great  for  landlords 
to  lofe,  or  for  the  peafants  to  pay,  who  will  not  eafily  be  brought  to  relifh  that 
order  and  legal  government,  which  muft  neceftarily  fecure  thefe  arrears  to  their 
right  owners.  In  addition  to  all  the  reft,  by  the  new  lyftem  of  taxation,  there 
is  laid  a land-tax  of  300  millions,  or  not  to  exceed  4s.  in  the  pound  ; but,  un- 
der the  old  government,  their  vingtiemes  did  not  amount  to  the  feventh  part  of 
fuch  an  impoft.  In  whatever  light,  therefore,  the  cafe  of  French  landlords  is 
viewed,  it  will  appear,  that  they  have  fuftered  immenfely  by  the  revolution. — » 
That  many  of  them  deferved  it,  cannot,  however,  be  doubted,  fince  we  fee  their 
cahiers  demanding  fteadily,  that  all  their  feudal  rights  Ihould  be  confirmed*  ; 
that  the  carrying  of  arms  Ihould  be  ftridtly  prohibited  to  every  body  but  noble- 
men 'f*:  that  the  infamous  arrangements  of  the  militia  ihould  remain  on  its  old 
footing  J:  that  breaking  up  waftes,  and  inclofing  commons,  Ihould  be  prohi- 
bited || : that  the  nobility  alone  ihould  be  eligible  to  enter  into  the  army, 
church,  &c.  § : that  lettres  de  cachet  Ihould  continue**:  that  the  prefs  ihould 
not  be  free  "j-f- : and,  in  fine,  that  there  ihould  be  no  free  corn  trade  Jt. 

To  the  clergy,  the  revolution  has  been  yet  more  fatal.  One  word  will  dif- 
patch  this  inquiry.  The  revolution  was  a decided  benefit  to  all  the  lower  clergy 
of  the  kingdom;  but  it  was  deftrudtive  of  all  the  reft.  It  is  not  eafy  to  know 
what  they  loft  on  the  one  hand,  or  what  the  national  account  will  gain  on  the 
other.  Monf.  Necker  calculates  their  revenue  at  1 30,000,000  liv.  of  which  only 
42,500,000  liv.  were  in  the  hands  of  the  curees  of  the  kingdom.  Their  wealth 
has  been  much  exaggerated : a late  writer  fays,  they  poifefied  half  the  king- 
dom ||  jj.  Their  number  was  as  little  known  as  their  revenue ; one  writer  makes 
them  400,000  §§ ; another  8 1,400  *T  ; a third  80,000  *J. 

* Evrettx , p.  32. — Bourhonnois,  p,  14. — Artois,  p.  22. — Baras,  p.  8. — N'ivernois , p.  7 • — “ 
Poitou,  p.  13. — Saintonge , p.  5- — Orleans , p.  19, — Chaumont , p.  7* 

f Vermaudols , p.  41. — -Aluefnoy,  p.  1 9 . — Sens.  p.  25. — Evreux , p.  36. — Sefanns , p.  17. — Bar- 
fur- Seine,  p.  6. — Beauvais,  p.  1 3. — Bugey , p.  34.  — Clermont  Per  and,  p.  11. 

4 Limoges,  p.  36.  |j  Cambray , p.  19* Pont  a Mouffon,  p.  38. 

§ Lyon,  p.  13. — ' Totiraine , p.  31. — Angoumois , p.  13, — Auxerre.  p.  13.  The  Author  ot  the 
Hijlorical  Sketch  of  the  French  Revolution,  8vo.  1 792,  fays,  p.  68,  “the  worth  enemies  of  nobility 
have  not  yet  brought  to  light  any  cahier,  in  which  the  nobles  inflfhed  on  their  exclufive  right  to  mili- 
tary preferments.” — In  the  fame  page  this  gentleman  fays,  it  is  impoilihle  for  any  Englishman  to. 
ftudy  four  or  five  hundred  cahiers.  It  is  evident,  however,  from  this  miflake,  how  neceflary  it  is  to 
examine  them  before  writing  on  the  revolution. 

**  Vermaudols , p.  23. — Chalons -fur- Marne,  p.  6.  — - Gien , p.  9.  Crepy,  p.  10. 

Jt  St.  Quentin,  p.  9.  j]  ]l  De  V Autorite  de  Montefquieu  dans  la  revolution  prefentt.  8vo. 

1789.  p.  61.  §§  Etats  Generaux  convoques,  par  Louis  XVI.  par  M.  Target,  prem.  fuite,  p.  7. 

Off  ejl-ce-que  le  Tiers  Elat,  3d  eait.  par  M.  I’ Abbe  Sieves.  840.  p.  51. 

*t  Btblhtheque  de  Vhomme  publique,  par  M.  Condorcet.  &c.  tom.  iii. 
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The  clergy  in  France  have  been  fuppofed,  by  many  perfons  in  England,  to 
merit  their  fate  from  their  peculiar  profligacy.  But  the  idea  is  not  accurate : 
that  fo  large  a body  of  men,  pofiefied  of  very  great  revenues,  fhould  be  free 
from  vice,  would  be  improbable,  or  rather  impoflible;  but  they  preferved, 
what  is  not  always  preferved  in  England,  an  exterior  decency  of  behaviour. 
One  did  not  find  among  them  poachers  or  fox-hunters,  who,  having  fpent 
the  morning  in  fcampering  after  hounds,  dedicate  the  evening  to  the  bottle, 
and  reel  from  inebriety  to  the  pulpit.  Such  advertifements  were  never  feen  in 
France  as  I have  heard  of  in  England  : — Wanted  a curacy  in  a good  fporting  coun- 
try , r, where  the  duty  is  light , and  the  neighbourhood  convivial.  The  proper  exerciie 
for  a country  clergyman  is  the  employment  of  arigulturej  which  demands 
firength  and  activity — and  which,  vigoroufly  followed,  will  fatigue  enough  to 
give  eafe  its  befi  relifh.  A fportfman  parfon  may  be,  as  he  often  is  in  England, 
a good  fort  of  man,  and  an  honejl  fellow ; but  certainly  this  purfuit,  and  the  re- 
forting  to  obicene  comedies,  and  kicking  their  heels  in  the  jig  of  an  afiembly, 
are  not  the  occupations  for  which  we  can  fuppofe  tythes  were  given*.  Who- 
ever will  give  any  attention  to  the  demands  of  the  clergy  in  their  cahiers , will 
fee,  that  there  was,  on  many  topics,  an  ill  fpirit  in  that  body.  They  maintain, 
for  infiance,  that  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  ought  rather  to  be  reftrained  than  ex- 
tended -j- : that  the  laws  againfi  it  fiiouid  be  renewed  and  executed  J : that  ad- 
niifiion  into  religious  orders  jfhould  be,  as  forrperly,  at  fixteen  years  of  age  jj : that 
lettres  de  cachet  are  ufeful,  and  even  necefiary§.  They  folicit  to  prohibit  all 
divifion  of  commonsf ; — to  revoke  the  edict  allowing  inclofures  that  the 
export  of  corn  be  not  allowed  •f-f*;  and  that  public  granaries  be  efiablifhed  FJ. 

The  ill  efiedts  of  the  revolution  have  been  felt  more  feverely  by  the  manufac- 
turers of  the  kingdom,  than  by  any  other  clafs  of  the  people.  The  rivalry  of  the 
Englifh  fabrics,  in  1787  and  1788,  was  firong  and  fuccefsful ; and  the  confu- 
fions  that  followed  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  had  the  effedt  of  lefiening  the  in- 
comes of  fo  many  landlords,  clergy,  and  men  in  public  employments ; and  fiich 
numbers  fled  from  the  kingdom,  that  the  general  mafs  of  the  confumption  of 
national  fabrics  funk  perhaps  three-fourths.  The  men,  whofe  incomes  were 
untouched,  lefiening  their  confumption  greatly,  from  an  apprehenfion  of  the  un- 
fettled fiate  of  things  : the  profpedts  of  a civil  war,  fuggefted  to  every  man,  that 
his  fafety,  perhaps  his  future  bread,  depended  on  the  money  which  he  could 
hoard.  The  inevitable  confequence,  was  turning  abfoiutely  out  of  employment 

* Nothing  appears  fo  icanaalous  to  all  the  clergy  of  Europe,  as  their  brethren  in  England  dancing 
at  public  afiemblies  ; and  a bifhop’s  wife  engaged  in  the  fame  amufement,  feems  to  them  as  prepofte- 
rous  as  a bifiiop,  in  his  lawn  fieeves,  following  the  lame  diverfion,  would  to  us.  probably  both  are 
wrong.  t Saint  onge , p.  24 Limoges , p.  6.  &c.  % Lyon , p.  13. — Dour  don,  p.  5. 

H Saint  onge,  p.  26. — -Montargis,  p.  10.  _ § Limoges,  p.  22.  €[  Troyes,  p.  1 1. 

**  JLetz,  p.  ii'.  ft  Rouen,  p,  24.  Loan,  p.  11. — -Dour den,  p,  17. 
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immenfe  numbers  of  workmen.  I have,  in  the  diary  of  the  journey,  noticed 
the  infinite  mifery  to  which  I was  a.witnefs  at  Lyons,  Abbeville,  Amiens,  &e. 
and  by  intelligence  I underflood  that  it  was  flill  worfe  at  Rouen : the  fadt  could 
not  be  other v/ife.  This  effedt,  which  was  abfolute  death,  by  ftarving  many 
thoufands  of  families,  was  a refill t,  that,  in  my  opinion,  might  have  been 
avoided.  It  flowed  only  from  carrying  things  to  extremities — from  driving  the 
nobility  out'  of  the  kingdom,  and  feizing,  inflead  of  regulating,  the  whole  re- 
gal authority.  Thefe  violences  were  not  neceffary  to  liberty;  they  even  deflroyed 
true  liberty,  by  giving  the  government  of  the  kingdom,  in  too  great  a degree, 
to  Paris,  and  to  the  populace  of  every  town. 

The  effedt  of  the  revolution,  to  the  fmall  proprietors  of  the  kingdom,  muff, 
according  to  the  common  nature  of  events,  be,  in  the  end , remarkably  happy ; 
and  had  the  new  government  adopted  any  principles  of  taxation,  except  thofe  of 
the  ceconomijles,  eflablifhing  at  the  fame  time  an  abfolute  freedom  in  the  bufinefs 
of  inclofure,  and  in  the  police  of  corn,  the  refult  would  probably  have  been 
advantageous,  even  at  this  recent  period.  The  committee  of  impofls  * men- 
tion (and  I doubt  not  their  accuracy)  the  profperity  of  agriculture,  in  the  fame 
page  in  which  they  lament  the  depreffion  of  every  other  branch  of  the  national 
induflry.  Upon  a moderate  calculation,  there  remained,  in  the  hands  of  the 
claffes  depending  on  land,  on  the  account  of  taxes  in  the  years  1789  and  1790, 
at  leaf!  300,000,000  liv  ; the  execution  of  corvee's  was  as  lax  as  the  payment  of 
taxes.  To  this  we  are  to  add  two  years  tythe,  which  I cannot  eflimate  at  lefs 
than  300,000,000  liv.  more.  The  abolition  of  all  feudal  rents,  and  payments  of 
every  fort  during  thofe  two  years,  could  not  be  lefs  than  1 00,000,000  liv.  includ- 
ing fer vices.  But  all  thefe  articles,  great  as  they  were,  amounting  to  near 
800,000,000  liv.  were  lefs  than  the  immenfe  fums  that  came  into  the  hands  of 
the  farmers  by  the  high  price  of  com  throughout  the  year  1789  ; a price  arifing 
almofl  entirely  from  Monf.  Necker’s  fine  operations  in  the  corn  trade,  as  it  has 
been  proved  at  large  ; it  is  true  there  is  a deduction  to  be  made  on  account  of 
the  unavoidable  diminution  of  confumption  in  every  article  of  land  produce,  not 
elientially  neceffary  to  life:  every  objedt  of  luxury,  or  tending  to  it,  is  lenened 
greatly.  But  after  this  diicount  is  allowed,  the  balance,  in  favour  of  the  little 
proprietor  farmers,  mufl  be  very  great.  The  benefit  of  fuch  a fum  being  added 
as  it  is  to  the  capital  of  husbandry,  needs  no  explanation.  Their  agriculture  mufl 
be  invigorated  by  fuch  wealth — by  the  freedom  enjoyed  by  its  profeffors  : by 
the  deftr  action -of  its  innumerable  fhackles  ; and  even  by  the  diflreiTes  of  other 
employments,  occafioning  new  and  great  inveflments  of  capital  in  land  : and 
thefe  leading  facts  will  appear  in  a clearer  light,  when  the  prodigious  divifion  of 
landed  property  in  France  is  well  confidered;  probably  half,  perhaps  two-thirds. 
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of  the  kingdom  are  in  the  poffeflion  of  little  proprietors,  who  paid  quit-rents,  and 
feudal  duties,  for  the  fpots  they  farmed.  Such  men  are  placed  at  once  in  compa- 
native  affluence ; and  as  eafe  is  thus  acquired  by  at  lead;  half  the  kingdom,  it 
mufr  not  be  fet  down  as  a point  of  trifling  importance.  Should  France  efcape 
a civil  war,  £he  will,  in  the  profperity  of  thefe  men,  find  a refource  which  poli- 
ticians at  a diftance  do  not  calculate.  With  renters  the  cafe  is  certainly  diffe- 
rent; for,  beyond  all  doubt,  landlords  will,  fooner  or  later,  avail  themfelves  of 
thefe  circumftances,  by  advancing  their  rents ; adting  in  this  refpect,  as  in 
every  other  country,  is  common  ; but  they  will  find  it  impofiible  to  deprive  the 
tenantry  of  a vaft  advantage,  neceffarily  flowing  from  their  emancipation. 

The  confufion  which  has  fince  arifen  in  the  finances,  owing  almofl:  entirely 
to  the  mode  of  taxation  adopted  by  the  affembly,  has  had  the  effedt  of  conti- 
nuing to  the  prefent  moment  (1791),  a freedom  from  all  irnpoft  to  the  little 
proprietors,  which,  however  dreadful  its  general  effedis  on  the  national  affairs, 
has  tended  firongly  to  enrich  this  clafs. 

The  effedts  of  the  revolution,  not  on  any  particular  clafs  of  cultivators,  but 
on  agriculture  in  general,  is  with  me,  I muff  confefs,  very  questionable  ; I fee 
no  benefits  flowing,  particularly  to  agriculture  (liberty  applies  equally  to  all 
claffes,  and  is  not  yet  fufiiciently  eftablilhed  for  the  protection  of property ),  except 
the  cafe  of  tythes ; but  I fee  the  rife  of  many  evils ; reftridtions  and  prohibitions 
on  the  trade  of  corn — a varying  land-tax — and  impeded  inclofures,  are  mifchiefs 
on  principle , that  may  have  a generative  faculty ; and  will  prove  infinite  draw- 
backs from  the  profperity,  which  certainly  was  attainable.  It  is  to  be  hoped, 
that  the  good  fenfe  of  the  affembly  will  reverfe  this  fyftem  by  degrees  ; for,  if 
it  is  not  reverfed,  agriculture  cannot  flourish. 

The  effect  of  the  revolution,  on  the  public  revenue,  is  one  great  point  on 
which  Monf.  de  Calonne  lays  confiaerable  ftrefs  ; and  it  has  been  fince  urged  in 
France,  that  the  ruin  of  30,000  families,  thrown  abfolutely  out  of  employment, 
and  confequently  out  of  bread,  in  the  collediion  of  the  taxes  on  fait  and  tobacco 
only,  has  had  a powerful  influence  in  fpreading  univerfal  difirefs  and  mifery. 
The  public  revenue  funk,  in  one  year,  175  millions  : this  wTas  not  a lofs  of  that 
fum;  the  people  to  whom  afiignats  were  paid  on  that  account  loft  no  more  than 
the  difcount ; the  lofs,  therefore,  to  the  people  to  whom  that  revenue  vras  paid* 
could  amount  to  no  more  than  from  5 to  10  per  cent.  But  was  it  a lofs  to 
the  miferable  fubjedts  who  formerly  paid  thofe  taxes  ; and  who  paid  them  by 
the  fweat  of  their  brows,  at  the  expence  of  the  bread  out  of  their  children's 
mouths,  afieifed  with  tyranny,  and  levied  in  blood  ? Do  they  feel  a lofs  in 

* Since  this  was  written,  a ill  gnats  fell,  in  December  1791,  and  January  1792,  to  34  to  38  per 
sent,  paid  in  filver,  and  42  to  50  paid  in  gold,  arifing  from  great  emliiions  ; from  the  quantity  of  pri- 
vate paper  ifTued  j from_forg<-d  ones  being  common  3 and  from  the  profpedt  of  a war. 
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having  175  millions  in  their  pockets  in  1789,  more  than  they  had  in  1788  ? and 
mpoffefling  another  175  millions  more  in  1790,  and  the  inheritance  in  future  ? 
Is  not  fuch  a change  eafe,  wealth,  life,  and  animation  to  thofe  claffes,  who, 
while  the  pens  of  political  fatirifls  flander  all  innovations,  are  every  moment 
reviving,  by  inheriting  from  that  revolution  fomething  which  the  old  go- 
vernment affuredly  did  not  give  ? The  revenue  of  the  clergy  may  be  called 
the  revenue  of  the  public  : — thofe  to  whom  the  difference  between  the  pre- 
fent  payment  of  one  hundred  and  forty  millions,  and  the  old  tythes  are  a de- 
duction of  all  revenue,  are,  beyond  doubt,  in  great  diftrefs  ; but  what  fay  the 
farmers  throughout  the  kingdom,  from  whom  the  deteflable  burthen  of  thofe 
taxes  was  extorted  ? Do  not  they  find  their  culture  lightened,  their  induflry 
freed,  their  products  their  own  ? Go  to  the  ariflocratical  politician  at  Paris,  or 
at  London,  and  you  hear  only  of  the  ruin  of  France — go  to  the  cottage  of  the 
metayer , or  the  houfe  of  the  farmer,  and  demand  of  him  what  the  refult  has 
been — there  will  be  but  one  voice  from  Calais  to  Bayonne.  If  tythes  were  to  be 
at  one  ftroke  abolifhed  in  England*,  no  doubt  the  clergy  would  fuffer,  but  would 
not  the  agriculture  of  the  kingdom,  with  every  man  dependent  on  it,  rife  with  a 
vigour  never  before  experienced. 

Future  FffeSis. 

It  would  betray  no  inconfiderable  prefumption  to  attempt  to  predict  what 
will  be  the  event  of  the  revolution  now  paffing  in  France;  I am  not  fo  impru- 
dent. But  there  are  confiderations  that  may  be  offered  to  the  attention  of  thofe 
who  love  to  fpecuiate  on  future  events  better  than  I do.  There  are  three  appa- 
rent benefits  in  an  ariftocracy  forming  the  part  of  a confutation  ; firft,  the 
fixed,  confolidated,  and  hereditary  importance  of  the  great  nobility,  is,  for  the 
moil  part,  a bar  to  the  dangerous  pretenfions,  and  illegal  views,  of  a victorious 
and  highly  popular  king,  prefident,  or  leader.  Affemblies,  fo  eleCted,  as  to  be 
fwayed  abfolutely  by  the  opinion  of  the  people,  would  frequently,  under  fuch  a 
prince,  be  ready  to  grant  him  much  more  than  a well  conflituted  ariflocratic  fenate. 
Secondly,  fuch  popular  affemblies  as  I have  juft  deferibed,  are  fometimes  led  to 
adopt  deciiions  too  haftily,  and  too  imprudently ; and  particularly  in  the  cafe  of 
wars  with  neighbouring  nations ; in  the  free  countries,  we  have  known  the  com- 
monalty have  been  too  apt  to  call  lightly  for  them.  An  ar'ifiocracy,  not  unduly 

% It  is  an  error  in  France  to  fiippofe,  that  the  revenue  of  the  church  is  fmall  in  England.  The 
iRoyal  Society  of  Agriculture  at  Paris  {fates  that  revenue  at  2io,oool.  ; it  cannot  be  {bated  at  lefs  than 
five  millions  fterling.  Mem.  prejente  par  la  S.  R.  a Ag.  a V AJJemblee  Nationals,  J /Sq,  p.  52. — One 
of  the  greatest  and  wifeft  men  we  have  in  England,  perfills  in  averting  it  to  be  much  lefs  than  two 
millions.  From  very  numerous  enquiries,  which  I am  ftill  purfuing,  I have  reafon  to  believe  this 
opinion  to  be  founded  on  infufficient  data. 
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influenced  by  the  crown,  Rands  like  a rock  againR  fuch  phrenzies,  and  hath  a 
direct  intereR  in  the  encouragement  and  Rtpport  of  peaceable  maxims.  The  re- 
mark is  applicable  to  many  other  fubjeCts,  in  which  mature  deliberation  is  wanted 
to  baliaR  the  impetuoflty  of  the  people.  I always  fuppofe  the  ariRocratic  body 
well  conRituted  upon  the  balls  of  a fufficient  property,  and  at  the  fame  time  no 
unlimited  power  in  the  crown,  to  throw  all  the  property  of  the  kingdom  into  the 
fame  fcale,  which  is  the  cafe  in  England.  Thirdly,  whatever  benefits  may  arife 
from  the  exiflence  of  an  executive  power,  difiindt  from  the  legiflative,  muR 
abfolutely  depend  on  fome  intermediate  and  independent  body  between  the  people 
and  the  executive  power.  Every  one  muR  grant,  that  if  there  be  no  fuch  body, 
the  people  are  enabled,  when  they  pleafe,  to  annihilate  the  executive  authority, 

■ — and  afiign  it,  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  long  parliament,  to  committees  of  their 
own  reprefentatives  ; or,  which  is  the  fame  thing,  they  may  appear  as  they  did 
at  V erfailles,  armed  before  the  King,  and  infifi  on  his  confent  to  any  propofi- 
ticns  they  bring  him  ; in  thefe  cafes,  the  feeming  advantages  derived  from  a 
difiinct  executive  power  are  loR.  And  it  muR  be  obvious,  that  in  fuch  a con- 
Ritution  as  the  prefent  one  of  France,  the  kingly  office  can  be  put  down  as  ea~ 
lily  and  as  readily,  as  a fecretary  can  be  reprimanded  for  a falfe  entry  in  the  jour- 
nals. If  a conftitution  be  good,  all  great  changes  in  it  fhould  be  efleemed  a 
matter  of  great  difficulty  and  hazard : it  is  in  bad  ones  only  that  alterations 
fiiould  not  be  looked  upon  in  a formidable  light. 

That  thefe  circumfiances  may  prove  advantages  in  an  ariRocratical  portion  of 
a legiflature,  there  is  reafon  to  believe  ^ the  inquiry  is,  whether  they  be  counter- 
balanced by  poffible  or  probable  evils.  May  there  not  come  within  this  de- 
fcription,  the  danger  of  an  arifiocracy  uniting  with  the  crown  againfl  the  people  ? 
that  is  to  fay,  influencing  by  weight  of  property  and  power,  a great  mafs  of  the 
people  dependent — againR  the  red  of  the  people  who  are  independent  ? Do  we 
not  fee  this  to  be  very  much  the  cafe  in  England  at  this  moment  ? To  what 
other  part  of  our  conRitutionis  it  imputable  that  we  have  been  infamouily  in- 
volved in  perpetual  wars,  from  which  none  reap  any  benefit  but  that  tribe  of 
vermin-which  thrive  moR  whei\  a nation  moR  declines  y contractors,  victuallers. 


paymaRers,  Rock-jobbers,  and  money- fcriveners  : a fet  by  whom  minifte 


furrounded ; and  in  favour  of  whom  whole  dalles  amongft  the  people  are  beg- 


gared and  ruined.  Thofe.  who  will,  aflert  a conRitution  can  be  good  * which 


* It  ought  not  to  be  allowed  even  tolerable,  for  this  plain  reafon,  fuch  public  extravagance  engen- 
ders taxes  to  an  amount  that  will  fooner  or  later  force  the  people  into  refiftan.ee,  which  fs  always  the: 
d eft  ruction  of  a conftitution  j.  and  furely  that  muft  be  admitted  bad,  which  carries  to  the  molt  earelefs- 
eye  the  feeds  of  its  own  deftrudtion.  Two  hundred  and  forty  millions  of  public  debt  in  a century,  is 
in  a ratio  itn poffible  to  be  fupported  ; and  therefore  evidently  ruinous*. 
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fufFers  thefe  things,  ought  at  leafl  to  agree,  that  fuch  an  one  as  would  not  fufFer 
them  would  be  much  better*. 

If  an  ariflocracy  hath  thus  its  advantages  and  difad  vantages,  it  is  natural  to 
inquire,  whether  the  French  nation  be  likely  to  eflabliih  fomething  of  a fenate, 
that  £hail  have  the  advantages  without  the  evils.  If  there  fhould  be  none,  no 
popular  reprefentatives  will  ever  be  brought,  with  the  confent  of  their  conflitu- 
ents,  to  give  up  a power  in  their  own  poiTeffion  and  enjoyment.  It  is  experi- 
ence alone,  and  long  experience,  that  can  fatisfy  the  doubts  which  every  one  mult 
entertain  on  this  fubjedt.  What  can  we  know,  experimentally,  of  a government 
which  has  not  flood  the  brunt  of  unfuccefsful  and  of  fuccefsful  wars  ? TheEnglifh 
contitution  has  flood  this  tefl,  and  has  been  found  deficient  ; or  rather,  as  far  as 
this  tefl  can  decide  any  thing,  has  been  proved  worthlefs  ; fince,  in  a fingle  cen- 
tury, it  has  involved  the  nation  in  a debt  of  fo  vail  -f*  a magnitude,  that  every 
blefling  which  might  ctherwife  have  been  perpetuated  is  put  to  the  flake ; fo 
that  if  the  nation  do  not  make  fome  change  in  its  conflkution,  it  is  much  to  be 
dreaded  that  the  conflitution  will  ruin  the  nation.  "\yhere  practice  and  expe- 
rience have  fo  utterly  failed,  it  would  be  vain  to  reafon  from  theory  : and  efpeci- 
allyon  a fubjedl  on  which  a very  able  writer  has  feen  his  own  prediction  fo  to- 
tally erroneous  : <e  In  the  monarchical  flates  of  Europe,  it  is  highly  improbable 
that  any  form  of  properly  equal  government  fhould  be  eflablifhed  for  many  ages ; 
the  people,  in  general,  and  efpecially  in  France,  being  proud  of  their  monarchs, 
even  when  they  are  oppreffed  by  them  J.” 

In  regard  to  the  future  confequences  of  this  lingular  revolution,  as  an  example 
to  other  nations,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  the  fpirit  which  has  produced  it,  will, 
fooner,  or  later,  fpread  throughout  Europe,  according  to  the  different  degrees 
of  illumination  amongfl  the  common  people ; and  it  will  prove  either  mifchievous 
or  beneficial,  in  proportion  to  the  previous  fteps  taken  by  governments.  It  is  un- 


* cc  The  diredi:  power  of  the  King  of  England,’*'  fays  Mr.  Burke,  cc  Is  con-iiclerable.  His  indirect 
is  great  indeed.  When  was  it*  that  a King  of  England  wanted  wherewithal  to  make  him  refpected, 
courted,  or  perhaps  even  feared  in  every  ftate  in  Europe  It  is  in  fuch  paiTages  as  thefe,.  that  this 
elegant  writer  lays  himfelf  open  to  the  attacks  formidable,  beeaufe  juft,  of  men  who  have  not  an  hun- 
dredth part  of  his  talents.  Who  queftions,  or  can  queftion,  the  power  of  a prince  that  in  lefs  than 
a century  has  expended,  above  1000  millions,  and.  involved  his  people  in  a debt  of  240  ? The  point  in 
debate  is  not  the  existence  of  power,  but  its  excefs\  What  is  the  conftitution  that  generates  or  allows 
of  fuch  expences  ? The  very  mifchief  complained  of  is  here  wrought  into  a merit,  and  brought  in  ar- 
gument to  prove  that  exaggerated  power  is  falutary. 

f This  debt,  and  cur  enormous  taxation,  are  the  be  ft  anfwer  the  National  AiTembly  gives  to  thofe 
who  would  have  had  the  Engiifh  government,  with  all  its  faults  on  its  head,  adopted  in  France  ; nor 
was  it  without  reafon-faid  by  a popular  writer,  that  a government,  formed  like  the  Engiifh,  obtains  more 
levenue  than,  it  could  do,  either  by  direct  defpotifm,  or  in  a full  ftate  of  freedom.. 

% Dr.Pdeftley’s  Lectures  on.  Hi  ft.  4to.  1788.  p.  3.  317. 
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queftionably  the  fubject  of  all  others  the  moft  interefting  to  every  clafs,  and  even  to 
every  individual  of  a modern  ftate ; the  great  line  of  diviflon,  into  which  the  people 
divides,  is,  ill,  thole  that  have  property ; and,  2d,  others  that  have  none.  The  events 
that  have  taken  place  in  France,  in  many  refpedts,  have  been  fubverlive  of  property  j 
and  have  been  effected  by  the  lower  people,  in  diredt  oppofition  to  the  nominal  le- 
giflature ; yet  their  confutation  began  its  eftablifhment  with  a much  greater  degree 
of  regularity,  by  a formal  election  of  reprefentatives,  than  there  is  any  probability 
of  feeing  in  other  countries.  Revolutions  will  there  be  blown  up  from  riotous 
mobs — from  the  military  called  out  to  quell  them,  but  refuling  obedience,  and 
joining  the  infurgents.  Such  a flame  fpreading  rapidly  through  a country,  mull 
prove  more  hoftile,  and  more  fatal  to  property,  than  any  thing  that  has  prevailed 
in  France.  The  probability  of  fuch  events,  every  one  mull  allow  to  be  not  in- 
conliderable  the  ruin  that  mull  attend  them  cannot  be  doubted  ; for  they 
would  tend  to  produce  not  a National  AlTembly,  and  a free  conftitution,  but  an 
univerfal  anarchy  and  confulion.  The  iirll  attempt  towards  a democracy  in 
England  would  be  the  common  people  demanding  an  admiflion  and  voice  in  the 
vellries,  and  voting  to  themfelves  whatever  rates  they  thought  proper  to  appro- 
priate ; which,  in  fadt,  would  be  an  agrarian  law.  Can  there  be  lo  much  fu- 
pinenefs  in  the  prefen t governments  of  Europe,  as  to  fuppofe,  that  old  prin- 
ciples and  maxims  will  avail  any  longer  ? Can  fuch  ignorance  of  the  human 
heart,  and  fuch  blindnefs  to  the  natural  courfe  of  events  be  found,  as  the  plan  of 
rejedting  all  innovations  left  they  Ihould  lead  to  greater  ? There  is  no  govern- 
ment to  be  found,  that  does  not  depend,  in  the  laft  relbrt,  on  a military  power  ; 
and  if  that  fail  them,  is  not  the  confequence  ealily  feen  ? A new  policy  mull 
either  be  adopted,  or  all  the  governments  we  know  will  be  fwept  from  their  very 
foundations.  This  policy  mull  conlift,  firft,  in  making  it  the  intereft,  as  much 
as  poliible,  of  every  clafs  in  the  Hate,  except  thofe  abfolutely  without  property 
to  fupport  the  eftablifhed  government ; and  alfo  to  render  it  as  palatable,  as  the 
fecurity  of  property  will  allow,  even  to  thefe  farther  than  this  none  can  look, 
for  it  is  fo  diredtly  the  intereft  of  the  people,  % without  property,  to  divide  with  thole 
who  have  it , that  no  government  can  be  eftabliftied,  which  lhall  give  the  poor 
an  equal  intereft  in  it  with  the  rich  -f- ; — the  vilible  tangible  intereft  of  the 

poor 


* The  reprefentation  of  mere  population  is  as  grofs  a violation  of  fenfe,  reafon,  and  theory,  as  it 
is  found  pernicious  in  practice  ; it  gives  to  ignorance  to  govern  knowledge;  to  uncultivated  intellect 
the  lead  of  intelligence  ; to  favage  force  the  guide  of  law  and  juftice  ; and  to  folly  the  governance  of 
wifdom.  Knowledge,  intelligence,  information,  learning,  and  wifdom,  ought  to  govern  nations  ; and 
thefe  are  all  found  to  reilde  moft  in  the  middle  dalles  of  mankind  ; weakened  by  the  habits  and  preju- 
dices of  the  great , and  ftified  by  the  ignorance  of  the  vulgar. 

f Thofe  who  have  not  attended  much  to  French  affairs,  might  eafily  miftake  the  reprefentation 
of  territory  and  contribution  in  the  French  conftitution,  as  ibmething  fimilar  to  what  I contend  for — 
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poor  (if  I may  ufe  the  expreffions),  and  not  the  ultimate  and  remote,  which  they 
will  never  voluntarily  regard,  is  a pure  democracy,  and  a confequent  divilion  of 
property,  the  fare  path  to  anarchy  and  defpotifm.  The  means  of  making  a go- 
vernment refpedted  and  beloved  are,  in  England,  obvious  ; taxes  muft  be  im- 
menfely  reduced  5 affeffments  on  malt,  leather,  candles,  foap,  fait,  and  windows, 
muft  be  abolifhed  or  lightened ; the  funding  fyflem,  the  parent  of  taxation, 
annihilated  for  ever,  by  taxing  the  interefl  of  the  public  debt — the  conflitution 
that  admits  a debt,  carries  in  its  vitals  the  feeds  of  its  deflrudlion ; tythes  * 
and  tells  aboliffted;  the  reprefen tation  of  parliament  reformed,  and  its  duration, 
fhortened  ; not  to  give  the  people,  without  property,  a predominancy,  but  to 
prevent  that  corruption,  in  which  our  debts  and  taxes  have  originated ; the  ut- 
ter deflrudtion  of  all  monopolies,  and,  among  them,  of  all  charters  and  corpo- 
rations ; game ' made  property,  and  belonging  to  the  poffeffor  of  one  acre,  as 
much  as  to  him  who  has  a thoufand ; and,  laflly,  the  laws,  both  criminal  and  civil, 
to  be  thoroughly  reformed. — Thefe  circumflances  include  the  great  evils  of 
the  Britifh  conflitution ; if  they  be  remedied,  it  may  enjoy  even  a Venetian  lon- 
gevity; but  if  they  be  allowed,  like  cancerous  humours  to  prey  on  the  nobler 
parts  of  the  political  fyflem,  this  boafled  fabric  may  not  exifl  even  twenty  years. 
To  guard  property  effectually,  and  to  give  permanency  to  the  new  fyflem, 
the  militia  laws  ought  all  to  be  repealed.  When  we  fee,  as  in  all  the  monar- 
chies of  Europe,  the  government  only  armed,  aefpotifm  is  eflablifhed.  When 
thofe  who  have  property  alone  are  armed,  how  fecure  the  people  from  oppref- 

— but  nothing  is  more  remote  : the  number  chofen  Is  of  little  confequence,  while  perfons  without 
property  are  the  electors.  Yet  Mr.  Chriftie  fays,  vol.  i.  p.  19,6.  that  property  is  a bafe  on  which 
reprefentation  ought  to  be  founded ; and  it  is  plain  he  thinks  that  property  is  reprefented,  though  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  property  are  elected  by  men  that  do  not  poflefs  a fhilling  ! It  is  not  that  the 
proprietors  of  property  fhould  have  voices  in  the  election  proportioned  to  their  property,  but  that  men 
who  have  a direct  intereft  in  the  plunder  or  divifion  of  property  fhould  be  kept  at  a diftance  from  power. 
Here  lies  the  great  difficulty  of  modern  legiflation,  to  fecure  property,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  fecure 
freedom  to  thofe  that  have  no  property.  In  England  there  is  much  of  this  effected  for  the  finall  por- 
tion of  every  man’s  income  that  is  left  to  him  after  public  plunder  is  fatiated  (the  poor,  the  parfon,  and 
the  king  take  50  to  60  per  cent,  of  every  man’s  rent) — but  the  reft  is  fecure.  In  America  the  poor, 
the  parfon,  and  the  king  take  nothing  (or  next  to  nothing),  and  the  whole  is  fecure.  In  France  all 
feems  to  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  populace. 

% The  exaction  of  tythes  is  fo  abfurd  and  tyrannical  an  attack  on  the  property  of  mankind,  that  it 
is  almoft  impoftible  for  them  to  continue  in  any  country  in  the  world  half  a century  longer.  To  pay 
a man  by  force  1000I.  a year,  for  doing  by  deputy  what  would  be  much  better  done  for  tool,  is  too 
grofs  an  imposition  to  be  endured.  To  levy  that  loocl.  in  the  moft  pernicious  method  that  can  wound 
both  property  and  liberty,  are  circumflances  congenial  to  the  tenth  century,  but  not  to  the  eighteenth. 
Italy?-,  France, and  America,  have  fet  noble  examples  for  the  imitation  of  mankind;  and  thofe  coun- 
tries that  do  not  follow  them,  will  fooh  be  as  inferior  in  cultivation  as  they  are  in  policy. 
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fion  ? — When  thofe  who  have  no  property  are  armed,  how  prevent  their  feislng 
the  property  of  others  ? — Perhaps  the  bed;  method  of  guarding  againfl  thefe 
contrary  evils,  is  to  embody,  in  a national  militia,  all  who  have  property ; and,  at 
the  fame  time  to  allow  arms  (unembodied)  to  all  citizens  indifcriminately  : we 
fee  in  the  cafe  of  Berne,  that  the  people  being  armed,  keeps  an  ariflocracy  in 
fuch  order,  that  great  oppreffions  are  unknown.  An  army  was  always  dan- 
gerous ; and,  in  the  probable  ftate  of  Europe,  it  may  be  doubly  fo ; difcipline 
preferved,  it  cemented  defpotifm  ; undifciplined,  it  may  unite  with  the  people 
of  no  property,  and  produce  anarchy  and  ruin.  There  feems  to  be  no  fufficient 
guard  upon  it,  but  a national  militia,  formed  of  every  man  that  poiTefies  a certain 
degree  of  property,  rank  and  file  as  well  as  officers  *.  Such  a force,  in  this 
ifland,  would  probably  amount  to  above  1 00,000  men  ; and  would  be  amply  fuf- 
ficient  for  repreffing  all  thofe  riots,  whofe  object  might  be,  immediately  or  ul- 
timately, the  democratic  mifchief  of  transferring  property  -f*.  This  for  a free 

govern- 

* The  late  riots  at  Birmingham  ought  to  convince  every  man,  who  looks  to.  the  preservation  of 
peace,  that  a militia  of  property  is  abfoiutely  necexTary ; had  it  exifted  at  that  town,  no  fuch  infamous 
tranfa&ions  could  have  taken  place,  to  the  difgrace  of  the  age  and  nation.  Thofe  riots  may  convince 
us  how  infecure  our  property  really  is  in  England,  and  how  very  imperfedl  that  political  system,. 
which  could,  twice  in  ten  years,  fee  two  of  the  greateft  towns  in  England  at  the  mercy  of  a vile  mob. 
The  military  mu  ft,  in  relation  to  the  greater  part  of  the  kingdom,  be  always  at  a diftance  ; but  a 
militia  is  on  the  fpot,  and  eafy  to  be  collected,  by  previous  regulations,  at  a moment’s  warning. 

ft  The  clafs  of  writers  who  wifh  to  fpread  the  tafte  of  revolutions,  and  make  them  every  where 
the  order  of  the  day , affect  to  confound  the  governments  of  France  and  America,  as  if  eftabliihed  on 
the  fame  principles ; if  fo,  it  is  a remarkable  fact  that  the  refult  fhould,  to  appearance,  turn  out  fo 
differently : but  a little  examination  will  convince  us,  that  there  is  fcarceiy  any  thing  in  common  be- 
tween thofe  governments,  except  the  general  principle  of  being  free.  In  France,  the  populace  are 
eledtors,  and  to  fo  low  a degree  that  the  excluffons  are  of  little  account ; and  the  qualifications  for  a 
feat  in  the'provincial  afiemblie-s,  and  in  the  national  one,  are  fo  low  that  the  whole  chain  may  be 
completed,  from  the  firft  elector  to  the  legifiator,  without  a flngle  link  of  what  merits  the  name  of 
property.  The  very  reverfe  is  the  cafe  in  America,  there  is  not  a flngle  fiats  in  which  voters  muft 
not  have  a qualification  of  property:  in  Maffachufets  and  New  Hampfhire,  a freehold  of  3I.  a year, 
or  other  eftate  of  6ol.  value  : Connecticut  is  a country  of  fubftantial  freeholders,  and  the  old  go- 
vernment remains  : in  New-York,  electors  of  the  fenate  muft  have  a property  of  iool.  free  from 
debts;  and  thofe  of  the  affembly,  freeholds  of  40s.  a year,  rated  and  paying  taxes  : in  Pennfylvania, 
payment  of  taxes  is  neceffary : in  Maryland,  the  poffeflion  of  50  acres  of  land,  or  other  eftate  worth 
30I.  in  Virginia,  25  cultivated  acres,  with  a houfe  on  it  : in  North- Carolina,  for  the  fenate  50  acres, 
and  for  the  affembly  payment  of  taxes  : and  in  all  the  ftates  there  are  qualifications  much  more  con- 
ftderable,  neceffary  for  being  eligible  to  be  elected.  In  general  it  fhould  be  remembered,  that  taxes 
being  fo  very  few,  the  qualification  of  paying  them  excludes  vaftly  more  voters  than  a fimiiar  regulation 
in  Europe.  In  conftituting  the  legiflatures  alfo,  the  ftates  all  have  two  houfes,  except  Pennfylvania. 
And  Congrefs  itfelf  meets  in  the  fame  form.  Thus  a ready  explanation  is  found  of  that  order  and  re- 
gularity, and  fecurity  of  property,  which  ftrikes  every  eye  in  America;  a contrail  to  the  fpectacle  which 
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government : — de'fpotic  ones,  that  would  wifh  to  efcape  deffirudtion,  mult  eman- 
cipate their  lubjedts,  becaufe  no  military  conformation  can  long  fecure  the  obe- 
dience of  ill  treated  (laves ; and  while  fuch  governments  are  giving  to  their 
people  a confutation  worth  preierving,  they  fhould,  by  an  abfolute  renunciation 
of  all  the  views  of  conqueft,  make  a (mail  army  as  efficient  for  good  purpofes, 
as  a large  force  for  ambitious  ones  ; this  new-modelled  military  fhould  con  (iff, 
rank  and  hie,  of  men  intereited  in  the  prefervation  of  property  and  order  : were 
this  army  to  confiffi  merely  of  nobility,  it  would  form  a military  ariftocracy,  as 
dangerous  to  the  prince  as  to  the  people  ; it  fhould  be  com  poled,  indifcrimi- 
nately,  of  individuals,  drawn  from  all  daffies,  but  poffieffimg  a given  property. — 
A good  government,  thus  fupported,  may  be  durable ; bad  ones  will  be  fhivered 
to  pieces  by  the  new  fpirit  that  ferments  in  Europe. 

The  candid  reader  will,  I truir,  fee,  that  in  whatever  I have  ven- 
tured to  advance  on  fo  critical  a ffibjedt  as  this  great  and  unexampled 
revolution,  I have  affigned  the  merit  I think  due  to  it,  which  is  the  de - 
jiruclion  of  the  old  government , and  not  the  eftablifhment  of  the  new.  All 
that  I faw,  and  much  that  I heard,  in  France,  gave  me  the  cleared  convic- 
tion, that  a change  was  neceffary  for  the  happinefs  of  the  people  ; a change, 
that  fhould  limit  the  royal  authority  -y  that  fhould  reftrain  the  feudal  tyranny 
of  the  nobility  ; that  fhould  reduce  the  church  to  the  level  of  good  citizens  ; 
that  fhould  correct  the  abufes  of  finance  ; that  fhould  give  purity  to  the 

France  has  exhibited,  where  confufion  of  every  fort  has  operated,  in  which  property  is  very  far  from 
fafe  ; in  which  the  populace  legiflate  and  then  execute,  not  laws  of  their  reprefentatives,  but  of  their 
own  ambulatory  wills;  in  w’hich,  at  this  moment  (March  1792),  they  are  a fcene  of  anarchy,  with 
every  fign  of  a civil  w7ar  commencing.  Thefe  two  great  experiments,  as  far  as  they  have  gone, 
ought  to  pour  conviction  in  every  mind,  that  order  and  property  never  can  be  fafe  if  the  right 
of  election  is  pcrfonal,  inftead  of  being  attached  to  property : and  whenever  propositions  for  the 
reformation  of  our  reprefentation  fhall  be  ferioufly  confidered,  which  is  certainly  neceflary,  no- 
thing ought  to  be  in  contemplation  but  taking  power  from  the  crown  and  the  ariiloeracy — - 
not  to  give  it  to  the  mob,  but  to  the  middle  claffes  of  moderate  fortune.  The  proprietor  of  an 
eftate  of  50I.  a year  is  as  much  interefted,  in  the  prefervation  of  order  and  of  property,  as  the 
poflefibr  of  fifty  thoufand ; but  the  people  without  property  haye  a direct  and  pofitive  intereft  in 
public  confufion,  and  the  confequent  divifion  of  that  property,  of  which  they  are  deilitute.  Hence 
the  neceflity,  a prefling  one  in  the  prefent  moment,  of  a militia  rank  and  file,  of  property;  the  ef- 
fential  counterpoife  to  aflemblies  in  alehoufe  kitchens,  clubbing  their  pence  to  have  the  Rights  of  Alan 
read  to  them,  by  which  fhould  be  underftood  (in  Europe,  not  in.  America)  the  right  to  plunder. 
Let  the  (late  of  France  at  prefent  be  coolly  confidered,  and  it  will  be  found  to  originate  abfolutely  in 
■population,  without  property  being  reprefented;  it  exhibits  fcenes  fuch  as  can  never  take  place  in 
America.  See  the  National  Afiembly  cf  a great  empire,  at  the  crifis  of  its  fate,  liftening  £0  the  har- 
rangues  of  the  Paris  populace,  the  female  populace  of  St.  Antoine,  and  the  prefident  formally  anfwer- 
ing  and  flattering  them!  Will  fuch  fpectacles  ever  be  feen  in  the  American  Congrefs ? Can  that  be 
a well  conftituted  government,  in  which  the  moil  precious  moments  are  fo  confirmed  ? The  place  ©f 
afiembling  (Paris)  is  alone  fufHcient  to  endanger  the  eonftitution. 
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admini  (Nation  of  iuftice  ; and  that  Should  place  the  people  in  a Rate  of  eafe,  and 
give  them  weight  enough  to  fecure  this  bleftmg.  Thus  far  I muft  fuppofe  every 
friend  of  mankind  agreed.  But  whether,  in  order  to  effect  thus  much,  all  France: 
were  to  he  overthrown,  ranks  annihilated,  property  attacked,  the  monarchy  abo- 
lished, and  the  king  and  royal  family  trampled  upon ; and,  above  all  the  reft* 
the  whole  effedl  of  the  revolution,  good  or  bad,  put  on  the  iSTue  of  a conduct 
which,  to  fpeak  in  the  mildeft  language,  made  a civil  war  probable  : — this  is 
a queftion  abfolutely  diflindt.  In  my  private  opinion,  thefe  extremities  were 
not  necelTary ; France  might  have  been  free  without  violence ; a neceffitous 
court,  a weak  miniftry,  and  a timid  prince,  could  have  refufed  nothing  to  the 
demands  of  the  Rates,  eiTential  to  public  happinefs.  The  power  of  the  purfe 
would  have  done  all  that  ought  to  have  been  done.  The  weight  of  the  com- 
mons would  have  been  predominant ; but  it  would  have  had  checks  and  a controul, 
without  which  power  is  not  constituion,-  but  tyranny. — While,  however, 
I thus  venture  to  think  that  the  revolution  might  have  been  accomplished  upon 
better  principles,  becaufe  probably  more  durable  ones,  I do  not  therefore  affign 
the  fir  ft  National  Affemhly  in  the  grofs  to  that  total  condemnation,  they  have 
received  from  Some  very  intemperate  pens,  and  for  this  plain  reafon,  becaufe  it  is 
certain  that  they  have  not  done  much  which  was  not  called  for  by  the  people. 

Before  the  revolution  is  condemned  in  the  grofs,  it  Should  bemonfidered  what 
extent  of  liberty  was  demanded.,  by  the  three  orders  in  their  cahiers and  this 
in  particular  is  necelTary,  fmce  thofe  very  cahiers  are  quoted  to  Shew  the  mif- 
chievous  proceedings  of  the.  National.  A ffembly.  Here  are  a few  of  the  ame- 
liorations demanded'1;,  to  have  the  trial  by  jury,  and  the  habeas  corpus  of  Eng- 
- land  * ; to  deliberate  by  head,  and  not  by  order,  demanded  bv  the  nobility  them- 
Jeh  res' f1;  to  declare  all  taxes  illegal  and  fupprcfted — but  to  grant  them  anew  for 
a year  J ; to  aboliSh  for  ever  the.  capitaineries  j|  ; to  eftablifh  a caiff'e  nationals  fe - 
par  he.  inaccejjible  a toute  influence  du  pouvair  executif  § ; that  all  the  intendants  ■ 
Should  be  ftipprefted  § that  no  treaties  of  commerce  Should  he  made  but  with 
the  confsntof  the  ftates  that  the  orders  of  begging  monks  befuppreSfed*^: . 
that  all  monks  be  ftipprefted,  and  their  goods  and  eftates  fold  T'f'  : that  tythes 
be  for  ever  ftipprefted  J-J  : that  all  feudal  rights,  duties,  payments,  and  fer- 
vices  be  abolished  |||J::  that  falaries  ( tr ait ement  pecuniar e)  be  paid  to  the  depu- 


* Nob.  Auxols,  p.  23.  Artois , p.  I-,. 


<T.  Etat  ds  Fironne,  p.  15.  Nob.  Dauphine , p.  ug. 


•f  Nob.  Teuraine,  p.  4.  Nob.  Senlis,  p.  46.  Nob.  Pays  de  Labour,  p.  3.  Nob.  Epuefney,  p.  6.  Nab. 
Sens , p..  3.  Nob.  Ehimerais,  p,  3.  Clerge  du  Bourbonmis,  p.  6.  Clerge  du  Bas  Limojm , p.  io- 
+ Too  numerous  to  quote,  of  both  Nobility  and  Tiers.  |]  Many  ; Nobility  as  well  as  Tiers. 

§ Nob.  Sezanne,  p.  14.  T.EtatMet%y  p.  42.'  T.  Etat  da  Auvergne,  p.  9.  T.  Etat  de  Riom,  p.  23, 
€t  Nob.  Nlvernols.p.  25.  Nob.  Bas Lhncjin.  p.  r2.  ff  T.  Etat  du  Haut  Vivarais,  p.  iS. 

Nob,  Rbeirns,  p.  i6»  Nsb.  Anxtrre.  p.  41.  tj  Nob,  Toulon,  p.  xS.  jjjj.  Too  many  to  quote. 
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tics  * : that  the  permanence  of  the  National  AiTembly  is  a neceffary  part  of  its 
exigence  -j- : that  the  Baflile  be  demolifhed  J : that  the  duties  of  aides , on 
wine,  brandy,  tobacco,  fait,  leather,  paper,  iron,  oil,  and  foap,  be  fupprefTed  Ij  : 
that  the  apanages  be  abolifhed  § : that  the  domaines  of  the  king  be  alienated  : 
that  the  king’s  finds  (haras )>  be  fupprefTed  **  : that  the  pay  of  the  foldiers  be 
augmented  •f-f* : that  the  kingdom  be  divided  into  diflridts,  and  the  elections 
proportioned  to  population  and  to  contributions  J J : that  all  citizens  paying  a 
determinate  quota  of  taxes  vote  in  the  parochial  affemblies  ||||  : that  it  is  indif- 
penfable  in  the  flates-general  to  confult  the  Rights  of  Man  §§  : that  the  depu- 
ties fhall  accept  of  no  place,  penflon,  grace,  or  favour 

From  this  detail  of  the  inflrudtions  given  by  the  nation,  I will  not  affert  that 
every  thing  which  the  National  Affembly  has  decreed  is  juflifiable ; but  it  may 
be  very  fairly  concluded,  that  much  the  greater  part  of  their  arrets,  and  many 
that  have  been  the  mofl  violently  arraigned,  are  here  exprefsly  demanded.  To 
reply  that  thefe  demands  are  not  thole  of  the  nation  at  large,  but  of  particular 
bodies  only,  is  very  wide  from  the  argument ; efpecially  as  the  mofl  virulent 
enemies  of  the  revolution,  and  particularly  Meff.  Burke  and  De  Calonne,  have, 
from  thefe  cahiers , deduced  fuch  conclusions  as  fuited  their  purpofe  ; and  if  they 
are  made  authority  for  condemning  the  tranfadlions  in  that  kingdom,  they  cer- 
tainly are  equal  authority  for  fupporting  thofe  tranfadlions.  I fhall  make  but 
one  obfervation  on  thefe  demands.  The  affemblies  that  drew  them  up,  moR 
certainly  never  demanded,  in  exprefs  terms,  the  abolition  of  the  monarchy,  or 
the  transfer  of  all  the  regal  authority  to  the  deputies  ; but  let  it  be  coolly  confi- 
dered,  what  fort  of  a monarchy  mufl  neceifarily  remain,  while  an  affembly  is 
permanent,  with  power  to  abolifh  tythes  ; to  fupprefs  the  intendants  ; not  only 
to  vote,  but  to  keep  the  public  money:  to  alienate  the  king’s  domains ; and  to 
fupprefs  his  fluds  : to  abolifh  the  capitaineries , and  deflroy  the  Baffle  : = — the 
affembly  that  is  called  upon  to  do  all  this,  is  plainly  meant  to  be  a body  folely 
poffeffing  the  legiflative  authority:  it  is  evidently  not  meant  to  petition  the  king 

* Nob.  Nomery  en  Lorain,  p.  Io.  f Nob.  Mantes  Meulan,  p.  x6.  Previns  & Monteraux , 

art.  I.  Rennes , art.  19.  t Nob.  Paris , p.  14.  |j  Nob.  Vi  try  le  Francois , MS.  Nob.  Lyon , p.  16. 
Nob.  Bugey , p.  28.  Nob.  Paris , p.  22.  § Nob.  Ponthieu , p.  32.  Nob.  Chartres , p.  19.  Nob.  Aitx- 

erre,  art.  74.  «[  Nob.  Bugey,  p.  11.  Nob.  Montar gis,  p.  18.  Nob.  Paris,  p.  16.  Nob.  Bourbonnois, 

p.  12.  Nob.  Nancy,  p.  23.  Nob.  Angoumols,  p.  20.  Nob.  Pays  de  Labour,  fol.  9.  **  Nob.  Beauvais. 

p.  18,  Nob.  Troyes,  p.  25  ft  Nob.  Limoges,  p.  31.  T.  Etat  de  Lyon,  n.  7.  Nifrnes,  p.  13. 

Coteniin,  art.  7.  Jjjj  T.  Etat  Rennes,  art.  15.  §§  T.  Etat  Nifrnes,  p.  11. 

' T.  Etat  Pont  a Mouffon,  p.  17.  Mr.  Burke  fays,  cc  When  the  feveral  orders,  in  their  feverai 
bailliages,  had  met  in  the  year  1789,  to  chufe  and  inUrucffc  their  representatives,  they  were  th z people 
of  France ; whilft  they  were  in  that  flate,  in  no  one  of  their  inftr actions  did  they  charge,  or  ever  hint 
at  any  of  thofe  things  which  hare  drawn  upon  the  ufurping  aiTembly  the  defoliation -of  the  rational  part 
of  mankind.” 
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to  co  it;  becaufe  they  would  have  ufed,  in  this  cafe,  the  form  of  exprefiion 
fo  common  in  other  parts  of  the  cahiers , that  his  majejiy  will  have  the  good - 
nefs , &c. 

The  refult  of  the  whole  inquiry,  cannot  but  induce  temperate  men  to  conclude, 
that  the  abolition  of  tythe,  of  feudal  fervices  and  payments,  of  th ogabelle  or  falt- 
tax,  of  that  on  tobacco,  of  the  entrees , of  all  excifes  on  manufactures,  and  of  all 
duties  on  t ran  fit,  of  the  infamous  proceedings  in  the  old  courts  of  juftice,  of  the 
defpotic  practices  of  the  old  monarchy,  of  the  militia  regulations,  of  the  monafte- 
ries  and  nunneries,  and  of  numberlefs  other  abufes ; I fay,  that  temperate  men  muit 
conclude,  that  the  advantages  derived  to  the  nation  are  of  the  very  firft  importance, 
and  fuch  as  muft  inevitably  fecure  to  it,  as  longas  they  continue,  an  uncommon  de- 
gree of  profperity.  The  men  who  deny  the  benefit  of  fuch  events,  mail  havefome- 
thing  fmifler  in  their  views,  or  ?nuady  in  their  underjlandings . On  the  other  hand, 
the  extenfive  and  unneceifary  ruin  brought  on  fo  many  thoufands  of  families,  of 
all  defcriptions,  by  violence,  plunder,  terror,  and  injuftice,  to  an  amount  that  is 
fhewn  in  the  utter  want  of  the  precious  metals,  the  flagnation  of  induftry,  and 
the  poverty  and  mifery  found  amongfi:  many,  is  an  evil  of  too  great  a magnitude 
to  be  palliated.  The  nouriihment  of  the  moil  pernicious  cancer  in  the  date, 
public  credit ; the  deluge  of  paper  money ; the  violent  and  frivolous  extinction 
of  rank*;  the  new  fyftem  of  taxation,  apparently  fo  hurtful  to  landed  property ; 
and  a reftriCted  corn  trade ; all  thefe  are  great  deductions  from  public  felicity*, 
and  weigh  the  heavier  in  the  fcale,  becaufe  unneceifary  to  effeCt  the  revolution. 
Of  the  nature  and  durablenefs  of  the  conilitution  ertabliihed,  prudent  men  will 
not  be  eager  to  prophefy : it  is  a new  experiment  -f-,  and  cannot  be  tried  or 

examined 

* It  is  fo  becaufe  the  inequality  remains  as  great  as  if  titles  had  remained,  but  built  on  its  worft 
bafts,  wealth.  The  nobility  were  bad,  but  not  fo  bad  as  Mr.  Chriftie  makes  them ; they  did  not  wait 
till  the  Eiats  Generaux  before  they  agreed  to  renounce  their  pecuniary  privileges,  Letters  on  the  Rev . 
of  France , vol.  i.  p.  74.  The  firjft  meeting  of  the  ftates  was  May  5,  1789.;  but  the  nobility  affembled. 
at  the  Louvre,  December  20,  1788,  addrefted  the  king,  declaring  that  intention. 

f After  all  that  has  been  faidof  late  years,  on  the  fubjedf  of  conftitutions  and  governments  by  va- 
rious writers  in  England,  but  more  efpecially  in  France,  one  circumftance  muft  ftrike  any  attentive 
reader  ; it  is,  that  none  of  the  writers  who  have  pufhed  the  mofb  forward  in  favour  of  new  fyftems, 
have  faid  any  thing  to  convince  the  unprejudiced  part  of  mankind,  that  experiment  is  not  as  necefiary 
a means  of  knowledge  in  relation  to  government,  as  in  agriculture,  or  any  other  branch  of  natural, 
philofophy.  Much  has  been  faid  in  favour  of  the  American  government,  and  I believe  with  perfect 
juftice,  reafonlng  as  far  as  the  experiment  extends ; but  it  is  fair  to  confider  it  as  an  imperfedt  experi- 
ment, extending  no  further  than  the  energy  of  perfonal  virtue,  feconded  by  the  moderation  attend- 
ant on  a circulation  sot  remarkably  adtive.  We  learn,  by  Mr.. Payne,  that  General  Wafhington. 
accepted  no  falary  as  commander  of  their  troops,  nor  any  as  preiident  of  their  legiflature — an. 
inftance  that  dees  honour  to  their  government,  their  country,  and  to  human  nature  ; but  it  may 
he  doubted,  whether  any  fuch  inftances  wilt  occur  two  hundred  years  hence  ? The  exports  of  the. 
United  States  now  amount  to  20  millions  of  dollars  j when. they  amount  to  500  millions,  when  great, 

wealth,. 
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examined  on  old  ideas  j but  the  effects,  good  and  bad,  here  arranged,  in 
oppoiition  to  each  other,  are  vihble  to  every  eye  $ the  advantages  are  recognized  y 
the  evils  are  felt.  On  thefe  circumffances  we  are  competent  to  reafon 


179a. 

I T may  afford  the  reader  fome  fatisfadfcion  to  note  a few  eircumffances  of  the 
Rate  of  France  at  the  opening  of  1792,  which  I draw  from  the  correipondence 
of  fome  friends,  on  whofe  accuracy  I can  rely. 

Agriculture . — Small  proprietors,  who  farm  their  own  lands,  are  in  a very  im- 
proved and  eafy  filiation  : renters  are  proportionally  fo,  to  the  degree  in  which 
their  landlords  have  not  been  able  to  acquire  in  new  rents,  the  payments  from 
which  the  land  has  been  freed.  Owners  of  meadows,  woods,,  and  a variety  of 
articles  for  which  no  tythe  was  paid  before,  gain  much  lefs  than  others  whole 
property  ufed  to  be  fubjedt  to  that  burthen.  In  regard  to  the  payment  of  rent, 
there  is  a diflindtion  between  the  north  and  fouth  of  the  Loire ; in  the  former,, 
rents  continue  to  be  paid  ; but  to  the  fouth,  many  landlords  have  been  unable  to 
receive  a penny ; and  here  a difference  is  obfervahle  y abfentees,  who  were  nop 
beloved,  or  whole  agents  are  didiked,  are  in  an  ill  fituation ; but  others,  who 
r elide,  or  who,  though  abfent,  are  beloved,  are  paid  proportionally  to  the  abi- 
lity of  the  metayer , which  fpecies  of  tenant  is  chiefly  found  fouth  of  the  Loire, 
Thelall  crop  (of  1791}  is  faid  to  have  been  fhort;  in  a good  year,  in  Picardy,. 
40  fheaves  gave  a feptier  of  wheat,  of  2401b. ; but  now  it  takes  50  to  60.  This; 
circumftance,.  however,  cannot  be  general,  as  the  price  plainly  proves  ; for 
January  7th,  1792,  price  at  Paris  of  wheat  was  22  to  28  liv.  with  affignats  at' 
3.6  per  cent,  difeount,  a remarkable  proof,  that  the  mod  depreciated  paper  cur- 

wealth,  vad  cities,  a rapid  circulation,  and,  by  confequenee,  Immenfe-  private  fortunes-  are  formed,, 
will  fuch  fpedlacles  be  found.  Will  their  government  then  be  as  faultlefs  as  it  appears  at  prefent  ? It 
may.  Probably  it  will  dill  be  found  excellent ; but  we  have  no  con  vied  ion,  no  proof ; it  is  in  the 
v/cmb  of  time — The  experiment  is  not  made.  Such  remarks,  however,  ought  always  to  be 
accompanied  with  the  admiffion,  that  the  Britifh  government  has  been  experimented. — With  what. 
r.efult  l — Let  a debt  of  240  millions — let  feven  years  war — let  Bengal  and  Gibraltar — let  30  millions- 
derling  of  national  burthens,  taxes,  rates,  tythes,  and  monopolies — -let  thefe  anf.ver — 

9 The  grofs  abafe  which  has  been  thrown  on  the  French  nation,  and  particularly  on  their  aflern- 
hlies,  in  certain  pamphlets,  and  without  interruption,  in  feveral  of  our  newfpapers,  ought  to  be  de- 
precated by  every  man  who  feels  for  the  future  intereds  of  this  country..  It  is  in  fome  indances  car- 
ried to  fo  fcandalous  an  excels,  that  we  mud  neceffarily  give  extreme  difgud  to  thoufands  of  people, . 
who  may  hereafter  have  an  ample  opportunity  to  vote  and  a£i  under  the  influence  of  impreflions  unfa- 
vourable towards  a country,  that,  unprovoked,  has  loaded  them  with  fo  much  contumely;  for  a na- 
tion groaning  under  a debt  of  240  millions,  that  deadens  the  very  idea  of  future  energy,  this  feems,  to 
life  the  mildeft  language,  to  be  at  lead  very  imprudent.. 


rency 


rency  will  anfwer  every  purpofe  for  objects  of  phyftcal  neceflity,  and  daily  con- 
fumption.  The  difcount  on  this  paper,  is  greater  than  ever  was  foretold  by 
thofe  who  predicted  an  enormous  rife  of  all  the  neceftaries  of  life  ; a proof  how 
new  the  fcience  of  politics  is,  and  how  little  able  the  moft  ingenious  men  are  to 
foretei  the  effedts  of  any  fpeciiied  event.  The  fale  of  the  national  eflates  has 
been  of  late  very  flow,  which  is  a ftrange  circumftance,  fines  the  rapidity  of 
their  transfer  ought  to  have  been  proportioned  to  the  difcount  upon  aflignats,  for 
an  obvious  reafon  ; for,  while  land  is  to  be  acquired  with  money,  the  more  de- 
preciated paper  is,  the  greater  the  benefit  to  the  purchafer.  While  the  fale  of 
the  eflates  lafied  with  any  degree  of  brifknefs,  the  common  price,  of  fuch  as  have 
come  to  my  knowledge,  was  20  to  30,  and  even  more  years  purchafe ; at  which 
rate  the  advantages  attending  iaveftments  may  be  great. 

Commerce  a?td  manufactures . — The  refult  of  the  vaft  difcount  upon  aflignats1 
has,  in  relation  to  the  national  induftry,  been  almofl  contrary  to  what  many 
perfons,  not  ill  informed,  expedted.  Early  in  the  confufion  of  the  revolution, 
nothing  fafiered  fo  feverely  as  manufadtures ; but  I am  now  (1792)  informed, 
that  there  is  much  more  motion  and  employment  in  them  than  fome  time  paft, 
when  the  general  afpect  of  affairs  was  lefs  alarming.  The  very  circumftance 
which,  according  to  common  ideas,  fhould  have  continued  their  depreflion,  has 
moft  unaccountably  revived  them  in  fome  meafure ; I mean  the  depriciation  of 
the  aflignats.  Paper  currency  has  been  at  fo  low  a pitch,  that  every  fpecies  of 
goods  has  been  preferred  in  payments  ; mafter  mamifadturers  paying  their  work- 
men, &c.  in  aflignats,  by  which  bread  is  purchafed  at  a price  proportioned  to 
the  crop,  can  fell  the  produdt  of  that  labour  to  fuch  an  advantage,  as  to  create 
demand  enough  to  animate  their  bufinefs  : a moft  curious  political  combination, 
which  feems  to  fhew,  that  in  circumftances  where  evils  are  of  the  moft  alarming 
tendency,  there  is  a re-adtion,  an  under-current,  that  works  againft  the  apparent 
tide,  and  brings  relief,  even  from  the  very  nature  of  the  misfortune.  Combine 
this  with  the  point  of  depreflion  of  England,  in  all  her  wars,  as  .explained  with 
fuch  talents  by  the  ingenious  Mr.  Chalmers,  and  fomething  of  a fimilarity 
will  ftrike  the  refiedling  reader.  The  lofs  by  the  depreflion  of  aflignats  has  not 
been  by  any  interior  tranfadtions,  but  by  thofe  with  foreign  powers.  In  con- 
fequence  of  it,  the  courfe  of  exchange  rofe  at  laft  fo  high,  that  the  lofs  to  the 
kingdom  has  been  great,  but  by  no  means  fo  great  as  fome  have  imagined,  who 
fuppofed  the  intercoufe  to  be  moving  in  the  fame  ratio  as  in  preceding  periods. 
But  this  is  no  light  error  : the  evil  of  exchange,  like  all  other  political  evils, 
corredts  itfelf  5 when  it  is  very  much  againft  a people,  they  neceflarily  leffen 
their  confumption  of  foreign  commodities  ; and  on  the  contrary,  foreign  nations 
seoniume  theirs  very  freely,  becaufe  fo  eafily  paid  for.  Through  the  month  of 
January,  1792,  the  courfe  of  exchange  between  us  and  Paris,  has  been  about  18 
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©nan average ; reckoning  the  par  at  30  (which,  however,  is  notexaCl),  here  is 
40  per  cent,  againft  France  deduCt  36  for  the  difcount  on  ailignats,  and  this 
apparent  enormity  of  evil  is  reduced  to  4 per  cent.  Through  the  month  of 
January,*  179 1,  the  courfe  was  25 \ ; this  was  15  per  cent,  difadvantage,  and  de- 
ducting 5 for  the  difcount  on  ailignats,  the  real  difadvantage  was  10.  Thus  the 
exchange  in  January,  1792,  is  6 per  cent,  more  favourable  to  France  than  in  1791  y 
a remark,  however,  which  muff  not  be  extended  to  any  other  cafe,  and  touches 
not  on  the  internal  mifchiefs  of  a depreciated  currency.  It  feems  to  ihew,  that 
the  evils  of  their  fituation,  fo  little  underftood  by  the  generality  of  people  here, 
are  correcting  themfelves,  relative  to  foreigners,  through  the  operation  of  the 
caufes  I have  mentioned.  It  is  at  the  fame  time  to  be  remarked,  that  while  the 
price  of  corn,  and  other  things,  in  which  there  is  no  competition  by  foreigners, 
rifes  merely  on  account  of  a fcarcity,  real  or  apprehenftve  y at  the  fame  time,  every 
thing  bought  by  foreigners,  or  which  can  be  bought  by  them,  has  rifen  greatly  ; 
for  inftance,  the  cloth  of  Abbeville,  a French  commodity,  has  rifen  from 
30  liv.  to  40  liv.  the  aulne  ^ and  copper,  a foreign  commodity,  has  increafed,  it 
is  aborted,  in  the  petition  of  the  Norman  manufactures  to  the  National  AiTem- 
bly,  70  percent.  Such  a fabric  may  fuffer^  but  if  their  pins  fell  proportionably 
with  other  things,  the  evil,  it  muff  be  admitted,  tends  to  correCt  itfelf. 

Finances. — The  prominent  feature  is  the  immenfity  of  the  debt,  which  in-- 
creafes  every  hour.-  That  which  bears  intereft  may  be  about  3,000,000,000  liv,  y 
and  ailignats,.  or  the  debt  not  bearing  intereft,  may  be  grofsly  eftimated  at 

1.500.000. 000  liv. ; in  all  6,500,000,000  liv.  or  284,375,000!.  fterling,  a debt 
of  fuch  enormity,  that  nothing  but  the  moft  regular,  and  well  paid  revenue,  could 
enable  the  kingdom  to  fupport  it.  The  annual  deficit  may  be  reckoned  about 

250.000. 000  liv.  at  prefient  r but  improveahle  by  a better  collection  of  the  revenue.- 
The  following  is  the  account  for  the  month  of  February  1790  : 

Recette,,  — --  — 20,000,000 


Depenfes  extraordinaire  de  1792,. 
Id.  pour  1791, 

Avances  au  de  part  de  Paris> 
Deficit,,  — - 


12.000. 000 
2,000,000 
1,000,000 

43.000. 000 


58,000,000 

F am  afraid  that  any  attempt  to  fupport  fuch  infinite  burthens- mure  continue  to 
deluge  the  kingdom  with  paper,  till,  like  congrefs  dollars  in  America,  circula- 
tion ceafes  altogether.  There  feems  to  be  no  remedy  but  a bankruptcy,  which 


is  the  heft,  eafieft,  and  moft  beneficial  meafure  to  the 
Braced  - it  is  alfo  the  moft  juft  and  the  moft  honourab! 
are,  in  fiiCt,. more  mifehievous  to  the  people,  and  yet  1 


nation,  that  can  be  em- 
e ; all  fhifting  expedients 
.eave  government  as  deeply 

involved 
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involved,  as  if  no  recourfe  had  been  made  to  them.  If  the  milice  bourgeoife  of 
Paris  is  fo  interefted  in  the  funds,  as  to  render  this  too  dangerous,  there  does  not 
appear  to  be  any  other  rule  of  conduct,  than  one  great  and  lad:  appeal  to  the 
nation,  declaring,  that  they  muff  either  destroy  public  credit,  or  be 
destroyed  by  it.  If  the  National  Affembly  have  not  virtue  and  courage 
enough  thus  to  extricate  France,  fhe  mud  at  all  events,  remain,  however  free, 
in  a date  of  political  debility. 

The  impoliibility  of  levying  the  ceconomiftes  land-tax,  is  found  in  France  to  be 
as  great  in  practice  as  the  principles  of  it  were  abfurd  in  theory.  I *am  informed 
(February,  1792),  that  the  confufion  arhing  from  this  caufe,  in  almoft  every 
part  of  the  kingdom,  is  great  *.  The  tax  of  300  millions,  laid  on  the  rental  of 
France,  would  not  be  more  than  2 s,  6d.  in  the  pound ; too  great  a burthen 
en  juft  political  principles,  but  not  a very  oppreftive  one,  had  it  been  once 
fairly  affeffed,  and  never  afterwards  varied.  But,  by  purfuing  the  jargon  of  the 
produit  net , and  making  it  variable,  inftead  of  fixed,  every  fpecies  of  inconve- 
nience and  uncertainty  has  arifen.  The  affembly  divided  the  total  among  the 
departments ; the  departments  the  quotas  among  the  diftridts  ; the  diftridts 
among  the  municipalities;  and  the  municipalities  affembled  for  the  affefiment 
of  individuals  : the  fame  decree  that  fixed  the  tax  at  300  millions,  limited  it 
alfo  not  to  exceed  one-fifth  of  the  produit  net ; every  man  had  therefore  a power 
to  rejedt  any  affeffment  that  exceeded  that  proportion  ; the  conlequence  was, 
the  total  aftigned  to  the  municipalities  was  fcarcely  any  where  to  be  found, 
but  upon  large  farms,  let  at  a money-rent  in, the  north  of  France;  among  the 
fimail  proprietors  of  a few  acres,  which  fpread  over  fo  large  a part  of  the  king- 
dom, they  all  fcreened  themfelves  under  definitions,  of  what  the  produit  net 
meant ; and  the  remit  was,  that  the  month  of  December,  which  ought  to  have 
produced  40  millions,  really  produced  but  14.  So  practicable  has  this  vifionary 
nonfenfe  of  the  produit  net  proved,  under  the  difpenfations  of  a mere  democracy, 
though  adting  nominally  -f*  by  reprefentatives . The  fadt  has  been,  that  this  ill 
conceived  and  ill  laid  land-tax,  which,  under  a different  management,  and  un- 
der the  orderly  government  of  the  fettled  part  of  America,  might  have  been 
effedtively  produdtive,  has  been  fo  contrived,  that  it  never  will,  and  never  can. 
produce  what  it  was  eftimated  at  in  France.  The  people,  without  property, 
have  a diredt  intereft  in  feconding  the  refufals  of  others  to  pay,  that  are  in  the 


lowed  claftes  of  property,  and  who  can  really  ill  afford  it 


cne  great  objedtion  to 


all  land-taxes,  where  pofiefiions  are  much  divided. 


With  power  in  fuch  hands. 


* The  inequalities  and  the  numerous  injuflices  which  have  flipped  into  the  valuations  of  landed  pro- 
perty, excite  a general  difcontent  againfc  the  new  fyftem  of  taxation. — Speech  of  the  Prefident  cf  the 
Dipt . cf  Pcnnere  at  the  bar.  , / 

-f-  Whether  nominally,  cr  really,  is  not  of  confequence,  if  ejfetiive  qualifications  of  property  be  not, 
at  every  ftep,  the  guard,  as  in  the  American  confutation. 
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the  refufal  is  effective,  and  the  national  treafury  is  empty.  But  fuppofing  fuch 
enormous  difficulties  overcome,  and  thefe  little  properties  valued  and  taxed  on 
fome  practicable  plan,  from  that  moment  there  mure  be  anew  valuation  every 
year ; for,  if  one  has  wealth  enough  to  improve  beyond  the  capacity  of  the  reft, 
they  immediately  fhift  a proportion  of  their  tax  on  him  5 and  this  has  accord- 
ingly happened,  early  as  it  is  in  the  day,  and  indeed  is  inherent  in  the  nature  of 
the  tax,  as  promulgated  by  the  affembly  Thus  annual  affeffments,  annual 
confuiion,  annual  quarrels,  and  heart-burnings,  and  annual  oppreiiion,  mail  be 
the  confequence ; and  all  this,  becaufe  a plain,  fimple,  and  practicable  mode  of 
afleffiment  was  not  laid  down  by  the  legiilature  itfelf,  inftead  of  leaving  it  to  be 
debated  and  fought  through  500  legiilature s,  on  the  plan,  purely  ideal  and 
theoretical,  of  the  ceconomiftes  ! 

Police  of  Corn . — The  National  Affembly  has  been  of  late  repeatedly  em- 
ployed in  receiving  complaints  from  various  departments,  relative  to  the  fcarcity 
and  high  price  of  corn,  and  debates  on  it  arife,  and  votes  pafs,  which  are  printed, 
to  fatisfy  the  people  that  all  precautions  are  taken  to  prevent  exportation.  Such 
a conduct  £hews,  that  they  tread  in  the  fteps  of  Monf.  Necker,  and  that  they 
confequently  may  expect,  with  a crop  but  {lightly  deficient,  to  fee  a famine.  In 
the  Gazette  Nationals , of  March  6,  1792,  I read,  in  the  journal  of  the  Affembly, 
Inquietudes-— precautions  prifes — commififaires  envoy es — veiiler  a la  fiubfifitance  du 
peuple — -finds  pour  acheter  des  grams  chez  V et ranger- — dix  millions • — See.  Now 
this  is  precifely  the  blind  and  infatuated  conduCt  of  Monf.  Necker.  If  thefe 
fteps  are  neceffary  to  he  taken  (which  is  impoftible),  why.  talk  of  and  print 
them  ? Why  alarm  the  people,  by  {hewing  yourfelves  alarmed  ? Forty-five 
millions  lofs,  in  the  hands  of  M.  Necker,  purchased  not  three  days  corn  for 
France  j ten  millions  will  not  purchafe  one  day’s  confumption  ! hut  the  report 
and  parade  of  it  will  do  more  mifehief  than  the  lofs  of  five  times  the  quantity  : 
without  being  in  France,  I am  clear,  and  can  rely  enough  upon  principles  to 
know,  that  thefe  meafures  will  raise,  not  fink  the  price.  One  of  the  many 
inftances  in  legiflation,  that  proves  the  immenfe  difference  (regarding  the  cafes 
of  France  and  the  United  States)  between  a reprefentation  of  mere  population, 

and  one  of  property  ! M pour  prevenir  les  inquietudes  qui  pourraient  ar river 

lann'ee  proclaim ei  les fuiv antes , /’ afjhnblee  doit  soccuper  des  ce  moment  ddun  plan 
general  film  les  Jiibficances—Ih.evQ  is  but  one  plan,  absolute  freedom; 

T 

you 

inkftand  be  crammed  inftantly  into  the 

j 

nounees  the  word  corn. 
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’Prohibition  oj  the  Export  cf  the  raw  Materials  of  Manufactures. — The  la  ft  in- 
formation I have  had  from  France  is  a confirmation  of  the  intelligence  our 
newfpapers  gave,  that  the  National  Affembly  had  ordered  a decree  to  be.-  pre- 
pared for  this  prohibition.  It  feems  that  the  mafter  manufadurers  of  various 
towns,  taking  advantage  of  the  great  decline  of  the  national  fabrics,,  made 
heavy  complaints  to  the  National  Affembly  and,  among  other  means  of  re- 
drefs,  demanded  a prohibition  of  the  export  of  cotton,  filk,  wool,  leather,  and 
in  general,  of  all  raw  materials.  It  was  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  by  a.  few  men, 
bettor  acquainted  than  the  common  mafs  with  political  principles,  but  in  vain  $ 
and  orders  were  given  to  prepare  the  decree,  which  I am  affured  will  pafs.  As  L 
have,  in  various  papers  in  the  Annals  of  Agriculture , entered  much  at  large  into 
this  queftion,  I fhall  only  mention  a few  circumftances  here,  to  convince 
France,  if  poffible,  of  the  mifchievous  and  moft  pernicious  tendency  of  fuch  a 
fyftem,  which  will  be  attended  with  events  little  thought  of  at  prefent  in  that 
kingdom.  As  it  is  idle  to  have  recourie  to  reafoning,.  when  fads  are  at  hand,, 
it  is  only  necefiary  to  defcribe  the  effed  of  a fimilar  prohibition  in  the  cafe  of 
wool  in  England : — ift.  The  price  is  funk  by  it  50  per  cent,  below  that  of  alT 
the.  countries  around  us,  which,  as  is  proved  by  documents  unqueftionable; . 
amounts  to  a land-tax  of  between  three  and  four  millions  fterling  ; being  fo  much 
taken  from  land  and  given  to  manufactures.  2d,  Not  to  make  them  fiourifh  y- 
for  a fee  on  d curious  fad  is,  that  of  all  the  great  fabrics  of  England  that  of  wool 
is  leaf  profperous,  and  has  been  regularly  mof  complaining,  of  which  the  proofs 
are  before  the  public  $ the  policy  therefore  has-  failed  ; and  beoaufe  it  fails  in, 
England,  it  is  going  to  be  adopted  in  France.  The  home  monopoly  of  wool, 
gives  to  the  manufadurers  fo  great  a profit,  that  they  are  notVolicitous  about 
any  extenfion  of  their  trade  beyond  the  home  produd ; and  to  this  it  is  owing 
that  no  foreign  wool,  Spanifh  alone  excepted  (which  is  not  produced  here),  is 
imported  into  England..  The  fame  thing  will  happen  in  France  y the  home- 
price  will  fall 3 the  landed  intereft .will  be  robbed',  and  the  manufadurer,  tail- 
ing the  iweets  of  monopoly,,  will  no  longer  import  as  before  : the  fabric  at  large 
will  receive  no  increafe ; and  all  the  effed  will  be,  to  give  the.mafter  manufac- 
turer a great  profit  on  a fmall  trade  : he  will  gain,  but  the  nation  will  lofe.  3d, 
The  moft  flourifhing  manufadure  of  England  is  that  of  cotton,  of  which  the- 
manufadurer  is  fo  far  from  having  a monopoly,  that  44-^ls  °f  the  material  are 
imported  under  a duty,  and  cur  own  exportable  duty  free..  The  next  (pofiibly 
the  firft)  is  that  of  hardware  ; Englifh  iron  is  exported  duty  free,  and  the  im- 
port of  foreign  pays  2I.  1 6s.  2d.  a ton  ; Englifh  coals  exported  in  vaft  quantities. 
Glafs  exhibits  the  fame  fpedacle  Englifh  kelp  exportable  duty  free,  and  1 6s.  6d. 
a ton  on  foreign ; raw  filk  pays  3s.  a lb. . on  import  • export  of  Britifh  hemp  and 
fax  undreftedis  free,  foreign  pays  a duty  on  import j Britifh  rags,  for  making 
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paper,  exportable  duty  free ; unwrought  tin,  lead,  and  copper  all  exportable  either 
free  or  under  a flight  duty.  The  immenfe  progrefs  made  by  thefe  manufac- 
tures, particularly  hardware,  cotton,  glafs,  flax,  and  earthen-ware,  another  in 
which  no  monopoly  of  material  can  exifl,  is  known  to  all  Europe  they  are 
among  the  greatefl:  fabrics  in  the  world,  and  have  rifen  rapidly ; but  note  (for 
it  merits  the  attention  of  France),  that  wool  has  experienced  no  fuch  rife 
Our  policy  in  wool  Rands  on  fade,  therefore  convidted  of  rottennefs  ; and  this  is 
precifely  the  policy  which  the  new  government  of  France  copies,  and  extends 
to  every  raw  material ! 4th,  The  free  trade  in  raw  materials  is  neceflary,  like 
the  free  trade  in  corn,  not  to  fend  thofe  materials  abroad,  but  to  fecure  their 
production  at  home  $ and  lowering  the  price,  by  giving  a monopoly  to  the 
buyer,  is  not  the  way  to  encourage  farmers  to  produce.  5th,  France  imports 
f lk  and  wool  to  the  amount  of  50  or  60  millions  a year,  and  exports  none,  or 
next  to  none  ; why  prohibit  an  export,  which  in  fettled  times  does  not  take 
place  ? At  the  prefent  moment,  the  export  either  takes  place,  or  it  does  not 
take  place ; if  the  latter,  why  prohibit  a trade  which  has  no  exiftence  ? If  it 
does  take  place,  it  proves  that  the  manufadturers  cannot  buy  it  as  heretofore  : is 
that  a reafon  why  the  farmers  fhoula  not  produce  it  ? Your  manufadturers  cannot 
buy,  and  you  will  not  let  foreigners  ; what  is  that  but  telling  your  huiband- 
men  that  they  fhall  not  produce  ? Why  then  do  the  manufadturers  aik  this 
favour  ? They  are  cunning  : they  very  tvell  know  why  : they  have  the  tame 
view  as  their  brethren  in  England — folely  that  of  sinking  the  price,  and 
thereby  putting  money  in  their  own  pockets,  at  the  expence  of  the  landed  in- 
terefl ! 6th,  All  the  towns  of  France  contain  but  flx  millions  of  people ; the 
manufacturing  towns  not  two  millions  : why  are  twenty  millions  in  the  country 
to  be  cheated  out  of  their  property,  in  order  to  favour  one- tenth  of  that  number 
in  towns  ? yth.  In  various  paflages  of  thefe  travels,  I have  ihewn  the  wretched 
Rate  of  French  agriculture,  for  want  of  more  Rieep  ; the  new  fyflem  is  a curi- 
ous way  to  effedt  an  increafe — by  lowering  the  'profit  of  keeping  them . 8 th,  The 
French  manufadturers,  under  the  old  iyflem  of  freedom , bought  raw  materials 
from  other  nations,  to  the  amount  of  feveral  millions,  befldes  working  up  all  the 
produce  of  France ; if  finking  the  price  be  not  their  objedt,  what  is  ? Can  they 
defire  to  do  more  than  this  ? If  under  their  new  government  their  fabrics  do 
not  fiourifli  as  under  the  old  one,  is  that  a reafon  for  prohibition  and  refiriction, 
for  robbery  and  plunder  of  the  landed  interefl,  to  make  good  their  own  Ioffes  ? 
And  if.  fuch  a demand  is  good  logic  in  a manufacturer’s  counting -houfe,  is  that 
a reafon  for  its  being  received  in  a NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY  ! ! 

One  of  the  mofl  curious  enquiries  that  can  be  made  by  a traveller,  is  to  endea- 

^ * Exports  1757,  4,758,095!.  In  1767,  4, 277., 462.  In  1777,  3-7430371*  In  l7 3>687>795*- 
See  this  {abject  fully  examined.  Annals  of  Agriculture^  vol.  x.  p.  235. 
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vour  to  ascertain  how  much  per  cent,  a capital  inverted  In  land,  and  in  farming- 
rtock,  will  return  for 'cultivation  in  different  countries  5 no  perfon,  according  to 
my  knowledge,  has  attempted  to  explain  this  very  important  but  difficult  problem. 
The  price  of  land,  the  intereir  of  money,  the  wages  of  labour,  the  rates  of  all 
forts  of  products,  and  the  amount  of  taxes,  mult  be  calculated  with  fome  degree 
of  precifion,.  in  order  to  annalyfe  this  combination.  I have  for  many  years  at- 
tempted to  gain  information  on  this  curious  point,  concerning  various  countries. 
If  a man  in  England  buys  land  rented  at  12s.  an  acre,  at  thirty  years  purchafe, 
and  cultivates  it  himfelf,  making  five  rents,  he  will  not  make  more  than  from 
4I  to  5 per  cent,  and  at  mort  6,  fpeaking  of  general  culture,  and  not  ertimating 
lingular  foots  or  circumrtances,  and  including  the  capital  inverted  in  both  land  and 
rtock.  I learn,  from  the  correfpondence  of  the  beft  farmer,  and  the  greateit  cha- 
redter  the  new  world  has  produced,  certain  circumftances,  which  enable  me  to 
aiTert,  with  confidence,  that  money  inverted  on  the  fame  principles,  in  the  middle 
Rates  of  North  America,  will  yield  confiderably  more  than  double  the  return  in 
England,  and  in  many  inftances  the  treble  of  it.  To  compare  France  with  thefe 
two  cafes,  is  very  difficult : — had  the  National  Affembly  done  for  the  agriculture 
of  the  kingdom  what  France  had  a right  to  expect  from  freedom,  the  account 
would  have  been  advantageous.  For  buying  at  30  years  purchafe,  flocking  the 
fame  as  in  England,  and  reckoning  products  6 per  cent,  lower  in  price 
(about  the  fact),  the  total  capital  would  have  paid  from  5 1 to  6 f per  cent. ; land- 
tax  reckoned  at  3s.  in  the  pound,  which  is  the  proportion  of  the  total  tax  to 
the  rental  of  the  kingdom  T It  is  true,  that  the  courfe  of  exchange  would  make 
an  enormous  difference,  for  when  exchange  is  at  1 5,  this  ratio  per  cent,  inrtead 
of  5 1 becomes  1 1,  if  the  capital  is  remitted  from  Britain  : but  as  that  immenfe 
lofs  (50  per  cent.)  on  the  exchange  of  France,  arifes  from  the  political  rtate  of 
the  kingdom,  the  fame  circumftances  which  caufe  it,  would  be  ertimated  at  fo 
much  hazard  and  danger.  But  bring  to  account  the  operations  of  the  National 
Affembly,  relating  to  the  non-inclofure  of  commons;  the  land-tax,  variable  with 
improvements  (an  article  fufficient  to  ftifle  the  thoughts  of  fuch  a thing)  ; the 
export  of  corn  at  an  end ; the  tranfport  every  where  impeded  ; and  your  grana- 


* But  this  land-tax  is  variable,  and  therefore  impofiible  to-  eflimate  accurately;  if  you  remain  no 
better  farmers  than  your  French  neighbours,  it  is  fo  much  ; but  if  you  improve,  you  are  raifed \ and  they 
are  funk  ; all  that  has,  and  can  be  faid  againlt  tythes,  bears  with  equal  force  againft  fuch  a tax.  And 
though  this  impofition  cannot  go  by  theprefent  lav/  beyond  4s.  in  the  pound,  it  would  be  very  eafy  to 
{hew,  by  a plain  calculation,  that  4s.  in  the  pound,  rijing  with  improvement , is  a tax  impofftble  to  be  borne 
by  one  who  improves  ; and,  confequently,  that  is  a direct  tax  on  improvement  f and  it  is  a tax  in  the 
very  worft  form,  fince  the  power  to  lay  and  inforce  it,  is  not  in  the  government  of  the  kingdom,  but 
in  the  municipal  government  of  the  parifh.  Your  neighbour,  with  whom  you  may  be  on  ill  terms, 
has  the  power  to  tax  you  5 fio  fuch  private  heart-burnings  and  tyranny  are  found  in  excifes. 
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ries  burnt  and  plundered  at  the  pleafure  of  the  populace,  if  they  do  not  like  the 
price  y and,  above  all,  the  prohibition  of  the  export  of  all  materials  of  manufac- 
tures, as  wool.  See.  and  it  is  fufficiently  clear,  that  America  offers  a vaftly  more 
eligible  field  for  the  inveflment  of  capital  in  land  than  France  does ; -a  proof 
that  the  meafures  of  the  National  Aflembly  have  been  ill-judged,  ill-advifed,  and 
unpolitical : I had  ferious  thoughts  of  fettiins:  in  that  king-dom,  in  order  to 
farm  there ; but  the  two  meafures  adopted,  of  a variable  land-tax,  and  a prohibi- 
bition  of  the  export  of  wool,  damped  my  hopes,  ardent  as  they  were,  that  I might 
have  breathed  that  line  climate,  free  from  the  extortions  of  a government,  fiupid 
in  this  refpeci;  as  that  of  England.  It  is,  however,  plain  enough,  that  America 


is  the  only  country  that  affords  an  adequate  profit,  and  in  which  a man,  who 
calculates  with  intelligence  and  precifion,  can  think  of  inverting  his  capital. 
How  different  would  this  have  been,  had  the  National  Affembly  conducted 
themfelves  on  principles  diredlly  contrary;  had  they  avoided  all  land-taxes 
had  they  preserved  the  free  corn-trade,  a trade  of  import  more  than  of  export- 
had  they  been  filent  upon  Inclofures ; and  done  nothing  in  relation  to  raw  ma- 
terials, the  profit  of  inveftments  would  have  been  higher  in  France  than  in- 
America,  or  any  country  in  the  world,  and  immenfe  capitals  would  have 
flowed  into  the  kingdom  from  every  part  of  Europe  : fcarcity  and  famine  would 
not  have  been  heard  of,  and  the  national  wealth  would  have  been  equal  to  all 
the  exigencies  of  the  period. 


* To  have  avoided  land-taxes,  might  very  eafily  have  been  made  a moil  popular  meafure,  in  a 
kingdom  fo  divided  into  little  properties  as  France  is.  No  tax  is  fo  heavy  upon  a fmall  proprietor; 
and  the  ceccncmiftes  might  have  forefeen  what  has  happened,  that  fuch  little  democratic  owners  would' 
not  pay  the  tax ; but  taxes  on  confumption,  laid  as  in  England \ and  not  in  the  infamous  methods  of 
the  old  government  of  France,  would  have  been  paid  by  them  in  a light  proportion,  without  knowing 
it ; but  the  ceconomijles^  to  be  confiftent  with  their  old  pernicious  doctrines,  took  every  ftep  to  make  all, 
except  land-taxes,  unpopular  ; and  the  people  were  ignorant  enough  to  be  deceived  into  the  opinion, 
that  it  was  better  to  pay  a tax  on  the  bread  put  into  their  childrens  mouths- — and,  what  is  worfe,  on  the 
land  which  ought,  but  does  not,  produce  mat  bread,  than  to  pay  an  excife  on  tobacco  and  fait ; better 
to  pay  a tax  which  is  demanded  equally,  whether  they  have  or  have  not  the  money  to  pay  it,  than  a 
duty  which,  mingled  with  the  price  of  a luxury,  is  paid  in  the  eafieft  mode,  and  at  the  moft  convenient- 
moment.  In  the  writings  of  the  cecsnotnijles , you  hear  of  a free  corn  trade,  and  free  export  of  every 
thing,  being  the  recompence  for  a land-tax ; but  fee  their  actions  in  power— they  impofe  the  burthen,, 
and  forget  the  recompenfe  ! 
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